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Through special events, research, and courses and clinics with experts in
the field, students engage deeply with the law to understand the unique
culture, innovation and ideas that fuel and preserve America’s government.
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Karsh Center
for Law and
Democracy

The Karsh Center for
Law and Democracy

is a nonpartisan legal
organization at UVA

Law School. The Karsh
Center’s mission is to
promote understanding
and appreciation of the
principles and practices
necessary for a well-
functioning, pluralistic
democracy, including civil
discourse and democratic
dialogue, civic engagement
and citizenship, ethics
and integrity in public
office, and respect for the
rule of law. The center
supports these essential
features of our democratic
life through rigorous

and cutting-edge legal
and interdisciplinary
scholarship and
programming.

CENTER EVENTS

» Threats to Liberal Democracy:
Affective Polarization,
Populism and Inequality
inthe United States

» The Politics of Presidential
Indictments, With Professors
Cynthia Nicoletti and
Frederick Schauer

» The Role of Statutory Principles
in Reconciling LGBTQ+ Rights
and Religious Freedom

» AConversation With Justice
Anthony Kennedy, With
David Rubenstein

» The Charlottesville Trial: An
Overview of Sines v. Kessler

» UVA Democracy Biennial: Crises,
Opportunities, Freedoms

» Canthe President
Pardon Himself?

KARSH CENTER AFFILIATED FACULTY

» Payvand Ahdout focuses on
modern uses of judicial power
through the lens of federal courts,
and recently won the Yale Law
Journal’sinaugural Emerging
Scholar of the Year Award.

» Michael D. Gilbert teaches
and writes about election

law, legislation, and law

and economics, as well as
misinformation and corruption.

» Kimberly Jenkins Robinson
leads the Center for the Study
of Race and Law and the
Education Rights Institute. She
is an expert on how federal and
state law and policy can close
educational opportunity gaps.

» Aditya Bamzai teaches
administrative law, civil
procedure, computer crime
and conflicts of law. From
2019102021, he served asa
member of the Privacy and Civil
Liberties Oversight Board.

® Craig Konnoth explores issues
of health and civil rights, and
health data, in his scholarship.
His work looks broadly at minority
and marginalized communities,
including the LGBTQ+ community.

® Bertrall Ross writes and
teaches on democratic
responsiveness and
accountability, as well as the
inclusion of marginalized
communities in administrative
and political processes.

» Melody C. Barnes, the founding
executive director of UVA’s Karsh
Institute of Democracy, served

in the Obama administration

as director of the White House
Domestic Policy Council.

» Joy Milligan studies the
intersection of law and inequality,
with a particular focus on race-
based economic inequality, and
federal officials’ long-term role

in extending racial segregation.

» Micah J. Schwartzman’s work
focuses on law and religion,
jurisprudence, political philosophy
and constitutional law.
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LAWAND DEMOCRACY

Professor Bertrall Ross
(434) 924-7305
bross@law.virginia.edu

Professor Micah Schwartzman
(434) 924-7848
schwartzman@law.virginia.edu

Karsh Center Distinguished Fellows

law.virginia.edu/karsh

» Eugene R. Fidell is one
of the nation’s leading
experts on military law. He
served as a judge advocate
inthe U.S. Coast Guard
and has represented
personnel in every branch
of the armed forces.

® Linda Greenhouse teaches ~ ® ChinhQ.Le’00isa

The Institutional Supreme visiting professor of practice
Court. She covered the atthe Law School. From
Supreme Court forThe New 2011102021, he served
YorkTimes between 1978and  as legal director of the
2008 and writes a biweekly Legal Aid Society of the
op-ed column on law. District of Columbia.
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