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From Dean RISA GOLUBOFF

T
his is a year of firsts and new beginnings for me. Two months ago, 
I welcomed the Class of 2019 to the Law School. They are the first class I 
will shepherd through as dean. A few weeks later, I gave my first 
State of the Law School address to our administration and staff, 
hosted my first faculty lunch, and spoke at my first alumni event. 
Every one of these opportunities renewed the appreciation and 

affection I feel for the Law School, a place I have cherished since coming to 
Charlottesville 15 years ago.

That is a short time in the life of an almost 200-year-old institution. We are 
part of a larger story with many firsts, some of them featured here. The first 
professor of law at the University of Virginia, hired after a lengthy search led by 
Thomas Jefferson, taught our first classes in Pavilion III on the Lawn. Gregory 
Swanson, our first African-American student, became an inspiration to future students and 
paved the way for the diverse community we have become. A long series of firsts have made 
the Law School what it is today. And what a wonderful thing that is. Virginia continues to 
be, as it has always been, a vital and generous place, full of intellectual energy and goodness, 
the hallmarks of our culture.

We are opening doors for our students in ways that are sustained and unique among our 
peers. This is the 10th year we have been bringing cases to the U.S. Supreme Court through 
our Supreme Court Litigation Clinic, which claims one of the highest rates of cert petitions 
granted. We had a winning year in the U.S. Courts of Appeals—we were undefeated in the 
Fourth Circuit—and had a record number of federal appellate clerkships. Opportunities 
like our externship program, launched three years ago, and the student-run Migrant 
Farmworker Project, launched more than 30 years ago, continue to provide our students 
with yet more options for learning and doing in order to hit the ground running when they 
enter the workplace.

The breadth of our students’ experiences at the Law School is exceeded only by 
their wider array of pursuits after graduation. The alumni in these pages range from 
entertainment industry heads to Senate counsel, from financial and global executives to 
legal aid and civil liberties directors, from appellate advocates and judges to ambassadors. 
The challenges they face and the problems they solve remind us that we are preparing our 
students not only for their first jobs but for a lifetime of practice, service and leadership. 

Our faculty know this well. They are scholars and lawyers. They teach how to analyze and 
how to reason, and they take from their lessons as much as they give. They are celebrated 
in academia, highly cited by state and federal courts, and regularly invited to testify before 
Congress. You will see their quality and reach, including a special focus on our renowned 
tax faculty and a roundup of new professors with keen interests in property, federal courts 
and environmental law. 

It is my privilege and pleasure to call this institution my home, and to call everyone 
associated with it my family. There are few institutions of any kind that generate the kind of 
love, loyalty and support that this law school enjoys. It is well deserved.
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Alumni in the 
Entertainment Industry

Ready 
for Risa

A Supreme 
10 Years

Sizing Up the 
Supreme Court Term

Undefeated 
in the Fourth Circuit

Faculty Focus: 
Tax Law

Watching Out 
for Farm Workers

The First 
Law Professor

Embarking With the 
Ambassador to Finland ❱ THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA’S ICONIC ROTUNDA, designed by UVA founder Thomas Jefferson, was recently renovated and reopened to the public in September. In 

addition to a complete exterior renovation, the building now has a historical display room, classroom space and several study areas, which include previously unopened galleries. 
In the Dome Room, visitors can see newly carved mahogany capitals on the interior columns, a new acoustic plaster ceiling and a new oculus in the copper dome roof. 
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“SOMETIMES 
A JUDGE 

emphasizes the 
resolve of a sur-
vivor, and says 
we’re lucky to 
have them as 

part of our 
country, and 
that’s really 

healing. 
There are things 

to be idealistic 
about. It’s part of 
what keeps you 
in the mix, on 

the front lines.”
 

—HEATHER 
AXFORD ’07, 

Central American Legal 

Assistance attorney, on 

helping immigrants 

seeking legal services 

(The New Yorker)

 
“THE 

LIBERAL 
justices are 
willing to 

protect religious 
liberty when 

their more 
favored issues 

are not at stake, 
or perhaps when 
the case is clear 

enough.”  

—PROFESSOR 
DOUGLAS 
LAYCOCK 

on the 

U.S. Supreme Court 

and religious liberty 

(USA Today) 

“THE BEST way to stop police 
brutality is not, as is sometimes 

assumed, lawsuits or crimi-
nal prosecutions against 

aggressive officers. … 
The only effective 

mechanism for address-
ing police brutality is 

top-down, systemic 
reform of the police 

organization itself. By stepping 
up to focus on what the organization 

can do, police departments have a 
better chance of saving more lives—

both black and blue ones.” 

—PROFESSOR BARBARA ARMACOST ’89   
(Harvard Business Review) 

“It’s 
particularly 
important 

that colleges 
and universities 

remain bastions of free 
speech. Intellectual 
inquiry requires the 
freedom to explore 
any subject, any theme, 
any idea.” 

—JOSH WHEELER ’92, director of the First 

Amendment Clinic and director of the Thomas Jeffer-

son Center for the Protection of Free Expression, in 

announcing that 50 schools were receiving the center’s 

annual Jefferson Muzzle Awards (CBS 19)

“I THINK we are facing a threat 
that is even more substantial 

and more challenging 
than 9/11 was … You’re 

dealing with this virus. 
You’re dealing with a 

society that’s so highly 
polarized where there are 

many, many young people 
who are angry and disaffected.”  

—PROFESSOR RICHARD BONNIE ’69, who 

has helped shape policy following previous mass 

shootings, commenting on the mass murder 

in an Orlando nightclub (NBC 29)

“POLICE FEAR legally carried 
weapons as well as illegally carried 
ones. Since generous carry laws 

likely mean that police 
will encounter more 

armed individuals, 
even randomly, as 
in a traffic stop, it’s 
time to think a lot 
more about the role 

gun carry laws might 
play in police fear and 

police shootings.”
—PROFESSOR RACHEL HARMON (Slate)

“What we do not 
have are the 

corresponding 
protections of the 

criminal law-
enforcement 

system for the 
accused.”

—PROFESSOR 
ANDREW VOLLMER ’78, 

discussing the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau’s use of aggressive 

civil law enforcement activity 

(The Wall Street Journal)

“[I]SSUING A MARRIAGE 
license to a gay couple is not like 

being forced into armed 
combat or to assist 

with an abortion. 
Matters of life and 
death are sui 
generis. If movants 

truly believe that 
providing services to 

LGBT citizens forces 
them to ‘tinker with the machinery 
of death,’ their animus exceeds 
anything seen in Romer, Windsor, or 
the marriage equality cases.” 

—U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE CARLTON 
REEVES ’89 in his ruling that a Mississippi 

law allowing for religious exemptions for 

services to LGBT community members was 

unconstitutional

“It has taken too 
long to respond 

to a national 
crisis of bad 

forensics.”
—PROFESSOR BRANDON GARRETT in an 

op-ed he wrote on a report, released by the White 

House’s Council of Advisors on Science 

and Technology, that calls on prosecutors 

to stop using unreliable forensics 

(The Washington Post) 

“THE REPUBLICAN 
leadership has surmised that 
there is no political advantage 
to be gained by 

embracing 
pro-environ-

mental policies. It 
is impossible for 
environmental-
ists to build an 
enduring coalition 
if that remains con-
ventional wisdom.”

—PROFESSOR CALE JAFFE ’01, 
director of the Environmental and Regulatory 

Law Clinic, in an op-ed he wrote 

(The Virginian-Pilot)

“This is a victory 
for working women. 

It sends a clear 
message to 
employers that 
pregnancy 
is not 

incompatible with 
the workplace.”

—CHRISTINE TSCHIDERER ’12, an 

attorney for the Washington Lawyers’ Committee 

who helped represent a former Chipotle employee 

in her successful pregnancy discrimination lawsuit 

against the Mexican fast-food chain  

(The Washington Post)

“Victims of terrorism 
deserve our full 

sympathy and 
complete justice 
for their 
injuries. What 
they should not 

do, however, is 
run our national 

security policy. 
What the 
United States 
wants is to call 

wrongdoers to 
account when 
it can, but 

always to reduce 
future risks to the 
American people.” 

—PROFESSOR PAUL STEPHAN ’77, writing 

an op-ed in opposition to the Justice Against Sponsors 

of Terrorism Act. The bill passed after Congress 

overrode President Barack Obama’s veto. 

(The Richmond Times-Dispatch)

“LOOKING AT what the 
constitution does say and doesn’t 

say, historically the power of 
conferring pardons, remitting 
fines, commuting sentences, 
that cluster of powers is a 
power [given] by the constitu-

tion, both at the federal and 
state level ... and the only limits 

to that power are spelled out by the 
constitution itself.”  

—PROFESSOR A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61, 

explaining Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s right to 

restore voting rights to felons in Virginia, 

since the Virginia constitution doesn’t explicitly 

a restriction to the governor’s power 

(The Christian Science Monitor)

QUOTED QUOTED

“WE ARE not 
at a point where 

we should be 
engaging in this 
kind of sweeping 

inquisition of 
people who 

want to come to 
the U.S.” 

—PROFESSOR 
EMERITUS 

DAVID MARTIN 
on Donald Trump’s 

proposed “extreme 

vetting” of immigrants 

(ABC News)

—Collected by 
Kimberly Reich
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1TOP OF THE CLASS 
Jared Kelson ’16 
is the recipient of 

the Faculty Award 
for Academic Excel-
lence for graduating 
with the highest GPA 
in the Class of 2016. 
The Olympia, Wash-
ington, native and 
Brigham Young Uni-
versity graduate is 
now clerking for 
Judge J. Harvie 
Wilkinson III ’72 at 
the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit, and 
will clerk for Judge 

Thomas B. 
Griffith ’85 the fol-
lowing term at the 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of 
Columbia Circuit. 

2ABA HONORS 

TAX PROGRAM 

Students were 
recognized by the 
American Bar Asso-
ciation with the 2016 
Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance 
Award for helping 
taxpayers with their 
returns. UVA’s VITA 

outreach helped 800 
clients on their 2015 
taxes—about 30 per-
cent of the ABA’s 
local-coalition ef-
forts, which are coor-
dinated by the United 
Way Thomas Jeffer-
son Area. 

3WORLD COURT 

CLERKSHIP 
Subarkah Sy-

afruddin LL.M. ’16 
was awarded the 
Orrick Fellowship to 
clerk on the Interna-
tional Court of Jus-

tice, the primary 
judicial branch of the 
United Nations. 
Sponsored by the law 
firm Orrick, Her-
rington & Sutcliffe, 
the fellowship in-
cludes a stipend to 
cover expenses dur-
ing the 10-month ICJ 
University Trainee-
ship Program. The 
Law School is among 
a small group of aca-
demic institutions 
invited to submit 
candidates to the 
traineeship program 
each year. 

4HONOR, 

CHARACTER, 

INTEGRITY 
Class of 2017 mem-
bers Kierstin Fowler, 
Casey T.S. Jonas, 
Charis Redmond and 
Gannam Rifkah were 
awarded this year’s 
Mary Claiborne and 
Roy H. Ritter Prizes. 
The prizes recognize 
members of the 
third-year class who 
best exemplify the 
qualities of honor, 
character and integ-
rity envisioned by 
Thomas Jefferson 
when he founded the 
University of Vir-
ginia. Each recipi-
ent—whose selection 
is based on nomina-
tions from students, 
faculty, staff and 
alumni—receives a 
tuition award. 

52ND MCCURDY 

FELLOW IN 

LEGAL HISTORY 
Ananda Burra, a law-
yer who is complet-
ing his doctorate in 
the history of inter-
national law at the 
University of Michi-
gan, was named the 
second Charles W. 
McCurdy Fellow in 
Legal History. Bur-
ra’s $32,000 stipend 
will help him com-
plete his dissertation, 
“‘Petitioning the 
Mandates’: Anticolo-
nial and Antiracist 
Publics in Interna-
tional Law.” 

6HONORING 

THOSE BEHIND 

THE SCENES 
Kevin Donovan, the 
senior assistant dean 
for career services at 
the Law School, and 
Gary Wood, facilities 
zone manager, were 
named among the 
2016 Leonard W. 
Sandridge Outstand-
ing Contribution 
Award recipients. 

7GPA AWARDS 
Second-year 
law student 

Isabel Tuz was 
awarded the Carl M. 
Franklin Prize for 
earning the highest 
GPA in her class after 
two semesters. 
Third-year law stu-
dent Adam Sorensen 
was awarded the 
Jackson Walker LLP 
Award for earning 
the highest GPA aver-
age in his class after 
four semesters. 

8TEAM 

COMPETITION 
The Extramu-

ral Moot Court 
Team, a student or-
ganization at the 
University of Virginia 
School of Law that 
hones appellate advo-
cacy skills, sent 19 
teams to competi-
tions across the coun-
try in the last school 
year with big results, 
including a recent 
national win at an 
intellectual property 
moot held in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

9 IN SERVICE TO 

OTHERS Ria 
Caldwell ’16 

and Greg Rustico ’16 
received the 2016 
Rosenbloom Award 
for academically 
strong students who 
support their peers. 

10 LILE 

WINNERS 
Ashwin 

Shandilya ’16 and 
Reedy Swanson ’16 
won the 87th Wil-
liam Minor Lile Moot 
Court Competition 
on April 9, defeating 
classmates Nick Ca-
rullo and Jack Welch. 
Swanson and 
Shandilya co-au-
thored the winning 
brief, and Shandilya 
won best oralist.

T
HE LAW SCHOOL ranks No. 3 in the number of professors 
among the top 100 faculty in the country cited by the 
judiciary, according to a new study. Three professors—
Brandon Garrett, Douglas Laycock and Caleb Nelson—
rank among the top 25.

The research, prepared by a team of University of St. 
Thomas (Minnesota) professors who looked at U.S. Su-

preme Court, federal appeals court and state high court decisions from 
2005-14, further ranks UVA Law professors as follows:

❱ Among state supreme courts, criminal law and wrongful convictions 
expert Garrett is the most-cited law professor in the country, and is No. 7 in 
citations among all studied courts.

❱ Saikrishna Prakash, a constitutional law expert with a focus on the 
executive branch, is tied with Garrett to rank fourth in U.S. Supreme Court 
citations and is among the top 100 most-cited professors.

❱ Laycock, a religious liberty and remedies expert, and Nelson, whose 

work focuses on federal courts and statutory interpretation, join Garrett as 
No. 10 and No. 23 on the list of professors most cited by high courts overall.

❱ Virginia has eight professors in the top 100 for judicial citations, a list 
which also includes Kenneth S. Abraham, Richard J. Bonnie ’69, John C. 
Jeffries Jr. ’73 and Frederick Schauer.

Dean Risa Goluboff said that being cited frequently by judges is an im-
portant measure of the impact legal scholars have, not just in the legal com-
munity, but in everyday people’s lives.

“This study confirms what we at UVA have always known: that we have 
top scholars who are expert at both analyzing and changing the law,” Gol-
uboff said. “Our uniquely collegial and pluralist intellectual community 
facilitates the kind of careful, sophisticated academic work that courts 
regularly seek out on even the thorniest issues. When people ask what legal 
scholarship does for the world of legal practice, they should look to UVA.”

—Eric Williamson

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA   SCHOOL OF LAW NOW

 Virginia 
Faculty TOP-RANKED FOR COURT CITATIONS

ACCOLADES

1 4

3 7 5

6 6 10
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CLASS NOTES

JOSH BURK

Lavenski R. Smith
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Eighth Circuit 
DANIEL CALDERA

Tu M. Pham
U.S. District Court 
for the Western District 
of Tennessee 
TANNER CAMP

Michael W. Mosman
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Oregon 
NICHOLAS CARULLO

Gregg J. Costa
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit 
ANDREW C. 

CHAMBERLAIN

Gordon J. Quist
U.S. District Court 
for the Western District 
of Michigan 
STEPHEN COBB

Pamela L. Reeves
U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Tennessee 
ZACHARY COHEN

Ellen Lipton Hollander
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Maryland 
RYAN COMER ’15

Pierre N. Leval
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit 
CLAIRE CONDRO

JULIA S. GIBBONS ’75

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
ADAM CREWS ’15

Sandra S. Ikuta
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit 
NICHOLAS CROWN

T. S. Ellis III
U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Virginia 
MATTHEW D’AURIA

Bruce J. McGiverin
U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Puerto Rico 
JESSICA DELALIO

Kimberly A. Moore
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit 
LUCY DINKINS ’13

Mary Geiger Lewis
U.S. District Court 
for the District of South 
Carolina 
PETER DIXON

RICHARD F.  

SUHRHEINRICH LL.M. ’90

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit

ANTONIO ELIAS

Albert Diaz
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
ANDREW FERGUSON ’12

Clarence Thomas 
U.S. Supreme Court 
NICOLE FRAZER ’15

Samuel A. Alito Jr.
U.S. Supreme Court 
ANDREW GANN ’15

EUGENE E. 

SILER JR. ’63

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
TREVOR GARMEY ’13

Irene C. Berger
U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District 
of West Virginia 
ALEXANDER (BUDDY) 

GRAY

Thomas D. Schroeder
U.S. District Court 
for the Middle District 
of North Carolina 
JOY GUO ’14

Sarah Netburn
U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District 
of New York 
AISHA HALEY ’15

Robert W. Schroeder III
U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Texas 
BENJAMIN HAYES ’14

Jennifer W. Elrod
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit 
GENEVIEVE HOFFMAN ’15

John D. Bates
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia 
SEJAL JHAVERI ’15

R. Guy Cole Jr.
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
JOEL JOHNSON ’15

Robert D. Sack
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit 
WILLIAM JORDAN

J. HARVIE  

WILKINSON III ’72

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
ALLEN KATHIR ’14

Todd M. Hughes
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit 
JARED KELSON

J. HARVIE  

WILKINSON III ’72

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit

JAD KHAZEM

Henry F. Floyd
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
LUCAS KOWALCZYK

A. Richard Caputo
U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania 
CHRISTOPHER LADNER

Staff Clerkship
Norfolk Circuit Court 
D. WILLIAM LAWRENCE

Berle M. Schiller
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania 
ANDREW LEMENS

JULIA S. GIBBONS ’75 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
RYAN LINDSAY

John W. Noble
Delaware Court of 
Chancery 
CHRIS LISIESKI ’14

Dale A. Drozd
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
California 
CAROLINE 

MCINERNEY ’14

Cathy L. Waldor
U.S. District Court for 
the District of New 
Jersey 
JORDAN MILLER ’13

Richard L. Voorhees
U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
North Carolina

COURTNEY MILLER

KATHERINE FRIEND 

EASTERLY ’96

District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals 
SARAH MITCHELL ’15

Milan D.Smith Jr.
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit 
KATRINA MOBERG ’15

Manish S. Shah
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Illinois 
KEITH NEELY

Danny J. Boggs
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
STEPHANIE NEWTON

VIRGINIA EMERSON 

HOPKINS ’77

U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Alabama 
EVAN O’BRIEN ’14

Christina C. Reiss
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Vermont 

THEREZA OSIAS ’15

Hiram E. Puig-Lugo
District of Columbia 
Superior Court 
LEA PATTERSON

Raymond W. Gruender
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Eighth Circuit 
AVERY FELLOW POLLARD

AMIT P. MEHTA ’97

U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia 
CHASE RAINES

NORMAN K. MOON ’62, 

LL.M. ’88

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Virginia 
ZACHARY RAY

Gershwin A. Drain
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Michigan 
AUSTIN RAYNOR ’13

Clarence Thomas 
U.S. Supreme Court 
EMILY RIFF

Paul J. Watford
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit 
JOSHUA ROBBINS

Jerry E. Smith
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit 
GREG RUSTICO

NORMAN K. MOON ’62, 

LL.M. ’88

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Virginia 
JESSICA SABA

Ronald L. Gilman
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
FRANKLIN SACHA ’15

T. S. Ellis III
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia 
CAROLINE SCHMIDT ’14

Kent A. Jordan
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit 
ANDREW SELMAN

Julie E. Carnes
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 11th Circuit 
ASHWIN SHANDILYA

Albert Diaz
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
MATTHEW SKANCHY ’15

Carolyn B. McHugh
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 10th Circuit

KRISTIN SOURBEER

JAMES P. JONES ’65

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Virginia 
CLINT SOUTH

Roy S. Payne
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Texas 
DANIEL STEFANY

Robert E. Payne
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia 
SAMUEL STRONGIN ’14

DIANA G. MOTZ ’68

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
BETH SWADLEY

Jeffrey J. Clark
Delaware Superior 
Court 
REEDY SWANSON

Leonie M. Brinkema
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia 

PHILIP TIMMERMAN

Staff Clerkship
Norfolk Circuit Court 
ERIN TOPP ’12

ROBERT G. DOUMAR ’53

U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia 
WILLIAM TOWNSHEND

Richard T. Morrison
U.S. Tax Court

MATTHEW TRANTER ’15

Peter B. Krauser
Maryland Court of 
Special Appeals 
NATALIE VILLALON

Staff Clerkship
Alexandria Circuit 
Court 
JESSICA WAGNER

DIARMUID F. 

O’SCANNLAIN LL.M. ’92

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit 
KATHLEEN WISE

ROBERT S. BALLOU ’87

U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Virginia 
ISAAC WOOD ’14

Robert L. Wilkins
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of 
Columbia Circuit 
BEN WOOD ’14

Jed S. Rakoff
U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of 
New York 

T. BENTON YORK ’13

Rhesa H. Barksdale
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit 
EUGENE ZILBERMAN ’15

Eric L. Clay
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit

CLERKSHIPS 
FOR THE 
2016 TERM 

All are members of the  
CLASS OF 2016 unless 
otherwise noted.

CLARK ADAMS

Donald E. Beachley
Maryland Court of 
Special Appeals 
CHRISTINA ALBERTSON

Barbara D. Crowell
Delaware Family Court 
TRAVIS ANDREWS

ALICE M. 
BATCHELDER LL.M. ’88

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit 
TYLER BADGLEY

Edith Hollan Jones
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit 
KATHRYN BARBER ’15

John B. Owens
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit 
BRIAN BARNES

Leslie H. Southwick
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fifth Circuit 
THOMAS BARNES

Nannette Jolivette Brown
U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Louisiana 
EDWARD BEDARD

Thomas W. Thrash Jr.
U.S. District Court 
for the Northern 
District of Georgia 
BENJAMIN BERGER

DONALD M. 

MIDDLEBROOKS LL.M. ’04

U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District 
of Florida 
ROBYN BITNER ’14

James C. Cacheris
U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District 
of Virginia 
ALEX BLANCHARD ’11

Paul Niemeyer
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
BORIS BOURGET

Jackson L. Kiser
U.S. District Court 
for the Western District 
of Virginia 
GEORGE BRANDLEY ’14 
AMIT P. MEHTA ’97

U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia

A
MONG THE 90 Law School alumni who 
are clerking during the 2016 term, a 
record 37 are clerking for U.S. Courts 
of Appeals.

Federal appellate court clerkships 
are sometimes stepping stones to 
clerking for the U.S. Supreme Court, 

where three alumni—Andrew Ferguson ’12, Nicole 
Frazer ’15 and Austin Raynor ’13—are currently clerk-
ing. Rounding out the bench, 40 alumni are clerks for 
U.S. district courts and other federal courts, while 10 are 
clerking for state courts. Members of the Class of 2016 
tallied 20 clerkships with U.S. Courts of Appeal, 25 with 

U.S. district courts and other federal courts, and eight 
with state courts.

Among the trends in clerkship hiring, many judges 
are moving toward a model of hiring people one or two 
years out of law school, said Senior Director of Clerk-
ships Ruth Payne ’01. Of the 37 alumni at federal appel-
late courts, a whopping 17 graduated in 2014 and 2015.

“This happened to be a year where those judges made 
that change and we had a lot of alums on the market who 
accepted clerkships,” she said, adding that the judges ap-
preciate clerks who have experience. 

—Mary Wood

 Clerkships         
Roundup 

RECORD NUMBER OF GRADUATES 
CLERK FOR U.S. APPEALS COURTS

❱ AUSTIN RAYNOR ’13, 
NICOLE FRAZER ’15 and 
ANDREW FERGUSON ’12 
are clerking for the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
this term. 

DISCOVERY

UVA LAW CLERKSHIPS
2016 TERM

3 U.S. SUPREME COURT

37 U.S. COURTS OF 
APPEALS

40 U.S. DISTRICT COURTS 
AND OTHER  

FEDERAL COURTS

1O STATE COURTS

90 GRADUATES

 FALL 2016  UVA LAWYER   9
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DISCOVERY DISCOVERY

A
N ONLINE DATABASE hosted by the Law School that details 
every case in which DNA helped exonerate an innocent 
person has been upgraded. 

The resource, www.convictingtheinnocent.com, 
created by UVA Law professor and “Convicting the Innocent” author 
Brandon Garrett, is now better poised to help researchers, including 
lawyers who need to access the information for their own cases. 

“The improvements allow one to search these remarkable DNA 
exoneration cases in a fine-grained way,” Garrett said. “Lawyers are 

often wondering how to 
challenge bite-mark evi-
dence or eyewitness evi-
dence or confession evi-
dence. Having an opportu-
nity to read about how that 
evidence can go tragically 
wrong, and in cases in their 
jurisdiction, is a powerful 
tool.”

—Eric Williamson

T
HE LAW SCHOOL, at the request of state lawmakers, is helping 
mental health experts propose far-reaching, comprehensive 
improvements to Virginia’s system of care.

The General Assembly established a joint subcommittee 
in 2014 to study publicly funded mental health services in the com-
monwealth, with an eye for shoring up service gaps and overcoming 
other challenges the system may face this century. Professor Richard 
Bonnie ’69 said tragedies, including the 2007 Virginia Tech shooting 
and, more recently, the 2013 suicide of Virginia Sen. Creigh Deeds’ 
son Gus, weigh on the minds of those involved in the effort. Despite a 
judge’s order for involuntary commitment, Gus Deeds stabbed and 
critically wounded his father, then took his own life, before the state 
could place the 24-year-old in a psychiatric bed. That incident re-
sulted in the Deeds Commission. 

“They gave the commission a big charge, to really assess and reform 
the entire system,” Bonnie said. “But after a couple of years of hearing 
testimony and using the usual methods of legislative deliberation, 
they realized that they lacked the capacity to review and synthesize 
expert knowledge and experience about mental policy and practice.”  

Deeds asked Bonnie to convene and oversee four expert advisory 
panels to advise each of the subcommittee’s four work groups. Bonnie 
himself is chairing the advisory panel on system structure and financ-
ing. Other work groups and panels are focusing on crisis response and 
emergency services, supportive housing and criminal justice. 

UVA Law students are assisting the experts with research and 
other coordination in anticipation of the groups’ initial report to the 
General Assembly in December, with the final report due in 
December 2017. 

—Eric Williamson

WHY THE 
NEXT PRESIDENT 

INHERITS SHAKY GROUND 
ON NATIONAL SECURITY

BY THE 
NUMBERS: 
THE CLASS 

OF 2019

FILLING A GAP IN 
MENTAL HEALTH 

SERVICES

REVAMPED 
INNOCENCE DATABASE 

OFFERS 
INSIGHTS

F
ORMER NATIONAL Security 
Adviser Tom Donilon 
’85 contends that the 
next president of the 

United States will inherit some 
of the worst global instability in 
modern times, and must be nim-
ble enough to address a plethora 
of threats.

Donilon, who served as co-
chair of Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton’s 
transition team, spoke at the 
Law School on Sept. 15 at a talk 
co-sponsored by UVA’s Miller 
Center.  

The CIA tracks volatility 
around the globe, he said, and 
the situation has only been 
worse two other times since 
World War II.

“If the world seems like it has 
a large number of volatile, un-
stable situations—if it seems that 
way to you—it’s because it’s 
true,” Donilon said. 

Donilon discussed security 
concerns ranging from North 
Korea to information warfare. 

But chief among the threats to 
national security isn’t a nation, 
political group or warring fac-
tion, he said, but declining eco-
nomic prosperity.

“There aren’t a lot of iron laws 
in history, but one of them I 
think is that a nation’s diplo-
matic and military primacy is 
absolutely dependent on its eco-
nomic vitality,” he said.

Donilon said he is worried 
that Europe, which has experi-
enced economic uncertainty as 
well as assimilation problems 
unlike those in the United States, 
has the potential for becoming a 
major hub for terrorism.

“You know, you can drive 
from Syria to Europe,” he said. 
“You saw the bombers in Paris 
and Belgium last year went back 
and forth to Syria like they were 
on holiday.”

—Eric Williamson

I
N WELCOMING the Class of 2019 
at orientation, Assistant Dean 
and Chief Admissions Officer 
Cordel Faulk ’01 said test 

scores and past experience were 
not the sole reasons that the 
students were chosen. “Not a 
single one of you should think 

we invited you to become a UVA 
lawyer because of how bright 
your yesterday was,” Faulk said. 
“If we thought the best you had 
to offer happened before today, 
you wouldn’t be in Charlottes-
ville.”

—Eric Williamson

❱ Members of the Class of 2019 include 
JASMINE ALVES, ERIC REISSI, 
KAREN JIN, WEB LESLIE 
and WADE FOSTER.

❱ TESS FARDON ’18, TEX PASLEY ’17, CARRINGTON GIAMMITTORIO ’16, 
PROFESSOR RICHARD BONNIE ’69, MARGARET ZELENSKI ’18, MADISON 
MARCUS ’17, JOE BETTELEY ’18 and HOLLAND GOLDSMITH ’18 are part of the team 
helping mental health experts advise lawmakers.

❱ Former National Security Adviser TOM DONILON ’85 
served as co-chair of Hillary Clinton’s transition team.

AT A GLANCE:
❱ 297 students enrolled from among 4,811 applicants

❱ 55% men, 45% women

❱ 24% identify themselves as people of color (including noncitizens)

❱ 59% have postgraduate experience

❱ Age range: 20 to 37

❱ 6% self-identify as LGBT

❱ 6% served, are serving or will serve in the military

WHERE THEY’RE FROM:

❱ 138 undergraduate institutions

❱ 39 states and the District of Columbia, with the most common states 
being Virginia, California, New York, Florida, Texas and Georgia

ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS:

❱ Median LSAT: 169

❱ 25%-75% LSAT: 164-170

❱ Median GPA: 3.86

❱ 25%-75% GPA: 3.48-3.94

GRADUATE STUDIES:

❱ 35 LL.M. candidates representing 14 countries

❱ 25 S.J.D. candidates from 14 countries 
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DISCOVERY DISCOVERY

Margaret G. Hyde 
Award   
To the graduate whose 
scholarship, character, 
personality, activities in 
the affairs of the school, 
and promise of efficiency 
have entitled him or her to 
special recognition. 

REEDY CHARLES 
SWANSON

James C. Slaughter 
Honor Award   
To an outstanding 
member of the graduating 
class. 

ANDREW PHILLIP 
LEMENS

Thomas Marshall 
Miller Prize   
To an outstanding and 
deserving member of the 
graduating class. 

ZACHARY H.                  
RAY

Z Society Shannon 
Award   
To the graduate with the 
highest academic record 
after five semesters. 

JARED MICHAEL  
KELSON

Law School Alumni 
Association Best 
Note Award   
To the member of the 
graduating class who 
wrote the best note in a 
current issue of a Law 
School publication. 

COURTNEY   
MILLER

Robert E. Goldsten 
Award for 
Distinction in the 
Classroom   
To the graduate who has 
contributed the most to 
classroom education by his 
or her outstanding 
recitation and discussion. 

ELAINE RACHEL 
SINGERMAN

Roger and Madeleine 
Traynor Prize   
To two graduates who 
have produced 
outstanding written work. 

MONICA L.   
HAYMOND 

ETHAN M.   
SCAPELLATI

Herbert Kramer/
Herbert Bangel 
Community Service 
Award   
To the graduate who has 
contributed the most to the 
community. 

REEDY CHARLES 
SWANSON

Mortimer Caplin 
Public Service Award   
To a graduate entering a 
career in the public service 
sector who demonstrates 
the qualities of leadership, 
integrity and service to 
others. 

PETER   
KYE

Edwin S. Cohen Tax 
Prize   
To the graduate who has 
demonstrated superior 
scholarship in the tax area. 

NEIL   
CLAUSEN

Earle K. Shawe Labor 
Relations Award   
To the graduate who 
shows the greatest promise 
in the field of labor 
relations. 

MICHELLE ANNE 
BARINEAU

John M. Olin Prize in 
Law and Economics   
To a graduate or graduates 
who have produced 
outstanding written work 
in the field of law and 
economics. 

ARIANNA M.  
CALDWELL

Eppa Hunton IV 
Memorial Book 
Award   
To a graduate who 
demonstrates unusual 
aptitude in courses in the 
field of litigation, and who 
shows a keen awareness 
and understanding of the 
lawyer’s ethical and 
professional responsibility. 
JEAN Y.   

ZHUANG

Virginia Trial 
Lawyers Trial 
Advocacy Award   
To a graduate who shows 
particular promise in the 
field of trial advocacy. 

AMELIA KATHERINE 
NEMITZ

Virginia State Bar 
Family Law Book 
Award 
To the graduate who has 
demonstrated the most 
promise and potential for 
the practice of family law. 

CHRISTINA MARIE 
ALBERTSON

$525,300 
FOR SUMMER 

JOBS IN PUBLIC 
SERVICE

❱ Former UVA Law Dean 
PAUL MAHONEY delivered UVA’s 
commencement address May 22. 

❱ GRADUATE STUDIES 
PROGRAM alumni celebrate after 
the ceremony.

A 
RECORD 128 students 

received $525,300 in 
grants to work in 
public interest jobs 

during the summer.
The grants—the number of 

which increased by 50 percent 
over last year—are made 
possible through the Law 
School’s new plan guaranteeing 
funding for qualifying students. 
Grants are $3,750 for first-years 
and $6,500 for second-years, 
before taxes.

“We’re thrilled so many 
students are interested in and 
doing public service jobs,” said 
Annie Kim ’99, assistant dean 
for public service and director of 
the Mortimer Caplin Public 
Service Center. 

—Kimberly Reich

C
OMMENCEMENT speaker 
Will Shortz ’77 looked 
down over the rows of 
mortar boards, like the 

black blocks of the crossword 
puzzles he has become the mas-
ter of. Each face beneath a tassel 
awaited his words of wisdom.

But instead of offering his 
most sage advice, Shortz, the 
New York Times crossword edi-
tor since 1993, made graduates 
laugh. In his remarks at the May 
22 ceremony, the NPR puzzle-
master spoke briefly about his 
time in law school, administered 
a quiz he wrote featuring quotes 
by Thomas Jefferson and pep-
pered his remarks with clever 
anagrams (DEAN GOLUBOFF = 
FOND OF BELUGA).

“In closing, I don’t have a lot 
of advice for you,” Shortz said. 
“You’re smart. You are ridicu-
lously educated. And as my ca-
reer path shows, you can take 

your UVA law degree and do 
anything you want.”

Shortz said he wasn’t the only 
member of his graduating class 
who went on to a distinguished 
career outside of traditional 
practice.

“My Class of 1977 produced 
two Virginia governors, Jim 
Gilmore and George Allen, and a 
congressman, Randy Forbes,” he 
said. “Also numerous corporate 
leaders and judges, and at least 
two professors at UVA Law 
School—Paul Stephan and J. 
Gordon Hylton. And Evan 
Thomas from my class was a 
reporter, writer and editor for 
Newsweek for 24 years. Really, 
the possibilities are endless.”

—Eric Williamson

❱ RYAN SNOW ’17, JENNIFER LEE ’17, TERESA 
HEPLER ’18, JENNA PIKE ’17 and TEX PASLEY ’18 are 
five of the 128 students who received grants to work in 
public service positions over the summer.

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLEMASTER  

WILL SHORTZ ’77 
QUIZZES GRADUATES

❱ New York Times 
puzzlemaster 
WILL SHORTZ ’77 

GRADUATION 
AWARDS
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DISCOVERY DISCOVERY

L
AW STUDENTS 
volunteered 
15,985 hours in 
pro bono legal 

work during the 2015-
16 academic year, 
setting records for 
participation by first- 
and third-year stu-
dents. Student volun-
teers not only build 
experience by helping 
actual clients in need, 
but they start down 
the path of giving 
back after law school.

“Pro bono projects 
are a win-win-win,” 
said Angela Porter ’16, 
who worked at the 
Federal Public De-
fender’s Office for the 
Western District of 
Virginia during the 
school year.

“The projects are 
an opportunity to 
assist real clients in 
meaningful ways, 
develop a practical 
skill set and build 
professional relation-
ships that continue 
beyond law school. I 
can’t imagine my 
education without 
this work.”

—Eric Williamson

U
VA CO-REC 
Gold won the 
division 
champion-

ship game at the 33rd 
annual North 
Grounds Softball 
League Invitational 
on April 9.

More than 1,300 
students and alumni 
from around the 
country gathered at 
the Law School for 
the tournament, 
which raised $20,000 
for the local nonprofit 
organization Ready-
Kids and more than 
$5,000 for the Public 
Interest Law Asso-
ciation.

Teams traveled 
from as far away as 
Florida, Georgia, 
Maine and Ohio. The 
team from Ave Maria 
Law School, located 
in southern Florida, 
traveled the furthest 
to get to Charlottes-
ville. Ave Maria won 
the Men’s Division 
Championship 15-14 
against UVA Gray, an 
alumni team (see 
class note).

“I had the unique 

opportunity to watch 
my brother, Tyler 
Duvall, play in the 
tournament this year 
as well,” NGSL Head 
Commissioner Nick 
Duvall ’16 said. “He is 
captain of UVA Gray 
(and) I was the bat 
boy for that team 
when they won the 
championship in 
1998. It was great to 
see them almost re-
capture the title.”

—Lyndsey Raynor

S
OMEDAY SOON, 
thanks to 
techniques 
being refined 

at the University of 
Virginia, a computer 
search may open up 
the seemingly impen-
etrable world of stat-
ues, regulations, and 
court decisions to 
everyone, not just a 
small set of legal re-
searchers and attor-
neys in the know.

Mauricio Guim, an 
S.J.D. candidate at 
the Law School, was 
recently named to 
the Presidential Fel-
lows in Data Science 
Program at UVA for a 
multidisciplinary 
project he proposed 
with Faraz Dadgos-
tari in the Depart-
ment of Systems and 
Information Engi-
neering. Their work, 
which attempts to 
create computational 
models for legal re-
search, is being su-
pervised by Profes-
sors Michael Liver-
more and Peter Bel-
ing (Systems and 
Information Engi-

neering) and builds 
on Livermore’s work 
with researchers at 
Dartmouth College 
on mathematical 
models to analyze 
Supreme Court deci-
sions. 

“What we’ve done 
with the Dartmouth 
folks is create a 
mathematical model 
for legal search to 
mimic or model how 
a lawyer would 
navigate through 
legal texts,” 
Livermore said.

“We’re trying to 
make legal research 
more efficient,” Guim 
said. “This can make 
a significant 
difference on the 
margins for judges 
and lawyers who 
don’t have the time 
and resources that 
we do. That’s why we 
need to do it.”  

—Andrew Martin

STUDENTS 
SET 

PRO BONO 
RECORDS

CO-REC GOLD 
WINS AT 33RD 

SOFTBALL 
INVITATIONAL

CREATING A 
VIRTUAL 

LEGAL 
RESEARCHER

JEFFERSON 
SYMPOSIUM 

EXPLORES FREE 
SPEECH

❱ ANGELA PORTER ’16 and 
MEGAN LISA WATKINS ’16 
volunteered pro bono with the 
Federal Public Defender’s Office. 

❱ George Washington University Law School DEAN 
BLAKE MORANT ’78, Slate senior editor Dahlia 
Lithwick and media personality Kelly Carlin discussed 
free speech at the JEFFERSON SYMPOSIUM.

ROM CLASSROOM “trigger warnings” to funding cuts for 
college newspapers that express politically unpopular 
views, the secret to salvaging free speech on campus-
es nationwide may be to start with empathy. That was 
the message from Slate’s senior editor, Dahlia Lith-
wick, and her fellow panelists—media personality 
Kelly Carlin and George Washington University Law 

School Dean Blake Morant ’78—during a discussion Oct. 13 at the Law 
School on the embattled state of collegiate discourse. 

The high-profile speakers kicked off the 2016 Jefferson Symposium, 
“Free Speech on Campus,” a two-day event presented by the Thomas 
Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression and the Law 
School, with the support of the Howard Scripps Foundation. The sym-
posium’s participants examined contemporary attitudes about free 
speech at American colleges and universities.

Lithwick, who also serves as a contributing editor for Newsweek, 
cited a recent Gallup poll of college students that indicates they are 
strongly in favor of suppressing speech on campus if it may offend 
them—69 percent think there should be speech codes that restrict 
slurs or offensive language, for example. Yet many of those same re-
spondents (55 percent) said they believe their campus climate pre-
vents them from saying things they would like to say.

“So there is an enormous conflict there, where we have students 
who want more restriction of speech, but feel that they are not, them-
selves, free to speak,” Lithwick said. 

Morant said that seeking to understand viewpoints should ideally 
begin before a charged incident ever occurs. He said that’s what he 
tries to do as a teacher and administrator, while stressing civility in 
engagement.

“We as teachers—and all of us here are teachers in one way or an-
other—have an obligation to educate our students on not only the value 
of civility, but how it folds in to their ability to be persuasive,” Morant 
said.

Carlin, who is a book author, internet radio show host and Jungian 
psychologist, is also the daughter of the late comedian George Carlin. 
Her father’s controversial “seven dirty words” bit formed the basis of 
the U.S. Supreme Court free-speech case FCC vs. Pacifica Foundation. 
She said speech should push boundaries, and challenge our views of 
ourselves and others.

“When we can see each other, and empathize in each other’s posi-
tions, we start to see our own unconscious biases, and I think that’s 
really the conversation all of us are having here,” Carlin said. 

Speakers on other panels included Teresa A. Sullivan, president of 
the University of Virginia; Jeffrey Herbst, president and CEO of New-
seum, and former president of Colgate University; Vikram Amar, dean 
of the University of Illinois School of Law; Eugene Volokh, professor at 
UCLA Law and legal blogger; Susan Kruth ’11, program officer at the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education; Susan Brison, profes-
sor at Dartmouth College; Claudrena Harold, professor in the UVA 
Corcoran Department of History; and Anne Coughlin and Leslie Ken-
drick ’06, professors at UVA Law. 

Kendrick and UVA Law Professor John C. Jeffries Jr. ’73 provided 
introductory remarks for the panels, and helped organize the event 
with Josh Wheeler ’92, director of the Thomas Jefferson Center and 
director of the Law School’s First Amendment Clinic.

—Eric Williamson

❱ Professor MICHAEL LIVERMORE and 
S.J.D. candidate MAURICIO GUIM 

❱ University of Virginia President 
TERESA SULLIVAN 

❱ SUSAN KRUTH ’11 of the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education

Photo by Kate McFee ’16
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DISCOVERY

EAGER 
TO 

EXTERN

T
HE FIRST African-American student ad-
mitted to the University of Virginia was 
a law student who made a historic con-
tribution to ending segregation. 

Gregory Hayes Swanson, a Danville 
native, was a 26-year-old practicing 
lawyer when he filed a federal lawsuit 

to gain admission to UVA to pursue a master’s in law. The 
law faculty had supported his entry, but the UVA Board of 
Rectors opposed it. After he won his lawsuit, he was ad-
mitted in 1950, setting a precedent for racial integration at 
the University.

Swanson was honored at a July 12 plaque dedication 
ceremony held at the downtown branch of the Jefferson-
Madison Regional Library—in the former courtroom 
where Swanson v. Rector of Visitors was heard. Thurgood 
Marshall, Oliver Hill and other celebrated NAACP attor-
neys represented Swanson there. 

Speakers at the event included Dean Risa Goluboff; Ev-
ans Hopkins, Swanson’s nephew and chair of the Swanson 

Legacy Committee; Jordan McKay ’10, a member of the 
bar association’s diversity committee; Virginia State Del-
egate Jennifer McClellan ’97; and James Hingeley ’76, a 
bar association member and member of the legacy com-
mittee.

Swanson had previously been forced to go out of state 
to Howard University to earn his first law degree. But he 
refused to accept a “scholarship” to do his postgraduate 
work outside of Virginia. 

Hopkins said the posthumous honors were both social 
and poetic justice for a man who lived his convictions.

“As my uncle said, when some people tried to convince 
him not to sue to go to UVA, [after] they told him that they 
refused to let him in, he said, ‘No, justice starts right 
here,’” Hopkins said.

“Swanson exemplifies the very best of what it means to 
be a UVA lawyer,” Goluboff said.

Swanson went on to serve as an attorney for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. He died July 26, 1992.

—Eric Williamson

T
HE EXTERNSHIPS 
Program, 
entering its 
fourth year, 

allows law students 
to gain critical job 
skills and experience 
in the field through 
part-time and full-
time positions while 
earning academic 
credit. Beginning  
this academic year, 
students may also 
extern full-time for 
three weeks during 
the January Term.

BY THE NUMBERS

150 students have ex-

terned since fall 2013

109 offices around the 

U.S. and in Europe

45 students have partici-

pated in the UVA Law 

in DC program

EXTERNSHIP 

LOCATIONS OUTSIDE 

OF VIRGINIA INCLUDE 

Atlanta, Boston, 

Chicago, Houston, 

New York City, The 

Hague, London, Rome 

and Washington, D.C., 

in addition to several in 

California (Berkeley, 

Los Angeles, Oakland, 

Sacramento, San 

Diego, Santa Barbara). 

Placements in Virginia 

range from Richmond 

to Norfolk to Northern 

Virginia.

WHAT EXPERIENCE 
TAUGHT YOU THE 
MOST IN LAW 
SCHOOL? 

DISCOVERY

“QUITE 
HONESTLY, 

OGI, 
I THINK. 

I think it’s the 
time when law 

students feel the 
most stressed, 
even at a place 

as friendly as 
UVA Law. I 

learned that you 
can still be your-

self, just keep 
your head down 

and still be 
friendly to ev-
eryone. At the 
end of the day 

everyone is 
willing to help 
each other out, 

and I think 
that’s what sep-

arates UVA 
from a lot of the 

other schools. 
When we were 

lining up for the 
interviews and 

we’d see 

someone else 
interviewing 
for the same 
firm, the men-
tality wasn’t 
‘Oh, I’ve got to 
beat this 
person,’ it was, 
‘Let’s both get 
that job to-
gether, let’s 
both be fellow 
summer asso-
ciates.’ It’s 
really solidified 
why I came 
to UVA.”

MORE: 

humansofuvalaw.

tumblr.com

❱ MONICA HAYMOND ’16 
externed for NPR’s Nina 
Totenberg during her time at 
UVA Law.

❱ GREGORY H. SWANSON 
consults with Assistant Law Dean 
Charles Woltz after registration at 
UVA on Sept. 15, 1950.
 

‘JUSTICE STARTS RIGHT HERE’: 
REMEMBERING GREGORY SWANSON, UVA 

AND UVA LAW’S FIRST BLACK STUDENT 



GROUNDEDSTAYING

A 
BLUE 
RIDGE 
MOON  

This isn’t the view 
from the BLUE 
RIDGE PARKWAY 
your eyes normally 
see, but it still 
brings to life the 
beauty of Central 
Virginia vistas and 

a Milky Way sky. 
Stacy Smith, 
director of Carr’s 
Hill events at UVA, 
took this photo at 
Raven’s Roost 
around 12:15 a.m on 
Aug. 12. She 

captured the 
image by leaving 
the camera shutter 
open for 20-25 
seconds, making 
the moon’s light 
(and light pollution 
in the distance) 

seem brighter than 
it appeared. She 
used her cell phone 
camera to better 
illuminate the 
foreground. “Even 
though the 
Parkway looked 

almost pitch black 
to my eyes, it 
appeared much 
more illuminated 
and colorful from 
my camera’s 
perspective,” 
Smith said.
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STAYING GROUNDED

NEW FACES AT UVA LAW 

ADITYA BAMZAI, who 
has argued high-profile 
national security cases 
for the U.S. Department 
of Justice in the federal 
courts of appeals, joined 
the faculty as an 
associate professor of 
law. In addition to 
national security law, 
his expertise and 
interests include 
administrative law, 
federal courts and civil 
procedure. 
 

Property law expert 
and legal historian 
MAUREEN E. “MOLLY” 

BRADY joined the 
faculty as an associate 
professor. She is one of 
the first graduates of 
Yale University’s Ph.D. 
in law program. 
 

Legal empiricist and 
economist JOSHUA 

FISCHMAN, whose 
research focuses on 
judicial decision-
making, returned to the 
law school this fall as a 
tenured professor.

Alumnus CALE JAFFE ’01 
joined the faculty to 
direct the Environmen-
tal and Regulatory Law 
Clinic. Jaffe previously 
spent 12 years as an 
attorney with the 
Southern Environmen-
tal Law Center, a promi-
nent environmental 
public interest law firm 
headquartered in Char-
lottesville, most recently 
as director of the cen-
ter’s Virginia office.  

Adding additional guid-
ance to the student 
experience is KATE 

DUVALL ’06, the new 
director of student 
affairs. She previously 
worked as an attorney 
with the JustChildren 
program at the Legal 
Aid Justice Center in 
Charlottesville. 
 

CHRISTOPHER COLBY ’04 
began work as a new 
admissions director, 
starting in the spring. 
He most recently served 
as a development officer 
for the Law School 
Foundation.

 THEWhisper    
THAT WALLOPED 

‘THE GREATEST’

❱ MUHAMMAD ALI 
visited the class of then-

UVA Law PROFESSOR 
STEPHEN SALTZBURG 

in 1988.

OPENING DOORS

❱ KIRSTEN JACKSON ’18 and JANELLE DE LA TORRE ’18 interview with 
Cadwalader’s Robert Pollaro in August during fall on-Grounds interview season. 
Each year hundreds of employers from across the nation come to the Law School to 
conduct more than 5,500 interviews.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

I
T’S HARD TO TAKE OUT a heavyweight boxer, but 
on Jan. 26, 1988, the late Professor William J. 
Stuntz did just that to Mohammed Ali.

The following Friday, the Virginia Law 
Weekly chronicled the incident with the three-
time heavyweight champion, who visited the 

Law School to discuss U.S. v. Clay. The U.S. Supreme 
Court case centered on Ali, formerly known as Cassius 
Clay, and his failure to report for military service in 
the Vietnam War on conscientious objector grounds. 

Stuntz’s class followed Stephen A. Saltzburg’s Crim-
inal Procedure class, where Ali had spoken and was 
still signing autographs when Stuntz needed to begin 
his session. “Prof. Stuntz had the unenviable task of 
having to throw ‘The Greatest’ out of his classroom,” 
the Weekly reported.

The account continued as follows: “‘Excuse me, Mr. 
Ali, I have to ask you to leave so I can teach my class,’ 
whispered a very mild-mannered Stuntz. Ali picked 
up his belongings and began to walk up the stairs, his 
entourage in tow. Half-way up, the ex-champ stopped 
and pointed at Stuntz. To the wild applause of the 
crowd, Ali exclaimed, ‘That man put me out.’”
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Investing 
in People

GLOBAL FIRM EXEC 
DASHA SMITH DWIN ’98 
OFFERS LIFE LESSONS 
TO THE CLASS 
OF 2019

L
AW SCHOOL—where people of different stripes come 
together to learn—“was the place where I challenged 
others’ thinking and they challenged mine,” orientation 
speaker Dasha Smith Dwin ’98 told the Class of 2019.

Dwin, now an executive with global investment and 
advisory firm GCM Grosvenor, splits her time between 

New York City and Chicago, after having previously worked for Time 
Warner and international firms. At Grosvenor she serves as a manag-
ing director, a member of the Office of the Chairman and chief human 
resources officer.

Dwin is a third-generation college graduate from a working-class 
neighborhood in Denver. She said she was able to attend good schools 
thanks to lawyers who fought for integration, and wanted to be a 
part of a profession that could enable that kind of change and social 
justice. So after earning her B.S. in finance at Georgetown Univer-
sity, she chose UVA Law. 

Dwin recalled that her law class was one of the most diverse in 
school history at the time. But the class was not as unified initially 
as it could have been. 

“We learned to value each other over the course of three years,” 

she said, urging the new students to take that step from day one. 
“As you start your law school career,” she added, “seek out people 

who are different than you: different ethnic background, different 
gender, different politics or sexual orientation, a different socioeco-
nomic background. Get to know them, understand them, embrace 
them. This will not only make your educational experience better, it 
will make your life experience more rich and meaningful. These 
people will be lifelong friends.”

In her work at Grosvenor, Dwin helps manage the day-to-day firm 
operations and is responsible for human capital management, inves-
tor relations, corporate social responsibility, diversity and administra-
tion functions. She said the financial services industry doesn’t just 
pay lip service to including people from different backgrounds; di-
versity is vital.

“It would surprise most people to know that in financial services 
the convergence of diversity and broader challenges of society are 
on display,” she said. “Simply put, diversity is a competitive differen-
tiator. My work enables me to have a voice on this very important 
matter.” 

—Mary Wood

INSIDER

ENTERTAINING ALUMS: 
LEADERS IN MEDIA 
SPOT THE NEXT 
BIG THING

STAYING GROUNDED
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CLASS NOTES

❱❱ TAKE A LOOK AROUND; virtual reality lets you see the entire space.
George Kliavkoff ’93 can see the space, too—because he’s help-

ing to pioneer it. In September he was named the new CEO of 
Jaunt VR, a media company headquartered in Palo Alto that has 
combined proprietary technology (including the Jaunt ONE cam-
era) and studio facilities in Santa Monica to position itself as the 
industry leader in cinematic virtual reality content. 

“Our focus is to use the virtual reality medium, which allows 
you to create a much more immersive and emotional experience 
with the viewer, to tell great stories,” he said. “I think the desire 
that we see for the consumption of virtual reality, and the desire 
we see from producers to get into the production of virtual reality, 
is kind of unlimited.”

Kliavkoff was hired to manage the global scale-up of the three-
year-old company, which added a foothold in China just a few 
months prior to his arrival through a joint venture with Shanghai 
Media Group and China Media Capital, two of China’s largest me-
dia companies. 

“The truth is, the market is already growing 
quicker in China than it is in many other ter-
ritories,” he said.

Kliavkoff previously served as co-
president and group head of Hearst 
Entertainment, the largest and most 
profitable privately held media com-
pany in the U.S. While the move from 
a sure thing to a startup (albeit a well-
funded one, with more than $100 mil-
lion invested) may seem like a leap given 
the newness of the medium—for example, 
there has yet to be a feature-length movie re-
leased for VR—Kliavkoff said it’s a “career theme” 
of his to take calculated risks on video technology.

While at NBC he helped launch Hulu. At Major 
League Baseball, he was an early member of the 
Advanced Media Group, which delivers the 

sport’s digital content. He also recalled working for Real Net-
works, known for its RealPlayer, and “watching a ‘postage stamp’ 
on a screen with lots of buffering.” 

Things have changed since then, he said, and will again.
One reason Kliavkoff is certain of the future of virtual reality 

programming, which will include sports, travelogues, news cover-
age and any other content in which the viewer expects panoram-
ic detail, he said, is the analogy he sees to high-definition video, 
which viewers eagerly adopted over time.

“What you found was when people experienced HD, for cer-
tain things like sports and movies, they said, ‘This is the only way 
I want to watch sports and movies,’” he said. “It’s that same slow 
back and forth between production and consumption, until you 
suddenly have a watershed moment.”

Jaunt VR already has a library of content available for free 
on its website and mobile app, and works with industry part-
ners such as ABC News and Disney, brands such as The North 

Face and Tastemade, and artists such as Paul McCartney 
and Ray Lamontagne. “It’s unclear what the 

breakout hit will be for video virtual real-
ity, but my goal is making sure that Jaunt 

is the one who will produce it,” he said.
Kliavkoff dispelled the myth that vir-

tual reality has to be a solitary experi-
ence confined to the home. Although 
the current boom is in gaming, and a 
stereoscopic headset does provide the 
most immersive feel, he said, “Every-

one who owns a smart phone already has 
virtual reality in their pocket.”
But for those who feel VR is too intimidating, 

or not for them, Kliavkoff said don’t be afraid; try it.
 “I think that’s how most people felt until they 

got a mobile clip of their grandchild and were able to 
watch it on their phone,” he said.  

—Eric Williamson

INSIDER

❱ GEORGE 
KLIAVKOFF ’93 
is the new 
president and CEO 
of JAUNT VR, and 
previously served 
as co-president 
and head of 
Entertainment 
and Syndication at 
Hearst Corp.

VIRTUALLY    LIMITLESS
New Jaunt VR CEO George Kliavkoff ’93 Pioneers Nascent Entertainment Space
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INSIDERINSIDER

❱❱ “WE’RE AT THE VANGUARD 

of Internet TV replacing linear 
TV. Internet TV is on-demand, 
personalized and available on 
all your screens. This is a huge 
change in the way people 
consume content. It’s a 
growing global phenomenon 
that has ripple effects through 
virtually all aspects of the 
media and entertainment 
landscape. The shift to internet 
TV is ushering in a golden age 
of television, with many new 
players developing high-
quality compelling dramas, 
unique comedies and 
fascinating documentaries.  
With a change of this 

magnitude, our big challenge 
is to assure that the legal and 
regulatory environment 
continues to foster the 
innovation and resulting 
consumer benefits that the 
OTT [over-the-top content] 
services are providing. We 

need to be mindful of moving 

too quickly to regulate or 

otherwise extend legacy 

broadcast-based media 

regulation into this 

developing ecosystem.”

❱❱ “THE NEXT BIG CHALLENGE 

will be an acceleration of what 
the media and entertainment 
industry is facing today:  
advances in technology, the 
proliferation of video content 
and changing consumer habits. 
Quality content is essential, but 
it is no longer just an issue of 
providing content on-demand 
or via a mobile device. The 
challenge is quickly becoming 
one of reaching the consumer 
or helping the consumer reach 
the content. More video con-
tent is being consumed today 
than ever before, but the more 
traditional ways that consum-
ers have discovered content, 

such as through network-
branding or channel-surfing, 
are less prevalent today and are 
being replaced by discovery 
through search and social 
media. Given the pace of 

change in the industry and in 

technology, the biggest 

challenge will be to sustain 

the success of our existing 

businesses while also innovat-

ing with new businesses that 

could potentially disrupt or 

cannibalize the existing 

businesses.”  

❱❱ “IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
best creative minds in the busi-
ness, Warner Bros. has a long, 
storied history of creating best-
in-class movies, television 
shows and interactive games, 
entertaining a worldwide audi-
ence with some of the very best 
franchises, brands and intellec-
tual property. 

Our next big challenge—and 
opportunity—is how to con-
tinue that tradition in the digi-
tal era. Our businesses are in-

creasingly looking to satisfy 

the rapidly changing demands 

of consumers to watch what 

they want to watch, when they 

want and how they want. As 

our businesses innovate and 
increasingly rely on consumer-
driven data, our legal teams 
innovate with them, keeping 
up with changing practices 
and evolving laws, providing 
legal support on a number of 
different legal fronts, both in-
ternally and in commercial 
relations with others. In addi-
tion, the digital era poses new 

enforcement challenges, in-
cluding the non-stop effort by 
profit-making enterprises to 
steal and exploit our best 
shows and movies. We address 
the threat by working closely 
with the tech community, in-
termediaries (such as payment 
processors and credit card 
companies), industry associa-
tions and law enforcement. 

Lastly, like all companies in 
the digital era, we also face 
threats to the security of our 
information. Fortunately, we 
have a strong team in each 
area, working closely with 
outside counsel, to ensure we 
are meeting all of these 
challenges.”

❱ ROGOVIN HELPED SECURE WARNER BROS.’ RIGHTS to make Superman movies and TV shows in time for the release of the reboot 
“Man of Steel” in 2013. The sequel, “Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice,” was released this year.  

WE ASKED 
KEY PLAYERS 
IN MEDIA AND 
ENTERTAINMENT,     
WHAT’S THE
NEXT BIG 
CHALLENGE
FOR YOUR 
INDUSTRY? 

David Hyman ’93
Los Gatos, California

❱ General counsel, Netflix 
❱ Former general counsel, Webvan, 

an online Internet retailer
❱ Practiced law at Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco 

and Arent Fox in Washington, D.C.

Louise Sams ’85 
Atlanta

❱ Executive vice president and general counsel, Turner 
❱ Held dual executive roles at Turner from 2003-12, 

serving as president of Turner International
❱ Named by National Law Journal among the 

50 most influential women lawyers in America

John Rogovin ’87
Los Angeles

❱ Executive vice president and general counsel, Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc., encompassing the Warner Bros. film and television 
studio, New Line filmed entertainment, DC Entertainment, and affiliated game and television companies located around the world.

❱ Key member of studio senior management team who supervises worldwide team of 160 in-house lawyers 
and outside counsel on various key legal matters, including high-profile litigation and major corporate transactions.

❱ Led successful legal strategy in major cases involving iconic WB franchises, 
including “Superman,” “The Hobbit,” “Lord of the Rings” and “Two and a Half Men.”
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More 
Key 
Players

Sue 
Akens ’88
Los Angeles

❱❱ EXECUTIVE direc-
tor, Ziffren Center 
for Media, Entertain-
ment, Technology 
and Sports Law at 
UCLA School of Law 
as well as a “Professor 
from Practice” at the 
school.
❱ Executive vice 
president, Business 
Affairs, CBS Studios 
International, 
2006-14; oversaw 
international business 
and legal affairs, 
set strategy for the 
division, and led a 
team based in the U.S. 
and Europe.
❱ Former executive 
vice president, 
Business Affairs, 
Paramount Pictures 
International 
Television. 

Christopher 
Brearton ’98  
Los Angeles

❱❱ PARTNER in 
Latham & Watkins’ 
Entertainment, Sports 
and Media Practice 
and deputy office 
managing partner 
of the firm’s Century 
City office.
❱ Advises sports 
organizations, motion 
picture studios, 
financial institutions, 
investment funds and 
television networks on 
complex transactions, 
ranging from the 
creation of strategic 
alliances and complex 
commercial licensing 
arrangements, to 
project financing 
and industry-
specific mergers and 
acquisitions.
❱ Work has been 
recognized by The 
Hollywood Reporter 
and Variety, and has 
been repeatedly 
named to their 
annual “Dealmakers,” 
“Power Lawyers” and 
“Game-Changing 
Entertainment 
Attorneys” editions. 
❱ Recognized in 
SportsBusiness 
Journal’s inaugural 
list of “Power Players: 
Outside Counsel” and 
in its annual “Forty 
Under 40.” He was 
also named a “Sports 
MVP” by Law360 and 
noted as a leading 
lawyer by several 
other top publications 
and legal directories, 
including Euromoney, 
Chambers, Legal 500 
and The Daily Journal, 
who named him as 
one of the Top 100 
California Lawyers 
and Top 50 California 
Entertainment 
Lawyers.

Jeffrey 
Craigmile ’84 
Anaheim, 
California

❱❱ VICE PRESIDENT and 
general counsel, The 
Walt Disney Co.

John 
Donaldson ’95 
San Francisco 
Bay Area

❱❱ VICE PRESIDENT 

of corporate 
development and 
strategy, Pandora.
❱ Ran corporate 
development and 
strategy team for 
Microsoft Xbox.
❱ Served in legal, 
business development 
and corporate 
development roles for 
AOL Time Warner.

Jeffrey 
Evans ’97
Los Angeles

❱❱ VICE PRESIDENT, 
Legal Affairs, NBC 
Entertainment.
❱ Represents both 
the NBC broadcast 
network and Universal 
Television studios.

Susan 
Fox ’91
Washington, 
D.C.

❱❱ VICE PRESIDENT, 
Government 
Relations, The Walt 
Disney Co.
❱ Former senior 
legal adviser for FCC 
Chairman William 
Kennard.

INSIDERINSIDER

Ted 
Humphrey ’94
Los Angeles

❱❱ TELEVISION and film 
writer, producer and 
director, known for 
“The Good Wife” and 
executive producer of 
the upcoming series 
“Incorporated.”
❱ Nominated for the 
2010 and 2011 Emmy 
Award for Best Drama 
Series for “The Good 
Wife,” which also 
received the 2011 
Peabody Award 
for Excellence in 
Television.
❱ Nominated for three 
Golden Globe Awards 
for Best Drama Series 
(2010, 2013, 2014).
Three-time Writer’s 
Guild of America 
nominee for Best 
Drama Series.
Nominated in 2010 
for the Writer’s Guild 
of America Award for 
Best Drama Script.
❱ Recipient of the 2011 
Voices of Courage 
and Conscience 
Award from the 
Muslim Public Affairs 
Council for his work 
on “The Good Wife.”
❱ Began his career as 
a feature film writer 
before segueing 
into television with 
series such as “Now 
and Again,” “The 
Nine,” “Shark” 
and “The Unit.”

Jonathan 
Gardner ’96 
Beverly Hills, 
California

❱❱ PARTNER, Cohen 
Gardner Law.
Served as a business 
affairs executive at 
Universal and Fox 
before co-founding 
Cohen Gardner in 
2002.
❱ One of the premier 
dealmakers in the 
motion picture 
business, frequently 
representing high-
profile talent or 
producers involved 
in major festival 
bidding wars, 
headline negotiations 
with studios and 
the filmmakers 
behind award season 
contenders.

Janice 
Johnston ’99
New York

❱❱ MULTIPLE Emmy 
Award-winning 
director and senior 
coordinating 
producer of ABC 
News Magazines and 
Specials, where she 
has produced for 
“20/20” and “Good 
Morning America.”
❱ Recently honored 
with a Salute to 
Excellence Award 
by the National 
Association of Black 
Journalists.

Julie 
Lynn ’92 
Los Angeles 

❱❱ PRODUCER 
and founder of 
Mockingbird Pictures. 
Mockingbird films 
have premiered at 
many top festivals 
and been recognized 
with top nominations 
and awards.
❱ Story consultant 
for Pixar Animation 
Studios on films, 
including Pete 
Docter’s “Up.”

Stan 
McCoy ’98
Brussels

❱❱ PRESIDENT and 
managing director 
of the region 
encompassing 
Europe, the Middle 
East and Africa for 
the Motion Picture 
Association.
❱ Prior to joining 
the MPA. served as 
assistant U.S. trade 
representative for 
intellectual property 
and innovation in 
the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative.

Colin 
Rushing ’99
Washington, 
D.C.

❱❱ SENIOR vice 
president and 
general counsel, 
SoundExchange 
Inc., a collective 
management 
organization 
representing 
recording artists and 
record labels.
❱ Before he joined 
SoundExchange, was 
an attorney at Wilmer 
Cutler Pickering 
Hale and Dorr, 
Washington, D.C., 
where he focused on 
intellectual property 
and media law.

Andrew 
Scheinman ’73   
West 
Hollywood, 
California

❱❱ PARTNER, Castle 
Rock Entertainment.
❱ Producer and writer, 
known for producing 
“The Princess Bride,” 
“Stand by Me” and “A 
Few Good Men.”
❱ Executive producer 
of the NBC sitcom 
“Seinfeld.”

—Lyndsey Raynor

❱ SCENES from 
a selection of 
productions UVA 
LAW ALUMS 
have had a 
hand in.
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5 |10 |15 |25 | HOW’S LIFE? 
WE CATCH UP WITH WHAT ALUMNI 
ARE DOING 5, 10, 15 AND 25 YEARS 
OUT OF LAW SCHOOL.

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: 
I’ve worked for Skadden 

since graduating from 
the Law School, first 

in New York and now 
in Boston, where I 

represent a variety of 
corporate clients from 

around the country. 
Most of my work 

involves high-stakes 
commercial litigation, 
particularly securities 
and health care fraud 
matters. I also defend 
clients in government 

investigations. 

 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO 

YOU ENJOY OUTSIDE OF 

WORK? Since moving to 
Boston, I have become 

an avid runner. I’ve run 
eight half-marathons, 

and I am training to run 
a full marathon next 

year. I also enjoy cooking 
and am a devoted college 
football fan (sorry ’Hoos, 

but go Gators!). 

ARE YOU WHERE YOU 

EXPECTED TO BE AT 

THIS STAGE OF YOUR 

CAREER AND LIFE?  
As a native Floridian, 

I hoped never to 
experience a Boston 

winter. But personal ties 
brought me here about 

three years ago, and I 
found a great group of 

colleagues in Skadden’s 
Boston office. I may not 

have expected to be here, 
but I am very happy and 

fortunate that I am. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 5 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? I have 
an interesting and 

challenging career that 
has pushed me to grow 

as a lawyer and allowed 
me to play a meaningful 

role in many cutting-
edge cases. Outside of 

work, I have a fulfilling 
personal life, including a 
happy relationship with 
a fellow UVA Law alum, 

and supportive family 
and friends. I’m looking 

forward to what the next 
five years have in store—

hopefully some more 
trips to Charlottesville.

MARLEY ANN BRUMME ’11 
ASSOCIATE, SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM 

BOSTON 

5
TREVOR MCFADDEN ’06 

PARTNER, BAKER & MCKENZIE 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

10

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: 
I am a white-collar 

litigator. Most of my 
clients are multinational 

companies that are 
seeking to comply with 

U.S. anti-corruption 
laws, sanctions laws and 

other federal regulations. 
 

 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO 

YOU ENJOY OUTSIDE OF 

WORK? I love spending 
time with my wife, Kelly 

(Lynch) McFadden ’08, 
and our two young kids. 
Kelly and I also co-chair 

the D.C. chapter of UVA’s 
Federalist Society.  

 
ARE YOU WHERE YOU 

EXPECTED TO BE AT 

THIS STAGE OF YOUR 

CAREER AND LIFE?  
I probably expected to 

still be a prosecutor. But 
after six years at the U.S. 

Justice Department, I 
was ready for a change, 
and this job has been a 
great fit. In this role, I 

can help clients navigate 
the complex legal 

requirements involved 
in doing business in 

multiple jurisdictions.  
 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 10 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? I enjoy being 
at a stage where I am 
always learning from 

colleagues who are 
experts in our field, but 
I’m also able to help out 

younger lawyers and law 
students who are just 

starting out in their legal 
careers. 
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DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: 
I manage our firm’s pro 

bono practice, which 
means coordinating 

the volunteer efforts of 
more than 200 attorneys 
worldwide. We work on 
a wide range of matters, 

from high-impact 
First Amendment 

litigation to the creation 
of greenways in 

underserved urban areas 
to expungement clinics.              

 
 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO 

YOU ENJOY OUTSIDE 

OF WORK? Spending 
time with family. My two 

boys, ages 6 and 9, keep 
me on my toes.   

 
ARE YOU WHERE YOU 

EXPECTED TO BE AT 

THIS STAGE OF YOUR 

CAREER AND LIFE?  
Surprisingly, yes, though 

I took a few detours on 
the way. I spent the last 

several years working for 
a Detroit-based nonprofit 
that focuses on economic 

development in 
distressed areas. While 

it was incredibly 
rewarding, I missed the 

practice of law. Now I 
have the best of both 

worlds. Our pro bono 
work improves access to 

justice in communities 
that need it most.  

      
WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 15 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? Professionally, 
the realization that 

“thinking like a lawyer” 
is actually a unique and 

positive skill. Personally, 
the joy of watching 
my sons grow and 

appreciating every day I 
have with my husband, 

who is a cancer survivor 
and the bravest person 

I know.  

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: 
I supervise a team of 16 lawyers 

and three paralegals who support 
AT&T’s Technology Operations, 
Wireless Network Architecture 

& Design, and Corporate Strategy 
organizations. Combined, these 

organizations have more than 
100,000 employees. 

 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU 

ENJOY OUTSIDE OF WORK? My 
favorite activities outside of work 

are traveling and spending time 
with family and friends. I got the 

traveling bug later in life, but over 
the past 12 years, Kim [Phipps ’91] 
and I and our beautiful daughters, 
Sara and Sydney, have traveled to 
55 cities in 20 countries. Some of 
our most memorable trips were 

with Charles Durant ’91, his wife, 
Lois, and their children, Chelsea 
and Chris. We traveled together 

to Spain, Australia and New 
Zealand—where, in a moment 
of insanity, Charles and I both 

jumped 630 feet off of Auckland’s 
Sky Tower. I have the T-shirt to 

prove it. I also have a video that is 
not available for public viewing!

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED 

TO BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR 

CAREER AND LIFE? That depends 
on how far back you go. In 1991, I 
had no expectation about where 

I would be 25 years down the 
road. I was more focused on 

things like finding my way in a 
new city far from home, passing 
the bar and trying to bill enough 

hours at a large law firm. Even 
if I tried, I certainly would not 

have envisioned my career and 
life as they are today. That’s more 

a function of how clueless I was 
back then than anything I have 

accomplished.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT 

YOUR LIFE 25 YEARS AFTER 

LAW SCHOOL? Despite not 
becoming an internet billionaire, 

I am blessed in more ways than 
I can count. Kim and I have 

been married for 26 years and 
counting, Sara is a 2016 graduate 

of the University of Michigan 
and Sydney is a junior at Penn 

State. We are all healthy. I have 
been continuously employed 

since graduation, including the 
last 21 years with AT&T. We 

have everything we need and 
most of the things we want. I’m 

still proud to be a lawyer and a 
graduate of UVA. Life for this kid 

from the Bronx is pretty good. 

WENDY RICHARDS ’01 
PRO BONO COUNSEL, MILLER CANFIELD 
DETROIT

15
ERROL S. PHIPPS ’91
VICE PRESIDENT AND ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL, AT&T 
DALLAS

25
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INSIDER

OBAMA’S WAR POWERS LEGACY
ASHLEY S. DEEKS

ADAPTED FROM “THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION, INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND EXECUTIVE 
MINIMALISM,” AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW (FORTHCOMING 2017).

❱❱ WHEN PRESIDENT OBAMA came into office 
in 2009, in the midst of serious, ongoing 
terrorist threats to the United States, he 
confronted important choices about how to 
approach the bodies of international law 
that regulate the resort to force and the 
conduct of armed conflict. By many ac-
counts, the Bush administration had taken 
a maximalist approach to those bodies of 
international law, staking out broad substan-
tive claims about what international law 
permitted in resorting to force and detain-
ing and treating members of Al Qaeda, and 

asserting those claims publicly and frequently.  
The Obama administration has taken a notably different 

tack in a number of cases, employing an approach that we 
might characterize as “executive minimalism.” It has done 
this partly by establishing various policies that authorize 
a narrower scope of action than what some believe inter-
national law permits. In some contexts the administration 
also has been more hesitant to assert bold legal claims about 
what international law allows or where international law’s 
limits lie.  

President Obama’s targeted killing policy offers a good 
example of substantive executive minimalism. In 2013, 
after extensive public discussions and critiques of U.S. 
targeted killings, the president announced a policy govern-
ing forcible counter-terrorism operations that take place 
away from “hot battlefields” such as Afghanistan and Iraq. 
The document makes clear that the United States has 
decided only to target a subcategory of people against whom 
the U.S. believes it legally could use force. The policy states 
that, in this context, the United States will only use lethal 
force against a target who poses a “continuing, imminent 
threat to U.S. persons.” Before striking, the government 
must have “near certainty” that the target is present and 
that non-combatants will not be injured or killed. The U.S. 
also expresses a preference for capturing an individual 
where feasible, rather than killing him. Each of these re-
quirements exceeds what the law of armed conflict cur-
rently requires.

The policy explicitly preserves wider flexibility for the 
president when necessary, however. The fact sheet states that 
these new standards and procedures “do not limit the presi-
dent’s authority to take action in extraordinary circum-
stances when doing so is both lawful and necessary to protect 

the United States or its allies.” The targeted killing policy 
reflects a decision to pursue substantive action that is nar-
rower than what international law arguably allows, without 
proffering a detailed position on those wider boundaries.

Despite candidate Obama’s criticism of the Bush admin-
istration’s maximalist approach, it is precisely because of 
the Bush approach that the Obama administration has been 
able to employ its minimalist strategy, holding many of the 
Bush administration’s broad interpretations in reserve, if 
and as needed, without having to break new ground in its 
own interpretations of international law. In this regard, 
the Obama administration has returned to a more tradi-
tional U.S. executive branch approach to legal analysis, 
whereby the executive evaluates the legality only of the 
specific policy before it, rather than conclusively assessing 
the legality of broader (and possibly hypothetical) ap-
proaches.

The Obama approach offers significant advantages for 
the United States. Many allies favor the approach because 
it retains greater room for negotiation among states about 
international law’s content. Others value how it leaves more 
decision-making space for future U.S. administrations and 
makes it easier to reach consensus on courses of action 
among different national security agencies. Executive 
minimalism is not without costs, however. The Obama 
approach slows the development of international law by 
obscuring the value to assign to U.S. positions and by sup-
pressing the back-and-forth exchanges among states, a 
process that helps shape international law. This approach 
also means that several controversial legal claims of the 
prior administration have been left undisturbed and there-
fore retain precedential value, both domestically and in-
ternationally. As a result, the Obama administration’s in-
ternational war powers legacy will be a modest one.

Offering clear views about the U.S. government’s inter-
national legal positions undoubtedly incurs costs. However, 
the executive branch should continually keep in mind the 
underappreciated but significant benefits to the U.S. that 
flow from asserting both generalized and specific articula-
tions of international law.

Before joining the Law School as an associate professor of law, 

Ashley Deeks served as the assistant legal adviser for political-

military affairs in State Department’s Office of the Legal Adviser, 

and was a legal adviser at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad.

 Ready forRisa 
DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF is already spreading a message about 

what it means to be a lawyer educated at the University of Virginia.

by MARY WOOD
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‘‘L
ook to your right, look to your 
left,” Goluboff told first-year law 
students at this year’s orientation, 
beginning a line that normally ends 
with a gloomy prediction that some 
students will drop out. Instead, she 
continued, “These are going to be 

your friends, your colleagues and your networks.”
Goluboff is setting the stage for students—and the world—

to understand what’s special about being educated at the 
University of Virginia School of Law. 

“UVA is unique in its diversity—in people’s viewpoints, 
politics, ideology, where they come from, in race, gender, 
sexual orientation and ethnicity,” she said in an interview. 
“It’s a challenge in any institution to maintain community, 
collegiality and dialogue in the face of difference. If you 
asked anyone in this building, they would say that’s what 
we try to do, and that we succeed unbelievably well.”

Goluboff began her new role as the school’s 12th dean in 
July, a job she repeatedly describes as a “privilege,” after serving 
on the faculty for 14 years. She is the first woman to serve as 
dean in the almost 200-year history of the Law School.

“UVA Law is a joyous place and a humane place, and I’m 
excited to model those values as the dean,” Goluboff said. 

Goluboff’s credentials are hard to match: She earned an 
undergraduate degree from Harvard University, a J.D. from 
Yale Law School and a Ph.D. in history from Princeton 
University. She clerked for Judge Guido Calabresi of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and for U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Stephen G. Breyer (both of whom sing her 
praises; see “Judging the New Dean”). She has written two 
books recognized as significant contributions to civil rights 
and legal history, “The Lost Promise of Civil Rights” (2007), 
which received the James Willard Hurst Prize and the Order 
of the Coif award for best book in the legal field, and “Vagrant 
Nation: Police Power, Constitutional Change, and the Making 
of 1960s,” published this year. Her additional honors include 
UVA’s All-University Teaching Award, a Guggenheim Fel-
lowship, a Fulbright Scholarship and a fellowship from the 
American Council for Learned Societies. 

She also crisscrossed the South for the “Let’s Go” travel 
books as an undergraduate, making her perhaps the most 
knowledgeable law school dean about where to get the best 
barbecue and fried catfish below the Mason-Dixon Line on 
a $40-a-day budget.

“I think Risa is a perfect choice as dean for UVA,” said 

James Ryan ’92, a former UVA Law vice dean and professor 
who now serves as dean of the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education. “She combines a first-rate intellect, incredible 
scholarly talent and phenomenal teaching with a complete-
ly winning personality and great sense of humor. She is both 
rigorous and empathetic, aspirational and realistic, and she 
has a compelling vision for how the law and lawyers can 
promote social justice. She both models and embraces the 
unique culture of UVA Law. Most of all, she is curious about 
the people around her and interested in their stories and 
how she can be of service.”

Former Dean John C. Jeffries Jr. ’73, who chaired the 
search committee for the new dean, said there were several 
strong candidates for the deanship, but Goluboff stood out 
“because of her national reputation as a scholar and because 
of her lively and engaging personality.”  

“She will be a strong voice in representing the Law School’s 
interests, both within the University and across the nation,” 
Jeffries said.

A SCHOLAR 
OF LAW—AND OF 

LAWYERS
The youngest child of a clinical psychologist and an advertis-
ing creative director, Goluboff grew up in New York as a 
third-generation Brooklynite. 

She became interested in civil rights history and law, in-
spired by legal heroes such as Clarence Darrow and Thurgood 
Marshall, and motivated by the racial tension she saw in 
New York, at a time when protests in the city would interrupt 
school more often than snow days. 

For her undergraduate thesis, she spent a semester living 
on Johns Island in South Carolina in an historically African-
American community, collecting oral histories and volun-
teering with a local organization. Nearing graduation from 
college, she realized she didn’t want to choose between 
studying history and law, so she chose both, pursuing a J.D. 
and a Ph.D. in history.

“Studying the Southern civil rights movement exposed 
me to the power of lawyers as well as the power of grassroots 
organizations,” she said. “Law isn’t something ‘out there’ 

Just a few weeks into her new role as dean, RISA GOLUBOFF
rewrote one of the most famous lines 

in law school history.
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that exists in a vacuum outside of human 
control. The law is what people make it.”

Human enterprise is an idea she has con-
tinually come back to in her scholarship—not 
only lawyers shaping law, but everyday people 
shaping law, an undergirding theme in her two 
books. Through her scholarship, she explored 
“how crucial lawyers are to the efficacy of 
regular people to having their voices heard, to 
achieving their goals and to helping them make 
change in the world. And so I became not just 
a scholar of the law, but a scholar of lawyers.”

EMPOWERING 
STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY
As a professor, Goluboff said, she loves leading 
students to “a-ha moments”—and realizing them 
herself.

“I don’t think teaching is a one-way street, 
that I impart wisdom to my students and they 
abide it,” she said. “We need to educate our 
students—and I think we do educate our stu-
dents—not to be passive recipients of informa-
tion, but to empower them to understand the 
role they play in the legal process, the legal 
system and our gover-
nance structures.”

Goluboff said she 
sees her new role as 
further enabling her to 
invest in students. 

Among her goals as dean are ensuring that 
every eligible applicant is able to attend the Law 
School regardless of means, and that each can 
pursue the career of his or her dreams—whether 
in the private sector or the public interest. “The 
Law School is unique in providing unparalleled 
access to all three postgraduate types of prac-
tice—private firms and businesses, public inter-
est jobs and clerkships,” she said. “I’m commit-
ted to finding ways to expand those 
opportunities even further.”

Goluboff is equally committed to making sure 
that each law student graduates as fully pre-
pared as possible for his or her career path of 
choice, as well as finding new ways to educate 
students about the responsibilities and the op-
portunities that come with their law degrees. 

“Life is long, and law school is comparative-
ly short,” Goluboff said. “It is critical for law 
schools both to prepare our students for their 

first jobs and anticipate what they will need to know 10, 20 
and 30 years into their careers. So our role is to prepare them 
as lawyers, and also help them conceive of themselves as 
holders of the public trust and as future leaders in their own 
right.”

According to Goluboff, that requires not only the black-
letter, “thinking-like-a-lawyer” analytical training that is 
the bedrock of legal education, but also a broad base of ex-
ternal perspectives—from fields like economics and history—
as well as experiential and professional skills training so 
that graduates can hit the ground running.

UVA Law’s community spirit is also key to preparing 
students to be good lawyers, Goluboff said.

“It’s not only that we enable students to be happy while 
in law school, and then they go off and have great careers, 
it’s that their happiness while in law school—which is made 
possible in large part by our shared values of humanity, 
community, collaboration and dialogue—makes possible 
those phenomenal careers,” she said. 

She noted that UVA Law students go on to become leaders 
of nonprofits and public interest organizations, prominent 
government officials, managing partners in law firms, and 
CEOs and in-house counsel at very high rates. 

“That’s because in addition to teaching them analytical 
reasoning and how to take depositions, we’ve taught them 
how to work in teams, how to respectfully disagree and how 
to think big,” Goluboff said.

She said she is continually impressed by the kindness of 
UVA’s students. 

“When I was pregnant with my first child, my students 
had a whole plan in case I went into labor during class. They 

knew who was going to call the ambulance, who was going 
to find my husband [Professor Richard Schragger], and who 
was going to stay with me,” she said. “They cared about me, 
just as they care about each other and this whole commu-
nity. That’s a hallmark of who our students are.”

That commitment to one another is the linchpin not only 
of the student experience at UVA, Goluboff said, but also of 
the productivity and reputation of the faculty. 

“Our intellectual community is unparalleled in its open-
ness to all ideas and methodologies, and its commitment to 
true dialogue,” she said. “The traffic in ideas that is a regular 
and crucial part of the Law School enables our faculty to 
produce scholarship of the highest quality. 

“We’ve always prided ourselves on nurturing junior schol-
ars on our faculty and leaders among our students,” Goluboff 
said. “It turns out that we also nurture leaders from within 
our faculty.” 

In the past four years, a number of leaders in higher edu-
cation have come from the UVA Law faculty. In addition to 
Goluboff and Ryan, Elizabeth Magill ’95, a former vice dean 

“We’ve taught students how to work in teams, how 
to respectfully disagree and how to think big.”

“I’m delighted 
she’s dean,” 
Breyer said. “Risa 
was a wonderful 
law clerk. She’s 
highly intelligent, 
she is filled with 
energy, she likes 
people and is 
interested in 
what they think, 
and she is lots of 

fun—she has a 
good sense of 
humor. I’m sure 
she will be an 
excellent dean.”

Calabresi, who 
served as dean of 
Yale Law School 
for nine years 
before becoming 
a judge, said 

Goluboff “is 
unusually suited 
for the job.”

“Risa is an 
absolute 
powerhouse,” 
Calabresi said. 
“She looks small, 
as though the 
wind would blow 
her over, but she 
can stand up to 

any hurricane, 
anywhere. She is 
as smart as any 
clerk I have had, 
and I’ve had an 
extraordinary 
number of clerks 
who have gone 
on to quite 
remarkable 
things. Risa ranks 
at the very top of 

them, and she 
combines this 
powerful mind 
with a degree of 
charm and care 
for other people, 
which makes her 
exactly right to 
be a dean. She is 
a true 
intellectual, and 
she understands 

what it means to 
do scholarship 
and to study, so 
she is somebody 
who can be 
sympathetic to 
students and to 
faculty alike.”

JUDGING THE NEW DEAN GOLUBOFF’S FORMER bosses, JUSTICE 
STEPHEN BREYER and JUDGE GUIDO CALABRESI, for whom she clerked, remember her intelligence and warmth.
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at UVA Law, became dean of Stanford Law, and former 
professor Jennifer Mnookin became dean at UCLA School 
of Law. 

“I don’t know if you can point to any other institution and 
find four deans emerging from a five-year cohort,” Goluboff 
said. “That’s a remarkable testament to our culture.”

Goluboff said she plans to continue to nurture this culture 
of collegiality as well as promote the school’s stellar aca-
demic reputation. She has already increased support for 
faculty scholarship and travel and for a broader array of 
conferences and speakers at the Law School.

SUPPORTING 
THE UVA LAW 
FAMILY
Now that her role at the school has changed, Goluboff has 
shifted from often starting her mornings writing alone to 
frequent meetings with the UVA Law community. She’s 
traveling across the country to meet with alumni this fall.

“I was a happy scholar, but I’m an extrovert, so I’m happy to 
have days full of meeting and talking with people,” she said. 

One of the things that makes her happiest, 
she said, is having a sense of ownership of the 
community. 

“They’re all my students now, and they’re all 
my alumni,” she said. “I am so proud to call the 
UVA Law family my own.”

As the University’s bicentennial approaches, 
the Law School is gearing up for a capital cam-
paign that will focus on student scholarships 
and financial aid. Blair Wimbush ’80, chair of 
the Law School Foundation Board of Trustees, 
said he’s happy to have Goluboff at the helm.

“We know that resources geared directly 
toward making legal education affordable for 
the best students in America is important, and 
Risa will play a significant role in allowing us 
to address that,” Wimbush said. “The dean plays 
the critical role in that because she will provide 
the link between all of the folks aligned in 
support of legal education at UVA—the faculty, 
the students, staff, the central administration 
and alumni all interact with and through the 
dean. Having someone who’s smart and warm 
and engaging doing that is a great asset for 
ensuring we can make that happen.” ▼▲

TOP LEFT ❱ Goluboff met with alumni, including James Rutherfurd ’81 and his son, Winthrop Rutherfurd ’15, at a reception in New York in March. 
TOP RIGHT ❱ Goluboff threw out the ceremonial first pitch at the North Grounds Softball Invitational in April. 
BOTTOM LEFT ❱ Goluboff meets with members of the Black Law Students Association. 

“The faculty, the staff 
and the students here 
are all engaged in a 
larger shared 
enterprise beyond the 
formal curriculum, 
beyond the process 
of professionalization 
that you are 
beginning. It’s an 
enterprise that never 
loses sight of the 
importance of 
humanity, respect, 
relationships, to both 
the educational 
process that you’re in 
now and to the 
workings of the law 
that you are going to 
enter.”

“Lawyers are not 
argumentative, that’s 
not what we do—we 
persuade, we don’t 
argue.”

“Don’t ever think that 
disagreement is 
somehow un-
collegial. 
Disagreement is not 
un-collegial—it’s 
healthy when it’s 
done in the right 
spirit, which is the 
spirit I think we foster 
here.” 

“My husband jokes 
that I love lawyers. 
Well, he’s a lawyer, so 
that’s very self-
serving for him.”

“Becoming a lawyer 
is about what goes on 
both inside the 
classroom and 
outside of it. And you 
will leave here, I hope, 
both a better lawyer 
and a better person, a 
person and a lawyer 
with judgment, 
perspective, 
imagination, dignity, 
empathy, integrity 
and leadership. And I 
have long felt the 
privilege of teaching 
at a law school that 
prizes all those 
things, and I am so 
honored to be the 
dean of this law 
school for all those 
reasons, and I feel 
that privilege even 
more.”

“There is no better 
place than UVA Law 
School to become 
this kind of lawyer, to 
have access to the 
opportunity, to 
understand the 
power of the law and 
to exercise it 
responsibly.”

“I do love lawyers … 
it’s not just love, it’s 
also faith. It’s hokey, I 
know it’s hokey. ... I 
believe in lawyers, 
and being a dean is 
both a privilege and a 
responsibility for me. 
I believe in the power 
of the law, I believe in 
a legal education that 
prepares you for 
every opportunity 
you can imagine and 
every responsibility 
you will encounter. I 
believe in you. My 14 
years at this law 
school have only 
reaffirmed those 
beliefs. This is such an 
amazing place to 
begin your careers. I 
am so excited for you. 
Welcome to the 
family.” 

FAMOUS 
FIRST 
WORDS GOLUBOFF HAS A 
KNACK for eloquently describing the school 
and the responsibility of educating law 
students. Here are a few of the best lines 
from her orientation speech to the incoming 
first-year class.
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SUPREME 
COURT 
LITIGATION 
CLINIC  
Celebrates 
a Decade 
of Wins 
and 
Influence

A Supreme 10 Years

❱ Courtroom illustrator Arthur Lien captured PROFESSOR DAN ORTIZ 
as he argued Henderson v. United States on Feb. 24, 2015.
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MATT MADDEN ’07 
WAS AMONG A 
GROUP OF UVA 
LAW STUDENTS 
SIGNED UP FOR 
A NEW CLINIC 
THAT HAD THEM 
DOING SOME 
SUMMER 
“HOMEWORK” 
BEFORE THE 
START OF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR—
monitoring the federal appeals 
courts for cases that might attract 
the attention of the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Madden saw potential when 
he happened upon Watson v. United 
States.

“Watson was an unpublished 
decision by the Fifth Circuit, a very 
short opinion in which they applied 
prior circuit law to Mr. Watson’s 
case, but that circuit law was in 
disagreement with other circuits,” 
Madden said. “We started looking 
into whether Mr. Watson’s case 
would provide a vehicle for the 
Supreme Court to resolve the then-
existing circuit split.”

The yearlong Supreme Court 
Litigation Clinic, which officially 
launched in the fall of 2006, chalked 
its first win with the case in 2008. 
The justices issued a 9-0 opinion in 
favor of Watson.

Each year 12 or more law students 
continue to scour appellate court 
dockets for potential clients. When a 
client agrees to work with them, the 
students write their most persuasive 
briefs and, with a little luck, make a 
trip to Washington, D.C., to hear their 
arguments make history.

Ten years after the clinic began, 
the number of cases the class has 
taken on and successfully argued is 
the envy of any law firm in the nation. 

Of the 12 cases the court has heard, 
Virginia has won eight and a split 
decision in a ninth case. 

For the 2012 to 2015 terms, the 
clinic’s record for having cert 
petitions granted ranks second 

among all nongovernmental actors, 
according to a study soon to be 
published in the Villanova Law 
Review. That includes law firms.

“Our success rate is probably as 
good as any law firm that has tried 
to get a Supreme Court case,” said 
Professor Dan Ortiz, who launched 
and directs the clinic. He has argued 
four cases before the court.

This year, Ortiz is teaching 
the clinic with Professor Toby 
Heytens ’00, a former attorney for 
the Office of the Solicitor General 
who has argued six cases at the court; 
adjunct professor John Elwood, a 
partner at the D.C. law firm Vinson 
& Elkins who has argued nine 
cases at the court (Elwood is also 
a leading voice on SCOTUSblog 
and Twitter @johnpelwood); and 
Jeremy Marwell, one of Elwood’s 
law partners who has often practiced 
before the court. (Vinson & Elkins is 
the No. 1 ranked nongovernmental 
actor in the Villanova study—thanks, 
in substantial part, to cases the firm 
has undertaken with the clinic.)

Ortiz conceived the clinic after 
seeing the model work at Stanford 
Law School. That class is led by 
Stanford law professor Pamela 
Karlan, Ortiz’s friend and former 
classmate at Yale. Karlan is also a 
former UVA Law professor. When 
Ortiz asked permission to adapt the 
model for Virginia, Karlan gave her 
blessing.

Since then, the clinic’s influence 
has had a ripple effect not only 
on Supreme Court jurisprudence, 

but on the careers of alumni who 
participated. Thirteen clinic alums 
have gone on to clerk at the Supreme 
Court, in addition to 73 at circuit 
courts, 41 at district courts and four 
at state courts.

The clinic has built its niche on 
identifying important conflicts 
in legal interpretation—often at 
the intersection of criminal and 
constitutional law—in which most 
law firms and movement lawyers 
wouldn’t first stake a claim.

The clinic introduces third-year 
students to all aspects of Supreme 
Court practice, short of actually 
arguing the cases in court (although 
they do moot their professors). 

But in the beginning, the clinic 
was limited to two students and 
one cert petition—essentially a trial 
run during the spring of 2006. Ortiz 
taught the original class with David 
Goldberg, a lecturer with experience 
at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
who now teaches at Stanford.

“We loved it,” Ortiz said of the 
experiment. “Turns out the students 
did too.”

The clinic added a semester the 
following fall, and another instructor, 
Mark Stancil ’99, who still teaches 
the clinic on a recurring basis. To 
date, the D.C. appellate litigator and 
partner at Robbins, Russell, Englert, 
Orseck, Untereiner & Sauber has 
argued five cases before the Supreme 
Court. 

The clinic’s first win, in Watson, 
held that trading drugs for a gun did 
not amount to “using” a firearm in 

CLINIC ALUMS recently took the steps of the Supreme Court once 
more in celebration of the clinic’s 10-year anniversary. 

PICTURED:

NICOLE FRAZER ’15, 
RYAN BAASCH ’15, 
DAVID MORDKOFF ’08, 
NICK REAVES ’15, 
PAIGE ANDERSON ’13, 
JACK HERMAN ’12,  
LIDE PATERNO ’15, 
KEVIN GALLAGHER ’14, 
ANNA MCDANIEL ’15, 
NOAH MINK ’11, 
LUCAS BEIRNE ’12, 
LEVI SWANK ’13, 
KATIE SHEN ’12, 
JOHN MORAN ’10, 
DONALD BURKE ’08, 
WELLS HARRELL ’11, 
CHAD FARRELL ’07, 
LANORA PETTIT ’10, 
MATT MADDEN ’07, 
Instructor MARK STANCIL ’99, 
BRINTON LUCAS ’11, 
Instructor JOHN ELWOOD, 
ANDREW BENTZ ’12.

“Our success rate is probably as 
good as any law firm that has tried 

to get a Supreme Court case.” 
 —PROFESSOR DAN ORTIZ



HOLDING: A law 
requiring public 
officials to recuse 
themselves from 
decisions on matters 
which the 
independence of 
judgment of a rea-
sonable person in 
their situation 
would be materially 
affected by certain 
concerns does not 
violate their free 
speech.  
DECISION: 9-0 WIN 

 
❱ Fox v. Vice (2011) 
HOLDING: When a 
plaintiff’s civil 

rights lawsuit in-
volves both frivo-
lous and non-frivo-
lous claims, a court 
may grant reason-
able attorney’s fees 
to the defendant, 
but only for costs 
that the defendant 
would not have 
incurred but for the 
frivolous claims. 
DECISION: 9-0 

PARTIAL WIN 
 
❱ Abbott v. United 
States (2010) 
HOLDING: A defen-
dant is subject to the 
highest mandatory 

minimum specified 
for his conduct 
under the felon-in-
possession statute, 
unless another 
provision of law 
directed to conduct 
proscribed by that 
particular statute, 
not by any other 
statute of whose 
violation he is con-
victed, imposes an 
even greater man-
datory minimum. 
DECISION: 8-0 LOSS 

 
❱ Bloate v. United 
States (2010) 
HOLDING: The time 

granted to prepare 
pretrial motions is 
not automatically 
excludable under 
the Speedy Trial 
Act. 
DECISION: 7-2 WIN 

 
❱ Vaden v. Discover 
Bank (2009) 
HOLDING: A federal 
court may “look 
through” a petition 
to compel 
arbitration to 
determine whether 
the underlying 
controversy “arises 
under” federal law; 
under the well-

pleaded complaint 
rule, however, the 
court may not 
entertain a petition 
based on the 
contents of just a 
counterclaim. 
DECISION: 5-4 WIN 

 
❱ Indiana v. 
Edwards (2008) 
HOLDING: The Sixth 
Amendment allows 
states to insist that 
defendants 
competent enough 
to stand trial but not 
able to conduct trial 
proceedings by 
themselves be 

represented by 
counsel.  
DECISION: 7-2 LOSS 

 
❱ Watson v. United 
States (2007) 
HOLDING: Trading 
drugs for a gun does 
not amount to 
“using” a firearm in 
a drug transaction, 
for which an 
additional 
mandatory 
minimum term of 
imprisonment 
applies.  
DECISION: 9-0 WIN 

NOTE: YEARS INDICATE 
DATE OF DECISION. 
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❱ Elonis v. United 
States (2015) 
HOLDING: To be 
convicted under the 
federal threat 
statute, a defendant 
must be aware that 
his communications 
would cause the 
recipient to fear 
harm.
DECISION: 7-2 WIN

❱ Henderson v. 
United States (2015) 

HOLDING: A felon 
who upon convic-
tion of his crime 
transfers possession 
of his firearms to 

the government and 
then transfers 
ownership to a third 
party does not 
constructively 
“possess” them in 
violation of the law. 
DECISION: 9-0 WIN 

 
❱ Rosemond v. 
United States (2014) 

HOLDING: To aid and 
abet the crime of 
using a firearm 
during a drug 
offense, the 
defendant must 
know beforehand 
that one of his 
confederates will 

carry a gun.  
DECISION: 7-2 WIN 

 
❱ Vance v. Ball State 
University (2013) 

HOLDING: To be 
considered a “super-
visor” for purposes 
of vicarious liability 
under Title VII, an 
employee who ha-
rasses another must 
have the power to 
take tangible em-
ployment actions, 
like firing, against 
the victim.  
DECISION: 5-4 LOSS 

 

❱ Borough of 
Duryea v. 
Guarnieri (2011) 
HOLDING: Public 
employees cannot 
sue an employer 
under the Petition 
Clause for alleged 
retaliation unless 
the underlying 
dispute implicates a 
matter of public 
concern. 
DECISION: 8-1 WIN 

(with a partial 
dissent from Scalia) 
 
❱ Nevada Commis-
sion on Ethics v. 
Carrigan (2011) 

a drug transaction, for which the 
clinic’s client received an additional 
five years of imprisonment.  

Madden not only found Watson, he 
“saw it through from the cert petition 
to the merits briefing,” Stancil said. 
Madden is now a partner in Stancil’s 
law firm, and the first clinic alum 
to argue a case before the Supreme 
Court—last term’s successful Harris 
v. Viegelahn.

Since Watson, the clinic has 
developed multiple models for how 
to approach cases, and has handled 
issues as diverse as the appropriate 
venue to resolve a dispute against 
a credit card company (in Vaden v. 
Discover Bank, “a real law geek’s 
case,” Ortiz said) to how to interpret 
perceived threats made via social 
media (in Anthony D. Elonis v. United 
States, the high-profile Facebook 
case). 

In the latter, the court left 
unanswered a key question: What 
level of intent to follow through 
is required when a threat is made 
in a public forum? Ortiz believes 
that dilemma, and the clinic’s work 
pondering related issues, will give 
courts something to chew on for 
years to come.

Last year, CBS News featured the 
clinic at work on its most recent case, 
Henderson v. United States, which 
focused on a felon’s right to transfer 
firearms he legally owns but may no 
longer legally possess to a third party. 

The clinic won Henderson 
unanimously, and has bested the 
federal government five out of six 
times overall.

Casey T.S. Jonas ’17, a law student 
in this year’s clinic, said it’s a joy to 
be involved with the clinic during its 
anniversary year. 

“My team is working on a really 
fascinating arbitration case,” she 
said. “Four different petitions for 
certiorari related to our case have 
been filed from different circuits, so 
it’s exciting to see the issue and case 
develop before our eyes.

“There’s simply nothing better 
than putting your head together with 
a team of other smart people and 
working on a problem.” ▼▲

A SHORT HISTORY: 
THE CLINIC AT THE COURT

2007

2010

2009

2016

2014

2016



HARRIS 
V. ARIZONA 
INDEPENDENT 
REDISTRICTING 
COMMITTEE 
VOTER REDISTRICTING 

“THIS IS PART of the deal. State 
legislators have been gerrymandering 
since the beginning of our country. We 
expect this. It’s part of political 
competition and they’re permitted to do 
it as long as they stay within certain 
limits. … Remember that mention of 
partisan gerrymandering? They both do 
it, by the way, so liberals: Don’t feel bad.” 

—PROFESSOR MICHAEL GILBERT 

at the roundup 

MCDONNELL 
V. UNITED STATES
VIRGINIA GOV. BOB 
MCDONNELL’S APPEAL 
OF HIS FRAUD 
CONVICTION

“THIS UNANIMOUS decision 
adopts the approach of 
using the language in one 
statute to limit language in 
another. This is an unusual 
remedy for what the 
justices identified as 
potentially unconstitutional 

vagueness, but at least the 
court has provided more 

clarity and guidance 
that would have been 

useful to have had in place when 
McDonnell was tried.”

—PROFESSOR BRANDON GARRETT 
in a statement

“THE COURT has done the 
country a good turn by 
constraining federal 
bribery law within 
reasonable limits. What 
Bob McDonnell did was 

undeniably sleazy, but the 
interpretations by the 

lower courts would 
have criminalized 

many acts of ordinary politics.”

—PROFESSOR JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73 
in The Virginian-Pilot

SPOKEO, INC. 
V. ROBINS
ARTICLE III 
STANDING TO 
SEEK STATUTORY 
MINIMUM 
DAMAGES

“I THINK what the 
Supreme Court did here 

might improve matters. 
It might keep out of 

courts those bad cases where there’s 
really no harm alleged.” 

—PROFESSOR JASON JOHNSTON 
in Legal NewsLine

 
UNITED STATES 
V. TEXAS  
IMMIGRATION AND 
PRESIDENTIAL POWER

“THE SUPREME 
Court’s 4-4 split on 
President Obama’s 
deferred action programs 
puts the broader issue of 
how to resolve the fate of 
about 10 million long-
term unauthorized 

immigrants squarely 
back into the political 

arena. As dismaying 
as our current 

political dialogue is, this is right 
where the issue should be.”

  —PROFESSOR DAVID MARTIN in a 
Miller Center op-ed

WHOLE 
WOMAN’S HEALTH 
V. HELLERSTEDT 
ABORTION RIGHTS

“WE’RE LIKELY to see courts assess the 
factual underpinnings for laws for 
which the justification by state 

legislatures is that the 
regulations protect a 
woman’s health. I think 
we’re likely to see increased 
scrutiny of the factual 
underpinnings of those 
claims to see whether they 
in fact serve women’s 
health and then we’re also 

likely to see the court 
balance the degree to 
which they promote 

women’s health against the burden 
that they impose on a woman’s ability 
to choose an abortion.” 

—PROFESSOR DEBORAH HELLMAN 

at the roundup

ZUBIK V. BURWELL 
RELIGION AND THE 
CONTRACEPTION-
COVERAGE MANDATE

 
“IT’S A WIN for the religious groups 
in the sense that they live to fight 
another day. But they didn’t win 
anything on the merits, and there 
were very serious disagreements 
between the two sides in the 
supplemental briefing.”  
…
“I think the lower courts will find 
those disagreements unbridgeable.” 

—PROFESSOR DOUGLAS LAYCOCK in 
a press statement and in the Deseret 

News   

 
“WE SHOULD also not 
lose sight of the fact that 
employees have been 
harmed in the process of 
this litigation. … It is 
unfortunate that the 
constitutional interests 

of those women are 
not directly 
represented in 

this litigation. As we have argued 
previously, employees 
who have been 
denied statutory 
benefits as a result 
of religious 
accommodations 
deserve protection 
under the Establishment 
Clause. They should 

not be deprived of 
their rights while the 
court attempts to 

settle this dispute.”

—PROFESSORS RICHARD SCHRAGGER 
and MICAH SCHWARTZMAN ’05 in a 

Slate op-ed, with Nelson Tebbe

“THE BIG STORY THIS YEAR was the 
death of Justice Scalia, which left the 
court split 4-4 in some important 
cases. [A 4-4 decision] affirms without 
opinion and without creating a 
precedent in the Supreme Court. So 
President Obama’s immigration plan 
was struck down 4-4 without 
precedential effect, most likely 
instead of being struck down 5-4 
with a potentially sweeping opinion. 
Public employee unions survived 4-4 
instead of having much of their 
funding cut off. 
…
“Sometimes [Scalia’s] absence led not 
to a 4-4 affirmance, but to narrow 
opinions that duck the issue—most 
famously in Zubik v. Burwell, 
involving the contraceptive mandate 
under the Affordable Care Act. A 
claim of religious nonprofits for an 
even broader religious exemption 
than the one the administration had 
created ended in a unanimous 

remand that looks like a 
desperate request to 
‘please, please settle this 
case.’ Ain’t gonna happen; 
those cases will be coming 
back. 
…
“But what they did not do in 

any of these cases is set the 
case for re-argument 
next term. Why not? 
Because it wouldn’t 

have done any good. The court returns 
on Monday, still has only eight justices, 
and will likely have only eight justices 
for all or most of this year. Some 
Republicans are openly talking about 
never confirming a Democratic 
nominee, but even if someone is 
nominated after Jan. 20 and 
confirmed in due course (which seems 
more likely), that person won’t be 
there in time to vote on many cases 
and maybe not any cases. Oral 
arguments end in April and a three-
month confirmation process would 
not be surprising or astonishing.”

—PROFESSOR DOUGLAS LAYCOCK on 
the state of the court at the roundup

 EVENWEL 
V. ABBOTT 
VOTER 
REDISTRICTING

“WE CARE, in a democracy, 
about equal voting power, 
but we also care about 

equality in representation. 
One of the really 

interesting things about 
Evenwel is that it 

demonstrates clearly that we probably 
can’t get both.” 

—PROFESSOR MICHAEL GILBERT 
at the roundup

 FISHER V. 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
IN UNDERGRADUATE 
ADMISSIONS 

“FIRST, while the narrowness of the 
decision, by a vote of 4-3, was 

expected, the result was 
not. The court’s decision to 
grant certiorari in this case 
revealed that at least four 
justices at the time 
(including Justice Scalia) 
had doubts about the Fifth 
Circuit’s opinion conformity 

to the initial ruling by the 
Supreme Court in this 

case. Today’s decision 
reveals that four justices 

no longer think this.”

—PROFESSOR GEORGE RUTHERGLEN 
in a statement

“DESPITE the cautions—and schools 
should take those cautions seriously—
this is a huge win for educational 
diversity and for university admissions 
policies.”

—PROFESSOR DOUGLAS LAYCOCK 
in a statement

“THE COURT’S continued reliance on 
diversity to justify race-based affir-
mative action likely undermines the 
legitimacy of affirmative action in 
the long run. Our nation understand-
ably questions race-based decision-

making, especially by the 
state. When the justifica-
tion for affirmative action 
lacks moral weight, fails to 
fit the policy’s focus and 
appears to come at the 
expense of equality, its 
legitimacy is ultimately 

jeopardized.
“The more persuasive 

basis for affirmative 
action is that law and 

custom, North and South, 
comprehensively suppressed the 
economic and educational 
opportunities of African-Americans 
and other people of color for 
hundreds of years and numerous 
generations. The effect of that 
discrimination is reflected in the 
stark racial disparities that persist 
across virtually every indicator of 
economic and social well-being. 

Affirmative action is best justified 
as a means to fulfill our nation’s 
moral duty to rectify that injustice. 
What our nation needs is to return to 
an understanding that affirmative 
action, sensibly designed, is justified 
by—indeed required by—equality, 
fairness and justice.”

—PROFESSOR KIM FORDE-MAZRUI 

in a statement
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SIZING 
UP 
THE 
SUPREME 
COURT 
TERM
IN THE WAKE 
OF ONE OF 
THE MOST 
UNUSUAL U.S. 
SUPREME 
COURT TERMS 
IN RECENT 
MEMORY, 

PROFESSORS 
SPOKE OUT

THROUGH 
THE MEDIA, 
AS DECISIONS 
WERE 
RELEASED, 
AND 
AT THE 
ANNUAL 
FALL 
ROUNDUP 
ON 
SEPT. 26.



❱ CLINIC STUDENTS 
JUDE HALAWI ’16  
and DANA 
WALLACE ’16 with 
Appellate Litigation 
Clinic Director 
STEPHEN BRAGA 
at the Fourth Circuit 
on May 12. The 
students won their 
case, Keith Clark v. 
Larry Cartledge.

WHEN IT COMES to 
federal appeals, lawyers 
and their clients tend to 
lose much more often 

than they prevail. But that rule of 
thumb didn’t apply this year to the 
Law School’s Appellate Litigation 
Clinic.

The clinic went undefeated in the 
Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
winning all five of its cases there, 
including one of note that corrected an 
abuse of discretion in sentencing. The 
clinic ended the academic year with a 
5-3 record in all circuits in which it 
presented challenges. 

“Our overall record of winning 
reversals on appeal for our clients this 
year is 62.5 percent—significantly 
better than the federal circuit appellate 
reversal rate nationwide, which is 
approximately 7 percent,” said Stephen 
Braga, director of the clinic. 

The students’ highest-profile case, 
Mangum v. Hallembaek, corrected a 
legal error by the federal Bureau of 
Prisons that interpreted a lack of 
direction by a North Carolina federal 
judge to a state court as approval for 
consecutive sentencing. The winning 
appeal spared their client 10 years in jail.

The yearlong clinic allows 12 
students to engage in the hands-on 
practice of appellate litigation through 
actual cases before various federal 
circuit courts of appeals. The students 
are placed in teams and assigned to 
handle primary responsibility for work 
on at least one appellate case during 
the course of the year. In addition, the 
students work together as a small law 
firm to provide secondary-level 
assistance to each other.

All of the clinic’s students, who 
graduated in May, argued in court this 
year. Travis Andrews, Ricky 
Camposanto, Clint Cowan, Kyrie 
Graziosi, Jude Halawi, Sean Johnson, 
Brian Remondino, Josh Robbins, 
Andrew Selman, Katie Tongalson, 
Dana Wallace and Jean Zhuang 
brought cases before the Fourth, Sixth 
and Eighth circuits. Third-year 
practice licenses allowed them to 
present the cases, under Braga’s 
supervision. 

—Eric Williamson

UNDEFEATED
in the Fourth Circuit

IN 
WINNING 

FIVE 
CASES 

THIS 
YEAR, 

THE 
APPELLATE 
LITIGATION 

CLINIC 
EXCELS 

OVER 
FEDERAL 

APPELLATE 
REVERSAL 

RATE
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2014-17 
COURSES

Accounting: 

Understanding and 

Analyzing Financial 

Statements

Corporate Tax

Employee Benefits 

Law

Estate Planning: 

Principles and 

Practice

EU Taxation 

Federal Income Tax 

Federal Income Tax: 

Advanced Topics 

Federal Taxation of 

Gratuitous Transfers

Gender, Status and 

Taxation

International Tax 

Policy

International Taxation

Issues in State and 

Local Taxation and 

Fiscal Policy

Nonprofit 

Organizations

Partnership Tax

Practical Trust 

and Estate 

Administration

Private Equity and 

Hedge Funds

Professional 

Responsibility for 

Tax Lawyers

Providing K-12 

Education; Taxes 

and Money

Quantitative Methods

Real Estate 

Transactions: 

Principles and 

Practice

Retirement Security

State Tax in the U.S. 

and EU

Tax Discrimination

Tax Policy 

Tax Policy and 

Reform 

Tax Practice and 

Procedure Seminar

Taxation and 

Economic 

Development 

CLINIC
Nonprofit Clinic

MICHAEL 
DORAN
❱ Former partner at 

Caplin & Drysdale 
in Washington, 
D.C., practicing 
federal   tax and 
federal pension law.

❱ Served twice in the 
Office of Tax Policy 
at the U.S. Treasury 
Department.

❱ Most recent scholar-
ship (two articles 
forthcoming in 
2017) challenges 
conventional 
theory of executive 
compensation.

ANDREW 
HAYASHI
❱ Ph.D. in economics 

from University of 
California, Berke-
ley; M.Sc. in eco-
nomics and phi-
losophy from the 
London School of 
Economics.

❱ Was a research 
fellow at the 

Furman Center for 
Real Estate and 
Urban Policy at 
New York Univer-
sity, where his re-
search focused on 
the effects of tax 
policy on real 
estate and housing 
markets.

❱ Hayashi’s research 
on “tax salience”—
meaning how 
visible a tax is—
showed a correla-
tion between 
higher salience and 
a higher number of 
appeals of property 
tax assessments.

RUTH 
MASON
❱ National reporter for 

the United States to 
the 2008 IFA Con-
gress on tax dis-
crimination.

❱ Co-author of Klu-
wer’s “Series on 
International Taxa-
tion” and a member 
of the editorial 
board of the World 
Tax Journal.

❱ Mason’s research 
focuses on com-
parative taxation, 
with an emphasis on 
EU tax law.

❱ Amicus brief cited 
by U.S. Supreme 
Court in Comptrol-
ler of the Treasury 
of Maryland v. 
Wynne. 

MILDRED W. 
ROBINSON

❱ Commissioner from 
Virginia to the 
National 
Conference on 
Uniform State Laws 
from 1990-94.

❱ Teaches courses on 
estate planning and 
gift taxes, federal 
income tax, and 
how gender and 
status relate to 
economics.

❱ Was a member of 
the inaugural Board 
of Directors for Law 
Access Inc. 
(currently The 
Access Group).

❱ Has proposed tax 
solutions to 
stabilize K-12 
education funding.

PAUL B.   
STEPHAN ’77
❱ Worked on a variety 

of projects involv-
ing law reform in 
former socialist 

states after the 
collapse of the 
Soviet Union, in-
cluding Russia, 
Georgia, Ukraine, 
Albania and Slova-
kia on behalf of the 
U.S. Treasury, and 
in Kazakhstan and 
Azerbaijan on 
behalf of the Inter-
national Monetary 
Fund.

❱ Helped win case 
against Russian 
government’s 
seizure of oil 
company.

❱ Worked as a report-
er on the Fourth 
Restatement, 
providing guidance 
on foreign relations 
law.

THOMAS R.  
WHITE III
❱ A faculty member 

since 1967, White 
has been actively 
involved in 
developing and 
administering the 
tax curriculum.

❱ Is a member of 
various committees 
of the American 
Bar Association’s 
Tax Section; as a 
Tax Section 
member, he partici-
pated in study 
groups set up to 
propose simplifica-
tion of domestic 
relations tax laws. 

❱ For two years was 
attorney-adviser in 
the Office of Tax 
Legislative Counsel 
for the U.S. Trea-
sury Department.

ETHAN 
YALE
❱ Research and teach-

ing emphasizes the 
taxation of business 
entities and 
complex transac-
tions, including tax 
shelters.

❱ Received the Law 
School’s Carl Mc-
Farland Prize for 
outstanding re-
search.

❱ Selected to present 
at the Stanford/
Yale Junior Faculty 
Forum.

GEORGE K. 
YIN
❱ Served as chief of 

staff of the U.S. 
Congress’ Joint 
Committee on 

Taxation, one of the 
most influential tax 
positions in the 
country.

❱ As tax counsel to 
the U.S. Senate 
Finance 
Committee, he 
coordinated a 
major project to 
revise the tax laws 
dealing with 
corporate-
shareholder 
transactions, 
including corporate 
mergers and 
acquisitions.

❱ Was a co-reporter 
on an American 
Law Institute 
project to reform 
the taxation of 
private businesses 
organized as 
corporations, 
partnerships or 
limited liability 
companies.

❱ Served as a 
consultant to a 
number of 
organizations, 
including the 
Department of 
Treasury and the 
IRS.

UVA LAW’S TAX FACULTY IS REGULARLY CITED AS AMONG THE TOP IN THE NATION. 

Resident faculty bring experience from Congress, the Treasury Department and private practice; influence tax 
decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court; and share their work on an international stage, speaking at forums such as the 
International Fiscal Association Congress in Basel, Switzerland. 

FACULTY FOCUS: Tax Law

FACULTY FOCUS

OUTSIDE 

OF THE 
CLASSROOM, 

about 50 students 

each year assist the 

Volunteer Income Tax 

Association in 

helping low- and 

moderate-income 

residents file their 

taxes. VITA’s efforts 

were recognized by 

the American Bar 

Association 

in September. 

Many students also 

participate in the 

Virginia Tax Review, 

one of the school’s 

oldest student-

run journals and a 

top tax specialty 

journal. Each year 

the Law School 

hosts the Virginia 

Tax Study Group, a 

meeting of some of 

the nation’s leading 

experts in tax policy, 

including scholars, 

practitioners and 

government officials.

TAX AT UVA LAW 
FROM EU TAXATION TO THE NONPROFIT CLINIC, STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO A FULL 
RANGE OF TOPICS IN TAX LAW AT THE LAW SCHOOL.
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ute information. Each year they hand 
out more than a hundred “Know 
Your Rights” pamphlets, which 
include Legal Aid’s phone number for 
referral. If the volunteers suspect a 
problem, they encourage the workers 
to get in touch.

But third-year law student R. 
Cooper Vaughan, who co-directs the 
project this year with second-year 
student Cory K. Sagduyu, said just 
showing up on a recurring basis is 
what seems to matter most.

“What we’re doing is making our 
presence known,” Vaughan said. 

On this evening, he and first-year 
student Siarra Rogers survey the 

property and engage workers in 
friendly conversation whenever the 
Mexican-native crew seems inter-
ested. Since Vaughan is more fluent 
in Spanish, Rogers fills out the Out-
reach Visit Form, which helps the 
project and Legal Aid compile data 
on each location.

The laborers are fatigued and 
ready for showers or chow, but happy 
to engage with the students. Evasive-
ness may indicate problems, Vaughan 
said. In those situations, “it might be 
that something is going on with 
them, but their supervisor’s around, 
and they don’t want to say that they 
have a problem,” he said.

Another good sign: Most of the 
men are return workers. 

Although the students are not 
invited inside on this occasion, they 
see enough to feel good about their 
visit. Conditions at the camp are ru-
dimentary but appear to be accept-
able: There’s electricity, refrigeration, 
private rooms, even satellite televi-
sion.

The students also encounter a band 
of disparate, attention-seeking 
canines. The dogs seem to lighten the 
mood at the otherwise work-centered 
farm.

—Eric Williamson

He stands in front of the long, white-
washed living quarters where an esti-
mated 15 fruit pickers bunk. Next to 
him is a bulletin board thick with 
posters detailing workers’ rights in 
both English and Spanish. He’s 
focused for a moment on the neat 
rows of clean white bins located on 
either side of the dirt road. They 
contain hundreds of ripe green and 
red apples.

“Todo está bien aquí,” he says: “Ev-
erything’s good here.” 

Each fall, students with the 
Migrant Farmworker Project at the 
University of Virginia School of Law 
check in on 13 farms in the region to 

ensure seasonal agricultural workers 
get the pay and fair treatment they 
are entitled to under the law. 

The project, which began in the 
early 1980s, is sponsored by the stu-
dent-run Latin American Law Orga-
nization, and works in partnership 
with the Legal Aid Justice Center in 
Charlottesville. 

The outreach provides students 
experience in field investigation and 
immigration law, helps them bone up 
on their Spanish and counts toward 
their annual Pro Bono Challenge 
hours.

While the students aren’t allowed 
to offer legal advice, they can distrib-

Watching  Out  
   for FARM

WORKERS   ❰ SIARRA ROGERS ’19 and R. COOPER VAUGHAN ’17 
touch base with a fruit picker on the Central Virginia 

farm where he works—part of the yearly outreach the 
Migrant Farmworkers Project provides.

ON A FARM IN 
THE HILLS 

OF CENTRAL 
VIRGINIA, 

SURROUNDED 
BY ACRES 
OF TREES 
COLORED 

BY THE 
FIRST SIGNS 

OF FALL, 
A MIDDLE-AGED 

HISPANIC MAN 
IN AN 

EMBROIDERED 
SHIRT 

CONSIDERS 
A QUESTION. 
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FACULTY
SPENCER 
NAMED 
AUTHOR OF 
FREQUENTLY 
CITED 
‘FEDERAL 
PRACTICE 
AND 
PROCEDURE’
WRIGHT & MILLER’S 
“Federal Practice and 
Procedure” quietly added 
a new name to its list of 
authors this year: 
PROFESSOR A. 
BENJAMIN SPENCER. 
Spencer is taking over 
responsibilities for 
updating the civil rules of 
procedure covered in 
Vols. 5, 5A, 5B, and 5C—
focused on pleadings—for 
the massively cited, multi-
volume reference book 
series. He published his 
first supplement to 
volume 5A this year. 
Additional supplements 
will follow, with a new 
edition of the volume to 
carry his name in 2018.

“This is the preeminent 
reference for civil 
procedure topics for 
practitioners, courts and 
professors,” Spencer said. 
“It’s the No. 1 most-
respected treatise, and it’s 
a big responsibility, 
because courts cite this 
frequently. You’ll see 
thousands and thousands 
of citations to this work.”

 
—Eric Williamson

T
HOMAS JEFFERSON 
considered 12 candidates 
to teach law at the 
University of Virginia 
before hiring John Tayloe 
Lomax. Why was it so 
difficult to find the right 

person for the job? 
“Most law professors at that time were 

also sitting judges, so there was not nec-
essarily a great deal of prestige to holding 
the professor of law position,” explained 
Professor Gordon Hylton ’77, who is 
writing a book on the history of legal 
education at the Law School. “Law teach-
ing as a career did not really exist in 1824, 
when Jefferson began his search for the 
first law professor at UVA.” 

Part of the problem was bad luck. The 
original choice, William Cooper, wasn’t 
willing to wait around for the University 
to open (which didn’t happen for six 
years after its official founding). The next 
choice, Francis Gilmer, dithered over 
whether or not to accept the position and 
then died shortly after he decided to 
accept it. Most of the others were not 
interested, although two of Jefferson’s 
candidates were too young to be accept-

able to the other members of the Board of 
Visitors. In some ways, the problem was 
also that Jefferson’s vision of an ideal law 
professor—a relatively young man of 
broad intellectual interests whose exper-
tise was not limited to a narrow mastery 
of private law—was not shared by many 
of the members of the Board of Visitors, 
most of whom were prominent attorneys. 
Except for James Madison, many of his 
colleagues thought the best candidates 
for the position of law professor were 
experienced judges or practicing lawyers.  

In the end, Lomax got the job.
“Lomax was a respected lawyer and an 

expert on real property law and chancery 
practice, but he fell far short of what Jef-
ferson had been looking for,” Hylton said. 
“He was also apparently not a very good 
teacher. He attracted very few students, 
and when he had the chance in 1830 to 
take a judicial position, he jumped at the 
chance, even though the judgeship he 
accepted had already been slated for ter-
mination under the new Virginia consti-
tution.”

Jefferson believed that law should be 
taught as a liberal art with an equal em-
phasis on public and private law. In his 

mind, constitutional law, international 
law, political theory and political 
economy should constitute at least half of 
the law course—a curriculum that Lomax 
ignored, even though he appears to have 
been chastised by the Board of Visitors 
for not following Jefferson’s outline. His 
successor, John A. G. Davis, restored the 
Jeffersonian curriculum, but in the end, 
Lomax’s approach won out. By the mid-
1840s, the primary focus of the School of 
Law was teaching law and legal practice 
skills to future lawyers. 

Hylton drew upon a rich collection of 
early records at UVA relating to the 
founding of the University and the Law 
School for his book, part of a planned 
three-volume history, which is to include 
a volume on architecture and one on the 
history of law student life.

Jefferson may have had bad luck re-
cruiting a law professor, but the process 
of recruiting other University professors 
“actually went pretty smoothly,” Hylton 
said. “The first faculty members as a 
whole proved to be quite distinguished.”

—Mary Wood

The First Law Professor

LANDING 
UVA LAW’S 
INAUGURAL 
INSTRUCTOR 
WAS 
SURPRISINGLY 
DIFFICULT 
FOR THOMAS 
JEFFERSON
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KENNETH S. ABRAHAM 
recently published 
“Prosser’s ‘The Fall of 
the Citadel’” in the Min-
nesota Law Review.

KERRY ABRAMS pub-
lished an article co-
authored with 
BRANDON GARRETT, 
“DNA and Distrust,” in 
the Notre Dame Law 
Review. The article 
compares the ways in 
which DNA testing is 
regulated in various 
areas of law, including 
criminal, employment, 
health care and family 
law. She also contrib-
uted a chapter titled 
“(Mis)recognizing Po-(Mis)recognizing Po-
lygamy” to a book called 
“The Polygamy Ques-
tion,” which included 
contributions examin-
ing polygamy from 
legal, sociological, an-
thropological and politi-
cal theory perspectives.

Abrams continues to 
serve as the University’s 
vice provost for faculty 
affairs, coordinating 
faculty recruitment and 
retention, overseeing 
the promotion and 
tenure process, and 
developing faculty 
policy University-wide. 
In June, she partici-
pated in the Harvard 
Graduate School of 
Education’s Institute  
for Management in 
Leadership and 
Education.

MICHAL BARZUZA made 
numerous presentations 
this year, including at 
the American Law and 
Economics Associa-
tion’s annual conference 
at Harvard Law School; 
the Harvard Law and 
Economics Seminar; the 
Tel Aviv University Law 
and Economics Work-
shop; the Tel Aviv Uni-
versity faculty work-
shop; Hebrew 
University’s Law and 
Finance Workshop; the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania/New York Uni-
versity Law and Finance 
Conference; and as a 
panelist at the 2016 
Kirkland & Ellis M&A 
Roundtable. 

Last year, she 
presented at the 
Stanford Law and 
Economics Seminar; the 
Texas Law, Business 
and Economics 
Workshop; the George 
Mason Law and 
Economics Workshop; 
the Tel Aviv Law, 
Business Court 
Roundtable; the 
Virginia Law faculty 
workshop; the 
American Law and 
Economics Association 
Annual Conference at 
Columbia Law School; 
and Michigan Law 
School’s Law and 
Economics Workshop.

Barzuza’s publications 
last year included 
“Board Interlocks and 
Corporate Governance” 
with Quinn Curtis in 
the Delaware Journal of 
Corporate Law and 
“Self-Selection and 
Heterogeneity in the 
Choice of Corporate 
Law” in Theoretical 
Inquiries in Law.

In June, the president of 
the National Academy 
of Medicine, Victor 
Dzau, asked RICHARD 

BONNIE ’69 to chair the 
Committee on Pain 
Management and Regu-
latory Strategies to 
Address Prescription 
Opioid Abuse. The 18-
member committee is 
charged with writing a 
consensus report sum-
marizing what is known 
about use of opioid 
analgesics in pain man-
agement, about the 
epidemic of prescription 
opioid abuse and 
misuse, and with 
making recommenda-
tions to the Food and 
Drug Administration to 
address the epidemic in 
a way that balances the 
needs of pain patients 
with the need to reduce 
and prevent deaths and 
other harms to the 
public health caused by 
opioid abuse. The report 
is due next fall. 
 Bonnie continues his 
work chairing an expert 
advisory body charged 
with preparing options 
for the Virginia General 
Assembly’s panel study-
ing “mental health ser-“mental health ser-mental health ser-
vices for the 21st 
century.” Although the 
final study report is due 
in December of next 
year, the panel made 
preliminary recommen-
dations this fall. On July 
22, Bonnie spoke about 
the challenges of mental 
health law reform to the 
Health Law Section at 
the annual meeting of 
the Virginia Bar Asso-
ciation. 
 Preventing firearm-
related deaths and inju-
ries remains a pressing 
policy challenge in the 
commonwealth as well 
as the nation. Bonnie 
chaired a plenary 
session at the VBA’s 
annual meeting on 
“Preventing Gun 
Violence and Suicide, 
Preserving the Right of 
Self-Defense: The 

Search for Common 
Ground.” He also spoke 
on this topic at a “fusion 
seminar” at the UVA 
Medical School on 
July 11. 
 Bonnie continued to 
focus his scholarly at-
tention on issues relat-
ing to juvenile justice 
and other aspects of 
youth law. On Oct. 20, in 
his role as co-reporter 
for the American Law 
Institute Restatement 
on Children and the 
Law, he presented pro-
posed sections on 
minimum age of juris-
diction over juveniles as 
well as availability of 
the infancy defense in 
delinquency proceed-
ings and in criminal 
adjudications to the ALI 
Council. 
 His recent publica-ublica-
tions include an article 
in the Fordham Law 
Review, co-authored 
with ELIZABETH 

SCOTT ’77, titled “Young 
Adulthood as a Transi-
tional Legal Category: 
Science, Social Change 
and Justice Policy.” 
 Bonnie presented a 
talk Sept. 17 on lever-
aged treatment for phy-
sicians with behavioral 
health problems under 
the Physician’s Health 
Program at a gover-
nance meeting of the 
American Psychiatric 
Association and a paper 
on proposals to exempt 
defendants with serious 
mental illness from the 
death penalty at a public 
forum Aug. 15 in Rich-Aug. 15 in Rich-. 15 in Rich-
mond. The Washington 
and Lee Law Review 
published Bonnie’s 
paper “Mental Illness, 
Severe Emotional Dis-
tress and the Death 
Penalty: Reflections on 
the Tragic Case of Joe 
Giarratano.” 

MAUREEN (MOLLY) 

BRADY published “The 
Lost ‘Effects’ of the 
Fourth Amendment: 

Giving Personal 
Property Due 
Protection” in the Yale 
Law Journal in 
February. In addition, 
her article “Property’s 
Ceiling: State Courts 
and the Expansion of 
Takings Clause 
Property” appeared in 
the Virginia Law 
Review in September. 
Also in September, she 
was asked to deliver a 
lunch presentation on 
teaching law at Yale 
Law School’s annual 
“Moot Camp” for 
aspiring law professors, 
and she presented a 
work in progress, “The 
Damagings Clause,” at 
the Property Works in 
Progress Conference at 
Boston University. In 
October, Brady was 
invited to participate in 
the North American 
Workshop on Private 
Law Theory at Fordham 
Law School.

In September, DARRYL 

BROWN ’90 attended 
the Critical Legal Con-
ference in Kent, 
England, and the 
Society of Legal Schol-
ars’ annual meeting in 
Oxford, England, to 
present a portion of his 
book “Free Market 
Criminal Justice.”

In May, JON CANNON 

participated in a confer-
ence in Ireland on Pope 
Francis’ “Laudato Si” 
and its implications for 
environmental thought 
and practice. With UVA 
English professor Steve 
Cushman, he wrote 
“Beyond the Church: 
The Influences on and 
of ‘Laudato Si,’” which 

is out for review. He also 
drafted a chapter, “Judi-“Judi-Judi-
cial Review in the New 
Age of Deference,” for 
inclusion in a book on 
the Clean Air Act and 
climate change.

GEORGE COHEN gave 
an ethics talk to Law 
School alumni May 13 
as part of alumni 
weekend. The talk, 
“The Laws of Agency 
Lawyering,” was based 
on a paper of the same 
title that he presented at 
a conference at 
Fordham University last 
fall and published in the 
Fordham Law Review 
last spring.

This spring, ASHLEY 

DEEKS published an 
invited commentary 
responding to a lecture 
by Harold Koh at the 
University of Houston. 
Her piece, “Multi-Part 
Tests in the Jus Ad 
Bellum,” explores why 
states and scholars 
regularly proffer multi-
part tests as a way to 
structure and assess 
state uses of force in 
nontraditional contexts. 
She also reviewed 
Rajan Menon’s book on 
humanitarian interven-
tion for The New 
Rambler. In addition, 
Deeks is working on a 
paper for the Hoover 
Institution on the inter-
national legal dynamics 
of encryption. She also 
moderated a Virginia 
Journal of International 
Law symposium panel 
on the effect of cyberat-
tacks on financial 
markets.

In June, Deeks 
spoke at the “Transat-

lantic Dialogue on Cy-
berespionage and Sur-
veillance” in 
Berlin, which was 
organized by the law 
schools of the 
universities of Texas 
and Glasgow. She 
addressed international 
legal issues surrounding 
surveillance, including 
the implications for 
human rights and 
sovereignty 
norms. Deeks also will 
participate in a 
Chatham House round-
table discussion in 
London on the use of 
the “unwilling or 
unable” test in interna-
tional self-defense. She 
continues to serve on 
the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s Advisory Com-
mittee on International 
Law, and in June pro-
vided commentary on 
the legality of targeting 
war-sustaining objects 
in armed conflict.

Deeks has been ap-
pointed a senior fellow 
at the Lieber Institute 
for Law and Land 
Warfare, the mission of 
which is to foster 
a deeper understanding 
of the complex and 
evolving relationship 
between law and 
warfare.

In June, MICHAEL 

DORAN presented a 
paper, “Uncapping 
Executive Pay,” at the 
Columbia Law School 
Summer Tax Confer-
ence. 

KIMBERLY KESSLER 

FERZAN said she was 
delighted that her co-
edited festschrift for 
her longtime mentor 

and friend, Michael 
Moore, was published 
by Oxford University 
Press. “Legal, Moral, 
and Metaphysical 
Truths: The Philosophy 
of Michael S. Moore” 
contains 22 essays cel-22 essays cel-
ebrating Moore’s ex-
traordinary contribu-
tions to legal theory. 
Ferzan co-edited this 
volume with her former 
criminal law professor, 
Stephen Morse. 

She participated in 
two panels at the South-
eastern Association of 
Law Schools’ annual 
meeting in August. For 
the first, “Looking 
Forward: Criminal 
Law’s Role,” she dis-s Role,” she dis-” she dis-
cussed the complexities 
of the American Law 
Institute’s endeavor to 
revise the Model Penal 
Code’s sexual assault 
provisions and to come 
up with an ideal code in 
a less-than-ideal world. 
For the second, “How Is 
Philosophy Relevant to 
Law?” she discussed the 
myriad ways that crimi-
nal law requires 
answers to philosophi-
cal questions. 

In November, she 
participated in a confer-
ence on self-defense at 
the University of San 
Diego Law School. She 
continued to work 
on “Rethinking Crime 
and Culpability,” a book 
she is co-authoring with 
University of San Diego 
law professor Larry 
Alexander. 

KIM FORDE-MAZRUI 

resumed the director-
ship of the Center for 
the Study of Race and 
Law, a position he previ-
ously held from 2003-10 
as the center’s founding 
director. He also au-
thored two recent publi-
cations: a new casebook, 
“Racial Justice and 
Law: Cases and Materi-
als” (Foundation Press, 
2016) (with Ralph 

Richard Banks, Guy-
Uriel E. Charles and 
Cristina M. Rodríguez), 
and an article, “The 
Canary-Blind Constitu-
tion: Must Government 
Ignore Racial Inequal-
ity?,” in Law & Contem-
porary Problems. On 
Sept. 15, he delivered 
the Constitution Day 
lecture at Bucknell 
University, titled “Black 
Lives Are Our Lives: 
Reframing Our Consti-
tution’s Commitment to 
Racial Equality.”

BRANDON GARRETT 
presented chapters 
from “The Triumph of 
Mercy,” a book in prog-
ress exploring the 
decline in the use of the 
death penalty, at a May 
20 conference at 
William & Mary. He 
and KERRY ABRAMS 
presented a paper forth-
coming in the Boston 
University Law Review, 
“Cumulative Constitu-Cumulative Constitu-
tional Rights,” at a 
workshop April 5 at the 
Washington College of 
Law at American Uni-
versity.

In April, he taught a 
class on “big data” in 
criminal law at the UVA 
Engineering School, 
and two Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute 
continuing education 
classes on his book “Too 
Big to Jail.”

Garrett participated 
in discussions at the 
Virginia Department of 
Forensic Science board 
on April 19 and June 16 
to plan reviews of foren-
sic science testimony. 
This summer, he sub-
mitted written com-
ments on two Depart-
ment of Justice efforts 
to improve testimony 
and review casework in 
a range of forensic 
science disciplines.

He presented a paper, 
forthcoming in the 
Virginia Law Review, 
titled “A Tactical Fourth 

MILA 
VERSTEEG 
WINS 
MCFARLAND 
PRIZE
PROFESSOR MILA VERSTEEG, 
who is among a small group of 
scholars to be the first to 
employ empirical methods in 
comparing the world’s consti-
tutions, has been awarded the 
Law School’s Carl McFarland 
Prize.

The award is given in the 
spring to a junior faculty 
member for outstanding re-
search. Versteeg, an expert in 
constitutional study whose 
research also extends to other 
aspects of international law, 
joined Virginia in 2011. She 
also directs the Human Rights 
Program.

“Mila can fairly be called a 
founder of the field of empiri-
cal comparative constitutional 
law,” then-Dean Paul 
Mahoney said. “Her energy 
and creativity have drawn 
new insights and opened new 
avenues for constitutional 
scholarship. In her brief time 
in the academy, she has gained 
substantial visibility and influ-
ence.”

—Eric Williamson
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Times, The Washington 
Post, The Economist, 
National Public Radio, 
the British Broadcasting 
Corp. and the Australian 
Broadcasting Corp.

In the first semester for 
the Law School’s newly 
revamped Environmen-
tal and Regulatory Law 
Clinic, Director CALE 

JAFFE ’01 is working 
with students in two 
cases involving renew-
able energy proposals 
(one from Dominion 
Virginia Power, the 
other from Appalachian 
Power). The clinic is 
representing two com-
munity-based conserva-
tion nonprofits in the 
service territory for both 
utilities in those cases. 
Additionally, Jaffe is 
taking clinic students to 
Richmond to discuss 
climate policy with 
Virginia Secretary of 
Natural Resources Molly 
Ward. 

On Dec. 1, Jaffe and 
clinic student Opeyemi 
Akinbamidele ’17 will 
present to a working 
group established by 
Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe to look at 
reducing greenhouse gas 
pollution from power 
plants in the state. The 
talk will examine the 
scope of the governor’s 
authority to establish 
regulations for the re-
duction of carbon pollu-
tion from existing elec-
tric power generation 
facilities under Virgin-
ia’s State Air Pollution 
Control law. 

JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73 
chaired the third bien-
nial Jefferson Sympo-

sium, “Free Speech on 
Campus,” on Oct. 13-14. 
The event, sponsored by 
the Thomas Jefferson 
Center for the Protec-
tion of Free Expression 
and the Law School 
with the support of the 
Scripps Howard Foun-
dation, examined con-
temporary attitudes 
about free speech at 
American colleges and 
universities. 

In addition to serving on 
the recently completed 
Dean’s Search Commit-
tee, ALEX JOHNSON 
chaired the University’s 
Task Force on Academic 
Integrity, which submit-
ted its final report to 
President Teresa Sulli-Sulli-
van in late spring. 

Johnson recently 
completed his first two-
year term as a member 
of the Accreditation 
Committee of the Amer-
ican Bar Association’s 
Section on Legal Educa-
tion. He was reappoint-
ed to serve a second 
two-year term that 
began this fall. During 
the summer, Johnson 
was appointed as a 
member of the Title 55 
Recodification Work 
Group, which is charged 
by the Virginia General 
Assembly with the re-
codification and reorga-
nization of Title 55 (Real 
Property) of the Virginia 
State Code. 

Johnson published 
“Is it Time for Irrevo-
cable Wills?” this fall in 
the University of Louis-
ville Law Review.

JASON JOHNSTON 
made presentations at 
the Law and Economics 

Workshop at Harvard 
Law School in October 
of last year and at the 
Law and Economics 
Workshop at George 
Mason University Law 
School this March.
He was made chair of 
the Law and Economics 
Section of the American 
Association of Law 
Schools for 2015-16 and 
in February was ap-
pointed an adjunct 
scholar with the Center 
for the Study of Science 
at the Cato Institute. In 
May, he was appointed a 
member of the Federalist 
Society Law and Innova-
tion Project.

Johnston gave testi-
mony in May before a 
House Committee on 
Financial Services, Sub-
committee on Financial 
Institutions and Con-
sumer Credit hearing on 
“Examining the CFPB’s 
Proposed Rulemaking 
on Arbitration: Is It in 
the Public Interest and 
for the Protection of 
Consumers?” In July, he 
spoke on “The CFPB’s 
Proposed Arbitration 
Rule” for the Federalist 
Society Teleforum.

He published “Do 
Product Bans Help Con-
sumers?:  Questioning 
the Economic Founda-
tions of Dodd Frank 
Mortgage Regulation” 
this year in the George 
Mason Law Review and 
“The Social Cost of 
Carbon: How Is It 
Derived and How Is It 
Used to Justify Ameri-
ca’s Climate Policy?” in 
the spring issue of Regu-
lation.

Between February 
and April, his editorials 
on climate policy ap-
peared in The Washing-
ton Times, The Ameri-
can Spectator online, 
The National Interest 
and The Hill.

In May, LESLIE KEND-

RICK ’06 presented her 
paper “Use Your 

Words” at a keynote 
panel at the Free Ex-
pression Scholars Con-
ference at Yale Law 
School, and she was an 
invited commentator at 
a symposium on Seana 
Shiffrin’s book “Speech 
Matters” at University 
College London. She 
also enjoyed her 10th 
reunion at the Law 
School. 

Over the summer, 
she spoke to UVA 
alumni during reunion 
weekend about the First 
Amendment and terror-
ism, and organized and 
moderated a panel at 
the Southeastern Asso-
ciation of Law Schools. 
In October, she served 
as a panelist and co-
organizer of the Jeffer-
son Symposium, “Free 
Speech on Campus,” at 
the Law School. She 
also presented a reply to 
Robert Post’s keynote 
address on the “right to 
be forgotten” at 
the Annual Privacy 
Lecture of the Berkeley 
Center for Law & Tech-
nology at Berkeley Law.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK 
spoke in March on 
Zubik v. Burwell (better 
known as The Little 
Sisters of the Poor litiga-
tion) to the Federalist 
Society at the University 
of Michigan, and he 
responded to Ken Klu-
kowski’s presentation 
on religious liberty to 
the Federalist Society at 
the Law School. In 
June, he spoke on a 
Showcase Panel on 
“Religious Freedom in 
the Workplace” at the 
Virginia State Bar con-
vention in Virginia 
Beach and gave the 
lunch address at a Cato 
Institute conference on 
“Protecting Religious 
Freedom” in Washing-
ton, D.C. In September, 
he spoke on “Religious 
Freedom: Now and in 
Jefferson’s Time” at 

Amendment,” co-
authored with SETH 

STOUGHTON ’11, at a 
summer faculty work-
shop on June 28. Also 
that day, he gave a talk 
on false confessions to 
law enforcement at a 
Montpelier seminar.

Garrett’s recent 
publications include 
“Why Plea Bargains Are 
Not Confessions” in the 
William & Mary Law 
Review; “Blinding Eye-“Blinding Eye-
witness Identifications,” 
a chapter in a book on 
blinding in science and 
the courts; “Rare as 
Hen’s Teeth: The New 
Geography of the Amer-
ican Death Penalty” in 
the American Bar As-
sociation’s Human 
Rights Magazine; and 
“The Rise of Bank Pros-
ecutions” in the Yale 
Law Journal online.

His recent short 
commentary in-
cludes “(Not) Prosecut-
ing Financial Crimes,” 
RegBlog, June 21; “Bad 
Hustle,” CLS Blue Sky 
Blog, June 13; “Deferred 
Prosecutions Need 
Judicial Oversight,” 
National Law Journal, 
May 2 (with Alan Mor-
rison); and “The Genetic 
Panopticon,” Boston 
Review, March 17.

Garrett launched a 
new online resource  
on the first 330 DNA 
exonerations in the 
United States at www.
convictingtheinnocent.
com.

On Sept. 22, he deliv-
ered the inaugural Fish-
linger Lecture at the 
University of Maryland 
Center for the Study of 
Business Ethics, Regu-
lation, & Crime. On Oct. 
13, he discussed current 
trends in corporate 
enforcement with an 
association of French 
general counsels in 
Paris. On Nov. 11, he 
participated in a 
Journal of Criminal 
Law and Criminology 
symposium at North-
western Law on the 
death penalty, where he 
presented an empirical 
paper studying county-
level data on the death 
penalty, co-authored 
with student Ankur 
Desai ’17 and UVA Law 

empirical researcher 
Alexander Jakubow. On 
Nov. 18, he participated 
in a symposium at 
Harvard Law School on 
the death penalty and 
its future, celebrating 
the publication of Carol 
Steiker and Jordan 
Steiker’s new book.

In June, MICHAEL 

GILBERT presented a 
draft paper titled “En-
trenchment and Legal 
Change” twice, first at 
the Political Economy 
and Public Law Confer-
ence at Cornell Univer-
sity and second at UVA 
Law’s faculty workshop. 
His paper, “The 
Problem of Voter 
Fraud,” originally pub-
lished in the Columbia 
Law Review, was re-
printed in the Civil 
Rights Litigation and 
Attorney Fees Annual 
Handbook. In August, 
he completed a chapter, 
“Aggregate Limits in the 
States,” for an edited 
volume, forthcoming in 
Cambridge University 
Press, on campaign 
finance regulations. In 
September, he partici-
pated in the Manne 
Faculty Forum at 
George Mason Univer-
sity. During the 
summer, Gilbert taught 
a two-week course on 
law and economics to 
judges in Lake Tahoe. 

Dean RISA GOLUBOFF 
recently was made a 
member of the Raven 
Society, the oldest and 
most prestigious honor-
ary society at the Uni-
versity.

She gave a faculty 
presentation on her 

book “Vagrant Nation” 
at the University of 
Münster Law School 
and participated in an 
Author Meets Reader 
book panel on “Vagrant 
Nation” at the American 
Society for Legal 
History Annual 
Meeting. She also spoke 
on “President Obama 
and a Changing Roberts 
Court” at a conference 
on the Obama presi-
dency at Princeton 
University.

RACHEL HARMON re-
cently published “Re-
considering Criminal 
Procedure: Teaching 
the Law of the Police” in 
the St. Louis University 
Law Journal’s annual 
teaching issue, which 
was devoted this year to 
criminal procedure. The 
article describes Har-
mon’s innovative 
course, Law of the 
Police, which she 
teaches each fall at the 
Law School. In the 
course, Harmon ex-
plores the comparative 
advantages and disad-
vantages of the various 
institutions and forms 
of law that influence 
police conduct, consid-
ers the effectiveness of 
different legal remedies 
for police misconduct, 
and helps students un-
derstand the precondi-
tions for effective regu-
lation of the police. 

Harmon has a case-
book for the course, also 
titled “The Law of the 
Police,” forthcoming.
She presented a draft 
paper, “Lawful Orders 
and the Legal Authority 
for Police Coercion,” in 
July at CrimFest 2016 at 
Cardozo Law School. In 
May, she presented a 
draft paper, “The Struc-
ture of Police Author-
ity,” to the Neighbor-
hood Criminal Justice 
Roundtable at William 
& Mary Law School. She 
gave a talk on and facili-

tated a discussion of 
“Safe Arrests” for law 
enforcement agencies 
and nonprofit groups in 
May in Oakland, Calif., 
and in October in San 
Diego. She presented 
her paper “Why 
Arrest?” to the Univer-
sity of California, Los 
Angeles law faculty 
workshop in April. 
“Why Arrest?” is forth-
coming in the Michigan 
Law Review in early 
2017, and it has been 
declared a “must-read” 
article by the National 
Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers. 

Harmon gave talks 
on “Prosecuting Police 
Officers” and “Police 
Bias and the Court-
room” to the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund, Thurgood 
Marshall Institute. In 
September, she made 
three presentations to 
the National Executive 
Institute: one on 
“Harm-Efficient Polic-
ing,” one on “Account-
ability of and the Role of 
Police Chiefs,” and one 
on a “Model of Police/
Citizen Interactions.”

Harmon continues to 
serve on the National 
Research Council’s 
Committee on Proactive 
Policing and as associate 
reporter for the Ameri-
can Law Institute’s 
Principles of Law, Police 
Investigations project. 

ANDREW HAYASHI 

presented his paper 
“The Effects of Refund 
Anticipation Loans on 
Tax Filing and Compli-
ance” at the American 
Law and Economics 
Association Annual 
Meeting, the Junior Tax 
Scholars Workshop at 
the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine and the 
Columbia University-
Hebrew University Tax 
Conference. The paper 
shows that the regula-
tion of tax refund loans 

caused taxpayers to 
substitute into alterna-
tive financial products 
and reduced the use of 
paid tax preparers and 
reduced the number of 
returns claiming the 
earned income tax 
credit. He presented that 
paper, as well as his 
paper “A Theory of Facts 
and Circumstances,” at 
the National Tax Asso-
ciation Annual Meeting. 

Hayashi’s paper “De-“De-De-
terminants of Mortgage 
Default and Consumer 
Credit Use: The Effects 
of Foreclosure Laws and 
Foreclosure Delays” 
(co-authored with col--authored with col-
leagues from New York 
University and the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York) was pub-
lished in the Journal of 
Money, Credit and 
Banking. His review 
“Putting a Face to Inter-Putting a Face to Inter-
national Tax Avoid-
ance,” discussing “The 
State Administration of 
International Tax Avoid-
ance” by Omri Marian, 
was published online in 
Jotwell.

A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 
advised Virginia’s gover-
nor, Terry McAuliffe, 
when the governor 
issued an executive 
order restoring the 
voting rights of more 
than 200,000 felons 
who had completed 
their sentences and any 
periods of supervised 
release. William J. 
Howell, speaker of the 
Virginia House of Del-
egates, and several other 
petitioners challenged 
the governor’s 
order. They asked the 
Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia to declare that 
McAuliffe had exceeded 
his authority under the 
Constitution of Virginia 
in that he had acted on a 
class of people, rather 
than acting one case at a 
time. Howard, joined by 
DAN ORTIZ and two 

professors from the 
University of Richmond, 
filed an amicus brief 
arguing that there was 
ample constitutional 
basis for the governor’s 
action. By a vote of 4 to 3, 
the court held that the 
governor had acted 
beyond the bounds of his 
constitutional authority.

Howard has been 
active on the speaking 
circuit. For the Fourth 
Circuit Judicial Confer-
ence, he organized and 
moderated a program 
featuring both English 
and American perspec-
tives on the Magna 
Carta. He traveled to 
Bridgewater College, 
where he gave the 
keynote lecture for that 
college’s Constitution 
Day convocation. 

The Supreme Court 
of the United States was 
the subject of other 
programs. At Hampden-
Sydney College, he gave 
his impressions of the 
court’s most recent term, 
emphasizing the dynam-
ics of an eight-member 
bench occasioned by the 
death of Justice Antonin 
Scalia. At the Law 
School, under the 
auspices of the Student 
Legal Forum, Howard 
organized a program 
summing up highlights 
of the 2015-16 term.

Other talks included 
remarks at the Class of 
1961’s reunion dinner 
and, speaking to 
members of the Rex Lee 
Society at Howard’s 
house, reminiscences 
of Rex Lee (sometime 
president of Brigham 
Young University and a 
fellow law clerk when 
Howard clerked for 
Justice Hugo L. 
Black). When faculty 
and students from Eng-
land’s Northumbria Law 
School, Newcastle-on-
Tyne, visited the Law 
School, Howard talked 
to them about American 
state constitutions, with 
particular focus on the 
Constitution of Virginia.

Howard’s participa-
tion in the voting rights 
case drew an unusual 
number of calls from 
editors and reporters, 
including representa-
tives of The New York 

FEELING 
THE ‘FORCE 
OF LAW’
JUST OVER A YEAR after it was 
published, PROFESSOR FREDERICK 

SCHAUER’S book “The Force of 
Law” (Harvard University Press, 
2015), which argues for law’s 
power to coerce behavior as its 
distinctive feature, has spawned 
a raft of scholarly responses, 
lectures and symposia world-
wide, and even a book dedicated 
to the topic. 

“Schauer contends not only 
that coercion is important to our 
understanding of law but also 
that the jurisprudential quest for 
essential characteristics of law is 
misguided,” said PROFESSOR 

KIMBERLY KESSLER FERZAN, also a 
noted legal philosopher. “He has 
changed the nature of the debate 
for generations to come.” 

Schauer said some of the 
issues he raises have not been 
examined enough.

“I think it matters not only in 
the sense that it has attracted 
much jurisprudential attention, 
but also because it relates to 
closely to the truly important—
and not just jurisprudentially 
important—issue of legal compli-—issue of legal compli-issue of legal compli-
ance and legal effectiveness,” 
Schauer said. “The typical law 
school casebook, for example, 
tells us very little about what has 
happened in the world as the 
result of some law or judicial 
decision. Do officials or individu-
als comply with it? How is it 
enforced? Does it make a differ-
ence? And so on. I am of course 
not the first to worry about these 
issues, but it remains an under-
explored and undertheorized 
domain of law teaching and legal 
scholarship, and it will also be 
the path to some of my future 
work.”  

—Mary Wood
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Poplar Forest, Jeffer-
son’s second home, and 
to the quadrennial con-
vention of the Religious 
News Association in 
Silver Spring, Md., on 
“Give Me Religious 
Liberty or Give Me an 
Amicus Brief!” (He 
didn’t write the title.)

He is on an amicus 
brief in support of the 
church in Trinity Lu-
theran Church v. Pauley, 
a Supreme Court chal-
lenge to a state Blaine 
Amendment, and he is 
serving as an adviser to 
the American Law Insti-
tute’s “Project on Sexual 
and Gender-Based Mis-
conduct on Campus: 
Procedural Frameworks 
and Analysis.” 

Laycock recently 
published “Protecting 
Same-Sex Marriage and 
Religious Liberty” with 
Thomas C. Berg  in 
“Religion and Equality: 
Law in Conflict” (W. 
Cole Durham, Jr. & 
Donlu Thayer, eds., 
Routledge, 2016), and 
the 2016 Supplement to 
his casebook, “Modern 
American Remedies: 
Cases and Materials.”

MICHAEL LIVERMORE’S 
article “The Perils of 
Experimentation” will 
be published in the Yale 
Law Journal this fall. 
That piece was selected 
for inclusion in the 
Yale/Stanford/Harvard 
Junior Faculty Forum, 
which Livermore at-
tended last June. In 
September, he present-
ed that work at the 
Elisabeth Haub School 
of Law at Pace Univer-
sity as the recipient of 
the Haub Environmen-
tal Law Distinguished 
Junior Scholar award. 
Livermore also pre-
sented the article at the 
University of Chicago 
Law School, where he is 
visiting for the fall term. 

In October, he joined 
JOHN DUFFY, along 

with other prominent 
scholars and experts, 
for a symposium at the 
Law School on adminis-
trative law co-hosted by 
the Journal of Law & 
Politics. In November, 
Livermore presented 
work with economist 
Peter Howard (New 
York University) on the 
relationship between 
societal conflict and 
environmental treaty-
making at the Energy 
Policy Institute at 
Chicago, an interdisci-
plinary center of the 
University of Chicago 
schools of public policy 
and business. Along 
with several collabora-
tors in mathematics, 
computer science and 
the digital humanities, 
Livermore has ongoing 
research projects in the 
area of computational 
analysis of law that 
examine legal search, 
notice-and-comment 
rulemaking, and the 
effect of individual 
characteristics on the 
texts of judicial 
opinions. 

In January, JULIA 

MAHONEY published 
“The Struggle for Amer-
ica’s Fiscal Soul,” an 
essay on the financial 
challenges confronting 
the U.S. government, in 
The New Rambler. That 
month she also 
published “Takings, 
Legitimacy, and 
Emergency Action: 
Lessons from the 
Financial Crisis of 
2008” in the George 
Mason Law Review. In 
March, she contributed 
a blog post titled 
“Takings Claims in the 
Aftermath of Financial 
Crisis” to the Harvard 
Law School Forum on 
Corporate Governance 
and Financial Regula-
tion. In May, she pre-
sented “The Safety Net 
and American Excep-
tionalism” at the Uni-

versity of Chicago Law 
School’s Workshop on 
Regulating Family, Sex 
& Gender. 

In September, she 
attended the American 
Law Institute’s second 
conference on the up-
coming Restatement 
(Fourth) of Proper-
ty. This fall she is a visit-
ing scholar at Stanford 
Law School. 

DAVID A. MARTIN par-
ticipated in a February 
conference in Washing-
ton, D.C., hosted by the 
Council on Foreign 
Relations on “Immigra-
tion Enforcement at the 
Crossroads: Bridging 
Community Policing 
and Federal Immigra-
tion Policies.” Partici-
pants included academ-
ics, immigration policy 
experts, and several 
police chiefs and sher-
iffs. As a guest speaker 
for UVA’s Immigration 
Law Program later that 
month, as part of the 
program’s series ad-
dressing refugee issues 
and the Syrian refugee 
crisis, he provided a 
broad overview of U.S. 
legal provisions govern-
ing refugee admissions 
and of recent U.S. and 
U.N. policies. In March, 
he moderated a panel 
for the Virginia Festival 
of the Book titled “A 
State of Many Nations: 
Immigration and the 
Changing Face of 
Virginia.” 

In April, Martin par-
ticipated in an interdis-
ciplinary conference at 
the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles 
called to discuss and 
help map out the future 
of immigration scholar-
ship at a time of consid-
erable ferment in the 
field. He also took part 
in a UVA conference on 
Main Grounds on 
“Flight and Refuge: The 
European Crisis in 
Global Perspective.” 

The next month, he 
participated in a discus-
sion on political asylum 
reform hosted by the 
Migration Policy Insti-
tute in Washington (he 
is a nonresident fellow 
of the institute) and a 
session considering a 
new architecture for the 
global system for 
refugee protection and 
assistance, held in New 
York City as part of the 
Open Society Institute’s 
Migration Colloquium. 
He remains a member 
of the Homeland Secu-
rity Advisory Council, 
advising high officials of 
the Department of 
Homeland Security on 
ongoing issues.

Martin is also a par-
ticipant in an ambitious 
project launched by the 
University’s Miller 
Center called the First 
Year Project. It draws 
together experts in a 
wide range of policy 
fields to evaluate the 
policy opportunities 
and threats for our next 
president during his or 
her first year in office, 
and to examine 
the history and struc-
ture of presidential first 
years. Martin contrib-
uted an essay on immi-
gration policy titled “Go 
Comprehensive, Go 
Bold: The Time is Actu-
ally Ripe to Push 
Through Immigration 
Reform.” He was also 
featured, along with 
historian and fellow 
project participant 
Daniel Tichenor, in a 
panel discussion on 
immigration policy 
moderated by John 
Hockenberry of Na-
tional Public Radio’s 
“The Takeaway” on 
July 4 at Monticello. 
The discussion followed 
the traditional Monti-
cello naturalization 
ceremony. 

In August, the eighth 
edition of Martin’s co-
authored and widely 
used casebook, “Immi-
gration and Citizenship: 
Process and Policy,” 
first published in 1985, 
went on sale, along with 
its statutory supple-
ment. With Martin’s 
retirement from teach-
ing this year, this is the 

PROFESSORS 
MAKE CASE 
TO RESTORE 
FELON 
VOTING 
RIGHTS 
UVA LAW PROFESSORS A. E. DICK 

HOWARD, the principal 
architect of Virginia’s current 
constitution, and DANIEL ORTIZ 
were joined by other Virginia-
based law professors in filing 
an amicus brief in Howell v. 
McAuliffe, a case that 
challenged the restoration of 
voting rights to convicted 
felons in the state.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe had 
consulted Howard, who 
helped write the state’s 
current constitution, in 
announcing the restoration—a 
move that was ultimately 
challenged and struck down 
by the Virginia Supreme 
Court. The brief outlined the 
rationale in favor of group 
restoration.

The professors’ amicus was 
facilitated by the pro bono 
efforts of Hogan Lovells 
partner TOM CONNALLY ’93 (see 
more on p. 60).

—Eric Williamson

Legal, Moral, 
and 
Metaphysical 
Truths: 
The 
Philosophy 
of Michael S. 
Moore

KIMBERLY 
KESSLER FERZAN 
(co-edited with 
Stephen Morse)
Oxford University 
Press

Ferzan honors the 
scholarship of law 
and philosophy 
giant Michael S. 
Moore with her 
co-edited 
festschrift, while 
also expanding upon 
Moore’s 
transformative 
theories.

Racial 
Justice 
and Law: 
Cases 
and 
Materials

KIM FORDE-MAZRUI 
(with Ralph 
Richard Banks, 
Guy-Uriel E. 
Charles and 
Cristina M. 
Rodriguez)
Foundation Press

Forde-Mazrui’s 
casebook, which 
examines the role of 
law in reinforcing 
and ameliorating 
racial injustice, 
surveys key 
historical 
precedents and 
contemporary 
controversies across 
a variety of settings.

The 
Presidential 
Debates: 
Issues 
and 
Questions 
for the 
2016 
Election 
and Beyond

JOHN NORTON 
MOORE
Carolina Academic 
Press

As the book’s editor, 
Moore reached out 
to thinkers in key 
areas—economic 
growth and 
domestic policy, 
foreign policy and 
defense, and 
criminal justice—to 
identify where they 
feel the current 
political discussion 
should be focused. 

Transnational 
Civil 
Litigation: 
Principles 
and 
Prospects

GEORGE 
RUTHERGLEN  
Foundation Press

Rutherglen’s book, a 
companion to his 
2013 co-authored 
“Transnational 
Civil Litigation,” 
provides a 
framework for 
students trying to 
get a grasp on 
international civil 
litigation. 

City 
Power: 
Urban 
Governance 
in a 
Global 
Age

RICHARD 
SCHRAGGER 
Oxford University 
Press 

Schragger, an 
expert in local 
government law, 
looks at the power 
cities have to 
control their own 
destinies.

 

VISIT 
WWW.
LAW.
VIRGINIA.
EDU 
FOR 
FULL 
STORIES 
ON 
EACH 
BOOK.

Bookshelf
NEW BOOKS FROM FACULTY
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America.” In her paper 
“Financing Local Gov-
ernment: Poverty, Busi-
ness Expansion, and 
Local Revenue 
Sources,” Robinson 
explored ways in which 
poorly functioning 
economies ultimate-
ly drive local govern-
ments to rely upon 
nontraditional sources 
of revenue for financ-
ing, including fines 
imposed through the 
exercise of police 
power. 

Finally, on April 1, 
she presented “Business 
Tax Incentives + Chari-
table Contributions: No 
Case for Deferral of 
Public Infrastructure 
Investment” during the 
Critical Tax Theory 
Conference at Tulane 
Law School. In that 
paper, she criticized 
state economic initia-
tives that rely upon tax 
incentives in order to 
generate private-sector 
activity. She noted that 
such programs generate 
neither immediate 
collateral positive eco-
nomic activity nor sus-
tained growth over 
time. In the meantime, 
concurrent ad hoc char-
itable initiatives that 
may have sprung up to 
fill the financial gap are 
inadequate substitutes 
for long-term public 
program support, and 
should therefore not be 
viewed as appropriate 
substitutes for tradi-
tional public support, 
Robinson argued. 

In addition to his new 
book, “Transnational 
Civil Litigation:  
Principles and 
Prospects” (Foundation 
Press, 2016), GEORGE 

RUTHERGLEN has 
several forthcoming 
publications, including 
“Employment Discrim-
ination Law: Visions of 
Equality in Theory and 
Doctrine” (Foundation 

Press, 4th ed. forthcom-
ing 2016); “What Hap-“What Hap-What Hap-
pened to the Framers of 
the Federal Rules?,” 
Journal of Supreme 
Court History (forth-
coming 2017); and “Per-“Per-Per-
sonal Jurisdiction and 
Political Authority,” 
Virginia Journal of 
Public Policy (forth-
coming 2017). 

Rutherglen presented 
a paper at a conference 
in Cambridge, England, 
on “External Dimen-
sions of Constitu-
tions.” His paper, “The 
Rights of Aliens Under 
the United States Con-
stitution: At the Border 
and Beyond,” will be 
published in the Vir-
ginia Journal of Inter-
national Law.

FREDERICK SCHAUER 
spoke on “Positive 
Rights and the First 
Amendment” in June at 
a conference at Colum-
bia University (hosted 
by its law and journal-
ism schools) on the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. In July, he 
taught an intensive 
one-week course on 
freedom of speech at 
the University of Mel-
bourne. Also that 
month, Schauer was 
keynote speaker for the 
Australian Society for 
Legal Philosophy with a 
lecture titled “Defeasi- “Defeasi-Defeasi-
bilities.” He gave a 
lecture on “Neurosci-“Neurosci-Neurosci-
ence and Lie Detection” 
at the Ninth Interna-
tional Congress on 
Procedural Law in 
Cartagena, Colombia, in 
August. 

In September, 
Schauer gave a keynote 
lecture on legal coer-
cion to the annual 
meeting of the Brazilian 
Fiscal Law Association 
in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil, and gave a 
lecture on jurispruden-
tial methodology at the 

Federal University of 
Minais Gerais, also in 
Belo Horizonte. He 
delivered the Seegers 
Lecture at Valparaiso 
University on “The 
Sources of Law.”

Schauer spent a 
week in Vienna, 
Austria, in September 
delivering the keynote 
lecture at the Vienna 
Circle Conference on 
the Philosophy of Fried-
rich Waismann, giving 
a lecture to the Hans 
Kelsen-Institute, and 
delivering a keynote 
lecture to the Univer-
sity of Vienna Confer-
ence on International 
Constitutional Law.

His recent publica-
tions include “Calibrat- “Calibrat-Calibrat-
ing Legal Judgments” 
(with BARBARA A. 

SPELLMAN) in the 
Journal of Legal Analy-
sis; “Why the Declara- “Why the Declara-Why the Declara-
tion of Independence is 
Not Law—and Why It 
Could Be” in the South-
ern California Law 
Review as part of a 
symposium on the Dec-
laration of Indepen-
dence; “Not Just About 
License Plates—Walker 
v. Sons of Confederate 
Veterans” in the 
Supreme Court Review; 
and “Lie-Detection, 
Neuroscience, and the 
Law of Evidence” in 
“Philosophical Founda-
tions of Law and Neu-
roscience” (Patterson & 
Pardo, eds., Oxford 
University Press).

In addition, a sympo-
sium on Schauer’s “The 
Force of Law” was pub-
lished in Ratio Juris, 
including his response 
to six commenta-
tors. “The Force of Law 
Reexamined,” another 
symposium about the 
same book that includ-
ed his response to eight 
commentators, was 
published as a book by 
Springer Verlag. And 
“How (and If) Law 
Matters,” his response 
to Mark Greenberg’s 
review of “The Force of 
Law” in the Harvard 
Law Review, was pub-
lished in the Harvard 
Law Review Forum.

RICHARD SCHRAGGER 
was a visiting professor 
this summer at the 
University of Münster 
in Germany, where 
he co-taught a course 
on “Topics in Constitu-
tional Law” with 
DEBORAH HELLMAN. 
His book “City Power: 
Urban Governance in a 
Global Age” was pub-
lished by Oxford Uni-
versity Press in Septem-
ber. Called “brilliant” 
and a “tour de force,” 
the book was the topic 
of discussion at a con-
ference of urban policy 
experts at the Univer-
sity in November. 

Schragger will 
appear at the Virginia 
Festival of the Book in 
the spring.

MICAH SCHWARTZMAN ’05 
recently hosted a sym-
posium on “Liberalism, 
Religion, and Law” that 
brought together schol-
ars from law, political 
science and religious 
studies to discuss forth-
coming books by Nelson 
Tebbe (Cornell/Brook-
lyn) and Cécile Laborde 
(University College 
London). In May, he 
commented on Seana 
Shiffrin’s book, “Speech 
Matters,” for a work-
shop at UCL. The fol-
lowing month, he par-
ticipated in a conference 
at the WZB Social 
Science Research 
Center in Berlin, giving 
a paper titled “Must 
Laws Be Motivated by 
Public Reason?” 

At the Southeastern 
Association of Law 
Schools 2016 Confer-
ence, Schwartzman was 
a panelist for a work-

final edition in which he 
will be directly involved.

This past summer, Jon-
athan Klick and 
GREGORY MITCHELL 
published a commen-
tary, “Infantilization by 
Regulation,” in Regula-
tion magazine on the 
government’s increasing 
use of “nudges” to 
achieve policy goals, 
and in October, Mitchell 
served as a presenter in 
a conference on 
“Nudging” held at the 
University of Missouri 
School of Law. In No-
vember, Mitchell served 
as a panelist discussing 
implicit bias research 
for the program, “Im-
plicit (Unconscious) 
Bias: A New Look At An 
Old Problem,” which 
was held at the Univer-
sity of Memphis School 
of Law. 

In May, JOHN MONAHAN 
presented a Frontiers of 
Science lecture at the 
annual meeting of the 
American Psychiatric 
Association on recent 
developments in the 
risk assessment of vio-
lence among people 
with mental illness. The 
following month, he 
addressed an interna-
tional meeting of na-
tional security profes-
sionals at the University 
on the risk assessment 
of terrorism. 

His article with 
former students David 
Faigman and Christo-
pher Slobogin, “Gate-“Gate-Gate-
keeping Science: Using 
the Structure of Scien-
tific Research to Distin-
guish Between Admis-
sibility and Weight in 

Expert Testimony,” 
appeared in the North-
western University Law 
Review. In July, he 
returned to research 
and lecture at All Souls 
College, Oxford, where 
he previously was a 
visiting fellow. In 
October, Monahan 
became the seventh 
member of the Law 
School faculty to be 
inducted into the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts 
and Sciences.

The 40th annual con-
ference of the Center for 
Oceans Law and Policy, 
which JOHN NORTON 

MOORE directs, took 
place June 27-28 at the 
U.N. headquarters in 
New York and was, 
Moore said, a great 
success. The confe- confe-
rence, “Legal Order in 
the World’s Oceans: 
U.N. Convention on the 
Law of the Sea,” was 
held in cooperation with 
the Division for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of 
the Sea, and the Office 
of Legal Affairs of the 
United Nations. Papers 
from this conference, 
which Moore will co-
edit, are forthcoming in 
2017.

The 41st annual 
center conference will 
be held May 17-19 in 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia. 
The topic is “The 
Marine Environment 
and UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 14 
(Life Below Water).”

The 21st session of 
the Rhodes Academy of 
Oceans Law and Policy, 
which COLP organizes, 
took place this summer 
in Rhodes, Greece. 
Moore taught four 
classes at the academy. 
During the session, the 
landmark ruling on the 
South China Sea Arbi-
tration was released. 
Moore said students at 
the academy were privi-
leged to attend a special 

seminar offered by two 
of the judges on the 
tribunal and received an 
inside look at the deci-
sion in this important 
case.

COLP and the Naval 
War College co-spon-
sored a “Workshop on 
Maritime Intelligence 
Operations and the Law 
of the Sea” on Oct. 25 at 
the Council for Foreign 
Relations in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The Center for Na-
tional Security Law, 
which Moore also 
directs, is having a busy 
fall. CNSL sponsored 
the Women in National 
Security Law panel on 
Sept. 29 at the Law 
School. In October, 
CNSL and the J.B. 
Moore Society of Inter-
national Law sponsored 
Fall Semester Interna-
tional Law Career Ad-
vising by Wes Rist, 
director of education 
and research at the  
American Society of 
International Law. 
CNSL also sponsored a 
discussion hour, “How 
the NSA Meets the 
Challenges of Today,” 
with National Security 
Agency General 
Counsel Glenn Gerstell, 
Nov. 10 at the Law 
School.

In addition, CNSL 
sponsored a panel at 
this year’s ABA Annual 
Review of the Field of 
National Security Law 
on Nov. 14-15 in Wash-
ington, D.C. The panel, 
which Moore moder-
ated, was called “The 
National Security 
Process and Structure.”

CNSL and the Daniel 
Morgan Academy will 
co-sponsor a conference 
on “A Region in Con-
flict: The Operational 
Domain of ISIS” on 
March 2 in the Law 
School’s Caplin Audito-
rium.

Finally, Moore par-
ticipated for a fifth time 
as a member of the U.S. 
National Power Lifting 
Team competing in the 
World Championships 
in May in South Africa. 
He won the silver medal 
in the bench press, com-
plementing the bronze 
medal he won as a 

member of the national 
team in last year’s com-
petition.

In June, THOMAS 

NACHBAR co-hosted a 
workshop for policy-
makers with the Inter-
national Committee of 
the Red Cross. There 
were more than 30 
participants from aca-
demia, all levels of gov-
ernment, nongovern-
mental organizations 
and international orga-
nizations. In November, 
his paper “The Ratio- “The Ratio-The Ratio-
nality of Rationality 
Review” is being pub-
lished by the Virginia 
Law Review. This fall, 
he is presenting work-presenting work-ng work-
shops on two papers: 
“Rational Basis ‘Plus’” 
at the University of 
Minnesota and “Taking 
Formalism Seriously” at 
UVA. 

CALEB NELSON was 
elected to the American 
Law Institute in June. 
He also published “The 
Constitutionality of 
Civil Forfeiture” in the 
June 2016 issue of the 
Yale Law Journal.

DOTAN OLIAR pub-
lished “The Federal 
Intellectual Property 
Power” in American 
Governance (Schechter 
et al. eds., McMillan/
Cengage, 2015), an 
article surveying the 

extent of Congress’ 
power to make laws on 
the subject of patents, 
copyrights, trademarks 
and trade secrets. He 
submitted for publica-
tion the piece “Copy-
right Registration,” in 
“Research Handbook 
on the Economics of 
Intellectual Property 
Law: Volume II—Ana-
lytical Methods” (Peter 
S. Menell & David L. 
Schwartz, eds., Edward 
Elgar Publishing, forth-
coming 2016), which 
surveys available em-
pirical data on copy-
right registrations in 
the U.S. 

Oliar presented a 
working paper titled 
“Right on Time: First 
Possession in Intellec-
tual Property Law” 
(co-authored with 
JAMES STERN ’09) at 
workshops in the Tel 
Aviv, Bar-Ilan, Hebrew 
University and Haifa 
law schools in Israel. He 
presented a working 
paper titled “Copyright 
Registrations 1978-
2012” (with Bob Brau-
neis) at the Research 
Handbook on the Eco-
nomics of Intellectual 
Property Law Confer-
ence at Northwestern 
Law School in August 
2015 and at the Oxford 
Handbook on IP Work-
shop at Tel Aviv Univer-
sity’s law school in De-
cember 2015.

As an editor of the 
online blog Jotwell.com, 
Oliar published “Copy-
right’s Interpretive 
Turn” in June 2016, 
reviewing Zahr Said’s 
“Reforming Copyright 
Interpretation,” pub-
lished in the Harvard 
Journal of Law & Tech-
nology in 2015. 

SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH 
received an honorable 
mention for best legal 
writing from Scribes, 
the Society of Legal 
Writing, for his book 

“Imperial from the 
Beginning” (Yale Press, 
2015). He served as a 
lecturer for the 
Originalism Boot Camp 
at Georgetown Law 
Center and attended a 
conference on executive 
power at New York 
University Law 
School. He gave two 
papers on executive 
authority, one at 
Georgia and one at 
Emory. Finally, he 
wrote short online 
pieces for the National 
Constitutional Center 
and for the Harvard 
Law Review 
Forum. Two of his 
articles came out—
“Zivotofsky and the 
Separation of Powers” 
in the Supreme Court 
Review and “People =/ 
Legislature” in the 
Harvard Journal of Law 
& Public Policy (with 
John Yoo).

In March, MILDRED 

ROBINSON presented at 
a conference sponsored 
by the Nootbaar Insti-
tute at Pepperdine Law 
School. The conference 
explored “Doing Justice 
Without Doing 
Harm.” The paper, “Is 
It Possible to Reconcile 
Economic Expansion, 
Altruism, and Effective 
Participatory Public 
Education Through Tax 
Systems?,” examined 
the interplay between 
state economic initia-
tives, philanthropic 
support of public educa-
tion deductibles for 
federal tax purposes, 
and public participation 
(especially from parents 
of students) in the quest 
for self-sustaining 
public education that 
really works for all 
stakeholders over time. 
Later in March, she 
participated in a 
Woodson Institute 
Forum at UVA, “The 
Race Tax: Economic 
Predation in Black 

RATING 
THE 
PRESIDENTIAL 
CAMPAIGN 
RHETORIC
PUBLIC SPEAKING PROGRAM 

professors ROBERT SAYLER and 
MOLLY BISHOP SHADEL re-
launched their blog, “Tongue-
Tied Applied,” this summer to 
explore the rhetoric of the 
presidential campaign as it 
progressed.

From national conventions 
and debates to campaign 
speeches, Sayler and Shadel 
evaluated the campaign rhet-
oric and communication strat-
egies of Hillary Clinton and 
Donald Trump, and their 
running mates.

Sayler and Shadel’s blog, a 
spinoff of their book, 
“Tongue-Tied America: Re-
viving the Art of Verbal Per-
suasion,” was designed to 
inspire people of all political 
backgrounds to improve their 
public speaking skills by using 
the presidential campaign as 
an example. 

“Everything that’s happen-
ing—every major political 
speech, every debate—is an 
exercise in verbal persuasion,” 
Shadel said. “Rhetoric matters 
because the way a politician 
speaks can cause people to 
take action.” 

—Lyndsey Raynor
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Rules of Civil Procedure 
to U.S. District Court 
judges at the Fourth 
Circuit Judicial Confer-
ence.

He also has begun 
his service as an officer 
in the U.S. Army Judge 
Advocate General’s 
Corps, Reserve Compo-, Reserve Compo-
nent. Spencer spent the 
summer providing legal 
support to the U.S. 
Southern Command 
and the U.S. Central 
Command, as well as 
legal assistance services 
to military personnel 
and dependents in 
various parts of Florida. 

He is working on a 
book on military law 
that will serve as a com-
prehensive primer on 
the subject for practitio-
ners and those inter-
ested in entering the 
field.

In July, PAUL STEPHAN 

’77 testified before the 
Subcommittee on the 
Constitution and Civil 
Justice of the House 
Judiciary, at its invita-
tion, concerning the 
Justice Against Spon-
sors of Terrorism Act. 
Now adopted, the act 
will amend the Foreign 
Sovereign Immunities 
Act in ways that 
Stephan said he regards 
as unfortunate (see 
sidebar). 

In September, he 
took part in the Henry 
G. Manne Forum at 
Antonin Scalia Law 
School. The forum is 
devoted to encouraging 
the scholarship of 
younger scholars. Later 
in September, Stephan 
presented the three 
drafts of the Fourth 
Restatement of the 
Foreign Relations Law 
of the United States 
(Jurisdiction, Treaties, 
Sovereign Immunity) to 
the advisers and the 
members’ consultative 
group at the American 
Law Institute in Phila- in Phila-

delphia.
His recent publica-

tions include “Treaty 
Enforcement” in “Eco-
nomic Analysis of Inter-
national Law” (Eugene 
Kontorovich and Fran-
cesco Parisi, eds., 
Edward Elgar Publish-
ing, 2016); “The Political 
Economy of Jus Cogens” 
and “The Political 
Economy of Judicial 
Production of Interna-
tional Law” in “The 
Political Economy of 
International Law: A 
European Perspective” 
(Alberta Fabbricotti, 
ed., Edward Elgar, 
2016); and “Agora: Re-
flections on RJR 
Nabisco. v. European 
Community—Private 
Litigation as a Foreign 
Relations Problem” in 
the American Journal of 
International Law 
Unbound.

GREGG STRAUSS will 
publish “The Positive 
Right to Marry” in the 
December issue of the 
Virginia Law Review. 
This summer, Strauss 
helped organize the 
Family Law Scholars 
and Teachers Confer-
ence in New Orleans, 
where he presented a 
paper titled “What’s 
Wrong with Obergefell’s 
Valorization of Mar-
riage?”

In February, PIERRE-

HUGUES VERDIER spoke 
at Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center on “The 
Rise of Financial Sanc-
tions,” a draft chapter 
from his forthcoming 
book on civil and crimi-
nal enforcement actions 
against international 

banks. At Northwestern 
University in April, he 
presented “The 
Strength of Weak 
Review: National 
Courts, Interpretive 
Canons and Human 
Rights Treaties,” which 
he co-authored with 
MILA VERSTEEG and 
Yonatan Lupu. 

This summer, 
Verdier met many Euro-
pean graduates of the 
Law School’s LL.M. 
program at their bien-
nial reunion in 
Warsaw. In December, 
he will welcome leading 
scholars of international 
finance and sovereign 
debt to the Law School 
for this year’s edition of 
the Sokol Colloquium 
on Private International 
Law.

J.H. (RIP) VERKERKE 
delivered a chair 
lecture, “Rethinking 
Vicarious Liability for 
Employee Torts,” on 
Oct. 26 in Caplin Pavil-
ion to mark his appoint-
ment as the T. Munford 
Boyd Professor of Law.
He is also in the process 
of publishing a paper, 
“Mapping Employment 
Dismissal Law: A Lexi-
metric Investigation of 
EPL Stringency and 
Regulatory Style,” (with 
Benoit Pierre Freyens) 
in the International 
Labour Organization 
Working Paper series.

G. EDWARD WHITE 

published a review 
essay, “Looking 
Backward: Harvard 
Law School as Seen 
From 2016,” in The 
Weekly Standard and 
“Law on Nantucket” in 

the spring 2016 issue of 
Green Bag. On Nov. 10, 
he participated in a 
panel session on his 
book, “Law in American 
History II: From 
Reconstruction 
Through the 1920s,” 
which was published in 
February 2016. 
Participants in the panel 
were Logan Sawyer of 
the University of 
Georgia Law School, 
Charles McCurdy of the 
Department of History 
and School of Law at the 
University of Virginia, 
and Barbara Welke of 
the Department of 
History and the School 
of Law at the University 
of Minnesota.

This year, GEORGE YIN 
published “Preventing 
Congressional 
Violations of Taxpayer 
Privacy” in The Tax 
Lawyer. The article 
asserts that the U.S. 
House Ways & Means 
Committee violated the 
law in 2014 when it 
voted to disclose the 
confidential tax 
information of 51 
taxpayers. Because, 
however, the Speech or 
Debate Clause of the 
Constitution insulated 
the committee from 
prosecution for the 
violation, the article 
recommends new 
restrictions on 
committee access to 
such information to 
prevent a future breach 
of taxpayer privacy. 

Additionally, Wolters 
Kluwer published new 
editions of Yin’s 
casebooks on corporate 
tax and partnership tax 
(co-authored with 
Karen Burke).

Yin also completed a 
manuscript titled “A 
Maritime Lawyer, the 
Percentage Depletion 
Allowance, and the 
Joint Committee on 
Taxation.” The paper 
presents evidence that a 

maritime lawyer with 
little background in 
energy, natural 
resources or tax (and a 
fundamental 
misunderstanding of 
the law) originated a 
1918 tax proposal that 
helped lead to approval 
of both percentage 
depletion and the Joint 
Committee in 1926. 
Since the conditions 
especially favorable to 
enactment of the 1918 
proposal were short-
lived, the paper raises 
the possibility that but 
for this lawyer (or his 
misunderstanding), the 
tax system might never 
have included 
percentage depletion or 
even, conceivably, the 
Joint Committee.

Yin was involved in a 
number of programs 
during the past year. In 
late 2015, he commented 
on “The IRS Crisis” by 
Leandra Lederman at 
the Second Annual UVA 
Invitational Tax 
Conference at the Law 
School. As a panelist on 
a Federalist Society tax 
reform program also 
held at the Law School, 
he critiqued the “fair 
tax” proposal (a form of 
national sales tax) 
advocated by one of the 
other panelists, Rep. 
Rob Woodall (R.-Ga.).

In February, Yin 
presented a paper, “The 
Joint Committee on 
Taxation and the 
Codification of the Tax 
Laws,” at a conference 
celebrating the 90th 
anniversary of the Joint 
Committee. Yin served 
as chief of staff of the 
committee from 2003 to 
2005. The program was 
sponsored by the U.S. 
Capitol Historical 
Society and was held at 
the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington. He also 
participated in a 
roundtable discussion 
conducted by the 
Government 
Accountability Office in 
Washington to help in 
the preparation of its 
report on tax 
expenditures and the 
federal budget process. 
Also in Washington, Yin 
delivered a researcher 
talk in May to the 

Center for Legislative 
Archives at the National 
Archives. The topic was 
“The Early Years of the 
U.S. Joint Committee on 
Taxation and Some 
Current Implications.”

Finally, Yin contin-
ued his consulting work 
for the “Tax Gap” sub-“Tax Gap” sub-” sub-
committee of the IRS 
Advisory Panel and his 
service as a member of 
the board of directors of 
the Charlottesville 
Symphony Society, 
which is responsible for 
the performances of the 
Charlottesville Sym-
phony Orchestra.

shop on the question, 
“Is Religion Special?” 
His paper, “How Much 
May Religious Accom-
modations Burden 
Others?,” co-authored 
with Tebbe and  
RICHARD SCHRAGGER, 
is forthcoming in a 
volume on “Law, Reli-
gion, and Health in the 
United States,” pub-
lished by Cambridge 
University Press. 

Schwartzman is 
working on a casebook, 
“Constitutional Law 
and Religion.”

GIL SIEGAL’S recent 
publications include 
“Ethical Issues in Nano-
medicine: Tempest in a 
Teapot?” with Irit Allon 
and others in Medicine, 
Healthcare and Philoso-
phy; “Medical Informa-
tion Exchange: Pattern 
of Global Mobile Mes-
senger Usage Among 
Otolaryngologists” with 
others in the journal 
Otolaryngology-Head 
and Neck Surgery; and 
“Organ Traffic” and 
“Medical Malpractice,” 
both in the Encyclope-
dia of Global Bioethics 
(Henk ten Have, ed., 
Springer Publishers, 
2016).

Siegal also chaired a 
subcommittee of ethical 
legal and regulatory 
affairs, “Ownership of 
Medical Data,” for 
the National Institute of 
Health Policy of Israel’s 
Ministry of Health.

In June, BARBARA 

SPELLMAN spoke about 
her recent book, “The 
Psychological Founda-
tions of Evidence Law,” 
at a roundtable discus-

sion at the Law and 
Society Annual Meeting 
in New Orleans. She 
also gave a talk on rea-
soning to the Human 
Factors in Forensic 
Practice Sourcebook 
Working Group at Re-
search Triangle Inter-
national in North Caro-
lina.

In August, she orga-
nized an invited sympo-
sium called “Legal Rea-
soning” at the 
International Confer-
ence on Thinking at 
Brown University in 
Providence, R.I. The 
same month, she was a 
guest on the Public 
Radio International/
National Public Radio 
program “Science 
Friday” to discuss “The 
Replication Game: How 
Well Do Psychological 
Studies Hold Up?”

Spellman also co-
chaired (with Traci 
Mann) a symposium 
called “Opening Our 
File Drawers: Issues in 
Creating a More Com-
plete and Useful Psy-
chological Science” that 
was presented in Sep-
tember to the Society of 
Experimental Social 
Psychology in Santa 
Monica, Calif.

Her recent publica-
tions include “Calibrat- “Calibrat-Calibrat-
ing Legal Judgments” 
(with FREDERICK 

SCHAUER) in the 
Journal of Legal Analy-
sis and “A Different 
Kind of Scientific Revo-
lution” in The New 
Atlantis: A Journal of 
Science and Technology. 

A. BENJAMIN SPENCER 
recently published two 
articles, “Rationalizing 
Cost Allocation in Civil 
Discovery” in The 
Review of Litigation 
and “The Forms Had a 
Function” in the 
Nevada Law Journal. In 
May, he gave a presenta-
tion on the 2015 amend-
ments to the Federal 

2 PROFESSORS 
ATTAIN MEMBERSHIP 
IN AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE 
 
PROFESSORS KIM FORDE-MAZRUI and CALEB E. NELSON were recently elected 
members of the American Law Institute.

The institute is the leading independent organization in the United States 
producing scholarly work to clarify, modernize and otherwise improve the law. 
The organization includes judges, lawyers and law professors from the United 
States and abroad, selected on the basis of professional achievement and 
demonstrated interest in improving the law.

Forde-Mazrui, whose election was announced in October, is the Mortimer M. 
Caplin Professor of Law and director of the Center for the Study of Race and Law. 
He is an expert on constitutional law, employment discrimination and criminal 
law, among other topics. His scholarship focuses on equal protection, especially 
involving race and sexual orientation.

Nelson, who was elected in the spring, is the Emerson G. Spies Distinguished 
Professor of Law and Elizabeth D. and Richard A. Merrill Professor at UVA Law. 
He teaches and writes about civil procedure, federal courts, statutory 
interpretation and constitutional law. 

—Eric Williamson

MEMBERS ARE SELECTED FROM CONFIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED BY EXISTING ALI MEMBERS.

ELECTED MEMBERS:

Kenneth S. Abraham
Richard Bonnie
Kimberly Kessler 

Ferzan
Kim Forde-Mazrui
Brandon Garrett
Rachel Harmon
Alex M. Johnson Jr.

Caleb E. Nelson
Mildred W. 

Robinson
Benjamin Spencer

LIFE MEMBERS:

Stanley D. 
Henderson 

(emeritus)

John C. Jeffries Jr.
Edmund W. Kitch
Douglas Laycock 
Peter Low 

(emeritus)
Richard A. Merrill 

(emeritus)
John Norton Moore
Kent Sinclair

Paul B. Stephan
Walter J. 

Wadlington 
(emeritus)

G. Edward White

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Risa Goluboff
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STEPHAN, 
JOHNSTON and 

DUFFY 
TESTIFY 
BEFORE 

CONGRESS

T
HREE LAW PRO-

FESSORS were 
called upon in 
recent months 
to give congres-
sional testi-
mony on issues 

related to terrorism, financial 
institutions and regulatory 
reform.

PAUL STEPHAN ’77 gave testi-
mony on July 14 before the 
U.S. House Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on the 
Constitution and Civil Justice. 
He spoke out against the 
Justice Against Sponsors of 
Terrorism Act. In light of the 
revelation that that the Saudi 
Arabian government had ties 
to the Sept. 11 attackers, the 
legislation was created to 
provide a private civil remedy 
for families and other parties 
affected by terrorism.

Stephan predicted the bill 
would harm the United States 
by increasing its exposure to 
litigation abroad; would not 
likely hold foreign states ac-
countable for material support 
of terrorism, per its stated aim; 
and would strip the executive 
branch of its power to deter-
mine which states sponsor 
terrorism, putting that power 
in the hands of private liti-
gants. 

President Barack Obama 
later vetoed the bill, but a con-
gressional majority over-
turned his veto.

JASON JOHNSTON addressed a 
House panel on May 18 on a 
rule proposed by the Consum-
er Financial Protection Bureau 
to ban forced arbitration 

clauses in financial products. 
The bureau cited its own 
study, mandated by the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act, 
which found that consumers 
received smaller awards from 
arbitration. But Johnston said 
the bureau did not study 
enough cases before taking 
action, and pointed out that 
arbitration is typically a speed-
ier means to payment than 
litigation—63 percent of con-
sumers receive an award or 
settlement within five months 
through arbitration, he said.

JOHN DUFFY testified on May 
17 before the House Judiciary 
Committee’s Subcommittee 
on Regulatory Reform, Com-
mercial and Antitrust Law for 
the second time this year (he 
also testified in March). He 
praised a proposed House bill, 
the Separation of Powers Res-
toration Act, which would 
demonstrate statutory disap-
proval of various judge-made 
doctrines requiring deference 
to administrative legal posi-
tions, including the doctrine 
commonly associated with the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 
in Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Inc. Duffy said the 
proposed legislation will likely 
decrease litigation by “elimi-
nating the myriad complexi-
ties and uncertainties in the 
current case law governing 
judicial review of legal issues.” 
The bill passed the House and 
has been referred to the 
Senate.

—Eric Williamson
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his father’s diplo-
matic postings in 
Nepal, Canada, 
France, West 
Germany, 
Morocco, Ghana, 
Belgium and 
Senegal. Those 
experiences have 
enabled him to es-
tablish a quick 
rapport with the 
career foreign 
service officers 
who comprise most 
of the U.S. Embassy 
staff. 

“My background 
as a foreign service 

brat gives me instant pedigree,” Adams 
said. “This is the life that I lived as a kid. I 
view my post as coming home.”

After graduating from Dartmouth in 
1968, Adams spent two years in Kenya 
with the Peace Corps before attending law 
school at UVA. Following several years 
practicing law in Paris and Washington, 
D.C., he moved to Geneva in 1986, and has 
lived abroad ever since. He has worked for 
several firms, most recently Akin Gump 
Strauss Hauer & Feld, and is regarded as a 
leading expert in international arbitration. 

Absence from the United States did not 
dull his interest in public affairs. Adams 

led the Democratic Expatriate Leadership 
Council and served on the finance commit-
tee for both of Barack Obama’s presidential 
campaigns. In 2008, he hosted an Obama 
fundraiser with actor George Clooney at 
Adams’ Geneva home. As Adams told the 
Swiss newspaper Le Temps, “I personally 
assured George Clooney that Geneva is a 
city where restraint is the norm and that 
he wouldn’t be assaulted by fans trying to 
tear the shirt off him.” That dinner was 
such a success that Adams and Clooney 

reprised it in 2012, co-hosting with 
Matthew Barzun, now the U.S. ambassa-
dor to the Court of St. James. The dinner 
raised more than half a million dollars for 
the president’s reelection campaign.

In February 2014, Adams was invited to 
a state dinner at the White House for 
French president Francois Hollande. 
Adams respectfully declined, citing plans 
for a ski vacation, but White House offi-
cials insisted that he attend. After the 
dinner, they first broached with him the 
ambassadorial post to Helsinki. Although 
he was aware that he was being considered 
for a diplomatic assignment, Adams said 
that this particular post had not crossed 
his mind. “Had I known about Finland, it 
would have been at the top of my list,” he 
said. 

At his confirmation hearing, Adams 

pledged to “sustain and advance” U.S.-
Finnish relations by emphasizing “our 
shared security, shared prosperity and 
shared values.” Those ties are both broad 
and deep. Finland is strategically impor-
tant to the United States, not least because 
it shares an 833-mile border with Russia. 
Finnish troops have also participated in 
joint training missions with NATO forces, 
fought alongside Americans in Afghani-
stan and helped destroy chemical weapons 
in Syria. 

Adams said that the two countries have 
closer economic ties than many Americans 
might expect: The United States is the 
third-largest export market for Finnish 
goods and the sixth-largest supplier to 
Finland. Both countries also sit on the 
Arctic Council, an intergovernmental or-
ganization of eight nations with territory 
north of the Arctic Circle. Adams hopes to 
increase U.S. access to advanced Finnish 
technology in developing a new generation 
of American ice-breaking ships.

Last May, Adams helped arrange a visit 
by Finnish president Sauli Niinistö to 
Washington as part of a six-nation U.S.-
Nordic Leaders’ Summit. This marked the 
first time in 14 years that a Finnish presi-
dent had met one-on-one with his Ameri-
can counterpart and helped the new U.S. 
ambassador achieve his goal of enhancing 

the bilateral relationship between the two 
countries. The summit was widely consid-
ered a success. As President Obama de-
clared before a dinner honoring the visit-
ing heads of state, “The world would be 
more secure and more prosperous if we 
just had more partners like our Nordic 
partners.” 

Adams, who is fluent in three foreign 
languages—French, German and Swahili—
has been working diligently to add Finnish 
to the list; he and his wife, Vera Risteski-

Adams, spend several hours a week in 
lessons. Their 14-year-old daughter, Maya, 
attends school in Helsinki. True to another 
promise made at his confirmation hearing, 
Adams has traveled extensively around the 
country. 

His term, though, will end sometime 
next year when a new administration 
names his successor. Adams intends to 
return eventually to Geneva, but describes 
his immediate plans as “inchoate,” with 
one exception:

“My days of 2,000-plus billable hours 
per year, unrelenting business develop-
ment initiatives and aggressive pursuit of 
unpaid receivables are, however, merci-
fully over.” 

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Charles Adams Jr. ’73

AS HIS FERRY SAILED INTO HELSINKI HARBOR early one morning in August 2015, the 
new American ambassador to Finland, Charles C. Adams Jr. ’73, stood on the deck with 
his wife and daughter, admiring a view of their new home—the U.S. Embassy, dramati-
cally situated along the waterfront at the city’s southern edge. When Adams made plans to 
take his family to Helsinki, he chose to approach the city by sea so that his daughter might 
have the same experience he once had. In April 1961, Adams’ father, Charles C. Adams Sr., 
sailed into the exotic port of Casablanca with his family to begin a two-year diplomatic 
assignment at the U.S. consulate in Morocco. 

Adams, in fact, has spent most of his life abroad. He was born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland and, with the exception of a few years in Washington, D.C., spent his childhood at 

❰ Adams lectured 
on international 

arbitration at the 
University of Turku in 

September 2015. 

PHOTO BY HANNA OKSANEN / UNIVERSITY OF TURKU

❰ Adams took this 
photo of northern 
Lapland during his 
travels in Finland. 

❰ CHARLES ADAMS 
and his wife, Vera 
Risteski-Adams, with 
Finland President 
Martti Ahtisaari during 
a celebration of the 
independence of 
the United States 
on June 16, 2016.

“My background as a foreign service brat gives me instant pedigree.” 

Embarking 
With the

Ambassador 
to Finland
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late and constitutional law group and co-
chairs its administrative law and regula-
tory practice group. Although she had ar-
gued cases throughout the federal courts 
of appeal, she had never argued before the 
Supreme Court and had less than a month 
to research and write a brief on a complex 
area of law. Within hours of Thomas’ 
phone call, she had two habeas treatises 
on her desk and had assembled a team of 
associates; together they worked 14-hour 
days over the next several weeks. Walker 
also held three mock oral arguments to 
prepare for the justices’ questions. 

On the morning of her real oral argu-
ment, the Supreme Court chamber was 
filled with family, friends and colleagues, 

including her partner, Eugene 
Scalia, son of the late justice, and 
her father, emeritus professor W. 
Laurens Walker III, who taught 
both federal courts and civil pro-
cedure during his long career at 
the Law School. 

Although the court ruled, 7-1, 
that Johnson does apply retroac-
tively, Justice Anthony Kennedy 
praised Walker in his opinion, 
writing that “she has ably dis-

charged her responsibilities.” 
“It was clear from the very beginning 

that it was an uphill battle, given the gov-
ernment’s concession,” Walker said. Still, 
she and her team took as their motto a 
paraphrased line from Atticus Finch in 
“To Kill a Mockingbird”: “Simply because 
we may be licked is no reason for us not to 
try to win.” The side for which she advo-
cated may have “lost,” but Walker views 
her team’s service as a victory. 

 “I feel that we did what Justice Thomas 
and the court asked us to do, which was to 
give the justices the very best briefing and 
the very best argument in defense of our 
side of the case that could be had.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Helgi Walker ’94 
CALL IT A SERVICE TO THE LAW. Call it a service for an old mentor. But when Helgi 
Walker ’94 received a call in January from Justice Clarence Thomas, asking if she would 
be willing to serve as an amicus, appointed by the Supreme Court to brief and argue a 
case the court had decided to hear, her answer was an immediate yes.

The case, Welch v. United States, raised the question of whether the court’s 2015 deci-
sion in Johnson v. United States, striking down a provision of the Armed Career Criminal 
Act, applied retroactively in federal habeas corpus proceedings. Because the govern-
ment (as well as the petitioner) believed that it did, the government was unwilling to 
defend a contrary judgment from the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals. In such relatively 
rare situations, the Supreme Court “invites” a lawyer to present the appellate court’s side 
of the case as a friend of the court. Thomas, the circuit justice for the 11th Circuit, asked 
Walker, his law clerk in 1995-96, to defend the lower court’s ruling. The full court later 
confirmed her appointment.

Appellate litigation is familiar for Walker, who is a member of Gibson Dunn’s appel-

Administration to end the 
government’s practice of 
withholding tax refunds based 
on decades-old Social Security 
overpayments.

Like legal-aid lawyers around 
the country, Le’s staff is busy—
but he and his colleagues have 
pursued a different approach 
to avoid burnout. “Rather than 
imposing crushing case loads, 
we take on fewer matters, 
but try to litigate them to the 
highest level we can provide,” 
he said. “That not only enables 
our attorneys to develop their 
legal skills and our clients to 

receive high-quality 
representation, but 
also demonstrates to 
the courts that the 
cases we do bring 
deserve serious 
treatment.”

Le has been drawn 
to public interest 
work since he was a 
UVA undergraduate 
working for the 

Albemarle Housing Improvement 
Program. He later became assistant 
counsel for the NAACP’s Legal Defense 
& Education Fund and, from 2009-11, 
New Jersey’s director of the Division on 
Civil Rights for the Office of the Attorney 
General. In 2014, the National Law 
Journal named Le one of Washington’s 40 
“game-changing” lawyers under the age 
of 40.

Public-interest litigation, Le said, is all 
he has ever wanted to do. 

“It’s what made me want to go to law 
school, and what wakes me up in the 
morning and makes me happy.” 

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Chinh Q. Le ’00 
THE SIMPLEST WAY TO UNDERSTAND what the Legal Aid Society of the District Co-
lumbia does is to look at its motto: “Making Justice Real.” The group’s legal director, 
Chinh Q. Le ’00, takes those words to heart.

Legal Aid is Washington’s oldest and largest general civil legal services program. Le 
supervises a staff of 40 lawyers, who last year assisted more than 1,100 individuals and 
families.

In addition to providing free legal representation for indigent D.C. residents, Legal 
Aid advocates for systemic changes to the legal system. Representing individual clients 
is “very fulfilling,” Le said, “because you can make a real difference in the lives of real 
people, but all of that work informs our larger advocacy work.”

Since joining Legal Aid in July 2011, Le has overseen litigation that forced the 
D.C. housing authority to improve accommodations for the hearing impaired and a 
class-action lawsuit that stopped a local law firm from making misrepresentations 
against tenants in eviction actions. The group is currently suing the Social Security 

Called 
to Take 

a Side
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Justice 
     Real

LEGAL DIRECTOR 
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CLOCK

LITIGATOR 
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JUSTICE’S 
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INVITE
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Roscoe Jones Jr. ’03 
ON A DAY IN WHICH DEMOCRATS staged a summer sit-in on the floor of the House, 
Roscoe Jones Jr. ’03 surfaced from his own work behind the scenes in the Senate, ener-
gized. Jones is senior counsel to Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey. An amendment to a 
Senate spending bill was in play that would overhaul the nation’s background checks for 
gun purchasers.

“Much of my day was scrambling to get Senator Booker up to speed on that amendment, 
the contents thereof, and how he should vote on it,” Jones said.

Leading the senator’s work not just on gun policy, but on criminal justice reform, civil 

rights, judicial nomina-
tions and other constitu-
tional law matters, Jones 
said Booker is a personal 
hero for being out front 
on the issues of the day, 
including efforts to ame-
liorate mass incarcera-
tion. 

“I admire him greatly,” 
Jones said. “I work for a 
senator who is smart, has 
supreme judgement, im-
peccable character and 
deep trust in his staff. 
And yet he is a true 
senator in the sense that 
he knows the details of 
legislation as well as, if 
not better than, his staff 
does. He is also very kind 
human being with a gen-
erous heart, who makes 
me a better person just 
being around him.” 

While anticipating 
Booker’s needs drives his 
to-do list, another per-
sonal hero is so integral to 
Jones’ daily sense of 
purpose, he’s part of his DNA. Roscoe Jones 
Sr., a Mississippi civil rights activist, always 
stressed public interest work to his family.

“I grew up in a home where civil rights 
was part of the family business and where 
we had conversations around the kitchen 
table about rights and the duties of citizen-
ship,” Jones said. 

In the 1960s, the senior Jones challenged 
segregationist policies in his hometown of 
Meridian and served as a youth leader for 
the NAACP, despite the very real threat of 
retaliation. Three of his fellow activists and 
friends—James Chaney, Michael Schwer-
ner and Andy Goodman—were murdered 
by Ku Klux Klan members in response to 
their civil rights work.

Jones didn’t forget his father’s sacrifices 
and lessons when he left home to attend 
Stanford, and later UVA Law. While at Vir-
ginia, Jones was among students who 
pushed to create the Center for the Study of 
Race and Law, and also served as editor-in-
chief of the Journal of Social Policy & the 
Law.

Over time, Jones has worked in all three 
branches of government and in higher edu-
cation. He clerked for two federal judges. 
He served as special counsel to Tom Perez, 
the former head of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Civil Rights Division (now secretary 
of labor), and later, as an assistant U.S. attor-
ney in Seattle. He taught administrative law 
and civil rights policy at the University of 

Washington School of 
Law and Evans School 
of Public Policy and 
Governance, respec-
tively. And, before 
joining Booker, he was 
senior counsel to Sen. 
Patrick Leahy, when 
Leahy was chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.

For his work, Jones 
has received several 
honors, most recently 
having been named a 
Wasserstein Public In-
terest Fellow at 
Harvard Law School 
for his dedication to 
public interest.

Jones said his 
current view from the 
Hill can’t be beat. His 
job comes with a large 
amount of responsibil-
ity, but also a high 
degree of satisfaction 
when good legislation 
becomes law.

“It is very difficult to 
get a piece of legislation passed,” he said. 
“The upside is once you hit, you hit big, 
because you have a chance to really make a 
difference and an impact on a country of 
300 million people. And that’s pretty 
special.” 

—Eric Williamson 

A View 
From 

       the Hill

“I grew up in a home where civil rights was part of the family business and where we had 
conversations around the kitchen table about rights and the duties of citizenship.” 

VITA

❱ ROSCOE JONES SR. talks with 
Queens College graduate Mark Levy 
and fellow high school students Lelia 
Jean Waterhouse and Caroline Tartt 
during the Freedom Summer in 1964.
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ford to undertake big, long-term projects, 
such as a building power plants. “But gov-
ernments usually don’t have the expertise 
to do it on their own, so that’s where GE 
comes in,” she said.

The personal adjustment was almost 
easier—she and her husband are empty-
nesters after seeing their youngest son off 
to college. “Just like a move anywhere is a 
headache, this is a little more severe head-
ache,” she said with a laugh. They rent a 
house near Kenyan government officials 
and U.S. expatriates, including U.N. of-
ficials and foreign service officers from the 
U.S. Embassy.

Non-work challenges range from find-
ing the best green grocer to dealing with 
not-infrequent power or telephone out-
ages. Although her landlord assured her 
that there was a backup water tank in case 
service was interrupted, he did not tell her 

that the tank was empty—until 
she discovered it herself.

Brumback’s career has been 
peripatetic from the start. After 
seven years with King & Spalding 
in Atlanta, she helped open the 
firm’s New York office. In 2004, 
she became senior vice presi-
dent and general counsel for GE 
Capital Real Estate, overseeing 
developments in North America, 
Europe and Asia. When GE Capi-

tal sold its real estate business, this new 
opportunity arose.

Friends, Brumback said, had one of two 
reactions to her move: either “that’s so 
exciting” or “you’re so brave.”

“Fortunately, I tend to get excited about 
new adventures and new challenges,” she 
said. 

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Eileen Brumback ’86

THERE ARE MID-CAREER MOVES, and then there is the sort of mid-career move Eileen 
Brumback ’86 has made.

Since January, Brumback has been general counsel of General Electric in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, where she is based in Nairobi, Kenya. She is responsible for helping support GE’s 
ventures across 25 countries, and leads a team of 20 legal and compliance professionals.    

A move on this scale brings a range of challenges. In addition to overseeing the com-
pany’s legal and regulatory compliance across a patchwork of legal systems, Brumback 
tries to help GE’s many businesses gain a foothold in new markets. 

“It’s what Africa needs: power, transportation, health care, aviation upgrade,” she said.
Because many African countries have weak private sectors, only governments can af-

should I care about that if I’m 
not doing anything wrong?’”

The ACLU promotes civil 
liberties and rights through pub-
lic education, litigation and ad-
vocacy. Gastañaga was chosen in 
2012 to be the Virginia affiliate 
director, in part, because of her 
tenacity as a lobbyist for Equal-
ity Virginia, the Virginia Coali-
tion for Latino Organizations, 
and the Virginia Sexual and Do-
mestic Violence Alliance. 

Perhaps no recent issue has 
been as contentious as the exer-
cise of police power, including 
the use of force and video sur-
veillance—topics on which the 
Virginia affiliate leads.

The organization is push-
ing for an investigation of the 

Roanoke County po-
lice killing of Kionte 
Spencer, and asking for 
consistent departmen-
tal policies regarding 
officer-mounted cam-
eras.

Last fall the affiliate 
issued a report find-
ing that, while about 
a sixth of all Virginia 
law enforcement agen-

cies were using body-worn cameras, only 
about 3 percent had policies requiring of-
ficers to inform the public they are being 
recorded. Gastañaga said people deserve 
to be warned, and also to be able to see the 
footage of themselves, know how long it’s 
being kept, and be able to find out who has 
access.

“Whether it’s body cams or use of force, 
there are just some things where there 
should be uniform policies applied equally 
to all Virginians across the board,” she said. 

—Eric Williamson 

Claire Guthrie Gastañaga ’74 

CLAIRE GUTHRIE GASTAÑAGA ’74, executive director of the ACLU of Virginia, always 
keeps something on hand that she can give to people as a reminder of their rights—it could 
be a pocket-sized copy of the U.S. Constitution, a Bill of Rights bookmark or a sticker that 
shouts “it’s my data get a warrant.”

But with rights-related issues clogging Facebook feeds and dominating news cycles, 
surely people are already aware, aren’t they?

“No,” Gastañaga said. Whether she is speaking at a Tea Party meeting, a Jewish Com-
munity Center luncheon or a high school assembly, she said people frequently don’t know, 
or take for granted, their rights. 

“It doesn’t matter what kind of group I’m in front of, someone always asks me, ‘Why 
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JOSEPH H. YOUNG ’51, who served as a district judge 
for the District of Maryland from 1971 until his 
retirement in 2002, died in March 2015. He was 
honored at the Judicial Conference of the Fourth 
Circuit on May 23, in a tribute submitted by his 
colleague Judge Richard D. Bennett with assistance 
from Bennett’s law clerk, EMILY HANKIN PETRILA ’14. 

The following excerpts (some edited for length) 
are from that tribute:

“Very few of us who 
appeared before him for 
many years were fully 
aware of his heroism in 
World War II. He enlisted 
at the age of 19 and 
quickly rose to the rank of 
reconnaissance sergeant in 
the famed 78th Lightning 
Infantry Division. It 
was this division that 
captured Ludendorff 
Bridge over the Rhine 
River at the famous Battle 
of Remagen in March of 
1945. The capture of the 
bridge enabled General 
Eisenhower to rapidly 
deploy five divisions into 
Germany and shorten 
World War II in Europe. 
The Baltimore Sun has 
mentioned that Joe 
Young was one of the first 
American soldiers to cross 
the bridge. He received a 
Purple Heart and a Bronze 
Star for ‘his continuous 
reconnaissance reports 
from behind the lines after 
having been wounded.’ 

“After attending the 
Law School, Young joined the Baltimore law firm 
of Piper and Marbury, where he spent his entire 
career as a trial lawyer, rising to become managing 
partner. 

“Already enjoying a reputation as an exceptional 
trial lawyer, Young exhibited the depth of his 
character in April of 1968. He volunteered to 
represent indigent defendants arrested during 
the riots in Baltimore after the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. Later that same year he 
was the co-chair of Maryland Lawyers for Nixon-
Agnew. I suspect that few lawyers had this dual 
resume. In 1971 he was nominated by President 
Nixon and unanimously confirmed as a U.S. district 
judge for Maryland. 

“Young was known for his collegiality, his sense 
of propriety and his great discipline. JIM SHEA ’77, 
now the managing partner at Venable, served 
as Young’s law clerk. He advised the judge of his 
wedding plans during his clerkship. The wedding 
day ultimately had to be scheduled around Young’s 

court calendar and the honeymoon was somewhat 
abbreviated, as the judge needed Jim back in 
chambers. 

“Young was decisive—and quick to note his ‘Rule 
95’ to counsel. This meant they were free to drive 
down Route 95 to Richmond to appeal his ruling! 

“Young handled many landmark cases during 
his 31 years on the bench. In 1973 he found a pattern 

of racial discrimination 
in Baltimore’s Fire 
Department and ordered 
that African-American 
firefighters be given 
promotions after years 
of bias against them. He 
received death threats 
afterwards and a U.S. 
marshal guarded his 
home. He also ruled 
in favor of African-
Americans on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore in a voting 
rights case challenging 
existing district lines and 
countywide voting. He 
presided over the political 
corruption trial of West 
Virginia Gov. Arch Moore 
in May of 1976, when 
Judge Kenneth K. Hall 
of the Southern District 
of West Virginia recused 
himself. 

“He also presided over 
the political corruption 
trial of Baltimore 
County Executive Dale 
Anderson, who had 
succeeded Spiro Agnew 
as county executive. After 
Anderson was convicted 

for accepting bribes from contractors, Judge Young 
imposed a five-year prison sentence. The Baltimore 
Sun reported at the time that the sentence ‘sent 
shock waves through the corruption hierarchy in 
Maryland.’ These shock waves followed Agnew to 
the vice presidency and resulted in his resignation 
from office in October of 1973. 

“There are several hundred letters that were 
written by Young to his mother that are now 
treasures of the Young family. These letters reflect 
the strength of his character and his compassion 
and kindness for his fellow man. In April of 1945, 
his unit liberated Buchenwald, the notorious Nazi 
concentration camp. Despite the horrors that he 
witnessed, he still noted in a letter that it is ‘hard to 
be cruel in dealing with civilians ... most of them are 
victims of the Nazis just as much as everyone else.’ 
It was this humanity and compassion for others that 
Young carried with him during his 31 years on the 
bench.” 

—Rebecca Barns

IN MEMORIAM: DISTRICT OF MARYLAND  
JUDGE JOSEPH H. YOUNG ’51CLASS NOTES

FALL 2016
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1960
MANFRED W. LECKSZAS,
who retired from his 
maritime law practice 
with Ober, Kaler in Bal-
timore, writes that he 
enjoys gardening, read-
ing and time with his 
family—his wife, three 
children and six grand-
children—and that all 
are well and busy.

DANIEL F. O’KEEFE JR. 
has moved to Goodwin 
House in Alexandria, 
Va., with his wife of 
59 years, Sandra. He 
has two children, one 
of whom is VICKI E. 

O’KEEFE ’84, and five 
grown grandchildren—
“all employed!”

RUST E. REID is listed in 
Texas Super Lawyers 
2016 in estate planning 
and probate, and Best 
Lawyers 2017 in trusts 
and estates. He is of 
counsel with Thompson 
& Knight in Dallas, 
where he focuses his 
practice on estate plan-
ning, probate and fidu-
ciary administration.

ALAN H.W. SHIFF has 
joined Reid and Riege as 
a member of the arbitra-
tion and mediation 
practice in Hartford, 
Conn. He is a retired 
U.S. bankruptcy judge 
for the District of Con-
necticut. 

STEPHEN CLARKSON 
published a novel, “The 
Last Run,” this year. 
The book is set during 
Prohibition in the 1920s, 
and covers the subse-
quent legal rulings that 
had a devastating and 
dramatic effect on ev-
eryday people in small 
towns throughout the 
country.

JAMES A. WADE was 
honored this summer 
for reaching a 50-year 
milestone at Robinson + 
Cole in Hartford, Conn., 
where he is a litigation 
partner. For more than 
20 years he served as 
outside counsel to the 
Connecticut Demo-
cratic Party and has 
represented three Con-
necticut governors in 
litigation. In recent 
years, he has tried com-
plex criminal and civil 
cases involving anti-
trust, securities fraud, 
government contracting 
fraud, mail fraud and 
public corruption. 

WILLIAM T. WILSON 

was honored with the 
Champion for Justice 
Award by the Virginia 
Chapter of the Ameri-
can Board of Trial Ad-
vocates. Wilson is a past 
president of the chapter 
and has been active in 
the Virginia Trial Law-
yers Association and the 
Boyd Graves Confer-
ence. He served 16 years 
in the House of Del-
egates and was the 
founding chair of the 
Senior Lawyers Confer-
ence of the Virginia 
State Bar. 

JOHN R. NORMILE JR. 
writes that he is in his 
final year of practicing 
law, mainly trusts and 
estates. “My wife and I 
moved to a retirement 
community six years 
ago, and both my law 
firm and the retirement 
community have con-
vinced me that retire-
ment will be good.”

LEMUEL AUGUSTUS 

“GUS” SMITH is serving 
a two-year term as lieu-
tenant governor for the 
First Mississippi Co. of 
the Jamestowne Soci-
ety. First Mississippi Co. 
has 63 members who 
are descendants of 
those who owned land 
or had domiciles in 
Jamestown prior to 
1700, or descendants of 
stockholders in the 
London Co. or the Vir-
ginia Co., or other colo-
nial government offi-
cers. Members of the 
House of Burgesses, 
prior to 1700, are as-
sumed to have had at 
least temporary domi-
cile at Jamestown. 
Smith’s ancestor came 
to Virginia aboard the 
ship Sarah in 1611. The 
society’s national office 
is in Richmond, Va.

Judge TRISTRAM T. 

HYDE IV died on April 
18. Before attending law 
school he was commis-
sioned into the U.S. 
Marine Corps and 
served for 32 years—
both on active and 
reserve duty. He retired 
as a full colonel in 1991. 
Hyde founded Hyde and 
Haynie in the 1970s in 
Fleeton, Va., and loved 
being a country lawyer, 
for which he occasion-
ally was paid with crabs, 
oysters or farm produce. 
From 1983-2003 he 
served as judge for the 
General District Court 
of Northumberland, 
Lancaster, Essex, Rich-
mond and Westmore-
land counties. He 
served until last year as 
a substitute judge in 
Virginia.

ARLAND “ART” STEIN 
has joined Kegler 
Brown Hill + Ritter in 
Columbus, Ohio, as 
director. He focuses his 
practice on intellectual 
property and patent 
litigation. He was previ-
ously with Hahn, 
Loeser & Parks.

GUY O. FARMER II is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016 in labor and em-
ployment and Florida 
Super Lawyers 2016 in 
employment and labor, 
and employment litiga-
tion: defense. He is of 
counsel with GrayRob-
inson in Jacksonville.

GENE DAHMEN is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 in 
family law. She is senior 
counsel with Verrill 
Dana in Boston.

HAROLD “HAL” W. 

MULLIS was awarded 
the President’s Fellow 
Medallion by the Uni-
versity of South Florida. 
The award honors his 
service to USF and the 
Tampa Bay business 
community. Mullis 
has served on the USF 
Board of Trustees, as 
board chair for Tampa 
General Hospital and 
Berkeley Prepara-
tory School, and as a 
member of the board 
of governors for the 
Greater Tampa Cham-
ber of Commerce. Last 
year he was inducted 
into the Tampa Bay 
Business Hall of Fame. 
Mullis is a founding 
member and president 
of Trenam Law, where 
he is a member of the 
corporate transactions 
practice group.

WILLIAM NORMAN 
writes that 50 years 
after graduation he con-
tinues to try complex 
commercial cases be-
fore juries in California 
and frequently encoun-
ters UVA alumni. “I still 
remember my classes 
with Professor Scalia,” 
he notes.

THOMAS G. SLATER JR. 
has been appointed to 
the State Council of 
Higher Education for 
Virginia. He is listed in 
Best Lawyers 2017 in 
antitrust law, bet-the-
company litigation, 
commercial litigation, 
corporate law, personal 
injury litigation (defen-
dants), and litigation in 
the antitrust, intellec-
tual property and regu-
latory enforcement 
categories. He is also 
listed as a national liti-
gation star in Bench-
mark Litigation 2016. 
He is special counsel 
with Hunton & Wil-
liams in Richmond, 
where he serves as chair 
emeritus for the litiga-
tion, labor and competi-
tion practices.

1971
KENT F. CHRISTISON is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in corporate, merg-
ers and acquisitions, 
and venture capital law. 
He is a partner with 
K&L Gates in Raleigh, 
N.C.

CLOTHILDE “CHLOE” 

JACXSENS LONG died 
on May 29. She was 
born in Louvain, Bel-
gium, and immigrated 
to the United States 
in 1945, when she was 
3. She attended Bryn 
Mawr College for her 
undergraduate studies 
and then earned her 
master’s in anthropol-
ogy at the University 
of Rochester. Her long 
career as an attorney 
included a role in the 
Magistrate Judges Divi-
sion, Administrative Of-
fice of the U.S. Courts. 
She retired in 2009.

MARK E. SULLIVAN  
was a featured speaker 
in a continuing legal 
education program of 
the San Diego County 
Bar Association on the 
Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act this summer. 
Sullivan is the principal 
of Sullivan & Tanner in 
Raleigh, N.C., where he 
practices family law and 
is a retired Army Re-
serve JAG colonel.

ALLAN TANENBAUM 
was elected president 
and chair of the board of 
directors for the Ameri-1962

1963

1964

1965
1968

ROUHOULLAH “RUHI” K. RAMAZANI S.J.D. ’54, a University of 
Virginia professor emeritus of government and foreign af-
fairs who dedicated his life to UVA and to promoting political 
understanding of Iran-U.S. relations, died Oct. 5 in Charlottes-
ville. He was 88.

Ramazani was the second person to earn a doctorate in the 
science of jurisprudence from UVA Law—and the first in inter-
national relations and international law.

Ramazani escaped a politically dangerous Iran in 1952, earned 
his doctorate, then joined the Woodrow Wilson Department of 
Government and Foreign Affairs (later the Woodrow Wilson 
Department of Politics), serving on the faculty and teaching for 
more than 40 years, until 1998. 

He advised American presidents, including President Jimmy 
Carter during the Iranian Revolution and American hostage 
crisis in 1979, and continued to publish and lecture on interna-
tional relations and the Middle East, especially Iran, until a few 
years ago. The media came to refer to Ramazani as the “dean of 
Iranian foreign policy studies in the United States.”

“Ruhi Ramazani was a brilliant, learned scholar, but more 
importantly, a warm and thoughtful human being, always 
ready to help colleagues, students or national leaders who 
sought his advice,” said Professor Emeritus David Martin, 
an international legal expert who served in the State Depart-
ment’s fledgling human rights bureau under President Carter, 
among other government roles. “He was proud of his degree 
from the Law School, and he valued his ongoing connections 
here. His wise counsel, in so many arenas, will be missed by all 
who knew him.”

Born in Tehran in 1928, Ramazani was in law school there 

when political turmoil swept the country after World War II, 
and he feared for his life. He and his new wife, Nesta, made their 
way to the University of Georgia, where he prepared to advance 
his legal studies. His professors there recommended he transfer 
to UVA to pursue his studies in international law.

A year before he finished his doctorate, Ramazani taught the 
first course UVA offered on Middle Eastern politics. He was 
hired full-time after he finished his S.J.D.

Between his classes in international law and U.S. foreign 
policy, he taught some 8,000 students.

“Ruhi was the first—and for a long time, the only—person who 
taught anything about the Middle East in the politics depart-
ment,” William B. Quandt, professor emeritus of politics, said. 
“But for years and years, he had a large number of students tak-
ing a series of courses on the region, at a time when most univer-
sities didn’t have anybody teaching this.”

The author of more than 100 articles and 10 books, Rama-
zani’s last volume was a collection of previously published ar-
ticles and book chapters released in the fall of 2013. He published 
his last op-ed in January on the international and U.S. nuclear 
agreement with Iran, writing that it could lead to better rela-
tions.

The University recognized Ramazani’s many contributions 
with the creation of a chair in his name, his election to two en-
dowed chairs, a Distinguished Professor Award and the Thomas 
Jefferson Award in 1994. His son, UVA English professor R. 
Jahan Ramazani, received the Thomas Jefferson Award in 2011. 
They are the first father and son to each have won the award.

—Anne E. Bromley and Eric Williamson

IN MEMORIAM: 
RENOWNED IRAN SCHOLAR RUHI RAMAZANI S.J.D. ’54

1966

MICHAEL BROMLEY ’70, U.S. Sen. ANGUS KING ’69 and BILL 
HOBSON ’69 came together for their 50th undergraduate reunion 
at Dartmouth, from which they graduated in 1966. Bromley 
graduated a year later from the Law School than classmates King 
and Hobson, as his foreign study fellowship was interrupted by the 
draft board. “I believe we all feel privileged to have attended and 
graduated from two such wonderful institutions and feel a kinship 
as a result of our shared experiences,” Bromley writes.

1969
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can Bar Association 
Retirement Funds. He 
has served on the board 
for seven years, most 
recently as vice presi-
dent and chair of the 
investment committee. 
He is also a member of 
the ABA Standing Com-
mittee on Audit. Tanen-
baum is of counsel to 
the corporate and busi-
ness practice group 
with Taylor English 
Duma in Atlanta, where 
he advises clients in 
financing, mergers and 
acquisitions, compli-
ance and corporate 
governance matters. 

HOWARD E. GORDON 

is listed in Chambers 
USA 2016 and Virginia 
Super Lawyers 2016 
in real estate law and 
Best Lawyers 2016 in 
land use and zoning 
law. Gordon is a partner 
with Williams Mullen 
in Norfolk, where he 
focuses his practice on 
commercial and multi-
family real estate, com-
mercial leases, ground 
leases, land use plan-
ning and permits, and 
pass-through entities.

GEORGE HOUSE is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016 in environmental 
law. He is with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard 
in Greensboro, N.C.

BILL JONES retired 
from the practice of law 
and closed the doors on 
his solo practice in 
April. After spending 
the first seven years of 
his practice with the 
Browder Russell firm, 
Jones hung his shingle 
as a solo practitioner in 
Richmond, Va., in 1979. 
Over the next 37 years 
of solo practice he rep-
resented small busi-
nesses, primarily in the 
purchase and sale of 
their assets. With sev-
eral months of retire-
ment under his belt, 
Jones spends most of his 
time on Windmill Point 
on the Chesapeake Bay, 
cruising the waters on 

his boat and “slaying” 
fish. 

ROBERT S. MUELLER III 
received the American 
Bar Association’s Morris 
I. Liebman Award in 
Law and National Secu-
rity in May. Mueller is 
former director of the 
FBI and is widely cred-
ited with transforming 
the organization from a 
law enforcement agency 
to an intelligence-based 
national security orga-
nization following the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001. In October he 
received the Sylvanus 
Thayer Award from the 
West Point Association 
of Graduates. That 
award is given to a U.S. 
citizen whose service 
and accomplishments in 
the national interest 
embody the West Point 
motto, “Duty, Honor, 
Country.” Mueller 
served in the Marines, 
attended the Army’s 
Ranger and Airborne 
schools, and led a rifle 
platoon in Vietnam 
before attending law 
school. Today he is a 
partner at Wilmer 
Cutler Pickering Hale 
and Dorr in Washing-
ton, D.C.

FREDRICK R. TULLEY is 
listed as a leader in his 
field in commercial 
litigation in Chambers 
USA 2016. Tulley is a 
partner with Taylor, 
Porter, Brooks & Phil-
lips in Baton Rouge, La. 

RALPH BAXTER was the 
subject of a May feature 
story and podcast on 
Above the Law about 
becoming an agent of 
change within your 

1972

1973
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MAKING THE CASE FOR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE 
IN HER 19 YEARS as general counsel at the American Psychological Association in 
Washington, D.C., NATHALIE GILFOYLE ’74 played a role in some of the most important 
legal decisions of our time through submitting amicus curiae briefs presenting 
social science research to the courts.

Gilfoyle first delved into psychological science and legal matters in law school. “I 
had the great good fortune to work for Professor RICHARD BONNIE ’69 as a research 
assistant,” she said, “and in that capacity gained exposure to issues at the intersec-
tion of law and psychology.” 

The first half of her career was spent as a litigator at a large law firm, but her 
interest in psychology never waned, and she developed a specialty in the use of 
psychological experts in civil litigation. Gilfoyle came to the APA in 1996 as deputy 

general counsel and rose to 
general counsel in 2001. 

“Perhaps the main chal-
lenge of presenting briefs 
based on psychological sci-
ence is that social science 
research often favors what 
is perceived as the liberal 
position, and some see APA’s 
briefs as advocacy briefs,” 
Gilfoyle said, “In reality, on 
reading them you see that 
they are scholarly pieces that 
are, if anything, a bit dry. Our 
goal has been to present the 
research fairly and objective-
ly, and for that reason I think 
we have achieved credibility.” 

In some cases, such as 
Perry v. New Hampshire, 
regarding the unreliability 
of eyewitness testimony, 
APA’s briefs have been cited 
by both the majority and the 
dissent.

Gilfoyle has gained a 
reputation for writing well-
researched, even-handed 
briefs that strengthened 

APA’s position as a reliable source of guidance for the courts. In the past two de-
cades, she has filed 90 amicus briefs on behalf of the APA involving a wide range of 
topics such as false confessions, marriage equality, affirmative action, and the death 
penalty for juveniles and people with intellectual disabilities. 

During Gilfoyle’s tenure, the APA’s briefs have been cited in 21 Supreme Court 
decisions and 18 lower federal and state supreme courts. The most recent Supreme 
Court decisions include Perry v. New Hampshire, on the unreliability of eyewit-
ness testimony; Hall v. Florida, on why a death-row inmate might be ineligible for 
execution because of intellectual disability; and Obergefell v. Hodges, which said the 
Constitution guarantees same-sex couples’ fundamental right to marry. The APA 
presented evidence that lesbians and gay men have stable, committed relationships 
and are as capable as heterosexual couples in raising emotionally healthy children.

Gilfoyle retired in June with a long list of interests to pursue. “My list of topics 
unrelated to law is very long,” she said. “But I do hope to continue my personal 
interest in law and psychology through ongoing support for interdisciplinary pro-
grams at the Law School.” 

In 2014 she established the Nathalie Gilfoyle Fund for Law and Psychology, 
which is designed to give students exposure to the impact of social science research 
on important public law issues by creating opportunities for them to work and 
study closely with professors and researchers, with the possibility that they will 
find a focus as rewarding as her own has been. 

—Rebecca Barns

firm. As the former 
chairman and CEO 
of Orrick, Baxter led 
the California firm’s 
expansion into a global 
presence. He advises 
on improving the legal 
system through new 
business models and 
is a senior adviser to 
Thomson Reuters Legal 
and chairman of the 
advisory board of the 
Thomson Reuters Legal 
Executive Institute.

PAUL S. BLILEY JR. is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016 in bankruptcy/
restructuring law, in 
Virginia Super Lawyers 
2016 in creditor debtor 
rights, and in Best Law-
yers 2016 in bankruptcy 
and creditor-debtor 
rights (insolvency) and 
reorganization law; 
banking and finance 
litigation; and bank-
ruptcy litigation. He is a 
partner with Williams 
Mullen in Richmond.

SARAH E. HALL is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 in 
land use and zoning law. 
She is senior counsel with 
Blankingship & Keith in 
Fairfax, Va., where she 
has a broad-based com-
mercial real estate prac-
tice with an emphasis on 
land use, rezoning and 
development.

JOHN A.C. KEITH is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in bet-the-compa-
ny litigation, commer-
cial litigation, legal 
malpractice law (defen-
dants), litigation (trusts 
and estates), and trusts 
and estates. He is a 
principal and co-found-
er of Blankingship & 
Keith in Fairfax, Va.

W. STUART DORNETTE 
has been named lawyer 
of the year in Best Law-

yers 2017 in municipal 
litigation. He is also 
listed in Ohio Super 
Lawyers 2016 in busi-
ness litigation. He is a 
partner in the litigation 
practice group with 
Taft Stettinius & Hol-
lister in Cincinnati. 

JULIAN D. BOBBITT JR. 

is listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in health care law. 
He is the lead author 
of “The Texas Physi-
cian’s Accountable Care 
Guide,” published by 
the Texas Medical As-
sociation in April. He is 
of counsel with Smith 
Anderson in Raleigh, 
N.C., where he focuses 
his practice on provid-
ing strategic general 
counsel and regulatory 
guidance for health care 
organizations through-
out the U.S.

MARGARET ANN 

BROWN, a partner in 
the finance section of 
Troutman Sanders in 
Tysons Corner, Va., 
is delighted to report 
that her daughter, 
MARGARET BIRKEL, 
just completed a 
“terrific” first year 
in the class of 2018, 
and that PAUL 

STEPHAN ’77 was her 
property professor.

Justice DENNIS J. 

CURRAN of the Mas-
sachusetts Superior 
Court was honored 
by the 1,000-member 
Massachusetts Acad-
emy of Trial Attorneys 
when he received its 
President’s Award for 
Judicial Excellence 
for his “deep commit-
ment and belief in the 
civil justice system, his 
many contributions to 
society, and his contin-
ued dedication to the 
law.” As a trial judge, 
Curran has presided 
over 415 civil and 
criminal trials. 

In October, Curran 
authored an article, 
“Abraham Lincoln: 
A Model for Today’s 
Trial Lawyer,” which 
appeared in the 
Massachusetts Law 
Review.

JAMES S. GILMORE III 
ran for president of the 
United States in 2016.

1975
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GROWING
THE CLIFTON INN 
EXPERIENCE
FOR THREE DECADES, fortunate Law alumni have shared in 
the experience of dining or staying at the historic 
Clifton Inn, a bucolic Charlottesville country inn once 
home to Thomas Mann Randolph, former governor of 
Virginia and son-in-law to Thomas Jefferson. Perhaps 
few know that when MITCH WILLEY ’76 purchased the 
manor house and its 100 acres of stunning Albemarle 
beauty in 1983, it was virtually uninhabitable. 

After 20 years of practicing international law, Willey 
channeled his passion for business, law and travel into a 
second career in which he has mastered the art of pur-
chasing properties with unrealized potential and trans-
forming them into premier destinations. In some cases 
he maintains ownership, and in others he sells or leases 
the properties through his luxury vacation rental busi-
ness, Time & Place. The service pairs more than 1,000 
villa-style rentals in 70 locales throughout 16 countries 
with the ultimate in concierge services.

Willey is now turning to his next venture, the Culi-
nary Cottages at Clifton, which will extend the Clifton 
experience to residents of a development on the prop-
erty’s private 18-acre lake. 

The project will feature 11 lakefront cottages offered 
as maintenance-free second homes to be fully serviced 
by the inn staff. Homeowners will have the opportunity 
to be part of Clifton’s culinary and vineyard club, and 
when not in residence will have the option to rent their 
homes through the inn.

“The sharing economy ushered in a massive transfor-
mation, particularly in the travel industry,” Willey said. 
As with Time & Place, those who opt in to the Culinary 
Cottages at Clifton will take part in that experience 
while enjoying fine amenities and standards. 

—Denise Forster

CHIEF JUSTICE DONALD W. LEMONS ’76, right, of the Supreme 
Court of Virginia received the Virginia State Bar’s 2016 William 
R. Rakes Leadership in Education Award in recognition of his 
longstanding efforts in the field of legal education in the state and 
nationally. The award is named for its inaugural recipient, WILLIAM 
R. RAKES ’63, left, a partner with Gentry Locke in Roanoke, and 
was presented to Lemons at a ceremony and reception at the state 
bar annual meeting in Virginia Beach on June 17. 
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of Fame for business 
law. He is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2016 in cor-
porate law, securities/
capital markets law 
and tax law and was 
named Greensboro 
Lawyer of the Year 
2016 in mergers and 
acquisitions law.

WILLIAM S. FISH was 
named Lawyer of the 
Year in bankruptcy liti-
gation in Best Lawyers 
2017—for the fourth 
time. Fish is also listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 
in bet-the-company, 
First Amendment law 
and bankruptcy litiga-
tion. He is a partner 
with Hinckley Allen in 
Hartford, Conn.

 

ROGER P. FUREY has 
been named chairman 
of Katten Muchin 
Rosenman. He joined 
Katten in 2001, most 
recently serving as 
managing partner of 
the Washington, D.C., 
office and member of 
the executive commit-
tee, the compensation 
committee and the 
board of directors. In 
addition to Furey’s 
leadership roles, his 
practice focuses on 
intellectual property 
law. He will remain in 
the D.C. office.

DON K. HAYCRAFT is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in admiralty 
and maritime law, 
environmental law, 
and environmental 
litigation. He is a 
shareholder with 
Liskow & Lewis in New 
Orleans.

JEFFREY E. OLEYNIK 

is listed in Chambers 
USA 2016 for antitrust 
and litigation: general 
commercial law. He is 
a partner with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard 
in Greensboro, N.C.

JOHN OSBORN joined 
Hogan Lovells as 
a senior adviser in 
Washington, D.C. His 
practice focuses on 
working with life sci-
ences and health care 
clients. Osborn has 
reconnected at Hogan 
with classmate STEVE 

HOLLMAN, and co-
teaches a short course 
at the Law School 
(with five other Hogan 
Lovells attorneys/
UVA Law alumni) on 
the legal and business 
aspects of represent-
ing emerging-growth 
companies. He also 
lectures at the Uni-
versities of Michigan 
and Washington, is a 
board member of sev-
eral public and private 
health care companies, 
and writes occasion-
ally for Forbes.com.

STEVEN W. SLOAN is 
listed in Texas Super 
Lawyers 2016 in em-
ployment and labor 
and Best Lawyers 2017 
in employment law/
management and labor 
law/management. He 
is of counsel with 
Thompson & Knight in 
Dallas and focuses his 
practice on represent-
ing management in 
litigation regarding 
equal employment 
opportunity statutes, 
employee benefits, 
ERISA, and other 
labor and employment 
laws. 

THOMAS BYRNE is 
general counsel of Dif-
fusion Pharmaceuti-
cals Inc., a biotechnol-
ogy company focused 
on the development of 
small molecule thera-
peutics for cancer. He 
previously served on 
the board of directors. 
He will continue to 
oversee the company’s 
intellectual property 
strategy, which he has 
directed since Dif-
fusion was founded 
in Charlottesville in 
2001.

JOHN B. LYNCH JR. 
received a mentor of 
the year award for his 
guidance, support and 
encouragement of fellow 
lawyers from Robinson + 
Cole in Hartford, Conn., 
where he is a partner 
and financial adviser 
to the managing com-
mittee and a practicing 
member of the business 
transactions and finance 
practice groups.

JOHN RAGOSTA’S third 
book, “Patrick Henry: 
Proclaiming a Revolu-
tion,” was published 
by Routledge Press in 
August. While not re-
searching and writing as 
a fellow at the Virginia 
Foundation for the Hu-
manities, he is a visiting 
assistant professor of 
history at Randolph Col-
lege in Lynchburg for the 
2016-17 academic year.

DAVID M. ROSENBERG 
is listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in nonprofit/chari-
ties law and tax law. He 
is a partner with Thomp-
son & Knight in Dallas 
and focuses his practice 
on federal, state and local 
taxation of corporations, 
partnerships, individuals 
and nonprofit organiza-
tions.

 

1985

PAUL A. LOMBARDO was 
chosen by the Georgia 
Board of Regents as a 
Regents Professor—the 
highest academic ap-
pointment in the state’s 
university system. 
Lombardo holds the 
Bobby Lee Cook Chair 

1984

BARRY R. KOGUT is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016, Upstate New York 
Super Lawyers 2016 and 
in Best Lawyers 2017 in 
environmental law. He 
is a member with Bond, 
Schoeneck & King in 
Syracuse, N.Y., where he 
focuses his practice on 
federal and state regula-
tory compliance and 
enforcement matters.

1978

RICHARD D. KIRK is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in intellectual 
property litigation and 
administrative/
regulatory law and in 
Chambers USA 2016 in 
intellectual property, 
and has been so recog-
nized every year since 
2006. He is a director at 
Bayard in Wilmington, 
Del., where he focuses 
on general business 
litigation, intellec-
tual property litigation, 
administrative law and 
alternative dispute reso-
lution.

HAL K. LITCHFORD is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in antitrust law, 
appellate practice, bet-
the-company litigation, 
commercial litigation, 
and antitrust litigation. 
He was also named 
Orlando Best Lawyers 
2017 appellate practice 
Lawyer of the Year. He 
is a shareholder with 
Baker Donelson.

BLAKE D. MORANT, dean 
of George Washington 
University Law School 
and Robert Kramer 

Research Professor of 
Law, served as president 
of the Association of 
American Law Schools 
in 2015. Morant deliv-
ered the Rabinowitz 
Distinguished Lecture, 
“Challenges Facing the 
Legal Profession and 
Legal Education: Per-
spectives from the USA 
and Their Relevance 
for South Africa,” at 
the University of Cape 
Town in August.

LINDA E. ROMANO is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in corporate law. 
Romano is of counsel 
with Bond Schoeneck & 
King in Utica, N.Y., 
where she focuses her 
practice on matters 
concerning business law 
and public finance. 

ROB BURTON joined 
Crowell & Moring as 
partner in the govern-
ment contracts group 
in Washington, D.C. 
Burton will take a sig-
nificant role in expand-
ing Crowell & Moring’s 
government affairs 
capabilities and working 
with clients on acquisi-
tion reform legislation 
and regulatory changes. 
He was previously a 
partner with Venable. 

J. PETER BYRNE was 
appointed the John 
Hampton Baumgartner, 
Jr. Chair in Real Prop-
erty Law at Georgetown 
University Law School. 
He teaches courses 
on property, land use 
and historic preserva-
tion, and is the faculty 
director of the school’s 
Environmental Law and 
Policy Program and the 
Georgetown Climate 
Center.

PETER S. EVERETT is 
listed in Best Lawyers 

2017 in personal injury 
litigation (plaintiffs). 
He is a principal with 
Blankingship & Keith in 
Fairfax, Va.

DENNIS KELLY is co-
founder and chief strat-
egy and legal officer for 
Island Telecom, a next-
generation data com-
munications wireless 
service provider fo-
cused on the Caribbean 
and small island states. 
He is also founder of 
Emergency Responder 
Info Net, a next-genera-
tion data communica-
tions wireless service 
provider focused on the 
“Internet of Things” 
needs of the U.S. emer-
gency services sector.

ANNE KLEINDIENST is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016 in health care law 
and in Best Lawyers 
2017 in corporate law 
and franchise law. She is 
a shareholder with 
Polsinelli in Phoenix. 

PATRICIA R. HATLER 
joined Squire Patton 
Boggs as of counsel in 
the financial services 
practice in Columbus, 
Ohio, where she con-
centrates her work on 
transactional, litigation, 
regulatory compliance 
and corporate gover-
nance matters. She was 
previously with Nation-
wide Mutual Insurance.

RICHARD J. POCKER 
has been elected vice 
president of the State 
Bar of Nevada’s Board 
of Governors. Pocker 
is the administrative 
partner for Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner in 
Las Vegas, where he 
concentrates his prac-
tice on civil and crimi-
nal litigation, as well 
as employment law.

PAUL B. TERPAK is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 
in eminent domain 
and condemnation law. 
He is a principal with 
Blankingship & Keith in 
Fairfax, Va.

STEVEN W. USDIN is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016 in commercial liti-
gation and is Best Law-
yers 2016 Lawyer of the 
Year in New Orleans for 
insurance litigation. He 
is a founding member of 
Barrasso Usdin Kupper-
man Freeman & Sarver, 
and concentrates his 
practice on commercial 
litigation.

BARBARA A. YOUNG is 
listed in Chambers USA 
2016 in corporate law, 
and mergers and acqui-
sitions. She is a partner 
with Verrill Dana in 
Westport, Conn. 

STANLEY K. JOYNES III 
serves as chief execu-
tive officer of Valley 
Road Vineyards, a farm 
winery in Albemarle 
County that celebrated 
its grand opening in 
August. The ownership 
group includes ROBERT 

L. EDWARDS ’83.

C. STEVEN MASON is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in real estate law. 
He is a partner with 
Smith Anderson in 
Raleigh, N.C., where 
he focuses his practice 
on matters involving 
commercial real estate, 
lending transactions 
and corporate law.

JOHN L. RIVKIN is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 in 
insurance law. He is a 
partner at Rivkin Radler 
in Uniondale, N.Y.

WILLIAM B. BAKER was 
elected vice chair of the 
American Bar Associa-
tion’s Section of Science 
and Technology Law at 
the August ABA meet-
ing. He is a partner with 

the Potomac Law Group 
in Washington, D.C., 
where he focuses his 
practice on postal, pri-
vacy and data security, 
consumer marketing 
and communications 
law.

GEORGE C. FREEMAN III 
is listed in Chambers 
USA 2016 in securi-
ties litigation and is 
New Orleans Lawyer 
of the Year for 2016 in 
Best Lawyers. He is a 
founding member and 
managing partner with 
Barrasso Usdin Kupper-
man Freeman & Sarver, 
focusing mainly on 
securities litigation and 
enforcement.

MARK HILEMAN joined 
the Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation 
as general counsel in 
June. He and his family 
moved to Williamsburg 
from Boston, where he 
previously served as 
general counsel of the 
Boston Globe.

TERENCE J. THUM is 
counsel with Bryan 
Cave in Kansas City, 
Mo., where he focuses 
his practice on complex 
business litigation. He 
writes that his son, 
Teddy, is a classmate at 
Yale with Eliot Lev-
more, son of the former 
Law School professor 
Saul Levmore. 

JOHN W. AUCHINCLOSS 
has been named vice 
president, general 
counsel of the Financial 
Accounting Founda-
tion based in Norwalk, 
Conn. He will lead 
FAF’s legal and compli-
ance functions and will 
give legal advice and 
guidance to the foun-
dation, the Financial 
Accounting Standards 
Board, and the Gov-
ernmental Account-
ing Standards Board. 
Auchincloss previ-
ously served as general 
counsel and secretary 
for Commonfund, a 
nonprofit asset manage-
ment firm.

WADE BALLOU was 
appointed the ninth 
legislative counsel of the 
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives on July 1. He has 
practiced in many areas 
of federal law during his 
33 years with the Office 
of the Legislative Coun-
sel, including the past 
12 years as the senior 
tax attorney. He lives in 
Falls Church, Va., with 
his wife, Teri.

JEFF BLOUNT still lives 
in Hong Kong. After an 
enjoyable 30-year law 
career with Fulbright 
& Jaworski (now Nor-
ton Rose Fulbright), 
including 20 years as 
head of the firm’s prac-
tice in Asia, Blount left 
the firm in early 2015 to 
become chief executive 
officer of Asian real 
estate developer and 
former client, H&Co 
Real Estate Holdings. 
The company’s main 
geographic focus is 
currently Myanmar, 
where it is developing 
shopping centers, ho-
tels, resorts and indus-
trial projects. Blount 
and his wife, Debbie, 
maintain UVA con-
nections through their 
two daughters, both of 
whom are now UVA 
undergraduates.

MARK DAVIDSON 

presented a workshop 
titled “Advising Cli-
ents Regarding U.S. 
Market Entry: Over-
view of Legal, Tax and 
Dispute Resolution 
Issues” at Geneva 
Group International’s 
European Regional 
Conference in War-
saw, Poland, in April.

Davidson is a 
partner with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard 
in Greensboro, N.C., 
where he plans, nego-
tiates and documents 
a variety of business 
transactions. He is 
listed in Chambers 
USA 2016 in corpo-
rate/mergers and 
acquisitions, in North 
Carolina Super Law-
yers 2016 in business/
corporate law, and 
Business North Caro-
lina’s Legal Elite Hall 
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IN MEMORIAM: 
NOVELIST, LAWYER, 
MILITARY EXPERT 
JAMES HUSTON ’84
JAMES W. HUSTON ’84, who died in April at the age of 62, 
was the author of nine best-selling thrillers. His accom-
plished writing career was informed by his wide-ranging 
interests and education. In addition to practicing law, he 
was a scholar of World War II and flew F-14 fighter jets 
with the U.S. Navy, where he graduated from the “Top 
Gun” training program. He left active duty to attend the 
Law School, but continued to serve in the Navy Reserve.

He began his law career with Gray, Cary, Ames & 
Frye as a civil trial lawyer in San Diego. When his 
firm merged with Ware & Freidenrich in 1994, he was 
named national chair of the tort and product liability 
practice. In 2004 he joined Morrison & Foerster, where 
he was chair of the trial practice group. He enjoyed be-
ing a mentor to young lawyers and frequently published 
and spoke about aviation, pharmaceutical product liti-
gation and trial practice.

When Huston first tried his hand at fiction, he re-
ceived hundreds of rejection letters, but kept writing, 
almost every night, until “Balance of Power” was pub-
lished. That novel delivered a combination of political, 
legal and military intrigue that set the path for the suc-
cessful books that would follow. His second book, “The 
Price of Power,” was a New York Times best-seller. 
Despite the fact that he was diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma while writing his third novel, he powered on, 
writing five more titles in five years. His final novel was 
published last year. 

Huston had a budding career in television as well. He 
appeared as a commentator for 36 episodes of shows on 
the Military Channel and the Science Channel, and CBS 
bought his idea for a series on crash investigations.

—Rebecca Barns
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in the College of Law at 
Georgia State University 
in Atlanta.

 

1986
RANDOLPH A. BEALES 
has served on the Court 
of Appeals of Virginia for 
10 years, and writes that 
he really enjoys being an 
appellate judge. “My wife, 
Julie, a physician, and I 
have five children—two 
sons and three daughters. 
One is in high school, two 
are in middle school and 
the twins are in the third 
grade.”

BILL EIGNER has been 
listed in Best of the Bar 
2016 in the San Diego 
Business Journal for 
corporate transactional 
law and mergers and 
acquisitions. This is the 
ninth consecutive year he 
has been so honored. 
Eigner is a partner with 
Procopio, Cory, Harg-
reaves & Savitch.

RICHARD P. ROBERTS 
has been elected to the 
Eastern States Exposition 
Board of Corporators, 
which is comprised of 
civic, business and agri-
cultural leaders from six 
New England states. The 
Eastern States Exposition 
is a nonprofit educational 
institution focused on 
the development and 
promotion of industry, 
agriculture and family 
entertainment. Roberts is 
a partner with Halloran & 
Sage in Hartford, Conn., 
concentrating on transac-
tional matters relating to 
real estate, land use and 
business law.

ELIZABETH J. STEWART 
received the 2016 Profes-
sional Excellence Award 
from the Connecticut 
Law Tribune. Stewart is 
a partner with Murtha 
Cullina in New Haven, 
where she is chair of the 

complex litigation prac-
tice group and a member 
of the insurance recovery 
and appellate practice 
groups.

 

1987
MATTHEW BRENNAN has 
co-founded Virginia 
Lawyer Formed Busi-
nesses, a law firm that 
forms and documents 
corporations and limited 
liability companies over 
the internet.

JOHN COBURN, vice pres-
ident, corporate secretary 
and global governance 
counsel for Nike Inc. 
announced he will retire 
at the end of 2016 after 25 
years with the company. 
His wife, Carol, who is 
also a long-time executive 
at Nike, is retiring as well. 
When not traveling, they 
plan to continue living in 
the Portland, Ore., area.

CALVIN W. “WOODY” 

FOWLER JR. is listed in 
Chambers USA 2016 in 
litigation: general com-
mercial, in Virginia Super 
Lawyers 2016 in business 
litigation, and in Best 
Lawyers 2016 in com-
mercial litigation, bank-
ing and finance litigation, 
and mergers and acquisi-
tions litigation. Fowler is 
chairman of the board, 
president and CEO, and 
partner with Williams 
Mullen in Richmond.

JOHN GIBSON was named 
vice president, content 
and strategic communi-
cations at Fannie Mae, 
where he has worked for 
13 years. Gibson lives in 
Washington, D.C., with 
his wife, Karen Olick, and 
family.

TIMOTHY S. GOETTEL is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in corporate law 
and mergers and acquisi-
tions law. He is a partner 
with Smith Anderson in 
Raleigh, N.C., where he 
handles complex acquisi-
tions and divestitures, 
advises clients on corpo-
rate governance, and rep-
resents issuers in public 
and private offering and 
financing transactions.

DAVID A. SKEEL JR. has 
been appointed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama to the 
Financial Oversight and 
Management Board for 
Puerto Rico. The board 
was established by the 
bipartisan Puerto Rico 
Oversight, Management, 
and Economic Stability 
Act signed into law in 
June to address Puerto 
Rico’s economic crisis. 
Skeel is the S. Samuel 
Arsht Professor of Cor-
porate Law at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Law 
School.

RANDY TINSLEY is listed 
in Chambers USA 2016 
for environmental law. 
He is a partner with 
Brooks Pierce, McLen-
don, Humphrey & Leon-
ard in Greensboro, N.C.

JAMES L. WEINBERG 
has been named among 
the 2016 “Leaders in the 
Law” by Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly. He is listed in 
Virginia Super Lawyers 
2016 in mergers and 
acquisitions and in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in gaming 
law, securities/capital 
markets law and mergers 
and acquisitions law. He 
is president of Hirschler 
Fleischer in Richmond 
and concentrates his 
practice on security mat-
ters, merger and acquisi-
tion transactions, capital 
funding for middle-
market businesses and 
legal advice for closely 
held entities.

BENJAMIN G. CHEW was 
inducted into the Amer-

1988

ican College of Trial 
Lawyers in September. 
He is a partner in the 
litigation practice of 
Manatt, Phelps & Phil-
lips in Washington, D.C., 
where he handles com-
mercial disputes, includ-
ing class actions, and 
counsels businesses, 
trade associations and 
foreign governments on 
a wide range of issues.

JOHN M. COOPER is 
listed in Virginia Su-
per Lawyers 2016 in 
personal injury law, a 
recognition he has re-
ceived every year since 
2010. He is a founding 
partner with Cooper 
Hurley Injury Lawyers 
in Norfolk.

DAVID GERBER writes 
about the life of his 
father, Joseph Gerber, 
an influential American 
inventor and business-
man, in “The Inventor’s 
Dilemma: The Remark-
able Life of H. Joseph 
Gerber.” A survivor of 
the Holocaust, Gerber 
immigrated to the U.S. 
in 1940. He founded 
the Gerber Scientific 
Instrument Company, 
which produced a num-
ber of groundbreaking 
inventions, including 
the first automated 
drafting machines, 
known today as CAD, 
and the first computer-
automated systems 
for printing/prepress. 
David Gerber handles 
legal, technical and 
business responsibilities 
for Gerber Scientific, 
which is headquartered 
in Tolland, Conn.

DAVID J. GOGAL is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 
in commercial litiga-
tion and professional 
malpractice law (defen-
dants). He is a principal 
with Blankingship & 
Keith in Fairfax, Va., 
where he focuses his 
practice on commercial 

litigation, employment 
law, real estate law, legal 
malpractice defense and 
appellate representation.

MICHAEL KUN and 
SUSAN STEVENS MUL-

LEN have co-authored 
the novel “We Are Still 
Tornadoes,” which tells 
through letters the story 
of best friends who took 
different paths after 
high school. Their col-
laborative work was 
published this fall by St. 
Martin’s Press.

MARIA LEONARD OL-

SEN co-hosts the “Inside 
Out” radio show on FM 
station WPFW. On Aug. 
23, her guest was Wash-
ington, D.C., Attorney 
General KARL RACINE 

’89, who discussed the 
D.C. statehood initia-
tive. This show and her 
others are archived 
at www.wpfwfm.org. 
Olsen also has written 
several books on diver-
sity issues and practices 
law as a contract at-
torney for two firms in 
Bethesda, Md. She lives 
in Fairhaven on the 
Chesapeake Bay.

COLLEEN M. QUINN is 
the 2016-17 president of 
the American Academy 
of Adoption Attorneys 
and of the American 
Academy of Assisted 
Reproductive Attor-
neys. She received the 
2015 Virginia State Bar 
Family Law Service 
Award, primarily for 
her novel advancements 
in the areas of assisted 
reproductive technolo-
gy, adoption and family 
formation law on behalf 
of LGBTQ families and 
single parents. Her 
Richmond firm, Locke 
& Quinn, was honored 
with the 2015 Litigator 
Awards by the Trial 
Lawyers Board of Re-
gents, and featured on 
CNN for their personal 
injury results, including 
a $3 million rape case 
settlement and a $1.3 
million wrongful death 
medical malpractice 
settlement. 

Quinn received the 
Richmond National 
Association of Women 
Business Owners 2016 

Entrepreneur of the 
Year Award in recogni-
tion of her formation 
of the Women’s Injury 
Law Center, the Adop-
tion & Surrogacy Law 
Center, and the Quinn 
internship program, 
and for her overall sup-
port of women in the 
law and in business.

STEVEN A. SNYDER 
was named a South 
Carolina Super 
Lawyer for 2015 and 
2016. He has repeat-
edly been named by 
Greenville Business 
Magazine to its annual 
list of Legal Elite of the 
Upstate: Greenville’s 
Top Attorneys, which 
is determined by peer 
recognition. He also 
has been named, again 
for 2016, to Columbia 
Living Magazine’s 
annual list of top 
attorneys in South 
Carolina, which is 
selected by peer recog-
nition and professional 
achievement. Snyder is 
a partner with Davis, 
Snyder, Williford & 
Lehn and specializes 
in representing physi-
cians, hospitals and 
other medical provid-
ers in medical mal-
practice litigation and 
risk management. He 
and his wife, Patty, live 
on a small farm (i.e., no 
crops or livestock) just 
outside of Greenville 
with their two sons 
and near their daugh-
ter and son-in-law.

ROSS D. TAYLOR joined 
Keating Muething & 
Klekamp as of counsel 
with the commercial 
finance and reorganiza-
tion group in Cincin-
nati. He focuses his 
practice on commercial 
lending, equipment 
leasing and structured 
finance transactions. 
Taylor was previously 
with Krieg DeVault in 
Chicago.

UVA LAW LEGACY 

AT THE AMERICAN  

ACADEMY 
OF PEDIATRICS
In July, WILLIAM M. MCDONNELL ’87, left, stepped down 
as chair of the American Academy of Pediatrics Com-
mittee on Medical Liability and Risk Management, 
handing leadership over to incoming chair JONATHAN M. 

FANAROFF ’94. 
McDonnell is chief of the Division of Pediatric Emer-

gency Medicine and associate professor of pediatrics at 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center. He is also 
clinical service chief of Pediatric Emergency Medicine 
and medical director of the Emergency Department at 
the Children’s Hospital & Medical Center in Omaha, Neb. 

He started his law career as a litigator with Steptoe 
& Johnson, but years later, through volunteer work in a 
hospital, became fascinated with medicine and entered 
medical school. 

“As I joined the medical world, I discovered that physi-
cians generally have very little understanding of health 
law and the legal system, and associated with that lack of 
knowledge is a great deal of fear,” he said. That discovery 
prompted him to work with the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, where he could educate physicians about the 
law and advocate for laws and policies that better serve 
patients and support the practice of medicine.

Fanaroff is a neonatologist and associate professor of 
pediatrics at Case Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine, director of the Rainbow Center for Pediatric 
Ethics, and co-director of the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at University Hospitals Rainbow Babies & Children’s 
Hospital in Cleveland. 

“The committee’s most important mission is to educate 
and advocate for children and the dedicated pediatri-
cians who care for those children,” Fanaroff said. “The 
health care system is in a period of rapid and tremendous 
change, and it’s important to monitor and advocate for 
laws at both the state and federal level that will benefit 
children.”

Beyond their shared advocacy and the fact that they 
have law degrees from the same school, the two alums 
have something else in common.

“Dr. McDonnell and I both had wonderful experiences 
at UVA Law,” Fanaroff said. “The chair passing from one 
UVA Law alum to another reflects not only the high qual-
ity of the legal education we received, but also the colle-
gial atmosphere in which we received it.”

—Rebecca Barns

FIGHTING FOR 

VETERANS’ RIGHTS
STEVE RABER ’85, left, AND LIAM MONTGOMERY ’08 of Williams 
& Connolly in Washington, D.C., are working on a 
pro bono lawsuit with John Chandler and Beth Tanis 
of King & Spalding in Atlanta to compel the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs to speed up decisions 
on appeals of disability claims. The case is part of an 
initiative of the American College of Trial Lawyers.

“A veteran whose disability benefits are denied by 
the VA waits, on average, 1,448 days for the Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals to rule,” co-lead counsel Raber said. 
“In the meantime, 20 veterans commit suicide in the 
United States every day. Thousands die before their 
appeals are decided.”

The legal team filed a mandamus petition to ask the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims to hold that 
the delay in processing appeals violates the due process 
clause of the Fifth Amendment and the secretary’s 
statutory duties.

“We filed the mandamus petition because the 
political branches of our government have failed their 
mission,” Raber said. “Two federal appellate courts have 
held that the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims 
has jurisdiction to review the constitutional question 
of whether a four-year delay in processing appeals is a 
violation of due process.”

 The harm done by the delay is compounded by the 
fact that the VA’s error rate is very high, he said. More 
than 75 percent of its initial decisions that are appealed 
are reversed or remanded. 

Montgomery is the lead associate working on the 
case. “He deserves great credit for his tenacity and 
creativity in this effort,” Raber said. 

Montgomery is a veteran of the Navy who has friends 
and clients “stuck in the morass” of the VA system, he said. 

“It means a lot to me to be part of this case,” 
Montgomery said. “It is among our country’s most 
solemn obligations to ensure we take care of veterans, 
in part by deciding their claims for disability benefits 
efficiently, accurately and expeditiously.” 

—Rebecca Barns



CLASS NOTES

88   UVA LAWYER  FALL 2016  FALL 2016  UVA LAWYER   89

CLASS NOTES

JOE WEIKEL retired from 
his practice in 2014 and 
last year became a fund-
raiser for Carroll Hospital 
Foundation, part of 
LifeBridge Health, in 
Westminster, Md. His 
areas of responsibility 
include major gifts and 
planned giving. 

PRESTON BURTON joined 
BuckleySandler 
as partner in the firm’s 
white-collar defense 
practice in Washington, 
D.C. Burton has an ex-
tensive criminal law 
background as both a 
defense attorney and 
federal prosecutor, repre-
senting corporate and 
individual clients in com-
plex federal white-collar 
criminal cases, govern-
ment and civil proceed-
ings, and internal investi-
gations. He was previ-
ously with Poe & Burton.

ARTHUR V. LAMBERT 
is listed in Texas Super 
Lawyers 2016 for the 11th 
consecutive year. He is a 
partner with Fisher Phil-
lips in Dallas and focuses 
his practice on labor and 
employment litigation.

SCOTT TILLEY, general 
counsel of STIHL Inc., 
was elected to serve a 
two-year term (2016-17) 
as chairman of the Vir-
ginia Manufacturers 
Association. 

CURTIS P. BOUNDS is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in family law and 
was named Best Lawyers 
2017 Wilmington, Del., 
family law Lawyer of the 
Year. He is a director and 
head of the family law 
practice at Bayard.

TREVOR J. CHAPLICK 
joined Greenberg 
Traurig as a shareholder 
in the corporate and 
securities practice in 
Washington, D.C. He 
concentrates his prac-
tice on representing 
technology and growth 
companies, underwrit-
ers, private equity firms 
and venture capital 
funds in corporate and 
transactional matters, 
including mergers and 
acquisitions, financings, 
public offerings, and 
general corporate and 
securities law matters. 
Chaplick was previously 
a partner with Pros-
kauer Rose.

RICHARD E. SARVER 

LL.M. is listed in 
Chambers USA 2016 in 
litigation: general com-
mercial. He was also 
named a 2016 leading 
lawyer in Lawdragon 
500. He is a member 
with Barrasso Usdin 
Kupperman Freeman & 
Sarver in New Orleans 
and focuses his practice 
on complex litigation, 
particularly environ-
mental, product liability 
and toxic tort cases.

RUSSELL S. SAYRE was 
named Lawyer of the 
Year in Best Lawyers 
2017 in appellate prac-
tice. He is also listed in 
Ohio Super Lawyers 
2016 in business litiga-
tion. He is chair of the 
litigation department 
and a partner with Taft 
Stettinius & Hollister in 
Cincinnati.

LISA ORMAND TAYLOR 
joined McGuireWoods 
as a corporate partner 
in Jacksonville, Fla., 
returning to the firm 
after 13 years as a senior 
legal executive with 
two leading interna-
tional transportation 
and logistics companies. 
Most recently she was 
vice president and as-

1989

1990

sistant general counsel 
with XPO Logistics Inc.

JEREMIAH DEBERRY 
has received the 2016 
Diversity Leader Award 
given by the Profiles in 
Diversity Journal for his 
leadership role in re-
cruiting, hiring, devel-
oping and promoting 
diverse lawyers at May-
er Brown. He was pro-
filed in the 2016 Diver-
sity Leader issue, in 
which he was recog-
nized as a trailblazer in 
the legal profession, 
having spent the past 18 
years promoting diver-
sity in the legal field. 
“Over the years,” he 
notes in the profile, “I 
have witnessed a shift 
in focus from recruiting, 
to development and 
retention, to, most re-
cently, business devel-
opment and promotion.” 
DeBerry is Mayer 
Brown’s U.S. director of 
diversity and inclusion 
and is based in the New 
York office. 

SHARON DENNIS is co-
founder and executive 
director of a new D.C.-
based nonprofit orga-
nization called Eyes 
Wide Open Mentoring. 
The organization pairs 
trained volunteer men-
tors to work intensively 
with homeless students 
to open up opportuni-
ties for improved edu-
cational outcomes and 
career exploration.

DWIGHT M. FRANCIS is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in commercial liti-
gation. He is a partner 
in the litigation group 
with Gardere Wynne 
Sewell in Dallas, where 

he focuses on complex 
business litigation.

MAURICE A. JONES 
has been named chief 
executive officer of Lo-
cal Initiatives Support 
Corp., a nonprofit head-
quartered in New York 
City. The corporation 
invests in building and 
preserving affordable 
housing and supports 
projects in health, safety 
and job creation that 
help revitalize strug-
gling neighborhoods 
across the U.S. Jones 
previously served as 
Virginia’s secretary of 
commerce and trade.

In the spring, BERNIE 

LINK completed a mas-
ter’s of science in na-
tional resource strategy, 
with a specialization 
in shipbuilding, at the 
National Defense Uni-
versity’s Eisenhower 
School. Link is the 
deputy director of the 
Office of International 
Health and Biodefense 
at the Department of 
State.

MICHAEL WU, senior 
vice president, 
general counsel and 
secretary of Carter’s 
Inc., organized and 
moderated a general 
counsel panel at Emory 
University School of 
Law titled “Diversity 
Speaker Series.” The 
panelists included 
Raquel daFonseca, 
general counsel, 
GE Digital Energy; 
Reginald Hedgebeth, 
general counsel and 
chief ethics and 
compliance officer, 
Spectra Energy; CRAIG 

SILLIMAN ’94, executive 
vice president, public 
policy and general 
counsel, Verizon; 
and Lawrence Tu, 
senior executive vice 
president and chief 
legal officer, CBS Corp. 

1991

1992

DRIVING 
AMBITION 

ROMAN LIFSON ’92 has been fascinated by 
cars as long as he can remember. 
Growing up in Moscow, he took the long 
way to school so he could go by the hotel 
where Westerners parked their “huge” 
American cars. One Buick station 
wagon, he recalled, was several times 
larger than any car he’d ever seen. 

Lifson learned to drive in a Dat-
sun 200SX and drove an Audi coupe 
through college. By the time he got to 
the Law School, he had a 1987 Toyota 
Supra Turbo. He became interested in 
racing when a friend invited him to an 

event at Virginia International Raceway in 2006. 
Soon he was hooked. He took his BMW M5 to a number of high-performance 

driver education events, reaching speeds of more than 160 mph. When he decided 
he needed something safer than a family sedan, he outfitted a BMW M3 with har-
nesses, a roll cage, a head and neck restraint device and fire system. Then came 
racing school with the BMW Car Club of America.

Road racing, which is his forte, is very different from a NASCAR race. The 
course includes varied turns and changes in elevation. His first road race was at 
Virginia International Raceway, an 18-turn, 3.27-mile course considered one of 
the best in the U.S. It was there, two years later, that he had his most challenging 
moment behind the wheel. His brakes failed as he came into the first turn at 135 

mph. In a split second he had to maneuver the car into the least hazardous posi-
tion. He veered off onto grass and hit a wall made of bundled tires. His car sank 
into the rubber all the way up to the doors, but he walked away without a scratch. 

The demands of the sport, he said, are in some ways similar to those of prac-
ticing law—the need for strategy, sound and timely judgment, risk management 
in challenging conditions, and “perhaps more than anything else, the ability to 
thrive when the unexpected happens,” Lifson said. 

“In trial work, as much as we try to control what happens in court, we can nev-
er reliably control what judges, witnesses and juries do,” he said. “It’s in the un-
expected that the greatest challenges, and often the greatest opportunities, exist. 
Being able to not only deal with the unexpected but to benefit from the challenge 
the unexpected presents often plays a large role in the outcome.”

Lifson’s passion for racing has also become a focus for his law practice. He is 
a partner with Christian & Barton in Richmond, where he represents racetrack 
operators, event organizers, racing teams and individuals, bringing his deep expe-
rience in the racing world to his work. 

—Rebecca Barns

IMPACT INVESTING 
SPURS SOCIAL CHANGE

❰ STEVEN OKUN, center, 
at Banyan Nation’s first 
facility, with co-founders 
Raj Madangopal, left, 
and Mani Vajipey.

STEVEN OKUN ’91 helps small companies 
with big ideas reach their potential. As 
director of Asia-Pacific Public Affairs 
for global investment firm KKR, he de-
veloped a pro bono investing assistance 
program that is the company’s signa-
ture philanthropic effort in Asia.

KKR collaborated with Impact In-
vestment Exchange Asia to bring busi-
ness expertise to for-profit companies 
that deliver positive social outcomes as 
well as financial returns. There are a 
number of social entrepreneurs in Asia, 
and potential investors too, but often 
the entrepreneurs don’t know how to 
create a business plan, how to project 
revenue, or how to present themselves 
in a way that makes sense to investors. 
With KKR’s help, these community-
minded companies position themselves 
to obtain needed capital and move to 
the next level. “In emerging markets, 
an entrepreneur can generate great 
social return with a relatively limited 
amount of investing,” Okun said.

KKR’s program has worked with 
three businesses in the past three 
years. In Indonesia, East Bali Cashews, 
Bali’s first large-scale cashew process-
ing facility, employs hundreds of local 
workers, many of them women who 
for the first time have a formal job. 
In the Philippines, Glovax imports, 
distributes and sells vaccines at afford-
able rates to low- and middle-income 
Filipinos. Banyan Nation, based in Hy-
derabad, India, improves India’s waste 
recycling through improved technol-
ogy and sustainable business practices. 

Okun reviews potential candidates 

for the investment program, decides 
which could best leverage KKR’s assis-
tance and helps staff each project with 
three KKR investment professionals. 
He visits the projects to determine the 
best way to position each for raising 
capital and provides counsel on an on-
going basis.

“When I created the program with 
Impact Investment Exchange, we 
thought KKR could help prove the 
point that what is lacking in the world 
of impact investment is a bridge to rais-
ing serious investment beyond a busi-
ness’ proof-of-concept stage,” he said. 
“To date, the three social enterprises 
have gained access to nearly $5 million 
in capital—well beyond what we envi-
sioned.”

This year East Bali Cashews re-
ceived the Secretary of State’s Award 
for Corporate Excellence.

“We continue to explore how best to 
leverage KKR’s business skills to create 
social impact,” Okun said. “One area 
of interest is ‘venture philanthropy,’ 
in which profitable businesses raise 
capital from investors with no expecta-
tion of return of either investment or 
capital. It’s a donation to a business 
whose ‘profit’ goes solely to creating 
social impact.” 

He’s already started working on the 
first such project, the East Bali Center 
for Community Development, a chari-
table effort supported by East Bali Ca-
shews, which will provide education to 
farmers and their families in one of the 
poorest areas in Bali.

—Rebecca Barns
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RUSSELL S. POST has 
been elected a mem-
ber of the American 
Academy of Appellate 
Lawyers. He is a part-
ner with Beck Redden 
in Houston, where his 
practice focuses on civil 
appellate litigation. Post 
is listed in Best Lawyers 
2016, Chambers USA 
2016, and in Benchmark 
Litigation 2016 as a 
litigation star.

KATHY SHEEHAN was 
promoted to vice presi-
dent, compliance and 
customer trust for Ama-
zon.com. She is respon-
sible for Amazon’s glob-
al anti-corruption pro-
gram and serves as their 
lead information secu-
rity lawyer. She also 
serves on the boards of 
Food Lifeline, Washing-
ton state’s largest hun-
ger relief organization, 
and Feeding Washing-
ton. She writes, “I spend 
the rest of my spare 
time destroying golf 
courses in Seattle (and 
not in a good way).”

CAROLINE W. 

LAGUERRE-BROWN is 
George Washington 
University’s vice 
provost for diversity, 
equity and community 
engagement. In 
addition to leading 
GW’s Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion, she 
oversees the Honey 
W. Nashman Center 
for Civic Engagement 
and Public Service, 
the Office of Disability 
Support Services, the 
Multicultural Student 
Services Center and 
the Title IX Office. 
Laguerre-Brown was 
previously vice provost 
for institutional equity 
at Johns Hopkins 
University.

SAMANTHA PELOSI is 
senior vice president of 
payments and innova-
tion at Bankers Associa-
tion for Finance and 
Trade, the leading glob-
al financial services 
association for interna-
tional transaction bank-
ing. In her new position, 
she defines and drives 
the association’s strat-
egy with respect to 
payments, emerging 
technology and combat-
ing financial crime. 
Pelosi was previously 
the manager of retail 
payments at the Federal 
Reserve Board. She lives 
in McLean, Va., with 
her husband and twin 
girls.

TIMOTHY B. PHILLIPS 
was one of 10 lawyers 
who serve as general 
counsel in the U.S. to 
be named Legends in 
the Law for 2016. The 
award is given by the 
Burton Foundation, 
co-sponsored by the 
American Bar Associa-
tion, and held in asso-
ciation with the Library 
of Congress. Supreme 
Court Justices Stephen 
Breyer and Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg spoke at the 
ceremony, held at the 
Library of Congress in 
May.

Phillips is chief 
legal executive and 
general counsel of 
the American Cancer 
Society Inc., where he 
leads an Atlanta-based 
team that develops and 
implements legal and 
risk-management strat-
egies that advance the 
mission of eradicating 
cancer. He was named 
general counsel in 2012, 
and has also served as 
senior counsel and in-
terim general counsel. 

Previously Phillips 
was a special tax coun-
sel in private practice, 
providing legal counsel 
to nonprofit business 
clients in the health 

care, faith-based, educa-
tion and health science 
areas. He served as a 
commissioned officer 
in the U.S. Navy’s elite 
special forces and is 
currently counsel to the 
Navy SEAL Foundation. 

He is chair of the 
Association of Corpo-
rate Counsel’s nonprofit 
organizations commit-
tee and a member of the 
advisory boards of the 
Pro Bono Partnership of 
Atlanta and the Atlanta 
Legal Aid Society.

ANDY ROSENBERG and 
ALLAN COHEN were ex-
cited to return to their 
hometown of Philadel-
phia from Washington, 
D.C., and New York, 
respectively, to get to-
gether for events on the 
sidelines of this year’s 
Democratic National 
Convention. Rosenberg 
co-founded the biparti-
san government affairs 
firm Thorn Run Part-
ners in Washington, 
D.C., in 2010.

W. ALTENBERND LL.M. 
joined Carlton Fields 
as shareholder in the 
national appellate prac-
tice and trial support 
group in Tampa, Fla. 
He will also practice 
in the firm’s national 
trial practice and white-
collar crime and gov-
ernment investigations 
groups. Altenbernd 
served on Florida’s 
Second District Court 
for 27 years and wrote 
nearly 1,400 opinions 
for the court. For more 
than two decades, he 
was a faculty member 
of the Florida Judicial 
College of New Appel-
late Judges.

ADRIENNE PRUDEN 

ASHBY is in her fifth 
year of homeschooling 

her children and serv-
ing as a part-time staff 
attorney for the Georgia 
Senior Legal Hotline of 
the Atlanta Legal Aid 
Society.

MARK H. CHURCHILL 
joined Holland & 
Knight as a partner 
and member of the 
litigation and dispute 
resolution practice 
in Northern Virginia 
and Washington, D.C. 
Churchill lives in 
Arlington, Va., with his 
wife, Betsy, and their 
four children.

EARSA JACKSON is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in franchise law. 
She is a partner with 
Strasburger & Price 
in Dallas, where she is 
the practice area leader 
for the franchise and 
distribution group and 
serves as chair of the 
diversity committee. 
Her new book, “Annual 
Franchise and Distribu-
tion Law Developments 
2016,” was presented at 
the 39th annual Ameri-
can Bar Association 
Forum on Franchising 
in Miami in November.

THOMAS J. MCCARTHY 
has been promoted 
to head of the 
international trade 
section at Akin Gump 
Strauss Hauer & Feld 
in Washington, D.C., 
where he focuses on 

national security, 
export control, 
sanctions and other 
international trade 
laws. He and his wife, 
SANDY MCCARTHY ’99, 

live in Maryland with 
their two daughters, 
Cara and Anna.

PAUL MCCOY relocated 
to the New York office 
of Morgan Lewis, where 
he is head of the private 
equity funds practice 
area.

CARRIE O’NEIL was 
appointed senior vice 
president with JLT 
Specialty USA, a U.S. 
subsidiary of Jardine 
Lloyd Thompson Group, 
one of the world’s 
leading specialty-
focused providers of 
insurance, reinsurance 
and employee benefits 
related–advice 
brokerage and 
associated services. 
O’Neil joins JLT’s legal 
and claims practice as 
financial lines product 
leader in the U.S. She 
was previously with 
Berkshire Hathaway 
Specialty Insurance.

KATHERINE RAMSEY 
recently moved her 
practice to Virginia 
Estate and Trust Law, 
a boutique trusts 
and estates firm in 
Richmond. She and her 
four partners—HELEN 

LEWIS KEMP ’87,   

NANCY NEWTON 

ROGERS ’85, DEREK L. 

SMITH ’76 and DAVID W. 

WHITEHEAD ’77—are 
all members of the 
American College of 
Trusts & Estates 
Counsel

CMANDA PERSAUD 
joined Ropes & Gray as a 
partner in the private 
investment funds 
practice in New York 
City. She focuses her 
practice on the 
formation, fundraising 
and operation of private 
investment funds. She 
was previously with 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen 
& Katz. 

CHRIS CONVERSE is 
listed in Chambers 
USA 2016 in corporate 
law and mergers and 
acquisitions, and in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in corpo-
rate law. He is co-chair 
of the private equity 
industry team and pri-
vate equity partner with 
Gardere Wynne Sewell 
in Dallas.
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THE UVA GRAY ALUMNI TEAM took runner-up honors at the 33rd Annual UVA Law Softball 
Invitational in April. Gray notched comeback wins over current law students at Florida Coastal and 
Georgia, only to lose in the finals to Ave Maria in extra innings. 

TEAM MEMBERS INCLUDED MATT DAVIS ’98, ADAM BRAUN ’98, DAVID TURK ’99, ANDY JOHNSON ’99, 
PAUL EVANS ’99, ERIC CHENOWETH ’98, JOSH KLATZKIN ’99, JOHN MARK GOODMAN ’06, TYLER 
DUVALL ’98, BRAD MOYERS ’98, ANDREW LOHMANN ’98 and FRANK BACELLI.
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CHRISTOPHER COUCH is 
the chief operating offi-
cer and general counsel 
of AVERA Companies 
in Houston, a develop-
ment, construction and 
investment firm focused 
mainly on office and 
industrial space.

HARMEET K. DHILLON 
was elected California 
Republican National 
Committeewoman to 
the Republican National 
Committee in April, 
becoming one of the 
RNC’s 168 members 
nationwide. Dhillon 
performed the invoca-
tion on the second 
day of the Republican 
National Convention 
in Cleveland, singing 
a Sikh prayer in Pun-
jabi. She also served 
as California’s rule 
committeewoman 
for the convention’s 
rules committee. Her 
firm, the Dhillon Law 
Group in San Francisco, 
celebrates a decade in 
business this fall, with 
eight attorneys handling 
mainly commercial, 
intellectual property, 
privacy, free speech, and 
employment litigation 
and counseling, while 
also performing pro 
bono work in the areas 
of religious liberty, civil 
rights and First Amend-
ment law.

IVY WAFFORD DUKE has 
joined Seward & Kissel 
as counsel in the firm’s 
investment management 
practice group in Wash-
ington, D.C. She and her 
husband of 20 years, Ro-
berto, have a 12-year-old 
son, Ian, and a 2-year-old 
daughter, Ana.

Army Brig. Gen. (Ret.) 

RICHARD C. “RICH” 

GROSS has been named 
a senior fellow at Co-
lumbia Law School. 
He is the first fellow to 
fill a joint position in 
both the Human Rights 
Institute and the Roger 
Hertog Program on Law 
and National Security. 
Prior to retiring from 
the military, Gross was 

the legal counsel to the 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. He is a 
partner with Fluet Hu-
ber + Hoang in Northern 
Virginia.

Col. JACK OHLWEI-

LER retired from the 
U.S. Army in July 
after 23 years on ac-
tive duty. During his 
military career he 
spent five years on the 
faculty of the Army’s 
Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Legal Center 
and School, served as 
the commander of the 
Army Claims Service, 
and as the staff judge 
advocate for the 82nd 
Airborne Division. He 
also served overseas 
in Iraq, Haiti, Korea, 
Germany, Rwanda and 
Bahrain. Ohlweiler has 
accepted a position in 
the Senior Executive 
Service at the U.S. 
Agency for Interna-
tional Development in 
Washington, D.C., as 
assistant general coun-
sel for ethics and ad-
ministration. He lives 
with his wife, Lisa, 
and his three children, 
Abigail, Jack and Ben-
jamin, in Fairfax, Va.

JAMES CECIL WILLS is 
senior deputy general 
counsel for the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons. Wills 
has been with the bu-
reau since graduating 
and has worked in four 
different locations in 
various capacities. He 
lives in Glenn Dale, Md., 
with his wife, Toni, who 
is also an attorney for 
the bureau, and their 
four children.

DANA YOUNG serves 
in the Florida House of 
Representatives, rep-
resenting the greater 
Tampa Bay Area. First 
elected in 2010, she is 
the House majority 
leader. Young is running 
for a newly created seat 
in the Florida Senate 
and is on the ballot this 
November. Young and 
her husband, Matt, have 
two teenage daughters 
and live in Tampa. 

1994
ZEBULON D. ANDER-

SON is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in labor 
and employment litiga-
tion. He is a partner 
with Smith Anderson in 
Raleigh, N.C.

MARVIN S. CASH joined 
K&L Gates as of coun-
sel in the banking and 
asset finance practice 
in Charlotte, N.C. Cash 
was previously with 
FisherBroyles.

JAMES M. TAYLOR 
has been named chief 
executive officer and 
president of Brixmor 
Property Group in New 
York City. He has more 
than 20 years of experi-
ence in the commercial 
real estate industry, 
most recently with 
Federal Realty Invest-
ment Trust.

1995

Judge SUSAN E. EDLEIN 

of the Fulton County 
State Court in Atlanta 
was elected to serve 
on the board of gover-
nors of the State Bar 
of Georgia. She was 
installed in June to the 
Atlanta Judicial Circuit 
seat on the board—hav-
ing served as judge on 
the Fulton County State 
Court since 2008.

PETER S. VINCENT is 
assistant director gen-
eral for international 
policy at Borderpol, an 
organization that 
shares information 
among border forces 
about combating 
terrorism, drug traf-
ficking and transna-
tional crime, while 
allowing for the move-
ment of people and 
goods across national 

borders. His perspec-
tive on the situation in 
Colombia has been 
featured in the media 
numerous times. In 
June he discussed the 
recent cease-fire deal 
between the Colombian 
government and FARC 
rebels on CCTV Ameri-
ca. On Aug. 25 the 
Houston Chronicle 
featured his op-ed on 
“El Chapo” Guzman, 
“Mexico’s Extradition 
of Guzman to U.S. Must 
Be Prompt.” On Aug. 28 
he contributed an op-
ed to The New York 
Times, “The Best Deal 
for Colombia.” 

MARK KNUEVE is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2017 
in employment law/
management, and labor 
and employment/litiga-
tion. He is a partner with 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and Pease in Columbus, 
Ohio, where he is a 
member of the labor and 
employment group.

ROB MASRI and MIKE 

SIGNER ’04 were fea-
tured in an article in 
Real Estate Weekly 
titled “Living in a Col-
lege Town: What UVA 
Means to the Charlot-
tesville Economy,” in 
which they describe the 
town-and-gown inter-
action that has created 
a thriving climate for 
entrepreneurs and 
startups. Masri started 
two startups in Char-
lottesville: Cardagin, 
a mobile loyalty and 
advertising platform, 
and Moonlighting, an 
app that connects job 
seekers with job pro-
viders. Masri notes that 
he could rely on the 
kind of community sup-
port in the early stages 
that gave his projects 
the chance they needed 
to succeed. “There is no 
doubt Charlottesville 
has what it takes to be 
a true entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.”

1996
JUDGE 
DIARMUID 
O’SCANNLAIN 
LL.M. ’92 
TO ASSUME 
SENIOR 
STATUS 
ON NINTH 
CIRCUIT

JUDGE DIARMUID F. 

O’SCANNLAIN, a 1992 graduate 
of the LL.M. program for 
judges, notified President 
Barack Obama on Sept. 26 that 
he will assume senior status 
on the U.S. Ninth Circuit, 
effective Dec. 31. The move 
occurred on the 30th 
anniversary of his 
appointment to the bench by 
President Ronald Reagan.

O’Scannlain, in choosing 
senior status, retains his 
chambers in Portland but 
decreases his workload. The 
move also makes it possible for 
the next president to appoint 
his successor.

Holding the record for 
longest active service of any 
Oregonian on the Ninth 
Circuit since Judge William 
Gilbert, appointed in 1892, 
O’Scannlain has participated 
in more than 10,000 federal 
cases.

—Eric Williamson
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NICK MADDEN joined 
Frito Lay Multipack as 
marketing manager at 
their headquarters in 
Plano, Texas. He was 
previously with Kraft 
Heinz in Chicago. 
Madden and his wife, 
Kat, and their daugh-
ter, Sally, live in Frisco.

CRYSTAL LOVETT 

SIMLER opened her 
own firm, Lovett Law, 
in February 2015 in 
Milan, Mo. She has 
a satellite office in 
Kirksville and now 
employs three staff 
members. Lovett Sim-
ler lives in Kirksville 
with her husband, Na-
than.

ANDREAS STARGARD 
has opened his Africa-
focused boutique firm, 
Primerio, together 
with partner John 
Oxenham. The firm 
centers its practice on 
African competition 
law and anti-corrup-
tion matters, and pro-
vides legal advice on 
cross-border transac-
tions, related business 
law, and investment 
strategies in vari-
ous African nations. 
Stargard moved back 
to D.C. from Brussels, 
where he spent two 
years practicing anti-
trust law as a partner 
at Paul Hastings.

In April 2015, RYAN 

VAN METER was pro-
moted to vice presi-
dent and general coun-
sel–North America 
of Imerys, the world 
leader in mineral 
specialties for indus-
try. Van Meter has 
worked with Imerys 
since 2007, most re-
cently as deputy gen-
eral counsel. He was 
also honored as one 
of the Fulton County 
Daily Report’s lawyers 
on the rise in Septem-
ber 2015. He lives in 
the Atlanta area.

LISA C. DEJACO has 
been selected for 
Benchmark Litigation’s 
Under 40 Hot List for 
2016. She is listed in 
Chambers 2016 in intel-
lectual property and 
Best Lawyers 2016 in 
intellectual property 
litigation. DeJaco is a 
partner and member of 
the intellectual prop-
erty protection and 
litigation service team 
at Wyatt, Tarrant & 
Combs in Louisville, Ky. 

STEVEN GEISZLER was 
listed in the 2016 edi-
tions of Chambers USA, 
Texas Super Lawyers, 
and Best Lawyers this 
year for his expertise 
in intellectual property 
litigation. Geiszler is a 
partner in the Dallas 
office of Dentons, where 
he focuses on patent 
litigation.

BRADY R. MCSHANE has 
joined Akerman’s land 
use team as partner in 
Los Angeles, where he 
focuses his practice on 
real estate law.
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MATT BURTON and 
EMILY COPE BURTON 
have relocated to San 
Francisco, where Matt 
serves as legal director 
for regulatory develop-
ment for Uber Technol-
ogies. Emily continues 
to work in the Bureau of 
Consumer Protection 
for the Federal Trade 
Commission. They re-
cently welcomed a baby 
boy, Finn, who joins his 
sister, Nola, 4.

CARTER BURWELL is 
deputy chief counsel for 
U.S. Sen. JOHN CORNYN 

LL.M. ’95 of Texas, the 

Senate’s assistant ma-
jority leader. Burwell 
was previously counsel 
to the chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. He lives 
in Northern Virginia 
with his wife and three 
children.

In April JENNIFER 

M. FENTON became a 
member of the senior 
executive service with-
in U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. 
She is division director 
of inspections and de-
tention oversight within 
the agency’s Office of 
Professional Responsi-
bility. Fenton oversees 
the Office of Detention 
Oversight and its Man-
agement Inspections 
Unit. She is responsible 
for facilitating the regu-
lar inspection of various 
programs, including 
ICE domestic and 
international immigra-
tion detention facilities 
and field offices, to 
assess their ongoing 
compliance with agency 
policies and procedures, 
memoranda of agree-
ment and federal regu-
lation.

CRISTINA RYAN lives in 
the Los Angeles area, 
where she pursues a 
dance teaching degree 
while working as a con-
tract attorney for Quinn 
Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan. Earlier this 
year she co-founded 
RYSK danceworks, a 
multi-genre profes-
sional dance company 
for dancers over the age 
of 40.

KENDAL A. SIBLEY is a 
partner with Hunton & 
Williams in Richmond, 
Va. Her practice focuses 
on federal income tax 
issues with emphasis on 
real estate investment 
trusts, asset securitiza-
tion and investment 
funds. 

KATE HORSLEY BALLY 
serves as director of the 
labor and employment 
service of Thomson 
Reuters Practical Law 
in New York City. She 
was nominated to 
participate in the selec-
tive Thomson Reuters 
Business Leader Pro-
gram, which began 
with a June residential 
program in the United 
Kingdom and continues 
with two years of coach-
ing and management 
training.

RACHEL GERRICK was 
named general counsel 
for corporate affairs 
with American Munici-
pal Power Inc. in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, effective 
January 2017. She joined 
AMP in 2012 as deputy 
general counsel and has 
had responsibility for 
legal matters, including 
construction, project 
financing, procurement, 
real estate, litigation 
oversight and employ-
ment. Gerrick has also 
helped lead expansion 
of hydroelectric power 
and solar generation to 
AMP’s member groups.

DOUGLAS GRIESS 
ended his solo practice 
of five years and joined 
Hackstaff & Snow 
as a partner in Janu-
ary. He focuses his 
practice on business 
law, estate planning 
and trademarks. He 
lives in Denver with 
his wife and their five 
children.

JULIE JORDAN JOYCE 
is senior director, hu-
man relations business 
partners and employee 
relations, with the 
Georgia Institute of 
Technology Office of 
Human Resources in 
Atlanta. She was previ-
ously with Coca-Cola 
Refreshments for seven 
years, most recently as 
an employee relations 
director. Joyce and her 
husband, Kevin, live 
in Decatur with their 
three children, Raleigh, 
Conor and Emily.
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BUILDING 

RELATIONSHIPS 

KELLEY EDWARDS ’03 recently took the helm of Littler 
Mendelson’s Houston office—just two months after 
being appointed co-chair of the firm’s energy industry 
practice group. 

“I enjoy working with diverse groups of people and 
spending time thinking about the business aspects of 
practicing law, so my new management responsibilities 
are a welcome addition to my practice,” she said. “As an 
employment lawyer, I think navigating this role will 
give me an important perspective on the kinds of chal-
lenges my clients face every day.”

Edwards’ practice focuses on a range of labor and 
employment law matters. She represents employers in 
state and federal courts and before administrative agen-

cies, and counsels 
her clients on 
workplace issues, 
including em-
ployment policies, 
wage and hour 
compliance, and 
leave issues. She 
has extensive 
experience repre-
senting and advis-
ing the oil and gas 
industry, energy 
services compa-
nies and other 
sectors such as 
banking, retail, 
transportation 
and health care.

She said law-
yering is about 
personal interac-
tions, a lesson she 
learned at UVA 
Law before start-
ing her career. 

She recalled the efforts of professors such as Anne 
Coughlin and Doug Leslie, who took interest not only in 
their students’ education, but in the people they were 
developing into.

“Many people entering the practice of law don’t fully 
realize that ours is a business based upon relationships—
with your clients, your opposing counsel and your col-
leagues in the community. At UVA Law, I met some of 
the best people I’ve ever had the privilege of knowing, 
and I learned to appreciate that the work you do can be 
enriched in so many ways by your personal relation-
ships.”

One of those school friends became her husband, 
JACK EDWARDS ’03. 

“We were married 12 years ago this past June and 
have added three children and a dog to our family in 
that time,” she said. “Jack has a busy and thriving law 
practice of his own, and while it is not always easy to 
manage it all, we couldn’t do any of it without the other’s 
support.”

—Rebecca Barns

U.S. SUPREME 

COURT 

FELLOW
VALERIE M. NANNERY ’03 was 
selected as a U.S. Supreme 
Court Fellow for the 2016-17 
session by a nine-member 
commission appointed by 
Chief Justice John G. Roberts 
Jr. She is assigned to the 
Federal Judicial Center, the 
education and research 
agency for the federal courts. 

“I am excited about this 
incredible opportunity to do 
research and contribute to the 
work of the Federal Judicial 
Center,” Nannery said. 

Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger created the fellows 
program in 1973 to provide 
fellows practical exposure to 
judicial administration, policy 
development and education. 

Nannery joins the program 
from the Center for Constitu-
tional Litigation in Washing-
ton, D.C., where she was 
senior litigation counsel. She 
served as a vice-chair of the 
Appellate Advocacy Commit-
tee of the American Bar Asso-
ciation’s Tort Trial and Insur-
ance Practice Section. 
Previously she practiced with 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan in Los Angeles and 
was the Public Citizen Litiga-
tion Group’s Supreme Court 
Assistance Project coordinator 
in Washington, D.C. 

At the Law School, Nannery 
was a semifinalist in the 
William Minor Lile Moot 
Competition, a member of the 
board of the Public Interest 
Law Association and a 
member of the Raven Society.

—Rebecca Barns

A SOUNDTRACK 

FOR SUCCESS

“I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED MUSIC; it’s been part of my family 
for generations,” said RAQUEL WHITING GILMER ’99, who 
recently became the first executive director of the Balti-
more Symphony Orchestra’s noted educational 
program, OrchKids. Now in its ninth year, OrchKids 
demonstrates how music education can be a remarkable 
agent for social change.

“Even though financially we didn’t have a lot when I 
was growing up, my mom always made sure I played an 
instrument and had weekly lessons,” said Gilmer, who 
grew up in Baltimore and returned there to live a few 
years ago. “Playing an instrument taught me the impor-
tance of practice and commitment. The training helped 
me be driven and focused in my professional and per-
sonal life.”

Now Gilmer is committed to the continued success of 
a music education program that has changed the lives of 
children in her hometown. OrchKids was founded by 
the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s music director 
Marin Alsop in 2008 with part of her MacArthur Foun-
dation “genius” grant. It started with 30 children in one 
of the worst-performing schools in Baltimore. Today 
OrchKids serves more than 1,000 students at six sites in 
some of the city’s most underserved neighborhoods. 
Funded largely through private donations and grants, 
the program offers instruments, instruction and field 
trips.

The music is fun and worthwhile in its own right, 
Gilmer said, but the program brings other important 
benefits too. Parents of OrchKids students get more 
involved with their children’s school activities, and 
student attendance has improved. The young musicians 
learn about teamwork, have opportunities to explore 
creativity and see the results of their hard work.

“Even though I don’t play now, music is still a huge 
part of my life,” Gilmer said. “I always tell people that 
you need a soundtrack in your life, and your soundtrack 
needs to motivate you—whether you’re at the gym and 
you’re trying to finish your workout or preparing for a 
big presentation. Music makes everything in life more 
colorful.”

Gilmer brings a strong background in education to 
her new position. She previously was executive vice 
president of academic support for Learn It Systems, 
which serves school districts across the country, and 
was senior director of community and business develop-
ment for Educate Online, a division of Sylvan Learning.

—Rebecca Barns
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Shawn, welcomed 
their fourth child, John 
“Hayes” Bobick, on Feb. 
10. He joins big brothers 
Graham and Ford and 
big sister, Ellis.

DAVID BURNETT has 
been promoted to of 
counsel at Quinn Eman-
uel Urquhart & Sullivan 
in New York City, where 
he practices securities 
litigation, mostly rep-
resenting institutional 
investors in disputes 
involving mortgage-
backed securities.

KATIE COLE is general 
counsel with KIPP DC, 
which leads a network 
of 16 charter schools in 
Washington, D.C. She 
was previously with 
Hunton & Williams. 
Her husband, ROY LIT-

LAND ’06, is an assistant 
general counsel at Veri-
zon, where he practices 
federal regulatory law. 
They live in D.C. with 
their two children, ages 
1 and 3.

J. AUSTIN CURRY has 
been selected as an 
associate fellow of the 
Litigation Counsel of 
America. He is listed 
in Best Lawyers in 
Dallas for 2016 in D 
Magazine and in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in intel-
lectual property and 
commercial litigation. 
This year he won a 
patent infringement 
lawsuit for his cli-
ent, VirnetX Holding 
Corp., against Apple 
Inc. in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the 
Eastern District of 
Texas. VirnetX was 
awarded $625.6 mil-
lion. Curry is a prin-
cipal at Caldwell Cas-
sady & Curry, where 
he focuses on patent 
infringement litiga-
tion and matters of 
corporate co-founder 
disputes.
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NUALA E. DRONEY 
received a mentor of the 
year award for her guid-
ance, support and en-
couragement of fellow 
lawyers from Robinson 
+ Cole, where she is a 
partner in the business 
litigation group. Droney 
chairs the intellectual 
property litigation prac-
tice team and is a mem-
ber of the white-collar 
defense and corporate 
compliance team and 
the data privacy and 
security team in Hart-
ford, Conn.

After living in Asia and 
the Middle East for most 
of the last decade, CHRIS 

RICHARDSON returned 
to Houston in Sep-
tember and joined the 
partnership at Andrews 
Kurth, focusing on 
global oil and gas trans-
actions. Richardson was 
most recently general 
counsel at Mubadala 
Petroleum in Abu Dhabi. 
Chris and Andi (Nursing 
’04) are looking forward 
to catching up with old 
friends from Charlot-
tesville.

2005

SARANG “SY” DAMLE 
has been appointed 
general counsel and as-
sociate register of copy-
rights at the U.S. Copy-
right Office. He previ-
ously served as deputy 
general counsel, where 
he shared responsibility 
for managing the de-

partment and handling 
the legal portfolio of 
the Copyright Office. In 
2015 Damle was named 
one of Washington, 
D.C.’s 40 Under 40 Ris-
ing Stars by the National 
Law Journal.

Damle served as 
senior counsel in the 
Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau im-
mediately before joining 
the Copyright Office, 
and for nearly seven 
years served as an ap-
pellate litigator in the 
Civil Division of the 
Department of Justice.

SCOTT P. HORTON is 
listed in Upstate New 
York Super Lawyers 
2016 in employment and 
labor and in Best Law-
yers 2017 in employ-
ment law/management. 
He is a member with 
Bond Schoeneck & King 
in Buffalo, N.Y.

SARAH L. TRAUTZ 

joined Verrill Dana as 
counsel in the health 
care practice group 
in Boston, where she 
provides advice for 
clients in the health 
care industry, particu-
larly concerning issues 
that affect hospitals 
and academic medical 
centers. Trautz was 
previously with Ropes 
& Gray and worked in 
research compliance at 
Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center.

GRANT WIENS has 
joined Mickes O’Toole 
as a member in St. 
Louis, and focuses his 
practice on education, 
labor and employment, 
and municipal law. 

2006
EBEN C. HANSEL has 
been named partner at 
Ballard Spahr in Balti-
more, where he is a 
member of the real 
estate department. He 
focuses his practice on 
commercial real estate 
law and transactions.

CALEB TURNER joined 
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott 
as an associate and 
member of the litigation 
and dispute resolution 
group in Pittsburgh. He 
was previously with 
Winston & Strawn in 
New York City. 

IAN BARBER is chief 
administrative officer 
of Bankers Financial 
Corp., a diversified 
conglomerate focused 
on insurance and re-
lated businesses. Now 
in a mixed business and 
legal role, Barber leads 
enterprise-wide cor-
porate governance, is 
responsible for non-rou-
tine transaction and in-
vestment decisions, and 
manages the conglom-
erate’s internal capital 
market. He serves as 
president of the West 
Central Florida chapter 
of the Association of 
Corporate Counsel and 
is a member of the gov-
erning board of the St. 
Petersburg Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. Bar-
ber and his wife, Emily, 
live in St. Petersburg.

C. PAIGE BOBICK is an 
associate general coun-
sel and senior vice presi-
dent at Bank of America 
in Charlotte, N.C. She is 
responsible for outside 
counsel management 
and strategy worldwide. 
She and her husband, 

2007

SUPPORTING VETERANS WITH 

ALTERNATIVE JUSTICE 
PATRICK ROBINSON ’08 LAUNCHES DIVERSION COURT AT FORT HOOD

J. PATRICK ROBINSON ’08, center, 
meets with other VETS court officials 
during a twice-monthly session. 

Photo by Nick Conner, Fort Hood Public Affairs

FOR SPECIAL ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEY J. PATRICK 

ROBINSON ’08, turning his back on veterans who run 
into trouble because of their military pasts would be 
like turning his back on family.

The Army captain, who is chief of federal 
litigation for III Corps and Fort Hood in Killeen, 
Texas, recently spearheaded the organization of a 
veterans treatment court at the post—the nation’s 
largest military installation. The Fort Hood 
Veterans Endeavor for Treatment Support program 
screens veterans charged with committing more 
serious misdemeanors (Class A or Class B) and 
offers the chance to avoid incarceration and a 
federal conviction if they complete 12 to 18 months 
of treatment and supervision through the court and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

“They’re really signing up for something signifi-
cant here,” Robinson said. 

If a veteran who is charged with driving while 
intoxicated, for example, were simply to plead guilty 
to the charge, he or she might serve three to 14 days 
in jail, then walk away—potentially to reoffend. 
Instead, “through that intensive supervision and 
therapy, we hope to have a much more lasting 
impact on their long-term recovery.” 

Opened in January, the VETS pilot program was 
the first diversion court for veterans to be placed on 
a military installation, and only the fifth in a federal 
jurisdiction.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Jeffrey C. Manske, who 
operates the VETS court, was one of the earliest 
supporters of the effort to establish the program at 
Fort Hood. In his 15 years at the installation, 
Manske said he has seen that many of the crimes on 
post, such as drunken driving or possession of con-
trolled substances, are committed by veterans 
coping poorly with post-traumatic stress disorder, 
or other mental health issues. Establishing a veter-

ans court to deal with those defendants “seemed a 
natural fit and a long overdue and necessary treat-
ment tool for the community,” he said.

The effort was inspired by the approximately 350 
state-level veterans treatment courts, dockets and 
tracks nationwide, and by two initiatives within the 
Department of Justice: Smart on Crime, which em-
phasizes prevention and reentry efforts to deter 
crime and reduce recidivism; and Servicemembers 
and Veterans, which aims to protect the rights of 
those who have served and their families.

Ideally, Robinson said, the Fort Hood program 
will echo the statistics of other treatment courts, 
which generally see about 75 percent of participants 
graduate, with 75 percent of those persons never 
returning to the criminal justice system.

Robinson and Manske hope that VETS might 
serve as a model for similar efforts on or near other 
military installations. They said the involvement of 
local veteran mentors who partner with partici-
pants to offer support has been key to the program’s 
success.

For now, VETS is authorized to enroll up to 12 
veterans; as of September, eight were taking part. 
Robinson hopes for full enrollment by the end of 
this year.

Robinson’s drive to help establish the program at 
Fort Hood was inspired partly by his family, which 
he described as “military through and through”; his 
father, grandfather, several uncles and other rela-
tives all served.

“I think most people recognize a moral obligation 
to care for veterans,” Robinson said, “but for me 
that’s also very personal, because how veterans are 
treated is also, in a lot of ways, how my family is 
treated.”

—Amanda Alderman

2016 EUROPEAN 

REUNION
UVA LAW LL.M. GRADUATES from Austria, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Japan, Poland, Scotland, Slovenia, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United States attended the 
2016 European Alumni Reunion in Warsaw, Poland, 
June 30-July 3. WOJCIECH BAGINSKI LL.M. ’08 organized 
the event, in which 28 alumni and family members par-
ticipated.

For many, the highlight of the reunion weekend was a 
moving visit to the Warsaw Rising Museum. Other 
activities included a bus tour of the city, an academic 
session led by University of Warsaw law professor Artur 
Nowacki and a visit to the picturesque Royal Lazienki 
Park. UVA Law professor Pierre-Hugues Verdier 
conveyed best wishes from Charlottesville and a brief 
report on the current LL.M. program. 

The European Alumni Association is headed by 
DETLEV OELFKE LL.M. ’86 of Hannover, Germany. The 
2018 European reunion will take place in Munich, and 
will be hosted by CHRISTOPH WEBER LL.M. ’08.
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BRITT MCCLUNG has 
joined Hedrick Kring 
as a partner in Dallas, 
where he will focus 
on complex business 
disputes in trial and 
appellate courts, with 
emphasis on efficient 
resolution of difficult 
technical and procedur-
al issues. He will also 
lead the firm’s appellate 
practice.

KATHERINE MONAHAN 

ROHRBAUGH is litiga-
tion counsel at the Kraft 
Heinz Co. in Chicago. 
She was previously an 
associate at White & 
Case in New York City. 
She and her husband, 
Scott Rohrbaugh, are 
parents of a toddler, 
Christopher.

MELANIE WILSON 

RUGHANI has been 
named a director at 
Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City, where 
she continues her ap-
pellate practice. She and 
her husband, Ankur 
Rughani, a resident at 
the Children’s Hospital, 
have two children, ages 
1 and 4.

ALBERT “BJ” STIEGLITZ 
has been named an 
assistant chief in the 
Foreign Corrupt Prac-
tices Act Unit of the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s 
Criminal Division, 
Fraud Section. He and 
his wife, Amanda, along 
with their daughters, 
Caroline, 4, and Eliza-
beth “Ellie,” 3, reside in 
Arlington, Va.

RICHARD WARREN 
LL.M. has been pro-
moted to partner with 
Hunton & Williams in 
Richmond, Va. He ad-
vises clients in mergers 
and acquisitions, corpo-
rate finance, corporate 
governance and general 
commercial matters.

JACKIE GHARAPOUR 

WERNZ has joined the 
U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office for 
Civil Rights in Chicago, 
where she investigates 
and enforces several 
federal civil rights laws 
that prohibit discrimi-
nation in schools, col-
leges and universities 
across the Midwest.  
Gharapour Wernz was 
previously a partner 
with Franczek Radelet, 
where she practiced all 
facets of management-
side education law. She 
lives in Chicago with 
her husband, Matt, and 
her two children, 
4-year-old Isaiah and 
2-year-old Cecily. 

JIM EVANS is litigation 
and regulatory counsel 
for The TJX Companies 
Inc., headquartered in 

Framingham, Mass. 
TJX is a leading off-
price retailer of apparel 
and home fashion with 
more than 3,900 stores 
in nine countries and 
three e-commerce sites. 
Evans and his wife, 
Colleen, live in West 
Roxbury with their 
daughters, Nora and 
Maggie.

JOE GREEN is a senior 
legal editor with Thom-
son Reuters’ Practical 
Law business unit in 
New York City, focused 
on creating startup 
and venture capital 
resources for attorneys. 
He was previously with 
Gunderson Dettmer 
Stough Villeneuve 
Franklin & Hachigian. 
Green writes and lec-
tures frequently on 
startup law issues.

TIFFANY NICHOLS was 
selected as a rising star 
in intellectual property 
litigation for Northern 
California in Super 
Lawyers 2016. After 
practicing law for sev-
eral years in California, 
she is pursuing a Ph.D. 
in the history of science 
at Harvard University 
this fall.

JAMAAL “JAY” STAF-

FORD opened The Law 
Firm of J.W. Stafford in 
Chevy Chase, Md., in 
2015. His practice fo-
cuses on construction 
law and employment 
litigation, including 
wrongful termination, 
wage and hour claims, 
sexual harassment and 
discrimination. He lives 
in Crofton. 

JAMES P. ABELY has 
joined Psychemedics 
Corp. as associate 
general counsel. 
Psychemedics, head-
quartered in Acton, 
Mass., is the world’s 
largest provider of 
hair testing for the 
detection of drugs. 
Abely was previ-
ously with Goodwin 
Procter.

2008

2009

SARAH FRITSCH 

KUIPERS joined Foster 
Pepper as of counsel 
to the public finance 
group in Seattle. She 
focuses her practice 
on federal tax require-
ments and restrictions 
applicable to various 
types of tax-exempt 
obligations, including 
state and local bonds. 
She was previously 
with Morris, Manning 
& Martin in Atlanta.

TOMMY MAYFIELD has 
joined ShadowSafe 
Inc. as director of 
business development 
and general counsel. 
Mayfield is respon-
sible for directing the 
company’s growth 
and serving as its 
principal legal adviser. 
ShadowSafe provides 
comprehensive and 
actively managed data 
backup and disaster 
recovery solutions for 
enterprises of all sizes 
across a wide range of 
industries.

CHRISTINE E. BESTOR 

TOWNSEND has 
joined Michael Best & 
Friedrich’s labor and 
employment relations 
practice group in Mil-
waukee. She counsels 
and represents clients 
through all stages of 
employment litigation.

2010

JESSICA BROWN and 
ANDY HOWLETT wel-
comed baby girl Anne 
Elliot Howlett (UVA 
Law Class of 2041) in 

May. The proud par-
ents are tax lawyers in 
Washington, D.C.

ERIC G. PENLEY joined 
Preti Flaherty as an 
associate in the litiga-
tion group in Boston. 
He was previously 
with Wilmer Cutler 
Pickering Hale and 
Dorr.

EHSAN TABESH joined 
Fisher Phillips as an 
associate in Houston, 
where he represents 
employers in a variety 
of labor and employ-
ment matters.

THOMAS WORTHY 
was appointed vice 
president of govern-
ment and external 
affairs at Piedmont 
Healthcare in Atlanta 
and represents the 
seven-hospital system 
before local, state and 
federal governments 
on a wide array of 
regulatory and tax 
issues. Worthy was 
previously director 
of government and 
external affairs for the 
State Bar of Georgia.

2011

ALEXANDER K. COX 
joined Knox McLaugh-
lin Gornall & Sennett as 
an associate in Erie, Pa. 
He focuses his practice 
on commercial 
litigation.

RACHEL BROWN MINK, 
an attorney adviser with 
the Division of Quality 
at the Social Security 
Administration’s Office 
of Disability Adjudica-
tion and Review in Ar-
lington, Va., and NOAH 

MINK, an associate at 
Baker Botts in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he pri-
marily practices in the 
areas of international 
arbitration and white-
collar criminal defense 
and investigations, wel-
comed their first child, 
Emma Katherine, on 
April 17. They live in 
Alexandria, Va., and 
report that their new-
born “enjoys typical 
baby activities of eating 
and sleeping.” 

LUCAS BEIRNE has 
joined the Federal 
Reserve Board as an 
attorney in the banking 
enforcement group. He 
lives in Washington, 
D.C., with his wife, 
Amanda.

Capt. TRAVIS P. BRIN-

TON received the 2015 
Legal Assistance for 
Military Personnel 
Distinguished Service 
Award from the U.S. 
Air Force. Stationed 
with the 633rd Air 
Base Wing, Office 
of the Staff Judge 
Advocate, Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis, Va., 
he led the Air Combat 
Command’s busiest 
legal assistance office 
in 2015. Faced with a 
six-month backlog, he 
streamlined service 
to retirees and family 
members and reduced 
the wait list to zero.

KELLEN FOWLER is 
the director of busi-
ness development for 
1-800 CONTACTS in 
Salt Lake City. He was 

2012

ADVOCATING FOR YOUTH 

IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM 

JEREE THOMAS ’11 is the new policy director for the Cam-
paign for Youth Justice in Washington, D.C., an organi-
zation dedicated to ending the prosecution, sentencing 
and incarceration of youth in the adult criminal justice 
system. 

Thomas joined the campaign from the JustChildren 
Program of the Legal Aid Justice Center in Richmond, 
Va., where she began her legal career in 2011 as a 
Skadden Fellow representing youth who had problems 
in their education and their re-entry into society after 
incarceration. Her work there won her recognition in 
June as she became the inaugural recipient of the Youth 
Justice Emerging Leader Award, given by the National 
Juvenile Justice Network.

The problem of youth incarceration in the United 
States is a pressing one, Thomas said. Some 200,000 
youths are tried as adults each year, more than in any 
other country in the world. 

“Research, data and experience tell us that treating 
youth as adults does not improve public safety or reha-
bilitate the youth,” said Thomas, who participated in the 
Child Advocacy Clinic while in Law School. “Unfortu-
nately, they are more likely to be put in solitary confine-
ment, 36 times more likely to commit suicide than their 
peers held in juvenile facilities, and are disproportion-
ately the victims of sexual violence in adult facilities.” 

As an attorney for JustChildren, Thomas laid the 
groundwork for the RISE for Youth Coalition, a Virgin-
ia-based nonpartisan coalition that supports community 
alternatives to youth incarceration. She also helped 
create Performing Statistics, a project that allowed her 
to work with youth who were released from the Rich-
mond Detention Center; three days a week, three hours 
a day, she worked side by side with artists and advocates 
to create art that supports jail reform. When she saw 
that one of her clients had the potential to be a commu-
nity organizer, she mentored him so that he had the 
skills to do the job.

“If we want young people to become law-abiding 
adults, we have to teach them how to do that,” she said.

—Rebecca Barns
THERE IS A STRONG contingent of UVA Law alums in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Florida, including the U.S. 
attorney himself, A. LEE BENTLEY III ’83. Displaying their school spirit, 
some of the UVA Law contingent came together for a photo at a recent 
swearing-in ceremony for new assistant U.S. attorneys, including 
MANDY RIEDEL ’00, CARLTON GAMMONS ’10, TAYLOR STOUT ’10, 
JEREMY BLOOR ’09, A. LEE BENTLEY ’83, ERIC GERARD ’10, SHEA 
GIBBONS ’12 and GERMAINE SEIDER ’09.

Photo submitted by TAYLOR STOUT ’10

FOCUSED 
ON ISSUES 
OF EQUALITY
IN JUNE, KENT PIACENTI ’12 was named one of the nation’s 
best LGBT lawyers under 40 by the LGBT Bar Associa-
tion for his professional achievements and commitment 
to issues of equality. He is an associate with Vinson & 
Elkins in Dallas, where he focuses on complex commer-
cial and appellate litigation. 

Piacenti was vice president of the Lambda Law Alli-
ance at the Law School, and since graduating has 
worked for diversity and equality in both the legal field 
and in the community. He is actively involved in pro 
bono work and has represented media organizations as 
amici curiae at the Supreme Court of Texas, and repre-
sented a social justice organization as amicus curiae at 
the U.S. Supreme Court. He is co-chair of the Dallas 
Leadership Committee of Lambda Legal, the nation’s 
oldest and largest legal organization working for the 
civil rights of lesbians, gay men and people with HIV/
AIDS. 

Piacenti serves on the board of directors for the 
Turtle Creek Chorale, a gay men’s chorus that is among 
the most-recorded singing groups in the world. He also 
finds time to mentor aspiring lawyers, most recently 
coaching a team from Southern Methodist University’s 
Dedman School of Law at the Williams Institute Moot 
Court, a competition focused on LGBT and gender 
matters. 

He has published on issues involving anti-gay bully-
ing in schools and the challenges LGBT people face 
under immigration and citizenship law. In 2014, he co-
authored “Immigration’s Family Values” with Law 
School professor Kerry Abrams, which investigates how 
immigration and citizenship law decide parental rights. 
The article was published in the Virginia Law Review.

—Rebecca Barns
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STEVEN D. RYAN joined 
DLA Piper in Northern 
Virginia as an associate. 
He works with JEFF 

LEHRER ’96 in the emerg-
ing growth and venture 
capital practice. Ryan and 
his wife, Danielle, wel-
comed their second child, 
Max, to their family in 
September 2015.

BENTON YORK is clerk-
ing for a judge on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit for the 2016 
term, after three years in 
private practice. He lives 
in Jackson, Miss., with 
his wife, Meg.

 2014
CORBIN BLACKFORD 
and his wife, Kristin, 
celebrated the birth of 
their son, Henry Kellum 
Blackford, on April 3. 
Corbin joined his wife in 
the family business, the 
Taste of Texas Restau-
rant, as general counsel. 
The Corbins reside in 
Houston.

RON FISHER joined the 
San Francisco office of 
Latham & Watkins. Prior 
to joining Latham, he 
clerked for Judge Mi-
chelle T. Friedland of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit.

JENNA REEKIE joined 
Thompson & Knight in 
Dallas as an associate in 
the real estate and bank-
ing practice group.

ARIANNA M. CALDWELL 
joined Caplin & Dry-
sdale in Washington, 
D.C., as an associate 
in the international 
tax, private client, and 
business, investment 
and transactional tax 
groups.

2016

previously a strategy 
consultant for the Bos-
ton Consulting Group in 
Dallas. Fowler and his 
wife, Sarah, have two 
daughters, 2-year-old 
Madison and 3-month-
old Claire.

KATHERINE SCHADLER 

JORDAN joined Cham-
berlain, Hrdlicka, 
White, Williams & 
Aughtry as an associate 
in the tax controversy 
and litigation practice in 
Philadelphia. She previ-
ously clerked for Judge 
Joseph W. Nega in the 
U.S. Tax Court; prior to 
that, she practiced with 
Moore & Van Allen.

JASON LYNCH joined 
the Department of Jus-
tice as a trial attorney in 
the Fraud Section, Civil 
Division after clerking 
for a year for U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Rosemary 
M. Collyer. He and his 
wife, Becca, welcomed 
their second son into 
the world last fall. The 
family lives in Alexan-
dria, Va.

GEORGIA VARLAN MAN 
was promoted to deputy 
general counsel to Illi-
nois Gov. Bruce Rauner. 
She also serves as chief 
compliance officer for 
the state of Illinois. 
Prior to working for the 
governor, Varlan Man 
was a corporate associ-
ate with Kirkland & 
Ellis in Chicago.

ESHA MANKODI re-
ceived the 2016 Free-
dom of Information 

Award from the ACLU 
of Southern California 
for her pro bono work. 
Mankodi filed and 
litigated the ACLU’s 
Freedom of Information 
Act request to the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immi-
gration Service regard-
ing the Controlled Ap-
plication and Resolution 
Review Program and 
the negative impact it 
has had on immigrants 
to the U.S. She is an 
associate with Jones 
Day in Washington, 
D.C., where she focuses 
her practice on complex 
commercial litigation.

DAVID PEREZ serves 
as director of business 
affairs for CBS Studios 
International. He is 
responsible for advising 
on global distribution 
of television content 
and negotiating and 
drafting international 
television license agree-
ments. He lives in Los 
Angeles.

EMILY RENZELLI is list-
ed among the top 40 
young lawyers on the 
rise in 2016 by the 
American Bar Associa-
tion. She is an associate 
with White & Case in 
Washington, D.C., and 
focuses her practice on 

antitrust and white-
collar matters. Renzelli 
has worked in the U.S. 
and abroad defending 
the rights of individuals 
with HIV/AIDS.

BILLY EASLEY II is a 
congressional liaison 
and legislative specialist 
with the U.S. Sentenc-
ing Commission in 
Washington, D.C. He 
was previously legal 
counsel at the office of 
U.S. Sen. Rand Paul. 
Easley continues to 
undertake pro bono 
housing work for the 
underserved in the 
district.

GABRIEL HIPPOLYTE 
is an assistant district 
attorney with the New 
York District Attorney’s 
Office, where he prose-
cutes a variety of felony 
offenses. In August he 
married the former 
Stephanie Gonzalez-
Vitale in Portland, Ore., 
and they honeymooned 
in Alaska.

NICHOLAS MATICH 

is an associate with 
Bancroft in Wash-
ington, D.C., where 
he specializes in ap-
pellate litigation and 
strategic counseling, 
with a particular focus 
on intellectual prop-
erty matters. Matich 
was previously with 
Williams & Connolly. 
He lives in Northern 
Virginia with his wife, 
Elise, and their three 
children.

2013

ALUMNI RETURNED TO CHARLOTTESVILLE 
FOR UVA LAW ALUMNI WEEKEND, MAY 13-15. 

NICOLE SARRINE ’16 took the oath of attorney on Oct. 11 before 
Judge VICTOR WOLSKI ’91 at the U.S. Court of Federal Claims 
in Washington, D.C. “Judge Wolski and I met at the Federalist 
Society’s National Lawyers Convention back in 2015, and we 
caught up at a UVA Federalist Society breakfast for alumni and 
students during Reunion Weekend back in May,” she writes. “As we 
are both proud UVA Law alumni, and we were both very involved in 
the UVA Federalist Society chapter during our respective times at 
the Law School, I’m sure you can imagine how special it was for me 
to be sworn into the profession by Judge Wolski. What an excellent 
example of the power of the UVA Law network!”

MORE THAN 1,300 
ALUMNI ATTENDED 
FROM THE CLASSES 
OF 1956, ’61, ’66, ’71, 

’76, ’81, ’86, ’91, ’96, ’01, 
’06 AND ’11.

CLASS OF 2012 CLASSMATES CAROLYN NGUYEN, TERRELL USSING, 
CINDY KUNG, VERONICA LEW and COURTNEY MARELLO attended 
an event at the home of Jami Wintz McKeon, the chair of Morgan, Lewis 
& Bockius in Philadelphia, during the firm’s mid-level associate academy.

WORKING TO END 
WORKPLACE 
DISCRIMINATION
CHRISTINE TSCHIDERER ’12 recently helped represent a 
former employee of Chipotle Mexican Grill in a discrim-
ination case that was hailed as a major victory for 
working women. The jury ruled in August that the em-
ployee had been discriminated against and was ulti-
mately fired for being pregnant. The jury awarded 
damages of $550,000, which was later amended to 
$350,000 under a Title VII damages cap. 

Tschiderer’s client, Doris Garcia Hernandez, pre-
pared food in a Chipotle in Washington, D.C., where she 
received positive performance reviews. After telling her 
supervisor she was pregnant, she said he limited her 
access to drinking water and refused to allow her to take 
routine breaks. A few months later, he denied her 
request to leave work early to go to a prenatal doctor’s 
appointment, but she went anyway. He fired her the 
next day.

 “The facts of this case epitomize the type of work 
that I’ve done over the past two years and highlight the 
significant need for legal services in this area,” Tschi-
derer said. “Unfortunately, pregnant women working in 
physically demanding jobs like food service, retail and 
janitorial services often experience the type of treat-
ment that Ms. Garcia did. I’m glad to see that this case 
has shone a light on these issues.”

While in law school, Tschiderer advocated for 
women, children and families in the Child Advocacy 
Clinic at and later interned with the National Partner-
ship for Women and Families and Children’s Rights. She 
joined the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights and Urban Affairs in 2014 as an Equal Justice 
Works Fellow, where she has focused on fighting the 
type of discrimination against pregnancy and family 
responsibilities experienced by immigrant women 
working in low-wage jobs. She became a staff attorney at 
the Washington Lawyers’ Committee in September.

“We were extremely pleased with the jury’s verdict,” 
she said. “It vindicated my client, Ms. Garcia, for bravely 
taking a stand on behalf of her family and pregnant 
workers everywhere, and it sent a strong message to 
employers that this type of behavior is intolerable.”

—Rebecca Barns
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THE 
TEXAS 
PHYSICIAN’S 
ACCOUNTABLE 
CARE GUIDE
JULIAN “BO” BOBBITT ’77

TEXAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

 
THIS BOOK arms physi-
cians with knowledge 
and confidence as they 
consider joining or 
forming an accountable 
care organization. 

THE LAW OF 
ELECTRONIC 
SIGNATURES
2016 EDITION
JEREMIAH BUCKLEY ’69

THOMSON REUTERS

THIS BOOK is a guide to 
electronic signatures 
and records laws, 
including the context 
in which the laws were 
adopted and the ways 
in which the authors 
believe the drafters 
intended them to be 
interpreted. 

THE 
INVENTOR’S 
DILEMMA: THE 
REMARKABLE 
LIFE OF H. JOSEPH 
GERBER
DAVID GERBER ’88 

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS

THE EXTRAORDINARY 
life and career of the 
iconic 20th-century 
inventor, technologist 
and business magnate 
H. Joseph Gerber is ex-
amined in this biogra-
phy written by his son, 
based on unique access 
to unpublished sources. 
A Holocaust survivor 
whose early experiences 
shaped his ethos of 
invention, Gerber pio-
neered important devel-
opments in engineering, 
electronics, printing, 
apparel, aerospace and 
numerous other areas, 
playing an essential role 
in the transformation of 
American industry. 

100 THINGS 
VIRGINIA FANS 
SHOULD KNOW 
& DO BEFORE 
THEY DIE 
BRIAN LEUNG ’08

TRIUMPH BOOKS

“STREAKING the Lawn” 
website founder and 
editor-in-chief Brian 

Leung has created the 
ultimate resource 
for true fans of the 
Virginia Cavaliers, 
whether you’re a die-
hard booster from the 
days of Terry Holland 
or a recent supporter of 
the team. Leung ranks 
the 100 things every fan 
needs to know and do in 
their lifetime, provid-
ing an entertaining and 
easy-to-follow checklist 
as you progress on your 
way to ’Hoos fan super-
stardom.

MOMMY 
NEEDS A RAISE
SARAH PARSHALL 

PERRY ’99

REVELL

SARAH Parshall Perry 
knew that raising kids 
would be different from 
climbing the corporate 
ladder. But she wasn’t 
ready for just how dif-
ferent once she left the 
corporate world with a 
plan to “win” at moth-
ering. 

CAN YOU STIFF 
YOUR DIVORCE 
LAWYER? 
TALES OF 
HOW CUNNING 
CLIENTS CAN 
GET FREE 
LEGAL WORK, 
AS TOLD BY AN 
EXPERIENCED 
DIVORCE 
ATTORNEY
PORTIA PORTER ’01

CHEETAH PRESS

A HUMOROUS overview 
of red tape, rules and 
regulations that prevent 
lawyers from collecting 
on an invoice.

PATRICK HENRY: 
PROCLAIMING A 
REVOLUTION
JOHN RAGOSTA ’84 

TAYLOR & FRANCIS

OFTEN referred to as 
“the voice of the Revolu-
tion,” Patrick Henry 
played a vital role in 
helping to launch the 
revolt of the American 
colonies against British 
rule. As a leading anti-
federalist, he argued 
against the ratification 
of the Constitution, 
and at the state level, 
he opposed Thomas 
Jefferson’s Statute of 
Religious Freedom in 

Virginia. In both his 
political triumphs and 
defeats, Henry was 
influential in establish-
ing the nature of public 
discourse for a genera-
tion of new Americans.

LIVING THE 
WORLD WAR: 
A WEEKLY 
EXPLORATION 
OF THE 
AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE IN 
WORLD WAR I, 
VOLUME ONE
DONALD N. ZILLMAN 

LL.M. ’73 

and Elizabeth Elsbach

VANDEPLAS PUBLISHERS

THE AUTHORS use the 
Congressional Record 
and The New York 
Times to see how an 
American citizen would 
have experienced World 
War I without knowing 
what would come next. 
In addition to the war, 
the country also de-
bated women’s suffrage, 
race relations, Prohi-
bition, the rights of 
organized labor, the rec-
onciliation of the North 
and the South, and coal 
and fuel shortages. That 
experience of war, and 
the emerging national 
issues during that time 
period, still profoundly 
shape America in the 
21st century. 

THE LAST RUN
STEPHEN CLARKSON ’62

PETER E. RANDALL

PROHIBITION in 
the 1920s is often 
recalled as a big-city 
phenomenon— 
speakeasies, 
bootlegging mobsters, 
the flaunting of the 
constitutional edict 
by the urban wealthy, 
and the tragic plight of 
the city’s poor. But the 
18th Amendment and 
the Volstead Act also 
had a devastating—and 
highly dramatic—effect 
on everyday people in 
small towns throughout 
the country. Inspired 
by a real newspaper 
headline from 1929, 
“The Last Run” is a 
story about that impact.

KILLER LOOK
LINDA FAIRSTEIN ’72 

DUTTON

READERS delve deep 
into New York City’s 
fashion scene—the 
Garment District, 
Fashion Week, the 
brutal competition to be 
the best, and the dark 
business deals that force 
designers’ hands in the 
latest from New York 
Times bestseller Linda 

Fairstein. Fan-favorite 
Alexandra Cooper is in 
a more vulnerable state 
than ever before as the 
superficial layers of glitz 
and glamour are peeled 
away. 

FIRST COMES 
LOVE
EMILY GIFFIN ’97

BALLANTINE BOOKS

A PAIR of sisters 
find themselves at a 
crossroads in this story 
about family, friendship 
and the courage to 
follow your own heart—
wherever that may lead. 
In their journey toward 
understanding and 
forgiveness, both sisters 
discover that they need 
each other more than 
they knew—and that 
in the search for true 
happiness, love always 
comes first.

WE ARE STILL 
TORNADOES
MICHAEL KUN ’88 

and SUSAN MULLEN ’88

ST. MARTIN’S GRIFFIN

SET IN the early 
1980s, “We Are Still 
Tornadoes” is told 
entirely through 
the correspondence 
between two high 

school friends when 
one goes off to college 
(Cath) while the other 
stays at home (Scott) 
to get his band off the 
ground. Neither of them 
realized that their first 
year after high school 
would be so hard. 

BITTER IS THE 
WIND
JIM MCDERMOTT ’85

CUNE PRESS

DO AMERICANS live 
in a land of freedom 
and equality where 
people with vision, 
brains and a strong 
work ethic can have 
rewarding lives? Or is 
ours a society where 
well-being, dignity 
and independence are 
reserved for a narrow 
elite? This coming of 
age novel traces the 
lives of George Johnson 
Jr. and his father from 
the rural blue-collar 
landscape of upstate 
New York in the 1970s 
to the halls of Wharton 
Business School and the 
heights of Wall Street. 

INTO THE 
CYCLORAMA
ANNIE KIM ’99 

SOUTHERN INDIANA REVIEW 

PRESS

IN THIS collection of 
poems that explores 
identity, family and 
the hunger to know 
what can’t be known, 
readers will discover 
both vividly recreated 
scenes and the rips in 
the canvas. They enter 
works like the 19th-
century Gettysburg 
Cyclorama at the heart 
of the book, asking: 
What art can we 
make out of violence? 
What shape from 
loss? Like snow that 
leaves no trace in the 
photographed garden, 
“Into the Cyclorama” 
answers: Form is 
everything, even at its 
most transient.

ALUMNI 
BOOKS

FICTIONNONFICTION POETRY
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CLASS NOTES IN MEMORIAM

Howard E. DeMuth Jr. ’48
Towson, Md.
May 14, 2016

Romaine S. Scott Jr. ’48
Birmingham, Ala.

July 11, 2016

Harry L. Cohn ’49
Williamsburg, Va.

March 24, 2016

Edgar P. Cardwell Jr. ’53
Alexandria, Va.

April 15, 2016

David P. Seaman ’53
Bedford, N.Y.
July 24, 2016

Homer C. Eliades ’54
Hopewell, Va.
July 28, 2016

Gardiner M. Haight ’54
Virginia Beach, Va.

May 6, 2016

Rouhollah K. “Ruhi” Ramazani, S.J.D. ’54
Charlottesville, Va. 

Oct. 5, 2016

Frank K. Saunders ’55
Roanoke, Va.
Aug. 3, 2016

Charles E. Wehland ’55
Raleigh, N.C.
July 8, 2016

Orrin L. French ’56
Woodstock, Va.
April 22, 2016

Perry H. O’Neal ’57
Delray Beach, Fla.

May 14, 2016

Charles A. Bradley III ’58
Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.

May 23, 2016

Ferdinand L. Salomon II ’58
Pensacola, Fla.

July 7, 2016

Harold C. Arcaro Jr. ’59
Providence, R.I.

July 1, 2016

John Edward Houser ’59
Thomasville, Ga.
March 30, 2016

Wilbur Wright Moulton ’59
Pensacola, Fla.

April 7, 2016

C. Arthur Rutter Jr. ’59
Virginia Beach, Va.

April 12, 2016

George Gilmer Grattan IV ’60
Charlottesville, Va.

Sept. 11, 2016

Philip B. Whitaker ’61
Lookout Mountain, Tenn.

July 30, 2016

Arthur M. Bjontegard Jr. ’62
Columbia, S.C.
June 29, 2016

Nicholas E. Persin ’62
Tazewell, Va.
Aug. 24, 2016

Warner R. Wilson Jr. ’62
Atlanta, Ga.

June 27, 2016

Boyce F. Martin Jr. ’63
Louisville, Ky.

June 1, 2016

William F. Weidlich ’63
New York, N.Y.

July 3, 2016

Charles Hampton Mauzy III ’64
Winston-Salem, N.C.

July 2, 2016

Tristram T. Hyde IV ’65
Lively, Va.

April 18, 2016

Henry G. Pannell ’65
Atlanta, Ga.
Sept. 4, 2016

Douglas M. Swift Jr. ’65
Winchester, Va.

April 25, 2016

Lawrence B. Chandler Jr. ’66
Charlottesville, Va.

March 31, 2016

Keith A. Greiner ’66
Washington, D.C.

May 31, 2016

James Allan Smith ’66
Atlanta, Ga.

July 24, 2016

Henry H. Rossbacher ’68
Los Angeles, Calif.

June 8, 2015

Paul T. Ruxin ’68
Chicago, Ill.

April 15, 2016

W. Lawrence Larche ’69
Boca Raton, Fla.

July 15, 2016

Richard S. Mendelson ’69
Fairfax, Va.

May 16, 2016

Clothilde Camille Long ’71
Washington, D.C.

May 29, 2016

Jack Wayne Gravely ’72
Petersburg, Va.

Aug. 15, 2016
 

James Elbert Herget ’72
Kerrville, Texas

April 27, 2016

James M. Wootton ’76
Dillwyn, Va.
Aug. 22, 2016

Anthony R. H. Fussa ’77
Baldwin, N.Y.
July 26, 2016

William T. Quillen ’82
Wilmington, Del.

Aug. 19, 2016

James W. Huston ’84
Escondido, Calif.

April 14, 2016

Jonathan W. Harlow Jr. ’85
Hingham, Mass.

May 29, 2016

William Norris III ’86
West Monroe, La.

July 13, 2016

Janet Rothwell Smith ’88
Great Falls, Va.
Nov. 25, 2014

Andrew R. Gladin ’00
Chatham, N.J.
Aug. 30, 2016

Alex C. McDonald ’01
San Diego, Calif.

Sept. 9, 2016
IN MEMORIAM
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What kinds of cases do you 
like to see on your docket? 

My experience is that any case 
on which you work hard 
enough becomes interesting, 
but the constitutional law and 
tax cases are of particular in-
terest to me, and the death 
penalty cases are the most dif-
ficult for me.

What’s an important lesson 
you’ve learned in the 
courtroom? 

Preparation is the key to 
success. Preparation requires 
work—thinking hard about a 
case and its possible ramifica-
tions—and imagination in for-
mulating a satisfactory theory 
as to why the court should resolve the case in your favor. 
As I constantly remind myself and my clerks, briefing and 
arguing a case in a way that persuasively anticipates and 
answers a court’s questions is a good deal more difficult 
than posing the questions. But it can be done, and it does 
not require a natural orator—for a thoughtful lawyer is far 
more persuasive, and far more helpful, than a glib one.

What makes a good judge? 
Many of the same things that make a good lawyer or a 
good person make a good judge. Honesty, patience, curios-
ity, diligence, intellectual humility, a sense of humor, and a 
striving to leave individual prejudices behind and do 
justice are all important.

If I wasn’t a judge, I would be... 
In college I thought about trying to become an actress. 
Since successful actresses are pretty rare and my talents are 
limited, if I had not found the law, I would probably be un-
employed.

You were one of only two women 
in a class of 250 at UVA Law. What 
came to mind when you heard 
Dean Risa Goluboff would take 
the helm? 

I was excited for Risa—and for 
the Law School. With her in-
stallation, I couldn’t help think-
ing that the Law School had 
come a long way from the days 
when all the “lady law stu-
dents” shared one small bath-
room-lounge in Clark Hall, or 
the time when a professor lost 
his seating chart and so drilled 
this “lady” (the only person 
whose name he knew) for the 
entire hour. UVA was a won-
derful place when I was there 
and has become even more 

wonderful with the more diverse student body.

What’s your favorite memory from law school? 
I have many fond memories, including the thrill of moot 
court, the heated discussions about arcane legal principles, 
the Libel Show, walks in the fragrant Charlottesville 
spring and the many dinner parties. I particularly remem-
ber the kindness of my first-year, small-section classmates; 
some of them asked me to join their study group. That was 
a lucky day for me—most of the study group later served on 
the Law Review.  

You have the last word. What do you want to say? 
UVA provided me with an excellent education, a deep 
appreciation of Southerners and some of the happiest days 
of my life—and perhaps most importantly, a kind and 
tolerant husband [J. Frederick Motz ’67]. I am very 
grateful. Thank you.

DESCRIBE YOUR JOB and what you like about it.  

THE LAST WORD 
Diana Gribbon Motz ’68
JUDGE, U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

I am a member of the court that resolves appeals from federal trial courts in Maryland, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. These cases present a wide variety of issues ranging from 
financial disputes sometimes involving millions of dollars, to assertions of constitutional rights, to death 
penalty cases, to determination of the rights of enemy combatants. All are important to the litigants and so 
demand the best from the judges. Who wouldn’t like such interesting work? 



ALUMNI 
EVENTS

DEC. 8—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Metropolitan Club
6:30-8:30 P.M. holiday reception

DEC. 15—CHARLOTTESVILLE

Keswick Hall
6:30-8 P.M. holiday reception

JAN. 19—ORLANDO

Orange County Regional 
History Center

6-7:30 P.M. reception

JAN. 25—DALLAS

Jackson Walker
6-7:30 P.M. reception

JAN. 26—HOUSTON

Four Seasons Houston
6-7:30 P.M. reception

FEB. 8—ATLANTA

The Wimbish House
11:45 A.M. reception
12:15 P.M. luncheon

FEB. 8—BIRMINGHAM 

The Westin Birmingham 
6-7:30 P.M. reception

FEB. 16—PHILADELPHIA

The Logan    6-7:30 P.M. reception

FEB. 17—WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

Hotel duPont
11:45 A.M. reception
12:15 P.M. luncheon

FEB. 22—NEW YORK CITY

Yale Club            11:45 A.M. reception
12:15 P.M. luncheon

MARCH 8—NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Ritz Carlton, Tysons Corner
6:30-8 P.M. reception

MARCH 9—BALTIMORE

Brown Advisory
6-7:30 P.M. reception

MARCH 29—CHARLOTTE

McGuireWoods
6-7:30 P.M. reception

MAY 12-14—LAW ALUMNI WEEKEND

ALL are welcome to 
attend reunions 

at the Law School.

MAY 13—ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE LAW SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Law School

JUNE 1—RICHMOND

Jefferson Hotel
6-7:30 P.M. reception

JUNE 7—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mayflower Hotel
11:45 A.M. reception
12:15 P.M. luncheon

CONNECT WITH ALUMNI AT A RECEPTION NEAR YOU. | WWW.LAW.VIRGINIA.EDU/ALUMNI 

facebook.com/uvalaw 

youtube.com/uvalaw 

instagram.com/uvalaw 

twitter.com/uvalaw

580 Massie Road
Charlottesville, Virginia 
22903-1738 

VOICE: 434.924.3466
TOLL FREE: 877.307.0158

FAX: 434.296.4838
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