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From Dean Risa Goluboff

 A 
RECURRING THEME OVER THE PAST 18 MONTHS has been how the 
COVID-19 pandemic has warped our sense of time. Lockdowns brought ev-
erything to a halt, and we are still figuring out how to resume the pace of life 
and work during, and hopefully soon after, the pandemic. 

In other ways, though, time—and change over time—has accelerated. That 
has been particularly true when it comes to the role of technology in our lives. 
The pandemic has required us to do so much more 
online than we ever have before—from classes and 
conferences to business meetings and judicial hear-
ings to birthdays, weddings and holidays. In turn, 

online privacy, cybersecurity and related issues have become ever 
more pressing. 

In this issue of UVA Lawyer, we explore the many ways the Law 
School and its alumni are responding to the challenges presented 
by our society’s increased (and still increasing) reliance on tech-
nology. You will hear from faculty and alumni who advise busi-
nesses and government agencies on an array of data privacy and 
cybersecurity issues. By developing data breach response plans, 
analyzing companies’ security performance, and probing the in-
tersection of cybersecurity and international law, UVA lawyers 
are shaping the frontiers of the field.

The Law School also launched a new LawTech Center this year, 
with Professor Danielle Citron serving as inaugural director. The center will address the 
important legal, ethical and policy questions implicated by the proliferation of technology; 
the use of computational tools, such as natural language processing, to understand the law 
and legal institutions; and the crucial and complex deployment of technology in the prac-
tice of law. The LawTech Center will bring together scholars across a host of fields explor-
ing these questions—from national security to civil rights, from antitrust to corporate law, 
from environmental law to legal philosophy. This new center will better enable affiliated 
faculty to shape law and policy, facilitate cutting-edge scholarship, prepare our students for 
the technologies they will encounter in the legal profession, and forge connections between 
the Law School and those practicing at the nexus of law and technology.

In real—as opposed to virtual—life, UVA Law also continues to thrive. We are, as always, 
defined by our people and our relationships to each other. As we returned to fully in-person 
operations this fall, we welcomed a new 1L class that is both the most highly credentialed 
and the most racially diverse in our history. Over the past two years, we have also welcomed 
a record-breaking 17 new professors to our tenure-line faculty—brilliant scholars and gen-
erous teachers all. Our four most recent hires are profiled in these pages. We also applaud 
the accomplishments of our students and of alumni at all stages of their careers—including 
114 new law clerks, three new members of the American Law Institute, several new judges 
and executive branch leaders, and a new commissioner of a Power Five NCAA conference.

As we continue to navigate the challenges facing us, we rejoice in our renewed ability 
to learn and work together, we celebrate the accomplishments of our colleagues, and we 
remain grateful to our friends and alumni who make it all possible.RO
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❱ UVA President 
Jim Ryan ’92, right, led 
a rescheduled Founder's 

Day tree planting ceremony 
honoring former Dean John C. 

Jeffries Jr. ’73, left. 

The Oct. 5 event recognized 
Jeffries’ nearly five decades of 

University service with a 
black tupelo in Spies 

Garden.

❱  New professors Mildred Ravenell (now Robinson), left, and Julie Roin, right, with Rosemary Daszkiewicz ’86, 
received Jefferson cups during a welcome from the Virginia Law Women in November 1985 at the Ivy Inn.

❱ Members of Virginia Law Women in 1981-82 included (front row) Ellen Distelheim ’82, Sally Stone ’82, and Liz Scheffee ’84; 
and (back row) Barbara J. LaVerdi ’82 and Elaine Claar Campbell ’82. 

IN OUR SPRING ISSUE 
we reported on how Virginia 
Law Women began. Since 
publication we learned of new 
information on two captions, 
which are corrected at right.

THE ARTICLE REFERRED 

TO Professor Lillian 
R. BeVier as the first 
female tenure-track 
professor. BeVier was 
the first female pro-
fessor to earn tenure, 
but Gail Starling 
Marshall ’68 became 
the first female as-
sistant professor on 
the full-time teaching 
faculty in 1969.

A NOTE ON 
‘MAKING ROOM FOR 

WOMEN’



“Theideais,ifyouhaveto
payfifteenpercentnomatter

whereyoudeclareyour
income,there’sno

reasontoputyour
incomeinazero-
taxjurisdiction.If
you’reacountry

thatalreadyhas
one,youwantthe

othercountriestohave
themtoo.TheU.S.hasbeen

tryingtogetother
countriestoadopt
onesincethesixties.”

—PROFESSOR RUTH MASON, 
explaining the global minimum 

corporate tax (The New Yorker)

“The relationship between 
economic actors and 

armed groups in times of 
repression and war is not unique 

to the Colombian conflict.”
—PROFESSOR CAMILO SÁNCHEZ, 

in an op-ed on transitional 
justice in Latin America; he 

recently authored a report on 
the topic (Justicia en las 

Américas)

“Thepracticeof
lawisbestwhenyou

arechallenged,learning
andinserviceto

others.Success
ismaintain-

ingacon-
stantand
consistent

measure
ofallthree.”

—JAMILA WILLIS ’09, 
interviewed as a 40 Under 40 honoree 

(Bloomberg Law)

“Techcompaniesamplify
damaginglies,violent

conspiraciesand
privacyinvasions

becausethey
generate
copiousad
revenuefrom

thelikes,clicks
andshares.”

—PROFESSOR DANIELLE 
CITRON, in an op-ed on amending  

Section 230 (WIRED UK)

“Lawyers sometimes have the 
myopic view that 

the company 
cares about 

litigation and 
that’s not true. 

Our leaders, 
the company, 

the shareholders, 
they don’t care 

about litigation. What 
they care about is the 
ability to facilitate their 

business objective.”
—CARLOS BROWN ’99, 

Dominion Energy 
general counsel  
(The Am Law 

Litigation Daily)

“Westillfacea
keyquestion:

‘Howdo
youcreatea

legalmarket
foran
addictive
substance
andstill

protectpublic
health?’”

—PROFESSOR RICHARD BONNIE ’69, on Virginia 
decriminalizing marijuana (UVA Today)

“Criminal 
prosecution is not 

an effective way to 
change policing. 

It’s individualistic, 
whereas most of the 

problems in policing 
are institutional.”

—PROFESSOR RACHEL HARMON, on the 
conviction of former police officer  
Derek Chauvin (FiveThirtyEight)

“Thecourt’scritics
sayitisnow

protectingthe
religious
majority,but
that’snottrue.

Bydefinition,
noonecomesto

thecourtseekinglegal
protectionuntilafterithas
lostinthepoliticalprocess.”

—PROFESSOR DOUGLAS LAYCOCK, on the 
Roberts court’s approach to religious liberty 

cases (Deseret News)

“While bots have a long 
way to go, if you squint a 

bit, it’s possible to see  
real potential.”

—PROFESSOR MICHAEL 
LIVERMORE, in a co-authored 

op-ed on bot-generated comments 
on government proposals (Slate)

“There’svirtuallynodataon
howoftenconserva-

torsmisuse
theirpoweror
whenacon-
servatorship
hasbeen

improperly
imposed.”

—PROFESSOR NAOMI CAHN, in an op-ed on Britney 
Spears’ conservatorship (The Conversation)

“I can ask you on the street 
what your vaccine status 
is. I can ask you in my 

business what your vaccine 
status is. If I’m not your su-

pervisor, that’s not a violation 
[of HIPAA] because I have no impact 
on you. On the other hand, you have 
no obligation to answer me.” 

—PROFESSOR MARGARET FOSTER RILEY, 
discussing health privacy law and 

vaccination status (PBS NewsHour)

“Fornow,Alstonisanarrow
legalruling,butthejustices
leftenoughmaterialbread-
crumbstoclearlyindicate

thattheNCAAmodel
isbroken.Ifa

systemthatholds
billionsofdollars
breaksapart,the
moneyhasto

flowsomewhere.
Andwithsomuchat

stake,youcanbetthepeople
hopingtograbsomeofitare
alreadymaneuveringto
shapethefuture.”

—DONALD H. YEE ’87, in an op-ed on the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling Alston v. NCAA 

(The Washington Post) 

“We have the cases that show where 
everything goes off 

the rails. For 
every issue 

there is in the 
criminal 

justice system, 
we have a case, 

or 50. We can 
raise our hands 

and show you how 
these things happen.” 

—PROFESSOR DEIRDRE ENRIGHT ’92, on the 
Law School’s new Project on Informed 

Reform, which will allow students to work 
on criminal justice reform (WVTF)
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A RECORD 114 LAW SCHOOL ALUMNI are clerking across the country during 
the 2021 court term. Graduates have topped the school’s record for 
the number of clerks for three straight years.

Overall, 40 alumni are clerking in federal appellate circuit courts, 
59 are clerking at federal district courts and other federal courts, one 
is clerking at the U.S. Supreme Court, and 14 are clerking for state 
appellate courts and other local courts.

“We’ve been gratified by the continued interest in clerking among 
both our students and alumni, which is continuing to fuel these strong 
numbers,” said Ruth Payne ’02, senior director of judicial clerkships. 
“I sincerely believe that UVA Law produces excellent clerks. We 
find many judges hire from us every year, and we are always thrilled 
when they tell us how happy they are with our graduates.”

A large segment of the clerks are members of the Class of 2021, 

CLERKSHIP 
NUMBERS 

REACH 
NEW 

HEIGHTS  

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
SCHOOL OF LAW 

NOW

4   5   

IS
TO

CK

ACCOLADES 

1NOOREEN REZA ’21 was 
named this year’s recipient 
of the Virginia State Bar’s 

Oliver White Hill Law Student 
Pro Bono Award.

2 SAM LONG ’22 and ALEJA 
ROCHA LL.M. ’22 were 
named 2021 Tillman 

Scholars.

3 The Federalist Society at 
UVA Law won the James 
Madison Award for Student 

Chapter of the Year, the first 
back-to-back recipient.

4 KOLLEEN GLADDEN ’21 won  
the annual Pro Bono 
Award, tallying over 316 

hours of service.

5SALWA AHMAD ’24 and MOLLY 
KECK ’24 are this year’s 
recipients of the Virginia 

Public Service Scholarships.

6DAVID GOLDMAN ’19 is serving 
as one of five Bristow 
Fellows in the Office of the 

Solicitor General at the U.S. 
Department of Justice during 
2021-22.

7                                 GRACE TANG ’21 received the 
Rosenbloom Award for 
improving the academic 

environment for her fellow 
students.

8Third-year students EMILY 
HOCKETT, DONNA FAYE IMADI, 
TRUST KUPUPIKA and JEFFREY 

STILES are the 2021-22 Ritter 
Scholars.

9 DOMINIQUE FENTON ’21 
received an Equal Justice 
Works Regional Public 

Interest Award.

10 MARK D. DUDA ’21 was 
named co-winner of 
the Virginia Law 

Review’s first Student Essay 
Competition for his paper 
“Remedying Police Brutality 
Through Sentencing Reduction.”

of whom 20% will be serving in 
judicial clerkships nationwide 
this fall. Out of 318 J.D. gradu-
ates in the class, 63 are clerking, 

including 15 in federal appellate circuit courts.
When clerkships for future terms are included, 71 members of the 

class have accepted a total of 83 clerkships. Twenty-eight of these 
graduates have accepted clerkships for a later term, and 18 have 
already accepted a second clerkship in 2022 or 2023.

At the U.S. Supreme Court, Libby Baird ’19 is clerking for Justice 
Amy Coney Barrett. The Law School is fifth after Yale, Harvard, 
Stanford and Chicago in the number of graduates clerking on the 
U.S. Supreme Court since 2005.

The Law School is No. 4 in the percentage of graduates from 
the classes of 2018-20 going directly to federal clerkships after law 
school, according to American Bar Association data.

Payne said clerking gives law school graduates an inside perspec-
tive on how courts make decisions, a strong network and relation-
ships with judges and fellow clerks, and an opportunity to build 
their legal research and writing skills at the start of their careers.

“Many clerks feel rewarded not only by the mentoring relation-
ship with their judges, but by the experience of working on deci-
sions that directly impact people’s lives,” Payne said.

—Mike Fox 
See the clerkships list on p. 8-9.

1 2     
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ANNUAL 
GIVING   

TOPS 47% 

CLERKSHIPS 
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2021 
TERM  R
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MICHAEL 
CORCORAN ’17 

TO CLERK FOR 
U.S. SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 
CLARENCE THOMAS

  FEDERAL DISTRICT 
COURTS AND OTHER 
FEDERAL COURTS 

U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of 
Alabama

U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District 
of Alabama 

U.S. District Court for 
the District of Arizona

U.S. District Court for the 
District of Arkansas

U.S. District Court for 
the Central District 
of California

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District 
of California

U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District 
of California

U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Columbia (4)

U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Connecticut

U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Delaware

U.S. District Court forthe 
Middle District of 
Florida

U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of 
Georgia

U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District 
of Illinois

U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District 
of Indiana

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District 
of Kansas

U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Maryland

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District 
of Michigan

U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of Mississippi (2)

U.S. District Court for 
the District of New 
Mexico

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District 
of New York

U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of New York (4)

U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of 
North Carolina (3)

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District 
of North Carolina (2)

U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of Ohio

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District 
of Pennsylvania (2)

U.S. District Court for 
the District of South 
Carolina

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District 
of Texas

U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District 
of Texas (2)

U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of Texas (3)

U.S. District Court for 
the District of Utah

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District 
of Virginia (9)

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District 
of Virginia (4)

U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims 

  STATE APPELLATE 
COURTS AND OTHER 
FEDERAL COURTS 

Colorado Supreme 
Court

District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals

Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia

Supreme Court of 
Hawaii 

Court of Appeals of 
Maryland (2)

Minnesota Supreme 
Court

New Mexico Court of 
Appeals

North Carolina Business 
Court

Rhode Island Supreme 
Court

Supreme Court of Texas 
(2)

Fairfax (Va.) Circuit 
Court 

Norfolk (Va.) Circuit 
Court

MICHAEL CORCORAN ’17 will clerk for Justice Clarence 
Thomas at the U.S. Supreme Court during the 2022 term.

Corcoran said he has admired Thomas for many years 
and is excited for the chance to learn from the justice 
after studying his opinions.

“I am thrilled to have this opportunity to clerk for 
Justice Thomas, who’s been such a towering intellect 
on the court,” he said. “He’s a justice whose jurispru-
dence is going to shape the minds of law students for 
years to come.” 

The Law School is fifth after Harvard, Yale, Stanford 
and Chicago in placing clerks on the U.S. Supreme Court 
since 2005. Libby Baird ’19 is clerking for Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett for the 2021 term.

Corcoran is an associate at Dechert in Philadelphia, 
focusing his practice on appellate litigation, as well as 
trial litigation and criminal investigations. He previ-
ously clerked for U.S. Court of Appeals Judges Jerry 
E. Smith of the Fifth Circuit and Stephanos Bibas of 
the Third Circuit.

He said the Law School taught him how to think like 
a lawyer, including about difficult legal issues, and that 
his clerkships were a continuation of that education.

“I think that the two clerkships only helped further 

hone those skills and helped me delve very deeply into 
a given case and think very critically and analytically 
about all the different angles that were involved,” he said. 

At UVA Law, Corcoran was articles editor of the Vir-
ginia Law Review, recipient of the Roger and Madeleine 
Traynor Prize, and logistics chair for the Federalist So-
ciety’s 2016 National Student Symposium. He also was 
a participant in the Supreme Court Litigation Clinic, 
served as a research assistant for Professor Saikrishna 
Prakash and then-Professor Kimberly Kessler Ferzan, 
and conducted an independent study under the guid-
ance of Professor Caleb Nelson.

“Michael has all the skills to serve Justice Thomas 
extremely well: superb intellect, tremendous work ethic 
and fluid writing,” said Prakash, a former Thomas clerk. 
“And he is a wonderful person, to boot.”

Corcoran praised those who helped him along the way.
“This is something that I couldn’t have achieved on my 

own, and I think anyone who obtains one of these clerk-
ships is someone who has behind them a lot of people 
who have helped them get over the finish line,” he said.

Corcoran earned his bachelor’s from Villanova Uni-
versity.

—Mike Fox

THE LAW SCHOOL FOUNDATION received gifts to-
taling $21.9 million in the annual giving cam-
paign that ended June 30—the third-highest 
amount in the history of the foundation.  

More than 47% of alumni gave to the 
effort, with 8,369 alumni and 9,522 donors 
giving overall. The number of alumni donors 
and the alumni participation rate increased 
over last year. 

“These results are a tribute to our 
alumni and friends, who renewed their 
support despite the pandemic,” said Luis 
Alvarez Jr. ’88, president and CEO of the 
Law School Foundation. “Our alumni vol-
unteers carried the day, personalizing every 
touch and communication and reminding 
our donors what they cherish about the 
Law School.”

The school has now raised $319 million 
of its $400 million capital campaign goal, 
part of the University’s $5 billion Honor the 
Future campaign. 

Annual giving and endowment are major 
sources of funding for scholarships, public 
service loan forgiveness, clinics, research 
initiatives, professorships and numerous 
other programs. 

—Mike Fox

  U.S. SUPREME 
COURT

Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett

  FEDERAL 
APPELLATE 
CIRCUIT COURTS 

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of 
Columbia Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the First Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit  
(3 clerkships)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit (5)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit (8)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit (6)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eighth Circuit (4)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit (4)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit (3)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit (3)

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit



DISCOVERY DISCOVERY

10           UVA LAW YER   |   Fall 2021     Fall 2021   |   UVA LAW YER          11

THE LAW SCHOOL welcomed a first-year J.D. class with 
the strongest academic numbers and the most racial 
diversity in the school’s history.

The 300 members of the Class of 2024 were selected 
from a pool of 7,080 applicants, representing a 29% in-
crease in applications over last year. Students in the 
class set new records in median undergraduate GPA 
and median LSAT, 3.91 and 171, respectively.

The percentage of women, 51%, is second only to last 
year, which set a record with 53%. There are nine veter-
ans and active-duty members in the class, representing 

the Air Force, Army and Navy.
“We selected the Class of 2024 from an exceptionally 

large and competitive applicant pool, as the 2020-21 
cycle saw an unprecedented volume of highly qualified 
law school applicants,” said Natalie Blazer ’08, assistant 
dean for admissions and chief admissions officer. “Each 
member of this incoming class exhibits not only academic 
excellence and dedication to legal service but also the 
strength of character that embodies the spirit of a 
Virginia lawyer.”

—Mike Fox

CLASS OF 2024 SETS RECORDS 
IN ACADEMIC STRENGTH, DIVERSITY

JE
SÚ

S 
PI

NO

ROBERT S. MUELLER III ’73 IS PARTICIPATING in a UVA Law course this 
fall taking students inside the investigation that dominated head-
lines during the Trump administration. Taught by Aaron Zebley ’96 
and two other former senior members of Mueller’s team, the course 
offers an inside look at the role of special counsel.

Launched in 2017 and culminating with the Mueller report in 
2019, the investigation examined possible Russian interference 
with the 2016 presidential election and whether associates of the 
Trump campaign were involved.

Mueller, who served as FBI director from 2001 to 2013, led the 
investigation as special counsel, while Zebley served as deputy 
special counsel. Jim Quarles, who was senior counsel to Mueller, 
and Andrew Goldstein, who was senior assistant special counsel, 
are teaching the course alongside Zebley. Mueller is scheduled to 
lead at least one class.

The short course, The Mueller Report and the Role of the Special 
Counsel, is sponsored by the school’s Karsh Center for Law and De-
mocracy and will be offered in person through six sessions during 
the fall semester. Other top prosecutors involved in the investiga-
tion are serving as guest speakers as well.

Mueller and Zebley are participating as Karsh Center Distin-
guished Fellows.

“I was fortunate to attend UVA Law School after the Marine 
Corps, and I’m fortunate to be returning there now,” Mueller said. 
“I look forward to engaging with the students this fall.” 

The instructors plan to walk through the challenges and trade-
offs when making decisions in a high-profile investigation. Zebley 
said the instructors will use the extensive public record to explore 
why some paths were taken and not others.

After the investigation ended, Mueller, Zebley and Quarles re-
turned to their roles as partners at WilmerHale in Washington, 
D.C., while Goldstein joined Cooley in D.C., where he is the head 
of the white-collar defense and investigations practice.

Mueller, who continues to hold the distinction of longest-serving 
director of the FBI since J. Edgar Hoover, also served as assistant 
attorney general in charge of the DOJ’s Criminal Division, where 
he oversaw prosecutions that included the convictions of Manuel 
Noriega and John Gotti, and the Lockerbie Pan Am Flight 103 bombing 
case. Mueller received the Thomas Jefferson Foundation Medal in 
Law in 2013; bestowed jointly by UVA and the Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation, the Jefferson medals are UVA’s highest external honor.

Zebley has served as chief of staff of the FBI, and is a former 
federal prosecutor with more than 18 years of experience with the 
Justice Department.

Quarles, a litigator who previously was managing partner of 
Hale and Dorr’s Washington office, also served as an assistant 
special prosecutor on the Watergate Special Prosecution Force 
from 1973 to 1975.

Goldstein is a former federal prosecutor who served as the chief 
of the Public Corruption Unit in the Southern District of New York. 
He led the prosecution of international bank BNP Paribas for sanc-
tions violations, which resulted in conviction and a record $8.9 
billion criminal forfeiture.

—Mary Wood

❱ Class of 2024 members Michael Martinez, Julie Mardini, Biruktawit 
“Birdy” Assefa, Tom Harrigan and Sam Bennett 
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LAW STUDENTS SHOULD EMBRACE their fail-
ures and setbacks, and grow from them, Grace 
Fu ’09 told the Class of 2024 during her ori-
entation address.

Fu is the general counsel for Booking Hold-
ings Inc. companies KAYAK, an online travel 
service, and OpenTable, an online restaurant-
reservation service. She previously served as 
executive vice president of human resources, 
general counsel and secretary of Barneys New 
York.

Her speech focused on things “I wish I 
had taken more time to consider when I was 
in your shoes.”

After having a successful start to her aca-
demic life as an undergraduate at Harvard, she 
said, law school initially chal-
lenged her; she did not perform 
as well on her first exam as she 
had hoped.

“I questioned my ability to 
learn new things, and I ques-
tioned whether I was truly cut 
out for a career in law,” she said.

With help from the course’s 
professor, who was “really generous with his 
time and his advice,” she got back on track and 
had a successful law school career.

She said she has since realized that her fail-
ures and setbacks allowed her to grow.

“They’ve allowed me to build courage, re-
silience and grit,” she said. “And without those 
extraordinarily challenging moments, I would 
never be where I am today. And so the next time 
you encounter something that feels to you like 
a failure or a personal or professional setback, 
remember how valuable those moments are 
and how much they will allow you to stretch 
and grow and achieve even greater successes.”

Equally important, Fu said, is for 
students to “embrace otherness” 
by befriending and empathizing 
with people who are different. She 
also encouraged students to be 
mindful of their own well-being.

“And especially in this moment, 
as the world continues to heal 
from the isolation and the other 

effects of the global pandemic, wellness is as 
important as ever,” she said.

—Mary Wood

AT A 
GLANCE

300 students enrolled 
from among 7,080 
applicants

51% women, 49% men

11% self-identify as 
LGBTQ

36% identify themselves 
as people of color 

72% have postgraduate 
experience

WHERE 
THEY’RE FROM
133 undergraduate 
institutions

Students come from  
39 states and the 
District of Columbia

ACADEMIC 
CREDENTIALS

Median LSAT: 171

25%-75% LSAT: 166-173

Median GPA: 3.91

25%-75% GPA: 3.64-3.97

BY THE 
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❱ Former special 
counsel Robert 
Mueller ’73 and 
former deputy 
special counsel 
Aaron Zebley ’96 
testify before 
Congress in July 
2019. 
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BEING UNCOMFORTABLE has its upsides, 
said Justice Cleo E. Powell of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia during her 
commencement address to the Class 
of 2021 on May 23.

Powell, a 1982 alumna of the Law 
School and the first Black woman to 
serve on the court, said being uncom-
fortable is the way that lawyers, and 
people in general, grow and develop 
understanding.

In a unique commencement cere-
mony, law students joined graduate 
students from the Darden School of 
Business and undergraduates from the 
McIntire School of Commerce in Scott 
Stadium following a procession down 
the Lawn. Because individual ceremo-
nies weren’t held due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Powell delivered her remarks 
via a prerecorded video released the 
same day.

When encountering challenges, “It 
was in the times when I sought as much 
to understand as to be understood that 
I felt that I had the best handle on the 
situation,” Powell said. “Be willing to 
be made to feel uncomfortable and to 
make someone else feel comfortable.

“It sometimes feels uncomfortable to 
sit at the table when no one else looks 
like you. It sometimes feels uncomfortable to voice an opinion not 
shared by others at the table. It may feel uncomfortable to be the new 
associate in a room filled with partners. But I have found that it is 
in the uncomfortable spaces of our lives where we grow and learn, 
and where we afford others the opportunity to grow and learn.”

She said acknowledging people’s individuality and their needs 
shouldn’t be restricted to the professional setting.

“See the people with whom you come in contact daily, the person 
on the street, the grocery store clerk, the waitress, everyone,” Powell 
said. “See them as the individuals that they are—not as a monolithic, 
indivisible ‘they’ or ‘them.’”

As people continue to have needs related to the pandemic, she 
noted the opportunity for graduates to step outside themselves 
and connect.   

“The past year-and-a-half has been both disquietingly silent as 
we quarantined and simultaneously deafeningly loud as various 
groups sought to be heard,” she said. “Both in the quiet and in the 
cry, I encourage you to listen and to hear. Hear both what is being 
said and what is not being said. Engage in each encounter with all 
of your senses.”

In 2011, Powell was appointed to the state Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia, serving as its fifth female justice.

She previously served on the Court of Appeals of Virginia, start-
ing in 2008. She was a judge on the Chesterfield/Colonial Heights 
Circuit Court, starting in 2000, and its General District Court, where 
she first became a judge, in 1993.

Powell also served as a senior assistant attorney general in the Equal 
Employment Opportunity and Personnel Division from 1986-89.

While she has often been called a “trailblazer,” she said that wasn’t 
her goal when she began her career.

“And while I accept that others may view me as such, I suggest 
that we all can be trailblazers because we all can leave a path for 
someone else to follow,” the justice said. “We can all through a million 
little ways make a path easier, more illuminated, less treacherous 
for others who will come after.” 

—Eric Williamson

JUSTICE 
CLEO POWELL’82 
OFFERS GRADS ADVICE ON

PATH TO PERSONAL 
GROWTH
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MARGARET G. HYDE 
AWARD 
To the graduate whose 
scholarship, character, 
personality, activities 
in the affairs of the 
school, and promise 
of efficiency have 
entitled him or her to 
special recognition.
Katharine M. Janes

JAMES C. SLAUGHTER 
HONOR AWARD 
To an outstanding 
member of the 
graduating class. 
Juliet Buesing Clark

THOMAS MARSHALL 
MILLER PRIZE 
To an outstanding and 
deserving member 
or members of the 
graduating class. 
Avery Clara Rasmussen

Z SOCIETY SHANNON 
AWARD 
To the graduate with 
the highest academic 
record after five 
semesters. 
Avery Clara Rasmussen

ROBERT E.
GOLDSTEN AWARD 
FOR DISTINCTION IN 
THE CLASSROOM
To the graduate who 
has contributed the 
most to classroom 
education by his 
or her outstanding 
recitation and 
discussion. 
Mihir Khetarpal

LL.M. GRADUATION 
AWARD 
To an outstanding 
member or members 
of the graduating 
LL.M. class. 
Chengqing Qian
Kexin Yuan

ROGER AND 
MADELEINE TRAYNOR 
PRIZE 
To the graduate or 
graduates who have 
produced outstanding 
written work. 
Mark Damian Duda II
Arjun Pushkar Ogale

HERBERT KRAMER/
HERBERT BANGEL
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARD 
To the graduate 
who has contributed 
the most to the 
community. 
Nooreen Reza

MORTIMER CAPLIN
PUBLIC SERVICE 
AWARD 
To a graduate entering 
a career in the public 
service sector who 
demonstrates the 
qualities of leadership, 
integrity and service 
to others. 
Sara Elaine Wendel

THE PRO BONO AWARD  
To the graduate who 
contributed the most 
to the Law School’s 
pro bono program. 
Kolleen Christina Gladden

EDWIN S. COHEN TAX 
PRIZE 
To the graduate who 
has demonstrated 
superior scholarship 
in the tax area. 
Michael B. Shelton

EARLE K. SHAWE 
LABOR RELATIONS 
AWARD 
To the graduate who 
shows the greatest 
promise in the field of 
labor relations.
Eliza I. Schultz

JOHN M. OLIN PRIZE 
IN LAW  
AND ECONOMICS 
To a graduate or 
graduates who have 
produced outstanding 
written work in 
the field of law and 
economics. 
Taorui Guan 

EPPA HUNTON IV 
MEMORIAL BOOK 
AWARD 
To a graduate who 
demonstrates unusual 
aptitude in courses in 
the field of litigation, 
and who shows a 
keen awareness and 
understanding of 
the lawyer’s ethical 
and professional 
responsibility. 
Gia Scala Nyhuis

VIRGINIA TRIAL 
LAWYERS TRIAL
ADVOCACY AWARD 
To a graduate who 
shows particular 
promise in the field of 
trial advocacy. 
Anna Catherine Cox 

VIRGINIA STATE BAR 
FAMILY LAW BOOK 
AWARD 
To the graduate who 
has demonstrated 
the most promise 
and potential for the 
practice of family law. 
Eliza I. Schultz
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THREE CLIENTS OF THE INNOCENCE PROJECT at 
UVA Law recently received absolute pardons 
from Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam.

Taken into custody at age 18, Bobbie 
Morman Jr. served more than 22 years of a 
48-year prison sentence for an Aug. 4, 1993, 
drive-by shooting in Norfolk, Virginia, in 
which no one was injured. Though the men 
who were in the vehicle in question testified 
that Morman was not among them, Morman 
stood trial later that year, when a jury con-
victed him, based on eyewitness testimony, of 

three counts of attempted malicious wound-
ing, as well as firearms charges. Another man 
who was never interviewed by police, Glen 
Payne, testified at the trial that he had com-
mitted the crime.

The Innocence Project took up Morman’s 
case in 2015. Professor Jennifer Givens, di-
rector of the Innocence Project, made the 
supplemental appeal in 2016 after students 
investigated details of the case.

Joey Carter was convicted in the 1989 stab-
bing murder of Juan Nunez-Reyes based on 

the eyewitness identification of a neighbor, 
who reported two men leaving the scene 
with a briefcase. Carter received two life sen-
tences plus 30 years on the charges of first-
degree murder, attempted robbery, robbery 
and statutory burglary. He was released on 
parole in 2016.

“There was no physical or forensic evidence 
tying Mr. Carter to the murder; the Com-
monwealth instead relied solely on tainted 
witness testimony obtained by disgraced 
former Norfolk Detective Robert Glenn Ford 
and his partner,” the Innocence Project wrote 
in its petition for absolute pardon. 

Ford was sentenced in 2011 to more than 
12 years in prison for taking bribes related to 
police casework. He was recently released.

In 1986, Emerson Stevens was convicted 
of the abduction and murder of Mary Keyser 
Harding, a Lancaster mother of two. The only 
physical evidence linking Stevens to the crime 
involved a purported hair follicle match by fo-
rensics investigators, using methods that sci-
entists no longer consider valid. His sentence 
was set at 164 years in prison—32 of which he 
served before being paroled in 2017.

The clinic learned in 2016 about a box of 
documents pertaining to the Stevens investi-
gation that his defense counsel did not know 
about during the trial. The documents included 
evidence of coercive police practices, witness 
statements that contradicted the prosecution’s 
case and lists of additional witnesses that may 
have undermined the state’s case against him. 
The find helped Stevens receive parole.

“I appealed my case many times, and I lost 
over and over,” Stevens said. “But the Inno-
cence Project at UVA School of Law inves-
tigated my case for years, got me back into 
court, and never gave up.”

—Eric Williamson

❱ Deirdre Enright ’92

THE LAW SCHOOL IS LAUNCHING an ambitious new 
project focused on criminal justice reform that 
will expand the scope of the school’s Center for 
Criminal Justice and build upon lessons learned 
from the Innocence Project at UVA Law.

Led by Professor Deirdre M. Enright ’92 starting 
in the spring, the Project for Informed Reform, or 
PIR, will be a clinic in which students will work 
alongside scholars and experts to conduct exten-
sive research and investigation on issues relating 
to criminal justice, and then generate evidence-
based data and policy recommendations. Enright 
also will take on a new role directing the Center 
for Criminal Justice alongside Professor Rachel 
Harmon. The center serves as a hub for faculty 
scholarship and activities involving criminal 
law, with the aim of making a more just society.

Dean Risa Goluboff said the project will both 
advance criminal justice reform efforts and offer 
students a unique opportunity to work with 
faculty on meaningful and practical research 
and policy projects.

“PIR will harness the extensive expertise of our 
world-class criminal justice faculty, facilitate collab-
oration between research and clinical faculty, and 
put our students to work all in the service of real-
world impact on criminal justice,” Goluboff said.

The focus of the project emerged from conversa-
tions Enright, a director of the school’s Innocence 
Project, had with Harmon, an expert on the law 
of the police. The two, who co-teach a Seminar in 
Ethical Values relating to criminal justice issues, 
realized they were interested in addressing how 
both legal scholarship and criminal justice reform 
are hampered by inadequate data and analysis.

“There’s a dearth of information about the insti-
tutions and processes that make up our criminal 
justice system,” Enright said. “This clinic aims 
to change that dynamic.”

Harmon added that students want to do more than study and practice criminal law—
they want to “transform it.”

“The new Project on Informed Reform will allow students to start that while they are still 
in school,” she said. “It offers our students a terrific new way to make sure they are ready 
to participate in today’s critical legal and policy debates about criminal justice reform.”

In light of her new role, Enright has stepped down from directing the Innocence Project 
Clinic, which she launched in 2008 as the founding director. Professor Jennifer Givens, who 
has served as a director of the Innocence Project since 2015, will continue to serve as direc-
tor, teach the course and oversee its related pro bono project, along with Professor Juliet 
Hatchett '15 (see p. 15). She said Enright’s departure won’t slow down the project’s efforts.

“The Innocence Project at UVA Law has an exciting year ahead as we continue to work 
on behalf of our clients and seek the release of innocent Virginians from prison, as well as 
exonerations for wrongful convictions,” said Givens, who previously represented death-
sentenced inmates for the Virginia Capital Representation Resource Center and with the 
Capital Habeas Unit of the Federal Defender Office for the Eastern District of Pennsylva-
nia. “PIR will extend the reach of reform efforts that began with the Innocence Project at 
UVA Law, and we’re eager to see where Professor Enright takes the new clinic.”

Enright said she is proud to have helped grow the project and lead efforts that resulted 
in the release from prison, exoneration or absolute pardon of Edgar Coker, Maligie Conteh, 
Bennett Barbour, Messiah Johnson, Darnell Phillips, Gary Bush, Emerson Stevens, Rojai 
Fentress, Michael Hash and others.

“I spent many years trying to undo the horrific mistakes made by our criminal justice 
system,” Enright said. “Now I want to take those cases and figure out how to prevent these 
mistakes from happening in the first place. Undoing all these wrongful convictions that 
were created and then protected by the criminal justice system has given me unique and 
practical insights into the many ways we might begin to make improvements, repairs and 
changes in favor of fairness and equity.”

Before launching the Innocence Project at UVA Law, Enright worked at the Virginia Capital 
Representation Resource Center and with the Mississippi Capital Defense Resource Center.

—Mary Wood

THE INNOCENCE PROJECT at 
UVA Law is welcoming 
a new face and promot-
ing a familiar one.

Juliet Hatchett ’15, 
who joined the clinic 
as a staff attorney and 
Jason Flom Justice 
Fellow in 2019, has been 
named assistant profes-
sor of law and associ-
ate director of the In-
nocence Project Clinic. 
Hatchett is co-teaching 
the for-credit yearlong 
clinic, which represents 
clients who have claims 
of wrongful conviction 
in Virginia, with pro-
fessor and clinic direc-
tor Jennifer Givens.

Serena Premjee, a 
former federal public 
defender, is the new 
staff attorney, also 
through a fellowship. 
She will supervise the 
extracurricular student 
pro bono clinic, focus 
on the intake of new 
cases and work on ex-

isting cases, in addition 
to raising public aware-
ness about wrongful 
convictions.

“Juliet was an out-
standing fellow, and 
I’m thrilled that she has 
become a permanent 
part of the clinic, as 

are our clients,” Givens 
said. “Serena brings 
valuable experience 
to the pro bono clinic, 
and we’re anxious for 
her to share that expe-
rience, as well as her 
talents and enthusiasm, 
with our students and 
clients.”

Hatchett, who par-
ticipated in the for-
credit clinic as a UVA 
Law student and led 
the student pro bono 
clinic as staff attorney, 
recently spearheaded a 
new policy team, which 
worked on three bills 

that were passed into 
law, one of which the 
team drafted.

One of the new laws 
revamped the stan-
dard for the writ of 
actual innocence pe-
tition, while another 
allowed the public more 
access to law enforce-

ment records through 
Freedom of Informa-
tion Act requests.

Hatchett was partic-
ularly proud of the leg-
islative efforts “because 
the policy team repre-
sents the first time that 
we’ve had the oppor-
tunity to work on sys-
temwide postconvic-
tion reform in Virginia, 
rather than on a case-
by-case basis.” 

Before joining the 
Innocence Project at 
UVA Law, Premjee 
clerked in the Western 
District of North Car-
olina and worked as 
a trial attorney at the 
Federal Defenders of 
San Diego Inc.

She earned her J.D. 
at Stanford Law School, 
where her experiences 
with clinics were “a big 
part of how I became 
an effective and good 
lawyer.”

—Mary Wood

NEW, CHANGING ROLES 
SUPPORT INNOCENCE PROJECT

❱ Joey Carter, Bobbie Morman Jr. 
and Emerson Stevens received 
absolute pardons in July and August. 

3 INNOCENCE PROJECT CLIENTS 
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PROFESSOR TOBY J. HEYTENS ’00 has been nom-
inated to serve as a judge on the Fourth U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

At the time of his nomination, Heytens was 
on leave from the Law School serving as Vir-
ginia’s solicitor general. He stepped down from 
the role in August to return to the faculty. As 
solicitor general since February 2018, he suc-
cessfully argued before the U.S. Supreme Court 
twice and represented the state on numerous 
other matters in the Supreme Court of Virginia 
and federal circuit courts. In 2019, he and his 
colleagues won the National Association of At-
torneys General’s Supreme Court Best Brief 
Award for the brief filed in Virginia House of 
Delegates v. Bethune-Hill.

Heytens first joined the faculty in 2006 and 
then rejoined in 2010 after taking leave for 
three years to serve in the Office of the U.S. 
Solicitor General, during which he argued six 
cases before the Supreme Court. An expert in 
civil procedure, constitutional torts, criminal 
procedure and remedies, Heytens has served 
as one of the directors of the Supreme Court 
Litigation Clinic.

Before joining the UVA Law faculty, Heytens 
worked in the Supreme Court and Appellate 

Practice Group at O’Melveny & Myers in Wash-
ington, D.C. After graduating from law school, he 
clerked for then-Chief Judge Edward R. Becker 
of the Third U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, served 
as a Bristow Fellow in the Solicitor General’s 
Office, and clerked for U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

During law school, Heytens served as ar-
ticles development editor of the Virginia Law 
Review and received the Alumni Association 
Award for Academic Excellence for having the 
highest grade point average in his graduating 
class. His student note, “School Choice and 
State Constitutions,” received the Alumni As-
sociation Best Note Award.

Heytens has long served as head coach of 
UVA’s undergraduate trial advocacy team, which 
won its third national championship during 
the 2016-17 season. He won a Raven Award in 
2015 for “excellence in service and contribu-
tion to the University of Virginia” and an All-
University Teaching Award in 2016.

Heytens received his B.A. from Macalester 
College in 1997. (See p. 70 for more executive 
and judicial nominations.)

—Mary Wood

THE COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS CLINIC debuted in 
the fall with projects geared toward closing 
equity gaps in the Charlottesville area.

The clinic is partnering with the UVA 
Equity Center Community Fellows-in-Resi-
dence Program, among others. The fellows are 
local leaders who have a history of working to 
reduce racial and socioeconomic inequality in 
the community and have a special project that 
could benefit from access to UVA resources.

Professor Sarah Shalf ’01, the clinic’s director 
and the Law School’s director of clinical pro-
grams, said the clinic is focusing on problem-
solving and community lawyering, rather than 
on specific legal tasks.

“As with many lawyers in business and non-
profit leadership roles, the role of the student 
teams will be to assess the client’s legal as 
well as nonlegal needs as part of the process 
of problem-solving to reach the client’s goals,” 
she said. “The client will decide the approach 
that is best for them, so the nature of the legal 
services for a given project will depend on 
project needs and client preferences.”

Shalf said clinic students will be taught “trans-
ferrable skills” ideal for working in nonprofit 
or business sectors. Legal tasks could include 
drafting agreements or organizational docu-
ments; the clinic also may partner with another 
clinic to meet more significant or specialized 
legal needs. 

Students participating in the fall may request 
to continue to the advanced clinic in the spring, 
depending on the availability of projects.

The Community Solutions Clinic is among 
23 clinics currently offered at the Law School.

—Mike Fox
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KATIE DELSANDRO ’12 HAS RETURNED to her 
alma mater to help usher in new students as 
director of admissions.

Under the supervision of Assistant Dean 
for Admissions and Chief Admissions Officer 
Natalie Blazer ’08, Delsandro will help narrow 
down the thousands of applications the Law 
School receives each year to form a class of 
about 300 students. She will review applica-
tions, engage with prospective students and 
participate in other recruiting activities.

“One thing that interests me about admis-
sions is the opportunity to have a role in decid-
ing the next generation of lawyers and to focus 
on finding a class of people who can bring a 
diverse array of backgrounds, talents and in-
terests to the Law School,” Delsandro said. 
“What really made UVA such a special place 
was just how interesting and well-rounded 
my classmates were.”

Delsandro most recently worked as an asso-
ciate director in Columbia University’s Office 
of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action in 
New York, where she managed investigations 
of incidents of alleged discrimination, harass-
ment and gender-based misconduct. She has 
also served as an attorney in the Employment 
and Labor Law Division of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce’s Office of the General Counsel, 
and as an associate focused on employment 
and labor law at the law firm Paul Hastings 
in Washington, D.C.

—Mary Wood

KRISTYN JUDKINS ’11 HAS JOINED the Law School 
as a director in the Office of Private Practice.

Judkins practiced for six years as a tax asso-
ciate in the Washington, D.C., office of Baker 
McKenzie. She also has experience running 
her own firm and most recently worked as an 
associate attorney at the Southern Environ-
mental Law Center in Charlottesville.

In her new role, she will counsel students 
and alumni on career strategies with a focus 
on law firm positions, including assisting 
with resumes and cover letters, and prepar-
ing them for interviews.

“I’ve been practicing law in one form or 
another for the past 10 years, and when I 
reflect on that time, the parts of my practice 
that ultimately were the most fulfilling were 
the times when I was able to mentor young 
attorneys and young law students,” she said. 
“When I saw this opportunity to spend more 
time doing that and equipping students with 
tools to really thrive in legal practice, it just 
seemed like a really great fit.”

As the daughter of Cuban immigrants, 
Judkins said she also looks forward to working 
with students from diverse backgrounds.

“I really want to be a resource for students 
as they’re charting their career paths and 
working to find inclusive workplaces in which 
their views are respected and heard,” she said.

Judkins also holds an LL.M. in environ-
mental, natural resources and energy law 
from Lewis & Clark Law School.

—Mike Fox

HEAD RESEARCH LIBRARIAN KENT OLSON, the 
author of leading reference books on legal 
research, retired in August after more than 
35 years at the Law School and its Arthur J. 
Morris Law Library.

Olson twice won the American Association 
of Law Libraries’ Joseph L. Andrews Biblio-
graphic Award for making “a significant con-
tribution to legal bibliographical literature”—
first in 2000 for “Legal Information: How to 
Find It, How to Use It,” and again in 2010 for 
“Principles of Legal Research,” which is now 
in its third edition. Olson worked on 10 editions 
of “Legal Research in a Nutshell,” starting in 
1992 with co-author (and “Nutshell” creator) 
Morris Cohen and continuing through the 
just-published 14th edition. 

Olson also published various articles and 
book reviews over the years, including one 
that led Bob Berring, another eminent legal 
bibliographer, to call Olson “the author of my 
all-time favorite book review.” (Berring was 
referring to Olson’s review of a volume of the 
federal reporter, “Book Review of 750 F.2d.”)

But Olson’s professional service extended 
well beyond his publications. He launched 
the Law School’s Advanced Legal Research 
course in 1993, and as evidenced in the annals 
of the Virginia Law Weekly, he has been re-
spected and admired by class after class of 
law students since. In one 2002 edition, the 
editors recounted how, on the last day of class 
“he went through the entire class (100 plus), 
row by row, and named every single person 
without using notes or a facebook.”

—Kate Boudouris, Aaron Kirschenfeld
 and Ingrid Mattson
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PAYVAND AHDOUT, an expert on federal courts who has worked 
as an attorney at the Justice Department and a clerk at the U.S. 
Supreme Court, returned to Charlottesville this fall to join the Law 
School’s faculty.

For the past two years, Ahdout has held fellowships at Colum-
bia Law School, where she also earned her law degree. Her aca-
demic path started at UVA as a Jefferson Scholar undergraduate.

“The opportunity to come back to Charlottesville, to come back 
to UVA in this completely different way—it seemed right,” she said. 
“I’m really thrilled to be part of such an incredible public law and 
federal courts faculty.”

Following law school, Ahdout clerked for Judge Debra Ann Liv-
ingston on the Second U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg at the U.S. Supreme Court, was a Bristow Fellow in 
the Solicitor General’s Office at the U.S. Department of Justice, was 
a litigator at a New York law firm, and held another academic fellow-
ship at New York University Law School.

The more Ahdout learned from her professional experiences, the 
more she found there was to learn.

“I had all these questions about how things work: how the gov-
ernment relates to people, how the courts are changing, so I went 
back to Columbia to start to answer these questions,” she said.

At Columbia Law, 
where she served as 
an Academic Fellow 
and Columbia Fellow, 
her focus has been on 
the modern federal 
courts—the structures that compose them and the institutions that 
are most often before them. She said Ginsburg taught her the impor-
tance of understanding the stories behind the cases that rise through 
the federal courts.

“Justice Ginsburg really cared about the people in every case, and 
she wanted us to know about the actual thing that led to the legal 
issues in front of the court,” Ahdout said. “That idea of uncovering 
everything about a case and looking at a case as more than just a legal 
issue is what led to my paper, ‘Separation-of-Powers Suits.’”

The paper, which will appear in the Harvard Law Review in the 
spring of next year, “studies the phenomenon of litigating separation 
of powers instead of negotiating,” she said.

“What I found is that really in the last 10 to 15 years, courts have 
been accommodating these claims, and they’re adjusting the bound-
aries of doctrines that ordinarily would have prevented claims like 
this from coming up in the courts.”

The recent examples of one lower court enjoining the Obama ad-
ministration from enforcing Deferred Action for Parents of Americans 
policy and another halting the Trump administration’s nationwide 
ban on travelers from predominantly Muslim counties are among 

numerous checks that, collectively, should be looked at as a firewall 
against an increasingly powerful executive, she argues.

“The courts are adapting all of these doctrines—standing, ripe-
ness, remedies—in response to presidents taking a new mode that 
I call ‘enforcement lawmaking’—taking the tools of enforcement to 
create something like law or to countermand Congress,” she said.

Professor Caleb Nelson, an expert in the federal courts, praised 
Ahdout’s scholarship.

“Payvand’s work is both careful and creative—two qualities that 
don’t always go together,” Nelson said. “It is also grounded in deep 
knowledge of Supreme Court practice. She’s going to be a star, and 
I’m delighted that she [has joined] the faculty.”

Dean Risa Goluboff said Ahdout is an emerging scholar whose 
work is already yielding new understanding.

“Payvand’s questions about the federal judiciary, and its relation-
ship to the other branches and the states, are fresh and ambitious. I 
have no doubt that they will continue to yield important insights,” 
Goluboff said. “We are delighted to welcome her back to the UVA 
community as she begins her teaching career.”

—Eric Williamson

RACHEL BAYEFSKY, an appellate litigator and legal philosopher 
who studies how dignity is valued in the legal process, joined the 
UVA Law faculty this fall.

“I’m thrilled to be joining UVA Law’s warm intellectual commu-
nity of faculty members and students,” Bayefsky said. “It’s exciting 
that so many professors are interested in questions of legal philoso-
phy and the role of courts and remedies—issues I find fascinating.”

She most recently worked as an attorney with Akin Gump in 
Washington, D.C., where she was a member of the firm’s group 
that handles Supreme Court and appellate cases. She has served as 
lead counsel in a Federal Circuit appeal from the Court of Appeals 
for Veterans Claims, represented Native American tribes, worked 
on a D.C. Circuit-appointed amicus assignment and briefed bank-
ruptcy-related issues, among other cases.

Prior to working for the firm, the Yale Law School graduate clerked 
for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

“Justice Ginsburg was very hands-on, thinking carefully about 
every word in her opinions,” recalled Bayefsky. “Her commitment 
and determination while facing significant health challenges were 
inspiring.”

Bayefsky taught at Harvard Law School as a Climenko Fellow 
before clerking. The fellowship is a development program for prom-
ising academics. (She was in the program with another new UVA 
Law faculty member, Thomas Frampton.) The Toronto native is 
also a former Rhodes 
Scholar, earning her 
M.Sc. and D.Phil. 
from the University 
of Oxford.

As a scholar, Bayef-
sky is interested in how courts address such concepts as dignity 
and intangible harms. She has published “Constitutional Injury 
and Tangibility” in the William & Mary Law Review, “Psycho-
logical Harm and Constitutional Standing” in the Brooklyn Law 
Review and “Dignity as a Value in Agency Cost-Benefit Analysis” 
in the Yale Law Journal (a paper that won the Israel H. Peres Prize 
for best note).

A forthcoming paper in the Georgetown Law Journal, “Remedies 
and Respect: Rethinking the Role of Federal Judicial Relief,” looks 
at which functions federal judicial remedies should serve. In par-
ticular, should federal courts issue remedies designed to provide 
moral vindication—such as the symbolic $1 verdicts examined in 
a Supreme Court case this past term? A symbolic award “can be 
a way to express respect for the party whose rights are being vio-
lated,” Bayefsky argues.

But if plaintiffs pursuing moral vindication were heard more often, 
would more people sue? She said the concern about “opening up the 
floodgates” of litigation is legitimate, but not one that should block 
the use of judicial power to promote dignity and express respect.

Bayefsky is under contract with Oxford University Press for a 

book titled “Dignity and Judicial Authority.”
Professor Deborah Hellman, director of the Center for Law & 

Philosophy at UVA Law, said Bayefsky will add to the breadth of 
insights generated by legal philosophers on the Law School faculty.

“Rachel Bayefsky is an incredibly talented lawyer and scholar 
who has developed an ambitious research agenda centered around 
the moral and legal concept of dignity,” Hellman said. “She is es-
pecially interested in the role that judges and courts can play in 
showing respect for dignity and in helping to explicate an often-
obscure idea that has begun to play an increasing role in legal dis-
course both in the United States and around the world. I am so 
excited to have Rachel as a colleague. I know the students and I 
will learn so much from her.”

Dean Risa Goluboff also praised Bayefsky’s early career work 
and forecast a promising future.

“Rachel has rapidly made her mark as a scholar by finding new 
ways to address important questions that lie at the heart of law’s 
role in our society,” Goluboff said. “I’m so pleased to welcome her 
to the faculty.”

—Eric Williamson
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BERTRALL ROSS, whose work explores why marginalized people 
lack power in U.S. democracy, has joined the UVA Law faculty.

A former visiting professor at the Law School, Ross came from 
the University of California, Berkeley, where he served as Chan-
cellor’s Professor of Law and taught Constitutional Law, Election 
Law, and Legislation and Statutory Interpretation, among other 
courses. He is a recipient of the school’s Rutter Award for Teach-
ing Distinction.

“I like to be collaborative and engaging, and make students feel com-
fortable,” said the professor, who earned his J.D. from Yale Law School.

That spirit of egalitarianism is also central to Ross’ scholarship. 
One of the ongoing questions he has contemplated is how poor 

people might participate more in democracy, since they stand the 
most to gain. He suggests an overarching solution, and some possible 
related strategies, in “Addressing Inequality in the Age of Citizens 
United,” published in 2018 in the New York University Law Review.

“Mobilizing the poor would not only increase the proportion 
of the poor in the electorate, but more importantly, would change 
how representatives perceive the electorate and its demands for 
redistribution,” he writes in his abstract. 

Ross also co-authored, with Su Li, the influential paper “Mea-
suring Political Power: Suspect Class Determinations and the 
Poor,” published in the California Law Review in 2016. A “suspect 
class” refers to a group—such as the poor—that may be the subject 
of state discrimination 
in violation of equal 
protection doctrine. 
Under modern judicial 
interpretation, courts 
apply strict scrutiny 
to challenged laws only when groups lack the political power 
necessary to defend themselves through democratic politics.

Yet, in more than 40 years, the Supreme Court hasn’t determined 
a suspect class because they could not identify instances in which a 
group hasn’t been the beneficiary of favorable democratic legislation.

Ross points out that favorable legislation is not always the product 
of an affected group’s influence, however. Another group could be 
advocating in their favor because the change helps their own cause, 
or out of moral or ideological motivations.

“The war on poverty was based, in large part, on moral con-
cerns,” he observed.

Despite numerous laws that put undue burdens on the poor and 
other groups in Ross’ view, he thinks the court has been reluctant 
to invoke strict scrutiny because “they would have to intervene 
quite a bit in democratic politics.” 

Ross holds an appointment to the Administrative Conference of the 
United States, which recommends improvements to administrative pro-
cesses and procedures, and is a member of the Presidential Commission 
on the Supreme Court, which will provide an analysis of the principal 
arguments in the contemporary public debate for and against Supreme 

Court reform. (Professor Caleb Nelson is also a member; see p. 51.)
The author of numerous other articles, book chapters and ency-

clopedia entries, Ross is a recent recipient of the Berlin Prize from 
the American Academy in Berlin. While on leave as a Berlin Fellow 
for the 2021-22 school year, Ross will address the academy regard-
ing his research on the 15th Amendment.

Vice Dean Michael Gilbert, an elections expert, led the recent 
faculty recruiting effort. He celebrated Ross’ decision to join.

“Bertrall Ross is an outstanding scholar focused on voting rights, rep-
resentation and other pressing issues in American democracy,” Gilbert 
said. “He’s also an excellent teacher and as warm and kind a person 
as anyone you’ll meet. I’m thrilled to have him join our community.”

In addition to his law degree from Yale, Ross also earned an M.P.A. 
from Princeton University and an M.Sc. from the London School 
of Economics. He earned a B.A. from the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, where he double majored in international affairs and history.

After law school, he clerked for Judge Dorothy Nelson of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and Judge Myron 
Thompson of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Alabama.

—Eric Williamson

JOY MILLIGAN, who studies the intersection of law and inequality, 
has joined the UVA Law faculty.

Milligan came to UVA from the University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law, where her focus has been on race-based economic in-
equality and, most recently, how government has perpetuated dis-
crimination. She teaches courses in civil rights and anti-discrim-
ination law, as well as critical theories of law and civil procedure.

She said law students increasingly want to see core questions of in-
equality addressed throughout the curriculum. “And I think there’s 
amazing potential to do that. It may not be what every professor decides to 
do, but the opportunity to get students engaged with topics that otherwise 
strike them as ancient history, to kind of wake them up and draw con-
nections with issues many of them care most about—I think it’s exciting.”

Before teaching at Berkeley, she was a fellow with the school’s 
Warren Institute on Law & Social Policy, and a Skadden Fellow at the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund. A graduate of Harvard-
Radcliffe College and the New York University School of Law, she was 
articles editor on the law review and a summer clerk for the ACLU’s 
Immigrant Rights Project. After law school, she clerked for Judge A. 
Wallace Tashima of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Milligan also holds a Ph.D. in jurisprudence and social policy from Berke-
ley, and an M.P.A. in economics and public policy from Princeton University.

She recently published two pieces looking at how segregation has 
been perpetuated, through housing and education, respectively: 
“Plessy Preserved: Agencies and the Effective Constitution,” in the Yale 
Law Journal last year, 
and “Subsidizing Segre-
gation,” in the Virginia 
Law Review in 2018.

In January, “Plessy 
Preserved” won Milli-
gan the Emerging Scholar Award from the Association of American 
Law Schools’ Section on Administrative Law. The paper looks at how 
and why federal administrators, in orchestrating a federal plan for 
public housing, created—and legally defended over time—a regime 
based on the outdated “separate but equal” doctrine birthed by the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s 1896 decision in Plessy v. Ferguson.

“Why did an agency led by liberal reformers and dedicated to 
serving the poor do this?” Milligan asks in her abstract. “Adminis-
trators believed the public-housing program was politically unsus-
tainable without racial segregation, while agency lawyers argued for 
preserving the older framework, which had once been understood as 
a progressive triumph in its commitment to racial ‘equity.’”

“Subsidizing Segregation” investigates why the federal government 
subsidized racially segregated schools after the Supreme Court’s 1954 
Brown v. Board of Education decision, until the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

“Much of the federal administrative state was initially intended to 
coexist with discrimination, not combat it,” Milligan notes in the paper.

A forthcoming article in the University of Chicago Law Review 
details how civil rights lawyers gained ground in rights battles by 
making Fifth Amendment “equal protection” arguments in the courts, 

and through lobbying the executive branch. The article also looks 
at why Fifth Amendment arguments eventually fell to the wayside, 
and examines what obligations government has to repair racial seg-
regation today.

She said she hopes the trio of articles, along with additional case 
studies, will form the basis of a book project.

Though on leave as a Berlin Fellow in Germany for 2021-22, the 
professor is looking forward to working alongside her new colleagues, 
including legal historians and those focused on anti-discrimination 
law, as she develops her scholarship, she said.

Dean Risa Goluboff, whose work also focuses on civil rights, said 
she’s pleased to welcome Milligan to the UVA Law faculty.

“Joy’s work brings into focus why racial inequality is so hard to 
uproot, despite laws and legal decisions that would seem to promote 
change,” the dean said. “I have already learned so much from her, 
and I know that her future work will be equally illuminating and 
important.”

For Milligan, the feeling is mutual. Goluboff has been “fundamen-
tal in shaping my understanding of civil rights history,” Milligan said.

—Eric Williamson
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“RIGHT AS I BEGAN FRESHMAN 
YEAR of high school, I was 
placed in a group home for 
my safety. I was also ap-
pointed a guardian ad litem. 
It was a rather uncertain 
period of my life, but my 
experience with my guard-
ian ad litem exposed me to 
the tangible effects lawyers 
and the legal system can 
have on a person’s life. 
Between my guardian ad 
litem’s advocacy for me and 
the time my counselors 
spent with me, I realized I 
wanted to do for others 
what they did for me. I 
eventually decided that I 
wanted to become a 
guardian ad litem as well, 
and work in a profession 
that was in service of 

others.”
—MICHAEL MA ’21

are no explicit promises to use the proceeds 
in particular ways, and the prospectus lan-
guage suggests that no promises are intended.

There are some legitimate reasons why 
the issuer would not want to tie its hands 
completely. Technological change and other 
factors might necessitate changes in the bor-
rower’s environmental strategy. But these con-

tracts do far more 
than leave the issuer 
with policy flexi-
bility. They repre-
sent that the issuer 
“intends” to use the 
funds for ESG ob-
jectives but in fact 

seem designed to allow it to renege entirely 
on this commitment.

Perhaps this explains why the greenium is 
so small. The deal seems to be that investors 
get the appearance of ESG investing, while 
issuers keep the flexibility of ordinary bor-
rowing. Big investment firms can tell their 
customers they are pursuing green objectives 
without risking materially lower returns. But 
contracts like this make the whole thing look 
like a scam. It’s not impossible to draft a con-
tract that requires the issuer to meet clear, ver-
ifiable objectives. These don’t even bother to 
try. An investor who buys such bonds should 
not get to count it toward meeting ESG targets.

Mitu Gulati is the John V. Ray Research Profes-
sor of Law. He co-hosts the podcast “Clauses & 
Controversies” with University of North Car-
olina law professor W. Mark C. Weidemaier.
The op-ed, edited for concision, was first printed 
on the blog Credit Slips.

ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND GOVERNANCE, or ESG, investing is all 
the rage, with heaps of money pouring into sovereign and corpo-
rate bonds intended to finance efforts to meet climate-related goals 
and other worthwhile objectives. 

We have been skeptical of these commitments for some time, 
mostly because we aren’t persuaded investors care about much 
other than yield. And, in fact, yields on ESG bonds seem to be a 
bit—but only a bit—lower than yields on non-ESG bonds (the spread 
between the two is the so-called “greenium”). It’s not clear yet how 
socially responsible investing will affect investors’ returns, but we 
are a little bit suspicious of the market for sovereign ESG bonds.

In part, we’re suspicious for the usual reasons. The basic trans-

action structure is that the bond issuer says it will use the pro-
ceeds for some beneficial environmental or social purpose. But the 
commitments are often defined so vaguely that it is hard to verify 
compliance. This is a pretty standard complaint, and a lot of smart 
people are thinking about how to define “green” investments and 
develop verification tools. But we’re suspicious for a more funda-
mental reason: The contracts are absolute garbage. Many issuers 
don’t commit to anything at all, or so the documentation suggests.

In The Wall Street Journal, Matt Wirz documents a similar issue 
in ESG corporate bonds. Here’s an example from a 2020 bond issued 
by Mexico and intended to fund sustainable development goals:

Although the SDG Sovereign Bond Framework contemplates 
certain practices with respect to reporting and use of proceeds, 
any failure by Mexico to conform to these practices does not 
constitute or give rise to a breach or an event of default under 
the notes …. The SDG Sovereign Bond Framework and any 
practices contemplated thereunder are not incorporated into 
this prospectus supplement or the terms of the notes. They do 
not establish enforceable contractual obligations of Mexico.

The contract itself does contain some language that arguably can 
be interpreted as making a stronger commitment. To the extent 
the issuer has made such a promise, it probably can’t weasel out 
of it by pointing to language like this in the prospectus. But, again, 
the promises in the contract are vague—generally in the form of 
making it an event of default to breach “any other obligation.” There 

BY  MARK WEIDEMAIER AND MITU GULATI 

(WHY) ARE ESG SOVEREIGN 
BONDS (SUCH) SCAMS? 
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“FOR MY MONROE LEIGH 
FELLOWSHIP, I interned at 
the Office of the Chief 
Prosecutor in the Office of 
Military Commissions. The 
office prosecutes law of war 
crimes committed by 
non-U.S. citizens against 
the U.S. and its partners. 
This was an incredible 
experience—I was able to 
look behind the scenes of a 
court that is frequently in 
the news but also gain 
invaluable legal experience 
by supporting real-life 
prosecutions.”

—ELIZABETH SIMPER ’23

STAR 
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DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: My practice 
focuses on litigating and trying 
complex commercial cases. My 
clients are companies or 
fiduciaries in disputes over large 
sums of money or where the 
substantive outcome really 
matters to the client. The legal and 
factual issues vary widely, but 
these cases generally present 
complicated concepts and require 
real preparation. Recently, I’ve 
worked on matters involving 
bankruptcy and shareholder 
litigation, and claims of unfair 
business practices. I’m also 
developing a smaller niche in 
appellate litigation to complement 
my trial practice as, in my opinion, 
handling appeals trains you to be a 
clearer thinker and that is a 
“must” in complex commercial 
cases. Trials and appeals also 
share a theatrical element, which 
makes being a litigator fun!

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 
OUTSIDE OF WORK? My family’s first 
stop in Texas was a boring rural 
town, but I luckily made a friend 
who had horses. We spent hours 
riding around her ranch. I loved 
those “adventures,” so learning 
about and riding horses are my 
favorite things to do; my dream is 
to have a property with horses and 
a lot of dogs! When I can’t ride, I 
recharge with Pilates. Litigation 
can be high-pressure, so mind-
body health is important. I also 
really enjoy charitable work, which 
is typically how my husband and I 
connect with others. 

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE 
AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND 
LIFE? No, I could not have 
predicted the turns either have 
taken. I didn’t have any lawyers in 
my family, and it feels completely 
fortuitous that I discovered law as 
a calling. The same is true for my 
life generally. I look back and 
think about how hard it was on my 
family when they left Vietnam and 
arrived in the United States, and I 
see how fortunate I am to have 
come out of that.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE 5 
YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? My 
husband and I are both doing 
work that offers an opportunity to 
make a positive impact and pursue 
larger purposes. It might sound 
idealistic but, to me, law is a great 
expression of the human 
imagination and spirit. It is how 
free people build civilizations, and 
I love feeling a part of that 
endeavor.

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: My practice 
focuses on prosecuting financial 
crimes, fraud and public 
corruption cases. 

Though the statutory violations 
are often the same, each case 
forces you to learn something 
new—whether it’s a specific 
approach to a criminal violation or 
understanding some set of facts 
you’ve not been exposed to 
previously.

In the last year, COVID relief 
fraud has been a fast-growing area, 
so my colleagues and I have really 
had to delve into the nuances of 
the Payment Protection Program 
and the Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 
OUTSIDE OF WORK? Family, friends, 
workout, travel. More than seven 
years ago, I joined the DC Gay Flag 
Football League. The league 
provided me with a chosen family 
in a way I never expected at this 
stage in my life (despite the two 
ACL tears I’ve suffered while 
playing). I also met my husband 
through the league. Clearly, 
joining the league was one of the 
best decisions of my life. 

I also make a concerted effort to 
stay in close contact with many of 
my Law School classmates, 
especially my Section A crew. Life 
has taken us in different 
directions, but we still manage to 
stay connected.

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE 
AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND 
LIFE? For me, becoming a federal 
prosecutor was always a question 
of “when,” not “if.” However, the 
timing did not work out the way I 
had envisioned. I fully expected to 
spend several years in Big Law 
before transitioning to public 
service, but the opportunity 
presented itself sooner than I 
planned. One of the best pieces of 
advice my mentor gave me was 
not to be wedded to a plan simply 
for the sake of being wedded to a 
plan. Turns out, that was pretty 
good advice, which I have passed 
on to others. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE 
10 YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? I am 
in a place where I am completely 
happy professionally and 
personally. That should be the 
goal, and to know that I was able 
to get there in such a relatively 
short time makes me feel 
optimistic about what the future 
holds.

10JAMAR WALKER ’11
ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

PAULETTE C. MINITER ’16
ASSOCIATE
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DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I am the 
head of Pillsbury’s corporate 
and securities-technology 
practice in Silicon Valley. My 
practice focuses on advising 
technology companies in all 
stages of their life cycle, 
which means in one day I 
may oversee the formation of 
a new startup, negotiate a 
venture capital financing, 
advise on a capital markets 
transaction, provide com-
ments on a 10-K [financial 
report] or negotiate an acqui-
sition. I really love the variety 
that my practice gives me, and 
I love being able to serve as an 
example of a female partner 
who has both a career and a 
family. One of my recent 
proud moments relates to the 
sale of our client Inphi Corp. 
to Marvell Technology Group 
for $10 billion, which was one 
of only two mega-deals led by 
women in 2020. I was very 
proud to serve as co-lead 
partner on that deal. 

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 
OUTSIDE OF WORK? Our family 
is adventurous, and we love to 
travel. In 2019, shortly after 
my son was born, we traveled 
to Europe for the summer and 
my older daughters attended 
summer camp there. We 
learned a lot about other lan-
guages and cultures, and even 
managed to make a return trip 
to France in June 2021. We 
also love to ski. My daughters 
race on the ski teams at Squaw 
Valley, so we spend a lot of 
time in Lake Tahoe. Beyond 
that, I enjoy reading, cooking, 
attending my kids’ soccer 
games and hanging with 
friends by the pool.

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED 
TO BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR 
CAREER AND LIFE? Luckily, 
yes! I was fortunate to have 
my major career and life 
goals in place early on, and 
so was able to accomplish 
them with the help and 
support of others around me. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR 
LIFE 15 YEARS AFTER LAW 
SCHOOL? I love that I get to 
play a critical role on so many 
different types of teams—at 
work on a variety of deals; at 
home with my husband, three 
kids and puppy; and in my 
community through various 
volunteer roles.

CHRISTINA PEARSON ’06
PARTNER 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I am the 
global chair of private equity at 
Latham & Watkins, assisting 
many clients with mergers, 
acquisitions and other transac-
tions. My clients include private 
equity firms, other investment 
vehicles and the companies they 
have acquired or in which they 
have invested. The deals range 
from the low millions to many 
billions, in just about every in-
dustry (including auto parts, 
education, biotech, software and 
consumer products). Fortu-
nately for me, many of my clients 
have become my good friends 
(and some of my friends have 
become clients).

In addition to my work with 
clients, I have been involved in 
several management capacities 
at the law firm, including multi-
ple terms on our executive com-
mittee. 

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 
OUTSIDE OF WORK? My wife 
(Rachel Ward Sheridan ’98) and I 
met at UVA Law School. We are 
not only partners for life, but we 
have also been partners together 
at Latham for almost 15 years. 
When not working, we spend 
almost all of our free time with 
our three children—two boys 
(ages 16 and 13) and our daughter 
(9)—and try to stay active, mainly 
with golf and tennis.

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO 
BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER 
AND LIFE? I have been very 
blessed, doing better than I 
could have hoped for or ex-
pected. I couldn’t have expected 
to end up at the same law firm as 
my wife, but sharing the same 
workplace for the past 20 years 
has allowed us to spend more 
time together than the Big Law 
life might otherwise allow. Al-
though work is demanding, we 
have been fortunate to find ways 
to spend considerable time with 
our children (even prior to the 
pandemic), whether it be at our 
summer vacation home, at their 
various sporting events or on 
other travel together.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR 
LIFE 25 YEARS AFTER LAW 
SCHOOL? I am grateful for so 
much in life currently—great 
wife, wonderful kids, healthy 
parents, many friends. I love the 
fact that all three of our chil-
dren have a successful mother, 
who provides them a great 
example.
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PAUL F. SHERIDAN JR. ’96

PARTNER 
LATHAM & WATKINS

WASHINGTON, D.C.
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CyberInsecurity

The Colonial Pipeline cybersecurity breach in May grabbed Americans by 
the shoulders. Supplying about 45% of the East Coast’s fuel demand, Colonial 
briefly paused deliveries after the attack on its online billing system, resulting 
in dry pumps in 11 states that rattled consumers and spurred gas hoarding. 

The FBI attributed the hack 
to the Russian ransomware 
group DarkSide—among the 
better-known bad actors to 
exploit system vulnerabilities 
and extract large paydays. 
Through its malware, Dark-
Side made restoration of Co-
lonial’s billing system contin-
gent upon the transfer of 75 
bitcoins, worth about $4.4 
million at the time. 

Like so many other marks, the 
business paid. Colonial CEO Joseph 
Blount told The Wall Street Journal 
that, because he was initially unsure 
about the extent of the breach, “it was 
the right thing to do for the country.” 

The government, notably, was able 
to recoup about half of the extorted 
amount through its own tech savvy 
and with help from intermediaries, 
mitigating the damage to the company. 
DarkSide claimed to be disbanding due 
to pressures. 

For some, it might be comforting to downplay the incident. A 
missed fill-up is a passing inconvenience. A corporate stickup 
is a problem for IT departments, insurance companies and, 
sometimes, federal law enforcement. 

Yet, as the Colonial breach shows, the line where business 
interests end and national security interests begin has blurred. 
Perpetrators of cybercrime are outpacing countermeasures. 
The bad guys are seemingly only limited by the bandwidth of 
their cunning and the timing of the latest patch. 

As with other precarious moments in our nation’s history, 
enter the lawyer to help. Alumni and faculty of the Law School 
are working to solve many of the high-level problems created 

by cyber intrusions. 

Calling from the road, John Woods ’95 
of Baker McKenzie was en route to a client he 
couldn’t disclose—an intrusion on some or-

ganization, somewhere. Having evoked images in a reporter’s 
mind of a “CSI”-like procedural, except with attorneys and IT 
staff instead of police, Woods downplayed the notion. What he 
does would not translate well to the screen, though the stakes 
are often quite high. 

A partner based in the firm’s Washington, D.C., office, Woods 
is co-head of the firm’s global cybersecurity practice. For more 
than 20 years, he has helped large organizations address the 
legal consequences of hacking—from a Fortune 500 client that 
was victimized by the Russian NotPetya malware to serving as 
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special investigative counsel to a major retailer after hackers 
compromised 45 million credit cards.

Attacks by cyber opportunists increased by 69% in 2020 
over 2019, according to the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint 
Center. The transition to working from home during the 
pandemic allowed criminals to exploit less-protected home 
computers as users accessed office networks remotely. While 
financial gain motivates the bulk of the criminal activity, 
from Woods’ perspective, keeping too narrow a focus on 
ransoms misses the point. Businesses and their information 
are interconnected. The breach of one company can extend 
to many other players, threatening a functioning society.

“Operationally impactful malware, which includes ransom-
ware, has been causing real-world problems at an increasing 

pace over the past five years,” Woods 
said. “And over time that is likely to 
change the policy debate around cy-
bersecurity regulation from a privacy-
focused disclosure regime to 
something that is more opera-
tionally focused—i.e., ensuring 
that critical business services 
are secure, such as in the fi-
nancial sector.”

Law firms simply advise and, within 
the bounds of the law and their ethical obligations, serve their 
clients’ wishes. That means if the client wants to quietly pay 
a ransom, so long as the entity to which payment is directed 
isn’t on the U.S. Treasury sanctions list, few regulations 
prevent it. Not every company will get the priority treatment 
that Colonial received if they do report a crime. The FBI suc-
cessfully froze $380 million in transferred funds in 2020, 
but the overall reported losses exceeded $4.1 billion. With 
underreporting, the true scope of the problem is unknown. 

The more sophisticated perpetrators often knocked twice 
on the biggest doors—seeking one payment to restore system 
functions, and a second to prevent a public data dump.

In responding to an attack, while a select few lawyers do 
possess advanced technical credentials, attorneys for the 
most part take the 30,000-foot view.

“It could be a call in the middle of the night,” said Web 
Leslie ’19, an associate practicing in 
data privacy and cybersecurity at the 
law firm Covington in D.C. “Or in some 
cases we might come in later in the 
process to assist with the forensic work 
to determine what’s going on. But gen-
erally, we’re brought in to manage the 
bigger picture.”

In addition to recommending how 
and when to notify authorities, lawyers 
must assess “the broader risks posed 

by an attack, including where the information in the breach 
could implicate other sensitive parts of the company,” Leslie 
explained. Firms may also help with the drafting of formal 
response plans, so that leaders know what steps to take in 
the future. Attorneys and IT experts can then run “table-

top exercises” to drill an organization’s response in imple-
menting the plan. 

Not that anything ever goes exactly as planned, Leslie said. 
A breach can lead to regulatory intervention and the kind 

of disputes that cause litigation, among other outcomes. 
“These risk categories can create significant financial expo-
sure, brand risk, and distraction,” Woods and co-authors note 
for a chapter in the book “Navigating the Digital Age: The 
Definitive Cybersecurity Guide for Directors and Officers.” 

In the worst of scenarios, the result could be bankruptcy. 
Put in those terms, a decision not to disclose a breach is 

compelling for many business leaders. All 50 states do have 
some form of data breach notification requirements related to 
the exposure of consumers’ personal information. However, 
one alumnus speaking on background noted that the extent 
of a breach is often ambiguous, making it unclear if the need 
to disclose has been triggered. Still, he said, if a company’s 
daily operations were to be shut down due to an attack, there 

is no ambiguity; notification has already occurred. 

Large organizations need to shift how 
they think about cyberattacks, said Jake Olcott ’05, 
vice president of communications and government 

affairs for BitSight. The cybersecurity ratings service ana-
lyzes the security performance of more than 40 million com-
panies, government agencies and educational institutions, 
allowing its clients, which include Lowe’s and AIG, to assess 
the risks of conducting business with them.

“This is not just a tech problem; it’s often a fundamental 
governance problem,” said Olcott, who was a cybersecurity 
adviser to U.S. House and Senate committees earlier in his 
career. “I would love for our alums to really engage in this 
challenge. Whether you’re a general counsel or CEO or a 
board member, it’s actually your responsibility at the end 
of the day.”

While, yes, the IT department may 
be best positioned to quickly implement 
the latest security patch, which Olcott 
said is a crucial indicator of whether or 
not an organization will be a victim of 
ransomware, the executives are the 
ones who decide program funding, re-
porting structures and the like.

Olcott’s company, in fact, is making 
it harder for C-suites to be lazy.

“We are continuously collecting literally hundreds of bil-
lions of security events about organizations on a daily basis,” 
Olcott said. “BitSight provides our data to insurance compa-
nies, and the insurance companies use that data during the 
underwriting process. If they see a concern, they can reach 
out to the company and say, ‘We really think you should 
take a look at this.’”

So how does his company get its information? Olcott com-
pared the service to a consumer credit bureau: “All our data 
is externally observable. At no point am I, as the consumer, 
sending information to the credit rating agency.” 

Instead, BitSight pings for system weaknesses in ways 
similar to how the hackers probe: “In many situations we’re 
able to discern the vulnerability of a system by doing some 
very basic interactions with that system—browsers, operat-
ing systems, software on a particular network.” 

But the company also operates the world’s largest sink-
hole network, which makes use of servers designated to 
snag malicious traffic.

“When a bad guy tries to break into your network, they 
often send a spear-phishing email,” Olcott explained. “When 
the malware is downloaded, the first thing it tries to do is 
send a beacon back that says, ‘I’m in. What do you want me 
to do next?’ A sinkhole intercepts those communications. 

When a bad guy sends one of those spear-phishing emails, 
the link often includes an address to contact. They’re running 
so many of these addresses that sometimes they forget to re-
register them. When that address expires, it’s kind of open 
for anyone to take over and register those websites. We’ve 
taken over a lot of addresses that used to belong to bad guys.”

In September, the risk assessment firm Moody’s became 
the majority shareholder of BitSight, increasing the profile 
of both companies as they partner on new offerings. Bit-
Sight is just one of numerous entrepreneurial efforts 
springing up to solve the problem of data vulnerability. 
Olcott said that until the government can act to improve 
the situation, “companies these days are on their own.”

 JOHN WOODS ’95

WEB LESLIE ’19

JAKE OLCOTT ’05
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Professor Paul Stephan ’77 returned to the Law School 
this fall from academic leave as special counsel to the general 
counsel of the U.S. Defense Department. He recently wrote 
an essay on the future of armed conflict in cyberspace for 
the forthcoming Oxford University Press book “The Law of 
Armed Conflict in 2040.” He addressed what constitutes a 
defensive posture.

“One way of framing the issue is how much do we want to 
make of the distinction between impairment of well-being 
and functionality, on the one hand, and of death and destruc-
tion in the physical world, on the other hand,” Stephan said. 
“Everyone agrees that cyber actions that lead to death and 
destruction should be treated no differently than physical 
actions, but is that all there is?”

He noted that Israel, in its ongoing conflict with Hamas, 
appeared to have justified an attack on a building as lawful 

because it contained computers “that were undertaking cyber 
invasions and compromising Israeli data without necessar-
ily causing direct death and destruction.”

Stephan said the discussion of how to conduct a conflict all 
too often transforms into a question of when to strike first. 

“Imagine a hypothetical adversary, but not a country with 
which we are at war, that does not have significant deter-
rent capabilities—no nukes, in other words—bringing down 
a financial market. Could we launch cruise missiles against 
that adversary? I would like to see the jus ad bellum, the con-
ditions under which states may resort to armed force, func-
tion as an obstacle to such retaliation.” 

He added, “I worry that treating costly but not deadly cy-
berattacks within armed conflicts as subject to legal regu-
lation under the jus in bello, the limits on how to use force 
once a conflict has started, can lead to more armed conflicts.”

Cybercrime law and policy at the federal 
level have struggled to keep pace with the trends 
of the past decade, much less the real-time threats. 
Prosecutors find themselves in the rare position of 

being unable to flex in the ways they can on other types of 
crime, with culprits often being outside of the reach of the 
U.S. and its allies. 

One alumnus, speaking on background, said that authorities 
must find more effective ways to cut off the flow of money. 
Like an invasive plant, the encroachment won’t end until the 
government can dry up the vine at ground level. 

The Treasury Department first advised last year that in-
termediaries who facilitate ransomware payments will risk 

sanctions, but that policy may prove 
tricky to enforce because there’s no law 
prohibiting a victim or insurer from 
paying ransoms. Lawmakers agree 
such a move could be fatal to certain 
exposed businesses. 

Rival nations complicate law enforce-
ment efforts. Russia may be the most 
notorious of the foreign powers that 
provide safe haven to “black hats”—
as long as their illicit hacking doesn’t 

target the motherland. A formidable cyber adversary in its 
own right, Russia was blamed for the recent Solar-
Winds breach that created backdoors to U.S. govern-
ment agencies’ systems, which also exposed private 
companies in their supply chains. But Russia is far 
from alone. 

The U.S. and its allies called out China and an af-
filiated group, Hafnium, in July for the Microsoft Exchange 
hack. The security flaw allowed the Chinese to snoop on 
defense contractors and universities, as well as small- and 
medium-sized businesses and local governments. A ran-
somware scheme later piggybacked on the vulnerability.

Notably, the U.S. retaliated with sanctions against Russia 
for the SolarWinds attack. The White House has not retali-
ated against China, other than via press announcement, for 
the Microsoft Exchange hack. 

But UVA Law professor Kristen Eichensehr, an expert 
in cybersecurity and national security law who joined the 
faculty last year and runs the school’s National Security Law 
Center, said official statements are not inconsequential. The 
tech community and the media often lead on pointing blame 
for attacks, making it more likely officials will then speak out.

“Attributions by private companies can make clear what’s 
happening before the government speaks, and such attribu-
tions also tend to put some pressure on the U.S. government 
to speak publicly,” Eichensehr said. “The United States has 
moved recently to do attributions in a coordinated way with 
allies. It’s an opportunity to define norms of responsible 
state behavior in cyberspace, but it’s an opportunity that’s 
not being fully utilized.” 

The U.S., for example, could call out particular actions as 
violations of international law, not just international norms, 

or commit to providing evidence to support accusations 
against states, she said. In her article “The Law & Politics 
of Cyberattack Attribution,” Eichensehr argues that states 
should set evidentiary standards for attributions as a matter 
of international law to prevent states from lobbing evidence-
free accusations. Currently, the U.S. is resisting the develop-
ment of such standards, as are France, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. 

Olcott worked at the House of Representatives as director 
for the Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, 
and Science and Technology in 2007. He helped elected of-
ficials conduct some of the first investigations and hearings 
into critical infrastructure cybersecurity. When discussion 
of reform measures arose, there was often pushback, he said, 
along with the quandary of the carrot or the stick.

“The key question for the government folks is what is 
the best way to improve the cybersecurity posture of our 
country?” Olcott said. “Should we increase our regulations 
in this space or are there things we should do to incentiv-
ize better behavior?”

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia sponsored a bipartisan 
bill this summer that would require federal agencies and 
their contractors, as well as other companies that run criti-
cal infrastructure, to notify the Department of Homeland 
Security of an incursion. In exchange for the heads up, the 
Cyber Incident Notification Act would provide limited im-

munity and offer technical help to the victims, such 
as anonymizing exposed data.

So could the U.S. go to war over a cy-
berattack that destroys an oil pipeline or increases 

the chlorine at a water treatment plant to toxic levels? What 
about a breach that sets back Wall Street and later tanks the 
economy? 

“I don’t think anyone wants to get into a shooting war 
over ransomware,” Eichensehr said. “Below the threshold 
of armed conflict, there’s a lot more confusion about what 
the legal rules actually are.” 

Article 51 of the United Nations 
Charter recognizes the right to self-de-
fense in response to an “armed attack.” 
But further guidance about when a cy-
berattack allows a forcible response 
under the article has been vague and 
slow-coming. 

After three years, members of a U.N. 
cybersecurity working group reached 
consensus in March about upholding 
some basic norms. The report, reflecting the participation of 
150 countries and observers, stressed maintaining the “general 
availability and integrity of the Internet” and the impor-
tance of protecting critical infrastructure such as hospitals. 

What’s considered off limits still may vary from country 
to country. The U.S., while encompassing the obvious, such 
as airports, broadly defines critical infrastructure to include 
movie theaters, campgrounds and casinos. 

KRISTEN EICHENSEHR

PAUL STEPHAN ’77
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groups that focus on law and tech-
nology issues, including the Vir-
ginia Journal of Law & Technology, 
LIST (Law, Innovation, Security 
& Technology) and the National 
Security Law Forum. Citron said 
the center looks forward to part-
nering with these groups.

Citron is the Jefferson Schol-
ars Foundation Schenck Dis-
tinguished Professor in Law at 
UVA. She writes and teaches about 
privacy, free expression and civil 
rights. She is the author of the book 
“Hate Crimes in Cyberspace” and 
has been deeply involved in reform 
efforts relating to the regulation 
of online platforms. In October 
2019, she testified before Congress 
about Section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act and is cur-
rently working with Senate and 
House staff on proposed Section 
230 amendments. She has been 
an ongoing adviser to Facebook 
and Twitter on privacy and safety 
matters. 

Her second book, “The Fight for 
Privacy: Protecting Dignity, Iden-
tity, and Love in the Digital Age,” 
will be published next year by W.W. 
Norton and Penguin Vintage UK.

The second-most cited professor 
in the nation on issues of law and 
technology, Citron is among the 
center’s long list of professors who 

write about issues that implicate the digital realm. (See sidebar)
UVA Law scholarship has some common themes, Citron 

said. Professors’ research often scrutinizes powerful inter-
mediaries, both in the public and private sectors, whose de-
cisions may affect the personal lives of individuals, the pub-
lic’s health and safety, or even the whole economy. 

For example, the scholarship of affiliated professors Deborah 
Hellman and Megan Stevenson “has been so influential in 
how we think about algorithmic decision-making systems, 
from empirical and moral perspectives,” Citron said. 

Exploring the relationship between technology and the 
law enables faculty to span any range of subjects, from en-
vironmental law to national security law to criminal law. 
Livermore, for example, also directs the environmentally 
focused Program in Law, Communities and the Environment, 
or PLACE. He uses cost-benefit analysis, machine learning 
and computer models to inform his scholarship and teach-
ing, which includes courses on the use 
of technology in the legal profession. 

“Advances in natural language pro-
cessing, machine learning and other 
AI techniques are already transform-
ing legal practice, and more change is 
on the horizon,” Livermore said. “Law 
students today must prepare for this 
future by understanding the interac-
tion of advanced computational tech-
nologies and the law.”

He added that the LawTech Center also reflects the growing 
interest among legal scholars in using sophisticated compu-
tational tools, such as natural language processing, to un-
derstand the law and legal institutions. Both Livermore and 
Professor David Law are leading researchers in this new field.  

One of the center’s first special projects will be investigat-
ing if informing the public about attacks on critical infra-
structure would create social harm or be helpful; currently, 
private companies that run utilities, such as water treatment 
plants, have no legal obligation to disclose when they’ve been 
hacked. Also, the center will sponsor research on the role 
of cities and other municipalities in privacy policymaking. 

Planned programming for the spring includes guest speak-
ers and a “tabletop exercise” for students to simulate an or-
ganizational response to a cyberattack. Citron will partner 
with affiliated professors such as Eichensehr, who directs 
the National Security Law Center, as well as other public- 
and private-sector professionals and student leaders in pre-
paring the exercise.

“Kristen is one of several UVA Law professors who so ably 
inform the national security component of LawTech," Citron 
said. “That includes Professor Ashley Deeks, who is cur-
rently on leave serving the White House as associate counsel 
and deputy legal adviser to the National Security Council.”

The center also looks to host an in-person conference on 
the governance of online platforms—those tech companies 
who have entered our everyday lives both socially and pro-
fessionally—sometime in 2023.

MICHAEL LIVERMORE
Livermore, who teaches 
courses on environmen-
tal law, regulation and 
technology used in the 
legal industry, co-edited 
the 2019 book “Law 
as Data: Computation, 
Text, and the Future of 
Legal Analysis.” 

THOMAS B. NACHBAR
Nachbar, a communi-
cations regulation and 
antitrust scholar, looks 
at antitrust concerns 
about platforms such 
as Google, Amazon, 
Facebook and Apple 
in his paper “Platform 
Effects.”

DOTAN OLIAR
Oliar, who teaches 
Internet Law, has co-
authored empirical 
studies of copyright 
registrants using data 
from the U.S. Copyright 
Office.

RICHARD M. RE
Re, who studies privacy 
in the digital age, and 
courts more broadly, 
looks at the potential 
for the use of artificial 
intelligence to adjudi-
cate outcomes in the 
co-authored article, 
“Developing Artificially 
Intelligent Justice.”

LAWRENCE B. SOLUM
Solum’s diverse work in-
cludes the co-authored 
article “An Economic Analy-
sis of Domain Name Policy,” 
which influenced the Inter-
net Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers, or 
ICANN, to expand its set of 
top-level domain names and 
introduce an auction scheme 
for allocation. 

MEGAN T. STEVENSON
Stevenson, who holds a 
Ph.D. in agricultural and 
resource economics, is 
the author of papers such 
as “Algorithmic Social 
Engineering.” The piece 
examines how algo-
rithms are used to nudge 
decision-makers.

Select 
Research 
From 
Affiliated 
Faculty

ADITYA BAMZAI
Bamzai’s co-authored 
article “A Trespass 
Framework for the 
Crime of Hacking” looks 
at questions raised by 
the Computer Fraud and 
Abuse Act. He is a former 
Justice Department Na-
tional Security Division 
attorney.

KRISTEN EICHENSEHR
Eichensehr’s paper 
“Cyberattack Attribu-
tion as Empowerment 
and Constraint” for the 
Hoover Institution asks 
the question, “When 
a state seeks to defend 
itself against a cyber-
attack, must it first 
identify the perpetrator 
responsible?”

THOMAS HALEY
Haley, a research assis-
tant professor of law, is 
author of “Data Protec-
tion in Disarray,” which 
was selected for the 
Junior Faculty Forum 
for Law and STEM at 
Stanford Law School.

DEBORAH HELLMAN
Hellman’s paper “Big 
Data and Compound-
ing Injustice,” published 
this year in the Journal 
of Moral Philosophy, 
looks at the potential for 
harm to snowball if the 
data used reflects past 
injustices.

DAVID S. LAW
Law, a courts and consti-
tutions expert, focuses 
on quantitative analysis 
of legal texts. His co-
edited book “Research 
Methods in Constitu-
tional Law: A Hand-
book” is forthcoming.

The Law School has launched a new scholarly 
center that focuses on pressing questions in 
law and technology, with Professor Danielle 
Citron serving as inaugural director.

The LawTech Center addresses policy issues, 
legal texts as data and the use of technology 
in the legal profession. 

“While some of the topics may be focused on matters at 
the heart of public debate—like the legal responsibilities of 
online platforms, privacy and security legislation, or algo-
rithms used in criminal sentencing—others may be dedicated 
to educating students, academics, lawyers and the public 
about the laws and policies governing networked technolo-

gies,” Citron said. “We also have a tradition at UVA of using 
empirical methods to examine legal texts and teaching about 
how lawyers and the legal system use technology.”

The Law School has been offering technology-focused 
courses for years. Classes this year include Advanced LawTech 
with Professor Michael Livermore, the Law and Technology 
Colloquium with Citron and Professor Kristen Eichensehr, 
and Cyber and Information Operations, in partnership with 
the Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School.

In addition, the Law School already hosts several student 

New 
LawTech 

Center 
Focuses 

on Data, 
Online 
Policy  

Professor DANIELLE CITRON 
Leads Collaborative Effort

DANIELLE K. CITRON
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JOHN GLEESON ’80 EARNED RESPECT during his public service career, both in his 21 years as a judge 
on the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York and, before that, as a pros-
ecutor. He was thoughtful in his decisions, though hardly soft on crime. 

As David Patton, attorney-in-chief of the Federal Defend-
ers in Brooklyn and Manhattan, put it in 2016 for a Politico 
article about Gleeson’s retirement from the bench, he “can’t 
be accused of just being a fuzzy-headed liberal.” 

Gleeson served from 1985-1994 as an assistant U.S. attor-
ney in the Eastern District of New York. Over time, he was 
chief of appeals, chief of special prosecutions, chief of orga-
nized crime and chief of the Criminal Division. He notably 
was lead counsel in the successful 1992 prosecution of crime 
boss John Gotti on racketeering charges and five murders. 

But as a judge at least, Gleeson didn’t always 
agree with how prosecutors wielded their power 
under Title 18 of the U.S. Code, Section 924(c)—
and the so-called “stacked” sentences the code 
produced. The law mandates lengthy prison 
terms for defendants convicted of using or pos-
sessing a firearm in connection with crimes in-
volving violence or drug trafficking. Until the 
First Step Act was passed in December 2018, 
multiple 924(c) convictions required the im-
position of mandatory consecutive 25-year sen-
tences on each “second or successive” conviction. 

Even for a young person, stacked 924(c) convictions could 
quickly result in a de facto life sentence. That is, if prosecutors 
brought all the potential firearm charges, and then refused to 
dismiss them because the defendant had exercised his right 
to trial by jury.

“I was a prosecutor once; I know how they think,” Gleeson 
said. “They’ve got that discretion. They use it to get people 
to plead guilty.”

In the summer of 2016, the law firm Debevoise & Plimpton, 
headquartered in New York City, called a meeting to discuss 
what it could do to address racial disparities in the criminal 
justice system. Having left the bench just a few months earlier, 
incoming partner Gleeson had an idea. He opened up a thick 
folder. The letters of desperate men serving stacked 924(c) 

sentences stared up at him. The men had written to Gleeson 
for help after he persuaded then-U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch 
to agree to dismiss two convictions of a man he sentenced, 
Francois Holloway.  

Gleeson suggested a pro bono effort that would ask other 
federal prosecutors, respectfully, if they would also agree to 
walk back some of their convictions. 

From that seemingly quixotic proposal, the Holloway Project 
was born—a campaign that, as of this writing, has helped free 
30 prisoners who would have otherwise been warehoused for 

the rest of their lives and largely forgotten by society. 
So far, the project has reduced sentences by a collective 

1,025 years.

FEDERAL PROSECUTORS CAN CLAIM an almost 100% convic-
tion rate. About 97% of defendants plead guilty. Of the esti-
mated 3% of cases that went to trial in 2018, according to the 
Pew Research Center, prosecutors won about 83% of the time. 

While the number of Black prisoners in the federal prison 
system has been on the decline in recent years, with white 
prisoners currently making up the majority of the prison 
population, Black people serve more time than white people 
for comparable drug-related or violent crimes.M
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The Odds 
Were 

Stacked 
Against 

Them

John Gleeson ’80 on First Step Act, 
Second Looks and Restoring 
Judicial Discretion

By Eric Williamson

“I was struck by how moving the letters were 
and by how many I received,” said 

John Gleeson ’80, who started The Holloway 
Project. “There were hundreds of them.”
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by DOJ in a racially discriminatory fashion for decades. Really, 
what could be more extraordinary and compelling than that?”

Even within the scope of his accepted pro bono clients, not 
all cases were equal. The project began its advocacy by putting 
forward the cases it thought to have the strongest merit first.

“We were not going to lead with our chins,” Gleeson said.

PROSECUTORS DEFENDED the status quo on a number of 
fronts. Foremost, they contended, was that if Congress had 
intended its amendment to Section 924(c) to be retroactive, 
it would have said so. But the Holloway Project pointed out 
that it was relying on the section of the First Step Act that 
now allows a defendant “in any case” to petition for a sen-

tence reduction. So even if the courts could not presumptively 
reduce the prison terms of all of the more than 2,500 inmates 
serving stacked 924(c) sentences—they could afford relief to 
the narrow subset of those cases presenting truly extraordi-
nary and compelling circumstances.  

The other argument made consistently by the government, 
Gleeson said, was that the Bureau of Prisons wouldn’t have 
agreed with the releases in the past. But Gleeson reminded the 
courts that the bureau was no longer a factor under the new 
regime, and indeed it had been removed by Congress from its 
prior gatekeeper role precisely because, he said, it had failed 
to open the gate as often as it should have.

The Law School contacted several current prosecutors for 
this article, but they declined or were unable to be quoted. 
The Department of Justice received a request for an official 
statement but did not provide one. 

One former prosecutor said he wasn’t surprised either by 
how the government has reacted to cases like those brought by 
the Holloway Project, nor by why it might be hard to comment 
on the reform effort, due to the nuances of individual cases.

“I have some sympathy toward the prosecution viewpoint,” 
said William F. Gould ’90, a partner with Holland & Knight 
who was a federal prosecutor in the Western District of Vir-
ginia for more than a decade. “Those folks spent a lot of time 

and effort on prosecutions they felt were quite righteous. 
The sentencing guidelines try in some ways to put people in 
the appropriate sentencing box, but every case is personal. 
It’s hard to reduce that to a mathematical calculation. Judge 
Gleeson has been very involved in this area writ large and, in 
my opinion, has been a good leading force in the conversation 
as to whether sentences are appropriate.”

As of mid-September, the project had earned sentence 
reductions in 30 cases in the District Courts, with about as 
many more left to be decided and new prospective clients 
being vetted on an ongoing basis. 

And earlier this year, that thing that never happens hap-
pened again: The U.S. attorney in Puerto Rico agreed to the 
project’s request for the release of a client who had already 

spent 30 years in prison.
Gleeson said the success has been grati-

fying, but still feels tenuous. While some 
prosecutors have decided not to appeal the 
judges’ decisions, others have. Some of the 
men could still be called back to prison. The 
project keeps up with its clients after their 
release to make sure they are complying 
with the terms of their probation. 

“The harrowing part of this is the law 
could change,” Gleeson said. He added, 
“Most of our guys are out for good, but 
notices of appeal are what keep a lawyer up 
at night. The prospect that [a client] could be 
ordered back into prison for several decades 
is something to worry about.” 

Even with that worry, he feels bullish 
about the long-term prospects for what he 
has pioneered—despite the “horse race on 

a couple of threshold legal questions.” 
Currently, the government is appealing reductions in several 

cases. And Gleeson and his colleagues are seeking en banc 
and Supreme Court review of decisions in the Third, Sixth 
and Seventh Circuits. Those circuits have held that, because 
Congress did not make its amendment to Section 924(c) ret-
roactive, judges cannot consider the amendment in deciding 
whether to reduce stacked sentences issued prior to First Step.

Gleeson said his pro bono mission has nothing to do with 
feelings of guilt about imposing the crushing sentences the 
statue had mandated. His hands were bound. 

“I sleep well. It’s a defect in our system. We at Debevoise 
have devoted substantial pro bono resources to highlighting 
it and reversing its consequences in discrete cases. We are re-
turning three-dimensional human beings who have righted 
themselves in prison, which is not easy to do, to families that 
love them and communities that missed them and need them. 
That they were subjected to excessive sentences that were 
visited by DOJ disproportionately on Black men makes the 
defect all the more repugnant.”

With other attorneys following his lead in bringing 924(c) 
cases, he’s now just one of many advocates pitching in to do 
the unstacking, and the unshackling.

“The U.S. Sentencing Commission, which has not distin-
guished itself as a friend of criminal defendants over the 
years, has said over and over again that the DOJ for decades 
has been whipping out this stacked 924(c) power dispropor-
tionately against Black men,” Gleeson said. “Specifically, they 
said in 2011 to Congress, ‘Could you change this law please?’” 

Living examples of the problem are men like Holloway. He 
ran a chop shop—a colloquialism for the black-market sale 
of parts from stolen cars. During a 24-hour spree in 1995, he 
carjacked three vehicles, and although an accomplice, not 
Holloway, had the gun, none of that mattered under Section 
924(c), nor did it matter that they didn’t physically hurt anyone. 

Holloway turned down a plea agreement that would have 
resulted in the dismissal of all but one 924(c) count and an 
11-year prison sen-
tence, insisting on a 
trial instead. 

The jury found 
him guilty of three 
counts of carjacking 
and three counts of violating Section 924(c). Gleeson was the 
sentencing judge, and the law compelled him to impose 57 years 
in prison. Comparatively, Holloway’s armed co-conspirator, 
who pled guilty, would end up serving less than six years.

The outcome “haunted me for almost two decades” Gleeson 
wrote in a detailed history of The Holloway Project for the 
June edition of Federal Sentencing Reporter. In 2013, Gleeson, 
still a judge, lobbied Lynch to revisit the case. 

Lynch “worked hard in response to the request, carefully 
considering Holloway’s impressive rehabilitation while incar-
cerated, contacting the victims of his crimes, and taking into 
account the excessive severity of his sentence,” Gleeson writes 
in the Reporter. “In July 2014, she exercised her discretion to 
grant my request, allowing me to reduce what was effectively 
a sentence of life without parole to a sentence of time served, 
giving Holloway the rest of his life back.”

The decision was precedent-setting.
While on the bench, Gleeson published a memorandum 

opinion describing the matter in great detail, which resulted in 
the outpouring of letters from prisoners in similar situations. 

“I was struck by how moving the letters were and by how 
many I received,” he said. “There were hundreds of them.”

Yet when he and his colleagues launched the Holloway 
Project at Debevoise, making similar requests of prosecutors 
across the country, they didn’t encounter the same enthusi-
asm for walking back 924(c) convictions. Lynch’s decision 
appeared to be a one-off. 

THE GROUND SHIFTED in December 2018, however, when 
the First Step Act became law, helping more federal prisoners 
become eligible for release. Passed with strong bipartisan support 
and backed by President Donald Trump, the legislation was 
the most important criminal justice reform measure in years. 

“This legislation reformed sentencing laws that have wrongly 
and disproportionately harmed the African American commu-
nity,” Trump said in his 2019 State of the Union address. “The 

First Step Act gives nonviolent offenders the chance to reenter 
society as productive, law-abiding citizens. Now, states across 
the country are following our lead. America is a nation that 
believes in redemption.”

The act made it clear that Congress never meant Section 
924(c) stacking to apply to multiple convictions obtained in 
one case, which was what happened to Holloway and many 
others like him. 

Still, from Gleeson’s perspective, that alone was of no help 
to the project. The change was retroactive only to the extent 
that it applied to cases in which sentences had not yet been 
imposed—which is to say not at all. 

But another component of the act amended the federal sen-
tence reduction statute, 18 U.S.C. Section 3582(c)(1)(a), allowing 
prisoners for the first time to pursue that relief directly, rather 
than having to channel their requests through the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons. That was where Gleeson saw an opportunity. 

The only rub was that the request had to present “extraor-
dinary and compelling” reasons, as outlined in one of the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission’s guidelines. 

Prior to the First Step Act, the Bureau of Prisons had almost 
exclusively reserved its compassion for the old and infirm. 
When it was removed from its role as the gatekeeper, Gleeson 
and other advocates seized on the room for interpretation in 
the language of the statute and the applicable guideline. The 
fact that Trump and, so far, President Joe Biden, have left the 
commission’s bipartisan seats unfilled has precluded any of-
ficial clarification.

Gleeson writes in the Federal Sentencing Reporter: “Our 
clients were serving breathtakingly long sentences that Congress 
never intended and had now abolished; though their offense 
conduct was serious, in almost all cases no one was hurt and 
little was stolen; most had received the sentences as a penalty 
for refusing to cooperate and/or for exercising the right to trial; 
they demonstrated extraordinary efforts to rehabilitate them-
selves in custody; and most were Black men who’d been sub-
jected to a cruel mandatory enhancement that had been invoked 
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“The prospect that [a client] could be ordered back into prison 
for several decades is something to worry about.”

❱ Members 
of Francoise 
Holloway’s family 
celebrate in 2014 
after a judicial 
hearing determined 
their loved one 
would be set free. 

M
IC

HA
EL

 A
PP

LE
TO

N 
FO

R 
TH

E N
EW

 YO
RK

 TI
M

ES

❱ Gleeson, a 
former Thomas 
Jefferson Award 
winner for his 
contributions as 
a prosecutor and 
on the bench, is 
currently a partner 
at Debevoise & 
Plimpton. 
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BRNOVICH v. DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE

 HOLDING: Arizona laws that require the rejection of ballots 
filed in the wrong precinct and narrow the category of 
third parties that can deliver ballots do not violate Section 2 of 
the Voting Rights Act.

“THE SUPREME COURT HELD that two Arizona laws 
purportedly designed to advance election integrity 
but that will make it harder to vote and increase the 
number of uncounted ballots did not violate Section 2 
of the Voting Rights Act. Justice Samuel Alito, writing 
for a six-justice majority, established a new list of 
factors for assessing alleged violations of Section 2. 
According to Justice Alito, the relevant considerations 
for whether a voting law violates Section 2 include: 
The size of the law’s burden on voters, whether it 
‘departs from what was standard practice when 
Section 2 was amended in 1982,’ ‘the size of any 
disparities in a rule’s impact on members of different 

racial or ethnic groups,’ the availability of 
other nondiscriminatory opportunities for 
minorities to vote and the strength of the 
state’s interest in retaining the law. 

“The majority held that statistical evi-
dence and witness testimony regarding the 
racially disparate impact of the laws were 

insufficient to prove a violation in the case 
before them. Although the state failed to 
offer any proof that the law prevented 

fraud, the majority determined that ‘a State may take 
action to prevent election fraud without waiting for 
it to occur and be detected within its own borders.’ 
Justice Alito concluded that ‘in light of the State’s 
justification [and] the modest evidence of racially 
disparate burden,’ the laws did not violate Section 2. 

“Justice Elena Kagan dissented in an opinion joined 
by Justices Stephen Breyer and Sonia Sotomayor. 
Justice Kagan criticized the majority for its totality of 
the circumstances test that was comprised ‘of mostly 
made-up factors, at odds with Section 2 itself.’ The list 
of factors, Kagan continued, ‘stacks the deck against 
minority citizens’ voting rights’ contrary to the text 
and design of the statute. Furthermore, she argued 
that the majority’s approach inappropriately limits 
state liability for discriminatory voting laws and failed 
to scrutinize state antifraud justifications that have 
been used to support voter suppression in the past. 
Justice Kagan concluded that the Arizona laws violate 
Section 2’s prohibition on laws resulting in the denial 
or abridgment of the vote employing the totality of 
the circumstances factors that Congress identified 
in the legislative history of the act. 

“The court’s new interpretation of Section 2 will 
severely limit its effectiveness as a tool for counteract-
ing racially discriminatory voting laws. Challengers 
are now subject to a heightened burden of proving 
that a law severely burdens minority voting rights, 
while the state has the much lower burden of asserting 
without proof that a law prevents fraud. Under this 
new standard, challengers are only likely to succeed 
in overturning the most egregiously discriminatory 
voting laws.” 

—BERTRALL ROSS

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT expanded 
First Amendment rights, empowered 
the criminal justice system and tackled 
jurisdiction during its most recent 
term, which ended July 2.

University of Virginia School of Law 
resident faculty were cited in seven 
cases: Professors Douglas Laycock 
with three; Caleb Nelson with two; 
and Rachel Bayefsky, John Duffy and 
Saikrishna Prakash, and UVA Provost 
M. Elizabeth Magill ’95 with one each. 
(Two cases cited more than one profes-
sor.) Two professors had multiple books 
or articles cited: Laycock with three 
and Nelson with two.

FULTON v. CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
HOLDING: Philadelphia’s refusal to contract 
with Catholic Social Services for the provision of 
foster care services unless CSS agrees to certify 
same-sex couples as foster parents violates the 
First Amendment.

“FOR THE MORE THAN 400,000 children in 
foster care in the United States, 
[the court’s] decision is disap-
pointing, allowing foster care 
agencies to eliminate potentially 
eligible foster parents solely on the 
basis of their sexual orientation. 
Nonetheless, the justices did not 

dramatically undermine existing 
First Amendment law.” 

—NAOMI CAHN

“FULTON V. PHILADELPHIA is an im-
portant win for religious liberty. 
Teachings about sex and marriage 
have been central to many religions 
for millennia; if they cannot act on 
those teachings, little of free exer-
cise would be left. The biggest news 

here is that Fulton is unanimous 
on the result.”

—DOUGLAS LAYCOCK

AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY 
FOUNDATION v. BONTA
HOLDING: The policy of the California at-
torney general’s office requiring charities 
to disclose the names and addresses 
of their major donors violates the First 
Amendment.

“IN AFP V. BONTA, the Supreme Court 
held invalid a California requirement 
that charitable organizations disclose 

the identities of their major 
donors to state officials. 
Writing for a six-justice ma-
jority, Chief Justice John 
Roberts stressed that the 
court has ‘long understood as 
implicit in the right to engage 

in activities protected by 
the First Amendment a 
corresponding right to 

associate with others.’ Compelled 
disclosure requirements, wrote the 
chief justice, must be reviewed under 
a standard of ‘exacting scrutiny,’ and 
while California has a strong interest 
in monitoring charities to prevent 
wrongdoing, the state’s demanding 
disclosure regime is a ‘mismatch’ 
with the state interests it is designed 
to protect. In dissent, Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor (joined by Justices Elena 
Kagan and Stephen Breyer) expressed 
skepticism that the complaining non-
profit organizations can prove that the 
disclosure requirements at issue are 
likely to cause actual harms, arguing 
that the majority’s approach represents 
a departure from the court’s ‘traditional, 
nuanced approach to First Amendment 
challenges.’ Going forward, AFP v. Bonta 
may have important ramifications for 
campaign finance disclosure laws, as 
the imposition of an ‘exacting scrutiny’ 
framework has the potential to make it 
harder for courts to sustain such laws 
as constitutional.” 

—JULIA MAHONEY

NCAA v. ALSTON
HOLDING: The District Court’s injunction pertaining 
to certain NCAA rules limiting the education-related 
benefits that schools may make available to student-
athletes is consistent with established antitrust 
principles.

“NCAA V. ALSTON had the potential to remake 
the NCAA and antitrust law along with it, but 
the court’s unanimous opinion was extremely 
narrow, on both the law and the facts. The court 
unsurprisingly rejected the NCAA’s attempt for 
something like wholesale deference for its rules. 
But in doing so, the court accentuated the fact-

specific nature of every ‘rule of reason’ 
case, to the point of providing no defini-
tive statement of how to perform rule of 
reason analysis. The court accepted the 
lower court’s three-step approach to the 
rule of reason, but did so by saying that 
the ‘Court has sometimes spoken of “a 

three-step, burden-shifting frame-
work”’ like the one the lower court 
applied. At the same time, the court 

noted the NCAA’s extreme market position, the 
narrow nature of the district court injunction 
and the potential for Congress to intervene in 
this set of disputes. The narrowness of the case 
was important enough to Justice Brett Kava-
naugh for him to write separately to point out 
how narrow the case was and to cast doubt on 
the NCAA rules not challenged at the Supreme 
Court. Thus, it remains to be seen how significant 
the case will be for antitrust law, although the 
court’s emphasis on the fact-specific nature of 
the rule of reason (and specifically the role of 
less restrictive alternatives, which played an 
important role in this case) could lead to more 
drawn-out antitrust cases by giving plaintiffs 
and defendants more to argue over in rule of 
reason cases.”

—THOMAS B. NACHBAR

FORD MOTOR CO. v. MONTANA 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL  DISTRICT COURT
HOLDING: A state court may, consistent with the 
due process clause, exercise personal jurisdiction 
over a nonresident defendant when none of the 
defendant’s contacts with that state caused the 
plaintiff’s claims.

“THE SUPREME COURT decided an important 
question of ‘personal jurisdiction’ under the due 
process of law clause of the 14th Amendment. 

The court revisited a question that it 
has ducked in several prior decisions. 
What legal standard governs the 
question of whether a claim ‘arises 
from’ or ‘is related to’ the contacts of 
the defendant with the forum state? 
This threshold issue is important, 

because a plaintiff must meet a very 
high standard if the claim is not 
sufficiently related to the contacts. 

Justice Elena Kagan’s opinion for the court says 
that Ford Motor Co. does have sufficient contacts 
with Montana—even if the particular car that was 
involved in an accident was purchased outside 
the state, but the court once again fails to tell us 
what the legal test should be.”

—LAWRENCE B. SOLUM

EDWARDS v. VANNOY
HOLDING: The jury-unanimity rule announced 
in Ramos v. Louisiana does not apply retroac-
tively on federal collateral review.

“THE COURT HELD that its decision last 
term in Ramos v. Louisiana, requiring jury 
unanimity for criminal convictions, would 

not apply retroactively to cases 
that were already final. In so 
doing, the court overturned 
Teague v. Lane, a case suggesting 
that certain ‘watershed’ rules of 
criminal procedure could apply 
retroactively to benefit defen-

dants convicted in years past. 
Importantly, though, Edwards 
applies only in the federal 

habeas context: The court expressly left open 
the door for Louisiana and Oregon to grant 
retroactive relief to prisoners convicted by 
nonunanimous verdicts under state law, in 
years or decades past, should they so choose.” 

—THOMAS FRAMPTON

TRANSUNION LLC v. RAMIREZ 
HOLDING: Only plaintiffs concretely harmed by 
a defendant’s statutory violations have Article III 
standing to sue the defendant for damages in 
federal court.   

“IN TRANSUNION, the Supreme Court tight-
ened the requirements for plaintiffs to 
demonstrate concrete injury of a kind 
that supports Article III standing to sue 

for damages in federal court. 
The court held that plaintiffs 
whose TransUnion credit reports 
inaccurately flagged them as 
potential terrorists, but whose 
reports were not disseminated to 
any potential creditors, had not 

demonstrated concrete injury. In 
so holding, the Supreme Court 
focused on the relationship 

between plaintiffs’ claims and historical 
or common-law claims. The court’s opinion 
likely makes it more difficult for plaintiffs 
alleging statutory violations to enter federal 
court, and it raises the question of whether 
state courts (which may not adhere to Article 
III standing requirements) will prove to be 
a more hospitable forum.”

—RACHEL BAYEFSKY

—Compiled by Mike Fox and Eric Williamson
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At 80, Law School Foundation 
President Emeritus David Ibbeken ’71 

Remains Dedicated to Graduates      
Based on an Interview by 

Jason Wu Trujillo ’01

DAVID H. IBBEKEN ’71 
left his role as president 
and CEO of the Law School 
Foundation in 2007, but never 
stepped back from what he loves—
connecting with alumni.

Now 80, Ibbeken continues to work 
part time as president emeritus, having 
passed on the leadership reins to current 
President and CEO Luis Alvarez Jr. ’88. 
In all, Ibbeken has logged more than four 
decades of service with the foundation. 
Founded as a trust in 1952 and incorporated 
in 1968, the foundation receives, administers 
and manages private gifts from graduates and 
friends for the benefit of the Law School. 

“It gives me great pleasure to reach out 
to alumni and to be in periodic contact 
with them, either in person or through 
email or by the phone,” Ibbeken said. 
“My work revolves around building and 
maintaining relationships.” 

Under his watch, the foundation’s 
endowment grew from $5 million in 
1979 to more than $300 million in 2007.   

That helped set the stage for the 
current total of $731 million, with an 
additional $154 million held by the Uni-
versity and the Jefferson Scholars Foundation 
for the school’s benefit. 

The foundation provides more than $30 million each year 
to support the school’s programs. The majority of endowed 
funds are reserved for faculty support and student scholar-
ships. Over the past decade, scholarship spending on a per-
student basis has more than doubled.

“The endowment ensures the Law School’s ability to recruit 
the best faculty and make a UVA Law education more acces-
sible to students,” Ibbeken said. 

Raised in Haddon Heights, New Jersey, Ibbeken played on 
the football team as a student at Princeton. After graduation 
he served as a lieutenant in the Army Field Artillery during 
two years of active duty and later as a captain in the New Jer-
sey National Guard. He coached football and taught at Mer-
cersburg Academy in Pennsylvania, and married and started 
a family with his childhood sweetheart, Sunny—all before 

becoming 
a law student.
To help make 

ends meet in law 
school, he worked as 

a student assistant for Ad-
missions Associate Dean Al 

Turnbull ’62, at $2.25 an hour, 
and as a research assistant for Pro-

fessor Mason Willrich. Sunny worked 
as well, typing student papers at 35 

cents a page.
“I developed friend-

ships in law school 
that go on today and 
are almost as strong 
as they were back 
then,” he said. 

Early in his legal ca-
reer he worked as gen-
eral counsel for a title 
insurance company 
while also teaching a 
night course to real es-
tate agents at Rutgers 
University. That teach-
ing experience, on top 
of his admissions expe-

rience, captured Dean Emerson 
Spies’ attention. Spies knew Ibbeken from his 

time as Turnbull’s assistant, and every year would call with 
a new job offer.

In 1979, the job was finally the perfect fit. Ibbeken would 
lead the fledgling Law School Foundation, in addition to 
teaching real estate law (for 13 years), and he would continue 
to help in Admissions.

“Our annual giving at the time was $385,000,” Ibbeken 
said—a far cry from the $21.9 million raised in 2020-21. “We 
did have a volunteer structure, which became very important. 
And we had a young reunion program that only got stronger 
over the years. But the combination of the volunteers and the 
reunion program gave us a base from which to move.” 

At the time, the foundation staff tracked alumni on 3-by-
5 index cards, adding notes about relationships by hand. 
But more so than record keeping, his biggest challenge was 

❱  Dean Richard Merrill, 
David Ibbeken ’71, a pilot and 
Laurence Vogel ’60 take the 
annual giving campaign to new 
heights on Oct. 2, 1981.
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shifting the mindset about who was responsible for fundrais-
ing. Members of the foundation’s Board of Trustees believed 
fundraising duties lay with the Alumni Association, which 
was then a volunteer group of graduates.

“It took about nine or 10 years for that attitude to change, 
and the Board of Trustees came around to realizing that they 
had to set the tone for our successful fundraising, particularly 
major gifts,” Ibbeken said. He credited trustees like David 
Mulliken ’75, who later served as chair of the American Ideal in 
Legal Education capital campaign (2004-2012), for helping to 
turn the tide. In time, the Alumni Association came in-house. 
Foundation employees now run the effort.

The transition worked. The foundation’s funds grew to 
$100 million by 1997. 

“We got better at raising major gifts,” Ibbeken said. “But 
the performance of the stock market and our investment com-
mittees were very important to that. It is the combination of 
the two events that make our progress possible.” 

Ibbeken was particularly proud of the capital campaign in 
the 1990s that exceeded expectations. Dean Bob Scott set the 
goal at $50 million.

“We ended up raising $202 million, which at the time was 
more than any other law school had raised,” he said. “NYU had 
finished a capital campaign in ’98 with a total of $185 million. 
They were not happy to hear that we went to $202 million, 
but Harvard was not happy either because they had come in 
somewhere close to that $185 million figure.” 

Soon, Harvard announced a campaign for $400 million. 
“But for a short period of time, and I’m guessing that this 

could be the highlight of my career, we stood above all the 
other law schools,” he said.

In addition to the highs of a successful campaign, Ibbeken 
said some of the moments that stay with him are about in-
dividual alumni who made a difference both during their 
lifetimes and as benefactors of the school. 

He recalled Roy Morgan ’33, whose career spanned serv-
ing as an FBI special agent to being on the U.S. prosecutorial 
team for the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal after World War 

II. During the 1950s and ’60s, Morgan worked in a range of 
roles for the U.S. and Japanese governments, including as an 
adviser to the Japanese prime minister and as head of U.S. 
trade missions to Japan.

After Morgan died, Ibbeken visited his home in North 
Carolina, where Morgan’s wife, Rosamond Woodruff Morgan, 
showed him artifacts recognizing his work overseas. 

“I thought, I’m in the presence of someone who had a 
remarkable career,” he said.

Morgan’s widow later made a substantial gift to the Law 
School to fund an endowed chair.

Ibbeken also recalled Harold Stuart ’36, a former NCAA 
boxing champion from UVA, who served in the U.S. Army Air 
Forces in Norway at the end of WWII. Stuart had befriended 
Gunnar Sønsteby, the most highly decorated war hero of the 
Norwegian resistance movement. When Ibbeken traveled to 
Oslo in the late 1990s, Stuart gave him three phone numbers 
to make sure he could reach Sønsteby. Once Ibbeken called, 
Sønsteby immediately came to Ibbeken’s hotel, where they 
spent more than an hour talking about the Norwegian’s role 
as a saboteur. 

“It was a rare and wonderful opportunity, made possible 
by an old friend,” Ibbeken said.

Stuart ended up making a gift to establish an Ethical Values 
Seminar.

In total, Ibbeken has studied under or worked for nine 
UVA Law deans—and the school has had only 11. Though 
the foundation’s structure and goals have evolved over time, 
some things remain steadfast. 

“What hasn’t changed, it seems to me, is we have great 
faculty, and the students are very talented, and there’s a col-
legiality that I believe I see in the student body that is pretty 

much unchanged,” he said. “And I think 
that may set this law school apart.”

Foundation Chief Development Officer 
Jason Wu Trujillo ’01 interviewed David 
Ibbeken ’71 on his 80th birthday. 
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❱  Ibbeken 
sits at his desk 
during his time 
as president of 
the foundation.

MEET UVA LAW’S 
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FACULTY 
NEWS GILBERT NAMED VICE DEAN 

Professor MICHAEL D. GILBERT, an expert on election law, democracy, and law and economics, began 
serving as vice dean July 1.

“Mike Gilbert is an outstanding scholar, teacher and colleague who is held in high esteem in the UVA 
Law community and beyond,” Dean RISA GOLUBOFF said. “I’m thrilled that he will serve as vice dean, 
following a long line of distinguished faculty to serve in the role. Mike approaches everything he does 

with total commitment, careful thought and utter humanity. I am 
excited to work with Mike and to see the wonderful contributions he 
will make in this new role.”

The vice dean is responsible for faculty development and intel-
lectual life, student affairs, University-related academic affairs, and 
service on the appointments committees and other committees. The 
vice dean also coordinates with the associate dean for curricular pro-
grams, Professor GEORGE COHEN, on curricular issues.

Gilbert, who joined the faculty in 2009, said he is excited to begin a 
new role.

“The Law School feels like home to me,” he said. “We have wonder-
ful students, staff and faculty, and together we do good work in a beau-
tiful place. I treasure our spirit of community and collegiality, and I’m 
excited to support it as best I can.”

Gilbert, the Martha Lubin Karsh and Bruce A. Karsh Bicentennial 
Professor of Law, teaches courses on election law, legislation, and law 
and economics. His current research focuses on campaign finance law, 
corruption and the adjudication of “culture war” disputes. His schol-
arship has appeared in multiple law reviews, peer-reviewed journals 
and edited volumes. He has lectured throughout the United States 
and around the world, including in Ecuador, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Mexico and Israel.

Gilbert directs UVA Law’s Center for Public Law and Political 
Economy, which serves as a hub for faculty who apply insights from 
economics and political science to the study of public law. He is a 
member of the Democracy Initiative’s Corruption Lab for Ethics, 
Accountability, and the Rule of Law at UVA. Last spring, he served 
as a visiting professor at Universidad Torcuato di Tella in Buenos 
Aires. Gilbert has won UVA’s All-University Teaching Award and the 
Student Council Distinguished Teaching Award.

Prior to joining the faculty, Gilbert clerked for Judge William A. Fletcher on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. He received his J.D. and Ph.D. (in jurisprudence and social policy) from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, where he served as articles editor on the California Law Review and re-
ceived multiple distinctions, including Olin fellowships in law and economics and a National Science 
Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Grant.

As vice dean, Gilbert succeeds Professor LESLIE KENDRICK ’06, who has returned to teaching and re-
search full time at the Law School.

“I’m so grateful for Leslie’s service through both challenging and joyful times at the Law School,” 
Goluboff said. “She has done an amazing job supporting and showcasing our faculty—from playing 
a pivotal role in the recruiting process for 22 new resident faculty members to working to create 
11 new academic centers. On top of that, she has been a critical part of guiding the Law School 
through the pandemic.”

—Mary Wood

KENNETH S. ABRAHAM  
published “The Long-
Tail Liability Revolu-
tion: Creating the New 
World of Tort and In-
surance Law” in the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania Journal of Law 
& Public Affairs. On 
June 3, he presented 
a paper titled “What 
History Can Tell Us 
About the Future of In-
surance and Litigation 
After Covid-19” (co-
authored with Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania law 
professor Tom Baker) 
at the annual Clifford 
Conference on Tort 
Law and Social Policy 
at DePaul Law School.

Abraham published 
“Rethinking the Devel-
opment of Modern Tort 
Liability” (co-authored 
with G. EDWARD WHITE) 
in the Boston Uni-
versity Law Review 
last year.

In the spring, PAYVAND 
AHDOUT published 
“Direct Collateral 
Review” in the Colum-
bia Law Review. It was 
featured on Jotwell 
shortly thereafter. Her 
article on “Separation-
of-Powers Suits” will 
be published in the 
Harvard Law Review. 
Ahdout also partici-
pated in CrimFest! 
with her new project, 
“Shadow Procedure.”

This year CHARLES 
BARZUN ’05 published 
“The Common Law 
and Critical Theory” 

in the Colorado Law 
Review as part of a 
symposium on criti-
cal theory; “Conflict 
Avoidance in Constitu-
tional Law” in the Vir-
ginia Law Review (with 
MICHAEL GILBERT); “The 
Tale of Two Harts; A 
Schlegelian Dialec-
tic” in the Buffalo Law 
Review for a sympo-
sium in honor of John 
Henry Schlegel; and 
“Quentin Skinner v. 
Charles Taylor: Expla-
nation and Practical 
Reasoning in History, 
Philosophy, and Law” 
in the Yale Journal of 
Law & the Humanities. 

Barzun has begun 
work on a book about 
the history and theory 
of American common 
law, titled “The Life of 
the Law.”

RACHEL BAYEFSKY pub-
lished an article in 
The Georgetown Law 
Journal called “Rem-
edies and Respect: 
Rethinking the Role 
of Federal Judicial 
Relief.” In addition, 
a prior article that 
she published in the 
William & Mary Law 
Review, “Constitutional 
Injury and Tangibil-
ity,” was cited by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 
TransUnion v. Ramirez. 

In the spring and 
summer, RICHARD 
BONNIE ‘69 was in 
demand for media com-
ments on Virginia’s 
abolition of the death 
penalty and legalization 
of marijuana, two sub-
jects on which he spent 
considerable schol-
arly energy early in 
his career in the 1970s. 
In July, Bonnie was 
invited to lecture at a 

PROFESSORS’ CORPORATE LAW 
SCHOLARSHIP RECOGNIZED
Papers authored by Professors MICHAL BARZUZA, QUINN CURTIS and CATHY HWANG were 
named among the top 10 corporate and securities articles of 2020 in an annual poll.

The poll of academics, conducted for Corporate Practice Commentator, 
selected the UVA Law professors’ works over papers from more than 320 

candidates. “Shareholder Value(s): Index 
Fund Activism and the New Millennial 
Corporate Governance,” co-authored 
by Barzuza, Curtis and Professor David 
Webber of the Boston University School 
of Law, was recently published in the 
Southern California Law Review. “Shadow 
Governance,” co-authored by Hwang and 
Professor Yaron Nili of the University of 
Wisconsin Law School, was published in the 
California Law Review.

In “Shareholder Value(s),” Barzuza, Curtis 
and Webber argue that, as investment funds 
compete to win the investment dollars 
of millennials by focusing on social goals, 
millennials shape corporate governance 
and were the driving force behind the rise 
of environmental, social and corporate 
governance, known as ESG.

“Millennials—raised in the shadow of 
the threat of climate change—came of 
age during the 2008 global financial crisis 
and are now raising their young children 
amid a pandemic punctuated by social 
upheaval,” the three wrote in an op-ed for 
The Hill. “Substantial research shows that, 
more than the Gen Xers or Baby Boomers, 
they integrate their social values into their 
economic life as employees, customers, and 
now investors.”

Hwang and Nili’s paper examines 
how non-charter, non-bylaw governance 
documents influence corporate decision-
making and corporate behavior.

These “shadow governance” documents 
“express a corporation’s commitment to 
and process on issues as wide-ranging 
as campaign finance, environmental 
sustainability, and sexual harassment, 
but are largely overlooked by scholars 
and practitioners alike,” the pair write in 
their abstract. “Among other things, these 
documents set the board’s annual agenda, 
define the metes and bounds of boards’ 
and committees’ responsibilities, and 
memorialize the corporation’s values.”

Corporate Practice Commentator is a 
30-plus-volume set of journals featuring 
articles written on all aspects of corporate 
law. The articles poll began in 1994.

Barzuza researches and teaches corporate 
law, corporate governance and corporate 

finance. Curtis teaches courses on corporate law, securities and venture capital, 
and his research focuses on empirical law and finance. Hwang’s research centers 
on business law, including corporate contracts, mergers and acquisitions, and 
corporate governance. She is the Barron F. Black Research Professor of Law.

In the past, the poll has recognized Barzuza, Hwang and Professors GEORGE S. 
GEIS, EDMUND W. KITCH and PAUL G. MAHONEY.

—Mike Fox
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tion in April. She was 
a discussant for “In-
ternational Law and 
the Protection of IT 
Supply Chains” at an 
event sponsored by the 
Oxford Institute for 
Ethics, Law and Armed 
Conflict in March. 
 

MICHAEL GILBERT 
became vice dean of 
the Law School in July. 
His paper “Constitu-
tional Locks,” which 
he co-authored with 
MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18 
and MICHAEL WEISBUCH ’19, 
was published in the 
International Journal 
of Constitutional Law. 
In June, he presented 
“Enforcing Rules 
versus Enforcing Stan-
dards” at the Compli-
anceNet Conference. 
That paper is co-au-
thored with Nicho-
las Almendares at 
Indiana University and 
REBECCA KERLEY ’20. He 
presented “Conflicts 
Among Rights: An 
Economic Approach” 
at Universidad Cientí-
fica del Sur in Peru. He 
was named an inter-
national expert in the 
Research Group on 
Economic Law, In-
stitutional Competi-
tiveness, Innovation, 
Development, Juri-
metrics and Public 
Policies at Pontificia 
Universidad Católica 
del Ecuador. During 
the summer, Gilbert 
taught a virtual course 
on law and econom-
ics to judges through 
the University of Ne-
vada’s Judicial Studies 
Program. 

Gilbert is director 
of UVA Law’s Center 
for Public Law and 
Political Economy, and 
along with DEBORAH 
HELLMAN, he co-leads 
a UVA Democracy 
Initiative called 
CLEAR: Corruption 
Lab for Ethics, 
Accountability, and the 
Rule of Law.

RISA GOLUBOFF was 
moderator for “White 
Supremacy on Trial,” 
hosted by the Karsh 
Center for Law and 
Democracy and the 
Miller Center in July. 

She delivered a 
keynote speech, “The 
Lost Promise of Civil 
Rights” for the Lee 
Lecture Series hosted 
by the UVA Library and 
the College and Gradu-
ate School of Arts & Sci-
ences in April.

She was modera-
tor for “Beyond Chattel 
Slavery: The 39th Con-
gress Frames a New 
Fourteenth Amend-
ment, an Equal Protec-
tion Clause, and ‘Affir-
mative Action’ Statutes 
to Assist Newly Freed 
African Americans,” 
hosted by the Center for 
Civil Rights at the Uni-
versity of North Caro-
lina in February. 

Goluboff served as a 
panelist for two events: 
“The Lateral Experi-
ence” at the Associa-
tion of American Law 
Schools Annual Meeting 
in January and “Leader-
ship Across Difference” 
for the UVA Jewish 
Studies Program in De-
cember. She was also 
a discussant for “Civil 
Rights, Law Enforce-
ment, and The Con-
stitution,” a law and 
history seminar hosted 
by the Robert H. Smith 
Center for the Consti-
tution at Montpelier in 
December.

She spoke as part of 
Sweet Briar College’s 
leadership core curricu-
lum on “Gender Equal-
ity in the Legal Profes-
sion: Past, Present, and 
Future” in October. Also 
that month, she was 
the keynote speaker for 
“The Role of Lawyers 
to Help Bring About 
Change,” at a Federal Bar 
Council event, and mod-
erator of “Presidential 
Leadership and Race” at 
the Miller Center.

RACHEL HARMON gave 
the keynote address for 
the symposium “Un-
necessary Evils: Law, 
Judging and Polic-
ing in an Overcrimi-
nalized World,” spon-
sored by the Institute 
for Humane Studies at 
George Mason Univer-
sity in July.

She was a panelist 
for several events: “The 
Future of Police Reform 
and Civil Rights in the 
Biden Administration,” 
a webinar hosted by the 
C. Boyden Gray Center 
for the Study of the Ad-
ministrative State; “Po-
licing Technology and 
Transparency” at the 
University of Florida’s 
Symposium on Tech-
nology, Media, and 
Privacy Law; “Federal 
Consent Decrees,” part 
of the Loyola University 
Chicago Law Journal 
symposium “The Crim-
inal Justice System in 
Review: Accountability, 
Reform, & Policy”; and 
“Navigating the Trial 
of Derek Chauvin,” co-
sponsored by UVA Law. 

She spoke on “Pro-
tecting the Protec-
tors? Changes to Qual-
ified Immunity for 
Police” at the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures in August.

She published a 
white paper, “Policing 
Priorities for the New 
Administration,” with 
Barry Friedman of New 
York University, with 
whom she also penned 
the Los Angeles Times 
op-ed “What Biden Can 
Do About Bad Policing.” 

Harmon also ap-
peared on three pod-
casts: “Titans of Law,” 
“Color Lines: From 
Phillip to Floyd” and 
“Common Law.”

She delivered the 
webinar “Teaching 
the Law of the Police” 
to help professors use 
her new casebook, 
“The Law of the 
Police,” published by 
Wolters Kluwer. She is 

frequently quoted in the 
media on policing and 
police reform. Harmon 
continues to serve as 
an associate reporter 
for the American Law 
Institute’s project 
on policing and has 
advised legislative 
efforts to reform 
policing. 

In the spring, she 
gave the charge to 
the Law School’s 
graduating class. 

ANDREW HAYASHI 
published “Protection-
ist Property Taxes” 
(with RICHARD HYNES) 
in the Iowa Law 
Review, “Dynamic 
Property Taxes and 
Racial Gentrification” 
in the Notre Dame 
Law Review, “Main-
taining Scholarly In-
tegrity in the Age of 
Bibliometrics” (with 
GREG MITCHELL) in the 
Journal of Legal Edu-
cation, and “Do Good 
Citizens Need Good 
Laws? Economics and 
the Expressive Func-
tion” (with MICHAEL 
GILBERT) in Theoreti-
cal Inquiries in Law. 
His articles “The Law 
and Economics of 
Animus” and “Tax 
Law as Foreign Policy” 
(with ASHLEY DEEKS) 
are forthcoming in the 
University of Chicago 
and University of 
Pennsylvania law 
reviews, respectively. 
In July, he presented 
his paper “The Evolv-
ing Network of Legal 
Scholars” at a virtual 
law and economics 
workshop sponsored 
by the universities of 
Michigan, Southern 
California and Vir-
ginia. Among other 
projects, Hayashi con-
tinues to write about 
tax law and religion, 
and recently published 
an essay called “Stew-
ardship and the Estate 
Tax” on the Canopy 
Forum.

DEBORAH HELLMAN 
presented “Rationing 
and Disability: The 
Civil Rights and 
Wrongs of State Triage 
Protocols,” which was 
forthcoming in the 
Washington & Lee Law 
Review, at the Health 
Law Professors Confer-
ence in June and the 
Wisconsin Virtual 
Health Law works-in-
progress seminar in 
March. In addition, she 
presented a lecture on 
“Algorithmic Discrimi-
nation” for the Center 
for Constitutional 
Studies of the Supreme 
Court of Mexico in 
June; delivered a 
keynote address titled 
“What Machine Learn-
ing and Algorithmic 
Decision-making Can 
Teach Us About Dis-
crimination” at the 
Center for the Experi-
mental-Philosophical 
Study of Discrimination 
at Aarhus University in 
Denmark in August; 
participated in a work-
shop jointly sponsored 
by the Berman Institute 
at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and the Univer-
sity of Maryland Law 
School in September; 
and gave an address on 
discrimination to the 
International Congress 
on Constitutional Law 
in Mexico in September. 

A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 
has been heavily focused 
on the 50th anniversary 
of the Constitution of 
Virginia. Howard was 
the executive director of 
Virginia’s Commission 
on Constitutional Revi-
sion, was counsel to the 
General Assembly when 
it received and acted on 
the commission’s rec-
ommendations, and di-

rected the successful 
campaign for ratifica-
tion of the constitution, 
which became effective 
July 1,1971. 

Howard wrote ar-
ticles on the history of 
Virginia’s Constitu-
tion in publications of 
the Virginia Bar As-
sociation, the Virginia 
Museum of History and 
Culture, and the Co-
lonial Williamsburg 
Foundation. He also 
wrote a series of arti-
cles in the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch.

Howard lectured 
widely during the 
months surround-
ing the 50th anniver-
sary. In Philadelphia, 
he was the keynote 
speaker for a program 
on state constitutions 
sponsored by the Na-
tional Constitution 
Center. 

His recent activities 
in Virginia include an 
address at the annual 
meeting of the Virginia 
Bar Association; the 
keynote for a program, 
“Looking Back, 
Looking Forward” on 
the anniversary date at 
the Library of Virginia; 
a lecture in an ongoing 
constitutionalism series 
at James Madison’s 
Montpelier; a conver-
sation with university 
presidents sponsored 
by James Madison and 
Norfolk State universi-
ties; conversations with 
Virginia teachers at 
the Library of Virgin-
ia’s Teachers Institute 
in Abingdon, Norfolk, 
Northern Virginia and 
Richmond; a Banner 
Lecture at the Virginia 
Museum of History and 
Culture; and a radio 
interview for Virginia 
Public Media’s “With 
Good Reason.”

For his work over 
the years since the 
current constitution, 
Howard was recog-
nized at a reception 
hosted by Gov. Ralph 
Northam on July 
1 at the governor’s 
mansion. The John 
Marshall Founda-
tion honored Howard 
by naming a Virginia 
History Day prize 
for him.

meeting of the World 
Psychiatric Associa-
tion in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
on the punitive incar-
ceration of political and 
religious dissidents in 
psychiatric hospitals. 
He recalled his experi-
ence serving on a U.S. 
State Department del-
egation to the Soviet 
Union in February of 
1989, when he investi-
gated allegations of psy-
chiatric abuse as part 
of U.S.-USSR human 
rights negotiations. 
The U.S. team of psy-
chiatrists interviewed 
27 suspected victims 
of abuse (15 hospital-
ized and 12 recently re-
leased) regarding their 
current psychiatric 
status, their diagnoses 
and their experience in 
the hospitals. 

The State Depart-
ment delegation report 
concluded that psy-
chiatric abuse had oc-
curred, but that mean-
ingful changes in Soviet 
psychiatry were un-
derway. In the wake 
of the U.S. delegation’s 
report, the Soviet psy-
chiatric association 
was conditionally re-
admitted to the WPA 
subject to a site visit. 
In 1991, Bonnie served 
on a WPA delegation 
that had a less compli-
mentary report. His 
lecture this year situ-
ated those missions in 
the context of develop-
ments in international 
norms of human rights, 
professional ethics and 
mental health law. 

Under Bonnie’s 
leadership as direc-
tor of UVA’s Institute 
of Law, Psychiatry and 
Public Policy, the insti-
tute’s faculty published 
a major policy state-
ment proposing a com-
prehensive overhaul of 
Virginia’s statutes gov-
erning response to in-
dividuals experiencing 
mental health crises—
an initiative driven in 
part by the shortage of 
hospital beds for acute 
care. Bonnie also is 
working with Virginia 
legislators to draft a 
pioneering proposal for 
formally diverting men-
tally ill persons from 
the criminal process 

into a new pathway 
of civil commitment. 
The key elements of 
the proposal were re-
cently described in the 
Journal of the Ameri-
can Academy of Psychi-
atry and the Law. 

Bonnie co-authored 
two scholarly publica-
tions for the American 
Academy of Neurology 
on cognitive decline re-
lating to aging. Those 
papers were on ethical 
issues arising in de-
mentia care and on how 
neurologists should 
respond to the FDA’s 
controversial approval 
of a new drug (adu-
canumab) for treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease.

DANIELLE KEATS CITRON 
published articles in 
April and May: “A New 
Compact for Sexual 
Privacy” in the William 
& Mary Law Review 
and “The Automated 
Administrative State: 
A Crisis of Legitimacy” 
(with University of 
Washington law pro-
fessor Ryan Calo) in 
Emory Law Journal.

KEVIN COPE’S co-au-
thored essay “Knowing 
the Law” was published 
in the University of 
Chicago Law Review 
Online in April. Also 
that month, his co-au-
thored essay “Govern-
ments Are Constitu-
tionally Permitted to 
Provide ‘Vaccine Pass-
ports’—Some May Also 
Be Constitutionally 
Obligated to Do So” ap-
peared in the Journal 
of Nuclear Medicine; he 
later discussed the re-
search on CBS 6 Rich-
mond’s evening news 
program and the na-
tionally syndicated 

radio program “The 
Attitude” with Arnie 
Arnesen. Cope pre-
sented other research 
virtually at workshops 
at the University of 
Chicago and the annual 
meeting of the Midwest 
Political Science 
Association. 

KRISTEN E. EICHENSEHR 
published “The 
Youngstown Canon: 
Vetoed Bills and the 
Separation of Powers” 
in the Duke Law 
Journal. She accepted 
an appointment to the 
National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering 
& Medicine’s Forum on 
Cyber Resilience. She 
hosted the Virginia-
Duke Foreign Rela-
tions Roundtable and 
the UVA Cybersecurity 
Speaker Series, both 
in February, and was 
involved in a number 
of other recent virtual 
events. 

Eichensehr served 
as a panelist for 
“Attacks on Healthcare 
Are Banned Under the 
Laws of War. Is It Time 
to Ensure the Same Is 
True for Peace Time?,” 
for the European Cyber 
Agora sponsored by 
Microsoft in June; 
“Writing the Rules of 
the Cyber Road” at the 
International Studies 
Association Annual 
Conference, in April; 
“The SolarWinds 
Breach: What Hap-
pened and Where Do 
We Go From Here?,” 
at an event sponsored 
by the Reiss Center 
on Law & Security at 
the New York Univer-
sity School of Law in 
March; and the U.S. 
Cyber Command Legal 
Conference, also held 
virtually in March.

She was a presenter 
for “Regulating Cyber-
warfare, Congressional 
Study Group on Foreign 
Relations and National 
Security,” sponsored by 
the Brookings Institu-

BUTLER’S PAPER WINS 
FRANCIS DEÁK PRIZE
A paper written by Professor JAY BUTLER won the 
Francis Deák Prize, awarded by the board of editors of 
the American Journal of International Law.

“The Corporate Keepers of International Law” ex-
amines the business of international law enforcement 
and grapples with the potential of corporations to 
serve as keepers of international law.

The award was presented March 26 at the con-
clusion of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the American 
Society of International Law.

The paper had been previously selected for the Yale/
Stanford/Harvard Junior Faculty Forum in 2019.

In 2018, Butler won the Lieber Prize from the 
American Society of International Law for his paper 
“Amnesty for Even the Worst Offenders,” and later 
that year was chosen as a fellow in the Law and Public 
Affairs Program at Princeton University.

Butler formerly served as an associate profes-
sor at William & Mary Law School. He previously 
was a teaching fellow at Columbia Law School and 
has taught as a visitor at Yale Law School and George 
Washington University Law School. His writing exam-
ines corporations and their adherence to international 
law, including how they can lead through global gover-
nance and policymaking.

—Mike Fox
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CATHY HWANG’S forth-
coming article, “Clean-
ing Corporate Gover-
nance” (co-authored 
with Jens Franken-
reiter of Washington 
University in St. Louis, 
Yaron Nili of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin 
and Eric Talley of Co-
lumbia Law School), 
will be published in the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania Law Review. Two 
more are slated to pub-
lished next year: “Col-
laborative Intent” in the 
Virginia Law Review 
and “Contractual 
Depth” (co-authored 
with Matthew Jenne-
john of Brigham Young 
University J. Reuben 
Clark Law School) in 
the Minnesota Law 
Review.

Hwang presented 
“Cleaning Corpo-
rate Governance” at 
faculty workshops at 
Columbia Law School 
and Oxford Univer-
sity, and at the Law & 
Economics Workshop 
at New York Univer-
sity School of Law. She 
presented “Collab-
orative Intent” at the 
Tel Aviv University 
Faculty Workshop. 
She presented “The 
Social Cost of Con-
tract” at the London 
School of Econom-
ics Faculty Workshop 
and the Singapore 
Management Univer-
sity Workshop.

CALE JAFFE ’01 pub-
lished an opinion piece 
in The Washington Post 
in June on the need for 
Virginia legislators to 
play a leadership role in 
climate change policy. 
He expanded on that 
idea in a presentation 
on “State-Centric En-

vironmentalism” at the 
Colloquium on Envi-
ronmental Scholar-
ship at Vermont Law 
School in September. 
At the same confer-
ence, he also presented 
on the “Role of Legal 
Ethics in Environmen-
tal Justice Advocacy.” 
Finally, he has joined 
SARAH SHALF ’01 as part 
of the inaugural cohort 
of Community-En-
gaged Teaching Schol-
ars within the Center 
for Teaching Excel-
lence at the University 
of Virginia.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK  
spoke on Fulton v. City 
of Philadelphia to a joint 
program of the Feder-
alist Society chapters 
at UVA and the Univer-
sity of Texas, and on a 
podcast for World News 
Group. He spoke on 
“Fulton v. City of Phila-
delphia and Bunches 
More: Religious Liberty 
Season at the Supreme 
Court” to the Salt Lake 
City chapter of the J. 
Reuben Clark Law 
Society. He published 
the 2021 Supplement 
to “Modern Ameri-
can Remedies” (5th ed. 
2019).

This fall, MICHAEL 
LIVERMORE published 
“Where Nature’s 
Rights Go Wrong,” 
co-authored with 
MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18 
in the Virginia Law 
Review. The article ex-
amines the growing 
global trend of adopt-
ing constitutional pro-
visions that grant rights 
to natural phenomenon, 
such as rivers or ecosys-
tems, or to nature itself. 
The article takes a criti-
cal approach, examin-

ing some of the con-
ceptual and practical 
difficulties that nature’s 
rights regimes face. 
Livermore also pub-
lished (with several co-
authors), “Law Search 
in the Age of the Algo-
rithm” in the Michigan 
State Law Review. That 
paper was the capstone 
of a yearslong inter-
disciplinary research 
project to computation-
ally model how lawyers 
identify relevant legal 
authority. In addition 
to presenting their re-
search results, Liver-
more and his co-authors 
discuss the normative 
implications of sophis-
ticated law search al-
gorithms. In October, 
Livermore will par-
ticipate in a weeklong 
session of the fourth 
Intercontinental Aca-
demia, to be held at the 
Paris Institute for Ad-
vanced Study. The ICA4 
is a global network of re-
searchers from a variety 
of disciplines focused 
on exploring scientific, 
legal and ethical ques-
tions at the intersection 
of cognitive science, 
neuroscience and 
artificial intelligence.

RUTH MASON served as 
co-editor of “Thinker, 
Teacher, Traveler: Rei-
magining International 
Tax,” a book of essays 
honoring Caplin and 
Drysdale’s H. David 
Rosenbloom on the 
occasion of his 80th 
birthday. Her chapter 
in the book was re-
printed in the Virginia 
Tax Review as “Has 
Cross-Border Arbitrage 
Finally Met Its Match?” 
(co-authored with 
Pascal Saint-Amans of 
the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development). She 
continued her popular 
Tax Notes series on 
state aid with “State 
Aid Enforcement After 
Amazon.” Together 
with Tsilly Dagan of the 

University of Oxford, 
Mason inaugurated a 
new workshop series, 
the Oxford-Virginia 
Legal Dialogs, which 
discusses the impli-
cations for tax schol-
arship of prominent 
non-tax legal work. 
She testified before the 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee of the Maryland 
House of Delegates in 
favor of pending legis-
lation (later adopted) 
to prevent automatic 
conformity with retro-
active changes to the 
federal tax base. Mason 
gave talks via Zoom 
on her proposed ap-
proach to state aid at 
King’s College London 
and Oxford, on devel-
opments in interna-
tional tax relations to 
the ABA Tax Section 
and the London School 
of Economics, and on 
the legality of digital 
taxes at George Wash-
ington University and 
Osgoode Hall. 

Mason also pub-
lished the chapter “Tax 
Discrimination” in “Re-
search Handbook on 
International Taxation” 
with a former student, 
ELIZABETH ADAMS ’19, 
and University of Penn-
sylvania law professor 
Michael S. Knoll.

JOY MILLIGAN was 
awarded a Berlin Prize 
for a fall 2021 fellow-
ship at the American 
Academy in Berlin. For 
her academy project, 
“The Constitution and 
Federally Funded Apart-
heid,” Milligan is asking 
“how the U.S. govern-
ment might repair the 
enduring harms of racial 
segregation, which con-
tinue to shape the na-
tion’s profound racial in-
equality in the present.” 
She focuses particularly 
on the federal govern-
ment’s less-visible role 
in helping to construct 
racial subordination, 
which often consisted of 
approving and funding 

CRAIG KONNOTH NAMED 
GREENWALL FACULTY SCHOLAR 
Professor CRAIG KONNOTH was named a 2024 Greenwall Faculty Scholar.

Considered one of the top fellowships in the field, the Greenwall Faculty 
Scholars Program in Bioethics “helps build the next generation of leaders by 
supporting early-career faculty members to carry out innovative bioethics re-

search,” according 
to the organization’s 
website. Since 2002, 
the Greenwall Foun-
dation has supported 
over 60 scholars from 
40 different institu-
tions.

For a term of three 
years, the award 
will fund Konnoth’s 
project, “Bioethics in 
Movement Advocacy.”

Konnoth will 
examine how activ-
ists, including those 
associated with LGBT, 
religious and racial 
justice movements, 
use medical frames 
and terms to bolster 
their claims, such as 
describing gender dys-
phoria as a disability, 
or racism as a virus.

“This project con-
siders how these med-
ically inflected ethical 
arguments relate to 
bioethics, whether 
and when they count 
as bioethics, how 
social advocates and 
bioethicists might in-
fluence each others’ 
arguments, and the 
ethical concerns of 
such techniques,” 
Konnoth writes in 
an abstract about the 
proposed research. 
“By considering when 

ethical arguments grounded in medical frames count as bioethics, this project 
raises vital questions about the nature of bioethics itself.”

Konnoth works on issues pertaining to health and civil rights, law and sexu-
ality, and health data regulation. His scholarship examines how medicine can 
be used to make normative claims and produce social change. He is also active 
in LGBT rights litigation and has filed briefs in the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
Tenth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on LGBT rights issues.

“Engaging in social justice advocacy, I realized that movements and individu-
als draw on many traditions beyond the law to produce change,” Konnoth said. 
“As medicine increases in importance in our everyday lives, it is important to un-
derstand how it plays a role in movement advocacy. I thank the Greenwall Foun-
dation for this opportunity, and am excited to join the Greenwall community.”  

Konnoth formerly was an associate professor at the University of Colorado 
and was a Sharswood and Rudin Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania Carey 
Law School and New York University Medical School. He has also served as a 
deputy solicitor general with the California Department of Justice.

 —Mike Fox

NELSON, ROSS NAMED TO PRESIDENT’S 
SUPREME COURT COMMISSION
President Joe Biden named Professors CALEB NELSON and BERTRALL ROSS to the 
Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States.

The commission will analyze arguments for and against Supreme Court 
reform. Qualifications for membership and the size of the court are among the 
topics the commission will examine. The commission will consider both the 
merits and legality of particular reform proposals.

The commission—co-chaired by BOB BAUER ’76, a professor at New York 
University School of Law and former general counsel to President Barack 
Obama—will hold public meetings to hear the views of other experts, and groups 
and individuals with varied perspectives. Biden’s executive order directs the 
commission to complete its report within 180 days of the first public meeting.

Nelson, who joined the faculty in 1998, is the Emerson G. Spies Distinguished 
Professor of Law. He teaches civil procedure, federal courts and statutory inter-
pretation. He is also author of a casebook on statutory interpretation.

Nelson is a past winner of UVA’s All-University Teaching Award as well as the 
national Federalist Society’s Paul M. Bator Award and is an elected member of 
the American Law Institute. He was the most-cited law school professor in U.S. 
Supreme Court opinions for the 2016-17 terms, according to a study of academic 
journal citations. He clerked for Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas.

Ross joined the faculty as the Justice Thurgood Marshall Distinguished 
Professor of Law in 2021. He teaches and writes in the areas of constitutio-
nal law, constitutional theory, election law, administrative law and statutory 
interpretation.

Ross received the Rutter Award for Teaching Excellence in his previous role 
as professor at the University of California, Berkeley School of Law. He has also 
been awarded the Berlin Prize from the American Academy in Berlin, the Prin-
ceton University Law and Public Affairs Fellowship, the Columbia Law School 
Kellis Parker Academic Fellowship and the Marshall Scholarship. Ross is also 
currently serving on the Administrative Conference of the United States.

Other commission members include former U.S. Judge THOMAS B. GRIFFITH ’85, 
now special counsel at Hunton Andrews Kurth; and former UVA Law professor 
Jack Goldsmith, now a professor at Harvard Law School.

—Mike Fox



FACULTY NEWS FACULTY NEWS

    Fall 2021   |   UVA LAW YER          5352           UVA LAW YER   |   Fall 2021

segregation implemented 
by others. The Ameri-
can Academy in Berlin 
granted 22 Berlin Prizes 
for fall 2021 and spring 
2022; the annual award 
goes to U.S.-based schol-
ars, writers, composers 
and artists who repre-
sent the highest stan-
dards of excellence in 
their fields, according to 
the academy’s website. 
Fellows spend a semes-
ter at the academy’s 
Hans Arnhold Center.

Her article “Remem-
bering: The Constitution 
and Federally Funded 
Apartheid” will be pub-
lished in the University 
of Chicago Law Review 
early next year.

JOHN T. MONAHAN re-
cently published “The 
Classification of Vi-
olence Risk” in the 
“Handbook of Vio-
lence Risk Assessment,” 
edited by University 
of South Florida pro-
fessor Randy Otto and 
Kevin Douglas of Simon 
Fraser University. The 
10th edition of his case-
book, “Social Science in 
Law: Cases and Materi-
als,” co-authored with 
Professor Emeritus 
LAURENS WALKER, will 
be published later in the 
fall. Monahan directs a 
research project for the 
John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Founda-
tion on ways to improve 
pretrial risk assessment. 
He also serves on the 
Advisory Board of Ad-
vancing Pretrial Policy 
and Research, supported 
by Arnold Ventures.

As director of the 
Supreme Court Litiga-
tion Clinic, DANIEL R. 
ORTIZ filed, along with 
others, a cert petition 

and cert reply in Haws 
v. Idaho, which asks 
whether a criminal de-
fendant’s purported 
waiver of the right to 
appeal in a plea agree-
ment is knowing, intel-
ligent and voluntary—
as required by the due 
process clauses of the 
Fifth and 14th Amend-
ments—when the 
trial court incorrectly 
informs the defendant, 
during the colloquy in 
which the court accepts 
the defendant’s guilty 
plea, that the defendant 
has reserved the right 
to appeal. 

As clinic director, he 
also filed a cert reply in 
Wilcox v. Lyons, which 
asks whether the 14th 
Amendment covers re-
taliation claims, and a 
merits-stage amicus 
brief in Minerva Surgi-
cal Inc. v. Holigic Inc., 
which asks whether 
the common-law doc-
trine of “assignor estop-
pel,” which prevents an 
inventor who has as-
signed a patent from 
later contesting the pat-
ent’s validity, survives 
statutory changes to the 
Patent Act. 

He appeared at an 
event at the George-
town Supreme Court 
Institute on Facebook, 
Inc. v. Duguid, which 
concerned whether ro-
bocalls and spam calls 
made by certain devices 
were barred by the 
Telephone Consumer 
Protection Act. He also 
appeared in the Feder-
alist Society’s Court-
house Steps program to 
discuss the oral argu-
ment in Minerva Surgi-
cal Inc. v. Holigic, Inc.

As a Berlin Prize 
Fellow during the fall, 
BERTRALL ROSS will 
trace evolving and 
competing concep-
tions of self-govern-
ment, culminating 
in the 15th Amend-
ment. He aims to ask, 
“Does this amendment 

protect only individu-
als’ narrow right to cast 
a ballot without dis-
crimination, or does 
it reach further to bar 
impediments to truly 
racially inclusive gov-
erning bodies?” Ross 
believes the answer 
could have far-reaching 
implications for subse-
quent amendments that 
protect nondiscrimina-
tory voting rights for 
women, the poor and 
the young. The Ameri-
can Academy in Berlin 
granted 22 Berlin 
Prizes for fall 2021 and 
spring 2022; the annual 
award goes to U.S.-
based scholars, writers, 
composers and artists 
who represent the 
highest standards of ex-
cellence in their fields, 
according to the acad-
emy’s website. Fellows 
spend a semester at 
the academy’s Hans 
Arnhold Center.

This summer, GEORGE 
RUTHERGLEN completed 
articles on “A Choice 
by Any Other Name: 
Ad Hoc Substitutes for 
Choice of Law” and 
“Universal Injunctions: 
Why Not Follow the 
Rule?” He also com-
pleted new editions of 
co-authored casebooks 
on employment dis-
crimination and on civil 
rights and prepared a 
new edition of his book 
“Transnational Civil 
Litigation: Principles 
and Prospects.”

FREDERICK SCHAUER 
delivered the keynote 
lecture (via Zoom) at 
the University of Ed-
inburgh Legal Theory 
Spring Festival, on the 
subject of “Force, Coer-
cion, and the Differen-

tiation of Law”; spoke 
(via Zoom) at Lund 
University, Sweden, on 
“The Role of Rules in 
the Law of Evidence”; 
delivered lectures in 
person at the Univer-
sity of the Faroe Islands 
on rules and standards 
and on freedom of 
speech; and responded 
to four commenta-
tors at a symposium on 
his work on constitu-
tional law, freedom of 
speech and legal reason-
ing. Schauer also served 
on the UVA committee 
chaired by LESLIE KEND-
RICK ’06 to draft a state-
ment on freedom of ex-
pression and academic 
freedom. His article 
“Freedom of Thought?” 
was published in Social 
Philosophy and Policy. 

RICHARD C. SCHRAGGER 
presented his paper 
“States vs. Cities” at a 
conference on Public 
Law in the States 
hosted at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Law 
School. The paper will 
be published in the 
Wisconsin Law Review. 
He moderated a discus-
sion on “Federalism in 
the Age of COVID-19” 
at the Miller Center 
and was a panelist at 
a conference on the 
constitutional status 
of cities hosted by the 
University of Toronto. 
He was a guest lec-
turer (with MICAH 
SCHWARTZMAN ’05) at 
Yale University, as part 
of its Free Exercise 
Speaker Series, and at 
Duke University, as part 
of its Race and the Law 
Speaker Series. With a 
number of other prop-
erty law professors, he 
submitted a brief to the 
Virginia Supreme Court 
on behalf of the com-
monwealth in Taylor v. 
Northam, an appeal of 
the governor’s decision 
to remove the Robert 
E. Lee statue in down-
town Richmond. His 
editorial “Basic Prin-

ciples of Property Law 
Support the Gover-
nor’s Decision to Take 
Down the Lee Statue” 
appeared in the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch.

Professor LOIS 
SHEPHERD has been 
appointed for a three-
year term to the De-
partment of Health 
and Human Services 
Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee on Human 
Research Protections. 
The committee advises 
the secretary on issues 
pertaining to or asso-
ciated with the pro-
tection of human re-
search subjects; how to 
improve the quality of 
the system of human 
research protection 
programs, including 
the responsibilities of 
investigators, institu-
tional review boards, 
administrators and in-
stitutional officials; and 
the role of the Office 
for Human Research 
Protections and other 
offices within Health 
and Human Services.

Shepherd, the Peter 
A. Wallenborn, Jr. and 
Dolly F. Wallen born 
Professor of Bio medical 
Ethics at UVA, also 
serves as a pro fessor 
of public health sci-
ences and professor of 
law. She is co-director 
of Studies in Reproduc-
tive Ethics and Justice 
in the School of Medi-
cine’s Center for Health 
Humanities and Ethics.

PAUL STEPHAN ’77 
finished up his 
public service with 
the Department of 
Defense in August 
and has returned to 
Charlottesville. He is 
under contract with 

VERSTEEG’S CO-AUTHORED 
BOOK WINS HONORS
Professor MILA VERSTEEG’S book “How Constitutional 
Rights Matter” was awarded the International Society 
of Public Law prize for best book published in 2019 
or 2020, an honor that she shared with her co-author, 
Adam Chilton.

Their book, released last summer by Oxford Univer-
sity Press, examines whether including rights in con-
stitutions actually improves their protection. Chilton, 

a University of 
Chicago law 
professor, has 
been one of Ver-
steeg’s frequent 
collaborators.

The book 
was awarded 
the prize during 
the closing cer-
emony of the 
society’s annual 
conference, 
which fea-
tured 272 ses-
sions and some 
1,500 public 
law scholars 
from around the 
world. Compe-
tition among 
members, who 
also represent 
expertise in the 
social sciences 

and humanities, was steep because two years of entries 
were combined due to the pandemic.

“I am incredibly honored to receive this award,” Ver-
steeg said. “I am particularly grateful to the intellec-
tual community at UVA that has helped me develop the 
ideas articulated in the book over the years.”

Among insights shared in the book, Versteeg and 
Chilton showed that the willingness of groups to orga-
nize and push back against the erosion of constitutional 
rights resulted in stronger protections. Their investiga-
tion solicited survey experiments, statistical analyses 
and case studies from around the world to better under-
stand levels of rights enforcement.

The book also won the Best Book Award from the 
Human Rights Section of the American Political Science 
Association. 

The research benefited from Versteeg winning a 
$200,000 Andrew Carnegie Fellowship, some of which 
she put toward her expenses in researching the book. 

Versteeg is the Henry L. and Grace Doherty Charita-
ble Foundation Professor of Law. She serves as director 
of UVA Law’s Center for International and Comparative 
Law and its Human Rights Program. Her research and 
teaching interests include comparative constitutional 
law, public international law and empirical legal studies. 
She has published more than 50 articles and book chap-
ters, in both legal and social science journals, and is 
considered a pioneer in applying empirical research 
methods to studying constitutions.

—Eric Williamson

ROBINSON WINS EQUITY AWARD 
NAMED FOR LATE HUSBAND
Professor Emerita MILDRED ROBINSON won an award for helping to improve equity 
in the UVA community—an honor that’s close to her heart. 

On June 8, she was the recipient of the Armstead Robinson Faculty Award, 
named for her late husband. The Black Faculty and Staff Employee Resource 
Group at UVA bestows the award on a faculty member who has contributed 

to diversity, equity and 
inclusion, and who has had 
a positive impact on the 
Black experience at the 
University.

Robinson was the first 
Black woman to serve as a 
tenured professor on the 
UVA Law faculty. She was 
hired in 1985 from Florida 
State University.

Robinson recently 
wrapped up a 35-year 
teaching career at UVA, 
and 47 years in academia 
overall, that went beyond 
just being a tax scholar. 
During her service, she 
was a robust citizen of 
the UVA community 
and a dedicated mentor 
and friend to countless 
students, faculty and staff.

Among her many 
contributions, she served 
as a role model to UVA Law 
students who would go 
on to successful careers in 
either tax law or academia; 
helped recruit Black faculty 
at the Law School and 
across Grounds; served as a 
welcomer and resource to 
successive classes of Black 
law students, including 

at Black Law Students Association receptions, which she sometimes hosted at 
her home; and created and led the “Profiles from Practice” series that introduced 
students to diverse practitioners in the legal field.

She said during the ceremony that her husband’s namesake award was 
meaningful to her because it means “I was an important contributor to the 
University experience in a way he thought was meaningful. I was a big fan of 
his.”

Armstead Robinson was a history professor who oversaw the initial 
development of the Carter G. Woodson Institute for Afro-American and African 
Studies. Under his leadership, the institute helped identify, recruit and retain 
key Black faculty members at the University.

The couple were married for eight years, until his untimely death in 1995.
As a widow with three children, one of them only 6, she maintained her full 

teaching load, her many volunteer commitments and added a new project: the 
completion of her husband’s book manuscript. In association with the University 
of Virginia Press, which identified history professors to help complete the work, 
she made sure that “Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the 
Collapse of the Confederacy: 1861-1865” was published.

“I found about seven different versions, and it was pretty close to being 
overwhelming, but I was determined the book would be published,” Robinson 
said. Once she identified the partnership that would complete the book, “I was 
cheering loudly on the sidelines.”

—Eric Williamson
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Cambridge University 
Press for a manuscript 
titled “The Crisis in 
International Law—
System Shocks, 
National Populism, and 
the Battle for the World 
Economy.” He will 
present a workshop on 
the book in November. 

His articles released 
or forthcoming this 
year include “Big Data 
and the Future Law of 
Armed Conflict in Cy-
berspace” for the book 
“The Law of Armed 
Conflict in 2040,” pub-
lished by Oxford Uni-
versity Press; and “In-
ternational Human 
Rights and Multina-
tional Corporations: 
An FCPA Approach” 
(with PIERRE-HUGUES 
VERDIER) in the Boston 
University Law Review; 
“Sovereignty and the 
World Economy” in 
the University of St. 
Thomas Law Journal; 
“Wars of Conquest 
in the Twenty-First 
Century and the 
Lessons of History—
Crimea, Panama, and 
John Bassett Moore” 
in the Virginia Journal 
of International Law; 
and “The U.S. Context 
of the Restatement 
(Fourth) of the Foreign 
Relations Law of the 
United States” in the 
European Journal of 
International Law. 

 

MEGAN T. STEVENSON’S 
paper “Pretrial 
Detention and the 
Value of Liberty” 
is forthcoming in 
the Virginia Law 
Review. She wrote an 
op-ed on the paper 
for The Appeal and 
discussed it on “The 
Appeal Live.” She gave 
recent talks at the 
ETH Zürich Speaker 
Series in Law and 
Economics, Cardozo 
Law School Faculty 
Workshop, and the 
Brooklyn Law Faculty 
Workshop. She also 
gave a presentation on 

risk assessment to the 
ABA Sentencing Task 
Force and launched a 
new online biweekly 
workshop series 
called the Virtual 
Crim Workshop.

G. EDWARD WHITE, with 
KENNETH S. ABRAHAM, 
published “Rethinking 
the Development of 
Tort Liability” in the 
Boston University Law 
Review in September.
White gave a 
presentation Aug. 16 
at the annual meeting 
of the International 
Association of Defense 
Counsel in Chicago. 
The topic was “Changes 
in the Internal 
Deliberative Protocols 
of the Supreme Court 
in the Last Hundred 
Years.”

In July, BOB BAUER ’76 
and Yale law professor 
Cristina M. Rodriguez, 
co-chairs of the Presi-
dential Commission 
on the Supreme Court, 
invited White to submit 
written testimony on a 
number of topics. Pro-
fessors CALEB NELSON 
and BERTRALL ROSS also 
are members of the 
commission.

His new book, 
“Soccer in American 
Culture: The Beautiful 
Game’s Struggle 
for Status,” will be 
published by the 
University of Missouri 
Press in the spring 
of 2022. 

RESEARCH BY HWANG 
AND CO-AUTHORS UPENDS CORPORATE 
GOVERNANCE SCHOLARSHIP
Nearly two decades of influential scholarship on how corporations are governed 
and valued is based on bad data, according to new research co-authored by 
Professor CATHY HWANG.

The paper, “Cleaning Corporate Governance,” reveals that an index 
cited thousands of times by scholars to measure corporate governance and 

shareholder rights is riddled with 
errors.

Written by Hwang, Columbia 
Law School postdoctoral fellow 
Jens Frankenreiter, Wisconsin law 
professor Yaron Nili and Columbia 
law professor Eric L. Talley, the new 
research also offers a dataset with 
pilot data to rectify the problem, 
creating a clearer picture about 
the power dynamics that control 
corporations and what that might 
imply in terms of profit potential, 
valuation and long-term prospects, 
among other business factors.

“For years, lawyers have raised 
our eyebrows at some of the major 
findings in corporate finance,” 
Hwang said. “Attempts to examine 
the underlying data, however, have 
been unsuccessful—empirical 

corporate governance data are hard to get and parse. The data that do exist, 
from commercial vendors, is super-expensive and of dubious provenance. 
To investigate the received corporate governance wisdom—from either 
legal scholars or business/finance scholars—we knew that we had to start by 
collecting the data from scratch.”

Dozens of law students and scholars assisted in the effort. The paper unveils 
a collection of three decades’ worth of corporate charters for thousands of 
public companies, revealing that faith in the accuracy and integrity of a small, 
specialized collection of corporate governance data has been misplaced.

The new data, called the “Cleaning Corporate Governance,” or CCG, 
data, includes the past 25 years’ worth of historical charters from S&P 
1500 companies, hand-labeled across numerous governance metrics. It’s 
supplemented with data that tracks 16 statutory governance rules across 50 
states and Washington, D.C., traced over nearly 30 years. The scholars have 
made the data available to all.

“A lack of access has been a chief culprit in data inaccuracy,” Hwang said. 
“Moreover, we’re really cognizant of the fact that newer researchers don’t have 
the resources to buy or gather data—and we think their brilliance shouldn’t be 
hampered by cost. We want CCG to become the gold standard data in our field, 
and we want everyone to be able to use it and improve it.” 

In the article, the professors revisit the famous 2003 paper by Paul Gompers, 
Joy Ishii and Andrew Metrick. This paper introduced the “Governance 
Index” or “G-index,” a measure of how much firm governance rules protect 
shareholders. 

“The paper has been cited nearly 10,000 times, and numerous other 
governance indices are based off of the G-index,” Hwang said. “The paper’s most 
famous finding is that firms with stronger shareholder rights are correlated with 
higher firm value, high profits and higher firm growth.”

In putting together their own data, the authors found that the original data 
the paper was based on is over 80% incorrect.

“We then replicated the G-index study using our own data, and their most 
famous finding is much more attenuated,” she said. 

Hwang said the data could allow researchers to measure stakeholder 
involvement and test whether it impacts factors such as investment return, 
among many other possibilities.

—Mike Fox

From 
Public

Service to 
Customer 

Service

COVID-19 HAS 
PRESENTED 

RESTAURATEUR
WITH 

A MENU OF 
CHALLENGES

Leezie Kim ’96 
FROM HER TIME WORKING IN GOVERNMENT, LEEZIE KIM ’96 knows about 
making big decisions under pressure, but she has experienced a very 
different kind of pressure over the past 18 months in her current job 
as chief legal officer of Fox Restaurant Concepts.

Fox, a James Beard-nominated restaurant incubator company, op-
erates more than 50 restaurants across the country. Those restaurants 
employ thousands of people, and their livelihoods were disrupted 
when COVID-19 hit last March. Dine-in business largely disappeared, 
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“IF YOU ASK ANYONE WHO WORKS IN POLITICS WHO ON THE SUPPORT TEAM IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT, EVERYONE WILL SAY IT’S THE CONSTITUENT SERVICES TEAM. 

THAT LOVE OF INTERACTING AND SERVING THE PUBLIC IS THE SAME IN BOTH FIELDS.” 
—LEEZIE KIM ’96

VITA LEEZIE KIM ’96

Get Brown talking about her time in law 
school, and she mentions two other things: 
hers was the first class to occupy North 
Grounds and, accordingly, was also the class 
that introduced softball. 

The class soon bonded because second- 
and third-years remained in Clark Hall on 
Central Grounds for a few weeks until the 
Law School’s final construction details were 
complete. 

“We really got to know each other quickly,” 
Brown said. “We were all stressed out to-
gether without any upperclassmen to tell us 
it would be OK.” 

After graduation, Brown joined Phelps 
Dunbar, leaving to become vice president 
of legal affairs for a nonprofit group orga-
nizing the 1984 Louisiana World Exposi-
tion in New Orleans. Though she began her 
career as a litigator, her experience at the 
World’s Fair taught her that she preferred 
transactional work, which has since been her 

specialty. Brown joined 
the Northern Virginia 
office of Miles & Stock-
bridge in 1986, and in 
1998 moved to Mays & 
Valentine, which has 
since merged into what 

is now Troutman Pepper Hamilton & Sanders, 
where she practices in its Washington office. 

Brown’s list of clients is long and diverse. 
She has represented lenders in a wide range 
of financial transactions but has a particular 
focus now on senior housing and skilled as-
sisted nursing facilities. She has also overseen 
multimillion-dollar deals, including a $67 
million conversion of Baltimore’s landmark 
Bank of America building to residential mixed 
use, and helped secure financing for arts and 
cultural organizations such as the Red Cross 
and the Shakespeare Theater.

Brown’s connections to UVA have re-
mained strong. She has served on the Law 
School’s Alumni Council and her daughter, 
Maggie Birkel, graduated from the Law 
School in 2018.

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Margaret Ann Brown ’77
 
ANN BROWN ’77 HAS ACHIEVED MANY “FIRSTS” IN HER LIFE AND CAREER, BUT SHE CARRIES HER STATUS 

AS A PIONEER LIGHTLY.

She was among the first class of women to enter UVA as undergraduates in 1970 after 
coeducation was established, and in 1974 was among the first University alumnae to go on 
to attend the Law School.

In fact, noted Brown, now a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Troutman Pepper, 
she decided to attend UVA for the same reasons many others have, before and since: Her 
father, 1934 College alumnus  Leverett W. Brown, and friends from her hometown of Mobile, 
Alabama, encouraged her to apply. 

“I was somewhat oblivious to the implications of it, honestly,” Brown said of being in the 
first class of undergraduate women. “I went to a small private girls’ school, and I was very 
much ready to venture somewhere larger and co-ed.” 

Being a female law student could be challenging at times, Brown said. 
“There were a few students—male students—who were somewhat vocal about the fact that 

the women in our class were taking a place that could have gone to a man,” she recalled. “But 
I never sensed that from anyone on the faculty. They were very receptive and welcoming to 
the women students.” 

In her class, 18% were women, while in the past two classes of entering students, women 
have comprised a once-inconceivable majority (see p. 10). 

TROUTMAN 
PARTNER 
RECALLS 
INITIAL DAYS ON 
NORTH GROUNDS 
AND BEYOND

From the 
Ground Up 

forcing Kim to oversee some res-
taurant closures and thousands of 
employee furloughs, something 
that had never happened before 
in the company’s 20-year history. 

“It was chaos and things were 
changing all the time,” she said. 
“We were all doing what we could 
to keep people as safe as possible.” 

Under Kim’s oversight, Fox 
quickly started a program to dis-
tribute modest emergency grants 
to furloughed employees, eventu-
ally giving away over $1 million 
in private donations. At the same 
time, Kim and her team were 
sending the thousands of fur-
loughed employees electronic gift 
cards every other week, so “even if 
we couldn’t provide work for them, 
we could at least feed them and 
their families, and check in on how 
they were doing.”  

Throughout, Kim and the Fox 
leadership team were leading the 
company through the most diffi-
cult financial and cash flow chal-
lenges the company had ever faced. They 
learned how to do contact tracing and secure 
COVID-19 testing capabilities. In March, 
they ran a two-day COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic for Fox employees, their families and 
the employees of smaller, independent res-
taurants that didn’t otherwise have access 
to vaccines so early.  

“I get asked all the time,” Kim said, “‘Why 
does somebody who worked in politics go 
into the restaurant business?’” In her view, 
the two worlds have a lot in common. “If 
you ask anyone who works in politics who 
on the support team is the most important, 
everyone will say it’s the constituent services 
team. That love of interacting and serving the 
public is the same in both fields.”

Kim gained her public-sector experi-
ence working with Janet Napolitano ’83, 
the former Arizona governor and secretary 
of homeland security, but their relationship 

first blossomed as a friendship. She met Na-
politano, then the newly appointed U.S. attor-
ney for the District of Arizona, the summer 
after her first year in law school. A mutual 
friend invited Kim and Napolitano to lunch. 
They talked much longer than expected.

“Janet was sharp, geeky and so funny that 
we hardly noticed that our table was the only 
one left [occupied] in the dining room,” Kim 
recalled. “It just goes to show how many 
doors are opened by luck in one’s life.” 

One other piece of “luck” Kim cited from 
her years at UVA was when two classmates, 
Peter Vincent and Lily Garcia-Walton, set her 
up on a blind date with another classmate, 
Gary Restaino, whom she later married. 
Restaino is now a prosecutor in the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the District of Arizona.

After graduation, Kim joined Quarles 
& Brady in Phoenix and began what she 
thought would be a career in private prac-

tice in corporate law. In 2003, 
however, shortly after Napolitano 
was elected Arizona’s governor, 
she brought Kim in to work on a 
statewide tax reform project. Once 
the project was completed, Kim 
returned to Quarles and made 
partner, but in 2008, Napolitano 
called her back to be the gover-
nor’s general counsel. Several 
months later, when President 
Barack Obama named Napolitano 
to lead the Department of Home-
land Security, Kim went with her 
to Washington, serving as deputy 
general counsel. 

UVA connections ran strong in 
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity. To pick just two examples 
at the time, then-Professor David 
Martin took a leave of absence to 
become the department’s princi-
pal deputy counsel while Vincent, 
Kim’s classmate, at her urging, 
became the principal legal advisor 
for U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.

Martin recalled Kim as “a wonderful 
colleague” who stepped up to help work 
on the department’s response following an 
unsuccessful attempt by the so-called “un-
derwear bomber” to destroy a Northwest 
Airlines flight on Christmas in 2009. Kim 
was later part of a team that worked on the 
Obama administration’s Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, of which she 
is particularly proud.

Kim returned to Quarles for a third time 
in 2012, but less than two years later the 
founder of Fox Restaurant Concepts offered 
her a job in-house. She has been there since 
2014. 

“This is the most fun I have had in any 
job,” she enthused. “It’s great serving your 
country, but it is a lot of fun to be doing new 
menu tastings as part of your workday.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

❱ Fall and winter 
fare from The 
Henry, one of 

Fox Restaurant 
Concepts’ 
emerging 

chains.



CLASS NOTES

    Spring 2021   |   UVA LAW YER          5958           UVA LAW YER   |   Fall 2021

ClassNotes

RO
BE

RT
 L

LE
W

EL
LY

N

a Political Junkie and Closet Economist.” 
Following law school, Davis joined New 

York-based Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom just as the Great Recession struck. He 
participated in Skadden’s deferral program 
and joined SPE Capital Partners, based out 
of the firm’s Tunisia office. “This recession 
has thrown me a curveball, but this could be 
a unique learning opportunity,” he recalled 
thinking. 

Davis never returned to the practice of 
law but instead earned an MBA from the 
University of Chicago and has worked in 
private equity and investment banking ever 
since. Along the way, he learned French 
and Portuguese and lived in some “fun” 
yet different places, including Addis Ababa, 
Dubai, Houston, Maputo and New York. 

At Houlihan Lokey, one of Davis’ areas of 
focus is what his firm calls “special situations.” 
He explained them using this analogy:

“There are a lot of vanilla deals that many 
banks can do. On the 
other side, there are 
these complex ‘hairy’ 
situations where there 
are companies people 
struggle to fund. Maybe 
investors don’t like the 

structure, or they don’t like the jurisdiction. 
We come in, open the refrigerator and say, 
‘You have 10 ingredients here, what can we 
make out of this?’ We then put something 
together that the client can take out to the 
restaurant table to sell, and someone is 
willing to pay for it. We like those situa-
tions.”

Davis brought it all back to lessons he 
learned in Charlottesville. “The thing you 
learn in law school is how to navigate the 
unknown, right? Take information, digest 
it, understand it and make a decision.” 

He and his wife dedicate their philan-
thropy, which includes serving on boards, 
to education and other causes that create 
economic opportunity.

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Kurt Davis ’09
  

THERE ARE WORSE PLACES TO BE LOCKED DOWN DURING THE PANDEMIC THAN DUBAI, THE FREE-

WHEELING CITY IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES THAT KURT DAVIS ’09 LIKENS TO “LOS ANGELES AND 

LAS VEGAS WITH MORE LUXURY.”

Davis, an investment banker with Houlihan Lokey, has been based in Dubai since 2017 
and has mostly found himself there since COVID-19 began restricting travel last year. 

As life begins to move toward normal, Davis hopes to get back on the road again. He 
travels—a lot—across Europe, the Middle East and Africa, with an occasional excursion 
to Asia thrown in. Recalling the weeks before the government-imposed lockdown, Davis 
said he traveled on business to Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Oman, South Africa and 
Great Britain—and possibly stopped in Lesotho. (Who forgets a visit to Lesotho?) In all, 
Davis estimated that he has been to about 120 countries.

To call him a lifelong learner would be an understatement. Davis announced his intention 
at age 5 to go to law school (and his intention to be president). After earning his undergraduate 
degree at UVA in 2006, he went straight to law school, where he was executive editor of 
the Virginia Tax Review, senior financial editor of the Virginia Law & Business Review, 
and a columnist for the Virginia Law Weekly. He took time during his third year to cram 
in a quick course on French private and public law at the Université Panthéon Assas in 
Paris (which proved helpful while later living in Tunisia and for covering francophone 
Africa). He currently writes a blog “for my own entertainment” called “The Musings of 

INVESTMENT 
BANKER 
DELIVERS DEALS 
AROUND 
THE WORLD

Navigating
the 
Unknown  

Navigating  
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alumni@law.virginia.edu
 if you would like to help 
collect class notes from 

your class.

1952
The York County 
(Pa.) Bar Associa-
tion featured a piece 
by HARRY L. MCNEAL in 
the April York Legal 
Record as part of an 
effort that asks senior 
members to share their 
perspectives on the 
state of the practice of 
law, involvement in the 
bar association, and 
their lives and careers. 
The Legal Record 
wrote of McNeal, “At 
nearly 95 years of age, 
Harry has a lot of life 
lessons and musings 
to share, but we are 
capping him at 1100 
words!”

1957
JANET R. DUGAN is playing 
duplicate bridge online 
weekly with JANET LAUCK 

BLAKEMAN, and they 
invite their classmates 
to join them. 

GEORGE W. GOWEN died 
peacefully at home, 
surrounded by family, 
in New York City on 
March 14. 

Born in Livorno, 
Italy, in 1929 to an 
American father and 
British mother, Gowen 
lived in London; Phil-
adelphia; Washing-
ton, D.C.; Princeton, 
N.J.; and Charlottes-
ville. After graduating 
from the Law School, 
he resided in New York 
City, where he was a 
partner at Dunning-
ton Bartholow & Miller 
until last year, as well 
as a principal at Fryer, 
Ross & Gowen for seven 
years.

After graduating 
from Princeton Uni-
versity, Gowen served 
in the U.S. Army, then 
joined the U.S. Forest 
Service in Oregon 
during the summer of 
1953. While acting as 
a lookout in Wallowa 
National Forest, he was 
dispatched to his first 
fire in Hells Canyon, 
where he saw smoke-
jumpers in action. The 
next summer he was 

stationed in Missoula, 
Mont., as a smoke-
jumper. 

After law school, 
where he met many 
of his closest friends, 
Gowen visited Char-
lottesville annually for 
the rest of his life and 
always cherished the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. 
His daughters and one 
grandchild also at-
tended UVA, and he 
was a loyal and dedi-
cated UVA sports fan, 
cheering the basketball 
team until a few days 
before he died.

In 1959, he married 
Marcia Fennelly, who 
predeceased him. 
He began to spend 
summers, weekends 
and many holidays in 
East Hampton, N.Y., 
where he enjoyed ocean 
swims with his wife, 
children, grandchildren 
and friends through 
age 90. 

Gowen helped 
found and incorporate 
the Voltaire Society 
of America in 1996, 
and in 2001, as chair-
man, he wrote and 
helped produce a doc-
umentary titled “Vol-
taire & Jefferson: The 
Sage of Ferney & The 
Man from Monticello,” 
which aired on PBS. 

For decades, Gowen 
was counsel to sports 
organizations. He 
started his long rela-
tionship with the U.S. 
Tennis Association in 
1968 and, one year later, 
was appointed counsel. 
Over the course of 40 
years in that role, he 
advised and counseled 
18 presidents. Among 
other achievements, 
he was instrumen-
tal in building the Na-
tional Tennis Center 
and moving the U.S. 
Open from Forest Hill’s 
West Side Tennis Club 
in 1978.

In addition, he 
helped to reintroduce 
tennis into the Olympic 
Games in 1988 and 
change many rules such 
as the tie-break, no-ad 
scoring and pro sets. 
Gowen was inducted 
into the Eastern Tennis 
Hall of Fame in 2006. 
He was counsel to the 
U.S. Olympic Commit-

tee, as well as a member 
of the International 
Court of Arbitrations 
for Sports from 2000-
2011. He attended 12 
Olympics. 

He also chaired 
environmental and 
humane organiza-
tions. He was one of the 
longest-serving board 
members of Christo-
dora, a not-for-profit 
founded in 1897 to 
provide environmen-
tal education, access to 
nature and leadership 
training to underserved 
New York City public 
school children. He 
joined the board in the 
late 1970s and served 
until his death. 

In 1994, he was 
asked to join an Ex-
plorers Club Flag Trip, 
which became the first 
private, single-sea-
son transverse of the 
Northwest Passage, 
an Arctic experience 
that helped open the 
world’s eyes to climate 
change. After 16 years 
of involvement with 
the Explorers Club, in 
2020 he was honored 
as a Sweeney Medalist, 
having previously re-
ceived the President’s 
Award. 

In 1970 he was ap-
pointed to the Ameri-
can Delegation to the 
U.N. Human Rights 
Commission. During 
the 25th anniversary 
year of the U.N. he com-
mented, “Let us all re-
dedicate ourselves to 
answering the cries of 
humanity throughout 
the world.”

He authored two 
books: “A Willingness 
of Heart: Volunteerism 
and the Not-For-Profit 
Organization in the 
American Society” 
and the memoir “Talk 
of Many Things: 
Law, Sports, Politics, 
Nature.”

Gowen’s legal prac-
tice, varied interests and 
volunteer service took 
him around the world. 
When asked what he 
loved most in life, he 
said, “What I do savor 
with pride and affection: 
my wife and home, our 
children, their husbands 
and the grandchildren. 
After these all else is 
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IN MEMORIAM: JOHN W. WARNER ’53, 
5-TERM U.S. SENATOR FROM VIRGINIA
 
JOHN W. WARNER, a 1953 Law School graduate who served five terms in the U.S. Senate, died May 25. He was 94.

A Republican known for his appeal to moderates and for working across the aisle, Warner held the second-
longest tenure of any Virginia senator.

He was a veteran of both World War II and the Korean War—experiences that shaped his career. Among 
his many roles, Warner served as secretary of the Navy, chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
and director of the U.S. Bicentennial celebration. In 2014, a nuclear-powered submarine was named in his 
honor, the USS John Warner.

Politicians of both parties grieved Warner’s loss, including prominent Democrats.
“John Warner was a consummate statesman and a public servant who always put Virginia before politics; 

who put the nation’s security before partisanship; who put the country’s needs above his own,” said Sen. 
Mark Warner (no relation), a former political opponent who now holds the seat he occupied.

Warner retired from the Senate in 2009, not long after participating in an extensive interview for UVA 
Lawyer magazine. In the article, Warner said his first year of Law School was “one of the most enlightening 
years” of his life. Up to that point, he had left school at 17 in January 1945 to enlist in the Navy in the waning 
months of World War II. He graduated from Washington and Lee University in 1949. While Warner was in 
the Law School, the Korean War began and he decided to reenlist, this time in the Marine Corps.

After serving as a ground officer with the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, he returned from active duty to 
resume his studies.

“It was a bit of a challenge to get my mind oriented toward the life of a student after having served in Korea,” 
Warner said for the spring 2007 issue of the alumni magazine. “Had it not been for the faculty’s warmth and 
interest in me, particularly Dean [F.D.G.] RIBBLE [1921], I wouldn’t be here as a senator today.”

Warner attributed some of his success to his professors, including Leslie Buckler, Charles Gregory and 
future Dean HARDY CROSS DILLARD ’27. “They were a tremendous force upon my life and recognized that I 
needed a little more inducement and support to buckle down.”

Ribble helped Warner land an interview with Judge E. Barrett Prettyman on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia. (Prettyman’s son was classmate E. BARRETT PRETTYMAN JR. ’53.)

“I spent six or eight weeks memorizing every opinion he’d written in the nine years he’d been on the 
bench,” he said for the UVA Lawyer interview. “When we met, I said to him, ‘If I can’t answer any question 
about any opinion that you’ve ever written, chuck me out.’”

Warner got the job.
After the clerkship, in 1956, Warner served as an assistant U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia, in the 

trial and appellate divisions. He married banking heiress Catherine Conover Mellon in 1957, and they had 
three children: Virginia, JOHN W. (a 1986 UVA graduate) and Mary. He joined the law firm Hogan & Hartson 
in 1960, making partner in 1964, but left the firm in 1969 to assist Richard Nixon’s presidential campaign.

“It was my introduction to politics,” Warner told UVA 
Lawyer. “Nixon was looking for people who had the 
right talents. They wanted me to be an advance man, the 
individual who accompanies the candidate out into the 
state and looks after all the details of putting together 
an event. Fascinating job. Best job for a young person 
in politics.”

When Nixon won, Warner was appointed 
undersecretary of the Navy, then secretary in 1972.

He and his wife divorced in 1973. Warner met actress 
Elizabeth Taylor when the British ambassador asked 
Warner to escort Taylor to an embassy party for Queen 
Elizabeth II’s visit, as part of the bicentennial events 
of 1976. The couple married that December (and later 
divorced, in 1982).

Warner won his first Senate election in 1978. His 
significant legislation included being a co-sponsor of 
America’s Climate Security Act of 2007, which proposed 
a market-based “cap and trade” approach to dealing with 
the greenhouse gas emissions associated with climate 
change. He was also an important voice in deterring 
future torture and abuse in the war on terror, arguing 
that violations of the Geneva Conventions by the U.S. can 
only harm American prisoners in the future.

In addition to serving on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, he served on the Environment and Public Works 
Committee; the Senate Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions; and the Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence.

Even before he entered elected office, Warner was 
focused on protecting the nation and its military through 
law and policy. His signature accomplishment as U.S. 
secretary of the Navy was executing the U.S.-Soviet Inci-
dents at Sea agreement. The 1972 pact forged by Warner 
and his counterpart, Soviet Navy Commander-in-Chief 
Fleet Admiral Sergey Gorshkov, instituted provisions to 
avoid unintended naval engagements between the two 
superpowers—and to avoid escalation in the instance 
of encounter.

In 2008, Warner won the Thomas Jefferson Medal 
for Citizen Leadership.

In 2009, he auctioned off some of the items he collected 
from public life and donated the proceeds to a Law School 
scholarship fund.

“Sen. John Warner was a successful politician, but he 
was much more than that. He was a true public servant,” 
said Professor JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73, who served as dean of 
the Law School from 2001-08. “He always put his coun-
try first. All Virginians—indeed all Americans—should 
mourn his passing.”

Warner donated his official papers to the UVA Library, 
which were first made available in 2017.

Warner finished out his legal career at his original law 
firm—today called Hogan Lovells—as senior counsel. 
CEO Emeritus J. WARREN GORRELL JR. ’79 said Warner was 
a model for how to care about and serve others. 

“I loved the man,” Gorrell said. “He was a role model, 
mentor, a friend and a partner to so many. His grace, 
dignity and compassion were extraordinary. You knew 
when you were with him that you were in the presence of 
greatness—of someone who genuinely cared about other 
people. He defined service, and we all should be extremely 
grateful for his service to Virginia and our country. I sure 
feel that way about him for our firm.”

According to Warner’s longtime chief of staff, he died 
of heart failure at home with family members, including 
his wife, Jeanne Vander Myde.

—Eric Williamson
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from Liz Cheney’s sister, 
Mary. In law school 
he introduced me to 
bullshots (bouillon and 
vodka). I hope to stir up 
a few more memories 
with him. You can stir 
him up at grogersh@
msn.com.

The list of classmates 
gives DOUG MACKALL’S 
Fairfax address, but he 
royally entertained us 
at the 2018 reunion in 
a condo overlooking 
Farmington Country 
Club. I forgot exactly 
where, so I asked; he re-
sponded: “If any class-
mates are in Charlot-
tesville, please call me … 
and have a drink, no two 
or more drinks ….”

BILL SHANDS felt this 
message so important he 
sent it IN CAPS to each 
of my three addresses:

“And for the record, 
after finals and before 
law school gradua-
tion, I married Lynneth 
(who has put up with 
me some 63 years, and 
we are the parents of 
two children who have 
presented us with six 
grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren). I 
first joined a local law 
firm where I spent three 
years. Then I joined the 
legal staff of the Life 
Insurance Company of 
Virginia, where I spent 
27 years, ending up as 
senior vice president 
and general counsel. 
During that time my 
company went through 
five changes of owner-
ship (and I reported to 
three different presi-
dents). After the last 
one, the president of the 
newest owner decided I 
needed a change. I was 
happy to agree and left 
the company and joined 
another local law firm as 
counsel. Spent 10 years 
there until deciding to 
retire. We now live in 
a senior living ‘resort’ 
outside of Richmond.”

GERRY SIGAL was born 
in Bethlehem, Pa., and 
attended Moravian 
Academy and Lafay-
ette, where he knew a 
slew of my cousins. So 
we became friends in 
law school and visited 

each other in Pennsyl-
vania. We were moot 
court partners. The case 
everyone argued was an 
appeal from a New York 
court. Gerry went to the 
court, pulled transcripts 
and peppered our brief 
with facts not appearing 
in the opinion all others 
argued from. The judges 
were not impressed, 
and we lost in the first 
round. He started prac-
tice in New York but 
moved to Reading, Berks 
County, from 1966 to 
2008, where he served a 
term as associate county 
solicitor. Active in many 
civic causes, he was a 
founder of Tri-County 
Legal Services, which 
now serves 18 coun-
ties in Pennsylvania. 
He served on boards of 
the Reading Regional 
Airport Authority and 
Berks County Munici-
pal Authority. He was 
president of the Reading 
Public Library and their 
foundation. He was 
treasurer of the Reform 
Congregation Oheb 
Sholom. He retired to 
Ocracoke Island, N.C., 
where he chaired the 
Ocracoke Board of Ad-
justment and repre-
sented Ocracoke on the 
regional library board. 
We spoke by phone 
when my daughter and 
son were accepted at 
UVA (she graduated 
from UVA, son from the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia), but he one-upped 
me: his two sons won 
Jefferson Scholarships 
(full ride), then gradu-
ated from UVA. Like Mr. 
J, he died on the fourth 
of July (2010).

TOM SNYDER was a quiet 
guy who the Barrister 
says graduated from 
UVA College in ’56, 
but was in our class, 
made Phi Delta Phi and 
worked on the Libel 
Show, where I got to 
know him. After law 
school he practiced in 
Pittsburgh. He was a 
50-year member of the 
Allegheny County Bar 
Association. I ran across 
him at a bar event, and 
we corresponded on a 
matter I had out there. 
He was a partner in 
Ruffin Hazlett Snyder 

Brown & Stabile, and 
later Eckert Seamans 
Cherin & Mellott, con-
centrating on indus-
trial, economic, and 
real estate develop-
ment and municipal 
law. He was solicitor for 
Indiana Township. A 
lifelong “Chautauquan,” 
he enjoyed summers 
of golf, concerts and 
lectures in Chautau-
qua, N.Y. He died Oct. 
4, 2011, survived by his 
wife, Margaret, and a 
son, granddaughters and 
stepchildren.

Another quiet guy was 
DICK SWARTLING, who 
spent almost all his life 
in New Martinsville, 
W.Va. He was 10 days 
younger than me. After 
Yale, he joined our class, 
and practiced in his 
hometown before re-
tiring to spend his last 
10 years in Venice, Fla. 
He died April 6, 2006, 
survived by a daugh-
ter, two sons and seven 
grandchildren.

KARL VELDE and his wife, 
Sandra, are now “out 
and about,” as they at-
tended the commission-
ing ceremony of Nan-
tucket Yacht Club for 
their first large party 
since March of 2020.

Another Florida 
transplant from a 
frigid climate was 
HOWARD WHITAKER, 
who graduated from 
Needham (Mass.) High 
School in 1948, and 
got a degree in English 
from Dartmouth in 
1952. He then joined 
the armed forces, 
becoming an officer and 
a translator of Russian. 
After Law Review and 
Libel Show came the 
Big Apple: working 
on public finance 
with Mitchell, Petty, 
Shetterly & Mitchel, 
where he moved the 
firm to the forefront and 
its evolution to Brown 
& Wood. He helped 
establish its office in 
San Francisco, but a yen 
took him, from 1988 to 
1998, to a partnership 
at the Miami firm of 
Greenberg Traurig. 
He was hardly 
happier than during 

his service to Dade 
County as assistant 
county attorney. He 
vowed to work “as long 
as they will let me,” 
and work he did on 
many public finance 
projects, creating parks, 
hospitals, municipal 
buildings, universities, 
bridges and airports. 
As he injected wry 
humor into the Libel 
Show, he would draw 
cartoons that injected 
levity to explain 
finance projects. He 
was married twice, 
producing a son and 
daughter with his first 
wife, who predeceased 
him. He died Aug. 13, 
2004, survived by his 
second wife and her 
children. He was an 
avid golfer and one of 
most respected public 
finance lawyers in the 
country.

HENRY WILLIAMS consoled 
me on my class secretary 
job: he did eight years as 
secretary of Dartmouth, 
Class of ’52, saying: “I 
would’ve stayed but the 
leaders wanted more 
dignity. I was running 
out of supplies anyway.” 
His summer address is 
a boat named Walter 
Mitty, which he sails 
and races on the Great 
Lakes and elsewhere. 
“She (the boat) is a Ca-
nadian built sloop with 
many miles beneath 
the keel.” He invited 
me to “take a spin” with 
him. He sent his Great 
Lakes Cruising Club 
card, which listed him 
as “Port Captain, Roch-
ester, N.Y.” Henry has 
a new wife, Barbara 
Dimmick, from Beth-
lehem, Pa., who helps 
him correspond at 
bdimmick@rochester.
rr.com. He has retired 
finally from practic-
ing law, though he 
gives advice at cocktail 
parties. His old contact 
info is obsolete except 
for his home address. 

Finally: Ellen C. Walker, 
director of Alumni 
Relations with the Law 
School Foundation, 
explained why I—
and maybe you—were 
unable to join virtual 
sessions at the UVA 

Law Alumni Virtual 
Reunions Weekend this 
spring: Those using the 
Safari browser could 
not do so, as it blocked 
the pop-up that opened 
the Zoom sessions.

Thanks for your help! 
More, please!  

—LARRY GRIM, 
(215) 896-1120

jlawrencegrimjr@
gmail.com

1959
RICHARD E. DIXON of 
Clifton, Va., died July 
12. Dixon served his 
country in the U.S. 
Marine Corps and was 
a graduate of Duke Uni-
versity and the Law 
School. He practiced law 
in Northern Virginia for 
many years, beginning 
in Arlington, and was 
a principal in several 
Fairfax firms: Dixon & 
Horan, Dixon & Smith, 
and, finally, managing 
partner of Dixon, Smith 
& Stahl. Dixon was a 
founding member of the 
construction law and 
public contracts section 
of the Virginia State Bar 
and served as its first 
chairman, beginning in 
1979. He was a frequent 
speaker at continuing 
legal education pro-
grams, published nu-
merous articles on con-
struction law and was 
a published author on 
American history. After 
retirement from active 
practice, Dixon also 
served as an arbitra-
tor of commercial and 
construction disputes 
and as president of the 
Thomas Jefferson Heri-
tage Society. His firm 
reports he was well-
respected by his friends, 
colleagues and clients. 
Dixon is survived by 
his wife, Trudy, and 
four children and nine 
grandchildren.

1960
ROBERT S. BERSCH retired 
at the age of 85, after 60 
years of practice, at the 
end of 2020. 

A former Virginia 
attorney general who 
reformed the office, 
ANDREW P. MILLER, 88, 
died in his Wash-
ington, D.C., home 
July 2. Miller was born 
in Fairfax, Va., the son 
of Francis Pickens and 
Helen (Hill) Miller.

Miller attended St. 
Albans School, gradu-
ated from Deerfield 
Academy in 1950, grad-
uated from Princeton 
University in 1954 and 
then served as a U.S. 
Army lieutenant in 
the artillery division 
during the Korean War, 
from 1955-57. After the 
war, he enrolled at the 
Law School, where he 
served as editor-in-
chief of the Virginia 
Law Review, graduated 
first in his class and was 
inducted as a member 
of the Order of the Coif.

After graduating, 
Miller practiced with 
Penn, Stuart & Stuart, 
and later Penn, Stuart & 
Miller in Abingdon, Va. 
In 1969, he was elected 
as Virginia’s attorney 
general and served 
from 1970-77. He re-
ceived 71% of the vote 
when reelected in 1973, 
which remains the most 
of any candidate for the 
state’s three top offices 
in the modern era.

Miller created a 
modern attorney gen-
eral’s office model that 
his successors have 
followed and built 
upon, according to 
The Roanoke Times. 
“Before Miller, state 
agencies in need of legal 
counsel hired outside 
law firms. Miller in-
sisted they be repre-
sented by state lawyers, 
which increased his 
office’s budget but he 
argued saved the state 
money overall.”

He also oversaw 
other changes in his 
office that were consid-
ered progressive for the 
time period.

“His merit-based 
hiring practices created 
diversity when most at-
torneys general offices 
were staffed primar-
ily by white males,” his 
obituary states. 

In 1976, he was 
awarded the Wyman 

footnotes.” He is sur-
vived by two daughters, 
four grandchildren and 
a brother.

1958
BY LARRY GRIM

CLASS SECRETARY
jlawrencegrimjr@
gmail.com

TED TORRANCE, flesh frail, 
Thor of thoughts, and 
his long-suffering wife, 
Connie, not only sent 
their picture for this 
missive, they did not 
rule out joining JJ and 
BEN PHIPPS and my lady, 
Kathy O’Dea, and me for 
a vacation in St. Peters-
burg, Fla., Oct. 31-Nov. 3. 
HOBART MCWHORTER and 
his wife, Ellen, expressed 
frisky urges to attend. 

So, don’t cry for me! 
This gig is fun! I’ve 
chatted with the lost 
and presumed dead, and 
read of dead who were 
awesome of deed. 

GEORGE ALDHIZER, after 
graduating from the 
University of Rich-
mond in 1953, spent his 
next two years as a U.S. 
field secretary for his 
beloved fraternity, Phi 
Gamma Delta, calling 
on chapters and inspir-
ing improvement. An 
early challenge was the 
UVA chapter—where I 
had just become trea-
surer and vice presi-
dent. Although the Fiji 
Island parties were the 
best on the Grounds, 
expenses exceeded 
income greatly, no mort-
gage payments had been 
made for years, fourth-
year students were half 
the house and the dues 
were to be decreased 
50%. George coun-
seled fund-raising and 
rushing. After visits, 
hat out, we got coin 
from dignitary alums 
Colgate Darden, BARRON 

F. BLACK 1920, ARMISTEAD 

DOBIE 1904 and others, 
and we rushed and 

doubled dues-payers—
all thanks to George! 
“Rags to Riches,” I wrote 
in the Phi Gam mag! 

I was delighted to 
see him in our enter-
ing law class. He went 
on to Omicron Delta 
Kappa, the Student Ad-
visory Council and Moot 
Court, and became dean 
of Delta Theta Phi. He 
went on to Wharton 
and Aldhizer & Weaver 
as a business and estate 
lawyer, and he served 
on the Rockingham Na-
tional Bank board, sur-
viving mergers to make 
it to the Wachovia Bank 
board. This is a big 
deal, I say, as my Bucks 
County bank mergers 
left me behind when 
Wachovia gobbled. 

He also served as 
Rockingham County at-
torney. He provided pro 
bono service to various 
veterans and charita-
ble organizations. He 
raised Angus cattle on 
his Harrisonburg farm 
and was a president of 
the Virginia Angus As-
sociation. George died 
Sept. 19, 2015, prede-
ceased by his wife Lo 
Byerly, but survived by 
a son, two daughters 
and seven grandchil-
dren. He was loyal to 
Phi Gamma Delta to the 
end, serving the national 
organization in various 
high capacities. He was 
a true Virginia Gentle-
man! Other confessed 
Phi Gams in our class: 
DAVE HOBSON, STEVE LAING, 
FRED PFIRRMANN, SAM 

TAYLOR, LOWELL WEICKER 

and HOWARD WHITAKER. 
Any other fraternity 
beat eight members in 
our class?

BILL BUNTING, a suite mate 
in law dorms, is still 
practicing law at 245 
Nassau St., Princeton, 
N.J., in the same office 
where our Perkasie, Pa., 
law firm leased from 
him a room or two to 
try to start a Prince-
ton branch office. That 
venture failed quickly, 
but it was fun to meet 
with Bill and chat by 
phone. Later, I needed 
his help to remove a 
lawyer as executor of a 
N.J. estate for nonfea-
sance and replace him 

with his brother. The 
brothers were my first 
cousins. Bill handled the 
matter and settled the 
estate swiftly and well. 

Bill told me in a most 
pleasant phone con-
versation that he is a 
COVID survivor, after 
a month of misery. The 
pretty Canadian bride 
he showed off at our 
2018 class reunion is still 
with him. His celebrity 
client Svetlana Stalin, 
Joseph’s only daughter—
a very sad person, he 
says, who was back and 
forth between London 
and Princeton—is now 
dead [as of 2011]. Bill 
was a trial judge for 
many years, has “lots 
of money and reads the 
Wall Street Journal.”

DAVID CARTER says: “All’s 
quiet on the English 
front but will be in touch 
should that change.”

The lovely Lutheran 
minister had finished a 
fine graveside service 
for my departed cousin, 
and I had just com-
mended her for it when 
my phone rang. I apol-
ogized and scurried a 
dozen yards away and 
perched on a tombstone 
to take a call from the 
Honorable JOHN EDWARD 

CLARKSON, who wanted 
to thank me for encour-
aging our classmates to 
consider a rendezvous.

He suggested that I 
visit him in Ponte Vedra, 
Fla., where he loves re-
tirement, because I’d 
expressed a desire to 
see a bit of Florida as 
COVID travel worries 
lessen. John was always 
a leader, as a DKE 
(Delta Kappa Epsilon) 
from Virginia Beach in 
college, to chairman of 
our second-year class. 
He was also on the UVA 
Student Council (1956), 
Law Weekly, Student 
Legal Forum, etc., and 
went on to become a 
judge in Virginia. Always 
the Virginia gentleman. I 
hope to take up his offer 
as I have kin nearby.

LEN COOPER, 93, confines 
exercise to walking now 
but was a track letter-
man in high school and 
at Rutgers, where he ran 

in the Penn Relays and 
anchored the victori-
ous 4-x-400 relay team. 
Vickie, his wife, gets 
his support for her vol-
unteering at Day’s End 
Farm Horse Rescue in 
Lisbon, Md. She sent a 
heartwarming YouTube 
video of the saving of 
Ziporah, a horse near 
death being brought 
back to zestful life.

BOB DORSEY reports: 
“health fine, except 
old and fragile. I recall 
taking my meals the first 
year in the same house 
as the Brokaws. They 
enjoyed teaching me my 
social deficiencies.”

PHIL ELLIOTT sent 
a long, cheery email 
too late for the spring 
Class Notes, saying his 
“inner Peter Pan has not 
grown up.” He entered 
UVA Law’s Class of 
’54, ran out of money 
during his first year and 
joined the Navy. Three 
days after complet-
ing Officer Candidate 
School, he married his 
Roanoke College sweet-
heart, Joyce Orr. Their 
only child, Kathleen, 
was born at Bethesda 
Naval Hospital, and 
in 1956 Phil reentered 
law school in our class. 
He passed the Virginia 
and Florida bar exams; 
worked at Parkinson & 
Sessions, a two-partner 
firm, then spent three 
years as a bank trust 
officer. He then opened 
his own firm, enlarged 
to four partners; rented 
office space to his good 
friend and classmate, 
BILL JOHNSON; and served 
as Daytona Beach City 
prosecutor, judge of 
Volusia County Small 
Claims Court, president 
of the Florida Associa-
tion of Small Claims 
Judges and as attor-
ney for Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University 
for more than 30 years. 
With a small group of 
partners, he developed 
condominiums, ac-
quiring nearly a mile of 
oceanfront-riverfront 
land later sold to the 
state as a park. He still 
has a limited law prac-
tice, mainly trusts and 
estates. He lost his wife 

in 2009, but his daugh-
ter lives just a mile from 
his oceanfront home. 
Mottos: “Don’t Worry, 
Be Happy” and “Cheer 
Up, We’ll All Be Dead 
Soon.” At our age, the 
second is not so funny!

MARTIN FLANAGAN sends 
sad news of the passing 
of his wife of 66 years, 
Mary deSaussure Fla-
nagan, at home in West 
Palm Beach, Fla. A 
member of the Hugue-
not Society of South 
Carolina, she descended 
from Henry Wm de-
Saussure, appointed by 
President George Wash-
ington as the second di-
rector of the U.S. Mint; 
he sponsored legisla-
tion leading to found-
ing of the University 
of South Carolina. She 
married Martin shortly 
after graduating from 
Furman University. 
Then, she earned her 
“Ph T” from the Law 
School. (I did not rec-
ognize and could not 
find “Ph T,” so I asked 
Martin. He replied: “Ob-
viously as a bachelor, in 
Law School, I wouldn’t 
know law wives’ speak; 
it’s: “Putting hubby 
Through.” In gratitude, 
he gave her a silver cup 
with that engraved upon 
it.) She is survived by 
Martin, four children, 
eight grandchildren and 
three great-grandchil-
dren. She and Martin 
loved to travel, often 
doing home exchanges 
a month at a time in 
Ireland, England, 
France, Germany, 
Austria and elsewhere.

I remember OSCAR 

GOTTSCHO as having a 
serious intensity even 
working on the Libel 
Show. Born in Munich, 
Germany, he came to 
the U.S. in 1938, and his 
family settled in D.C., 
where he went to the 
famed Sidwell Friends 
School. He then at-
tended Harvard, after 
which he was commis-
sioned an officer in the 
Army and served in 
Germany as commander 
of a battalion responsi-
ble for a 289 mm gun. In 
our class he focused on 
tax and then clerked for 

Judge J. Gregory Bruce 
of the U.S. Tax Court. 
He served in the Office 
of Tax Counsel at the 
Treasury Department 
and was vice president-
tax counsel at Bankers 
Trust in New York City. 
A passionate environ-
mentalist, Oscar served 
as trustee of the Associa-
tion for Protection of Ad-
irondacks and the Upper 
Raritan Watershed Asso-
ciation. He belonged to 
several clubs, including 
Metropolitan in D.C. and 
Somerset Hills Country 
Club. He married Mar-
garet Farrelly, who pre-
deceased him. He died 
Sept. 23, 2014, survived 
by four children.

It’s always fun to chat 
with BILL GRIESAR, and 
this time I could offer 
him a Zoom program on 
clocks, his hobby, from 
the Philadelphia Club. 
He said he liked it. (His 
email is billclock@aol.
com.) 

On the list of our class-
mates, GEORGE HARRIS’ 
name appeared with 
no contact info. Fortu-
nately, a list from the 
2018 reunion had a 
phone number. I called, 
and Suzanne, his wife 
of more than 50 years, 
answered sweetly and 
fetched my golf partner 
in a series of home ’n 
away matches after Law 
School graduation. He 
was his old droll self. 
At least four decades 
had passed since our 
last talk, but we picked 
up as if the interval was 
two weeks. He practiced 
with a law firm for many 
years in New Jersey but 
was lured to Arizona 
to help a friend set up 
Pharos Foundation. The 
friend died suddenly, 
and George became 
chairman and runs the 
$47 million scholarship-
granting fund. Google 
“Pharos leadership” and 
you’ll be surprised at the 
dazzling career George 
had! We bragged about 
our successful kids and 
our multiple dwellings. 
In addition to building a 
house in Paradise Valley, 
Ariz., he has a house in 
Wilson (Jackson Hole), 
Wyo., across the street 
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Memorial Award, 
given to an “Outstand-
ing American Attor-
ney General.” Miller 
resigned as attorney 
general in January 1977 
to run for governor. Un-
successful in his bid, he 
practiced law in Rich-
mond with Mays, Val-
entine, Davenport & 
Moore. 

After running for the 
U.S. Senate in 1978 and 
losing to JOHN WARNER ’53, 
he left Richmond and 
embarked upon a prac-
tice in Washington, 
D.C., representing major 
energy companies 
before state attorneys 
general. 

In 1990, Miller 
married Penelope Far-
thing. They raised five 
children. Throughout 
his career, Miller was 
active in the National As-
sociation of Attorneys 
General, the Conference 
of Western Attorneys 
General, the Democratic 
Attorneys General Asso-
ciation, and the Repub-
lican Attorneys General 
Association. Miller was 
selected as chairman of 
the Southern Conference 
of Attorneys General, 
chairman of the NAAG 
Antitrust Committee, 
and a member of the 
NAAG Executive Com-
mittee. He served three 
years as vice chair of the 
Virginia Board of Cor-
rections. He established 
the John Marshall Foun-
dation and was its first 
president. Miller also 
practiced law in Wash-
ington, D.C., with the 
firms Dickstein Shapiro, 
Powell Goldstein, and 
Hunton & Williams. 
“He leaves behind dear 
friends, many of whom 
were comrades in arms 
in legal battles during his 
60+ years of practice,” 
his family states in his 
obituary.

He is survived by 
Julia Thomas and Elise 
Miller, his daughters 
with the late Doris 
Brown. He was pre-
ceded in death by their 
son, Pickens Miller, and 
by his brother, Robert 
Day Miller. He leaves his 
wife of 30 years, Penel-
ope Farthing, and twins 
Winfield and Lucia.

BOBBY SWANSON PAYNE, 87, 
died peacefully at home 
surrounded by family 
on June 15. 

Born in Louisa, Va., 
he attended Thomas 
Jefferson High School 
in Richmond, where he 
graduated valedicto-
rian of his class and was 
ranked 10th nationally 
in junior tennis. He at-
tended the University 
of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill on a tennis 
scholarship. While 
there, he was a member 
of the Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity and 
Navy ROTC. 

After graduating, 
Payne served in the 
Navy as an ensign at 
Fort Campbell Air 
Force Base in Kentucky. 
During his time in the 
service, he had the op-
portunity to play on the 
all-Navy tennis team, 
where he went on to 
win the singles and 
doubles championship 
in Newport, R.I. In the 
summer after his dis-
charge and before enter-
ing the Law School, he 
met Denice, or “Denny,” 
his wife of nearly 63 
years. He became the 
justice of the Phi Alpha 
Delta Law Fraternity 
and passed the Virginia 
bar exam before his 
graduation.

The couple moved 
to Connecticut in 1961, 
where he joined the law 
firm Pinney Hull, which 
eventually became 
Pinney Payne. Payne 
was recognized as one 
of the top real estate at-
torneys in the state for 
over 40 years. He was a 
major contributor to the 
growth of the Danbury 
area, and a mentor to a 
generation of Danbury 
attorneys. He was a 
humble and soft-spoken 
Southern gentleman, 
who was respected by 
all who knew him, ac-
cording to his family.

Payne started as a 
tennis player in Rich-
mond. He played at Byrd 
Park under the coaching 
of Sam Woods. He was a 
nine-time Virginia state 
champion, three-time 
Richmond City Cham-
pion and was inducted 
in the Richmond Tennis 
Hall of Fame. Upon his 

arrival in Connecticut, 
Payne became a golfer 
and was a longtime 
member of Ridgewood 
Country Club. He was 
also a longtime member 
of Fort Lauderdale 
Country Club, where he 
was a perennial partici-
pant in the senior cham-
pionships.

Payne served on 
several boards in the 
area but was particu-
larly proud of being a 
founding board member 
of the Connecticut Golf 
Foundation, which ini-
tiated the First Tee of 
Connecticut.

1962

ALAN A. GREEN, 84, of 
Centerville, Mass., and 
Naples, Fla., died June 
18, after a brief illness. 

Born in Hartford, 
Conn., and raised in 
New Britain, Green at-
tended Fordham Univer-
sity, where he served as 
freshman class treasurer 
and class delegate for 
senate each year, gradu-
ating with a bachelor’s in 
sociology in 1959. 

Green entered the 
Law School and joined 
Phi Delta Phi honors 
fraternity, participated 
in the Libel Show each 
year and became a 
member of the Virginia 
Law Review. He helped 
form a criminal law re-
search organization and 
was editor of the Vir-
ginia Legal Reading 
Guide. After he gradu-
ated, he had many mem-
orable reunions with 
cherished classmates.

Green practiced law 
in New Britain with his 
partner-friend, William 
Mangan Jr. The two 
shared a boat on the 
Connecticut River and 
an appreciation for 
jazz. A lifelong Demo-
crat, Green was engaged 
in local and state poli-
tics. He was campaign 
manager for Arthur 
Powers, first selectman 

of Berlin, and worked 
for Joe Duffy for Senate 
in 1968. He headed the 
Berlin Youth Council 
and was twice elected 
to the Board of Educa-
tion. He was the attor-
ney for St. Paul’s Roman 
Catholic Church, and 
a member of Church 
Council and Knights 
of Columbus. He was 
active in both the New 
Britain Bar Associa-
tion and the Hartford 
County Bar Association. 
He became active in the 
anti-Vietnam war move-
ment and became vice 
chairman of Caucus of 
Connecticut Democrats.

Green later prac-
ticed law in Hyannis, 
Mass. He was an assis-
tant district attorney 
working in the Barn-
stable Courts for seven 
years. He represented 
the townships of Yar-
mouth, Mashpee and 
Sandwich. After a year, 
he formed a partnership 
with Edwin Mycock 
and Bernard Kilroy 
that became known 
as Mycock, Kilroy, 
Green and McLaughlin. 
From his office on the 
corner of East Main and 
School streets, he prac-
ticed general litigation-
oriented law and, for 15 
years, was town council-
member for the town-
ship of Sandwich.

Green was active in 
the Barnstable County 
Bar Association, first as 
secretary and member of 
the Executive Commit-
tee, and then as presi-
dent. He organized and 
led for a number of years 
the Family Law Com-
mittee and its Lawyer 
of the Day program, set 
up for people drawn to 
the probate court but 
unable to afford legal 
representation.

In the fall of 1996, 
Green moved with his 
wife, Sherry, to Mes-
quite, Nev., to manage a 
group of properties for 
his father-in-law, includ-
ing Si Redd’s Oasis Hotel 
Resort Casino and Mes-
quite Vistas Land Devel-
opment Co., which in-
cluded two golf courses, 
a health club, 15 neigh-
borhood subdivisions, 
a commercial shopping 
center and, later, a multi-

plex movie theater. The 
hotel and related prop-
erties were sold in 2001.

In 2004, Green 
bought a second home in 
Naples. In 2008, Green 
and Sherry enjoyed their 
“snowbird” lifestyle 
until Sherry was taken 
by Alzheimer’s in 2015.

Known as “Aldo” to 
many, Green enjoyed 
“La Vita Bella.” Family 
members report he 
had a hearty voice and 
loved loud singing and 
telling jokes. For details 
on private services on 
Cape Cod and, later 
in the year, in Naples, 
contact chipgreen63@
gmail.com.

1965
JAMES P. JONES has taken 
senior status as a U.S. 
District Court judge on 
the 25th anniversary of 
his becoming a federal 
judge. 

H. ANTHONY “TONY” MEDLEY 
was admitted to the In-
ternational Society for 
Philosophical Enquiry, 
which was founded as 
“The Thousand.” ISPE 
is the oldest 99.9% 
society in the world. 
The criterion for admis-
sion is a score on any 
standard psychomet-
ric test of intelligence 
reflecting ability at the 
99.9 percentile.

1967
PAUL R. VERKUIL was the 
subject of a tribute in 
the Yale Journal on 
Regulation in May. As 
former chairman of the 
Administrative Con-
ference of the United 
States, Verkuil is hailed 
as one of the preemi-
nent American regula-
tory scholars. “His un-
flagging dedication to 
public service is a model 
to all those who spend 

time in government at 
any level, and his enor-
mous contributions 
to the administrative 
law field will continue 
to shape regulatory 
policy for generations to 
come,” wrote ACUS Re-
search Director Reeve 
T. Bull.

1968
J. WILLIAM LEWIS pub-
lished his debut novel, 
“The Essence of Nathan 
Biddle,” in June. Lewis 
lives in Alabama and 
serves as executive 
officer of his family’s 
investment company, 
Seaman Capital, and 
related companies.

1969
LELAND C. “LEE” SELBY 
retired after 51 years of 
practice. Selby was of 
counsel with Whitman 
Breed, previously Smith 
& Grant, in Greenwich, 
Conn. Selby is a fellow 
of the American College 
of Trusts and Estates 
Counsel and has served 
on the ethics committee 
and the executive com-
mittee of the Estates and 
Probate Section of the 
Connecticut Bar Asso-
ciation. He served on 
numerous local town 
boards including the 
Greenwich Retirement 
System, United Way of 
Greenwich (of which he 
served as president), the 
Greenwich Foundation 
for Community Gifts 
(of which he served as 
chairman) and the Stam-
ford Center for the Arts.

1970
NEIL MCBRIDE began his 
legal career with Ralph 
Nader in Washington. 
With a grant in 1973 
from the Ford Founda-
tion, he established a 
public interest law firm 
in the Appalachian coal 
fields of East Tennes-
see, Rural Legal Ser-
vices of Tennessee. The 
firm handled environ-
mental litigation and 

assisted economic de-
velopment for a group 
of local citizens’ orga-
nizations. (A case for 
one of its first clients 
ended up before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 
The firm won, 9-0.) In 
1978 that firm became 
a federally funded legal 
services firm, which 
McBride led until 2002. 
Following a consolida-
tion, he became general 
counsel of the Legal 
Aid Society, from which 
he retired in 2014. In 
2010, President Barack 
Obama appointed him 
to the board of direc-
tors of the Tennes-
see Valley Author-
ity. McBride’s wife of 
32 years, Babs Clark, 
died in 2004. They 
had two children. In 
2012, McBride married 
Maureen Dunn, former 
general counsel to the 
TVA. Both are now 
retired and spend their 
time advising nonprof-
its, traveling, and en-
joying children and 
grandchildren. 

VERNON SWARTSEL was 
honored by the Florida 
Bar Association for 50 
years of membership at 
a luncheon in Orlando 
in June.

1971
Classmates RICHARD A. 

CHILDS, KENNETH NEAL 

FINK, PATRICK C. MASSA 
and IVAN H. RICH JR. were 
honored by the Florida 
Bar Association for 50 
years of membership at 
a luncheon in Orlando 
in June.

1972
GEORGE HOUSE was rec-
ognized as a leading 
attorney in environ-
mental law in the 
2021 Chambers USA 
Guide. House practices 
with Brooks Pierce in 
Greensboro, N.C. 

ROLAND VAUGHAN is ob-
serving his 21st year of 
retirement as a federal 

IN MEMORIAM: WILLIAM F. CLINGER JR. ’65,  
9-TERM CONGRESSMAN
Former U.S. Rep. WILLIAM F. “BILL” CLINGER JR. ’65, of 
Naples, Fla., and Chautauqua, N.Y., passed away on 
May 28. 

The Washington Post remembered Clinger, a Re-
publican who represented Pennsylvania’s 5th and 23rd 
districts, as someone who fought to reform unfunded 
mandates—federal requirements on states that weren’t 
backed with federal funding—as chair of the House 

Committee on Government Reform and Oversight.
He wasn’t a fierce partisan by nature. “For much 

of his time in office, the tall, lanky, mild-mannered 
lawmaker forged relationships with many in the 
Democratic majority,” according to the Post. 

However, among the committee’s investigations 
was “Travelgate,” which became a partisan scandal. 
The Clinton administration had fired seven long-
serving employees of the White House Travel Office—
allegedly to give the jobs to friends of the president 
and first lady Hillary Clinton. Although five of the 
seven employees were reinstated in government jobs, 
no charges of wrongdoing stuck.

Born on April 4, 1929, in Warren, Pa., Clinger gradu-
ated from the Hill School in Pottstown and then 
earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Johns 
Hopkins University in 1951. That year, he also married 
Julia “Judy” Whitla, who predeceased him in 2016. 

Clinger served as a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy 
from 1951-55 before returning to Warren, where he 
was an advertising executive at the New Process Co. 
until 1962. During these years, he and his wife started 
their family and, as a young father, Clinger entered 
the Law School, where he would join the editorial 
board of the Virginia Law Review. 

The family returned to Warren, where Clinger was 
in private practice for 12 years at Harper, Clinger, Eb-

erly & Marti. He was active in his community during 
those years, as a delegate to the 1968 Pennsylvania 
Constitutional Convention and the 1972 Republican 
National Convention. In 1975, President Gerald Ford 
appointed Clinger to serve as chief counsel of the U.S. 
Commerce Department’s Economic Development 
Administration. 

Following Ford’s defeat in the 1976 election, Clinger 
returned to Warren 
and launched a long 
shot bid to unseat an 
incumbent Democratic 
member of Congress in 
the 1978 midterm elec-
tion. He won that race 
and was subsequently 
reelected eight times 
by the voters in his 
Northwestern Penn-
sylvania congres-
sional district, usu-
ally by overwhelming 
margins. During his 
18 years in Congress, 
as the Post details, he 
earned a reputation as 
an effective legislator 
and principled con-
sensus-builder who 
was highly respected 
on both sides of the 
political aisle. 

In 1995, after Re-
publicans captured 
control of the House 
for the first time in over 
40 years, Clinger’s col-

leagues chose him to chair the House Committee 
on Government Reform and Oversight. In addition 
to the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, he 
co-authored landmark Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 
to reform the federal government’s procurement 
process. As a member of the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, where he served as 
vice chairman in the 104th Congress, Clinger was 
an advocate for investments in infrastructure and 
other capital improvements to better the lives of the 
residents in his largely rural district. 

Upon retirement from Congress in 1997, Clinger 
joined the faculty of Johns Hopkins as a senior fellow 
at the Center for Advanced Governmental Studies, 
having received the university’s Harold Seidman 
Distinguished Service Award in 1996. In 1997, he and 
his wife spent a semester at Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government, where he was a 
fellow at the Institute of Politics. 

Clinger was a lifelong summer resident of the 
Chautauqua Institution. He served on its board of 
trustees after his retirement from Congress, including 
two terms as chairman. In recognition of his many 
contributions, the institution endowed an ongoing 
lectureship in his and his wife’s honor at the conclu-
sion of his service on the board.

—Eric Williamson
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administrative law 
judge. He writes: “It’s 
an exciting time to be in 
Washington [D.C.]. We 
have lived in the same 
Fairfax County house 
since 1980. I’m looking 
forward to the 2022 
reunion.”

1974
JOHN H. FOOTE, a share-
holder with Walsh, 
Colucci, Lubeley & 
Walsh, was named to 
the Virginia Lawyers 
Hall of Fame. Foote has 
practiced in all relevant 
legal areas affecting land 
use and zoning in Vir-
ginia, including federal 
regulations of wetlands 
and waters of the United 
States, the state regu-
lation of Chesapeake 
Bay preservation areas, 
stormwater manage-
ment and historic pres-
ervation. Foote teaches 
and has written exten-
sively on land use and 
local government and is 
author of the principal 
handbook on Virginia 
planning and zoning. He 
has also argued more 
than 20 cases before the 
Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia. Those cases have 
led to some of the most 
significant and influen-
tial land use and zoning 
decisions authored by 
the court.

Foote served as the 
county attorney for 
Prince William County, 
Va., from 1982 until 
1989, and as the deputy 
county attorney from 
1977 until 1982. In both 
positions he served as 
the county’s chief liti-
gator. In 1989, he tran-
sitioned to private 
practice with Hazel & 
Thomas. He joined his 
current firm, based in 
Prince William, 10 years 
later. 

Foote is consistently 
listed in Best Lawyers 
in America for land use 
and zoning law, land 
use and zoning litiga-
tion, municipal litiga-
tion, municipal law and 
real estate law. He was 
named Lawyer of the 
Year by Best Lawyers 
in 2016. Virginia Busi-
ness magazine recog-

nized him on the legal 
elite in real estate/
land use law list in 
2016 and 2020. Foote’s 
peers voted to name 
him a “super lawyer” 
in Super Lawyers mag-
azine in Virginia and 
Washington, D.C.

JOHN SQUIRES REED II died 
July 9, surrounded by 
family, after a long battle 
with progressive supra-
nuclear palsy. Born in 
Frankfort, Ky., he was an 
Eagle Scout and swam 
for Franklin County 
High School, where he 
graduated valedicto-
rian. At the University of 
Kentucky, he majored in 
political science, lettered 
in swimming, played 
water polo, participated 
in ROTC and graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa in 1971. 
While earning his law 
degree, a random good 
deed (helping a fellow 
student he did not know 
move into her apart-
ment) led to a party invi-
tation the next week—a 
party where he met 
Nancy Claire Battles, a 
young college student 
from New Jersey. The 
couple married in De-
cember 1973 and re-
turned to Kentucky in 
1974 following a brief 
stint at Fort Gordon, Ga., 
for Reed’s basic train-
ing as a military police 
officer.

Reed began his law 
practice at Greenebaum 
Doll Matthews & Boone 
(later Greenebaum Doll 
& McDonald), becoming 
a partner before leaving 
in 1987 to be a found-
ing partner of Hirn Reed 
Harper & Eisinger (later 
Hirn Reed Doheny) and 
then Reed Weitkamp 
Schell & Vice in 1997, 
the firm from which he 
retired in 2018. Through 
the years, he mentored 
many young attorneys 
who went on to es-
tablish their own suc-
cessful practices and 
careers on the state 
and federal bench. He 
earned the profession’s 
highest rating (AV Pre-
eminent), was recog-
nized by several leading 
publications as a super 
lawyer and was a long-
time member of the 

Law Club. Reed served 
as a special justice of 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court and gave back to 
his profession through 
years of service to 
the Louisville Bar 
Association.

Service and leader-
ship were a constant 
thread in Reed’s life. 
He was on the govern-
ing boards of Leader-
ship Louisville, the Na-
tional Association for 
Community Leadership, 
Center for Interfaith 
Relations, Leadership 
USA, Partnership for a 
Compassionate Louis-
ville and Louisville Col-
legiate School. He was a 
Kentucky Colonel—the 
highest title of honor be-
stowed by the common-
wealth of Kentucky—and 
a Bingham Fellow. He 
was ordained as an elder 
at Highland Presbyte-
rian Church and served 
for many years. An avid 
sportsman, Reed be-
longed to the Louisville 
Boat Club, Valhalla and 
Churchill Downs Turf 
Club. The latter gave 
him the opportunity to 
be an enthusiastic sup-
porter and ambassador 
for Kentucky thorough-
bred racing.

Family and friends 
were Reed’s true focus, 
according to his family. 
A talented photographer, 
he spent over 25 years 
as the unofficial photog-
rapher for his children’s 
sports activities and the-
atrical performances. He 
rarely missed a game day 
or performance. Reed 
maintained correspon-
dence with his friends 
from high school, profes-
sional and civic involve-
ment, as well as interest-
ing people he met in his 
travels over the years. 
He was proud of his 
Irish heritage and made 
regular trips to Ireland. 

Reed is survived by 
Nancy, his wife of 47 
years, their children Ali 
and Jay (partner Meg) 
and his brother, Jim 
(Mary).

1977
DENNIS J. CURRAN was 
named professor of the 

practice in the politi-
cal science department 
of Tufts University in 
Medford, Mass. Curran 
was a Boston trial attor-
ney for 23 years before 
serving as a Massa-
chusetts trial judge for 
another 15 years.

U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Neil Gorsuch 
cited DAVID LOGAN’S 
article “Rescuing De-
mocracy by Revisiting 
New York Times v. Sul-
livan,” published last 
year in the Ohio State 
Law Journal, 16 times 
in his dissent in Berisha 
v. Lawson. This led to 
coverage in the media, 
including interviews 
with NPR’s “On Point” 
and a podcast debate 
sponsored by the Na-
tional Constitution 
Center. The citation 
was also noted in multi-
ple articles and op-eds, 
including in The Wash-
ington Post, The Boston 
Globe and the ABA 
Journal. As professor 
of law at Roger Wil-
liams University, Logan 
serves as adviser to the 
Restatement of Torts 
(Third): Defamation 
and Privacy project.

EDWIN HAMMELL ROUH JR. 
died July 18, at home in 
Cherry Hill, N.J., with 
his family at his side 
after a battle with cancer.

Rouh grew up in 
Haddonfield, N.J. He 
was a 2011 inductee into 
the Haddonfield Memo-
rial High School Athletic 
Hall of Fame for his out-
standing performance in 
baseball and wrestling. 
He also played baseball 
at Colgate University, 
where he was offered a 
minor league contract 
with the Cincinnati Reds 
but elected to pursue law 
school instead. 

 Rouh spent his entire 
professional career in 
Philadelphia, retiring 
from Glenmede Trust 
in 2013. He was an avid 
golfer and member 
of Tavistock Country 
Club and Haddon-
field 65 Club. He was a 
history enthusiast, and 
no road trip was com-
plete without a visit 
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CLEMENT ’74 NAMED UVA RECTOR, BROWN ’99 
APPOINTED TO BOARD OF VISITORS
UVA Board of Visitors member WHITTINGTON W. CLEMENT ’74 was named rector, ef-
fective July 1.

The rector chairs the Board of Visitors, which is responsible for the long-term 
planning of the University. The vice rector is presumed to become rector at the end 
of their respective two-year terms.

“It’s a great privilege to lead such a strong, dedicated board and I look forward 
to working with my colleagues, President [JIM] RYAN [’92] and his leadership team 
as we transition from the extraordinary year of the pandemic to more normal 
times,” Clement said.

Clement, of Richmond, Va., was appointed to the board by Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
in 2015 and was reappointed by Gov. Ralph Northam in 2019. He is special counsel 
and a former partner at Hunton Andrews Kurth.

Clement is a founding trustee and member of the UVA College Foundation, former 
member of the UVA Alumni Association Board of Managers and a member of the 
Jefferson Scholarship National Selection Committee. He is also a past president 
of the Virginia Bar Association, former chairman of the State Council of Higher 
Education for Virginia, former Virginia secretary of transportation and a former 
member of the Virginia House of Delegates. He earned a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory at UVA in addition to his law degree.

Northam appointed to the Board of Visitors CARLOS M. BROWN ’99, whose term 
also began July 1.

Formerly a member of Northam’s transition team, Brown, of Henrico County, 
has served as general counsel and chief compliance officer for Dominion Energy 
since 2019. Prior to joining Dominion in 2007, Brown was managing partner of 
Brown Martin, and president and managing member of the Obsidian Capital Group. 

He received his bachelor’s and law degrees from UVA, and was an Echols, 
Achievement, Underwood and Hardy Cross Dillard scholar. While an undergradu-
ate at UVA, he served as president of the student body. He is a member of the IMP, 
Thirteen and Raven societies, and served as president of UVA’s Black Law Students 
Association chapter.

—Mike Fox and Wesley P. Hester

DA
N A

DD
ISO

N/
UV

A C
OM

M
UN

ICA
TIO

NS

IN MEMORIAM: THOMAS F. FARRELL II ’79, 
FORMER DOMINION ENERGY CEO 
AND UVA RECTOR
THOMAS F. FARRELL II ’79, former CEO of Dominion Energy and University rector, 
died April 2. He was 66.

Farrell’s association with the University began when he was an undergraduate 
in the College of Arts & Sciences; he received an economics degree in 1976 and his 
law degree in 1979. Farrell, who retired from his role on the executive board of 
Dominion Energy the day before his death, served on the Board of Visitors from 
2001-09 and was the University’s rector from 2005-07.

“I was heartbroken to learn of Tom’s passing,” UVA President JIM RYAN ’92 said. 
“He was a true friend and loyal alumnus who selflessly dedicated his time and 
talent to ensuring UVA’s success—whether as rector or as a sports fan. But far more 
than that, he was a caring person and wise leader, and someone I could count on 
for counsel or conversation. His extraordinary service and leadership has left a 
lasting impact on not only the UVA community, but also on the Richmond area, 
the commonwealth of Virginia, and beyond.”

Farrell was born in Okinawa, the son of a military officer who had attended the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He later wrote and produced the film “The 
Field of Lost Shoes,” about the role of the Virginia Military Institute cadets in the 
Civil War Battle of New Market.

Farrell spent 15 years as a litigator, first at the law firm Hunton & Williams (now 
Hunton Andrews Kurth) and then Boothe, Prichard & Dudley, an Alexandria law 
firm that would merge into what was then called McGuire, Woods and Battle. He 
joined Dominion Energy as general counsel in 1995, was named president and 
chief operating officer in 2004, and became president and CEO in 2006. He was 
elected chairman in 2007.

Farrell was also chairman of Altria Group and served on the AEGIS board 
of directors. He served as co-chairman of the UCI Road World Championships 
bicycle races held in Richmond in 2015.

Former Rector GORDON F. RAINEY JR. ’67, an alumnus of both the College and Law 
School, led the University’s $3 billion capital campaign when Farrell served as rector. 

“The sudden loss of Tom Farrell is devastating,” Rainey said. “He was a 
remarkable human being, an extraordinary civic and business leader, and as close 
to irreplaceable in all his endeavors as anyone I have ever had the privilege to call 
my friend. His commitment and loyalty to his family and friends, to the University 
and to the commonwealth will be terribly missed by all whose lives he touched.”

Rector WHITTINGTON W. CLEMENT ’74 said the University community had “lost a 
great friend and supporter.”

“No alumnus demonstrated more loyalty and devotion to the University than 
Tom—remarkable by any standard, but even more so given his responsibilities as 
CEO of such a large corporation as Dominion Resources,” Clement said.

—Mike Fox and Matt Kelly

DA
N A

DD
ISO

N/
UV

A C
OM

M
UN

ICA
TIO

NS



CLASS NOTES CLASS NOTES

68         UVA LAW YER  |  Fall 2021  100  Fall 2021   |   UVA LAW YER         69

to a historical site or 
museum. According to 
his family, he enjoyed 
travel, which included 
golf trips to Ireland 
and a vacation home 
in Vermont. He was a 
member of the Had-
donfield Y’s Men Club 
service organization. 

 He is survived by his 
wife, Christy; a brother; 
mother-in-law; sister-
in-law; father-in-law; 
five nieces and two 
nephews; and a host 
of cousins and friends 
around the country.

1978
DEBI SANDERS was nomi-
nated for Catholic Char-
ities USA volunteer of 
the year and was recog-
nized by the group as a 
Caritas honoree for her 
long-term commitment 
and work in immigration 
services. Since her retire-
ment from Immigration 
Legal Services in 2014, 
Sanders has continued to 
work toward fairness in 
the immigration system 
as an ongoing volunteer 
with the organization. 
She was instrumental in 
setting up a robust pro 
bono program and estab-
lishing the immigration 
program’s partnership 
with the Family Justice 
Center in Rockville, Md. 

One of Sanders’ 
former clients, Sumera 
Haque, was featured in 
“Out of Many, One; Por-
traits of America’s Immi-
grants.” The book high-
lights immigrant stories 
with accompanying 
paintings by President 
George W. Bush. Haque 
tells the story of how 
she and her two sons 
met Sanders at Dulles 
International Airport, 
where Sanders was of-
fering legal aid while 
working at the Capital 
Area Immigrants Rights 
Coalition.

1980
BARBARA DIXON RYAN has 
returned to Virginia 
after a 26-year sojourn 
in Dallas. She presently 
works as a certified sub-

stance abuse counseling 
assistant in Northern 
Virginia.

1981
CHRISTINE HUGHES was 
awarded the Lelia J. 
Robinson Award by the 
Women’s Bar Associa-
tion of Massachusetts. 
The award honors at-
torneys who have cap-
tured the spirit of Rob-
inson, the first woman 
admitted to practice in 
the state. As the recently 
retired general counsel 
at Emerson College, 
Hughes was a leader 
among higher educa-
tion attorneys. Most 
notably, Hughes influ-
enced other women to 
pursue legal careers in-
house, while champion-
ing and opening doors 
for women she hired as 
in-house attorneys and 
as external counsel. She 
also used her role as in-
house counsel to seek out 
women associates at law 
firms for their opinions 
or to ask them to play 
critical roles in cases. 

C. STEVEN MASON was rec-
ognized as a leading at-
torney in real estate law 
in the 2021 Chambers 
USA Guide. Mason prac-
tices with Smith Ander-
son in Raleigh, N.C. 

Nine years ago, GERRY 

OBERST returned to 
Washington, D.C, as 
senior vice president of 
global advocacy for the 
international satellite 
operator SES S.A. and 
president and CEO of 
its American subsidies. 
Following a short stint 
as general counsel of 5G 
Everywhere in America, 
Oberst retired in March 
2020. That didn’t last, 
however, as Oberst is 
now senior counsel with 
Hogan Lovells in its 
communications, inter-
net and media practice.

1982
The spring issue of 
the Phi Beta Kappa 

Key Reporter printed 
ALLEN BOYER’S review 
of “Policing the Open 
Road: How Cars Trans-
formed American 
Freedom” by Sarah A. 
Seo. Seo was the Law 
School’s inaugural 
Charles W. McCurdy 
Legal History Fellow 
in 2015-16. The book 
has received mul-
tiple awards, includ-
ing the Littleton-Gris-
wold Prize from the 
American Historical 
Society and the Ameri-
can Society for Legal 
History; and the Ralph 
Waldo Emerson Prize 
from the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society. Seo’s 
work also was a co-win-
ner of the Order of the 
Coif Book Award.

JENNIFER JORDAN MCCALL is 
the practice section 
leader of the estates and 
trusts section at Pills-
bury, based in Palo Alto, 
Calif. In addition to the 
California bar, McCall 
is also admitted in New 
York and Florida. She 
shared that her daugh-
ter, Caroline, started a 
company in San Fran-
cisco, while her daugh-
ter Hillary is in her 
second year at Kellogg 
Business School.

1983
MARK DAVIDSON was rec-
ognized as a leading at-
torney in corporate law 
and mergers and acqui-
sitions law in the 2021 
Chambers USA Guide. 
Davidson practices 
with Brooks Pierce in 
Greensboro, N.C. 

JEFF OLEYNIK was recog-
nized as a leading at-
torney for antitrust law 
and bankruptcy and 
restructuring law in the 
2021 Chambers USA 
Guide. Oleynik prac-
tices with Brooks Pierce 
in Greensboro, N.C.

1985
PAUL LOMBARDO, the 
Bobby Lee Cook Profes-

sor of Law at Georgia 
State University, re-
ceived the Jay Healey 
Teaching Award from 
the American Society 
for Law, Medicine & 
Ethics. The award rec-
ognizes scholarship, 
passion for teaching 
health law, mentor-
ing of students and 
other faculty, and being 
an inspiration to col-
leagues and students. 
As a member of GSU’s 
Center for Law, Health 
& Society, Lombardo 
teaches Genetics and 
the Law, the History 
of Bioethics, Mental 
Health Law and the 
History of Public Health 
Law. Last fall he also 
taught a course titled 
Legal History of the U.S. 
Eugenics Movement.

1986
SCOTT D. GERBER penned 
an op-ed in USA Today 
in June titled “Tennis 
authorities violated law 
and human decency 
by forcing Osaka out 
of the French Open.” 
He wrote that Naomi 
Osaka—at the time the 
No. 2 female tennis 
player in the world—
asked for a reason-
able accommodation 
for a health condition 
and instead received 
threats from the heads 
of several Grand Slams, 
reenforcing the stigma 
of mental illness. 
Gerber serves as a pro-
fessor of law at Ohio 
Northern University.

1987
TIMOTHY GOETTEL was rec-
ognized as a leading 
attorney for corporate 
law and mergers and 
acquisitions law in the 
2021 Chambers USA 
Guide. Goettel practices 
with Smith Anderson in 
Raleigh, N.C. 

RANDY TINSLEY was rec-
ognized as a leading 
attorney for environ-
mental law in the 2021 
Chambers USA Guide. 
Tinsley practices 

with Brooks Pierce in 
Greensboro, N.C.

1988
On Oct. 5, DAVID L. FINGER 
argued before the U.S. 
Supreme Court the 
First Amendment case 
Carney v. Adams, chal-
lenging a provision of 
Delaware’s Constitu-
tion that limits judge-
ships to only Democrats 
and Republicans.

l 

JOHN COOPER and CHARLES 

LUSTIG worked together 
on a moot court team 
in law school and have 
now partnered again 
for more than a year at 
Cooper Hurley Injury 
Lawyers in Norfolk, 
Va. Both specialize in 
helping people seri-
ously injured in vehicle 
accidents. “We are 
putting Professor Ken 
Abraham’s first year 
Torts teachings into 
practice every day,” 
Cooper said.

On July 1, RICHARD 

“SHARK” FORSTEN began 
his third five-year term 
on the Appoquinimink 
School District School 
Board, where he has 
served as president 
for the past six years. 
Forsten is a partner in 
the Wilmington, Del., 
office of Saul Ewing 
Arnstein & Lehr, where 
he practices in land use, 
commercial real estate 
and litigation. He and 
his wife live in a his-
toric 182-year-old farm-
house south of Mid-
dletown. He reported 
that his golf handicap 
remains much too high.

l 

MICHAEL KUN’S latest 
novel, “The Allergic Boy 
Versus the Left-Handed 
Girl,” was published 
in June by the Sager 
Group. In other book-
related news, the movie 
“Eat Wheaties!,” based 
on Kun’s novel “The 
Locklear Letters,” was 
released in the spring.

1990
VERNON INGE was recog-
nized in 2021 Cham-
bers USA in the general 
commercial litigation 
category. Inge prac-
tices with Whiteford, 
Taylor & Preston in 
Richmond, Va.

TRACI MUNDY JENKINS 

became the 2021-22 pres-
ident of the National As-
sociation for Law Place-
ment after completing 
her one-year term as 
president-elect in April. 
The NALP is a legal re-
cruiting and professional 
development associa-
tion in North America. 
Jenkins serves as firm 
director of career devel-
opment with Venable in 
Washington, D.C. 

l 

DOUGLAS L. KILBY joined 
Stearns Weaver Mill-
er’s Tallahassee, Fla., 
office as a shareholder. 
Kilby focuses his prac-
tice on class actions, 
antitrust, business liti-
gation and government 
investigations, particu-
larly matters involv-
ing the Florida attorney 
general’s office. 

HENRY C. SU received the 
National Institute for 
Trial Advocacy’s Hon-

orable Robert E. Keeton 
Award for Outstanding 
Service. Since 2010, Su 
has taught 73 programs 
as a NITA volunteer and 
receives high evalua-
tion scores every time, he 
reports. Each year NITA 
offers trial advocacy 
skills programs for prac-
ticing lawyers around 
the country. Su is a 
partner with Constantine 
Cannon in Washington, 
D.C., and San Francisco.

1992
JEFFREY NANESS contin-
ues to represent employ-
ers in employment and 
labor relations matters 
at his Long Island-based 
firm. Naness, who plays 
piano and keyboards, 
enjoys jazz and the rock 
bands he plays in.

1993
CRAIG W. SAMPSON co-
authored the 2021 
edition of “Family Law: 
Theory, Practice, and 
Forms,” published in 
Thomson Reuters’ Vir-
ginia Practice Series. 
Sampson is a share-
holder at Barnes & Diehl 
in Richmond, Va.

l 

R. TODD SILLIMAN was 
named managing 
partner of Dentons’ 
Atlanta office. Silliman’s 
environmental litigation 
has included represent-
ing the state of Georgia 
for 15 years in the so-
called “Tri-State Water 
Wars.” That matter in-
cluded multistate nego-
tiations and regulatory 
matters, and litigation 
over the federal gov-
ernment’s operation of 
reservoirs that supply 
water to more than half 
of Georgia’s popula-
tion. Silliman leads the 
firm’s U.S. environment 
and natural resources 
practice and repre-

sents clients in matters 
under a wide array of 
federal, state and local 
environmental laws.

C. STEWART VERDERY me-
morialized his former 
boss and beloved 
friend, U.S. Sen. JOHN W. 

WARNER ’53, by sharing 
reminiscences in a 
Medium.com blog entry.

1994
ZEBULON D. ANDERSON 
was recognized as a 
leading attorney in 
labor and employment 
law in the 2021 
Chambers USA guide. 
Anderson practices 
with Smith Anderson 
in Raleigh, N.C.

ROBERT BORHART joined 
Ballard Spahr as of 
counsel in the Minne-
apolis office. Borhart 
practices in the finance 
department and 
focuses on corporate 
trust matters. Prior to 
joining Ballard Spahr, 
Borhart spent almost a 
decade at Wells Fargo. 
He also worked in 
private practice and as 
legal counsel for the 
office of the governor 
of Minnesota.

1995

SHANTI ARIKER was 
appointed senior vice 
president, general 
counsel at Zendesk in 
December. She also 
recently published 
an autobiographical 
essay in “Simpsonistas 
Volume 3,” a New 
Literary Project 
publication. 

MARTIN BURKE joined 
Holland & Knight as 
a partner after two 
decades with Burr 
& Forman. He joins 

the litigation group 
based in Tampa, Fla. 
Burke represents cor-
porate and govern-
ment clients in state 
and federal court at 
the trial and appel-
late level. His practice 
focuses on consumer 
class actions, business 
disputes, personal 
injury and product li-
ability issues. He also 
has experience han-
dling arbitrations and 
mediations as well as 
advising on corpo-
rate policies, proce-
dures and technolo-
gies. Burke chairs the 
federal torts commit-
tee at the Federal Bar 
Association. 

l 

Last year, TREY COX left 
his own firm of 25 years 
to join Gibson Dunn’s 
Dallas office—becom-
ing a partner alongside 
STEWART MCDOWELL (San 
Francisco), TULL FLOREY 
(Houston) and BORIS 

DOLGONOS (New York), as 
well as HELGI WALKER ’94 
(Washington, D.C.). In 
May, Cox was elected 
partner in charge of 
the office. His prac-
tice focuses on complex 
commercial litigation 
and trial work, helping 
clients resolve large, 
complicated and often 
high-profile business 
disputes.

SERENA M. MENTOR was 
promoted to partner 
at Hunton Andrews 
Kurth in New York. 
Mentor represents 
issuers, sponsors, un-
derwriters, agents, 
trustees and servicers 
in connection with 
public and private 
asset-backed securi-
tization transactions, 
with a special focus on 

ALUMNAE NAMED AMONG 
‘INFLUENTIAL WOMEN OF LAW’
BETTY S. GRAUMLICH ’83, LISA LORISH ’08, ARESHINI PATHER ’04 
and ERIN S. WHALEY ’04 were named to Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly’s 2021 class of Influential Women of Law.

Graumlich leads Reed Smith’s Virginia labor and em-
ployment team. She represents many global and national 
companies, including a Fortune 50 media and entertain-
ment company, a nationwide optical manufacturer and 
retailer, global defense contractors, numerous health 
care providers and a regional financial services company, 
among other clients.

Lorish is a judge on the Virginia Court of Appeals. Until 
recently, she was an assistant federal public defender 
and the appellate specialist for the Western District of 
Virginia. She represented indigent clients charged with 
federal crimes that ranged from petty offenses to capital 
murder. Lorish also created the Law School’s Federal 
Criminal Sentence Reduction Clinic, which she directed.

Pather has been Charlottesville deputy common-
wealth’s attorney since 2018 after serving as an assistant 
commonwealth’s attorney since 2011. She also worked as 
an assistant public defender with the Indigent Defense 
Commission for six years.

Whaley specializes in health care law as a partner at 
Troutman Pepper. Her regulatory experience includes 
advising clients on compliance with the plethora of fed-
eral laws that govern the health care industry, including 
Stark, the Anti-Kickback Statute, the False Claims Act 
and HIPAA, as well as state laws including state licensure, 
corporate practice of medicine and certificates of need.

—Mike Fox

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Betty S. Graumlich ’83, Lisa Lorish ’08, Areshini Pather ’04 
and Erin S. Whaley ’04
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mortgage and mort-
gage-related assets. 
She also frequently 
analyzes and inter-
prets various regula-
tions, requirements 
and restrictions pro-
mulgated by regula-
tory and other govern-
ing authorities with 
respect to such secu-
ritizations. Mentor 
previously served as 
senior capital markets 
counsel for Wells 
Fargo Bank.

ACKNEIL M. “TREY” MULDROW III 
joined Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges as a partner in 
its global private equity 
practice. Based in New 
York City, Muldrow 
was most recently with 
Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld, where 
he was the partner in 
charge of the firm’s 
New York office and 
a member of its global 
corporate steering 
committee. With a 
broad corporate prac-
tice, Muldrow advises 
corporations, sover-
eign wealth groups and 
private equity sponsors 
around the world on 
market-leading transac-
tions—including cross-
border merger, buyout, 
spinout, carve-out and 
divestiture transac-
tions. He has also de-
veloped a practice in 
asset manager mergers 
and acquisitions, and 
complex secondaries 
transactions.

JENNIFER SHORT has 
joined Blank Rome’s 
Washington, D.C., 
office as a partner in the 
white-collar defense 
and investigations 
group. Short represents 
government contrac-
tors, health care provid-
ers and others in highly 
regulated industries 
that are susceptible to 
government investiga-
tions and enforcement 
actions.

1996
ANTHONY F. VITTORIA was 
installed for a one-
year term as president 
of the Bar Association 
of Baltimore City in 
May. Founded in 1879, 
the BABC is the oldest 
bar association in 
Maryland, established a 
year after the ABA.

1997

DLA Piper partner 
ELISHA KING, a member 
of the new 11-person 
management team that 
supports the firm’s 
American chair, also 
serves as firm general 
counsel. King joined 
the firm in 1997 and 
has served as general 
counsel since 2018.

1998

VALERIE H. BONHAM joined 
the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute as its first vice 
president and general 
counsel. The institute 
is a nonprofit organi-
zation internationally 
known for improving 
the lives of children, 
adolescents and adults 
with diseases, disorders 
and injuries that impact 
the nervous system. 
With years of experi-
ence providing legal 
counsel to academic, 
health and science or-
ganizations, including 
the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services and the Na-
tional Institutes of 
Health, Bonham is an 
expert in a wide range 
of legal matters, includ-
ing medical research, 
technology transfer, 

ALUMNI PLAY PART IN EXPANDING 
VIRGINIA COURT OF APPEALS
Virginia lawmakers elected LISA LORISH ’08 and STUART RAPHAEL ’89 to the Virginia 
Court of Appeals as part of a court expansion plan in which several alumni played 
a role. With the bench expanding from 11 to 17 judges, UVA undergraduate alumni 
Junius Fulton (College ’81), Daniel E. Ortiz (College ’99) and Vernida Chaney (Col-
lege ’99) were also elected.

The court expansion made Virginia the last state judicial system in the country 
to guarantee appellate review of all civil and criminal circuit court decisions. State 
Sen. SCOTT SUROVELL ’96 sponsored the 2020 bill that authorized a study on appeals 
courts, and Professor Emeritus Kent Sinclair led the resulting study. Following the 
study’s recommendations, Sen. JOHN EDWARDS ’70, who leads the Senate’s Judiciary 
Committee, sponsored the bill expanding the court, which Surovell helped write. 
Several alumni engaged in the judicial vetting and selection process, including 
Surovell, Sen. CHAP PETERSEN ’94, Sen. JENNIFER MCCLELLAN ’97 and Del. RIP SULLIVAN ’87, 
among others.

Alumni “have their fingerprints all over this,” Surovell said.
Lorish, a Law School lecturer, formerly served as an assistant federal public 

defender and the appellate specialist for the Western District of Virginia. Lorish 
created and directed the Federal Criminal Sentence Reduction Clinic and served 
as a lecturer for the Criminal Justice Reform Seminar.

Raphael previously was a partner at Hunton Andrews Kurth, where he was co-
chair of the firm’s issues and appeals group. He served as solicitor general of Virginia 
from 2014-17. Raphael is a fellow of the American Academy of Appellate Lawyers 
and a member of the American Law Institute.

Supporters of the expansion were interested in growing the court not only to 
guarantee a right of appeal, but to expand the diversity and experiences of judges 
currently on the bench, most of whom previously worked as prosecutors or in at-
torneys general offices. Surovell, a defense lawyer, said he was interested in adding 
judges with criminal defense experience, such as Lorish.

In public interviews with lawmakers before her appointment, Lorish said she 
would bring her experiences with her if elected to the bench.

“I’ve seen how cases are brought when you have all the resources in the world and 
I’ve seen how cases are prepared when you have very little,” she said.

—Mary Wood

ES
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Lisa Lorish ’08 and Stuart Raphael ’89 (top) joined the Virginia Court of Appeals bench through legislation spearheaded 
by Sens. John Edwards ’70 and Scott Surovell ’96 (bottom).

ALUMNI TAKE ON FEDERAL EXECUTIVE, JUDICIAL ROLES
President Joe Biden chose several alumni to fill high-profile positions in the executive branch and in the 
courts, in roles that require Senate confirmations. 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH
BILL NELSON ’69 became 
NASA’s administrator. 
Nelson, who formerly 
served on the NASA 
Advisory Council, 
was a U.S. senator from 
Florida from 2001-2019 
after serving as state 
treasurer, insurance 
commissioner and fire 
marshal for six years. 
He also was elected to 
six terms in the U.S. 
House of Representa-
tives from 1979-1991. 
In 1986, he flew on 
the 24th flight of the 
space shuttle Colum-
bia, orbiting the Earth 
98 times over six days. 
Nelson conducted 12 
medical experiments, including the first U.S. stress test in space and 
a cancer research experiment sponsored by university researchers.

ROBERT A. BORCHERDING ’99 was promoted to brigadier general and 
assigned as legal counsel to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Borcherding has served in the U.S. Army for 28 years, including as 
staff judge advocate in Iraq and Afghanistan. Other legal assign-
ments included tours as a legal adviser for U.S. Africa Command; 
group judge advocate for the 10th Special Forces Group; deputy 
staff judge advocate for the 1st Infantry Division & Fort Riley; and 
trial counsel and senior trial counsel for the 21st Theater Support 
Command in Kaiserslautern, Germany.

ROBIN CARNAHAN ’86 is now administrator of the General Services 
Administration. Carnahan served as secretary of state of Missouri 
from 2016-20, and directed the state and local government practice 
at 18F, a tech consultancy inside the GSA that she founded. Through 
her work with the GSA, Carnahan helped federal, state and local 
government agencies improve customer-facing digital services and 
cut costs, according to a press release. As secretary of state, Carna-
han served as the state’s chief election official and state securities 
regulator, and was responsible for providing in-person and online 
services to hundreds of thousands of customers.

CHRIS KAVANAUGH ’06 was confirmed as U.S. attorney for the West-
ern District of Virginia. He previously served as assistant U.S. 
attorney for the district from 2014-21. He has also served as an as-
sistant U.S. attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of 
Columbia, and as senior counsel for the U.S. deputy attorney general. 
Kavanaugh has taught federal criminal practice and trial advocacy 
as a lecturer at UVA Law. He received the school’s Shaping Justice 
Award for Extraordinary Achievement in 2020.

DAVID TURK ’99 became deputy secretary of energy. Turk was previ-
ously deputy executive director of the International Energy Agency, 
helping countries worldwide on their clean-energy transitions. He 
has also directed analysis focused on digitalization and energy, 
hydrogen and tracking progress on a wide range of clean-energy 
technologies. Turk also served as deputy on the Energy Agency 
Review Team during the Biden administration transition, which 
provided recommendations across the full range of Department 
of Energy issues and offices. In the Obama administration, Turk 
worked in the department coordinating international technology 
and clean-energy efforts.

FEDERAL COURTS 
DEBORAH BOARDMAN ’00 was confirmed to the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Maryland. A former U.S. magistrate judge, Board-
man spent 11 years as a member of the Federal Public Defender’s 
Office for the District of Maryland, where she was named first 
assistant federal public defender in 2015. She previously spent 
six years in Hogan Lovell’s pro bono department. (See her Last 
Word column on p. 80.)

LAUREN KING ’08 was confirmed to the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Washington. King, a citizen of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation based in Oklahoma, has been an attorney at Foster 
Garvey and served as a pro tem appellate judge for the Northwest 
Intertribal Court System. She previously taught Federal Indian 
Law at the Seattle University School of Law. She is the sixth Native 
American federal judge in U.S. history and the first in Washington 
state history.

PENDING CONFIRMATIONS
Several more alumni have been nominated to serve; their confir-
mations were pending as of press time. Updates will be posted in 
the next issue.

MARY BOYLE ’91 was nominated to serve as commissioner of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

MARK BRZEZINSKI ’91 was nominated to serve as ambassador to 
Poland. 

PATRICIA TOLLIVER GILES ’98 was nominated to the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.

UVA Law professor TOBY HEYTENS ’00 was nominated to the 
Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals (see p. 16).

CYNTHIA HOGAN ’84 was nominated to serve on the Corporation 
for National and Community Service board of directors.

NEIL MACBRIDE ’92 was nominated to serve as general counsel 
for the Treasury.

MICHAEL S. NACHMANOFF ’95 was nominated to the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.

DOUG PARKER ’97 was nominated to lead OSHA as the assistant 
secretary of labor for occupational safety and health. 

MOHSIN RAZA SYED ’08 was nominated to be assistant secretary of 
government affairs for the Department of Transportation.

 —Mike Fox

Confirmed and nominated alumni include (top) Brig. Gen. Robert A. Borcherding ’99, Bill Nelson ’69, Robin Carnahan ’86, Chris Kavanaugh ’06, David Turk ’99; 
(bottom) Deborah Boardman ’00, Toby Heytens ’00, Lauren King ’08, Patricia Tolliver Giles ’98 and Michael S. Nachmanoff ’95.
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firm in the areas of risk, 
strategy and people. In 
her new role, Brennan 
leads all legal and com-
pliance strategy for 
the Marsh business 
globally. She will con-
tinue to chair Marsh 
McLennan’s ESG man-
agement committee 
and the company’s 
enterprise-wide crisis 
management team. 

STACEY ROSE HARRIS was 
named to the 2020 class 
of Leaders in the Law 
by Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly, which rec-
ognizes 25 lawyers 
statewide each year. 
Harris is a partner 
with DiMuroGinsberg 
in Alexandria. Her 
practice focuses on 
business litigation.

2004
NICOLE A. EDMONDS, a cor-
porate governance and 
federal securities attor-
ney with in-house and 
regulatory experience, 
has rejoined Trout-
man Pepper’s Corpo-
rate Practice Group as a 
partner. She is based in 
the firm’s Washington, 
D.C., office. 

Edmonds initially 
joined legacy firm 
Troutman Sanders in 
2004, serving many 
years as a corporate 
associate and counsel 
prior to transitioning 
to her roles as attorney 
adviser with the SEC’s 
Office of Investor Edu-
cation and Advocacy, 
and as sole clearance 
counsel for the White 
House’s Office of Presi-
dential Personnel. She 
most recently served as 
assistant vice president 
and corporate secretary 
with Washington Gas.

2005
BRENT H. OLSON was 
named a member at 
Dykema Gossett, based 
in the firm’s Washington, 
D.C., office. His practice 
focuses on insurance 
coverage litigation and 
counseling insurance 

companies on complex 
coverage issues related 
to directors and officers, 
errors and omissions, 
employment practices 
and other specialty lines 
policies.

2006
RUDY MEHRBANI testi-
fied before the House 
Oversight and Reform 
Committee in May in 
support of reforms to 
enhance accountabil-
ity and transparency in 
the executive branch. 
His testimony focused 
on democratic norms 
and guardrails that 
have weakened over 
time and require rein-
forcement. Mehrbani is 
a senior adviser of the 
governance program 
at Democracy Fund, an 
independent founda-
tion working to ensure 
that the political system 
can withstand new 
challenges and deliver 
on its promises to the 
American people. 

KATERINA MOSHINSKI NEWELL, 
of the Pels Law Firm in 
Bethesda, Md., led the 
team representing the 
father of an 18-year-
old killed in a Virginia 
silo accident. On July 
22, the Supreme Court 
of Virginia reversed 
the Loudoun County 
Circuit Court’s 
dismissal of the case, 
Brian C. Potter, Personal 
Representative of the 
Estate of Daniel C. 
Potter, Deceased v. BFK 
Inc., with prejudice. 
The issue considered by 
the court was whether 
a Buell Classifier 
installed in the silo to 
process manufactured 
sand qualified as 
“equipment” under 
a statute of Virginia 
code. The court 
concluded that the 
classifier (which the 
court characterized 
as “a device used for 
a specific purpose 
unrelated to the 
structural integrity of 
the building itself”) was 
“equipment” under the 
code.

2007

CHANEL FRAZIER was 
named head of Black-
Rock’s Atlanta Innova-
tion Hub, which plans 
to expand from 300 to 
1,000 employees by 2024. 
Frazier also serves as the 
head of business strategy 
for BlackRock’s Portfo-
lio Management Group. 
For the second consecu-
tive year, Frazier was 
named to the Empower 
Top 100 Ethnic Mi-
nority Executives List. 
Named an Executive 
Role Model, she was se-
lected for her work in 
creating a more diverse 
and inclusive workplace. 
Last year, Frazier was the 
first BlackRock leader to 
receive the honor.

BARINE MAJEWSKA was 
promoted to counsel 
at Vicente Sederberg 
in Denver. Majewska 
is a leading member of 
the firm’s entheogens 
and emerging therapies 
practice group.

KATHERINE C. ROHRBAUGH 
is the head of operations 
regulatory compliance, 
food safety, at Amazon 
and lives in Seattle with 
her husband, Scott 
(College B.S. ’00, Ph.D. ’07).

2008
CHRIS GASKILL was pro-
moted to executive vice 
president, chief legal 
officer and secretary for 
Summit Materials in 
Denver. Gaskill, who has 
worked for the company 
since 2015, most recently 
served as senior vice 
president and deputy 
general counsel. He 
oversees all legal, corpo-
rate governance, enter-
prise risk management, 
compliance, litigation, 
regulatory and outside 
counsel management.

clinical care and ethics. 
Bonham will provide 
comprehensive legal 
support to the institute, 
its governing boards, 
health care provid-
ers, researchers and 
educators.

After leading 
communications 
for Aetna and, most 
recently, managing 
CEO and enterprise 
communications for 
CVS Health, SANDRA 

WAITE was named senior 
vice president and 
chief communications 
officer at Guardian 
in New York. Waite 
is responsible for 
the company’s 
communications 
and corporate social 
responsibility strategy, 
and will support the 
CEO and executive 
leadership team in 
the execution of 
the enterprise strategy.

1999

JASON S. MCCARTER joined 
Miller & Martin as a 
member in Atlanta. He 
represents automotive, 
technology and other 
business enterprises in 
complex commercial 
disputes and regulatory 
investigations. He also 
counsels and advocates 
for clients facing 
contract, business 
tort, secured lending, 
creditors’ rights and 
licensing issues. Named 
a commercial litigation 
leader by Best Lawyers 
in 2021, McCarter 
practices in state and 
federal courts, as well 
as alternative dispute 
resolution forums 
around the country.

RILEY H. ROSS III, a partner 
at Mincey Fitzpatrick 
Ross in Philadelphia, 
was presented with the 
third annual Pennsyl-
vania Bar Association 
Civil and Equal Rights 
Champion Award in 
May. The award honors 
an individual who ad-
vocates for civil rights 
for all Pennsylvanians 
through constitutional 
advocacy, legislative 
acts, or advocacy or in-
dividual representation 
and development of 
case law.

Ross has extensive 
experience in the areas 
of state and federal 
criminal law, white-
collar criminal defense, 
civil rights litigation, 
corporate compliance, 
internal investigations, 
employment law and 
personal injury. 

He has been a cham-
pion for advancing the 
cause of civil rights 
through various lead-
ership positions in the 
PBA and other legal 
organizations. At the 
PBA, Ross is a member 
of the Civil and Equal 
Rights Committee and 
served as its chair from 
2018-20. He is a current 
member of the PBA 
House of Delegates, and 
is also on the Federal 
Practice, Legal Ethics 
and Professional Re-
sponsibility, and Mi-
nority Bar committees.

2000
Partner REBEKAH 

GOODHEART was named 
co-chair of Jenner & 
Block’s communica-
tions, internet and 
technology practice in 
Washington, D.C. She 
joined the firm in 2016, 
with over 20 years of 
experience advising 
clients on FCC advocacy 
and strategy. She has 
experience with tech-
nical rules regulating 
broadband networks, 

subsidies for broadband 
networks and adoption, 
mapping of broadband 
networks and mergers 
approval. Goodheart 
is regularly recog-
nized by Legal500 in 
various telecoms cate-
gories; in 2020, she was 
named a Next Genera-
tion Lawyer in the Tele-
coms and Broadcast: 
Regulatory category.

2001

GUNES HOPSON joined 
Geronemus Law as of 
counsel. Geronemus 
specializes in providing 
concierge in-house at-
torney services working 
with companies of all 
sizes and industries. 
Hopson also continues 
to enjoy providing con-
cierge-level travel plan-
ning services through 
her business, My Path 
Unwinding Travel, spe-
cializing in luxury and 
family travel.

2002

JENNIFER E. MICHAEL, 
former chief of the In-
dustry Guidance Branch 
at the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services’ Office of 
Counsel to the Inspec-
tor General, has joined 
Bass, Berry & Sims as 
a member of the firm’s 
health care practice in 
its Washington, D.C., 
office.

2003
KATHERINE J. BRENNAN 
was appointed general 
counsel of Marsh, a 
professional services 

ALUMNI ELECTED TO 
AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE
JENNIFER MORGAN DELMONICO ’97, STEVEN M. HAAS ’04 and 
SETH W. STOUGHTON ’11 were elected to the American Law 

Institute.
DelMonico is a trial 

lawyer for parties in 
complex litigation dis-
putes and defendants 
in tort and product li-
ability actions at Murtha 
Cullina in New Haven, 
Conn., where she re-
cently completed a six-
year term as managing 
partner. She represents 
clients in a variety of con-
texts, regularly handling 
claims for product liabil-
ity, negligence, breach of 
warranty, breach of con-
tract, ERISA violations, 
environmental viola-
tions, patent infringe-
ment, copyright, trade 
secrets and unfair trade 
practices.

Haas focuses on 
mergers and acquisi-
tions, corporate law and 
corporate governance at 
Hunton Andrews Kurth 
in Richmond, Va., and 
is co-head of the firm’s 
mergers and acquisitions 
team. He represents cli-
ents on a wide variety of 
M&A transactions, in-
cluding change-of-con-
trol transactions, public 
company sales, strategic 
acquisitions and divesti-
tures. Haas also regularly 
advises companies and 
boards of directors in 
connection with corpo-
rate governance, share-
holder activism and other 
fiduciary duty matters.

Stoughton is an as-
sociate professor at the 
University of South Car-
olina School of Law and 
an associate professor in 
the university’s Depart-
ment of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice. He is 
a core faculty member 

with the university’s Rule of Law Collaborative. Stoughton 
is also the principal co-author of “Evaluating Police Uses 
of Force” and has written book chapters about police 
misconduct, the use of force and use-of-force review. In 
April, he testified as a use-of-force expert for the pros-
ecution in the trial of Derek Chauvin, the former police 
officer who was convicted of murdering George Floyd.

—Mike Fox

FROM TOP: Jennifer Morgan DelMonico ’97, 
Steven M. Haas ’04, Seth W. Stoughton ’11

KLIAVKOFF ’93 NAMED PAC-12
CONFERENCE COMMISSIONER 
GEORGE KLIAVKOFF ’93 was named commissioner of the Pac-12 
Conference. His five-year contract began July 1.

Kliavkoff was formerly president of entertainment 
and sports at MGM Resorts International. He served as 
a member of the board of governors of the WNBA and 
managed the Las Vegas Aces WNBA franchise prior to the 
team being sold. He also sat on the board of BetMGM, one 
of the three largest U.S. sports betting companies.

“At each step of his career, George has navigated complex, 
quickly changing environments and has been a successful 
consensus builder,” University of Oregon President Michael 
H. Schill, chairman of the five-member search committee, 
said in a statement announcing the hire May 13. “George 
is a visionary leader with an extraordinary background 
as a pioneering sports, entertainment and digital media 
executive, and we are delighted and honored that he has 
agreed to become our next Pac-12 Commissioner. He is the 
new prototype for a sports commissioner.”

Previously, Kliavkoff co-led the largest and most 
profitable division at Hearst Entertainment & Syndication, 
overseeing Hearst’s interests in cable television networks, 
including ESPN, A&E, Lifetime and History. He was also 
the first chief digital officer at NBCUniversal, where he 
set corporate digital media strategy and developed new 
business models and markets.

Prior to NBCUniversal, Kliavkoff was executive vice 
president of business for Major League Baseball Advanced 
Media and managed corporate development, business 
development, and baseball’s digital media subscription 
and licensing businesses.

“I am thrilled to be the Pac-12 Commissioner. This is a 
challenging time for intercollegiate athletics, but I believe 
these challenges also create significant opportunities,” 
Kliavkoff, a former Boston University rower, said in 
a statement. “I loved being a student-athlete, and I’m 
passionate about the doors that college sports and higher 
education open for young women and men. My job at 
the Pac-12 will be to help manage the balance between 
continued academic excellence, student-athlete well-being 
and an even higher level of athletic achievement.”

The conference, which comprises 12 universities, leads 
the nation in NCAA championships in 54 of the past 60 
years, with 535 NCAA team titles overall.

—Mike Fox
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ment trusts, developers 
and development com-
panies, and utility and 
energy clients. 

CHARLES W. THROCKMORTON

was elected share-
holder with Carlton 
Fields. Based in Miami, 
Throckmorton focuses 
his practice on complex 
commercial litigation 
and class action defense, 
with specific experience 
litigating cases involv-
ing trade secrets, soft-
ware, breach of contract, 
vendor disputes, unfair 
competition, fraud, 
employer-side em-
ployment disputes and 
cryptocurrency issues.

2013
BONNIE LATREILLE was 
named the federal 
student aid ombuds-
man with the U.S. De-
partment of Education. 
She is the third ombuds-
man in FSA’s history 
and the first to report 
directly to the chief op-
erating officer. Latreille 
joined FSA after serving 
as the office of the Con-
sumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau student 
loan ombudsman, where 
she led the development 
of annual student loan 
ombudsman reports to 
Congress, oversaw high-
level analysis about con-
sumer complaints, and 
identified areas of im-
provement in the federal 
and private student loan 
markets. Her team’s 
work identifying con-
sumer harm to bor-
rowers pursuing public 
service loan forgiveness 
led Congress to dedicate 
$700 million in 2018 to 
create a limited opportu-
nity for expanded relief 
for borrowers. Following 
five years at the CFPB, 
Latreille co-founded 
the Student Borrower 
Protection Center and 
served as its director of 
research and advocacy.

WARREN MCCARTY was 
named a principal with 
Caldwell Cassady & 
Curry in Dallas. McCarty 
has played vital roles in 
many of the firm’s most 
notable courtroom vic-
tories, including last 
year’s complete defense 
victory for United King-
dom-based World Pro-
gramming Ltd. in a 
copyright and patent in-
fringement lawsuit filed 
by SAS Institute Inc.

2014
BRIAN MINK was named 
general counsel, vice 
president of risk man-
agement and corporate 
secretary for InTown 
Suites, a national ex-
tended-stay chain 
based in Atlanta. Mink 
also teaches Legal Ana-
lytics and Innovation 
as an adjunct profes-
sor at the University of 
Georgia School of Law.

SAVERIO S. ROMEO joined 
the litigation department 
at Fox Rothschild in 
Philadelphia. Romeo 
focuses his practice 
on white-collar 
criminal defense and 
complex commercial 
litigation. He has 
represented clients in 
U.S. Justice Department 
investigations, as well 
as in matters involving 
alleged violations of 
consumer financial 
protection laws, health 
care statutes, the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act, 
the False Claims Act and 
Anti-Kickback statutes. 

JESSICA THOMPSON 

joined the apparel 
company Bombas as 

senior commercial 
counsel in New York 
City. She previously 
practiced with Kluk 
Farber Law and 
Cleary Gottlieb, both 
also in New York.

2016
WILL D. MORTENSON was 
elected to the South 
Dakota House of 
Representatives in 
2020 and finished up 
his first legislative 
session earlier this 
year. He writes, 
“While I had a 
generally productive 
year, most notably I 
filed the first articles 
of impeachment in 
state history against 
the current attorney 
general, who is a 
member of my party.”

WILLIAM TOWNSHEND 
is an associate with 
Brann & Isaacson 
in Lewiston, Maine. 
Townshend focuses 
on estate planning, 
as well as tax and 
corporate law. He 
was previously with 
Withersworldwide 
in Greenwich, 
Conn., where he 
advised clients on 
international and 
domestic estate 
planning, succession 
planning for family 
businesses, and 
state and federal tax 
disputes.

2019
STEPHEN FRITZ is an 
associate in the 
litigation practice 
group at Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings in 
Jackson, Miss. Before 
joining the firm, Fritz 
clerked for Judge Rhesa 
H. Barksdale on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit.

2009

DLA Piper partner 
JAMILA WILLIS, co-chair 
of the firm’s consumer 
goods and retail sector 
and chair of the New 
York office’s restructur-
ing practice, was named 
to Bloomberg Law’s 
inaugural They’ve Got 
Next: 40 Under 40 list 
highlighting up-and-
coming attorneys across 
various practices. 

Willis’ recent work 
includes representing 
Abengoa and its sub-
sidiaries in their global 
restructuring, medical 
device manufacturer 
REVA Medical Inc. in 
connection with its pre-
packaged restructuring 
transaction, and Otsuka 
America Pharmaceuti-
cal Inc. in connection 
with its acquisition of 
substantially all assets of 
Proteus Digital Health.

2010

ALEXANDRA GARRISON 

BARNETT was elected 
partner with Alston & 
Bird’s labor and em-
ployment team in 
Atlanta. Barnett coun-
sels and defends em-
ployers in actions 
brought under state 
common law and 
federal law, including 
the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, Family 
and Medical Leave Act, 
and Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act. In addition, 
she defends employers 
in complex employment 
class actions, conducts 
internal investigations 
and advises on employ-
ment-related issues 
arising in corporate 
transactions.

WILLIAM STOWE was se-
lected for inclusion in 
the 2021 Super Lawyers 
Texas Rising Star list. 
Stowe is a partner with 
Jackson Walker in 
Houston. His practice 
focuses on commercial 
transactions, regula-
tory and compliance, 
and business litigation. 

NATHAN WACKER was part 
of a team that worked 
to free Jonathan Smith 
after 21 years of wrong-
ful imprisonment for 
murder. Wacker worked 
on the case pro bono, in 
addition to maintaining 
his tax controversy prac-
tice with Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher and 
Flom in Washington, 
D.C. The Skadden team 
and members of the In-
nocence Project will 
continue to work for 
Smith’s full vindication.

2011
NOAH GALTON was selected 
for inclusion on the 2021 
Super Lawyers Texas 
rising stars list. Galton is 
a partner with Jackson 
Walker in Austin. His 
practice focuses on 
commercial litiga-
tion, including eminent 
domain, real estate liti-
gation, litigating issues 
surrounding govern-
mental/sovereign im-
munity and general 
business litigation. 

JOHN KAERCHER joined 
Kirkland & Ellis as a 
partner in the corpo-
rate practice group to 
help launch its Austin 
office. Kaercher coun-
sels clients on complex 
transactions, includ-
ing domestic and cross-
border mergers and ac-
quisitions, divestitures, 
special purpose acquisi-
tion companies, private 
equity, and public and 
private securities offer-
ings, with a particular 
focus on the technol-
ogy, media, telecommu-
nications and energy 
sectors. Kaercher was 
co-chair of his prior 
firm’s private equity 
pillar and was recog-

nized as a Texas Super 
Lawyers rising star in 
2018, 2019 and 2020.

2012

WILLIAM BLOOM joined 
the litigation group at 
Maynard Cooper & Gale 
in Birmingham, Ala., 
as of counsel. Bloom 
focuses his practice in 
the areas of complex 
commercial, appellate 
and securities litigation 
matters. In addition, he 
works with and advises 
clients facing crisis man-
agement situations and 
disruptive investigations.

ALLISON LANSELL was pro-
moted to partner at Rolf 
Goffman Martin Lang in 
Cleveland. Lansell repre-
sents health care provid-
ers in the long-term care 
industry. She has been 
named a Super Lawyers 
rising star in health 
care since 2017. Lan-
sell’s practice focuses on 
compliance and trans-
actions, licensure and 
certification, fraud and 
abuse, and tax issues for 
nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, inde-
pendent living facilities, 
home health agencies 
and hospices.

JESSICA R. ROSE has been 
promoted to partner 
at Reed Smith in Pitts-
burgh. Rose is a member 
of the real estate group. 
Her practice is built 
around various com-
mercial transactions, 
including property ac-
quisitions and disposi-
tions, leasing and loans 
secured by commercial 
real estate. Rose’s expe-
rience includes assist-
ing real estate invest-
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7 YOUNG ALUMNI 
RECOGNIZED
Five alumni were among Law360’s 
Rising Stars for 2021, a list of attorneys 
under 40 whose accomplishments as 
lawyers “transcend their age.” In ad-
dition, two other alumni were named 
to Bloomberg Law’s 40 Under 40 list.

Rising Star honorees were selected 
based on their career accomplish-
ments in their respective disciplines.

MARISSA BOYNTON ’09 of Latham & 
Watkins in Washington, D.C., was 
named a top cybersecurity and pri-
vacy attorney for guiding Facebook 
through its global response to a data 
breach, as well as representing one of 
nine technology companies in a novel 
Federal Trade Commission inquiry.

KYLE P. BRINKMAN ’10 of Blank Rome 
in D.C. was named a top insurance 
litigator for taking a prominent role 
in several policyholder-side real es-
tate disputes, including representing 
publicly traded real estate investment 
fund Urban Edge Properties in a $40 
million COVID-19 business interrup-
tion suit.

TRISTAN MORALES ’11 of O’Melveny 
& Myers in D.C. was named a top 
transportation attorney for suc-
cessfully defending American Air-
lines, United Airlines and other air 
carriers in multiple class actions.

MELANIE WILSON RUGHANI ’07 of Crowe 
& Dunlevy in Oklahoma City was 
named a top appellate law attorney 
after scoring several major appellate 
victories in Oklahoma, including lead-
ing the legal side of a successful fight to 
expand Medicaid eligibility in the state.

ELIZABETH TUAN ’13 of Irell & Manella 
in Los Angeles was named a top intel-
lectual property attorney for helping 
VLSI Technology win a $2 billion ver-
dict, and Juno Therapeutics and Sloan 
Kettering win a $752 million verdict.

The 40 Under 40 list recognizes “the accomplishments 
of sterling young lawyers nationwide.”

KRISTEN RIEMENSCHNEIDER ’06 of Arnold & Porter Kaye 
Scholer in D.C. was singled out under the health care and 
life sciences category for her work on COVID-19 counter-
measures that resulted in deals for the U.S. procurement 
of hundreds of millions of doses of vaccines as well as 
millions of doses of therapeutic antibodies.

JAMILA WILLIS ’09, a partner at DLA Piper  in New 
York City who focuses on debtor-side restructuring, 
was recognized for her work in bankruptcy law; she 
counts her representation of Abengoa and its subsidiaries 
in their multijurisdictional, global restructuring as a 
career highlight. She serves as co-chair of the firm’s 
consumer goods and retail sector and chair of the New 
York Restructuring practice.

—Mike Fox
FROM TOP: 
Marissa Boynton ’09, Kyle P. Brinkman ’10, Tristan Morales ’11, Melanie Wilson 
Rughani ’07, Elizabeth Tuan ’13, Kristen Riemenschneider ’06, Jamila Willis ’09

TUROFF ’04 PROMOTED TO 
GENERAL COUNSEL OF HERSHEY 
The Hershey Co. promoted JAMES TUROFF ’04 to senior 
vice president, general counsel and secretary on May 20. 
Turoff had been serving as acting general counsel at the 
Pennsylvania confectioner since December.

“I’ve been really fortunate to have people who invested 
in me early, whether partners at a law firm or in-house, 
but at every stop along the way,” he said in an interview 
with Law360. “It made all the difference in any success 
I had and being where I am today.”

Turoff leads the company’s global legal, compliance 
and ethics, government relations, corporate security and 
corporate secretary teams. He told Law360 that his goals 
are advancing the executive committee’s diversity, equity 
and inclusion initiatives, and applying what was learned 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as the benefits of a 
flexible workforce. He reports directly to Chairwoman 
and CEO Michele Buck. 

“James brings depth of experience and has proven 
how to effectively work and lead across legal disciplines, 
balancing our enterprise ambitions with sound risk and 
opportunity management,” Buck said in a statement. “He 
has risen through the legal department here at Hershey 
and understands the complexities and opportunities 
within the business. He has earned the trust and respect 
of our entire leadership team and our Board of Directors, 
and I look forward to partnering with him as we continue 
to drive growth.”

 Before becoming acting general counsel, Turoff served 
as vice president and deputy general counsel. Prior to 
joining Hershey in 2014, Turoff was assistant general 
counsel at Harsco Corp. and director for corporate 
governance and securities at The Scotts Miracle-Gro 
Co., where he also served as assistant secretary.

—Mike Fox
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ALUMNI BOOKS
NONFICTION

THE COHERENCE 
EFFECT
Tapping into the Laws of Nature 
that Govern Health, Happiness, 
and Higher Brain Functioning
JAY B. MARCUS ’66,  
ROBERT KEITH WALLACE AND 
CHRISTOPHER S. CLARK
ARMIN LEAR PRESS

This book describes a 
health routine followed 
by yogis that the authors 
say is useful in helping 
certain chronic ailments. 

YOUR SYMPHONY 
OF SELVES
Discover and Understand 
More of Who We Are
JORDAN GRUBER ’88 AND 
JAMES FADIMAN

PARK STREET PRESS

The authors aim to help 
readers become more 
accepting of different 
aspects of themselves 
and others. They explore 
the concept of healthy 
multiple selves in 
science, popular culture, 
spirituality, philosophy, 
art, literature and ancient 
traditions, and reference 
public figures, such as 
musicians David Bowie 
and Beyoncé, who have 

described accessing their 
other selves at pivotal 
moments in their lives.

EXPLORING 
DISCRIMINATION
Sex, Disability, and Genetic 
Information
ABIGAIL L. PERDUE ’07
CAROLINA ACADEMIC PRESS

This interdisciplinary 
book explores why and 
how people discriminate, 
as well as how the law 
aims to prevent and 
punish such behavior. 
Relying on law, science 
research and historical 
accounts, the book aims to 
encourage educators to 

teach inclusive courses as 
opportunities for mean-
ingful dialogue. Each 
chapter ends with a list of 
provocative questions and 
thought experiments to 
invite deeper reflection.

CASES WITHOUT 
CONTROVERSIES
Uncontested Adjudication in 
Article III Courts
JAMES PFANDER ’82
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Pfander examines the 
power of U.S. federal 
courts to hear and deter-
mine uncontested appli-
cations to assert or regis-
ter a claim of right. By 
recounting the tradition 
of naturalization and 
other uncontested litiga-
tion in antebellum 
America and coupling 
that tradition with an 
account of the important 
difference between cases 
and controversies, this 
book challenges the 
prevailing understanding 
of Article III. In addition 
to defending the power 
of federal courts to hear 
uncontested matters of 
federal law, the book 
examines how the Con-
stitution’s meaning has 
changed over time.

IN THE ARENA
A Memoir of Love, War, 
and Politics
CHUCK ROBB ’73
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA PRESS

In December 1967, Chuck 
Robb was catapulted onto 
the national scene when 
he married Lynda Bird 

Johnson, the daughter of 
President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, in a nationally 
broadcast White House 
wedding. Shortly thereaf-
ter, Robb, a U.S. Marine, 
deployed to Vietnam, 
where he commanded 
India Company of the 3rd 
Battalion, 7th Regiment, 
and was awarded the 
Bronze Star. These two 
experiences—seemingly 
polar opposites—illus-
trate much about the 
eventual Virginia gover-
nor and U.S. senator, 
whose memoir explores 
family and civic duty.

FAMILY LAW
Theory, Practice, and Forms
CRAIG W. SAMPSON ’93
THOMSON REUTERS

The ninth volume of the 
Virginia Practice Series 
presents the existing 
Virginia blackletter law 
and discusses the law’s 
underlying rationale 
and practical applica-
tion in court. The publi-
cation discusses family 
law trends in other 
jurisdictions where 
Virginia precedent is 
outdated or lacking, and 
suggests where Virginia 
family law might 
change in the future.

THE CONSCIENCE 
CODE
Lead With Your Values. 
Advance Your Career.
G. RICHARD SHELL ’81
HARPERCOLLINS LEADERSHIP

From his senior posi-
tion as a professor at the 

ALUMNI BOOKS

ALUMNI BOOKSALUMNI BOOKS

OFF OUR CHESTS
A CANDID TOUR THROUGH THE WORLD OF CANCER

LIZA MARSHALL ’90 
AND JOHN MARSHALL
IDEAPRESS PUBLISHING

LIZA MARSHALL WAS 43 when she was diagnosed with 
a high-risk breast cancer, which at the time, in 2006, 
had a survival rate of just 50%. Her husband, John 
Marshall, now director of the Ruesch Center for the 
Cure of Gastrointestinal Cancers and a faculty member 
at Georgetown University, up to that point had been 
outspoken about his resentment and envy of the 
dominance of breast cancer advocacy and research.

Then they depended on that research to save Liza’s 
life.

“This was a personal journey that we thought we 
should share with others,” John told WAMU, “because 
… we are not alone. One in three of us will be facing 
cancer ourselves, which means almost every individual 
will be touched quite closely with a cancer diagnosis.”

“Off Our Chests” details both Liza’s treatment, 
including difficult decisions she had to make, from 
mastectomy to chemotherapy and radiation, and John’s 

journey as a caregiver, which prompts him to rethink his role as a professor and doctor 
to cancer patients. As Liza explained to NBC 4 in Washington, John came to terms “with 
my diagnosis and the fact that the research funding that had been accumulated and 
used by breast cancer researchers really probably did lead to my cure.”

John told NBC that he realized that though surgeons, oncologists, social workers 
and nurses all play a role in tackling cancer and its consequences, “what we don’t really 
spend very much time on down there at the hospital is your heart and your soul.”

—Mary Wood

FICTIONWharton School, Shell 
has noticed a disturbing 
trend in recent years: 
More and more MBA 
students are arriving as 
what he calls “ethics 
refugees”: They have 
quit their post-college 
jobs after being pres-
sured to engage in un-
ethical, sometimes 
illegal, behavior they 
knew to be wrong. 
Facing the choice 
between “career or 
conscience,” they have 
chosen to quit, hoping a 
few years in graduate 
school will help them 
find a new track. The 
book suggests a differ-
ent path, that of recog-
nizing such conflicts 
are coming and learn-
ing to prepare for them.

THE DESK REFERENCE 
COMPANION TO 
THE CALIFORNIA 
CONSUMER PRIVACY 
ACT AND THE 
CALIFORNIA PRIVACY 
RIGHTS ACT
DAVID ZETOONY ’03
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

The California Con-
sumer Privacy Act of 
2018 and the California 
Privacy Rights Act of 
2020 have changed how 
businesses approach 
privacy compliance. The 
statutes established a 
comprehensive data 
privacy regulatory 
scheme for the first time 
in the United States. 
However, that scheme is 
complex and does not 
fully comport with pri-
vacy-related regulatory 
schemes outside of the 
U.S. or privacy-related 
schemes that have been 
subsequently enacted in 
other states. This refer-
ence guide collects more 
than 500 of the most 
common questions con-
cerning the CCPA and 
the CPRA.

THE NEW DOGS OF WAR
Nonstate Actor Violence in 
International Politics
WARD J. THOMAS ’88
CORNELL UNIVERSITY PRESS

Thomas argues that 
normative changes in 
the decades after World 
War II produced a 
“crisis of coherence” for 
formal and informal 
rules against nonstate 
violence. In detailed 
case studies of nonstate 
militias, transnational 
terrorist networks and 
private military contrac-
tors, Thomas explains 
how forces contesting 
state prerogatives ex-
ploited this crisis, which 
in turn reshaped inter-
national understandings 
of who could legitimate-
ly use force.

FIGHTING POLITICAL 
GRIDLOCK
How States Shape Our Nation 
and Our Lives
DAVID J. TOSCANO ’86
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA PRESS

In this polarized era, 
Toscano reveals how the 
states are working 
around the impasse in 
Washington and how 
their work is increas-
ingly shaping society. 
Long a central figure in 
the Virginia House of 
Delegates, Toscano 
details how states are 
attacking issues in dif-
ferent ways—from edu-
cation and voting to 
criminal justice and 
climate change.

A GAMBLING MAN
DAVID BALDACCI ’86
GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING

The 1950s are on the 
horizon, and Aloysius 
Archer is in dire need of a 
fresh start. Arriving in 
California, Archer lands a 
job in the office of private 
investigator Willie Dash, a 
former FBI agent. In 
doing so, Archer finds 
himself in the thick of a 
potential scandal involv-

ing a wealthy mayoral 
candidate. As bodies begin 
falling, Archer and Dash 
must infiltrate the world 
of brothels, gambling 
dens, drug operations and 
long-hidden secrets.

THE ESSENCE OF 
NATHAN BIDDLE
J. WILLIAM LEWIS ’68
GREENLEAF BOOK GROUP

Kit Biddle is a rising prep 
school senior faced with a 
unique psychological 

burden: His intelligent 
but unstable Uncle Nat 
has committed an un-
speakable act on what, 
according to the uncle’s 
deranged account, were 
direct orders from God. 
The tragedy haunting his 
family follows Biddle, and 
he spirals into despair and 
self-destruction. But 
when his irrational deci-
sion to steal a mainte-
nance truck and speed 
down the highway ends in 
a horrific accident, Biddle 
is forced to examine his 
version of reality.

THE PERFECT 
MARRIAGE
ADAM MITZNER ’89
THOMAS & MERCER

James and Jessica 
Sommers are celebrat ing 
their first blissful year 
together, an unex pected 
second chance at true 
love. But when James 
enters into an 
extraordinarily profit
able, if shady, transac
tion with a beautiful art 
dealer, the seemingly 
perfect marriage takes a 
dark and tragic turn.

THE ALLERGIC BOY 
VERSUS THE 
LEFT-HANDED GIRL
MICHAEL KUN ’88
THE SAGER GROUP

MICHAEL KUN ’88 TOLD LAW360 in June that his new 
book was 35 years in the making. That would mean 
the Epstein Becker Green attorney hatched the idea 
as a UVA Law student. Perhaps not surprisingly, the 
story features a legal claim.

“The Allergic Boy Versus the Left-Handed Girl” 
is the story of Jimmy Nail, who picks up the popular 
novel “The Left-Handed Girl” and recognizes the 
work as his own writing. Nail had given his fiction to 
a college friend to read, then dropped out of school 
and joined the Army. A traumatic head injury followed, 
leaving him addled. Yet he’s certain the work is his, 
even if he can’t seem to prove it.

The book arrived in May during a successful year 
for Kun. The independent film “Eat Wheaties!” was 
released widely the month before. Based on his 2003 
book “The Locklear Letters,” the film was described by The Chicago Sun Times as “one 
of the most endearing movies about light stalking you’ll ever see.”

In 1990, Kun published his first novel, “A Thousand Benjamins,” to enthusiastic reviews. 
But expectations—both his own and those of his law firm employers—created a 13-year 
publishing lull. “His disappearance led to rumors of his death, many of which appeared 
on customer reviews on amazon.com,” Kun notes on his personal website.

But he never stopped writing, and he’s made up for the seemingly lost time. “The 
Allergic Boy” is his seventh novel, following 2016’s “We Are Still Tornadoes.” He’s also 
written three “Uncyclopedia” books—two about sports and one on movies.

Kun told Law360, “I always try to encourage young people, particularly young lawyers, if 
there are things that you’re really passionate about, make sure you can still find time for it.”

—Eric Williamson
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Louis Brenner ’48 
PORTSMOUTH, VA.

May 14, 2021 

Thomas Maurice Miller ’48
RICHMOND, VA.

June 9, 2021

 
Wilson B. Partridge ’48 

SONOMA, CALIF.

January 29, 2021 

Herbert K. Bangel ’50 
PORTSMOUTH, VA.

March 11, 2021 

Sidney G. Dillon ’51 
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP, N.J. 

Feb. 4, 2021 

Robert D. Bruce ’52 
BOYNTON BEACH, FLA. 

May 23, 2021 

Frank H. Parlier ’52 
ARLINGTON, VA. 

Feb. 7, 2021 

Fletcher D. Watson ’52 
COVINGTON, VA. 

Jan. 26, 2021 

George Blow ’53 
WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 

May 15, 2021 

R. Taylor McLean ’53 
BALTIMORE

Jan. 15, 2021 

William E. Rollow ’53 
GREAT FALLS, VA. 

Feb. 4, 2021 

John W. Warner ’53 
ALEXANDRIA, VA. 

May 25, 2021 

David L. Good ’55 
BETHESDA, MD. 

May 28, 2021 

Thomas F. Hairston ’55 
SAVANNAH, GA. 

April 19, 2021 

William L. Littlejohn ’55 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

May 8, 2021 

George L. Cohen ’56 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C.

Feb. 9, 2021 

Lawrence L. Barroll ’57 
SAVANNAH, GA. 

March 28, 2021 

James W. Chapin ’57 
SAN RAFAEL, CALIF. 

Feb. 22, 2021 

George W. Gowen II ’57 
NEW YORK

March 14, 2021 

Lewis F. Norton ’58 
SARASOTA, FLA. 

Jan. 25, 2021 

Richard E. Dixon ’59 
CLIFTON, VA. 

July 12, 2021 

Malcolm S. Underwood Jr. ’59 
STUARTS DRAFT, VA. 

July 9, 2021 

Robert G. Butcher Jr. ’60 
MIDLOTHIAN, VA. 

April 6, 2021

Andrew P. Miller ’60 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

July 2, 2021

Bobby S. Payne ’60 
BROOKFIELD, CONN. 

June 15, 2021 

Paul David Greer ’61 
MARION, VA. 

Feb. 4, 2021 

Alan A. Green ’62 
NAPLES, FLA. 

June 18, 2021 

Robert C. Hilton ’62 
NASHVILLE, TENN.

April 7, 2021 

James P. Carroll ’64 
RUTLAND, VT. 

July 2, 2021 

William Hutchings Overbey Jr. ’64 
RUSTBURG, VA. 

March 4, 2021 

Harry J. Arnold Jr. ’65 
VERO BEACH, FLA. 

March 29, 2021 

William F. Clinger Jr. ’65 
NAPLES, FLA. 
May 28, 2021 

William M. Grant Jr. ’65 
GREENVILLE, S.C. 

March 18, 2021 

Calvin Waverly Parker ’65 
RUCKERSVILLE, VA. 

July 13, 2021 

Ronald W. Tydings ’66 
CHARLOTTESVILLE

March 28, 2021 

Chandler L. Van Orman ’66 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

May 10, 2021 

John A. Dezio ’67 
CHARLOTTESVILLE

July 6, 2021 

Daniel K. Read ’67 
BRISTOL, VA. 

May 14, 2021 

Robert J. Woolsey ’67 
JERSEY CITY, N.J. 

March 7, 2019 

Robert W. Ashmore ’69 
DECATUR, GA. 

Jan. 25, 2021 

John T. DeFazio ’69 
LISBON, OHIO 

Feb. 18, 2021 

Kevan Foss Smith ’69 
SALT LAKE CITY

March 21, 2021 

Julian S. Mack ’72 
DURHAM, N.C. 

March 18, 2021 

David C. Alexander III ’73
PHOENIX

April 4, 2021 

Carl B. Nelson Jr. ’73 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

May 29, 2021 

Willard P. McCrone ’74
MONTEREY, CALIF. 

February 7, 2021 

John S. Reed II ’74 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

July 9, 2021 

Jack L. Richtsmeier ’74 
DENVER 

March 18, 2021 

Glenn R. Croshaw ’75 
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. 

May 14, 2021 

Michael K. Kennedy ’75 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ. 

Feb. 9, 2021 

Robert M. Quillian ’76 
OLYMPIA, WASH. 

Feb. 11, 2020 

Daniel C. Bird Jr. ’77 
IVY, VA. 

Sept. 27, 2020 

Edwin H. Rouh Jr. ’77 
CHERRY HILL, N.J. 

July 18, 2021 

David W. R. Wawro ’77 
DELHI, N.Y. 

Feb. 21, 2021 

Malcolm P. Friddell ’78 
RICHMOND, VA. 

March 12, 2021 

John Gregory Odom ’78 
HAHIRA, GA. 

May 15, 2021 

Frank J. Carmel ’79 
GREAT FALLS, VA. 

March 20, 2021 

Thomas F. Farrell II ’79 
HENRICO, VA. 

April 2, 2021 

David L. Markell ’79 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA. 

March 22, 2021 

Edward A. Mearns III ’79 
SURRY, VA. 

March 15, 2021 

William R. Cohrs ’80 
COPPELL, TEXAS 

Jan. 21, 2021 

Harry Shulman ’85 
SAN FRANCISCO 

June 22, 2021 

Christopher Hiekka Langbein ’09 
CHICAGO 

May 5, 2021 

IN MEMORIAM
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Deborah Boardman ’00  JUDGE, U.S. DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

WHAT DID YOU TAKE AWAY from your work in Maryland’s 
Federal Public Defender’s Office? 

I spent 11 years as an assistant federal public defender. I 
worked on nearly every type of federal criminal 

case, but most of my clients were poor, young 
Black men from Baltimore City charged with 

gun and drug crimes. Each one had a dif-
ferent life story to tell. But, to a person, 

every one of them experienced ne-
glect, abuse or poverty as a child. 

None of them was afforded the 
educational opportunities I 
had. Their access to health 
care was limited, and the 
health care they did receive 
was often substandard. Pub-
lic defenders have a unique 
view into the socioeconomic 
causes of criminal behavior. 

 
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BEST 

DAY ON THE FEDERAL BENCH 
so far—either as a magistrate or 

District Court judge?
I can’t say a particular day stands out. As 

a judge, you don’t find satisfaction in the outcome of a 
particular case. You find satisfaction in listening carefully to 
the parties’ arguments, culling through the record without 
an agenda and impartially applying the law to the facts. 
My best days on the bench are when I faithfully adhere 
to that process.

YOU HAVE THE LAST WORD. What do you want to say? 
Follow your gut—always, and in every decision you make. 
All of us have an inner voice that guides us. When you follow 
it, you can’t go wrong. When you don’t, you’ll wish you had.

After my 2L year, I was a summer associate at Hogan & Hartson, now known as Hogan Lovells, in 
Washington, D.C. One of the reasons I chose Hogan was its commitment to pro bono work and its 
nationally recognized pro bono group. As a young litigation associate, I sought out pro bono matters 
that were important to me and allowed me to get direct client contact and litigation experience. After 
a few years, I was selected to serve as the senior associate in the firm’s pro bono group. For nearly 
two years, I worked exclusively on the firm’s largest pro bono matters. For a young litigator interested 
in serving the poor and defending civil rights, it was a dream job.  
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THE LAST WORD

TELL US ABOUT YOUR PATH to becoming a pro bono litigator at Hogan Lovells.

WHAT WERE SOME of your most memorable cases 
in that role?

I and a team of very talented attorneys were honored to rep-
resent a former Navy sailor wrongfully convicted of the 
rape and murder of a Navy sailor’s wife in Norfolk, 
Virginia. Our client, one of four wrongfully 
convicted men, commonly called the “Norfolk 
Four,” was serving a life sentence when we 
filed a habeas corpus petition seeking 
to overturn his conviction. We won 
at the state trial court level and 
defended the victory through 
appeal to the Fourth Circuit. 
Our team persuaded Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe to release 
them from prison. Years later, 
Gov. McAuliffe granted them 
absolute pardons, and they 
were exonerated. 

I also had the honor of rep-
resenting Black members of the 
Secret Service who challenged 
the discriminatory promotion 
practices of the federal law enforce-
ment agency. These brave officers, dedi-
cated to protecting our presidents, were sys-
tematically denied promotions into upper management. 
The case eventually settled, and as part of the settlement, the 
Secret Service overhauled its promotion selection process. 

WHAT DID YOU LEARN from these cases?
From my colleagues, I learned about effective advocacy. 
From the judges presiding over the cases, I learned about 
the importance of knowing and reading your audience. 
But most importantly, from my clients, I learned how 
resilient the human spirit can be under the most difficult 
circumstances. 
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Events
DEC. 6 WASHINGTON, D.C.
Metropolitan Club
6:30-8:30 P.M. 

HOLIDAY RECEPTION

DEC. 13 CHARLOTTESVILLE
Greencroft
6-7:30 P.M.

 
HOLIDAY 

RECEPTION

JAN. 22 LOS ANGELES
Craft
6-7:30 P.M.

 RECEPTION

JAN. 23 SAN FRANCISCO
The Olympic Club City Clubhouse
11:45 A.M.

 RECEPTION  
12:15 P.M. 

LUNCH

JAN. 23 PALO ALTO
The Village Pub
6-7:30 P.M.

 RECEPTION

FEB. 7 ATLANTA
W Atlanta Midtown
11:45 A.M.

 RECEPTION  
12:15 P.M.

 LUNCH

FEB. 7 BIRMINGHAM
City Club Birmingham
6-7:30 P.M. 

RECEPTION

FEB. 21 NEW YORK CITY
Yale Club
11:45 A.M. 

RECEPTION  
12:15 P.M. 

LUNCH

MARCH 21 NORTHERN VIRGINIA
The Ritz-Carlton Tysons Corner
6:30-8 P.M.

 RECEPTION

JUNE 4 WASHINGTON, D.C.
The Willard
11:45 A.M.

 RECEPTION  
12:15 P.M. 

LUNCH

JUNE 13 RICHMOND
Jefferson Hotel 
6-7:30 P.M. 

RECEPTION

Alumni Weekend
MAY 13-15  
FOR THE CLASSES OF: 

1962, 1967, 1972, 1977,
1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 
2007, 2012, 2017, 2020 
AND THE  Lile Law Society
ALL ALUMNI ARE WELCOME.

CONNECT 
WITH ALUMNI AT A 
RECEPTION NEAR YOU. 
law.virginia.edu/alumni
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