
VIRGINIA LOAN FORGIVENESS  Helps repay the loans of graduates who earn less than 
$75,000 annually in public service positions.  PROGRAM DETAILS: LAW.VIRGINIA.EDU/LOANFORGIVE

VIRGINIA PUBLIC INTEREST INTERVIEW PROGRAM Students interviewing with public service employers  
across the country receive funding to defray the costs of travel.

NATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS Counselors from the Public Service Center advise and prepare 
students seeking external summer funding and distinguished postgraduate fellowships 

such as Skadden and Equal Justice Works fellowships.

UVA LAW IS COMMITTED TO HELPING STUDENTS MAKE AN IMPACT in their 
communities and in the world. 

Through financial support, counseling, mentorship, and a network of peers and alumni 

practitioners, UVA Law prepares students to become leading public service lawyers.

HOW UVA LAW FUNDS PUBLIC SERVICE FELLOWSHIPS

PUBLIC SERVICE

“The guaranteed funding for public service work at UVA has 
relieved some of the financial stress that can result from 

pursuing a public service career. And the counselors at the 
Public Service Center have been really wonderful about 

identifying additional sources of funding.”

—JENNIFER POPP ’18 is clerking for the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, and plans to pursue a career in public service

GUARANTEED SUMMER FUNDING for all students working in public service.  
In 2018, $572,828 was awarded to 143 students.

POWELL FELLOWSHIP IN LEGAL SERVICE This two-year fellowship awards a $45,000 yearly salary, benefits 
and loan forgiveness to a graduating student or judicial law clerk.

SPECIALTY SUMMER FELLOWSHIPS for students interested in international law,  
human rights and policy.

ROBERT F. KENNEDY ’51 FELLOWSHIPS Recent graduates can work for a year at any public service employer  
they choose. Fellows receive a $40,000 salary and loan forgiveness.

“Each time a 
man stands up 
for an ideal or 

acts to improve 
the lot of others, 

or strikes out 
against injustice, 

he sends forth 
a tiny ripple of 

hope, and crossing 
each other from a 

million different 
centers, those 
ripples build a 

current which can 
sweep down the 
mightiest walls 

of oppression and 
resistance.” 

—ROBERT F.
KENNEDY ’51



THE PROGRAM IN LAW 
AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
The program provides a tailored curriculum 
and intensive training to prepare students for 
careers in public service. Students can participate 
in monthly brown-bag lunches with inspiring 
public interest lawyers from around the country 
and attend a series of dinners and social events 
throughout the year.

CLINICAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Students gain real-world legal experience in one 
of Virginia’s many clinics. Under the supervision 
of licensed attorneys, students perform all the 
tasks of a lawyer, including client and witness 
interviews, investigation, preparation of pleadings, 
negotiation and courtroom advocacy.

EXTERNSHIPS 
PROGRAM 
Students earn academic credit while working 
part-time or full-time anywhere in the world for 
a public service employer of their choice during 
the school year.

THE ALUMNI 
NETWORK 
There are more than 20,000 UVA Law graduates 
in 50 states and in more than 60 foreign countries.

Virginia’s formal and informal programs give 
students the opportunity to network with these 
alumni and be matched with a public service 
mentor. Through an online alumni directory, 
students can connect with alums in any practice 
area in the world.

Counselors continue to provide career 
counseling after graduation and throughout 
graduates’ careers.

law.virginia.edu/publicservice  

CONTACT  
Annie Kim  

(434) 924-3883 
publicservice@law.virginia.edu

PRO BONO CONTACT  
Kimberly Emery 
(434) 924-3883 

probono@law.virginia.edu

PUBLIC SERVICE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMUNITY
VIRGINIA HAS MORE THAN 20 STUDENT-RUN public service–oriented organizations that help 

students gain experience and meet classmates with similar goals. 

THE LAW SCHOOL HAS A COMMITTED TEAM OF ATTORNEY-COUNSELORS helping students 
figure out what they want to achieve and giving them the assistance they need to get there. 

STUDENTS RECEIVE SUPPORT from faculty and alumni mentors. 

THE LAW SCHOOL SPONSORS AN ANNUAL PUBLIC SERVICE CONFERENCE and dozens of 
public service panels and speakers each semester.

“Through UVA Law’s Criminal Defense 
Clinic, I observed the monumental 
impact the law has on people’s lives. 
The lessons I learned from my clients 
and supervisors prepared me for 
my career as a public defender 
at The Bronx Defenders.”

—JEREMY BENNIE ’18

“UVA Law provided me with an inspirational, 
supportive, tight-knit public service community. 

The career counselors were so caring and 
willing to help guide me in my career search, 

and my peers supported and inspired me 
to follow my public interest goals.”

—SHANTHI RAJAGOPALAN ’18, an attorney with the 
Contra Costa District Attorney’s Office in California

THE 
PRO BONO 
PROGRAM 

The Law School encourages 
students to voluntarily 

complete at least 75 hours of 
pro bono service. Opportunities 
are available with local attorneys 

and organizations, as well as 
throughout the nation.

• 15,244 pro bono hours logged 
by students in 2017-18

• 147 students volunteered pro 
bono with 109 organizations 

during the 2017-18 winter break
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of the 
program, 

right.


