PUBLIC SERVICE
UVA LAW IS COMMITTED TO HELPING STUDENTS MAKE AN IMPACT in their

communities and in the world.
Through financial support, counseling, mentorship, and a network of peers and alumni
practitioners, UVA Law prepares students to become leading public service lawyers.

HOW UVA LAW FUNDS PUBLIC SERVICE FELLOWSHIPS
GUARANTEED SUMMER FUNDING for all students working in public service.

In 2020, $710,351 was awarded to 168 students.
POWELL FELLOWSHIP IN LEGAL SERVICE This two-year fellowship awards a $45,000 yearly salary, benefits

and loan forgiveness to a graduating student or judicial law clerk.
SPECIALTY SUMMER FELLOWSHIPS for students interested in international law,

human rights and policy.
ROBERT F. KENNEDY ’51 FELLOWSHIPS Recent graduates can work for a year at any public service employer

they choose. Fellows receive a $40,000 salary and loan forgiveness.
“Each time a
man stands up
for an ideal or
acts to improve
the lot of others,
or strikes out
against injustice,
he sends forth
a tiny ripple of
hope, and crossing
each other from a
million different
centers, those
ripples build a
current which can
sweep down the
mightiest walls
of oppression and
resistance.”

“The counselors in the Public Service Center do a wonderful
job of guiding students who need financial support to pursue
a public service career. Guaranteed funding for summer
internships, opportunities for additional funding, and the
Virginia Loan Forgiveness Program all work to remove
financial barriers for students wishing to enter the public
sector immediately after graduation.”
—BROOKE SWANN ’20 is slated to become a prosecutor
with the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office

—ROBERT F.
KENNEDY ’51

VIRGINIA LOAN FORGIVENESS Helps repay the loans of graduates who earn less than
$85,000 annually in public service positions. PROGRAM DETAILS: LAW.VIRGINIA.EDU/LOANFORGIVE
VIRGINIA PUBLIC INTEREST INTERVIEW PROGRAM Students interviewing with public service employers

across the country receive funding to defray the costs of travel.
NATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS Counselors from the Public Service Center advise and prepare

students seeking external summer funding and distinguished postgraduate fellowships
such as Skadden and Equal Justice Works fellowships.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMUNITY
VIRGINIA HAS MORE THAN 20 STUDENT-RUN public service–oriented organizations that help
students gain experience and meet classmates with similar goals.
THE LAW SCHOOL HAS A COMMITTED TEAM OF ATTORNEY-COUNSELORS helping students
figure out what they want to achieve and giving them the assistance they need to get there.

The Program in
Law and Public
Service was
founded in 2010 to
support students
interested in
public-sector
careers.

STUDENTS RECEIVE SUPPORT from faculty and alumni mentors.
THE LAW SCHOOL SPONSORS AN ANNUAL PUBLIC SERVICE CONFERENCE and dozens of
public service panels and speakers each semester.

THE
PRO BONO
PROGRAM
The Law School encourages
students to voluntarily
complete at least 75 hours of
pro bono service. Opportunities
are available with local attorneys
and organizations, as well as
throughout the nation.
• 14,394 pro bono hours logged
by students in 2019-20
• 135 students volunteered pro
bono with 98 organizations
during the 2019-20 winter break

“During my 1L summer, I had the opportunity
to serve as a research assistant for Professor
Kimberly Jenkins Robinson, a leader in the field
of education law and civil rights, and my faculty
mentor within UVA Law’s Program in Law and
Public Service. Professor Robinson’s guidance
and ongoing support has been invaluable
as I determine the kind of civil rights
attorney I want to be.”
—CHRISTOPHER YARRELL ’22

“The counselors at the Public Service Center are
committed to ensuring that you find a career that
marries up nicely to your scheme of values,
interests and personality. I was astounded by the
time and effort they took — beyond the job
description — to consider my hopes, background
and fears in supporting and advising me.”
—MANAL CHEEMA ’20 will clerk for the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Armed Forces before joining
the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps

THE PROGRAM IN LAW AND PUBLIC SERVICE
The program provides a tailored curriculum and intensive training to prepare students for careers in public
service. Students meet inspiring public interest lawyers from around the country in numerous events
designed for fellows, and attend a series of dinners, workshops and social events throughout the year.

CLINICAL OPPORTUNITIES
Students gain real-world legal experience in one of Virginia’s many clinics. Under the supervision of
licensed attorneys, students perform all the tasks of a lawyer, including client and witness interviews,
investigation, preparation of pleadings, negotiation and courtroom advocacy.

EXTERNSHIPS PROGRAM
Students earn academic credit while working part-time or full-time anywhere in the world for a
public service employer of their choice during the school year.

THE ALUMNI NETWORK
There are more than 20,000 UVA Law graduates in 50 states and in more than 60 foreign countries.
Virginia’s formal and informal programs give students the opportunity to network with these alumni
and be matched with a public service mentor. Through an online alumni directory, students can
connect with alums in any practice area in the world.
Counselors continue to provide career counseling after graduation and throughout graduates’ careers.

PUBLIC SERVICE

law.virginia.edu/publicservice
CONTACT
Annie Kim
(434) 924-3883
publicservice@law.virginia.edu
PRO BONO CONTACT
Kimberly Emery
(434) 924-3883
probono@law.virginia.edu

