
Civil Rights Clinic 2022-2023 Application  

Name:  
Address: 
Cell: 
Email: 
 

Please attach a current resume to your application. Submit applications to Rob Poggenklass 
(rob@justice4all.org) and Maisie Osteen (maisie@justice4all.org).  Completed applications should be 
submitted by Monday, June 20.  If you have any questions about the application requirements, the 
process, or the clinic itself, please do not hesitate to contact Rob at (434) 242-6479. 

Course Description: 

This yearlong clinical course is offered in partnership with the Legal Aid Justice Center, and course 
meetings are typically held onsite at the firm. LAJC’s clinics are designed to educate students about the 
range of strategies used by attorneys to identify, investigate and attack systemic injustices, encouraging 
holistic and community-partnered approaches to lawyering. 

The Civil Rights Clinic capitalizes on the work of LAJC's Civil Rights & Racial Justice Program by tapping 
into the legal and organizing networks already working to address inequities at the local and state levels, 
and expanding that work in ways that will have a national as well as generational impact. 

Students provide direct representation to clients as well as participate in impact advocacy, including: 
complex litigation in federal court, expungement and youthful serious offender litigation in Virginia 
courts, legal support for community education and organizing, administrative advocacy, and legislative 
and policy advocacy. Students acquire translatable skills that will be valuable to a wide range of future 
employers, from private firms with federal litigation practices to fellowships with prestigious civil rights 
and legal services firms outside of Virginia. 

Students enrolled in the clinic come away with a deeper understanding of the relationship between race 
and poverty in America and the role of lawyers in challenging policies and practices that perpetuate 
poverty. The experience of lawyering for change will not only be intellectually challenging and personally 
fulfilling, but also will profoundly influence the way students engage in conversations about the critical 
issues of the day around dinner tables, boardrooms, courthouses and other public forums long after 
they graduate from the Law School. 

If you accept an offer for a place in the Civil Rights Clinic, you must enroll in the clinic, and once enrolled, 
you cannot drop the clinic. The clinic requires an average of 13 hours per week of work (please note that 
this is only an average, and given the realities of legal practice and the demands of our caseloads, it will 
vary from week to week). 

 

 

Application Questions (please be detailed in your responses): 

a) Please describe your interest in the Civil Rights Clinic, including any personal, 
professional and/or academic experiences or goals prompting your application, and any 
specific issue related to the criminalization of poverty that interests you and why (e.g.: 



policing in low-wealth communities, criminal justice debt, bail reform, intersection of 
racial and economic justice, prison conditions, re-entry barriers, etc.).  

b) Please list any special skills and/or course work you have taken that you think are 
relevant to the Clinic’s work, and explain how you think they might enhance your work in 
the Clinic (e.g.: community organizing or education; conducting investigations, 
journalistic or other writing training/experience; and/or technical or data analysis skills, 
etc.).  

 


