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Criminal Law

An understanding of criminal justice is fundamental to any lawyer’s education. 

Through the school’s Center for Criminal Justice, faculty engage with research exploring how to make a more just society.

Virginia students do not study criminal law only 
from a distance. They also enroll in clinics that 
offer hands-on involvement in juvenile justice, 
criminal prosecution or defense, and post-con-
viction innocence cases. The Law School 

supplements its curriculum with a wide range of 
extracurricular activities dedicated to criminal 
law, including a journal devoted to criminal law 
and an active Innocence Project. 

Collectively, these experiences lead Virginia 

graduates to coveted positions in the U.S. De-
partment of Justice Honors Program, in U.S. 
attorneys’ offices, and in district attorney and 
defense offices across the country.  

At the University of Virginia, the nation’s leading criminal law faculty offer an in-depth 
array of courses on all aspects of criminal justice, including the substantive criteria of guilt or 
innocence and the procedures used in the arrest, prosecution and punishment of offenders.

❱The Innocence 
Project at UVA Law 

helped free client Darnell 
Phillips, who served 28 

years in prison, after 
uncovering DNA evidence 
that supported his claims 

of innocence. 

COURSES  
AND SEMINARS
Cannabis 
Legalization 

Computer 
Crime Law 

Criminal 
Adjudication 

Criminal 
Investigation 

Criminal Law 
Colloquium 

Criminal Procedure 
Survey 

Criminology 

Crimmigration 
Law: Intersection 
of Criminal and 
Immigration Law 

Critical Race Theory 
and Criminal Justice 

Education Inside 
U.S. Prisons 
Seminar 

Evolution of 
Holistic Defense 

Federal 
Criminal Law 

Federal Criminal 
Pretrial and 
Trial Practice 

Federal Sentencing 

Forensic Psychology 
in Criminal 
Proceedings 

Global Business 
and International 
Corruption 

Law and Inequality 
Colloquium 

Law and Public 
Service 

Law of Corruption 

Law of the Police 
I: Rules, Rights 
and Regulation 

New Research in 
Criminal Justice 

Plea Bargaining 

Political Prisoners 

Practical Perspec-
tives on Policing: 
Fair and Effective 
Policymaking by 
Law Enforcement 

Public Law 
Colloquium 

Race and 
Criminal Justice 

Rethinking 
Criminal Justice 

Second Amend-
ment and Gun 
Violence Colloquium 

The Great Writ 

CLINICS 
Advanced Decarcer-
ation and Commu-
nity Reentry Clinic 

Criminal 
Defense Clinic 

Decarceration 
and Community 
Reentry Clinic 

Federal Criminal 
Sentencing 
Advocacy Clinic 

Holistic Youth 
Defense Clinic 

Innocence 
Project Clinic 

Project for Informed 
Reform Clinic 

Prosecution Clinic

These courses  
represent the 
2022-25 school 
years. Not all 
courses are offered 
every year.
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❱Prosecution 
Clinic student Natalia 
Heguaburo ’23 talks 

with Charlottesville 
General District Court 
Judge Kenneth Andrew 

Sneathern.

CLINICS
Civil Rights 
Students provide relief 
and legal support to indi-
viduals and communities 
that have been harmed 
by the criminalization of 
poverty and other forms 
of discrimination or 
deprivation of rights.

Criminal Defense
The semester-long 
Criminal Defense Clinic 
allows students to repre-
sent defendants in crim-
inal cases in local courts 
under the direct super-
vision of an experienced 
local criminal defense 
attorney. 

Decarceration  
and Community 
Reentry Clinic  
This clinic works to stop 
the cycle of incarcera-
tion by helping formerly 
incarcerated people 
resolve the collateral 
consequences of arrests 
and convictions, and 
by creating sustainable 
and effective reforms in 
their communities.

Federal Criminal 
Sentencing Advocacy
Students work di-
rectly with clients to file 
motions in federal Dis-
trict Courts to reduce 
client sentences, in-
cluding post-release 
supervision.

Holistic Youth  
Defense
Students represent 
clients on delinquency, 
school discipline and 
special education matters 
to help keep youth in 
their homes, schools and 
communities with appro-
priate support.

Innocence Project 
Students in this yearlong 
clinic investigate poten-
tial wrongful convictions 
in Virginia. Some of the 
cases have forensic ev-
idence (usually DNA) 

that could potentially 
be tested, and some are 
non-DNA cases. 

Project for 
Informed Reform 
Students collaborate 
with outside organi-
zations to produce re-
search and reliable data 
supporting criminal 
justice reform proposals. 

Prosecution 
In this yearlong clinic, 
students work with 
prosecutors to try cases 
in local jurisdictions.  

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT
Virginia Journal of 
Criminal Law 
This student-edited 
journal—one of only 
a handful at leading 
law schools focused on 
criminal law—also spon-
sors legal symposia and 
conferences.

Domestic Violence 
Project 
This pro bono student 
organization monitors 
local domestic violence 
cases and assists local 
prosecutors by inter-
viewing victims of do-
mestic violence.

Virginia Innocence 
Project Pro Bono 
Clinic 
In the pro bono coun-
terpart to the for-credit 
clinic, students volun-
teer their time to evalu-
ate innocence claims by 
prisoners in Virginia and 
assess the appropriate 
avenues of legal relief.

Virginia Law in Prison 
Project 
This student organiza-
tion sponsors speaking 
events, pro bono expe-
riences and educational 
opportunities regarding 
correctional practices 
and policy.

❱Professor Darryl 
Brown, a former 
public defender, 
is the author of 
“Free Market 
Criminal Justice: 
How Democracy 
and Laissez Faire 
Undermine the 
Rule of Law,” which 
focuses on how the 
U.S. criminal justice 
system is marked 
by faith in free 
markets and the 
political process.

❱Professor 
Deirdre M. Enright, 
who launched 
and directed the 
Innocence Project 
at UVA Law, recently 
kicked off a new 
clinic, the Project for 
Informed Reform.

❱A former U.S. 
Justice Department 
prosecutor, 
Professor Rachel 
Harmon’s work 
examines policing 
and its regulation. 
She directs the Law 
School’s Center for 
Criminal Justice 
alongside Professor 
Deirdre M. Enright. 

❱Professor Megan 
T. Stevenson is 
an economist 
and criminal 
justice scholar 
who conducts 
empirical research 
in areas such as 
bail, algorithmic 
risk assessment, 
misdemeanors, 
sentencing and 
juvenile justice. 

❱Professor Kim 
Forde-Mazrui 
teaches Criminal 
Law, Criminal 
Adjudication, 
and Race and 
Law, among other 
courses. His 
scholarship focuses 
on equal protection, 
especially involving 
race and sexual 
orientation. 

❱Professor 
Thomas Frampton, 
who has been cited 
multiple times by 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court, is an expert 
in criminal law and 
criminal procedure 
and a former public 
defender. His work 
focuses on mass 
incarceration and 
other issues that 
touch on race and 
social position.


