
CONSTITUTIONAL 
LAW AND 
LEGAL HISTORY

THE LAW SCHOOL’S CURRICULUM places the history of law and the 

ongoing story of the Constitution in context so students can better understand 

both the past and present legal landscape. With more than 25 faculty members 

in constitutional law and legal history, Virginia offers an unparalleled variety 

of lecture courses, seminars and colloquia in the field. Students interested in 

exploring legal history in depth have the option to complete a dual J.D.-M.A. 

in history in three years. Hands-on experiences are also available through two 

clinics, on the First Amendment and Supreme Court litigation, which offer 

students access to the practice of appeals based on constitutional argument. 

Virginia enriches its curriculum through lunch workshops and other events in 

which new and established scholars in the field discuss their work.

PROGRAM ON LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY		

Virginia’s Program on Legal and Constitutional History creates a rich intellectual 

community of scholars and students with shared historical interests. It sponsors a dual-

degree opportunity and organizes workshops and author talks focused in the field.

J.D.-M.A. PROGRAM In cooperation with the University of Virginia’s Corcoran Department of 

History, the Law School allows students to obtain a J.D. and an M.A. in history in three 

years. Several veterans of the dual-degree program have gone on to successful careers 

in legal academia, and recent graduates have clerked for U.S. Supreme Court justices. 

MORE: bit.ly/uvalawhistory

EVENT PROGRAMMING The program sponsors a series of monthly legal history lunch workshops 

in which scholars and Virginia faculty members present works in progress. Advanced 

J.D.-M.A. candidates participate in these workshops and even present drafts of their own 

M.A. theses. 

	      The program also sponsors a series of lectures and panel discussions in which authors 

of recent important books are invited to engage in discussions of their work with 

students and faculty participating in the Colloquium in American Legal History.

COURSES AND 
SEMINARS

The Law School has 
concentrations in constitutional 
law and legal history.

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
Advanced Topics in the 	

First Amendment 		

(Religion Clauses) 
Advertising Law 
Analysis of the Military Criminal 

Legal System (JAG School) 
Citizenship and Group Identity 
Civil Liberties 
Civil Rights Litigation 
Comparative Constitutional Law 
Comparative Democratic 

Constitutionalism 

Constitutional Law II: Religious 
Liberty 

Constitutional Law II: Freedom 
of Speech and Press 

Criminal Law in the Supreme 
Court 

Criminal Procedure Survey 
Defamation 
Direct Democracy 
Disability Law 

In 2011, 
PROFESSOR 
DOUGLAS 
LAYCOCK 
argued the most 
important case on 
law and religion 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court has heard 
in recent years. 
The justices 
unanimously ruled 
in his client’s favor 
in Hosanna-Tabor, 
Laycock’s third 
argument before 
the court.
   Laycock told the 
court it should 
retain limits on 
the ability of 
employees of 
religious organi-
zations to sue for 
discrimination. If 
the justices had 
not affirmed the 
First Amendment 
doctrine of the 
“ministerial 
exception” — 
which bars most 
employment-
related lawsuits 
brought against 
religious 
organizations by 
employees per-
forming important 
religious functions 
— judges would 
be in the position 
of determining 
whether ministers 
were performing 
their religious 
duties effectively, 
he said. CONTINUED



Education Law and Policy 
Education Law, Policy and 

Inequality 
Environmental Law and 

Federalism 
Federal Lawyer 
Federal Sentencing 
First Amendment Freedoms 
First Amendment Theory 
Habeas Corpus 
International Agreements (JAG 

School) 
Issues in Poverty Law 
Law and Education 
Law and Higher Education 
Law of Politics 
Law of War 
Local Government Law 
Police Misconduct 
Presidential Powers 
Privacy and Surveillance 
Property, Economic Rights and 

the Constitution 
Punishment in Law and Culture 
Race and Law 
Regulation of the Political 

Process 
Religion, Democracy and Law 

Religious Liberty 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Rights, Bills of Rights and 

Constitutions: Britain Begins 
to Emulate the United States 

Rule of Law: Controlling 
Government 

Special Education Law 
Supreme Court from Warren to 

Roberts 
Supreme Court Justices and the 

Art of Judging 
Supreme Court: October Term 
Textualism and Its Critics 
Virginia and the Constitution 
Wrongful Convictions 	

CLINICS
First Amendment Clinic 
Supreme Court Litigation Clinic 

LEGAL HISTORY
American Legal History 
American Social and Legal 

History 
An American Half-Century 
Civil Rights History from Plessy 

to Brown 
Constitutional History I: 

American Revolution to 1896 
Constitutional History II: The 

20th Century 
Constitutionalism: History and 

Jurisprudence 
Criminal Law and Regulation 

of Vice 
European Legal Systems 
Judicial Role in American 

History 
Lawyers and the Civil Rights 

Movement 
Legal History: Transnational and 

Imperial Contexts to 1850 
Legal History Colloquium 
Lochner Era 
Modern American Legal 

Thought: A Historical 
Introduction 

Race and the Constitution in 
American History 

What Lawyers Can Learn from 
the Life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King: Looking Back; Looking 
Forward 

Virginia and the Constitution 

PROFESSOR 
FREDERICK 
SCHAUER 
recently unearthed 

and edited a largely unknown 
book by one of the 20th 
century’s most influential 
American legal thinkers. Karl 
N. Llewellyn, one of the fathers 
of the movement known as 
Legal Realism, worked on 
“The Theory of Rules” in the 
late 1930s while at Columbia 
University. Schauer has been 
writing about rules since his 
own 1991 book “Playing by 
the Rules: A Philosophical 
Examination of Rule-Based 

Decision-Making in Law and in 
Life,” and most recently covered 
the subject in his 2009 book, 
“Thinking Like a Lawyer.” 

PROFESSOR 
G. EDWARD 
WHITE, a leading 
constitutional 

law scholar and Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, is working on a 
three-volume series, “Law in 
American History.” 
 	 “I’m interested in how law 
and legal institutions came 
to occupy so central a place in 
American culture — how we 
came to define ourselves as a 

society grounded in the ‘rule 
of law’ and why lawyers, and 
legal authorities, have played 
such an important role in 
shaping American political 
life,” White said.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT Student organizations such as the American 
Constitution Society, the Student Legal Forum and the Federalist Society often host speakers 
on legal history or constitutional law topics and provide networking opportunities for those 
interested in the field. Recent events have included a talk focusing on the anatomy of a Supreme 
Court case by an experienced litigator, a lecture by Obama campaign general counsel Robert 
Bauer ’76 on the anti-election-reform movement, and the annual Supreme Court roundup, in which 
Virginia Law professors analyze cases from the past court term.

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND LEGAL HISTORY

www.law.virginia.edu/conlaw
   CONTACT  
Risa Goluboff
(434) 924-3749
goluboff@virginia.edu

CLINICS
Students in the First Amendment 
and Supreme Court Litigation 
clinics grapple with constitutional 
issues from real or potential 
litigation. These courses give 
students a firm grounding in 
issues they may tackle as clerks or 
as practicing attorneys.

SUPREME COURT 
LITIGATION CLINIC
Working in teams, students 
in this yearlong clinic handle 
actual cases, from seeking 
Supreme Court review to 

briefing on the merits. Students 
identify candidates for 
Supreme Court review; draft 
petitions for certiorari, amicus 
merits briefs and party merits 
briefs; and attend moots and 
Supreme Court arguments. 

FIRST AMENDMENT CLINIC
Run in conjunction with the 
Thomas Jefferson Center 
for the Protection of Free 
Expression and the law firm 
Baker Hostetler, the yearlong 
First Amendment Clinic 
gives students practical legal 

experience involving timely 
free speech and press issues. 
Students work in teams to 
conduct legal research, meet 
with clients and co-counsel, 
and draft legal memoranda and 
briefs. Assignments typically 
involve appellate-level litigation, 
although there are occasional 
trial-level opportunities. 
Students also work on a variety 
of non-litigation projects, 
such as reviewing proposed 
municipal ordinances for 
potential First Amendment 
flaws. 

Associate law 
professor MILA 
VERSTEEG, 
who has applied 
quantitative 
methods 
to studying 
the world’s 
constitutions, 
says that the 
influence of the 
U.S. Constitution 
has weakened in 
recent years.
   “The most 
likely reason for 
the declining 
appeal of the U.S. 
Constitution lies 
in the Constitution 
itself,” Versteeg 
said. “We find 
that the U.S. 
Constitution is 
increasingly out of 
step with a global 
constitutional 
consensus on 
human rights.
   “This trend 
suggests that 
the U.S. is losing 
influence in the 
constitutional 
realm. But it also 
suggests the 
possibility that 
the U.S. may be 
losing some of its 
‘soft power.’”

FACULTY Virginia’s faculty members have a broad range of expertise in constitutional law and legal 
history. Many are experts on the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court and several have argued before the court, 
including three full-time faculty members during the 2010-11 term.


