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FROM DEAN PAUL G. MAHONEY

This issue of UVA Lawyer is—to a greater extent than we 
expected or hoped—about saying goodbye. During the spring, 
we lost two extraordinary people who began their academic 
careers on our faculty. Beth Garrett ’88, the newly inaugu-
rated president of Cornell University, died in March. We in-
terviewed her for this issue with regard to her selection as the recipient of 
the University’s Distinguished Alumna Award, given by the Maxine Platzer 
Lynn Women’s Center. Beth was due to come to Charlottesville in April for 
the award ceremony.
 Antonin Scalia was a full-time member of our faculty from 1967-74 and 
thereafter taught here from time to time as an adjunct until his appointment 
to the Supreme Court in 1986. He was scheduled to come to Charlottesville 
at the time of his death to be the keynote speaker at the Federalist Society’s 
National Student Symposium, held this year at the Law School. Former stu-
dents and law clerks offer their memories of the justice in these pages.
 On a lighter but still bittersweet note, my friend and colleague David Martin 
retires at the end of this academic year after 36 years on the faculty. David 
epitomized the professor who is as much at home in the world of policy and 
practice as in the classroom and the library. His service with the Depart-
ments of Homeland Security, State and Justice helped solidify his towering 
presence in international law, particularly the law of immigration and citi-
zenship. He offers some thoughts on his extraordinary career inside.
 I will also make a transition at the end of the academic year, returning 
from the deanship to full-time teaching and research at the Law School. Of 
all the privileges I have enjoyed as dean, none compares to the time I have 
spent with you, our alumni and friends, at events around the country. You 
are a wonderful reminder that our students not only join a uniquely close 
community, but remain members of that community for life. I’m grateful 
that I can continue to be a part of it.
 As always, this issue contains several pieces prominently featuring our 
remarkably accomplished alumni. None will bring a bigger smile than our 
celebration of Mort Caplin’s 100th birthday. Mort has done so much, for so 
long, to make the Law School the place it is today. On July 11, we’ll all be 
raising a toast to Mort. He’ll probably be in the office working.
 You will also notice a few changes in layout and content in this issue. It 
seemed time to freshen up our look a bit. I hope you like it and of course we 
welcome your reactions.
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Researching Peace in Colombia 
▲  JOSHUA BURK, 

RYAN LINDSAY, 

LENA AL-MARZOOG, 

MICHELLE SYNHORST, 

JEAN ZHUANG 

AND MAC TENG in 

Bogota, where 

graffiti often 

expresses social 

commentary. 

STUDENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS STUDY PROJECT recently traveled to Bogota, 
Colombia, to examine the ongoing peace negotiations between the 
Colombian government and leaders of the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia, the largest guerrilla group in the South American country. 
Known as Cowan Fellows, Lena Al-Marzoog ’17 and Class of 2016 members 
Joshua Burk, Ryan Lindsay, Michelle Synhorst, Mac Teng and Jean Zhuang 
spent 15 days of their winter break conducting the field research. If the 
negotiations are successful, the final agreement could end a 50-year armed 
conflict that has claimed the lives of more than 200,000 people and 
internally displaced more than 6 million Colombians. 

SNAPSHOTCONTENTS
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QUOTED

“AS FOR the 
energy security 

argument  
for ethanol, 
well, we are 

awash in oil.” 
—PROFESSOR 

JASON S. 
JOHNSTON 

(AgWeb)

“ONCE WE 
realized what 
was inside the 

bag, I had a 
difficult time 

containing my 
excitement. … I 
looked over at 

Professor 
Givens and 

whispered that 
we had just hit 
the jackpot.” 

—Innocence Project 
Clinic student 

SABRINE TRIBIÉ ’17, 
describing what 

happened when the 
clinic found a PERK 

kit and other 
physical evidence 

after being told the 
evidence in their 
client’s case had 
been destroyed

“THE REMEDY for local 
corruption or mismanagement 

is not for state officials 
to take over those cities but 

for local citizens 
to do so—through the po-
litical process. 
Citizens are capable of 

self-rule. And when they 
are given the opportunity, 

they can govern well, even 
if not perfectly. But first we must 
trust them.”
—PROFESSOR RICHARD SCHRAGGER on 
the Flint water crisis and how to empower 
city-dwellers (Slate)

“I DID 
nothing 
for one 
month 

but 
prepare. I 

talked 
a lot to 

the wall.” 
—JONATHAN SALLET ’78 on how he 

prepared to defend the FCC’s most 
contentious policy, net neutrality, before the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia (The New York Times)

“INTERESTINGLY 
ENOUGH, of the five 

black students in the 
Law School, four of 
us went to the same 
high school. And all 

of us had chemistry 
from Aline Hicks.”

—JAMES W. BENTON JR. ’70, 
retired Virginia Court of Appeals judge, 

on the inspirational high school teacher who 
fought for fair pay for black instructors

“THE DAYS when [a] loosey-
goosey interpretive style 
was permitted are over. … 
Originalism is baked in, 

whatever your political ori-
entation, and I think it’s going 

to be baked in for a long, long time.”
—SLATE’S DAHLIA LITHWICK 
on Justice Antonin Scalia’s legacy

“MY PARENTS never indicated 
that there was anything a woman 

couldn’t do on account of her 
gender. So in some ways my up-

bringing sent me into the world 
with a confidence that no 

one has been able to shake. 
One message I always try 

to impart to young 
women is that confidence, 

self-assurance, and the 
willingness to take on 

people who are wrong or biased 
is an important part of success.”

—ELIZABETH GARRETT ’88, 
the first female president of Cornell 

University, who died March 6  

“…LITIGATION 
in this space 

seems 
virtually 

certain, as 
federal and 
state govern-

ments struggle for 
regulatory control 

of the hazy area 
between safety 

and privacy.”
—PROFESSOR ASHLEY DEEKS on drone 
regulations (Lawfare)
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“WE NEED verdicts 
sending a similar 
message about 
what happens when 
bankers gamble 

recklessly with 
people’s 
livelihoods.”
—PROFESSOR BRANDON 
GARRETT comparing bankers 

to a CEO recently convicted of 
violating federal mining safety 

standards (Slate)

“WE REALLY 
trust the 

political process 
rather than the 

law to prevent 
government abuse 

of power.” 

—PROFESSOR DARRYL BROWN, 
describing what he learned about Americans 

while writing his new book

“THIS IS A STORY 
that’s always 

going to be 
relevant, 
because 
there’s always 

going to be a 
tension between 

how much power 
the police have and 
how much liberty 
individuals have.”
—PROFESSOR RISA GOLUBOFF on her 
book, “Vagrant Nation: Police Power, 
Constitutional Change and the Making of the 
1960s”

QUOTED

“IN INVOKING 

executive privilege 
in such a 

wholesale 
way—
attempting 
to keep 
secret over 

10,000 
documents—

the administration 
has given yet 
another black eye 
to the concept 
of executive 
privilege. … The 
Net Worth Sweep 
smells like rotting 
fish, and some 
cleansing is 
desperately in 
order.” 
—PROFESSOR SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH 
on litigation filed by shareholders of Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac (The National 
Review)

“I’M NOT THAT 
SURPRISED 

that the two of 
them would 
wind up on 

the same side of 
the case.”

—PROFESSOR CYNTHIA 
NICOLETTI on Alexander Hamilton 

and Aaron Burr serving as trial 
co-counsel in a murder case early 

in their careers (BackStory)

“IT’S TIME for 
those supremely 
talented young 

football and 
basketball 

players to help 
themselves to a 
better future.”

—DONALD H. 
YEE ’87, 
writing 

on why college 
athletes should

 be paid 
(The Washington 

Post)
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DISCOVERY

ANDREW FERGUSON ’12 
and Austin Raynor ’13 
will clerk for U.S. 
Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence 
Thomas in the 2016 
term.

Virginia is fourth 
in contributing the 
most clerks to the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court from 2005-
16, after Harvard, 
Stanford and Yale; 
four graduates are 
currently clerking at 
the court.  

Raynor, originally 
from Charlottesville, 
is an associate at 
Sullivan & Cromwell 
in Washington, D.C., 

where he focuses 
on trial and appellate 
litigation. He clerked 
for Judge J. Harvie 
Wilkinson III ’72, of 
the 

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
in Charlottesville 

during the 2013 term. 
“I feel very lucky 

because these sorts of 
things come along 
only once in a 
lifetime,” Raynor 
said. “I have 

enormous respect 
for Justice 

Thomas, both 
as a person and 
a judge, and I 
think he’s one 
of the most 

principled 
justices ever to 

sit the bench. 
There are lots of 

things to look 
forward to.”

Ferguson, who 
hails from Harrison-

burg, Virginia, 
is an associate 
at the law 
firm Ban-
croft in 
Washington, 
D.C., where 
he works as an 
appellate litiga-
tor. He previously 
worked as an intern 
for Norman K. Moon 
’62 of the U.S. District 
Court for the 
Western District of 
Virginia and as a 
clerk for Karen 
LeCraft Henderson 
of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit. 

“Obtaining this 

clerkship had very 
little, if anything, 
to do with me,” 
Ferguson said. “My 
recommenders at the 
Law School and, in 
particular, Judge 
Henderson, really 
went to bat for me. I 
imagine that’s what 
separated me from 

the hundreds of other 
applications, so many 
of which are 
so highly qualified. 
What separates 
me—and all UVA 

students —from the 
pack are the steps 
that others are 
willing to take to 
push the application 
along.” 

ANDREW FERGUSON 

’12

Clerk Tradition Continues 
at the SUPREME COURT 

AUSTIN 

RAYNOR ’13
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SIXTH-GENERATION University of Virginia 
student Phoebe Willis ’17 will serve a one-
year term as the student member of the UVA 
Board of Visitors starting June 1. Her father, 
Gordon Willis ’86, was the first student to 
serve on the board, during the 1983-84 term. 

When she graduates, Willis will be the 
fifth in a line of lawyers from her immediate 
family educated at UVA Law. She will work 
at the law firm Skadden Arps in Washington, 
D.C., this summer. 

Though the student board member doesn’t 
have a vote, Willis will engage with students 
and administration on trends and issues 
affecting UVA, and serve as a voice for the 
student body. 

CHARIS REDMOND ’17 will serve as vice chair of 
the National Black Law Students Association 
for the upcoming year. Redmond, former 
president of the UVA Law BLSA chapter, was 
elected vice chair at NBLSA’s annual conven-

tion in March. Her one-year term began 
April 1. In recent years, several UVA Law 
students have held leadership posts in NBLSA, 
which represents more than 3,000 members 
nationwide. 

Federalist Society 
Student Symposium 

Pays Tribute to SCALIA

PHOEBE WILLIS ’17 
NAMED TO UVA 
BOARD OF VISITORS 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA SCHOOL OF LAW NOW

CHARIS REDMOND ’17 GOES NATIONAL 

▲ FORMER U.S. 

Solicitor General Paul 

Clement paid tribute 

to his one-time boss.

THE FEDERALIST 

SOCIETY’S 35th 
annual student sym-
posium, held Feb. 
26-27, brought more 
than 600 law stu-
dents from across the 
country to the Law 
School to explore 
issues relating to 
poverty and social 
inequality.

Hosted by UVA’s 
student Federalist 
Society chapter, the 
event featured 
Professors John 
Harrison, Jason 
Johnston and Julia 
Mahoney, and Dean 
Paul Mahoney gave 
an introduction.

Justice Antonin 
Scalia had been 

scheduled to speak at 
the main event, a 
dinner at the Omni 
Hotel. Former U.S. 
Solicitor General Paul 
Clement instead led a 
tribute to the late 
justice, his boss when 
he clerked for the 
court.
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DISCOVERY

TWO GRADUATING 
UVA Law students 
and five recent 
alumni now serving 
as clerks have been 
selected to join the 
U.S. Department of 
Justice through its 
Attorney General’s 
Honors Program. 
The program is the 
largest and most 
prestigious federal 
entry-level attorney 
hiring program of its 
kind, and the only 
way for newly 

minted lawyers to 
join the department 
in an attorney 
position.

The department 
has selected Class of 
2016 members 
Rebecca Caruso and 
Heather Diefenbach; 
2015 graduates 
Thomas Johnson, 
Rachel Kincaid, 
Charlie Merritt and 
Katie Robeson; and 
2014 graduate Sarah 
Buckley.

Each year, thou-

sands of students and 
clerks apply for rela-
tively few new posi-
tions. This year’s 
hiring of seven UVA 
Law candidates was 
the largest class the 
school has sent to the 
DOJ in recent 
history, and builds 
on the class of six 
students and clerks 
hired last year.

RYAN EZELLE ’17, a student in the Program 
in Law and Public Service, volunteered at 
the Mississippi Center for Justice as part of 
the Law School’s annual Alternative Spring 
Break. He was asked to perform several 
tasks for the center, which provides 
advocacy for low-income and minority 
residents in the state. One of his jobs was 
crunching numbers that would fill in the 
post-Katrina employment picture and 
demonstrate the bang-for-the-buck of 
federal incentives.

Ezelle discovered that federal grant 
spending cost taxpayers $81,658 per job to 
create or retain 7,394 jobs in the state—a 
dollar amount that could change over 
time as jobs are multiplied, kept or lost. 
(The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s usual limit is 
$50,000 in grants per job, but that limit 
was waived because Katrina was a 
natural disaster.) Ezelle found that 
spending at the state port of Gulfport 
ballooned the per-job dollar amounts, 
which otherwise would be at just under 
$50,000. Also, fewer than half of the 
projects were in the state’s three coastal 
counties, he found. His research was first 
featured in the Mississippi Sun Herald.

Reilly Morse, president and CEO of the 
center, said Ezelle was a “terrific 
volunteer.”

“Ryan was a quick study and careful 
researcher,” Morse said. “His analysis 
headlined the local paper within a week 
of his arrival, highlighting the jobs 
reported and the questions raised. … We’d 
say send more like him, except that this is 
the caliber of talent we see from UVA. So, 
just keep sending us more volunteers.”

UNCOVERING 
THE HIGH 
COST OF 
KATRINA JOBS

7 Sent to DOJ 
HONORS Program

▲ HEATHER 

DIEFENBACH ’16, 

REBECCA CARUSO ’16 

and five alumni will 

join the Justice 

Department.

CAROLYN RUMER ’14 will use the 
Equal Justice Works Fellowship she 
recently landed to help domestic abuse 
victims hoping to regain financial sta-
bility.

Through the prestigious two-year 
fellowship, which is sponsored by the 
law firm Latham & Watkins, Rumer will 
work starting in the fall in the Public 
Benefits Law Unit of the Legal Aid 
Society of the District of Columbia. The 
goal of her project is to help break the 
cycle of violence for low-income abuse 
survivors by increasing their economic 
security using legal advocacy. Rumer 
will focus on employment, public ben-
efits and child support.

“I’ll work on connecting with clients 
at the critical moment when they are 
seeking to leave an abusive situation,” 
Rumer said.

HELPING OTHERS 
FIND FINANCIAL 
FOOTING
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DISCOVERY

MEMBERS OF the 
Black Law Students 
Association 
researched and 
worked on human 
rights issues in 
Johannesburg, South 
Africa, over winter 
break. Amber 
Strickland ’17 and 
Jessica Douglas ’17 

and Class of 2018 
members Jeremy 
Lofthouse, Camille 
Grant, Kirsten 
Jackson, Keisha 
James and Deitra 
Jones logged 97 pro 
bono hours while 
researching and 
briefing cases with 
South Africa’s Legal 

Resources Centre.  
“There is so much 

value in what we can 
learn from other 
countries and differ-
ent perspectives,” 
Strickland said. 

Advancing 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

in South Africa 
▲ STUDENTS MEET 

with members from 

the Orange Farm 

community of 

Johannesburg.

CLINIC STUDENTS recently won a victory 
in a federal appeals court for a client 
seeking asylum from a potentially deadly 
situation.

Prepared jointly by the Immigration Law 
Clinic and the Appellate Litigation Clinic, 
Oliva v. Lynch involved a man appealing 
deportation back to El Salvador, where he 
feared he could be killed by Mara Salvatru-
cha, or MS-13, a criminal group with inter-
national ties. 

Jean Zhuang ’16 (above) argued the case 
before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit in September. Class of 2015 
members Rachel Wade and Kelsey Bryan, 
representing the appellate clinic, and Sarah 
Allen, representing the immigration clinic—
wrote the brief for the appeal.

“I was pretty intimidated by the red-
velvet everything,” Zhuang said of her court 
appearance. “But once I got to the podium, 
it really felt like one of the moots. I had 
thought through almost every question that 
could be thrown at me.”

In its Nov. 25 opinion, the appellate court 
ruled that a previous decision too narrowly 
interpreted the nexus requirement for 
asylum. The applicant does not have to 
establish an exact motivation for persecu-
tion, only a connection and facts that a rea-
sonable person would interpret as cause to 
fear. The government, however, argued that 
the man was being persecuted for another 
reason, Zhuang said. The case is now being 
remanded for further consideration.

By the time the school year draws to an 
end, Appellate Litigation Clinic Director 
Steve Braga said, all 12 students in the clinic 
will have made an argument before an 
appeals court.

CLINICS 
SAVE MAN FROM 

UNCERTAIN 
FATE

VIRGINIA 
LAW REVIEW’S 
NEW CHIEF

DANIELLE DESAULNIERS ’17 
has been selected as 
editor-in-chief of the 
Virginia Law Review, 
now in its 103rd year. 
The Clinton, New 
Jersey, native 
previously worked as a 
federal consultant in 
Washington, D.C., 
before law school. This 
summer she’ll return 
to D.C. to work at 
Hogan Lovells, and 
after graduation she 
plans to clerk for Judge 
Diana Gribbon Motz ’68  
on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit.
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IT WAS 
A HORRIFIC 

CRIME. 
BUT WAS THE 

RIGHT MAN 
CONVICTED? 

IN 1991, 
DARNELL PHILLIPS 
WAS CONVICTED 
OF RAPING A 
10-YEAR-OLD GIRL 
IN VIRGINIA BEACH 
AND SENTENCED 
TO 100 YEARS 
IN PRISON. 

BUT DNA EVIDENCE the 
prosecutors had obtained was never tested or 
brought into evidence in his case. After having 
been told all of the original evidence had been 

destroyed, the Innocence Project Clinic at UVA Law uncovered the 
untested evidence in the fall—evidence that may hold the key to their 
client’s release from prison 25 years later.

On Feb. 22, Second Judicial Circuit Judge A. Bonwill Shockley ruled 
in favor of a request by the Innocence Project to test the evidence, which 
includes untested swabs from a rape victim and clothing worn by the 
victim and by Phillips. A state prosecutor did not oppose the release of 
the evidence, which will be sent to the Virginia Department of Forensics 
Science for review of potential viability of the biological samples.

“If science changes and something can be done to find out the truth, 
I think that should be done,” Shockley said.

The yearlong clinic provides students practical experience in the in-
vestigation and litigation of wrongful convictions of inmates throughout 
Virginia. The work also offers students unique insight into the criminal 
justice system—and into the lives of inmates and their families. 

After the decision to test, the judge ceded the courtroom so that the 
clinic directors and students could meet with their client, who was seeing 
their faces for the first time, albeit by teleconference. A smiling Phillips 
thanked his counsel and told his family, also in attendance, that he loved 
them.

“As soon as I go down that hallway, I’m going to shout for joy,” he said. 
“I’m extremely excited.”

The latest discovery may never have happened had the clinic not 
started taking cases that hinged on the now-debunked science of hair 
microscopy. In the past, forensic analysts claimed that they could match 
with a high degree of certainty a hair associated with a crime to that of 
a perpetrator. Forensics experts now agree, microscopic observation 
alone is an unreliable method of comparing hairs.

Jennifer Givens, legal director of the clinic, said the FBI changed its 
policy in 2000.

“Now, in any case where the government intends to present hair 
comparison testimony, the forensic analyst must conduct mitochon-
drial DNA testing in addition to any microscopic examination,” she said.

In April 2015, the FBI announced the results of a hair comparison 
study and acknowledged that during the 20-plus year period prior to 
2000, when FBI analysts were testifying to hair comparisons made 
microscopically, the analysts made erroneous statements in more than 
90 percent of cases. 

The Virginia Department of Forensics Science stopped doing micro-
scopic hair comparisons for reporting purposes in 2004. The state plans 
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DISCOVERY

Finding EVIDENCE–and a Path to EXONERATION 
to review previous cases that may have been affected, Givens said.

Phillips, having just turned 18 at the time of his arrest, was convicted 
of abduction with intent to defile, forcible sodomy, rape and malicious 
wounding. The key piece of evidence was hair found on a blanket that 
had been wrapped around the victim by a good Samaritan. The com-
monwealth presented testimony from a forensic expert who claimed 
that the hair found on the blanket belonged to Phillips. This was the only 
physical evidence connecting Phillips to the crime.

Phillips pushed for further testing of the hair after his conviction. 
Deirdre Enright, the clinic’s director of investigations, said the results 
excluded Phillips, who is African-American, because the test showed 
that the hair came from a man who has a white mother. 

“So the judge says, ‘OK, we’ve got a ballgame. Let’s test all the physical 
evidence,’” Enright said. 

But police records by that time, 2005, indicated all of the evidence had 
been destroyed. For the next several years, Phillips made multiple at-
tempts to determine whether there was, in fact, any evidence remaining. 
In 2010, Phillips filed a final motion for relief, but after that was denied, 
he seemed out of chances. 

“Over the past few years, clinic students kept filing Freedom of Infor-

mation Act requests to determine whether there 
was indeed anything left,” Givens said. “In 
response, officials refused to answer, claiming 
the criminal investigation exemption under the 
Virginia FOIA statute. The commonwealth’s 
attorney had represented in court as late as 
2009 that all evidence related to Mr. Phillips’ 
case was destroyed by the Virginia Beach Police 
Department.” 

By chance, however, Givens was on the phone 
with the Virginia Beach clerk in October about 
receiving some files in the case. She thought 
she’d try one more time.

“I mentioned to her that as far as we could 
tell, there was no physical evidence remaining, 
and she replied, ‘Oh, we have a bag of evidence 
here,’” Givens said. “Two students and I headed 
to Virginia Beach the next week. We figured 
they might have some random items, but 
assumed that most of the important evidence 
was long gone.”

Under the watchful eye of a retired sheriff’s 

deputy assigned to prevent evidence tampering, they found the evidence 
bag. Anna Stark ’16 and Sabrine Tribié ’17 were along with Givens when 
the discovery was made.

“Once we realized what was 
inside the bag, I had a difficult 
time containing my excite-
ment,” Tribié said. “Not only did 
we find the victim’s PERK kit 
and undergarments, but we 
found just about all the physical 
evidence in the case. I looked 
over at Professor Givens and 
whispered that we had just hit 
the jackpot.”

Givens said she too had to 
curb her excitement.

“None of us wanted to exclaim,” she said, “but we all realized that 
after all these years our client may finally be able to prove his innocence. 
It’s hard not to feel excited about that.”

—Eric Williamson 

“AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS 

OUR CLIENT 
MAY FINALLY 

BE ABLE TO 
PROVE HIS 

INNOCENCE. 
IT’S HARD NOT 

TO FEEL 
EXCITED 

ABOUT THAT.”
—JENNIFER GIVENS
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UVA LAW Director of Financial 
Aid Jennifer Hulvey was named 
the recipient of Lambda Law 
Alliance’s Alvarez-Coughlin 
Award for 2015 to honor her 
commitment to diversity.

The award, named after its 
first honorees, Professor Anne 
Coughlin and Law School 
Foundation President and CEO 
Luis Alvarez Jr. ’88, is given to 
those who have displayed 
“extraordinary efforts” on 
behalf of the LGBT community 
by “creating an open, supportive 
and welcoming environment for 
diversity” at the Law School, 
the University as a whole, and 
beyond. The award will be 
presented to Hulvey in the fall 
during the biennial Lambda 
Law Alliance dinner, which 
brings together students, 
alumni supporters and 
employers.

HONORED 
BY 
LAMBDA

NEW RESEARCH by 
business law experts 
Michal Barzuza 
and Quinn Curtis 
indicates that 
directors who serve 
on corporate boards 
play a significant role 
in the propagation of 
governance practices. 

Their recent 
article, “Board Inter-
locks and Outside 

Directors’ Protec-
tion,” uses research 
in the aftermath of 
the Schoon v. Troy 
Corp. decision in the 
Delaware Court of 
Chancery to illustrate 
the phenomenon. 
Previously directors 
may have assumed 
that their rights to 
indemnification and 
advancement could 

not be changed retro-
actively, but Schoon 
showed that this was 
not a safe assump-
tion. How corpora-
tions responded to 
Schoon was telling.

“We hand-collect-
ed changes to firms’ 
bylaws and disclo-
sures about indemni-
fication contracts to 
see what changed,” 

Barzuza and Curtis 
said. “We found 
about half of firms 
responded, protect-
ing their directors, 
and half didn’t, 
leaving their direc-
tors unprotect-
ed. Eventually, Dela-
ware changed the 
law to reverse Schoon, 
but many firms left 
directors unprotected 

in the interim.”
Firms’ responses 

to Schoon tended to 
spread through inter-
locks—when a direc-
tor serves on more 
than one board.

“It may be that 
outside directors 
benefit from being 
able to draw on the 
knowledge and lever-
age from their inter-

locking board seats,” 
Barzuza and Curtis 
said. “Another impli-
cation of this re-
search is that it looks 
like, at least at some 
firms, outside direc-
tors had to fend for 
themselves to some 
degree.”

▲ PROFESSORS 

QUINN CURTIS and 

MICHAL BARZUZA 

teamed up to look at 

corporate governance 

practices.

Multiple CORPORATE Boards, 
Multiplied POWER 

DONALD H. YEE ’87, who 
represents top athletes such as 
NFL quarterback Tom Brady, 
said the transformation of 
sports into an ever-increasing 
variety of consumer choices is 
also changing the role of 
attorneys in the field. The 
comments were part of his 
keynote address at the 2016 
Sports and Entertainment Law 
Symposium, held March 25 at 
the Law School. 

Challenging students in 
attendance, he asked, “Is there a 
way that you can conduct your 
business and do so where you 
keep an eye out for the 
performance?” 

Other participating alumni 
included Tom Ostertag ’81, a 
Major League Baseball senior 
vice president, and Bob Latham 
’83, a partner at Jackson Walker 
and chairman of USA Rugby.

TOP SPORTS 
AGENT YEE’S 
ADVICE
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DISCOVERY

FOR MORE than a 
century, the annual 
student send-up of 
life at UVA Law 
known as the Libel 
Show has left 
attendees holding 
their sides—whether 
from too much 
laughter, or from the 
actual puncture 
wounds of being 
skewered. As always, 
this year’s 
installment, “Libel 
108: Wet Hot 

American Libel,” 
highlighted the 
comedic and musical 
talents of law 
students. 

“The show is the 
result of the hard 
work of nearly 100 
students at UVA 
Law,” said producer 
Jennifer Talbert, a 
third-year law 
student who gave us 
a by-the-numbers 
look at the show:

INSOLENCE Is Bliss! 
108th LIBEL SHOW 

by the Numbers 

NEWLY ELECTED Student Bar Association 
President A.J. Collins ’17 began his one-year 
term March 1. The Rappahannock County, 
Virginia, native majored in economics and 
political science at the University of 
Alabama. Also a managing editor of the 
Virginia Journal of Social Policy & the Law, 
Collins will work at Baker Botts in 
Washington, D.C., this summer, where he 
hopes to do work in litigation and antitrust.

NEW 
SBA PRESIDENT

THE ROAD 
TO D.C. AG

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Attorney General 
Karl A. Racine ’89 visited the school in 
February to discuss his path into public office 
as a first-generation Haitian immigrant 
whose legal career spans work as a public 
defender and White House attorney to 
managing partner of a large D.C. firm. He 
also addressed his service as the first elected 
attorney general for the District of Columbia.

“I kind of had this in me for years that if 
something came about, and it was the right 
opportunity, I would go ahead and devote 
the time, energy and resources to run. 
Because it’s one thing to criticize from the 
banana section. It’s another thing to get in 
the arena and try to do something different.”

▲

85 students in the cast and crew

▲

17 band members

▲

9 writers (not counting the Junta, Libel’s 

management team)

▲

36 students on the Junta

▲

7 song-and-dance numbers

▲

18 faculty members lovingly skewered 

▲

128.5 rehearsal hours

▲

0 libel suits filed in 108 years of      

 performances
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CONGRESS and the U.S. Sentencing Commission should reform a 
drug-sentencing approach that has unjustly and excessively incarcer-
ated too many Americans, former federal judge John Gleeson ’80 said 
April 13 at the Law School in remarks he gave as recipient of the 2016 
Thomas Jefferson Foundation Medal in Law.

“Sometimes unfairness and injustice are right under our noses,” 
said Gleeson, a Clinton appointee to the U.S. District Court for the 

Eastern District of New York who 
served for 21 years. He recently 
stepped down from the bench to 
become partner at Debevoise & 
Plimpton in New York.

UVA and the Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation, which owns and op-

erates Monticello, jointly sponsor the medals, which are the highest 
outside honor bestowed by the University.

Harsh mandatory-minimum sentences and strict federal sentencing 
guidelines established with good intentions in the 1980s, based on 

drug type and quantity, have been disastrous in practice, Gleeson said. 
Instead of kingpins being the most heavily punished, as originally 
intended by Congress, low-level drug operatives have borne much of 
the brunt of the get-tough policies. 

“Compare Defendant A, who recruits a dozen teenagers to distrib-
ute cocaine in a New York City high school, with Defendant B, an 
addict who is given an ounce of cocaine to stand at the entrance to a 

pier while a boatload of cocaine is being off-
loaded,” he said. “Defendant A is obviously 
much more culpable.”

But he said it might be the hypothetical 
Defendant B who gets the maximum sentence 
“based solely on the amount of cocaine on the 
boat.”

Gleeson noted that the U.S. possesses 5 
percent of the world’s population, yet 25 
percent of the world’s prisoners, earning it the 
dubious distinction of being the world’s biggest 
jailer. 

“This mistake of equating drug quantity 
with a defendant’s role in the offense didn’t 
have to have adverse consequences,” Gleeson 
said. “These enhancements only apply when 
the prosecutor invokes them, by citing them 
in the indictment.”

But Gleeson offered “three simple fixes” 
that could resolve the problem.

He said Congress should reframe the laws 
as originally intended, to be aimed at drug 
organization leaders and managers, by requir-
ing proof of a managerial role as an element 
for conviction. 

“The Department of Justice hasn’t deployed 
[the laws] in that spirit, [and] has the discretion 

to deploy them otherwise, so that discretion should be taken away,” 
he said.

Gleeson said the Sentencing Commission should do two things:  
de-link the drug trafficking guidelines from mandatory-minimum 
ranges, and allow probation or successful completion of a judge-in-
volved monitoring as alternatives to incarceration.

Gleeson helped create specialty court programs in his district aimed 
at reducing or eliminating prison time for nonviolent drug offenders 
and younger defendants. Those programs have served as a model for 
current or planned initiatives in 21 federal districts.

—Eric Williamson

Before becoming a judge, Gleeson was an assistant U.S. attorney in the Eastern District of New York from 1985 to 1994. He won praise for his role in leading the 

successful 1992 prosecution of John Gotti, the notorious Mafia leader, on racketeering charges that included five murders. Gotti had become known as the “Teflon 

Don” after three previous trials had failed to result in his conviction.

A Prescription for SENTENCING REFORM

“SOMETIMES 
UNFAIRNESS 
AND INJUSTICE 
ARE RIGHT 
UNDER OUR 
NOSES.”

FORMER 
U.S. DISTRICT 
JUDGE 
JOHN 
GLEESON ’80 
RECEIVES 
THOMAS 
JEFFERSON 
FOUNDATION 
MEDAL 
IN LAW



DISCOVERY

“I HAD CHARLIE 

GOETZ FOR 

CONTRACTS my 
first year of law 

school with my 
small section. 

Charlie Goetz 
was so 

notorious for 
giving 

students Ds 
that he was 

known as ‘3-D 
Charlie.’ So, the 

upperclassmen were 
telling us: ‘We feel 
bad. Because there 

are only 30 of you in 
this class, three of 

you are going to get 
Ds.’ And everyone 

was freaking out 
about how we were 

going to get Ds. So 
we all decided that 

we were going to 
befriend Professor 

Goetz in hopes that 
our friendship would 
help us avoid getting 
a D. There was a 5K 

called Race Judicata. 
And apparently 

Professor Goetz was 
some sort of special 
runner. He made a 
statement in class. 

He said, ‘The 
chances of any of you 

beating me in 
this Race 

Judicata are 
slim. But you 

know I have a 
reputation of 

being 3-D 
Charlie. So, 
I’ll tell you 

what, if any 
of you 

actually do 
beat me, I 

will 

guarantee 
you will not get a D.’ 
So, I remember 
leading up to the 
race, I went to the 
gym and trained. I 
was a cross-country 
runner in high 
school, and I was 
determined I was not 
going to be one to get 
a D. So the race came 
and we were neck-
and-neck, he and I, 
for the last maybe 
100 yards. But I was 
able to sprint past 
him, and I beat him. 
It was the most 
glorious day of my 
life. I could not 
believe that I beat 
him. I was celebrat-
ing, my class was 
celebrating, and he 
came over and shook 
my hand. It was a 
moment of glory for 
me. That is one 
memory that I’ll 
never forget.”

MORE: 

humansofuvalaw.

tumblr.com
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GROUNDED
STAYING
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INSIDERSTAYING GROUNDED

WORKING on the 
Rotunda has also 
meant uncovering 
its secrets. One of 
them is a chemical 
hearth, part of an 
early science 
classroom. The 
hearth had been 
sealed in one of 
the lower-floor 
walls of the 
Rotunda since the 
1850s, and so was 

protected from the 
1895 fire that 
destroyed much of 
the building’s 
interior. 

In Thomas 
Jefferson’s original 
Rotunda, the 
teaching of 
chemistry occurred 
on the Rotunda’s 
bottom floor. 

ROTUNDA 
RENOVATION

Jefferson’s 
CHEMISTRY LAB

THE ROTUNDA, pictured in January, is 
undergoing a $50 million makeover, funded 
through a combination of philanthropy and 
state appropriations. When the work is 
completed this summer after two years of 
construction, the centerpiece of the school 
will have expanded classroom space, new 
marble capitals and a new roof, and 
modernized infrastructure and landscaping. 
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STAYING GROUNDED

THE OLDEST item 

in the Arthur J. 

Morris Law 

Library is an 

extremely rare copy 

of Pope ClementV’s 

“Constitutiones,” 

published 

in 1481. 

It’s an example of 
what is known as 
incunabula, meaning 
that it was printed 
with movable type 
before 1500. The 
book’s particular 
construction, as well 
as its importance to 
medieval canon law, 
makes it a fascinat-
ing and significant 
piece of history. 

According to the 
British Library, only 
three other copies of 

“Constitutiones” 
exist in 

the 

United States—at 
Harvard, Yale and 
the Library of 
Congress—making 
this one of the rarest 
books in the UVA 
Law Library’s 
collection.  

The book is bound 
between two 
wooden boards 
covered in quarter 
leather, most likely 
pigskin, which was 
typical for 15th-
century German 
printing. There are 
stamps of the 
Habsburg coat of 
arms decorating the 
leather on the front 

and back of the 
book, and 

metal 

clasps, which 
originally held the 
book shut, are 
attached to the 
boards binding the 
book. 

The text itself 
consists of papal 
letters, or decretals, 
on matters of faith 
and discipline, origi-
nally compiled by 
Pope Clement in 
1314, the year of  his 
death, then circu-
lated by his succes-
sor John XXII with 
his own promulga-
tion later in 1317. 

The printer Peter 
Drach published this 
particular copy in 
the German city of 
Speyer, and it in-
cludes 

commentary by the 
prominent 14th-
century canonist 
Johannes Andrae. It 
is written entirely in 
Latin, with the com-
mentary on the outer 
margins, surround-
ing the decretals. 

This copy of “Con-
stitutiones” was a 
gift from former 
professor Neill H. 
Alford Jr. ’47, who 
purchased the book 
in Paris in the mid-
20th century, and 
donated it, as part of 
his valuable collec-
tion of antiquarian 
books, to the UVA 
Law Library in 1960. 

—Randi Flaherty 

▲ FORMER 
PROFESSOR 
NEILL ALFORD ’47 
donated 
“Constitutiones” 
to the UVA 
Law Library 
in 1960.

  From the Archives

 

 

 “Constitutiones”
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DESPITE HAVING EARNED his law degree 
at Mr. Jefferson’s University, the new mayor 
of Charlottesville is a Madison man all the 
way.
 Mike Signer ’04, who took office in 
January, is also a one-time candidate for 
lieutenant governor, a former counsel to 
Gov. Mark Warner and the author of a 
recent popular biography of fourth U.S. 
President James Madison. 
 He said his approach of imparting and, as 
mayor, instituting reasoned guidance is 
styled after his presidential hero.
 “The focus is on the ultimate advice—not 

just the law, but on the attorney as coun-
selor,” Signer said. “So there’s in that what I 
like about Madison, the role of imparting 
guidance.”
 Already as mayor, Signer has had to con-
sider safety concerns related to a delayed 
real estate project on the Downtown Mall, 
early steps of planning for the Belmont 
Bridge replacement, and other redevelop-
ment issues, from public housing to the 
West Main Street corridor.
 “Local government is the most exciting 
arena for people who care about govern-
ment in this country,” Signer said. “I think 

if you are despairing of all the shrill cyni-
cism at the federal level, or even at the state 
level, this job is really rewarding.”
 Signer divides his time among his civic 
duties, teaching classes on Grounds as a 
lecturer in the UVA Department of Politics 
and in the Batten School of Leadership and 
Public Policy, writing and researching his 
books, and running his boutique law firm—
the not-coincidentally named Madison Law 
& Strategy Group, which focuses on regula-
tory and corporate law.

—Eric Williamson

THE 
Madisonian 

Mayor

 
MIKE SIGNER ’04, 
AUTHOR AND UVA TEACHER, 

TAKES OFFICE IN CHARLOTTESVILLE 

SIGNER is the 
author of 

“Becoming 
Madison: The 

Extraordinary 
Origins of the 

Least Likely 
Founding 
Father,” a 

biography of 
young James 

Madison up to 
age 36.

STAYING GROUNDED
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INSIDER

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

DEATH 
PENALTY
Brandon Garrett 
explores the 
evolution of the 
death penalty in 
the U.S. and 
through the 
Supreme 
Court.
 

FEMINISM 
AND THE FREE 
MARKET
Julia D. Mahoney 
examines the role 
of markets in 
promoting or 
inhibiting the full 
participation 
of women in 
society.
 

INTERNATIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
LAW
Auckland University 
Law School’s Kris 
Gledhill, who has 
appeared in 
precedent-setting 
cases in the 
European Court of 
Human Rights, 
offers insight into 
the work of an 
international human 
rights litigation 
lawyer.

MANAGEMENT 
OF BIG LAW 
FIRMS: 
BALANCING 
CULTURE AND 
PROFITS 
Arthur D. Robinson, 
global head of 
capital markets at 
Simpson Thacher 
& Bartlett, provides 
students with 
practical 
perspective 
on managing 
law firms.

ORIGINALISM 
AND ITS CRITICS 
Charles Barzun and 
Micah Schwartzman 
examine originalism 
and whether courts 
should base their 
constitutional 
decisions 
on it.
 

PROVIDING K-12 
EDUCATION: 
TAXES AND 
MONEY
Mildred W. 
Robinson tackles 
whether public K-12 
education is a 
fundamental 
“right.” 
 

ROMAN LAW 
OF DELICT 
Michael Doran 
examines the 
private law of 
ancient Rome 
concerned with 
delicts (torts), 
which continues 
to influence legal 
systems throughout 
the world. 
 

TAKING 
EFFECTIVE 
DEPOSITIONS 
Stephen Braga uses 
classroom 
simulations to teach 
the rules and 
procedures 
associated with 
taking depositions 
in federal 
litigation.
 

THERAPEUTIC 
JUSTICE 
AND THE 
EVOLVING ROLE 
OF SPECIALTY 
COURTS
Edward L. Hogshire, 
a former circuit 
judge who presided 
over the 
Charlottesville-
Albemarle Drug 
Treatment Court, 
addresses the 
evolution 
of therapeutic 
justice.

UNDER SIEGE: 
BOARDS AND 
PRIVATE EQUITY 
IN FINANCIAL 
DISTRESS
Gordian Group 
President Peter S. 
Kaufman looks 
at what can 
happen when 
companies face 
catastrophic 
capital structure 
challenges. 

STAYING GROUNDED

10 New Classes 
To Make You Wish You Were a Student Again

—Eric Williamson
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INSIDER

INSIDER

1. COVERING CLIENTS IS A 

LEARNED SKILL, NOT AN INNATE 

SKILL. It’s important to find somebody 

you admire at your firm and learn as much 

as you can from that person. Put aside 

your ego, and be an open book. 

 2. BECOME A STRATEGIC 

ADVISER TO YOUR CLIENTS. The 

most common mistake that people make 

when they cover clients is they don’t 

become strategic advisers to their clients. 

In other words, they don’t take the oppor-

tunity to advise the client on matters 

outside of the matter they’ve been hired to 

work on. Use the relationship you’ve de-

veloped to build a broader relationship.  

 3. LISTEN AND ASK OPEN- 

ENDED QUESTIONS. The most impor-

tant quality in covering clients is empathy.  

Ask questions that don’t lend themselves 

to “yes” or “no” answers. 

4. BE CREATIVE. I covered two CEOs 

from different countries. They had the 

same nickname for their lawyer: Dr. No.  

Whenever they asked for his advice, he 

always told them not to do something. 

Sometimes you do have to say no, but don’t 

stop there. Come up with an alternative, a 

different way that your client can accom-

plish what they want to accomplish. And if 

they can’t accomplish that, come up with 

something else. 

5. PUT THE CLIENT FIRST. Lots of 

people say that, but what does it really 

mean? First, be prepared to give the client 

advice that is not in your interest. There is 

no better way to establish credibility. If 

you go to the client and say you shouldn’t 

do this deal, they know that, as a lawyer, 

you’ll get paid more the longer it goes on. 

So you need to advocate hard for positions 

regardless of what is in your interest. 

 Second, you need to work really hard to 

convince the client that you’re there for 

them all the time. If you’re not there for 

the client on the thing that they’ve hired 

you to do, someone else is going to be 

there, and be willing to pick up the phone 

at 2 or 3 in the morning if you’re not. 

6. BE UPBEAT. I can’t tell you how im-

portant this is. People want to be around 

happy, upbeat people. It’s contagious. And 

being down is also contagious. 

7. IF YOU’RE STUDYING LAW, TAKE 

CLASSES IN BUSINESS AS WELL. 

Understand your peers: how they’re edu-

cated, how their companies work. For one, 

it’ll make you a better lawyer. And second, 

it will demystify the jargon and language 

of the business world. The concepts are 

often simple, but if you’re not familiar with 

them, they’re speaking a foreign language 

and you’re intimidated. 

—Andrew Martin

7 Secrets 
to Successful Client 

Relationships
GOLDMAN SACHS EXECUTIVE AND UVA LAW ADJUNCT 

PROFESSOR JIM DONOVAN SHARES HIS INSIGHTS 

Here are seven things he says all lawyers need to know about covering clients:
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JIM DONOVAN 
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ADVISING 

MANY OF THE LARGEST 

CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL 

CLIENTS OF GOLDMAN SACHS, 

WHERE HE HAS BEEN A 

PARTNER SINCE 2000. 
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INSIDER

5 |10 |15 |25 HOW’S LIFE? 
WE CATCH UP WITH WHAT ALUMNI 
ARE DOING 5, 10, 15 AND 25 YEARS 
OUT OF LAW SCHOOL.

5 YEARS DESCRIBE YOUR 

WORK: I do litigation 
work, including 
personal injury, family 
law and commercial 
litigation.

WHAT ACTIVITIES 

DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? 
In addition to my work 
as an attorney at 
Conmy Feste, I 
currently serve on the 
Fargo Planning 
Commission, the 
board of directors of 
The Arts Partnership, 
and the board of 
governors of the North 
Dakota Association of 
Justice. 

I also chair a subcom-
mittee of a local task 
force to improve work-
force retention, and I 
dance with the Fargo-
Moorhead Ballet.

ARE YOU WHERE 

YOU EXPECTED TO 

BE AT THIS STAGE 

OF YOUR CAREER 

AND LIFE? Even 
though I have always 
been committed to 
public service, I never 
anticipated making my 
first run for public 
office at the age of 23. I 
am currently running 
for Fargo City Com-
mission with the goal 
of ensuring that my 
hometown reaches its 
full potential.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 5 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? I am 
grateful to live in a 
community that 
provides me an 
opportunity to fully 
engage my diverse 
interests. There are 
not many places I 
know of where I could 
be an attorney, 
ballerina and planning 
commissioner.

MARA BRUST
ASSOCIATE, CONMY FESTE 

5
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INSIDER

10 YEARS 

DESCRIBE YOUR 

WORK: I lead a 21-
member commission 
that was created by 
the Mississippi 
Supreme Court to 
develop a unified 
strategy to improve 
access to justice in 
civil legal proceed-
ings for the poor in 
Mississippi. 

WHAT ACTIVITIES 

DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? 

I am pleased to serve 
on several  boards that 
align with my full-
time work, including 
the Women’s Founda-
tion of Mississippi 
and the Center for 
Violence Prevention. 
I am also a member of 
the inaugural fellow-
ship class of the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation’s 
Community Leader-
ship Network. 
Outside of my board 
and fellowship, I 
enjoy reading and 
traveling. 

ARE YOU WHERE 

YOU EXPECTED TO 

BE AT THIS STAGE 

OF YOUR CAREER 

AND LIFE? I am 
proud to say that I am 
where I thought I 
would be. I am 
happily married, ful-
filled by my work and 
able to visit with my 
family in Virginia as 
often as I like. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 10 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? I went to 
law school to help 
empower and give a 
voice to those who 
feel stymied by an 
often less-than-wel-
coming legal system. 
My work with the 
Mississippi Access to 
Justice Commission 
allows me to do that 
every day, and it is 
incredibly fulfilling. 
Mississippi is the 
poorest state in the 
country, with 
700,000 people living 
at or below poverty. If 
you include the so-
called “working 
poor,” there are more 
people who cannot 
afford legal assistance 
than who can. My 
work gets those with 
limited means past 
the thresholds of the 
state’s courthouses 
and out of the situa-
tions that brought 
them there in the first 
place.

TIFFANY GRAVES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MISSISSIPPI ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION

10



24   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2016 

INSIDER

15 YEARS 
 

DESCRIBE YOUR 

WORK: I currently 
serve as co-partner in 
charge of our Los 
Angeles office and 
co-chair of our Class 
Actions Practice 
Group.

WHAT ACTIVITIES 

DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? 
My 9-year-old son 
keeps me very busy in 
my free time, and I 
also serve on the 
board of directors of 
the Good Shepherd 
Shelter, a domestic 
violence shelter in 
Los Angeles.

ARE YOU WHERE 

YOU EXPECTED TO 

BE AT THIS STAGE 

OF YOUR CAREER 

AND LIFE? I went to 
law school to become 
a prosecutor, but I 
really enjoyed private 
civil practice a lot 
more than expected, 
which has been a 
pleasant surprise. But 
my goals have been 
the same—to do the 
best job I can every 
day.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 15 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? The 
freedom and 
flexibility to work in a 
number of different 
industries. Every day 
and every case 
presents new 
challenges and 
opportunities. I really 
do love my job.

CHRISTOPHER CHORBA
PARTNER, GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER

15
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INSIDER

25 YEARS 

DESCRIBE YOUR 

WORK: As general 
counsel of The 
Carlyle Group, I 
attend lots of execu-
tive meetings where I 
listen carefully and 
try to speak infre-
quently, use my best 
efforts to supervise 
around 50 lawyers 
and compliance per-
sonnel in our offices 
around the world, 
attempt to select the 
right outside counsel 
for myriad legal 
issues, and try to use 
the best judgment I 
can summon on all 
matters big and small.

WHAT ACTIVITIES 

DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? 

Anything that is 
distant from my 
iPhone, mostly in-
cluding outside activi-
ties such as gardening 
and basketball (which 
has become equally 
painful and enjoy-
able), and recently 
including spin classes 
(which is a very good 
workout that my girl-
friend strongly en-
courages me to do).
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU WHERE 

YOU EXPECTED TO 

BE AT THIS STAGE OF 

YOUR CAREER AND 

LIFE? While in law 
school, I never imag-
ined how my life and 
career would turn 
out. I do not know 
where the last 25 
years disappeared, 
and I never imagined 
working as an inter-
nal counsel or being a 
senior executive of a 
global investment 
firm, but real life has 
greatly exceeded any 
potential expecta-
tions, because I 
mostly assumed I 
would work in a big 
law firm until it made 
me senile, or return to 
the Burnt Chimney 
(Virginia) of my 
childhood and milk 
cows.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 25 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? I have a 
beautiful home that 
makes me happy, 
especially when filled 
with interesting 
friends who are en-
joying wine and food; 
I no longer have that 
recurring bad dream 
about taking the bar 
exam; and I have a 
career that is rarely 
boring.

JEFFREY FERGUSON
GENERAL COUNSEL, THE CARLYLE GROUP

25
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DEFENDING 
BOWE 

BERGDAHL

U.S. ARMY LT. COL. FRANK ROSENBLATT ’06 says he always 
found military justice exciting because it offered the drama of real-
world events played out in a courtroom.

That drama was kicked up a notch when Rosenblatt was assigned 
to defend Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl against charges of desertion and mis-
behavior before the enemy.

“It’s been an interesting and complex case,” said Rosenblatt, the 
deputy chief of the U.S. Army Trial Defense Service in Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia. “The level of animosity towards Sgt. Bergdahl has been ex-
traordinary.”

Bergdahl left his combat outpost in Afghanistan’s Paktika province 
on June 30, 2009, and was quickly captured by the Taliban. He was a 
prisoner of the Taliban for nearly five years before he was freed 
through a controversial swap with Guantanamo Bay prisoners on 
May 31, 2014. Questions soon arose over why Bergdahl left his post, 
and about the consequences for his fellow soldiers. Now the former 
POW is scheduled to face a court martial starting Aug. 8. 

Even as he confronts a potential life sentence, Bergdahl told his 
story on the second season of “Serial,” the Peabody Award–winning 
podcast that, in its first season, focused on a murder case and featured 
UVA Law’s Innocence Project Clinic. The publicity surrounding Berg-
dahl’s case has grown further since presidential candidate Donald 
Trump called him a “no-good traitor” who should be executed.

“We want Sgt. Bergdahl to have a fair trial,” Rosenblatt said. 
Before law school, Rosenblatt served for five years as an Army 

officer in South Korea, the Balkans and eventually with the 82nd Air-
borne Division as it pushed into Iraq in 2003. 

The Army offered to pay for Rosenblatt’s dream of going to law 
school if he committed to the Judge Advocate General’s Corps for six 
more years, a deal he was happy to take. At UVA Law, he was presi-
dent of the Human Rights Study Project, leading a small team of stu-
dents to Syria and Lebanon to study human rights, coincidentally as 
early signs of the 2005 short-lived Arab Spring were emerging. But he 
found his calling in criminal law during his first year after a “wonder-

▲ U.S. ARMY  
LT. COL. FRANK 
ROSENBLATT 
with his client 
Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, 
who is facing 
a possible 
life sentence.

U.S. Army JAG Officer 
Frank Rosenblatt ’06 discusses his career 

and the looming court martial.

fully creative and historically rich” lecture on 
Rex v. Manley by Professor John Jeffries. 

In his years as a JAG lawyer, Rosenblatt 
prosecuted crimes by service members, in-
cluding war crimes and felonies committed 
at home and abroad, and returned to Iraq in 
2011, where he and others helped manage the 
military’s withdrawal. He then spent two 
years in Hawaii working as a legal adviser for 
the military’s Special Operations Command 
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MILITARY 
CONNECTIONS 
THOUGH “I NEVER REALLY HAVE A 

BORING DAY,” Rosenblatt said, one 

universal challenge of military life is 

relocating frequently. “When I move 

to a place my job is waiting for me 

and I can hit the ground running,” he 

said. Moving is a lot tougher for his 

wife, who has been able to maintain 

a career in civil litigation through 

taking multiple bar exams. “I’ve 

definitely got the easier end of the 

bargain.” 

     Rosenblatt praised his wife’s 

efforts, as well as the work of 

Eleanor Magers Vuono ’95, founder 

and president of the Military Spouse 

J.D. Network. The organization 

works with states to ease bar 

requirements for J.D.-holding 

spouses, in addition to providing 

networking opportunities.

     Rosenblatt added that UVA Law 

is strongly represented in the Army’s 

JAG leadership, with three of eight 

generals holding degrees from the 

Law School: Brig. Gens. Charles N. 

Pede ’87, commander/commandant 

of the Judge Advocate General’s 

Legal Center and School; Paul S. 

Wilson ’89, commander of the 

Army’s Legal Services Agency and 

chief judge of the U.S. Army Court 

of Criminal Appeals; and Richard 

Gross ’93, legal counsel to the 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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for the Asia-Pacific Region. Rosenblatt, who 
is married to classmate Alexandra Rodu 
Rosenblatt ’06, moved with his family to Ar-
lington last summer to take on his current 
post supporting 150 defense attorneys 
around the world.

“Military defense attorneys are indepen-
dent from the chain of command, which 
means they’re often by themselves at an in-
stallation without a lot of local support 

nearby,” he said. “We try to support defense 
attorneys throughout the Army so they can 
do their jobs effectively and zealously, which 
in turn gives soldiers confidence that they 
will receive fair treatment in the military 
justice process.”

Though based in Northern Virginia, 
Rosenblatt often makes trips to Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, for hearings and trials, 
including Bergdahl’s pretrial hearings. In 

that case, he serves 
with civilian lawyer 
Eugene Fidell, a 
Yale Law School 
lecturer and well-
known military law 

expert. Fidell and Rosenblatt are working 
together on a military justice casebook, 
along with Dwight H. Sullivan ’86, of the 
Defense Department’s Office of General 
Counsel, and UC-Hastings College of the 
Law Dean Elizabeth L. Hillman. 

—Mary Wood
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 THE 2015 AMENDMENTS 
TO THE FEDERAL RULES 

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
A. Benjamin Spencer
 On December 1, 2015, several amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure took 

effect. There were three components to these amendments: the so-called “Duke Rules” 

package, an amendment concerning the issue of the preservation and spoliation of 

electronically stored information, and an amendment to the rule providing for official forms.

THE “DUKE RULES” PACKAGE—so labeled because they 
were the product of a 2010 conference of judges, practitioners, 
corporate counsel and professors held at Duke Law School—
consisted of amendments to Rules 1, 4, 16, 26, 30, 31, 33, 34, 
36 and 37 and addressed case management, discovery and 
cooperation. Here are some highlights of the changes made 
by these amendments:

Rule 4(m): reduction of the time within which service of 
process must occur from 120 to 90 days from the time the 
complaint is filed (a change that also affects the time for 
relation back of party-changing amendments under Rule 
15(c));

Rule 16(b)(2): reduction of the time to issue a scheduling 
order from 120 to 90 days after any defendant has been 
served and from 90 to 60 days after any defendant has 
appeared;

Rule 16(b)(3): additional language indicating that schedul-
ing orders may address the preservation of electronically 
stored information and any agreements regarding inad-
vertent disclosures reached pursuant to Federal Rule of 
Evidence 502;

Rule 26(b)(1): revision of the scope of discovery to eliminate 
subject matter discovery and to add a requirement that 
discovery be proportional to the needs of the case;

Rule 26(d): a new provision for early Rule 34 requests that 
may be served as soon as 21 days after service of process.

Rule 34: a new requirement that objections to discovery 
requests be stated with specificity and that any objections 
must indicate whether responsive materials are being 
withheld on the basis of that objection.

Also taking effect in December was an amendment to Rule 
37(e) that seeks to create a uniform approach to addressing 
spoliation of electronically stored information. Under the 
amended rule, a court may only take action dealing with 
spoliation of such information if  reasonable steps to preserve 

the information were not taken. If that is the 
case, the court is only permitted to take certain 
remedial action if the impact of the information 
loss cannot be mitigated through additional 
discovery. To take further remedial action, 
the court must find that the loss of the 
information actually prejudiced the innocent 
party, and if so, the court may only take 
measures no greater than necessary to cure the prejudice. 
Finally, it is only upon a finding that the spoliating party 
acted “with the intent to deprive another party of the 
information’s use in the litigation” that a court may impose 
sanctions, which are limited to permissive or mandatory 
adverse inference instructions, the dismissal of the action, 
or entry of default judgment.
 The final amendment taking effect in December is the 
abrogation of Rule 84, which previously provided for an 
appendix of official forms that illustrated the application of 
the rules and were deemed sufficient thereunder. The 
Advisory Committee on Civil Rules, which drafted these 
amendments, indicated that the forms were no longer needed 
and stood in some tension with recent Supreme Court cases 
interpreting the pleading standard of Rule 8(a)(2).
 These changes were highlighted by Chief Justice John 
Roberts in his 2015 year-end annual report, where he lauded 
them by writing, “The 2015 civil rules amendments are a 
major stride toward a better federal court system.” There 
were many practitioners and academics who registered 
their opposition to these amendments on various grounds. 
It is likely that both supporters and opponents of these 
amendments will be debating their merits for years to come.

Spencer is the Earle K. Shawe Professor of Law.
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   Ei8ht 
Years STRONGER

After helping 
UVA Law weather 
the nation’s 
financial crisis, 
Dean Paul G. Mahoney 
guides the school 
to higher ground 
as his tenure 
draws to a close.       

by MARY WOOD
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“PEOPLE REALLY REMEMBER their law school experi-
ence. I know I do, and I think it shapes the way they think 
about the legal profession and being a professional,” 

Mahoney said. 
“If they come 
away from their 
time as a student 
feeling positive, 
they will go on 
and feel positive 
in their careers, 
and if we’re 
lucky, remember 
the Law School 
as part of what 

launched them on a successful and enjoyable career path.”  
Mahoney is stepping down after eight years as dean on 

July 1, when Professor Risa Goluboff will take the helm. He 
will leave the school financially stronger, with more faculty 
members, more invested in public service and career coun-
seling, and with a broader curriculum than when he began—
all achievements that improve the student experience. 

 

THE PATH  
TO BEING DEAN 

Mahoney grew up in St. Louis, the son of an electrician 
and a homemaker. He majored in electrical engineering at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, but by his 
junior year realized something was missing.  

“It wasn’t the perfect fit for my entire range of interests—
I enjoyed reading and learning about policy issues, history 
and the design of human institutions, not just electrical 
and mechanical devices,” he said. He added a major in po-
litical science, which in turn inspired him to look at study-
ing law.   

After a visit to Yale Law School, he was hooked. While a 
student there, he learned from faculty such as Ralph 
Winter, George Priest and Guido Calabresi. After clerking 

for Winter, who was also a judge on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit, and for U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Thurgood Marshall, Mahoney pursued a corporate 
finance practice. At Sullivan & Cromwell he worked on 
financial transactions in the U.S., Europe, Asia and Latin 
America, representing major financial institutions and 
Fortune 500 companies.   

But three years into his practice, Mahoney realized 
“there’s a part of my brain that this isn’t using.” He wanted 
to look at not only how to comply with a statute or regula-
tion, but why it existed and whether it made sense. As he 
began to consider a career in teaching, he talked to friends 
from Yale who were law professors—Pamela Karlan, a 
classmate, and Dan Ortiz, a year ahead of him in law 
school, both taught at Virginia (Karlan 
now leads the Supreme Court Clinic at 
Stanford, while Ortiz leads the 
Supreme Court Litigation Clinic at 
UVA Law).  

“They just raved about what a won-
derful job it was,” Mahoney said. He 
made the plunge and moved to Char-
lottesville after his oldest son, Brendan, 
was born. His wife, Julia, joined the 
faculty in 1999 and now teaches Corpo-
rations, Feminism and the Free 
Market, Nonprofit Organizations and 
Property at the Law School.  

“I just absolutely loved law teach-
ing—my students, my colleagues and 
Charlottesville—right from the start,” 
he said.  

Mahoney enjoyed a culture that en-
couraged interaction between faculty and students. He 
regularly donated football tickets for the Public Interest 
Law Association auction and hosted tailgate parties, and 
became a fan of the UVA men’s basketball team.  

Mahoney eventually became academic associate dean 
(now called vice dean), and was approached in dean 

For Dean Paul G. Mahoney, 
the key to understanding the famously happy alumni of the 
University of Virginia School of Law is simple: 

“Happy students.”
That motto is critical to the success of the Law School, known for providing 

a collegial experience among students and faculty, and for graduates 
who join a network of more than 17,600 alumni.  

“THE DEFINING 
CHARACTERISTIC OF 
PAUL MAHONEY IS HIS 
ABILITY TO MASTER 
MANY OF THE 
SUBJECTS THAT WERE 
IMPORTANT TO THE 
LAW SCHOOL. One 
disagreed with Paul at 
one’s peril, for he always 
was armed with facts, 
figures, a rigorous 
intellectual argument, 
and a polite and 
engaging smile. He 
always won the 
argument, and the Law 
School is better for it.” 

—Michael Horvitz ’75 
former chair of the 

Law School 
Foundation 

Board of Trustees 
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“People really remember 

their law school experience. I know I do, and I think 
it shapes the way they think about the legal profession 

and being a professional,” Mahoney said.
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searches over the years, but held out until an opening 
became apparent at UVA. “I was never interested in being a 
dean for the sake of being a dean,” he said. “But this place is 
different, and this opportunity was different.” 

   PROSPERING 
DESPITE THE STORM 

Just months after Mahoney became dean, the worst 
financial crisis since the Depression hit the United States 
and much of the world. Normally Mahoney, an expert in 
securities regulation and corporate law, might be among 
the scholars examining the crisis, but his attention was on 
making sure the Law School weathered the storm with 
minimal disruption. Many law schools faced tough budget 
cuts and layoffs, but UVA held steady. 

“Our students and faculty were hit a little bit less hard by 
the financial crisis and the Great Recession than those at 
other law schools,” he said. “With the help of my colleagues 

in the Law School administration, we 
managed to get out in front of the 
decline in the legal job market and the 
decline in the financial markets, and to 
manage our finances and our student 
services in ways that I think cushioned 
the blow a bit more for our community 
than was probably true at a lot of law 
schools.” 

 Roger Kimmel ’71, chair of the Law 
School Foundation board of trustees for 
most of Mahoney’s tenure, said the 
dean’s support for career counseling 
services and loan forgiveness helped 

students and new graduates. 
“Especially during the downturn in the legal market, 

Virginia was able to stay ahead of the curve and lead, in 
many ways, the prominent law schools—lead because of his 
foresight,” Kimmel said. “We had some very unique pro-
grams that were very creatively done that really helped our 
students and enabled those throughout the class to 
succeed, not just the top of the class, which was great.” 

Throughout, Mahoney kept his eye on costs. The Law 
School was the only top-10 law school recognized for its 
administrative efficiency in a 2013 ranking by U.S. News & 
World Report. “He was always very prudent with the 
funds,” Kimmel said. 

Despite the uneven economy, the Law School’s endow-
ment has grown 41 percent, to $486 million, since June 30, 
2008, the day before Mahoney took office. Under his lead-
ership, the school has raised an average of more than $1 
million a month and is on track to post total gift revenue of 
$104 million at the end of this year—an average of $13 
million annually for every year of Mahoney’s eight-year 
deanship. More than 50 percent of alumni gave in each of 
his years as dean (and in the past decade), the highest par-
ticipation rate of any national law school and near the top 
in all of higher education. At the conclusion of the school’s 
last capital campaign in 2012, 72 percent of alumni gave to 
an effort that raised $173.9 million, exceeding the goal of 
$150 million. Alumni participation in recent classes has 
regularly ranged from 80 to 90 percent. 

“This is a spectacular endorsement of the way these 
alumni felt about the law school experience and education 
that they received under Paul’s guidance,” said Michael 
Horvitz ’75, also a past chair of the Law School Foundation 
board of trustees. “Paul worked hard to raise philanthropic 
dollars to benefit the faculty and the curriculum, but his 
focus was mostly on the students.”   

As students faced a more challenging job market during 
the recession, the school shored up student services by 
hiring career counselors, increasing funding for public 
service fellowships and renovating the spaces that house 
Career Services, the Public Service Center, Student Affairs, 
Admissions and Clinics. The Karsh Student Services 
Center, completed in the fall of 2013 and made possible 
through a substantial gift from Martha Lubin Karsh ’81, an 
honorary trustee of the Law School Foundation, and Bruce 
M. Karsh ’80, was a culmination of these efforts.   

“We love the Law School for many reasons. We met there 
and cherish the professors who taught us and the friends we 
made,” Martha Karsh said. “As alumni,” added Bruce Karsh, 
“we have admired the care the Law School’s deans have 
taken to mind the culture of the place. Paul kept the focus on 

“[DEAN MAHONEY IS] 
RESPONSIVE, 
INTELLIGENT, AND, 
HOW DOES ONE PUT 
THIS—NO BALONEY. It 
is never about Paul; it is 
always about the 
institution. Paul is also a 
brilliant decision-maker 
and strategic thinker—
great traits in a leader.” 

—Stanford 
Law School Dean 

Elizabeth Magill ’95, 
who served as vice dean 

under Mahoney 

MAHONEY joined 
the Law School 
faculty in 1990. 

MAHONEY 
had lunch with 
first-year small 

sections each fall. 
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the student experience, and we were proud to support his 
vision for the Student Services Center.” 

EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING 

When he started teaching at the Law School, UVA 
had a reputation for sending graduates to “Big Law,” a rep-
utation that Mahoney said was “not entirely fair” because 
many alumni who started at firms eventually found their 
way to public service. Dealing with that misperception 
became more important, Mahoney said, because firms 
have grown less willing to hire graduates who might only 
stay for two or three years. 

“Firms became much more focused on hiring people 
they could groom for the long run,” he said. “It made a lot 
of sense for us to help students who wanted a career path 
that got them to public service sooner rather than later. 
When I was in law school, Yale was very good at that, and 
it seemed to me that we could be good at it too.” 

In 2009 the school launched the Program in Law and 
Public Service, an intensive mentoring and curricular 
effort designed to 
prepare students for 
careers in public 
service. Up to 25 
students a year are 
admitted. In 
October the school 
announced it would guarantee funding for Public Interest 
Law Association fellowships for students who obtained 
qualifying employment. And the school expanded the 
Robert F. Kennedy ’51 Public Service Fellowships, which 
enable recent J.D. graduates to work in public service posi-
tions while exploring career options and building a profes-
sional network. 

Mahoney also strengthened the school academically 
through recruiting top faculty, including prominent schol-
ars hired from other law schools (see “By the Numbers”). 
Since he became dean, Mahoney has overseen the hiring of 
a third of the current faculty. From the fall of 2008 to the 

fall of 2015, the student-faculty ratio improved from 13.5 to 
9.7 students per faculty member. 

Students also have a broader curriculum today from 
which to choose courses. The Law School has added clinics 
in Consumer Law, Nonprofit Law, Alternative Dispute Res-
olution and Entrepreneurial Law (which helps startups 
through the Darden School of Business incubator). 
Mahoney also expanded the Appellate Litigation Clinic 
with the hiring of Stephen Braga, famous for securing the 
release of two men who had spent decades in prison for 
wrongful murder convictions, including one of the “West 
Memphis Three,” who was on death row. (The Innocence 
Project Clinic at UVA Law also launched in the fall of 2008, 
after being approved by Dean John Jeffries ’73.) 

Mahoney said the range of clinics offer students an op-
portunity to see what practice is about. 

“We’ve managed to develop a clinical program with as-
pirations beyond legal aid,” he said. “One might have been 
a little skeptical initially about whether it was feasible to do 
that in Charlottesville rather than New York City or Wash-
ington, D.C., but it’s turned out to be very successful.” 

The John W. Glynn, Jr. ’65 Law & Business Program was 
also named during Mahoney’s tenure, and Andrew Vollmer 

’78, former deputy general counsel of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, was hired to lead the program. The 
program’s effort to teach law in the context of real-world 
business problems has influenced other areas of the cur-
riculum. One of the program’s touchstones is bringing in 
practicing lawyers and business leaders to teach students 
how to handle problems they may face in practice. 

“That way of teaching has spread beyond Law & Busi-
ness into other areas of the curriculum,” Mahoney said. 

Another way students can now get hands-on experience 
is through the Externships Program. Launched in 2013, it 
allows students to earn a semester of academic credit while 

IN MAY 2015, 
Mahoney testified 

before the U.S. House 
Financial Services 

Subcommittee on “The 
Dodd-Frank Act and 

Regulatory Overreach.”

“I was never interested in being a dean 
for the sake of being a dean,” he said. “But this place is different, 

and this opportunity was different.”
 

MAHONEY at the 
swearing-in ceremony 

of former U.S. Attorney 
Timothy Heaphy ’91 in 

2009. Guests included 
then-U.S. Attorney 

General 
Eric Holder and U.S. 

Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

Secretary Gen. 
Eric K. Shinseki.
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working full-time or part-time for nonprofit or government 
employers. 

Taking these programs into consideration, graduates 
may be more ready for practice than ever. 

“Our graduates emerge with the most career-advanta-
geous mix of analytical and people skills that you can 
obtain in a law school,” Mahoney said. “Our students, 
through their interactions with the faculty and their inter-
actions with one another, get a lot of experience in negoti-

ating, solving problems in a team setting, and working well 
with their boss, the people they supervise and their peers. 
They routinely graduate from UVA and become key 
members—and often leaders—within their institutions.”  

One measure of prestige among law schools is clerkship 
placement, particularly at the Supreme Court and in 
federal courts. The Law School is fourth among law 
schools, after Yale, Harvard and Stanford, in placing grad-
uates at the Supreme Court during Mahoney’s deanship, 
and has also placed an impressive 592 clerks in federal 

courts during that time (see “By the 
Numbers”).  

 Mahoney praised the efforts of the 
faculty, Senior Assistant Dean for 
Career Services Kevin Donovan and 
Director of Clerkships Ruth Payne ’02, 
who “have just been unbelievably 
hard-working” in getting students’ 
names and resumes in front of judges 
and preparing students for interviews. 

LEADING 
BY EXAMPLE 
Mahoney has also served on the 
ABA Council of the Section of Legal 
Education, working on the formula-
tion and implementation of standards 
and policies for accrediting law 
schools. 

 “Paul Mahoney has been a preter-
naturally astute and capable dean, 
alert to every development in legal 
education in the United States and 
fiercely protective of his beloved Uni-
versity of Virginia,” Yale Law School 

Dean Robert Post said. “All of us in law school administra-
tion have been lucky to count him as a colleague during 
these last many difficult years. His judgment and insight 
have been indispensable and sterling.”  

Mahoney provided mentorship closer to home as well. 
Former Vice Dean Elizabeth Magill ’95, who began her 
term in 2009 under Mahoney, was selected to be Stanford’s 
dean in 2012.  

 “Paul is a great listener and he always gives reasons for 
his decisions,” Magill said. 
“To my mind, these are es-
sential traits in a dean 
because a dean has to make 
decisions that cannot please 
everyone.  It is not easy to 
make decisions that disap-

point people, but listening to others and explaining the 
reasons for your decisions will, one hopes, allow people to 
respect you even if they do not agree with you.”  

 Current Vice Dean George Geis has worked closely with 
Mahoney since 2012, and has seen him make tough choices. 

“In order to successfully lead a law school, a dean needs 
to make hundreds, if not thousands, of decisions each 
year,” Geis said. “I have been fortunate to work with Paul 
on many of the more difficult calls, and I remain amazed at 
his abilities. He possesses enormous integrity and is always 

WITH 2015 
COMMENCEMENT 
SPEAKER 
DEMAURICE 
SMITH ’89, 
executive director 
of the National 
Football League 
Players 
Association. 

“It made a lot of sense for us 
to help students who wanted a career path that got them 
to public service sooner rather than later.” 
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 FUNDRAISING

41% growth in endowment  

(from $344 million to $486 

million)

$91 million raised  

$1 million in gifts per month

 
 ALUMNI LOYALTY

71% of alumni contributed to 

the Law School’s capital 

campaign (2004-12), which 

raised $174 million 

More than 50% of alumni gave 

each year

 SUPPORTING 
 PUBLIC SERVICE

$18 million spent on public 

service fellowships, loan 

forgiveness, the Public Service 

Center, and the Law and Public 

Service Program

 A GENERATION 
 OF GRADUATES

3,200+ degrees awarded since 

July 2008 (expected through 

May 2016)

 

 ALUMNI 
 CLERKSHIPS 
 (2009-16 COURT TERMS)*

23 U.S. Supreme Court 

223 U.S. Courts of Appeal

369 U.S. District Courts and 

Other Federal Courts

132 State Courts
____________

747 TOTAL

*HIRING IS STILL 

TAKING PLACE 

FOR THE 2016 

COURT TERM 

BY THE NUMBERS 
DEAN MAHONEY’S TENURE THROUGH JUNE 30, 2015, EXCEPT WHERE NOTED

  
FACULTY

 
9.7:1 student-
faculty ratio 
in fall 2015 
(13.5:1 in fall 
2008) 
 

1/3 of current 
resident faculty 
have been 
hired since 
Mahoney began 
his tenure. 

LATERAL
FACULTY 

HIRED

 

Margo Bagley 
Darryl Brown  
Michael Collins 
Michael Doran 
John Duffy  
Kimberly Ferzan 

George Geis  
Deborah Hellman 
Jason Johnston  
Douglas Laycock
Ruth Mason 
Gregory Mitchell 

Saikrishna Prakash  
Frederick Schauer  
Barbara Spellman  
A. Benjamin 

Spencer
Ethan Yale  
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willing to do the right thing—even under very challenging or 
stressful situations. He has shrewd strategic vision, an eter-
nally positive attitude, perceptive people skills, and a contin-
ued willingness to sweat the small details. Each of these 
traits is valuable; finding a dean with all of them is rare.” 

The dean’s stature as one of the leading experts in corpo-
rate law was a critical asset to the school as well, said Edward 
J. “Ned” Kelly ’81, former chairman of Citigroup Inc.’s Insti-
tutional Clients Group who also teaches at the Law School. 
Kelly knew Mahoney through his work as chair of the Foun-
dation’s Investment Committee and through their shared 
interest in financial markets and regulation.  

Kelly said he frequently refers to Mahoney’s book, 
“Wasting a Crisis: Why Securities Regulation Fails,” which 
was published last year, in his course on responses to the 
financial crisis. 

“What’s remarkable to me, given Paul’s other considerable 
responsibilities, is that he’s continued to be a thought leader 
on issues of financial market structure and the unintended 
consequences of regulation,” Kelly said. “I’ve very seldom 
raised an issue or explored an issue with him where I haven’t 
found he has something interesting to say about it.” 

LOOKING 
AHEAD 
Mahoney will spend the fall 
working on his research while at Stan-
ford Law School, where Magill has 
offered office space to him and Julia. 
The location will allow them to be 
close to their youngest son, Matt, a 
Dartmouth graduate who works at 3LP 
Advisors in Silicon Valley. Mahoney 
will return to UVA in the spring, and 
will resume teaching in the fall of 2017. 
His oldest son, Brendan, also a Dart-
mouth graduate, 
works at Cogo 
Labs, a venture 
accelerator in Cam-
bridge, Massachu-
setts. 

Mahoney said he 
is looking forward 
to getting back to 

research and teaching more intensively. 
“My area of research became a front-

page issue within six months after the 
time I became dean,” he said. “I didn’t 
have the opportunity to participate in 
academic debates about financial regu-
lation to nearly the extent I would have 
liked. My biggest goal in my post-dean 
career is to try to catch up and try to further establish 
myself as an academic expert in my area.” 

Though Mahoney has been meeting with Goluboff about 
the coming leadership transition, he said his best advice is 

“to develop strategies 
for turning on a dime.” 

“A dean has to con-
stantly be asking, are 
we doing everything we 
can to educate the stu-
dents better and 

prepare them better for their careers? Are we doing every-
thing we possibly can to hire the best faculty and to 
provide them with every tool they need to do their best 
work?” 

Mahoney said one of the hardest parts of stepping down 
from his post will be the loss of frequent interaction with 
alumni on the road.  

“Our alumni are wonderful people and it is a real plea-
sure to be around them,” he said.  ▼▲

“HE’S A GREAT 
AMBASSADOR FOR 
THE LAW SCHOOL—
THE ALUMNI LOVE HIM. 
I think Paul has fabulous 
personal qualities. He is 
not a devotee of 
political correctness, 
which endears him to 
me. He loves good food, 
and he loves fine red 
wine, both of which are 
important qualities in 
friendship and 
fellowship, in my book.” 

—John Warden ’65, 
former chair of the 

Law School Foundation 
Board of Trustees

PAUL AND JULIA MAHONEY at a 
reunion weekend reception.

“A dean has to constantly be asking, 
are we doing everything we can to educate the students better 
and prepare them better for their careers?”
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The University of Virginia announced Nov. 20 that Risa 
L. Goluboff will be the 12th dean of the School of Law. She 
will replace Dean Paul Mahoney, who is stepping down after 
serving eight years as dean. The appointment is effective 
July 1.

Goluboff, a renowned legal historian specializing in civil 
rights, is the John Allan Love Professor of Law and profes-
sor of history at UVA and serves as the director of the J.D.-
M.A. in history dual-degree program. She is also a faculty 
affiliate of UVA’s Carter G. Woodson Institute for African-
American and African Studies and faculty associate of the 
Governing America in a Global Era Program at UVA’s Miller 
Center. Goluboff will be the first woman to serve as dean of 
the Law School.

“Risa Goluboff’s dedication and vision make her the ideal 
candidate to move the Law School forward in ways that will 
benefit both the school and the University,” President Teresa 
A. Sullivan said. “Risa brings to the deanship exceptionally 
strong scholarship, leadership ability and passion.”

Goluboff, the author of the new book “Vagrant Nation: 
Police Power, Constitutional Change and the Making of the 
1960s,”  has written or co-written numerous books, articles 
and book chapters and received UVA’s prestigious All-Uni-
versity Teaching Award. She is the author of the 2010 book, 
“The Lost Promise of Civil Rights,” which received the 
Order of the Coif award for best book in the legal field and 
the James Willard Hurst Prize. Her other awards include a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, a Fulbright Scholarship and the 
Frederick Burkhardt Residential Fellowship.  

Goluboff received a bachelor’s in history and sociology 

from Harvard College, a juris doctorate from Yale Law 
School and a doctorate in history from Princeton University. 
After graduating law school, she clerked for Judge Guido 
Calabresi of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen G. Breyer.

“We are delighted that Risa has agreed to serve in this 
important leadership position,” UVA Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost Thomas C. Katsouleas said. “She is argu-
ably the most prominent legal historian of her generation 
and the kind of teacher who transforms lives. With appoint-
ments in three other departments across the University of 
Virginia, Risa is a leader in interdisciplinary partnerships. 
This is critical to the faculty team-building philosophy we 
are embracing at UVA to better serve our students and 
produce cutting-edge research.” 

“Having served UVA’s School of Law and the University 
for the past 13 years, this is a dream come true,” Goluboff 
said. “UVA has long been a model of legal education—dedi-
cated to advancing scholarly excellence, training top-notch 
lawyers and serving the public interest. I am honored to be a 
part of this historic institution and build upon its legacy.”

“We would also like to express our gratitude to the search 
committee, chaired by John Jeffries, for the diligent, 
thoughtful and collegial recruitment and deliberations in 
choosing the next dean of the UVA School of Law,” Katsou-
leas said. “I believe that the extraordinary quality of the can-
didates for this position reflects the many accomplishments 
of Paul Mahoney and the many others who have positioned 
the school as one of the best in the country.” ▼▲

—Anthony P. de Bruyn

The New DEAN
Risa Goluboff, a legal historian, will be the first woman to serve as dean of UVA Law 
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Saying 
Goodbye 

to 
‘Nino’

U.S. SUPREME 
COURT JUSTICE 
ANTONIN SCALIA 
was a UVA Law 
faculty member 
from 1967 to 1974, 
and later helped 
found the Journal 
of Law & Politics 
as an adjunct 
professor.
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SCALIA, a leader of the conservative originalist movement, 
kept strong ties to the school. He had been scheduled to speak 
in Charlottesville in February as part of the Federalist Society’s 
national student symposium, which was being hosted by UVA 
Law’s student chapter. (Former U.S. Solicitor General Paul 
Clement spoke in tribute to the justice instead.) Scalia spoke 
at the Virginia Law Review’s centennial celebration in 2014 
and at many occasions hosted by the 
Law School over the years. 

In 2008, Scalia received the Thomas 
Jefferson Foundation Medal in Law, the 
highest external honor bestowed by the 
University of Virginia. During that visit 
to the school, Scalia lectured to the 
entire first-year class on constitutional 
law, at an event hosted by Professor 
Micah Schwartzman. Six UVA Law 
graduates have clerked for Scalia in the 
past 10 years alone.

Few UVA Law alumni can claim to 
have had as close a relationship with the 
late justice as Brian Donato ’70. They 
were friends for 48 years, dating to the 
summer before Scalia began teaching at the Law School. Donato 
is godfather to Scalia’s son Paul. 

“He was a wonderful person and a great friend,” Donato 
recalled. “He was extremely warm-hearted and generous. I 
saw him several times a year—hunting, fishing and sharing 
meals with him and his wonderful wife, 
Maureen.”

Donato likes to tell the unlikely story of 
how he met the future Supreme Court 
justice. Three weeks before classes started, 
Donato and his wife had much of their furniture damaged by 
a moving company. Not knowing any lawyers in town, he called 
up Scalia, his soon-to-be Contracts professor, and asked if he 
would help deal with the recalcitrant moving company. Upon 
securing full reimbursement for the items that had been broken, 
Scalia presented him with the bill: dinner with their wives at 
Donato’s place.

“So they came out to eat at our folding card table, and brought 
a bottle of Sicilian brandy,” Donato said with a laugh. “We 
enjoyed ourselves until four in the morning.”

“He had a wonderful laugh,” Donato added. “He was every 
bit as humane as anybody you could imagine. He never put on 
airs whatsoever.”

While Scalia was teaching at UVA Law, Donato said, he made 
it a priority to have a good relationship with the students. He 
remembers Scalia fielding queries and discussing issues with 
students while flipping burgers on the grill at backyard parties, 
never shying away from a good debate. 

During alumnus Todd Sloan’s first year at UVA Law, Scalia 
taught Sloan’s small-section Contracts class. Scalia “was re-

spected by all,” said Sloan, who gradu-
ated in 1972 and has also taught at the 
Law School. 

“There was a bit of a raconteur about 
him. We spoke tenderly about Rose of 
Aberlone and discussed char-a-bancs,” 
Sloan said, referring to cases often taught 
in contracts courses. “So the class had 
a bit of a trivia game about it. He was an 
amazing instructor; I learned much 
about contracts and life from this good 
man.”

Katherine Mims Crocker ’12 clerked 
for Justice Scalia, and recalled, in an 
article for the Richmond Times-Dis-
patch, that, though he may have seemed 

“larger than life” from afar, “to his law clerks, ‘the Boss’ (as we 
called him) was a real person, a mentor, and—in many ways—a 
friend.” 

“It might sound trite to say that Justice Scalia lived the fullest 
life imaginable,” she continued, “but, again, he did. Equally 

comfortable in the opera house and the duck blind, he pursued 
a remarkable range of avocational interests. And with nine 
children and dozens of grandchildren, family was never far 
from his mind.”

UVA Law Professor John F. Duffy, writing in the National 
Review, remembered his own initial disappointment, while 
he clerked for Scalia, at his boss being assigned a relatively 
low-profile, technical case about Social Security benefits. 

“But I soon realized that my boss was not unhappy in the 
least,” he wrote. “The case was a chance to do some good—to 
give the statutory text a straightforward and sensible reading; 
to clean up an area of law that had caused confusion and circuit 
splits for years; to make a tiny advance for the rule of law. This 

Alumni and friends remember former faculty member 

Justice Antonin Scalia

Some knew him as ‘Nino.’ Others, ‘The Boss.’ 
In the wake of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia’s death on Feb. 13, members of the 

Law School community remembered and celebrated the life of their colleague, 
mentor and friend. Scalia served as a faculty member at the school from 1967 to 1974.

by  ANDREW MARTIN
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Justice Scalia’s UVA Law Clerks 

SAYING GOODBYE TO ‘NINO’

is what lawyers and judges are trained to do, and Justice Scalia 
was masterly, and very happy, doing it.”

Professor Richard Bonnie ’69 served on the faculty alongside 
Scalia and also worked in Washington, D.C., at the same time 
as Scalia did in the early 1970s.

“Every interaction was at once serious and fun—I was ever 
on guard for the unexpected insight and the acerbic aside,” 
Bonnie said. “Nino was larger than life even then.”

At a Feb. 25 event at the Law School discussing Scalia’s legacy 
and the future of the court, Slate legal correspondent and senior 
editor Dahlia Lithwick said Scalia helped educate and influence 
a generation of lawyers.

“None of us—none of us—who’ve gone to law school when 
Scalia [was] on the bench can say that we’re not completely 
shaped by his interpretive approach and his style,” she said.

At the same event, UVA Law professor Frederick Schauer 

said Scalia’s influence was greatest in formulating a theory of 
how to interpret the Constitution that conservatives could 
rally behind. Scalia looked to the meaning of the Framers’ and 
lawmakers’ language rather than their intent.

“The entire nature of the position against so-called living 
constitutionalism has been shifted from original intent to 
original public meaning,” Schauer said. “That’s almost en-
tirely Justice Scalia’s doing.”

Scalia’s legacy, for those who knew him, is also one of friend-
ship. “I think the country misses him, and will continue to 
miss him,” Donato concluded. “Whether you agreed with him 
or not, the justices loved him. He had some really biting dis-
sents, and didn’t suffer fools, but he was never mean-spirited. 
He loved the joy of being in there, wrestling with these issues. 
He would be so excited after coming out of a conference, and 
we’d sit and have a beautiful lunch. He loved the law.” ▼▲

Katherine Twomey Allen ’08

J. Scott Ballenger ’96

Daniel Aaron Bress ’05

Donald Burke ’08

Katherine Grace Mims Crocker ’12

John Savage Moran ’10 

Robert H. Tiller ’86 

Jonathan Daniel Urick ’13

PROFESSOR SCALIA officiates the 
annual Virginia Law Weekly-Virginia 

Law Review football game at Mad 
Bowl in 1970.

THE UVA LAW 
FACULTY 

IN 1968

SCALIA 
RECEIVED 

the Thomas 
Jefferson 

Foundation Medal 
in Law 

in 2008.

SCALIA SPOKE at the Virginia 
Law Review’s centennial dinner 

in February 2014.
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SAYING GOODBYE TO ‘NINO’

I REMEMBER the first time I 
met Justice Scalia. I was 
working on a paper over the 
winter break my 2L year and 
sitting in the UVA Law 
Library with my now-wife 
Lisa. The library was empty, 
but then a man entered and 
started walking around. Lisa 
whispered to me, “I think 
that’s Justice Scalia.” It 
appeared to be him, but I 
could not tell for certain. 
Realizing this was very likely 
my only opportunity to ever 
speak with the justice, I went 
up to him and all I could 
think to say was, “Are you 
Justice Scalia?” To which he 
responded with a dry smile, 
“Someone has to be.”

Little did I know that I 
would be privileged to clerk 
for him several years later, 
and to know him for many 
more years after that. I wish 
everyone had the opportunity 
to know him as I and the 
other law clerks did. He was a 
thoughtful and caring man, a 
devoted husband and father, a 
person of exceptional 
integrity and principle, and a 
patient boss (“The Boss,” as 
we called him). He would 
have been all of these things 
even if he were not also a 
Supreme Court justice, and 
even if he were not possessed 
of one of the finest legal 
minds our country has ever 
known. His contributions to 
our shared profession are 
incalculable. He thought and 
cared so deeply about law, 
both in its theoretical 
dimensions and as a technical 
craft. He wanted—badly—to 
get it right, idea by idea, word 
by word. But as a person, he 
had a fundamental decency 
and a zest for living that 

pervaded his work and his 
interactions with others. This 
was how he led his life.

Clerking for the justice was 
exhilarating. When he 
wanted all four law clerks to 
come into his office to discuss 
a matter, he would ask his 
secretary to “summon the 
clerkerati!” He preferred to 
argue about cases and en-
couraged (and expected) us 
to push back against him. 
These conversations, which 
could go on for some time and 
with increasing animation, 
took place under the watchful 
gaze of an enormous mounted 
elk, nicknamed “Leroy,” that 
hung on his office wall. When 
the justice was preparing to 
issue an opinion, he would 
“book” the opinion with the 
law clerk assigned to the case. 
This meant sitting with the 
justice for hours with every 
source cited in the opinion, 
which he personally re-
viewed. The justice would 
read the entire opinion aloud 
as he went through it, fre-
quently consulting the dic-
tionary (only the “Webster’s 
Second Edition” and not the 
“Webster’s Third Edition,” 
which the justice, a stickler 
for language, disdained as 
wretched and unacceptable). 
Scalia opinions are instantly 
recognizable in substance 
and tone, but what I will 
recall most was not any par-
ticular turn of phrase or 
opinion, but the careful 
process that led to them and 
how much the justice truly 
enjoyed working on them. 

It may be of note to many 
UVA Law alumni and 
students to know how much 
Justice Scalia loved and 
respected the University of 

Virginia. He had many fond 
memories of teaching at the 
Law School. Years later, he 
would hire Law School 
graduates as clerks (pleased 
that the Law School 
continued to give out letter 
grades). He had many close 
friends on the faculty, 
including Lillian BeVier, John 
Jeffries and his former law 
clerk John Duffy. In 2008 
Scalia received the Thomas 
Jefferson 
Foundation 
Medal in Law, 
and knew the 
significance of 
the honor. As he 
had occasion to 
write in one of 
his opinions, 
“there is only 
one University of Virginia.”

One of the last times I saw 
the justice was on the 
occasion of the retirement of 
one of his long-time 
secretaries, Crystal Martin. 
The justice hosted a lunch at 
the Supreme Court in her 
honor and invited both 
former law clerks and 
Crystal’s entire family. As 
after-lunch entertainment, he 
had arranged for an opera 
singer from the Washington 
National Opera to be present. 
Somewhat amazingly, for the 
final number the justice 
joined him in a duet of “Some 
Enchanted Evening.” Hearing 
the justice belt out a serenade 
to his secretary and friend 
was not only hilarious, but 
also emblematic of his charm 
and fearlessness. What other 
boss, aside from The Boss, 
would do such a thing?

Upon learning of the 
justice’s sudden passing, I was 
stricken with that emotion 

that is not sensed until felt, 
and when felt is felt acutely: 
grief. Grief for his wife and 
the family who cherished 
him, grief for having lost a 
mentor, grief that the court 
and our nation had lost a 
remarkable citizen. I wish 
there was one more 
constitutional law class he 
could visit or one more 
opinion he could write. I wish 
I could see him again at a law 

clerk’s reunion 
and say thank 
you. It was a 
privilege to have 
known him and 
to have learned 
under him. Years 
from now, I look 
forward to my 
children telling 

me they learned about him in 
school, and being able to 
share with them more about 
my time with the justice. As 
many others have already 
written in recent months, 
Justice Scalia will be 
regarded as among our 
country’s most consequential 
jurists. But behind the legal 
theories and the writings was 
a man who took great 
pleasure in law and in people. 
I will remember him by the 
joy he found in law and life.

Dan Bress, a former 
editor-in-chief of the 

Virginia Law Review, 
clerked for Justice Scalia 

during the 2006 term. 
He is currently a 

litigation partner at 
Kirkland & Ellis in 
Washington, D.C.

A Clerk’s Remembrance
Dan Bress ’05
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Happy 100th, Mort!

CAPLIN IN 1962 
still found time 
to jump rope 
and box in the 
Pentagon gym 
while serving as 
IRS commissioner.
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HAPPY 100TH, MORT!

His name is well-known to every 
UVA Law graduate, and his penchant 

for bow ties is almost as famous. 
Over the course of a career in law, 

education, and government service, 
Mortimer Caplin ’40 has seemingly 

lived several lifetimes, 
each distinguished 

by remarkable 
and influential 

achievements, from 
his time as an actor 
and boxer when he 

was an undergraduate 
at UVA, to his 

service in the U.S. 
Navy on D-Day, 

to his work as IRS 
commissioner during 

the administration of President 
John F. Kennedy, and beyond. 

On July 11, Caplin will celebrate 
his 100th birthday, providing an 

excellent occasion to look back over 
the accomplishments of, in the words 

of former Law School Dean Robert 
Scott, “an exemplar of a professional 

life well-lived.” In honor of this 
milestone, we spoke with Caplin and 

some of his peers and colleagues 
about highlights of his life and career. 

Undergraduate 
Success

Caplin entered UVA as an undergrad-
uate in 1933. In a recent interview, he 
recalled his first trip to Virginia, a 
drive from New York City with his 
father and a family friend who had a 
son at UVA. They made the trip on 
Lincoln’s birthday, Caplin said, and 
there was a light snow falling over 
Grounds. He was taken to a boxing 
match—“it was the only winning team 
they had then”—and developed a 
passion for the sport. “I hadn’t done 
much boxing before then,” Caplin 
said. “But I’d witnessed a lot of boxing 
bouts, heavyweight fights, things of 
that sort.” 

 He had been the captain of his 
swim team in high school and a swim-
ming instructor at a camp for two 
months every summer. “Swimming 
really wasn’t a good sport for boxing—
different sets of muscles,” Caplin said. 

“But that was how I got into athletics.” He was a well-re-
garded intercollegiate boxer throughout his years at UVA. 

He also excelled academically, earning the highest 
honors and selection for Phi Beta Kappa. Though he knew 
he wanted to go to law school from an early point in his 
academic career, he was also very involved in drama. He 
was president of the Virginia Players and acted in a number 
of plays as an undergraduate, including the title role in 
“Julius Caesar.” 

“For about 15 minutes I thought maybe I ought to 
become a stage actor,” he said. This part of his passion lives 
on at UVA in the Ruth Caplin Theatre, built in 2013 and 
named for his wife, who was also deeply passionate about 
and involved with the dramatic arts. She died in 2014. They 
were married for 71 years and raised five children: Mary 
Ellen, Jeremy, Cate, Lee  ’72 and Michael ’76.

HERE’S WHY NOBODY HOLDS 
A Birthday CANDLE TO YOU… 

A FORMER 
FACULTY 
MEMBER, alumnus, 
and well-known 
face at many UVA 
Law events over 
the years, Caplin 
served as IRS 
commissioner 
under John F. 
Kennedy.

by  ANDREW MARTIN
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Training 
in Law and War

After Caplin graduated in 1937, he 
went to the Law School, where he 
quickly stood out as well, rising to 
become editor-in-chief of the Virginia 
Law Review and first in his class. He 
went on to a prestigious clerkship 
with the widely admired Judge Ar-
mistead M. Dobie ’04 of the U.S. 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, a 
former dean at UVA Law. 

“I had a good running start,” Caplin 
said. 

From there, he went on to work for 
the firm Cohen, Cole, Weiss and 
Wharton in New York, which 
eventually became known as Paul, 
Weiss, one of the leading law firms 
in the country. However, his work 
in New York was interrupted by 
World War II. 

He enlisted in the Navy in 1943 
and served as a beachmaster on 
Omaha Beach in Normandy as part 
of the D-Day invasion, in charge of 
40 men, an assistant beachmaster 
and the Navy doctor. It was his 
unit’s job to serve as a nexus 
between the ships and the troops 
on the beach. It was impossible to 
prepare for what they were to find 
the morning after the initial D-Day 
landing. 

“We’d been going through training 
for almost a year, under less-than-
favorable conditions, so we had a basic 
idea of what to expect,” Caplin said. 
But still, the carnage they encoun-
tered was a shock. He was in France 
for about a month. Among his impor-
tant duties were to open landing lanes, 
assist with casualties on the beach, 
help bury the dead, repair damaged 
boats and maintain ship-to-shore 
communications. Later, he aided in 
repairing the port of Cherbourg so 
that that ships could dock there di-
rectly.

In 2009, he was named a chevalier 
of the Legion of Honor by the presi-

dent of France for his contributions to 
the U.S. role in the liberation of the 
country. 

After his service on Omaha Beach, 
he was given new duty in Plymouth, 
England, as legal officer for the com-
mander of Amphibious Bases and 
Craft, United Kingdom. He was in 
London on VE Day. “Picadilly Circus 
was wild,” he said. “I was at Bucking-
ham Palace and witnessed the speech-
es of Winston Churchill and King 

George VI. There 
were many divi-
dends out of all 
this. It was a 
great event.” 

The Kennedys 
and the IRS

After the war, he returned to New 
York.  While resuming work at his 
firm, he took more law classes, this 
time at New York University under 
the GI Bill, trying, in his words, “to 
re-learn everything I’d forgotten.” He 
returned to UVA Law in 1950, teach-
ing classes on corporations and taxa-
tion. It was during this time that he 
taught Robert and Ted Kennedy of the 
classes of 1951 and 1959, respectively. 

“Bob didn’t volunteer very much, 
but he was a better student than Ted,” 
Caplin remembered. “I got to like Bob 

very much when I came to Washing-
ton, when he was attorney general, 
and we worked very closely together. 
He was a real star.” 

It was through the younger Kenne-
dys, and Bill Battle ’47, a partner in a 
Charlottesville law firm, that Caplin 
met John F. Kennedy, who was visit-
ing the University during his cam-
paign for president. After Kennedy 
was elected, Caplin received a phone 
call from Ted Sorensen, Kennedy’s 
chief advisor and speechwriter, asking 
if he wanted to join his “tax task 
force.” 

“I didn’t wait very long to give the 
answer,” Caplin said. 

In 1961, Caplin became the IRS 
commissioner under President 
Kennedy, and in 1963 he appeared 
on the cover of Time magazine in 
that role. “We were trying to 
change the underlying philosophy” 
of the IRS, Caplin explained. “We 
put the emphasis on better self-
assessment, and not so much on 
putting people in jail.” 

George K. Yin, Edwin S. Cohen 
Distinguished Professor of Law 
and Taxation at UVA Law, said that 
Caplin’s commitment to the rule of 
law and to public service were 
vividly illustrated in his time as 
IRS commissioner. 

“He really emphasized the im-
portance of full compliance with the 
law and promoted policies and prac-
tices to help taxpayers achieve that 
objective and help the agency enforce 
it,” Yin said. “He is extremely proud—
rightfully so—to have gotten President 
Kennedy to visit the IRS to speak to 
the employees during his tenure as 
commissioner—the only president to 
do so. Mort understood full well that 
the work of the staff who perform the 
thankless task of collecting taxes 
really epitomizes public service.”

When Caplin left the IRS in 1964, 
he received the Alexander Hamilton 
Award, the highest honor conferred 
by the secretary of the Treasury. 

Soon after leaving the government, 

CAPLIN POSED 
in 1951 after 

completing his 

first year as law 

professor.
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Caplin founded the tax firm Caplin & 
Drysdale with a former law student of 
his, Doug Drysdale ’53. 

“Mort had identified a number of 
very talented young lawyers working 
for the Treasury and in the IRS chief 
counsel’s office,” Drysdale said. “That 
first year or so a number of those 
lawyers joined us. Our objective was 
to have a firm of highly talented 
people and do good work.” The firm 
emphasized hiring people with a 
sense of public service, and did very 
little lobbying. 

“Mort was very generous, both in a 
financial sense and in relation to the 
management of the firm,” Drysdale 
added. “It was possible for a young 
person to advance more quickly than 
in most typical firms.” 

The boutique firm has now been in 
business for more than 50 years—“a 
good sign,” Drysdale joked.

Michael Graetz ’69, a tax law expert 
and former member of the Law School 
faculty currently serving as the Co-
lumbia Alumni Professor of Tax Law 
at Columbia Law School, noted that 
Caplin played an important role in 
institution-building in his time as IRS 
commissioner and in founding Caplin 
& Drysdale. “He’s a far-sighted indi-
vidual,” said Graetz, who has also 
served on the annual Virginia Tax 

Study Group, a conference hosted by 
the Law School, with Caplin. “He saw 
an opportunity to create a law firm 
and build it by hiring Supreme Court 
clerks, which was not an obvious 
thing for a tax practice. He hired the 
best people he could possibly find.”  

 
A Cherished 
Alumnus
Over the years, Caplin has been an 
integral part of the Law School, giving 
both his time and money to the insti-

tution where he learned and taught. 
In addition to the Ruth Caplin 
Theatre, for which he and his wife 
donated $4 million to the University, 
there is the Law School’s Caplin Audi-
torium, the Mortimer Caplin Profes-
sorship, the Mortimer Caplin Public 
Service Center, the Mortimer Caplin 
Public Service Fellowship and Caplin 
Pavilion. This year he pledged to 
match up to $50,000 of gifts made on 
Thomas Jefferson’s birthday.

Scott said Caplin was the first 
alumnus he called when looking for a 
chair for the executive committee of 
the Law School’s capital campaign in 
1992. 

“He could have said, couldn’t you 
pass that to a younger person?” Scott 
recalled with a laugh. “But of course, 

he didn’t. He hosted events at his 
offices, he came to every meeting. You 
couldn’t ask for a more loyal, honor-
able embodiment of the highest levels 
of skill and integrity as a lawyer.”

The campaign eventually raised 
$200 million, the most ever by a law 
school campaign at that time. 

Caplin also served on the Univer-
sity’s Board of Visitors from 1992 to 
1997 and on the Board of Trustees of 
the Law School Foundation for 18 
years, becoming an honorary member 
in 2001. Caplin taught at the Law 

School from 1965 to 1988 as a visiting 
professor.

In 2001, he received the Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial Foundation 
Medal in Law, the highest honor the 
University gives.

In reflecting on his time as a UVA 
student, Caplin said his education had 
a “major impact” on the course of his 
life. He, in turn, has had as substantial 
an impact on his alma mater as 
anyone could hope to have, an impact 
that will continue to be felt for the 
century to come. 

As Graetz observed, “If anybody 
ever deserved to live a great life for a 
hundred years, he’s the most deserv-
ing I can imagine.” ▼▲

WORKING AT    
THE IRS, March 21, 
1962.

A STUDENT AT  
THE UNIVERSITY 
and a member of 
the boxing team.

MORTIMER 
CAPLIN, a 
beachmaster in 
Normandy during 
World War II.
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MORTIMER 
CAPLIN with 
his law firm co-
founder, Doug 
Drysdale ’53,        
in 2014.
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PUBLIC SPEAKING PROGRAM OFFERS HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE    TO STRENGTHEN VERBAL SKILLS        BY ANDREW MARTIN 

A STUDENT in Professor Molly Bishop 
Shadel’s Advanced Verbal Persuasion 
class, one of many Public Speaking 
Program offerings at the Law School, had 
just given a presentation about his 
mother’s rise from working in a factory 
stitching beanbags for corn hole games 
to running her own company that makes 
them. To illustrate the story, the student 
had brought an example of her work with 
him to the stage. The speech had gone 
over well, but there were a few things to 
think about. 

“As soon as you bring out those bean-
bags, we’re looking at them, waiting for 
them,” Shadel said, bringing to bear her 
experience as a theater director in New 
York. “Then, when you finally got to them, 
it was a long walk across the stage to pick 
them up. As soon as we see a prop, we’re 
going to focus our attention on it—it’s the 
most compelling thing on the stage. So 
you need to figure out where it’s going to 
be physically so you can use it effectively.” 

The student nodded, taking this in. His 
presentation, like all of the others in the 
class, was being videotaped, so that he 
could go back later and see the subtle 
changes that were being suggested. Other 
students added praise and critiques, notic-
ing everything from the student’s strong 
body language to his occasional use of 
“so” as a “filler word” to begin sentences. 

The Public Speaking Program, started 
in 2002, was designed with the goal of 
improving the persuasive skills of law 
students in and out of the classroom, both 
in public presentations and in one-on-one 
interactions. 

Shadel and Professor Robert Sayler run 
the program and, with help from adjunct 
faculty members, teach its classes, which 
have expanded beyond the typical scope 
of public speaking courses. The classes 
are designed to prepare students for every 
aspect of self-presentation that a lawyer 
might encounter. 

“There is something special about the 
need for, and the kind of verbal skills re-
quired for, a lawyer,” Sayler said. “We talk, 
as lawyers, a ton. Lawyers are talking to 
clients, to each other. As a lawyer, 90 
percent of my day was on the phone with 
clients, having internal meetings, case 
meetings, committee meetings. It’s a 
spectacularly oral field. It is never to say 
that great writing and great analysis 
should dwindle. But the demand on you 
to be effective, impressive and respected 
while you’re talking grows exponential-
ly with every year.”

Jack Bisceglia ’16 has already found 
that to be very much the case in his 
summer associate work. He participated 
in a mock trial at the firm as part of litiga-
tion training, and said the preparation he 

received from Sayler and Shadel made 
him feel ready to present his team’s 
closing argument to a partner and former 
federal judge.

“While Professor Shadel and Professor 
Sayler’s instruction has obvious benefits 
for those who want to practice in a court-
room, I was surprised by how often I have 
relied on their lessons on a daily basis, 
whether I’m presenting some research to 
a partner or just working on a group 
project here at the Law School,” Bisceglia 
said. “They make a great case for the im-
portance of teaching rhetoric to all stu-
dents.”

The program began with a class called 
Hallmarks of Distinguished Advocacy, 
now co-taught by Sayler and Shadel, 
which begins with bedrock advocacy, but 
focuses as it progresses on the important 
aspects of trial preparation: opening state-
ments, closing arguments and direct 
cross-examination. But realizing the need 
for non-trial lawyers to develop their 
verbal skills, Sayler and Shadel have also 
developed a course called Oral Presenta-
tion Inside and Outside the Classroom. 
Though not a trial course, it still ends with 
a closing argument, because, Sayler ex-
plained, it is “the most difficult and it calls 
on every rhetorical skill I can think of.” 

Demand for more advanced classes 
caused the course offerings to “grow like 

THE ART OF elocution 
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topsy,” in Sayler’s words. Shadel devel-
oped a course called Advanced Verbal 
Persuasion, and Sayler created a seminar 
on Rhetoric; together, they also teach an 
intensive one-week course during the law 
school’s January term called Persuasion. 
A Negotiations class is the latest addition 
to the curriculum, teaching students how 
to advocate successfully across a wide 
range of scenarios. 

Enrollment in all the courses is kept 

relatively small, in order to give each 
student the opportunity to improve their 
presentation skills at length. 

“The only way to teach these skills is 
to have students stand up and try it again 
and again, so they can figure out what 
actually works and what doesn’t work,” 
Shadel said. “And to make that happen is 
really labor-intensive. You need profes-
sors watching and giving feedback, and 
class size has to be small so every student 

has the chance to present every week for 
13 weeks. That’s about the time it takes 
to really master this skill.” 

Ben Sachs ’09, an adjunct professor and 
president of The Landing Group, a stra-
tegic communication consulting service, 
teaches the Negotiations class with 
Shadel. He said that the critique process 
is an essential component of all of the 
courses.

“One of the reasons Molly is so suc-
cessful is her critiques,” Sachs said. “The 
students recognize that the critique is so 
spot-on, so effective, so nuanced. While 

practicing public speaking is critical, self-
awareness and practice will only take 
students so far. These classes take stu-
dents much further than practice alone 
because of the focus on critiques that help 
students discover the nuances of effective 
communication, lessons that they can 
then plow into their speech the following 
week. This is what creates that rapid 
progress week after week.” 

Both Sayler and Shadel take joy in the 

improvement they observe in students 
over the course of a semester. 

“We are so often told by students who 
have taken these classes, ‘This is among 
the most valuable courses I’ve taken in 
terms of my future,’” Sayler said. “They 
get over that fear of speaking and they 
get to bring their oral and verbal skills up 
to the quality of their writing and think-
ing. I’ve never seen a single person who 
wasn’t really better at the end the class. 
Molly and I have talked about having 
tears in our eyes watching some students, 
in week 13, who were scared to death at 

PUBLIC SPEAKING PROGRAM OFFERS HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE    TO STRENGTHEN VERBAL SKILLS        BY ANDREW MARTIN 

“THE ONLY WAY TO TEACH 
THESE SKILLS IS TO HAVE STUDENTS STAND UP AND 

TRY IT AGAIN AND AGAIN, SO THEY CAN FIGURE OUT 

WHAT ACTUALLY WORKS AND WHAT DOESN’T WORK.” 

—PROFESSOR MOLLY BISHOP SHADEL

THE ART OF elocution 
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first, and were going to have a problem 
in their careers, and have gotten so much 
better by just doing it over and over.” 

In addition to the classes they teach, 
both together and separately, Sayler and 
Shadel have also co-authored a book, 
“Tongue-Tied America: Reviving the Art 
of Verbal Persuasion,” now in its second 
edition. Shadel is the author of “Finding 
Your Voice in Law School: Mastering 
Classroom Cold-Calls, Job Interviews, 
and Other Verbal Challenges.” During 

the 2012 election cycle, Sayler and Shadel 
kept a popular blog discussing the rheto-
ric of the presidential candidates, and 
Sayler in particular makes a point of uti-
lizing footage from presidential debates 
and speeches in order to emphasize the 
do’s and don’ts of public speaking. 

The Negotiations class focuses on 
aspects of persuasion that aren’t covered 
by the other courses, though the princi-
ples involved are, in many ways, the same. 

“Negotiation is, in part, about emo-

tional intelligence, about understanding 
what’s going on in somebody else’s head,” 
Shadel said. “A big theme of the persua-
sion class is similar: People are people. 
People are not robots. We’re not thinking 
just in terms of abstract theory about what 
is more persuasive. Human beings have 
emotions, human beings like logic, human 
beings have people that they care about.” 

Because of this, an important aspect 
of the class involves taking some of the 
mystique out of the anxiety-inducing 
notion of “the art of the deal.” 

“Many people think that there are 

tricks,” Shadel said. “People worry that 
they’re going to go in and be negotiating 
with Donald Trump, and he knows all 
the tricks. That makes people afraid. For 
some, that might cause you to avoid ne-
gotiating altogether—people will pay 
money to not negotiate over the price of 
a car, for example. Others go to the other 
extreme—they are fearful, so they ap-
proach a negotiation as aggressively as 
possible. Our thesis is that either extreme 
can be a mistake, and that if you’re ap-

proaching a negotiation with fear and 
thinking only about getting out of there 
as quickly as you can, or negotiating with 
the thought that I can only win if you lose, 
you’re not going to be effective as you 
could be if you took a step back and said, 
‘OK, what are both parties trying to do?’” 

A recent Negotiations class exercise 
involving oil prices emphasized the need 
for this empathetic approach. Over the 
course of an hour-and-a-half long exer-
cise, students were assigned the roles of 
two small, oil-rich countries, and were 
charged with setting the price of oil they 

A RECENT Negotiations class 

exercise involving oil prices 

emphasized the need for an 

empathetic approach to 

bargaining. 

“MOLLY AND I HAVE TALKED ABOUT HAVING TEARS 

IN OUR EYES WATCHING SOME STUDENTS, IN WEEK 13, WHO 

WERE SCARED TO DEATH AT FIRST, AND WERE GOING 

TO HAVE A PROBLEM IN THEIR CAREERS, AND HAVE 

GOTTEN SO MUCH BETTER BY JUST DOING IT 

OVER AND OVER.”  —PROFESSOR ROBERT SAYLER
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produced to sell to a larger country. The 
students’ best possible outcomes were 
often foiled by hardball tactics and games-
manship that perhaps could have been 
avoided with a more holistic negotiating 
approach. (It was, it should be noted, only 
the second week of the course.)

In most negotiations, Sachs said, 
“you’re trying to convince someone that 
the deal you’re offering is good for them. 
If you can convince them the deal is good 
for them—without bullying them into 
it—then they’re walking away happier, 
and you get the best of both worlds. The 
key to negotiation is getting in their head 
and convincing them, through their own 
interests, that it actually makes sense for 
them to do this deal.” 

If both parties are convinced that 
they’ve been treated fairly, the deal is 
more likely to be a lasting one. 

“One of my definitions of a good deal 
is one that it is not fragile,” Shadel said. 
If a business deal is struck but one party 
doesn’t feel good about it, either because 
of the outcome or the tactics used, you’re 
likely to try to get out of the contract at 
your first opportunity. “You want a deal 
that isn’t just going to be the headline and 
then falls apart the very next day.” 

Lauren Dugas ’16, a student in both 
Negotiations and Advanced Verbal Per-
suasion who also took Shadel and Sayler’s 
Oral Presentations In and Out of the 

Classroom, said that one of the most im-
portant skills she has learned through 
this sequence of classes is the difference 
between writing for speaking rather than 
for reading.  

“When preparing for a speech, the way 
I write is very different—the sentences 
are shorter, the structure is simpler, the 
vocabulary is more basic,” Dugas said. 
“I’ve also learned to make the most of the 
idea that the first and last things your 
audience hears are some of the things 
that stick with them the most.” 

Elysse Stolpe ’14 serves as the assistant 
commonwealth’s attorney for the city of 
Waynesboro—the first woman to hold 
that position. She said that the skills she 
learned in Shadel’s Advanced Verbal Per-
suasion class went far beyond public 
speaking. 

“Professor Shadel taught me that the 
essence of public speaking is communica-
tion from one person to another using 
various channels—voice being only one,” 
Stolpe said. “Certainly I use my voice to 
communicate with my audience as a pros-
ecutor, but arguably more importantly, I 
use the nonverbal elements of my whole 
body and mind. Every move, every into-
nation, every glance is a communication 
affecting the perception of my trustwor-
thiness and competence—my key stock-
in-trade as a prosecutor who is entrusted 
with the task of achieving justice for the 

community.”
She added that the skills she learned 

in the class were particularly useful to 
her as a woman in a male-dominated field 

and geographic area. 
“My voice may not be as booming as 

some of my fellow male practitioners,” 
she said. “But thanks to Professor Shadel, 
I know that a booming speaking voice is 
no substitute for thorough preparation, 
maintaining perspective, and conveying 
competence and confidence through non-
verbal communication.” ▼▲

NEGOTIATIONS is a new 

course in UVA Law’s Public 

Speaking Program. 

“EVERY MOVE, 
EVERY INTONATION, 

EVERY GLANCE IS A 

COMMUNICATION AFFECT-

ING THE PERCEPTION OF 

MY TRUSTWORTHINESS 

AND COMPETENCE—MY 

KEY STOCK-IN-TRADE AS A 

PROSECUTOR WHO IS 

ENTRUSTED WITH THE TASK 

OF ACHIEVING JUSTICE FOR 

THE COMMUNITY.” 

—ELYSSE STOLPE ’14, 

ASSISTANT COMMONWEALTH’S 

ATTORNEY FOR THE CITY 

OF WAYNESBORO
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An 
Influential 
Shaper of 
Immigration 
Policy 
Steps 
Down
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When University of Virginia School of Law Professor 
David Martin looks back on his career, he sees himself as an 
academic first, and a high-profile public servant second.

“I am a professor who has been blessed with opportunities 
to apply ideas directly in the policy arena,” Martin said. 

A leading scholar not only on immigration, but in constitu-
tional and international law, Martin retires this spring after 
36 years as a faculty member who also held several key politi-
cal appointments that influenced U.S. immigration and 
refugee policy. Currently the Warner-Booker Distinguished 
Professor of International Law at UVA, Martin wasn’t just an 
academic who was occasionally consulted. He had significant 
operational responsibilities in his government roles, most 
recently as principal deputy general counsel of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

“I developed an eye for spotting subtle openings that could 
lead to improved policy, and I thoroughly enjoyed negotiating 
the details of policy initiatives,” he said. 

During Martin’s first government role, as a special assis-
tant in the State Department’s fledgling human rights bureau 
from 1978-80, he worked on issues relating to the “boat 
people”—tens of thousands of refugees fleeing Vietnam each 
month. He had expected to work mainly on human rights 
diplomacy.

“The refugee work was a complete fortuity that had a huge 
effect on my scholarly career and agenda,” he said. “I had to 
learn quickly about the mysteries of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, and about international refugee treaties.” 
His policy work in that role was integral to what became the 
Refugee Act of 1980.  

But with a change in presidential administrations on the 
horizon, Martin was ready to try teaching—a long-time aspi-
ration.

 A DePauw University and Yale Law School graduate, 
Martin had classic academic credentials that helped him 
land his new job at UVA Law. He had been editor-in-chief of 
the Yale Law Journal, and had clerked for U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the D.C. Circuit Judge J. Skelly Wright 
and for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Lewis F. 
Powell Jr. 

Before his first class began, lesson-planning 
proved arduous, and Martin had doubts about 
whether he was right for teaching. But interacting 
with his eager pupils soon made him realize he 
had made the correct decision. He prides himself 
on his understated and accessible approach to 
teaching.

“I’m a relentlessly normal Midwestern guy,” said Martin, 
who was raised in Indianapolis. “I don’t do colorful, zany 
things in the classroom. So I’ve rarely figured very promi-
nently in the Libel Show [the annual send-up of professors 
and Law School life], for example.” 

 Among the students in Martin’s first small section was 
future public servant Janet Napolitano ‘83, the current 
president of the 
University of 
California. Martin 
renewed his 
association with 
Napolitano several 
times over the 
years, most notably 
working for her as 
counsel when she 
served as secretary 
of Homeland 
Security during the 
first Obama 
administration. 

“I was happy to 
have one of my 
former students 
become my boss,” 
Martin said with a 
smile. “That 
worked out just 
fine.”

Martin said his 
timing for becom-
ing a professor was 
a stroke of luck. 
Refugee law had 
previously claimed 
little attention in 
law schools, but in 1980, headlines regularly focused not only 
on Vietnamese refugees but also the Mariel boatlift and its 
mass exodus of Cubans to the United States. Martin increas-
ingly found himself being invited to academic symposia, and 
being asked to write on the refugee issue.

“I went to these conferences as an absolute rookie profes-
sor,” Martin said. “And it turned out I knew the subject better 
than just about anybody else there. I had been living it, 
working it for two years. I had actually been drafting statu-
tory language, and working on how to reform government 

Professor David Martin, who held influential posts at Homeland Security, 
Justice and the State Department, retires after 36 years at the Law School.

“I DON’T DO COLORFUL, zany things 
in the classroom. 

I’m a relentlessly normal 
Midwestern guy.”

—DAVID MARTIN

▲  DAVID 
MARTIN is 

transitioning to 
professor 

emeritus status 
at UVA Law 

after a 
distinguished 

career as an 
immigration law 

expert and a 
political 

appointee to 
three U.S. 

presidents.

by  ERIC WILLIAMSON
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programs to accommodate the new reality of massive 
refugee flows.” 

Soon after Democrats regained the Oval Office in 1993, 
Martin was asked again to serve. He was appointed in 1995 
as general counsel to the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service in the Department of Justice. During those three 
years, Martin helped the Clinton administration shepherd 
a major alteration to U.S. asylum procedures, as well as 
implement extensive statutory amendments to the immi-
gration laws. 

“The asylum system was swamped by 1993,” he said. 
“People were getting temporary work authorization merely 
by filing, and their claims wouldn’t be heard for years. Im-

migration operators were taking advantage, and the dys-
function fed on itself.”   

Martin’s team, with input from nongovernmental orga-
nizations, came up with a new system that provided closer 
linkage between the various parts of the process. Staffing 
was nearly doubled, work authorization decoupled from 
the mere act of filing for asylum, and new claims moved to 
the front of the line. 

“The changes meant that if you had a valid claim, you 
were going to get asylum much quicker than before,” he 
said, “but if your claim was invalid, you would generally 
receive a deportation order within six months.”

Martin said that hammering out the new asylum system, 
which had bipartisan support, was probably his most grati-
fying experience in government. The system worked well 
for about 18 years, he said, until reduced funding for 
federal immigration judges mired the process once more.  

“It’s probably something that won’t be recaptured,” he 

said. “There’s just not as much space now to convene a 
process where people of different backgrounds can come 
together quietly and try to work out what makes sense.”

 The 1990s effort to reform asylum—and also to head off 
more draconian statutory changes—is recounted in the 
book “A Well-Founded Fear: The Congressional Battle to 
Save Political Asylum in America,” by Philip Schrag, which 
devotes many pages to Martin’s role in the regulatory 
reforms. Martin published his own reflections on that 
process in “Making Asylum Policy: The 1994 Reforms,” 
which was published in the Washington Law Review. 

Martin said he has tried to apply the same even-handed, 
common-sense approach he brought to government to his 

scholarly writing. During his 
career, along with dozens of 
other books, book chapters 
and articles, Martin co-
authored “Immigration and 
Citizenship: Process and 
Policy,” one of the two main 
textbooks in the field. 

In addition to indirectly 
affecting policy through the 
education of future lawyers, 
Martin’s casebook (soon to be 
published in its eighth edition) 
has influenced legislation di-
rectly.

“In 1996, when Congress 
enacted some major reforms, 
they picked up on some of our 
ideas,” he said.

Martin has also had an 
impact in arguing high-profile, 
contested issues. During his 

service with INS, Martin argued two key cases on behalf of 
the government before the Board of Immigration Appeals. 
Matter of Kasinga established, with INS support, that 
female genital mutilation can be a basis for political 
asylum. Matter of Ruiz-Massieu, involving deportation pro-
ceedings against a former high-ranking Mexican govern-
ment official who was alleged to be corrupt, interpreted 
statutory removal grounds based on adverse foreign policy 
impacts.

Kasinga received enormous attention, Martin said, 
because of public sympathy for the petitioner, and for its 
implications for the number of women who might seek 
asylum from the cultural practice.

“We put forth an analytical framework that offered real 
protection, but didn’t necessarily open the floodgates,” he 
said. The evening of the argument, ABC’s “Nightline” with 
Ted Koppel covered the case and included a lengthy live 
interview with Martin. 

DAVID MARTIN: Professor and Public Servant
 

1978-80 Special Assistant, State Department  
 

1980 Joins UVA Law 
 

1985 “Immigration and Citizenship” casebook first published 
 

1995-98 General Counsel, INS 
 

2009-10 Principal Deputy General Counsel, Homeland Security 
 

2015-PRESENT Homeland Security Advisory Council
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A decade after serving in the Clinton administration, 
Martin returned again to government service. He was part 
of the Obama administration’s transition team and then 
was appointed to the Department of Homeland Security, 
which by that time had absorbed the former Immigration 
and Naturalization Service. 

In his role as acting general counsel and then principal 
deputy general counsel for the department from January 
2009 to December 2010, Martin led a team developing pro-
posed immigration reform legislation. He helped hone the 
federal government’s 2010 lawsuit against Arizona’s re-
strictive immigration en-
forcement law, which later 
resulted in the U.S. 
Supreme Court striking 
down three provisions as 
violations of the Supremacy 
Clause of the Constitution. 
He also served as the de-
partment’s representative 
on the interdepartmental 
task forces for evaluating 
the cases of detainees at 
the Guantanamo Bay de-
tention camp and for re-
viewing overall detention 
and interrogation policies 
in the battle against terror-
ism. He estimates that he 
attended more than 50 
meetings in the White 
House Situation Room, 
many of them cabinet-level 
sessions. 

Martin said he regrets 
that immigration reform 
didn’t happen during that 
time period, but it wasn’t 
for lack of trying.

“Critics often say that Obama had the Congress but 
didn’t do anything on immigration reform in those first 
two years,” he said. “Well, behind the scenes, there was an 
awful lot being done, but the right political moment never 
arrived for Congress to take it up.”

He currently serves on the Homeland Security Advisory 
Council. 

In addition to his government roles and scholarship, 
Martin has studied and promoted the use of law to foster 
international relations and to promote justice. From 2003-
05, he served as vice president of the American Society of 
International Law, and in 2004 was elected to the Board of 
Editors of the American Journal of International Law.  
Martin was honored in October 2015 with the Excellence 

in International Migration Scholarship Award by the 
Center for Migration Studies of New York City. 

Napolitano was among those celebrating Martin’s award 
with a video tribute at the center’s annual banquet. 

“My time at Virginia marked the beginning of my train-
ing in law and public service, and I can’t think of a better 
mentor than Dave in those early years,” Napolitano said. 
“His career is a terrific example of the impact a scholar and 
public servant can make.”

Jon Cannon, who joined the Law School faculty in 1998 
after serving as general counsel of the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency, also served with 
Martin as a member of the Obama 
transition team.

Cannon said Martin will be re-
membered for his substantive con-
tributions to law and public service, 
facilitated by his keen intellect and 
strong moral compass.

“David Martin has joined distin-
guished scholarship in immigration 
and international law with distin-
guished public service in these 
areas,” Cannon said. “Dave’s com-
bination of scholarly reflection and 
high-level engagement reflects a 
special set of qualities, including 
both an uncompromising intellect 
and a gift for responding effectively 
to diverse points of view. Dave and 
I co-taught an ethical values 
seminar on the tension between 
public and private virtue; he is one 
of those exemplary individuals who 
combine both in generous 
measure.”

As an emeritus professor, Martin 
said, he will continue to contribute 

commentary on U.S. immigration issues, but doubts that he 
will serve in a government office as he has in the past.

“The kind of immigration policies I want to advance are 
basically falling between the camps right now,” he said. “So 
I don’t see a government position happening. Public service 
is an honor, and a way to repay the blessings we enjoy in 
this society. It can be quite exciting, but government jobs 
are very demanding. The hours are long and brutal, and 
you’re always subject to the unexpected.”

He said government service provided an exhilarating 
contrast to the slower, steadier pace of teaching and aca-
demic publishing. “But each time I returned to the Law 
School with a new appreciation for Charlottesville and for 
the collegial satisfactions of the scholarly life.” ▼▲

DEAN STRANG ’85 of 
“Making a Murderer” 

(see page 82) drew 
this memento 
for Martin, his 
small-section 

professor.



56   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2016 

PAGE TITLE

                   
THE

  CODETHAT 
CAME FROM 

THE WAR ON 
GROUNDS 

ON MAY 10, 1970,
University of 

Virginia President 
Edgar Shannon 

addressed an 
estimated crowd 

of 4,000 at the 
Rotunda. He called 
for prompt action 

to end the Vietnam 
War, a concession 

to students after 
days of protests, 

but reaffirmed his 
decision to keep 

the University 
open.



 SPRING 2016  UVA LAWYER   57

by  ERIC WILLIAMSON

When student protests of the Vietnam War swept across 
the nation’s colleges and universities in May of 1970, many 
doubted the fervor would reach the University of Virginia. 

The national wave of dissent was set off by the May 4 
massacre at Kent State University, in which four students were 

killed, and nine wounded, by National Guardsmen during a 
student protest of U.S. military involvement in Cambodia.

 

AT VIRGINIA, ATTENTIONS AND SYMPATHIES WERE SPLIT as the semester 
wound down. Anti-war agitators stood out on Grounds because students were 

formally expected to conduct themselves as “gentlemen” and “ladies”—a vague 
standard enforced by the University’s student-run Judiciary Committee. 

A LAW 
STUDENT 

AND AN 
ALUMNUS 

TOOK 
A STAND—

AND 
HELPED 
DEFINE 

STANDARDS 
OF CONDUCT 

AT UVA. 

                   
THE

  CODETHAT 
CAME FROM 

THE WAR ON 
GROUNDS 
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THE WAR ON GROUNDS

 

THE NIGHT OF THE KENT STATE MASSACRE, 
a group of about 1,200 young men 

and women demonstrated at the 
Rotunda in a spontaneous gathering, 

with a faction also marching to 
UVA President Edgar Shannon Jr.’s 
home on Carr’s Hill. But it was the 

occupation that night of Maury Hall, 
the Naval ROTC building, which 

proved more problematic. A splinter 
group of about 250 dissidents took 

the building, and made it clear they 
wouldn’t leave of their own volition.

  
“The atmosphere was as tense in the administration camp as 
it was in Maury Hall’s wardroom, where free cigarettes and 
coffee were distributed to the assembled forces of occupa-
tion,” The Cavalier Daily reported.
 At the president’s request, Albemarle County Circuit Judge 
Lyttelton Waddell issued an injunction ordering the students 
to vacate, which meant police would remove them if they 
failed to comply. The students—also looking for an out—obeyed 
the injunction the next morning. The legal move was enough 
of a government cudgel that, observers noted, the students 
felt they had made their point.
 But the break in the disruptions would not last long.

 THE 
VMI 

GRAD 
WHO 

ASCENDED 
THE 

JUDICIARY 
COMMITTEE.

Thomas M. Boyd ’71 would eventually rise to senior positions 
in public and private practice, including being appointed by 
President Ronald Reagan as an assistant attorney general in 
charge of the Office of Legislative Affairs at the Department 
of Justice and, later under President George H. W. Bush, head 
of the department’s Office of Policy Development. But in 1970, 
Boyd was still an aspiring lawyer, fresh out of the Virginia 
Military Institute. At UVA Law, Boyd was a member of the 
John Bassett Moore Society of International Law, a participant 
in moot court competitions and an associate editor of the 

Virginia Law Weekly. He often wore a jacket and tie to class 
like many of his classmates, although the dress code was 
growing more permissive.
 “I graduated VMI as a commissioned officer, so I was not 
disposed to be an anti-war person,” Boyd recalled.
 He also supported the strikes in Laos and Cambodia because 
North Vietnamese fighters were taking safe haven there to 
regroup and plan attacks against U.S. soldiers in Vietnam, 
including men he knew.
 “A very high percentage of my graduating class —I’ve heard 
as much as 80 percent—fought in Vietnam, including both of my 
roommates, but fortunately we didn’t lose anybody,” he said. 
“For us, the war was a lot closer because we had friends there.”
 Having been involved in student governance at VMI, Boyd 
decided to run for an open spot as the Law School’s repre-
sentative on the University Judiciary Committee in the fall 
of 1969. As it does today, the committee handled violations 
not covered under the Honor Code—basically anything other 
than lying, cheating and stealing, which are grounds for 
automatic expulsion. Boyd defeated his friend and law class-
mate, Frederick Carlyle “Rick” Boucher ’71 for the position.
 Boucher, ironically, would go on to serve 14 terms as U.S. 
representative from Virginia’s 9th Congressional District, 
beginning in 1983.
 “Rick used to joke that the only election he ever lost was 
when we ran against one another in law school,” Boyd said.
 Boyd himself would fare well during his relatively short time 
in elected office. In the spring of 1970, during the first semester 
of his two-semester term, his peers elevated him to chairman-
elect of the committee. But with the promotion came a level of 
scrutiny and responsibility he never anticipated.

 

THE SECOND WAVE OF 
DISRUPTIONS.

After the Maury Hall sit-in, unrest continued at the Univer-
sity. Picketers with leaflets urged students to abandon their 
academic responsibilities, and faculty members who opposed 
the war proactively canceled classes. The Student Council 
voted unanimously to encourage students to back the strike 
“regardless of political views.”
 On May 6, a crowd of about 3,000 gathered at the Rotunda 
to hear speakers such as law professor Charles Whitebread 
discuss, among other topics, the impracticality of enforcing 
the court’s recent injunction. But it was the rally at Univer-
sity Hall shortly afterward that provided the real accelerant 
to the day’s chaos. The high-profile event, which featured 
attorney William Kunstler, nationally known for his defense 
of the “Chicago Seven” (a group of countercultural heroes 
prosecuted for their actions at the 1968 Democratic Na-
tional Convention), and Youth International Party activist 
Jerry Rubin, seemed to give national imprimatur to the 

THOMAS BOYD 
in 1970.
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“I did not condone 
the conduct, 
but I thought 
it was entirely 
inappropriate to 
prosecute a whole 
room of students 
with the same broad 
standard.” 

—THOMAS 
BOYD
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movement on Grounds. Kunstler’s 
speech appealed more to the unde-
cided, while Rubin’s tirades played to 
the radical base. So inspired, a crowd 
of more than 2,000 students marched 
again on Maury Hall.
 Boyd and other law students, distin-
guished by armbands, served as student 
marshals who attempted to control the 
strike chaos, protect people and prop-
erty, and advise students as needed 
regarding their individual rights.
 “The theory of having marshals there 
was to try to get a handle on disrup-
tion,” Boyd said. “I never personally 
had to do that. UVA wasn’t Columbia. 
It wasn’t Berkeley. Virginia was calm 
and pale by comparison.”
 Nevertheless, rocks flew during the 
second advance on Maury Hall, and 
though the volunteer marshals were 
unsuccessful in their attempts to dis-
suade the 200 new occupiers, a mat-
tress fire set in the building’s basement 
served to clear them back out again. 
Other small fires were reported around 
Grounds as well.

 
THE 

MAYFLOWER 
ROUNDUP.

By Thursday, May 7, the police were 
becoming increasingly watchful. For 
the second day, hundreds of students 
had staged a “honk-in,” encouraging 
motorists to honk for peace near the 

intersection of Rugby Road and Univer-
sity Avenue in front of the Rotunda. 
State police were instructed to be toler-
ant of the protestors unless they ob-
structed traffic, which the students 
began to do on Thursday as they 
sprawled toward Routes 29 and 250. 
The police formed lines to push them 
back, but also gave ground Thursday 
and Friday as peacemakers attempted 
to negotiate stand-downs.
 By early Saturday morning, though, 
the police were no longer negotiating. 
In a coordinated effort, city, county and 
state police advanced on more than 100 
demonstrators who refused to disband, 
in a chase that spilled from the wall in 
front of the Rotunda onto the Lawn. In 
the end, dozens would be herded into a 
waiting Mayflower moving van to be 
transported to the police station for 
booking. Police wielded nightsticks 
against resistance, and dragged out 
some students who had managed to 
escape to rooms on the Lawn or inside 
a nearby fraternity.
 On Sunday, May 10, President 
Shannon addressed an estimated crowd 
of 4,000 at the Rotunda. In the speech, 
he called for prompt action to end the 
Vietnam War, a concession to students, 
yet he reaffirmed his decision to keep 
the University open. He also referred 
to the groups of students who had ag-
gressively approached Carr’s Hill, re-
taken Maury Hall and confronted police 
during the honk-in as “mobs.” The first 

30 minutes of his 45-
minute speech were met with boos and 
hisses from the crowd, even when he 
tried to strike a sympathetic tone.
 “The police acted to a degree I did not 
expect, and hope to avoid in the future,” 
Shannon said.
 By the end of his speech, his com-
ments returned to a hope for peace, 
which resonated more with the activist 
audience.

 THE PUSH TO 
PROSECUTE—

AND BOYD’S 
PUSH BACK. 

Despite the conciliatory aspects of his 
speech, Shannon wanted student agita-
tors held responsible for their actions. 
T. Marshal Hahn Jr., Shannon’s coun-
terpart at the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University (better 
known today as Virginia Tech), would 
end up drumming out suspected rab-
ble-rousers with summary dismissal. 
Virginia would have more of a process, 
at least, and a peer-based one at that.
 As newly elected chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, Boyd was noti-
fied by the University that Shannon 
wanted to prosecute a number of stu-
dents under the existing standard of 
conducting themselves as ladies or as 
gentlemen. But being a law student, 
Boyd felt that such a standard would 
not be enforceable if it were ever chal-

A CROWD 
of 3,000 
University 
students and 
others rally at 
the Rotunda 
on May 6.

AFTER THE ROTUNDA RALLY 
on May 6, a crowd gathered 
at University Hall to hear attorney 
WILLIAM KUNSTLER. ▼
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lenged in court.
 “I believed, as the 
chair and a f ledgling 
lawyer, that the standard of conducting 
yourself as a lady or gentleman was too 
imprecise and probably violated the 
Fifth and 14th Amendments’ due 
process requirement of meaningful 
notice,” he said. “If we were to prose-
cute, I thought we should bring spe-
cific charges for specific conduct, such 
as breaking and entering, or damage to 
property or whatever they had done. 
As it turned out, the University was 
unable to produce any evidence what-
soever against any of the individuals 
who were charged.”
   That was because, in mass-arresting 
the protestors, the police had failed to 
positively connect individuals with 
specific crimes.
    “Everyone who was brought up on 
police charges had their charges dis-
missed, and this was largely the same 
population carted away in the May-
flower van,” Boyd said. “The Univer-
sity thought we would just rubber-
stamp the old standard, but that could 
have resulted in students’ expulsion 
from school.”
 Boyd’s recommendation not to pros-
ecute did not go over well.
 “President Shannon wasn’t happy 
with that result,” he said. “I don’t think 
he thought very highly of me at the 
time.”
 Because of the pushback, Shannon 

and the Board of Visitors sum-
moned Boyd to explain his 

actions at their subsequent meeting.

 NIXON’S 
MAN 

ON 
THE 

BOV. 
Donald E. Santarelli ’62, 
then in his early 30s, was 
the young new associ-
ate  deputy attorney 
general, a top Justice Department ap-
pointment under President Richard 
Nixon. By default of his prominent po-
sition and the changing political climate 
under Virginia Gov. Linwood Holton 
Jr.—the first Republican governor since 
Reconstruction—Santarelli found his 
relative youth accentuated once again 
when Holton appointed him to UVA’s 
Board of Visitors. He was the youngest 
person ever appointed to the board.
 “Holton thought it was a good idea to 
rattle the old guard in Richmond,” San-
tarelli said. “Edgar Shannon was a pro-
gressive man who carefully trod the 
boards, and he was a man on a mission 
to build the University into a modern 
faculty. Everything was new except for 
the Board of Visitors.”
 Santarelli went on to have a long and 
distinguished career in law and govern-
ment, having served five times as a 

presidential appointee, four 
times confirmed by the U.S. Senate, for 
three different presidents. But in 1970, 

he was still a Nixon man, and eager 
to prove himself.

   “There was unrest, and 
the board wanted to get 
into that,” he said. “We 
wanted to hear from re-
sponsible students who 
had roles.”
   Boyd remembered his 
appearance before the 
board as “sort of a Star 
Chamber environment.”

 “Here I was at the end of this long 
table,” Boyd said. “I was called in to 
explain myself and did so in an oral pre-
sentation. I talked about the Founders’ 
devotion to the Bill of Rights and the 
dedication of the University to due 
process. As a result of that tradition, 
when the case was presented to us, I 
thought that it had to be handled in a 
fair and lawful manner.”
 He pointed out that the entire student 
Judiciary Committee had agreed with 
him that the standard in existence at 
the time was an unenforceable one.
 Then he stopped talking. There were 
a few questions, which Boyd did his best 
to answer. Silence again.
 “Well, folks, you’ve heard what Mr. 
Boyd has to say,” Boyd recalled Shannon 
telling the board. “Anyone here agree 
with him?”
 Hands remained flat or folded.

AFTER THE MAYFLOWER ARRESTS, 
Law School Dean Monrad Paulsen and 
professors Charles Whitebread and Charles 
Woltz helped arrange bonds for and 
advised those in custody.

THE WAR ON GROUNDS

DONALD 
SANTARELLI 

in the early 1970s.

YOUTH INTERNATIONAL PARTY activist 
JERRY RUBIN ▼ also spoke 
at the event. “School addicts people to 
the heroin of middle-class life: busy work 
for grades (money) stored in your records 
(banks) for the future (death). We become 
replaceable cogs for corporate Amerika.”
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“Everyone on the 
board, including 
[President] 
Shannon, felt 
relieved to have 
someone take the 
lead and give the 
work a gloss of 
authority.” 

 —DONALD 
SANTARELLI
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 “I was feeling pretty alone, and for-
tunately Don Santarelli raised his hand,” 
Boyd said. “What he said was, ‘I think 
actually he’s right on the law and what 
he did.’”

 THE FRUITS 
OF THE 

SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE 

ON DISRUPTIVE 
PERSONS. 

For his concurrence with Boyd, Santar-
elli’s “punishment” was to head a new 
committee, The Special Committee on 
Disruptive Persons, charged with 
adding substantive detail to the Stan-
dards of Conduct. He and Boyd, who 
also worked that summer in D.C., made 
repeated return trips to Charlottesville 
to hammer out the code with then-UVA 
legal adviser Leigh Middleditch Jr. ’57. 
Santarelli wanted to make sure the pro-
posed language would fly, so he bounced 
much of it off his colleagues at the 
Justice Department, who were game to 
help out. Their involvement gave the 
effort additional credibility.
 “Everyone on the board, including 
Shannon, felt relieved to have someone 
take the lead and give the work a gloss 
of authority,” Santarelli said.
 Others who were involved initially or 
at the end of the process were the 
student body president and the head of 
the Honor Committee. But for the ma-
jority of the process, “it was mostly just 
Don and me,” Boyd said.
 Their work resulted in the delineation 
of 11 potential violations, including 
damage to property, intentional disrup-
tion of teaching, and unauthorized entry 
or occupation of University property, 
along with potential sanctions, up to 
expulsion. The language was approved 
in an Aug. 25, 1970, resolution, with the 
committee ironing out some additional 
language changes by October.
 “It is clear that in a community of 
learning, willful disruption of the edu-
cational process, destruction of prop-
erty, and interference with the orderly 

process of the University or with the 
rights of other members of the Univer-
sity cannot be tolerated,” the Standards 
of Conduct, as reflected in Oct. 2, 1970, 
Board of Visitors minutes, read. “A 
student enrolling in the University 
assumes an obligation to conduct 
himself in a manner compatible with 
the University’s function as an educa-
tional institution. To fulfill its functions 
of imparting and gaining knowledge, 
the University retains the power to 
maintain order within the University 
and to exclude those who are disruptive 
of the educational process.”
 The language the two men helped 
craft remained unchanged for more 
than 30 years.
 In the process of doing their work, 
Boyd and Santarelli became good 
friends. They continued to keep in touch 
as Santarelli resigned from the Nixon 
administration in protest of the Water-
gate scandal, and Boyd went on active 
duty as a captain in the U.S. Air Force 
and then clerked for a federal judge in 
Los Angeles. They remain close friends 
today.

 “I consider Don the older brother I 
never had,” said Boyd, now a partner at 
DLA Piper in Washington, D.C.
 “I consider Tom my younger brother,” 
said Santarelli, now a partner at Dins-
more, also in Washington.
 Had another student been head of the 
judiciary, the outcome might have been 
different. Personal or political motiva-
tions of the time might have come into 

play. But as a result of Boyd’s stand—and 
Santarelli’s support—UVA did not have 
to fend off lawsuits (as Virginia Tech 
did), no young men were expelled and 
subsequently drafted, and, Santarelli 
believes, the University evolved much 
faster than it might have otherwise.
 For Boyd, the only thing that was rel-
evant was a fair path to a just outcome.
 “I did not condone the conduct, but I 
thought it was entirely inappropriate to 

prosecute a whole room of students with 
the same broad standard,” he said. “I 
don’t recall that I had any feelings about 
anyone getting off. I would have been 
happy to convict if there had been proof. 
It wasn’t anything that I did for any 
reason other than I thought it was the 
right thing to do.” ▼▲
 
 

THE WAR ON GROUNDS
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FACULTY FOCUS:

  

CRIMINAL law
BARBARA E. ARMACOST ’89  
• Served as attorney 
adviser in Office of 
Legal Counsel, 
Justice Department. 
• Focus of scholarship 
is Fourth Amend-
ment and regulation 
of the police. 
• Most recent work 
focuses on policing 
and immigration en-
forcement. 

 

RICHARD J. BONNIE ’69 

• Chaired Commis-
sion on Mental 
Health Law Reform 
in the wake of Vir-
ginia Tech tragedy.  
• Served as associate 
director of National 
Commission on Mari-
juana and Drug 
Abuse (1971-73) and 
as a consultant on 
drug policy for Nixon, 
Ford and Carter ad-
ministrations. 
• Represented first 
four death row pris-
oners after reinstate-
ment of capital pun-
ishment in Virginia in 
1977. 
• Played key role in 
federal insanity 
defense reform after 
Hinckley verdict in 
1982. 
• Principal architect 
of Virginia statutes on 

mental health and 
criminal justice since 
1980s. 
• Met with Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden on 
gun violence and is a 
leader of a national 
multidisciplinary 
consortium on gun 
policy. 

 

JOSH BOWERS 

• Practiced criminal 
defense, including at 
the Bronx Defenders.  
• Scholarship focuses 
on police and pros-
ecutorial discretion, 
plea bargaining and 
drug courts. 
• Has been published 
in the Columbia and 
Stanford law reviews.

 

STEPHEN BRAGA 

• Director of the Ap-
pellate Litigation 
Clinic. 
• Has argued more 
than 25 federal 
appeals cases and 
about 20 before state 
appellate courts.  
• Secured release of 
two men who spent 
decades in prison for 
wrongful murder 
convictions, including 
one of the “West 
Memphis Three.” 
• Recognized as a 
preeminent lawyer in 
the field of white-

collar criminal 
defense, his area of 
private practice for 33 
years before joining 
UVA.

 

DARRYL K. BROWN  

• Worked as assistant 
public defender, a 
source of inspiration 
for later scholarship 
explaining how crim-
inal law works.  
• Authored recent 
book “Free Market 
Criminal Justice.”

 

ANNE M. COUGHLIN  

• Has written a 
number of articles 
exploring intersec-
tions among criminal 
law, criminal proce-
dure and feminist 
theory.  
• Leading figure in 
commentary about 
violence against 
women and women in 
the military.

 

DEIRDRE M. ENRIGHT ’92 

• Director of investi-
gation of the Inno-
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FACULTY FOCUS

cence Project Clinic 
at UVA Law, and 
launched the clinic 
in 2008. 
• Has helped vacate 
unjust murder and 
rape convictions.  
• Featured with stu-
dents on “This 
American Life” hit 
podcast “Serial.”

 

KIMBERLY KESSLER 

FERZAN  
• Nationally re-
nowned criminal 
law theorist. 
• Co-author of 
“Crime and Culpa-
bility: A Theory of 
Criminal Law.” 
• Served as trial at-
torney for U.S. De-
partment of Justice, 
Public Integrity 
Section, Criminal 
Division, 1997-2000.

 
 

BRANDON L. GARRETT 

• Author of “Too Big 
to Jail: How Pros-
ecutors Compromise 
with Corporations” 
and “Convicting the 
Innocent: Where 
Criminal Prosecu-
tions Go Wrong.”  
• Worked with Inno-
cence Project co-
founders at their 
firm, Neufeld, 
Scheck & Brustin. 
• Frequent commen-

tator on criminal 
justice in the media.  
• Currently working 
on “The Triumph of 
Mercy,” a book about 
the dissolution of the 
death penalty.

 
 

JENNIFER L. GIVENS 

• Legal director of 
the Innocence 
Project Clinic at 
UVA Law. 
• Worked as 
assistant federal 
defender. 
• Served as senior 
staff attorney with 
Virginia Capital 
Representation 
Resource Center.  
• Secured grant of 
clemency for 
mentally ill client 
and won life 
sentence for an 
intellectually 
disabled client, both 
of whom were 
sentenced to death.

 
 

RACHEL A. HARMON  

• Prosecuted federal 
civil rights crimes 
for Justice Depart-
ment, including hate 
crimes and official 
misconduct cases.  
• Many prosecutions 
involved excessive 
force or sexual abuse 
by police, which has 
informed her schol-

arship on the regula-
tion of policing.

 

TOBY J. HEYTENS ’00  

• Worked in Office of 
the Solicitor 
General, arguing six 
cases before U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
• Law firm practice 
focused on appellate 
litigation.  
• Recent scholarship 
has focused on 
judging, including 
Stanford Law 
Review article 
offering empirical 
analysis of judicial 
reassignment. 

 
 

JOHN C. JEFFRIES, JR. ’73

• Co-authored case-
books in criminal 
law, civil rights and 
federal courts, and a 
variety of articles in 
those fields. 
• Co-authored, with 
Peter Low, the of-
ficial commentaries 
to the Model Penal 
Code.
• Wrote articles on 
the vagueness doc-
trine and on burden 
of proof in criminal 
law.

GREGORY MITCHELL 

• Scholarship 
focuses on psychol-
ogy of justice and 
application of social 
science to legal 
theory and policy.  
• Most recent book 
explains the Ameri-
can court system. 
• Holds a J.D. and a 
Ph.D. in psychology 
from Berkeley.

 
 

JOHN MONAHAN 

• Psychologist who 
co-authored the 
seminal “Social 
Science in Law” with 
professor emeritus 
Laurens Walker. 
• An expert on 
behavioral science 
evidence, criminol-
ogy and mental 
health law whose 
work is cited fre-
quently by courts.  
• In U.S. Supreme 
Court case Barefoot v. 
Estelle, was referred 
to as “the leading 
thinker” on the issue 
of violence risk 
assessment. 

UVA LAW boasts one of the finest criminal law faculties in the nation, with professors who are shaping 
a national conversation on justice.  RESIDENT FACULTY have extensive backgrounds in all aspects of the field, 
from firsthand experience in prosecution and defense at the local, state and federal levels, to post-conviction relief 
and scholarly discourse that is advancing a more just legal system. 

THE CURRICULUM
COURSES AT THE LAW SCHOOL explore an 

extensive range of topics in criminal 

justice and include three clinics. 

Students also have the opportunity to 

participate in the Virginia Journal of 

Criminal Law, the Domestic Violence 

Project and the Virginia Innocence 

Project Pro Bono Clinic, as well as other 

kinds of extracurricular activities outside 

of the classroom. 

2013-16 COURSES

Advanced Criminal Law 

Contemporary Debates in Criminal Law

Crime and Punishment

Criminal Adjudication

Criminal Investigation

Criminal Procedure

Criminal Procedure Survey

Criminology

Cyber Law and Policy

Cybercrime

Death Penalty

Federal Criminal Law

Federal Law of Fraud and Corruption

Federal Pretrial Litigation

Federal Sentencing

Habeas Corpus

Immigration Enforcement

International Criminal Justice: Its 

Successes, Failures and Future 

Prospects

International Criminal Law

International Financial Crimes

Law of the Police

Mental Health Issues in Juvenile Justice

Plea Bargaining

Profiling

Scientific Evidence

Social Science in Law

White Collar Criminal Defense Practice

White Collar Investigations, 

Enforcement and Business Risk 

Mitigation 

CLINICS

Criminal Defense Clinic

Innocence Project Clinic

Prosecution Clinic
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Garrett took her post as president of Cornell Univer-
sity in July, after serving since 2010 as provost and senior 
vice president for academic affairs at the University of 
Southern California. An expert in the legislative process, 
the design of democratic institutions, the federal budget 
and tax policy, she had also been a professor and deputy 
dean for academic affairs at the University of Chicago 
Law School. 

 Garrett was involved in public service outside of 
education as well. In 2005, President George W. Bush 
appointed her to serve on the nine-member bipartisan 
Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform.

 Her first job in academia was as a visiting professor 
at UVA Law during the 1994-95 school year. She was a 
visiting professor again for the fall 2001 term. 

 Professor Kenneth S. Abraham encouraged Garrett 
to pursue academia when she was a young lawyer.

 “I was deeply saddened to learn of Beth Garrett’s 
death. Beth was my student, old friend and colleague,” 
Abraham said. “She was a wonderful person, a fine 
scholar and a loyal alumna. She told me that she proudly 
wore her Virginia academic gown and doctoral hood 
for her installation as the president of Cornell. This is 
a terrible loss for all of us.”

 In January, Garrett was named the 2016 recipient of 
the University of Virginia Distinguished Alumna Award.

She provided answers to our interview questions in 
February, as she was about to undergo aggressive treat-
ment for colon cancer, and just days after her diagnosis 
was announced.

‘Perspective
    and Joy’

Elizabeth Garrett ’88 was just starting to make her mark as the first female president 
of Cornell University when she died March 6 after battling colon cancer. She was 52.
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You’re the first female 

president at Cornell. What 

does that mean to you?

I have been the first woman to do a 
number of things. I was the first woman 
to serve as provost at the University of 
Southern California and am now the first 
woman to serve as president of Cornell. 
And I’ve frequently found myself in en-
vironments where there were few other 
women, including on the Law Review 
and other law school–related activities 
at UVA.  
     I am very aware of my special role as 
a “first woman”—and it’s a responsibil-
ity I take seriously. I see it as an oppor-
tunity to emphasize that these roles are 
not gendered; a woman can be a good 
leader of a top research university, just 
as men have been for a long time. It is a 
message that is important not only to 
female students and junior colleagues, 
but to men as well. 
Our male students 
will be working side-
by-side with women, 
and working for 
women. We should 
all celebrate that.
     My parents never 
indicated that there 
was anything a woman couldn’t do on 
account of her gender. So in some ways 
my upbringing sent me into the world 
with a confidence that no one has been 
able to shake. One message I always try 
to impart to young women is that 
confidence, self-assurance and the 

willingness to confront people who are wrong or biased is 
an important part of success.  

What are some of the challenges facing higher 

education today?

Our first challenge is to maintain American higher education’s 
preeminence in research and scholarship in the face of 
declining federal support. Since the end of the Second World 
War, research universities, with support from the federal 
government, have been the nation’s primary producers of 
basic research—creating knowledge for knowledge’s sake, 
which, time and again, has made major advances possible, 
though sometimes not until many years later. To give just one 
example, the current genetics revolution—which is yielding 
medical treatments targeted to patients’ individual genetic 

profiles, crop species that are resistant to harsh climate 
conditions and damaging pathogens, and many other 
benefits—grew out of basic research in molecular biology 
undertaken in the 1950s and 1960s. 
 Faculty who are excited about their work as researchers 
and scholars, and who have the resources they need to be 
successful, not only contribute to the growth of knowledge, 
but also convey their approaches to discovery to their students, 
who will become the next generation of intellectual leaders, 
creators and discoverers. Those whose work leads to patents, 
license agreements and startup ventures have the added 
satisfaction of contributing to economic development and 
providing students with experience not only in research, but 
also in entrepreneurship. 
 As we seek to attract the best faculty, who, more than any 
other single factor, determine the excellence of our institu-
tions, universities need to provide adequate startup funding 
for new faculty, seed money for visionary and exploratory 
projects, and research infrastructure on which so much 
progress depends. 
 In the current budget climate, adequately supporting our 
faculty requires, in addition to federal dollars, resources from 

philanthropy and corporations, with appropriate safeguards 
in place to ensure research integrity and academic freedom. 
We must also turn to private philanthropy, foundations and 
other non-government sources to support essential work in 
areas where federal support is less available, including in the 
arts and humanities.
 Second, we must demonstrate the value of the education-
al experience, particularly the value of the residential under-
graduate experience at major research universities such as 
UVA and Cornell, amid widespread public concern about 
benefits and cost. While much of the public discussion has 
focused on tuition levels and student debt, many private 
universities, including Cornell, provide generous need-based 
financial aid to keep debt manageable and the cost of atten-
dance within reach for students from all economic circum-
stances. 
 Moreover, higher education is still one of the best invest-
ments an individual or family can make, and will pay dividends 
to graduates, in income and life satisfaction, and to society, 
for years to come. Students who pursue their undergraduate 
education in residence at a major research university gain 
not only specific facts and skills but also the tools to keep on 

Elizabeth Garrett’88: 
Cornell University’s first female president 

offered UVA Lawyer remarks before her untimely death.



68   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2016 

ELIZABETH GARRETT

learning and adapting long after their time with us on campus 
has passed. They develop broadly applicable skills in com-
munication, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and a broad 
understanding of global history, culture and the arts that is 
not only useful in itself, but also adds perspective and joy to 
their lives. 

How did your education at UVA Law prepare 

you for your career?

I owe a great deal to UVA for its role in my professional de-
velopment. I enjoyed my time in law 
school—I had wanted to be a lawyer since 
I was 5 years old and the challenge of my 
classes only deepened my interest in the 
law as a tool of social and economic 
change. I find that as president, just as I 
did as provost, I use my legal training 
every day, particularly as it relates to ne-
gotiation among parties with seemingly 
different interests and constructing ini-
tiatives that benefit many groups on 
campus.
 After my first year in law school, Pro-
fessor Stanley Henderson, my Contracts 
professor, suggested I consider clerking 
for a judge. He thought I should perhaps 
apply to work with a Supreme Court 
justice, which led to my clerkship with 
the inspirational Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall. 
 Several years later, after time working in 
Holland and Washington, D.C., Professor 
Ken Abraham called me to convince me to consider the aca-
demic world, and my first job as a law professor was at UVA, where 
my professors supported me while I was on the job market. My 
first classes were taught in rooms I’d learned in as a student, and 
my mentors were my former professors.
 From there, I’ve had a series of interesting and challenging 
jobs, not quite along the path I originally saw. I particularly 
credit Professors Henderson, Abraham, Richard Merrill and 
Lillian BeVier for challenging me to expand my focus beyond 
a conventional law practice so that I could remain open to all 
sorts of interesting possibilities, especially when they built 
on each other. 

What’s a favorite memory from your clerkship 

with Justice Thurgood Marshall?

I have been fortunate to work with so many of my heroes, 
including Thurgood Marshall.  As the best lawyer of the last 
century, Marshall taught me a great deal about the law, its 
effects on ordinary people, and its ability to change society. 
 The true impact of this extraordinary man was brought 
home to me not during my clerkship, but at the end of his life. 

On a cold day in January 1992, nearly 2,000 people lined the 
streets of Capitol Hill, waiting to enter the imposing Great 
Hall of the Supreme Court building. As they filed past the 
coffin and the official portrait of Justice Marshall, some were 
silent, but many parents whispered to their children, telling 
them about Thurgood Marshall, sharing how his work had 
changed America and their lives, and describing opportuni-
ties open to them that he helped to establish and institution-
alize. Many left flowers or other items before the portrait. I 
remember one moment that particularly captured the some-

what contradictory feelings of loss and hope that could be 
seen on the faces during the 12-hour vigil: A mourner left 
behind a copy of the petitioners’ brief in Brown v. Board of 
Education with the following inscription at the top: “We will 
always remember.”  

Being president of a university is a demanding 

job. What do you do to unwind?

I build time into my calendar to exercise regularly—and I en-
courage students to do that as well. It is a tremendous way to 
relieve stress, and helps put problems and challenges in per-
spective. I enjoy needlepoint for the same reason. My husband 
and I enjoy traveling and often do so with friends; spending 
time with friends who don’t see you as president first is es-
sential to keep perspective. I am also an avid reader. Earlier 
this year I saw “Bridge of Spies,” the Steven Spielberg movie 
about spying during the Cold War, and then immediately 
downloaded the book. It’s a fascinating story, and, of course, I 
applaud the American lawyer, James Donovan, who helped 
orchestrate the exchange of spies on Berlin’s Glienicke Bridge. 
He is the kind of lawyer we should all aspire to be. ▼▲

FIRST JOB in 
academia was 

as a visiting 
professor at 

UVA Law during 
the 1994-95 
school year.
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KENNETH S. ABRAHAM 
published “The Li-
ability Insurer’s Duty 
to Settle Uncertain 
and Mixed Claims,” 
in Rutgers Law 
Review and “Jeffer-
son’s Fire Insurance 
Policy and Monti-
cello’s Reconstruc-
tion of Slavery” in 
The Green Bag. 

KERRY ABRAMS con-
tinues to serve as vice 
provost for faculty 
affairs for the Uni-
versity, coordinating 
faculty recruitment 
and retention, over-
seeing the promotion 
and tenure process, 
and developing 
faculty policy Uni-
versity-wide. From 
April through June 
2015, she was a 
Trinity Term aca-
demic visitor at the 
Centre for Criminol-
ogy at Oxford Uni-
versity. While 
resident at Oxford, 
she presented two 
working papers, “The 
Status of State Citi-
zenship” and “The 
Challenge of Multi-
parentage.” In June, 
Justice Antonin 
Scalia quoted 
Abrams in his plural-
ity opinion in Kerry v. 
Din, a case about 

whether a U.S. citizen 
has a right to know 
why her spouse was 
denied a visa.
Abrams also helped 
to host, as part of the 
Immigration Law 
Program, a sympo-
sium on “The Future 
of Immigration En-
forcement” in honor 
of her colleague, 
David Martin. The 
Journal of Law & 
Politics published 
papers from the sym-
posium in the fall. 
She wrote an intro-
duction to the jour-
nal’s symposium 
volume—“Foreword: 
The Future of Im-
migration Enforce-
ment: A Tribute to 
David Martin” 
(2015)—and also 
moderated a plenary 
panel, an edited tran-
script of which she 
also published in the 
journal as “Struc-
tured Dialogue on 
Building a Sustain-
able, Stable Immigra-
tion Enforcement 
System” (2015). 
Abrams authored 
several online publi-
cations, including an 
essay, “No More 
Blood,” which was a 
contribution to a 
EUDO CITIZEN-
SHIP Forum debate 
on whether the wide-
spread legal rule of 
ius sanguinis, through 
which citizenship is 
transmitted at birth 
from parent to child, 
can still be justified 
in the contemporary 
world, as well as two 
reviews of the work 
of her family-law 
colleagues on 
Jotwell.com, 
“Making ‘Admin’ 
Visible” and “Re-
structuring Family 
Law.” 

 In September, she 
spoke to the Law 
School community at 
the Supreme Court 
Roundup about 
Obergefell v. Hodges, 
the same-sex mar-
riage decision. In 
October, she traveled 
to Montreal for a 
workshop on “Man-
aging Citizenship, 
Security and Rights” 
at the University of 
Quebec at Montreal. 
The workshop was 
the first of several 
planned as part of a 
five-year grant from 
the Social Sciences & 
Humanities Research 
Council of Canada as 
part of its Insights 
Program to study 
comparative ap-
proaches to marriage 
migration regulation. 

This spring, BARBARA 

ARMACOST ’89 pre-
sented a paper at 
“Doing Justice 
Without Doing 
Harm,” a conference 
sponsored by the 
Nootbaar Institute at 
Pepperdine Law 
School. The paper, 
“Restorative Justice 
in America’s Prisons: 
The Scourge of Soli-
tary Confinement,” 
discusses historical, 
constitutional, legal 
and moral issues 
raised by the use of 
solitary confinement 
in American 
prisons. This year she 
taught a Seminar in 
Ethical Values on 
restorative justice, 

and the paper was 
inspired in part by 
research for that 
seminar. 

In December, MARGO 

BAGLEY’S second 
report for the 
Woodrow Wilson 
International Center 
for Scholars, “Digital 
DNA: Synthetic 
Biology, Intellectual 
Property Treaties, 
and The Nagoya Pro-
tocol” was released. 
She also presented 
the conclusions of 
the report at a 
release event at the 
Wilson Center in 
Washington, D.C.
Her piece, “On Being 
Human,” a review of 
the documentary 
“Fire in the Blood,” 
was published in the 
Journal of Intellec-
tual Property Law & 
Practice in March. 
 Bagley recently 
completed two book 
chapters, which are 
now with the 
editors: “Towering 
Wave or Tempest in 
a Teapot? Synthetic 
Biology, Access & 
Benefit Sharing, and 
Economic Develop-
ment,” in Susy 
Frankel and Daniel 
Gervais, eds., “Intel-
lectual Property and 
Regulation of the 
Internet: The Nexus 
with Human and 
Economic Develop-
ment” (Victoria Uni-
versity Press, 
forthcoming 2016), 
and “Of Disclosure 

‘Straws’ and Patent 
System ‘Camels’: 
Patents, Innovation, 
and the Disclosure of 
Origin Require-
ment,” in Daniel 
Robinson, Ahmed 
Abdel-Latif & Pedro 
Roffe, eds., “Protect-
ing Traditional 
Knowledge: The 
WIPO Intergovern-
mental Committee 
on Intellectual Prop-
erty and Genetic 
Resources, Tradi-
tional Knowledge 
and Folklore” (Rout-
ledge Press, forth-
coming 2016).
In addition to the 
Wilson Center 
release event, she 
gave the following 
presentations: “New 
Technologies, Fair-
ness, and Cross-Bor-
der Issues,” at the 
National Academies 
of Sciences, Engi-
neering and Medi-
cine’s “Workshop on 
National and Inter-
national Intellectual 
Property Practices 
and Policies: Assess-
ing the Impact of 
Political, Economic, 
and Technological 
Pressures,” Washing-
ton, D.C., December; 
“Show AND Tell: 
Genetic Resource 
Disclosure of Origin 
Requirements and 
the TRIPS Agree-
ment,” at the sympo-
sium “Patent 
Sovereignty and In-
ternational Law,” 
University of Califor-
nia-Irvine, October; 
and “Towering Wave 
or Tempest in a 
Teapot? Synthetic 
Biology, Access and 
Benefit Sharing, and 
Economic Develop-
ment,” Emory Uni-
versity School of 
Law, Atlanta, 

FACULTY NEWS
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September, and the 
University of Rich-
mond School of Law, 
October.

She is scheduled to 
speak at Loyola Law 
School, Los Angeles 
on “Digital DNA: 
The Nagoya Protocol, 
Intellectual Property 
Treaties, and 
Synthetic Biology.”
 Finally, she 
continued her role as 
an expert technical 
advisor to the 

government of 
Mozambique at the 
World Intellectual 
Property General 
Assemblies 
(October), the 
Standing Committee 
on Trademarks 
(November) and the 
Intergovernmental 
Committee on 
Intellectual 
Property, Genetic 
Resources, 
Traditional 
Knowledge, and 

Folklore (February) 
sessions in Geneva, 
Switzerland.
She also delivered 
the Hardy Cross 
Dillard Chair 
Lecture, “‘Thou 
Shalt Not Steal’: The 
Morality of Limits on 
Pharmaceutical 
Patents,” at the 
University of 
Virginia School of 
Law. 

RICHARD BONNIE ’69 
was invited to deliver 
a major lecture at the 
Annual Meeting of 
the American Psychi-
atric Association in 

Atlanta in May. His 
lecture is titled “The 
Sudden Collapse of 
Marijuana Prohibi-
tion: What Next?” At 
the meeting, he will 
be awarded a Special 
Presidential Com-
mendation for his 
contributions to the 
field of law and 
psychiatry.
 Bonnie continued 
to play an active role 
in public debate about 
gun policy, working 

with a team of scien-
tific colleagues from 
Duke University and 
Columbia University. 
They published an 
article in the Journal 
of the American 
Medical Association 
on the relationship 
between firearms and 
suicide, and also sub-
mitted invited testi-
mony to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee 
in February on the 
likely effects of pro-
posals to restore gun 
rights to individuals 
with histories of invol-
untary hospitalization 
and to veterans who 
have been found to be 
unable to manage 
their financial affairs. 
He also spoke on this 
topic at UVA’s Medical 
Center Hour on Oct. 7. 
 Bonnie co-authored 
companion articles 
published in Psycho-
logical Science and 
the Temple Law 
Review on the policy 
implications of recent 
neuroscience research 
indicating that some 
characteristics of 
brain development in 
adolescents, particu-
larly risk-taking and 
impulsivity in condi-
tions of social arousal, 
continue into young 
adulthood. He also 
made presentations on 
juvenile justice reform 
at a symposium on 
neuroscience and the 
law at Fordham Law 
School in February 
and to the American 
Psychiatric Associa-
tion Annual Meeting. 
 At the request of 
Virginia Sen. Creigh 
Deeds, Bonnie is 
chairing an expert 
advisory body to 
prepare options for 
the General Assem-
bly’s panel studying 
“mental health ser-
vices for the 21st 
century” and charged 
with reporting recom-
mendations in De-
cember 2017. The 
study was initiated in 

IN DECEMBER, Secretary of 
Defense Ash Carter an-
nounced that the military 
would, for the first time, allow 
women to serve in all combat 
roles for which they qualified, 
removing the final official 
barrier for women’s service in 
units such as the Navy SEALS, 
the Army Special Forces and 
the Marine Corps infantry. 

Professor Anne Coughlin, 
who, as the leader of the Molly 
Pitcher Project at UVA Law, 
helped create the legal frame-
work for the federal discrimi-
nation suit that was filed 
against the combat exclusion 
policy in 2012, described 
Carter’s announcement as “a 
very long time coming.” 

“Women have been in 
combat theaters, but they 
haven’t yet done the full range 
of jobs,” she said in an inter-
view with KCRW in Los 
Angeles. “In the work that 
they have done, though, 
they’ve shown that they have 
the strength, the courage, the 
smarts, the shrewdness and so 

forth to perform at whatever 
tasks they’ve been given.”

She noted, however, that, 
going forward, it would be 
important for the military to 
establish clear, neutral guide-
lines to test both men and 
women, and then follow them 
in their deployments.

The Molly Pitcher Project 
was formed by Coughlin and 
four students (above, with 
Coughlin, 2013 graduates 
Helen O’Beirne, Ariel Linet, 
Rebecca Cohn and Kyle Mal-
linak) at UVA Law School in 
2011 with the goal of laying the 
groundwork to file a lawsuit 
against the gender exclusion 
policy. The law firm Coving-
ton and Burling took on the 
case and filed the federal 
lawsuit in May 2012, with 
Army Col. Ellen Haring and 
Army Reserve Command Sgt. 
Maj. Jane P. Baldwin as the 
plaintiffs. The case was still 
pending when, in 2013, then–
Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta gave his order to lift 
the exclusion policy. 

Coughlin expressed opti-
mism that rigid ideas about 
roles for women were shifting, 
especially in the younger gen-
eration. 

“Women, like men, should 
be able to choose to invest 
their personal capital and to 
decide what kinds of jobs they 
want to compete for,” she said. 
“And if they develop those 
personal resources—the skills, 
the strength—then they are 
entitled to get those jobs.”

Coughlin noted that the 
next step toward equality is to 
challenge the male-only selec-
tive service registration. 

“The objective has been to 
insist that women, like men, 
have equal opportunities, but 
also equal obligations,” she 
said. “If there comes a time 
when there’s a national emer-
gency and we have to institute 
the draft, the idea is that 
women are equally fit and 
capable to fight if they meet 
the standards.”

—Andrew Martin

COUGHLIN COMES FULL CIRCLE 
ON MOLLY PITCHER
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the wake of a tragic 
episode in November 
2013 in which Deeds’ 
son attempted to kill 
him, and then com-
mitted suicide. Bonnie 
previously chaired the 
Virginia Supreme 
Court’s Commission 
on Mental Health Law 
Reform from 2006-11. 
 He presented 
“Coping with Service 
System Failures: The 
Case of Psychiatric 
Emergencies” at a 
program on “Intro-
ducing Change in the 
Delivery of Care” 
sponsored by the John 
W. Glynn, Jr. Law & 
Business Program on 
Nov. 20. Bonnie was 
co-author of a study 
published in the New 
England Journal of 
Medicine in March 
showing that use of an 
extended release form 
of a drug that blocks 
the effects of opioids 
reduced the risk of 
relapse in a population 
of addicts under 
criminal justice 
supervision. 
 Finally, Bonnie 
made a presentation at 
a death penalty sym-
posium at Washington 
and Lee School of 
Law, “Mental Illness, 
Severe Emotional 
Distress and the 
Death Penalty: Reflec-
tions on the Case of 
Joe Giarratano.” 
Bonnie represented 
Giarratano from 1980-
83. His death sentence 
was commuted by 
Gov. Doug Wilder in 
1991.

Four students from 
the Law School’s 
Appellate Litigation 
Clinic, led by STEPHEN 

BRAGA, argued two 

appeals before the 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
in Richmond on Jan. 
28, with two students 
jointly presenting 
each appeal. The 
clinic also reprised 
last year’s trip to the 
Sixth Circuit in Cin-
cinnati, returning to 
the court March 17-18 
for back-to-back days 
of appellate argu-
ments involving three 
more students han-
dling two separate 
cases. On March 22, 
the clinic returned to 
the Fourth Circuit in 
Richmond for a single 
appellate argument 
by a student in a pris-
oner’s rights case. 
The final case of the 
year will be argued at 
the Fourth Circuit in 
May.  
 By the end of the 
semester, all 12 stu-
dents in the clinic will 
have presented an 
oral argument to a 
federal circuit court 
of appeals. 

DARRYL BROWN ’90 
was a visiting scholar 
at the University of 
Münster, Germany, in 
March, and at the 
University of Toronto 
and Osgood Hall law 
schools in April. Also 
in April, he presented 
a paper at the 
Midwest Political 
Science Association 
conference in 
Chicago. His book 
“Free Market Crimi-
nal Justice: How De-
mocracy and Laissez 
Faire Undermine the 
Rule of Law” was 
published by Oxford 
University Press in 
January. 

JON CANNON’S 
response piece—
“Toward a Theory of 
Change”—was pub-
lished by the Harvard 
Law Review Forum in 
March. His book “En-
vironment in the 
Balance” was selected 
for a panel of the Vir-
ginia Festival of the 
Book, titled “Environ-
mental Thought: Re-
sources, Law and 
Politics,” on March 18. 
In April, he comment-
ed on “Struggling for 
Air” by Ricky Revesz 
and Jack Lienke at 
Resources for the 
Future. He also trav-
eled to Williams 
College in April to give 
a lecture on “Environ-
ment in the Balance.” 
He continues his 
work, with others, on a 
meta-study on ele-
ments of successful 
nongovernmental 
conservation efforts.

A documentary movie 
that GEORGE COHEN 
appears in made its 
debut at the South by 
Southwest Film Festi-
val on March 13. The 
film, “Starving the 
Beast,” “examines the 
ongoing power strug-
gle on college cam-
puses across the 
nation as political and 
market-oriented 
forces push to disrupt 
and reform America’s 
public universities. 
The film documents a 

philosophical shift 
that seeks to reframe 
public higher educa-
tion as a ‘value propo-
sition’ to be borne by 
the beneficiary of a 
college degree rather 
than as a ‘public good’ 
for society.” 

ASHLEY DEEKS had two 
articles published 
between February 
and May: “Confront-
ing and Adapting: 
Intelligence Agencies 
and International 
Law” in the Virginia 
Law Review and 
“Intelligence Com-
munities, Peer 
Constraints, 
and the Law” in the 
Harvard National 
Security Journal. She 
also published a sym-
posium piece in the 
University of Chicago 
Law Review, titled 
“Checks and Bal-
ances from Abroad.”
 She continued to 
serve on the State 
Department’s 
Advisory Committee 
on International Law 
and recently served 
as a discussant on 
transnational data 
issues. She spoke 
in February about 
cyber issues in 
international law at a 
University of Texas 
Law School 
conference, “The 
Frontiers of 
Cybersecurity Policy 
and Law.” In March 
she spoke on the 
legal basis for the 
use of force in Syria, 
at a JAG School 
event for senior 
military lawyers. 
She also moderated a 
panel in March at 
the American 
Society of 

International Law’s 
Annual Meeting, on 
the topic of 
international law and 
intelligence.

In a span of five days 
in March, JOHN DUFFY 
argued TC Heartland 
v. Kraft (on behalf of 
TC Heartland) before 
the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, in a 
case that could dra-
matically affect venue 
choices in patent in-
fringement litigation; 
participated in the 
“Private Law and 
Intellectual Prop-
erty” conference at 
Harvard Law School; 
spoke at an American 
Bar Association con-
ference on adminis-
trative law; testified 
before the U.S. House 
Judiciary Committee, 
on the topic “The 
Chevron Doctrine:  
Constitutional and 
Statutory Questions 
in Judicial Deference 
to Agencies”; and 
spoke on a panel with 
two Federal Circuit 
judges at George 
Mason University 
about the role of that 
court in the federal 
court system.

In April, MICHAEL 

DORAN presented a 
paper, “The Puzzle of 
Non-Qualified Re-
tirement Pay,” at the 
University of Colo-
rado Law School as 

part of its tax policy 
colloquium, and at 
the University of 
Pennsylvania Law 
School as part of its 
tax policy colloqui-
um. In June, he will 
present another 
paper, “Revisiting the 
Tax Cap on Manager 
Compensation,” at 
Columbia Law School 
as part of its Summer 
Tax Policy Workshop.

KIMBERLY KESSLER 

FERZAN gave her 
chair lecture, “If 
What I Do Is Right, 
How Can You Make 
It Wrong?” in Febru-
ary. She co-authored, 
with University of 
Michigan law profes-
sor Peter Westen, 
“How to Think (Like 
a Lawyer) About 
Rape Law.” She is 
working on “Re-
thinking Crime and 
Culpability,” a book 
under contract with 
Cambridge Univer-
sity Press that she is 
co-authoring with 
University of San 
Diego law professor 
Larry Alexander. 
 She taught “Ad-
vanced Criminal 
Law: From Theory to 
Practice” at Harvard 
Law School over the 
January term, and 
attended an Ameri-
can Law Institute 
meeting in March on 
the sexual assault 
consent formulation 
for a proposed revi-
sion to the Model 
Penal Code. 
 She traveled to 
Oslo, Norway, in 
March to serve on the 
dissertation commit-
tee of a philosophy 
Ph.D. at the Univer-
sity of Oslo, and 
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presented a paper on 
consent in rape law at 
the April 29-30 con-
ference “Theorizing 
Consent: Educational 
and Legal Perspec-
tives on Campus 
Rape,” at the Univer-
sity of Texas, Austin. 

BRANDON GARRETT 

and Kerry Abrams 
published “DNA and 
Distrust” in Notre 
Dame Law Review. 
Garrett published 
“Constitutional Law 
and the Law of Evi-
dence” in Cornell 
Law Review and 
“The Corporate 
Criminal as Scape-
goat” in the Virginia 
Law Review, which is 
currently being 
translated into 
French for the Revue 
Internationale de 
Droit Économique. A 
translation of a 2015 
Virginia Law Review 
piece, “Confession 
Contamination Re-
visited,” is forthcom-
ing in the Taiwan 
Law Review.
Garrett has just 
signed a contract 
with Harvard Uni-
versity Press to write 
“The Triumph of 
Mercy,” a book exam-
ining the causes of 
the decline in death 
sentences in the U.S. 
and the implications 
for the future of 
criminal justice more 
broadly.

He spoke about 
two of his books at 
the Miller Center’s 
American Forum on 
Dec. 10, and the con-
versation, “The Dys-
function of American 
Justice,” aired on PBS 
stations in late 
January. At the JAG 

School on Feb. 2, he 
presented research 
on the law and 
science of eyewitness 
memory at the Inter-
mediate Trial Advo-
cacy Course. He 
spoke at a conference 
at Washington and 
Lee University School 
of Law on Feb. 5, 
where he presented 
“The Constitutional 
Regulation of Foren-
sic Evidence” for a 
symposium issue of 
the Washington and 
Lee Law Review. 
Garrett moderated a 
Feb. 17 presentation 
by U.S. Attorney 
Andrew Boutros on 
food safety and 
customs prosecutions 
and a panel on corpo-
rate compliance at the 
Virginia Journal of 
Criminal Law’s 
annual symposium 
Feb. 18. He presented 
chapters from his 
book-in-progress 
examining the 
decline in death sen-
tences at the Florida 
State University 
College of Law on 
Feb. 24. Garrett par-
ticipated in an Ad-
ministrative 
Conference of the 
United States forum 
that focused on regu-
latory capture on 
March 3, along with 
U.S. Sens. Sheldon 
Whitehouse ’82, Mike 
Lee and Elizabeth 
Warren. On March 4, 
he presented a paper 
for a symposium issue 
at a conference at the 
West Virginia School 
of Law. Co-authored 
with Greg Mitchell, 
the paper included 
surveys of lawyer and 
lay perceptions of 
forensic evidence. 
Also in March, he 
participated in a Kal-
orama Conversation 
on “Prisons at the 
Core of Criminal 
Justice Reform” at 
the French Embassy, 
an event co-spon-
sored by The Atlantic.

He delivered two 
keynote addresses 
and participated in a 
conference on March 
18 in Tokyo on “Death 
Row Exonerations 
and DNA Testing,” 
and on March 20 in 
Osaka, Japan, on 
“The Past, Present, 
and Future of Inno-
cence Efforts in 
Japan.” Both speech-
es will be translated 
and published in 
Japan. In April, he 
will teach an Osher 
Lifelong Learning 
Institute class in 
Charlottesville on 
corporate crime.

Garrett is the Law 
School’s principal 
investigator for the 
Center for Statistics 
and Applications in 
Forensic Evidence, 
funded by the U.S. 
Commerce Depart-
ment’s National Insti-
tute of Standards and 
Technology. This fall, 
the center launched 
the Forensics Forum 
blog, which features 
news, judicial rulings 
and research on fo-
rensics. In March, 
Garrett, Dan Murrie 
and Sharon Kelley of 
the Institute of Law, 
Psychiatry and Public 
Policy presented 
work made possible 
by C-SAFE, on psy-
chology of forensic 
evidence, at a sympo-
sium at the annual 
American Psychology 
and Law Society 
Conference.

On Oct. 31, Garrett 
provided written 
testimony in support 
of the Police and 
Criminal Discovery 
Reform Amendment 
Act of 2015, before the 
D.C. Counsel Com-
mittee on the 
Judiciary.

He will be publish-
ing two short pieces 
this spring: “The 
Myth of the Pre-
sumption of Inno-
cence,” Texas Law 
Review Online and 

“The Metamorphosis 
of Corporate Crimi-
nal Prosecution,” 
Virginia Law Review 
Online.

His recent op-eds 
include: “Firm Lines: 
Justice Scalia’s Crim-
inal Justice Legacy,” 
in The Crime Report, 
Feb. 16; “The Year 
Banks Finally Paid” 
in Slate, Jan. 12; “Can 
a Lawyer Oppose a 
Client’s Plea to Live?,” 
ACS Blog and Huff-
ington Post, Dec. 1; 
“Florida’s Outlier 
Hanging Judges,” 
ACS Blog, Nov. 9; 
“Virginia’s Vanishing 
Death Penalty,” Slate, 
Oct. 30; “It Takes a 
Plan (To End ‘Too Big 
to Jail’),” Huffington 
Post and CLS Blue 
Sky Blog, Oct. 14-15; 
“Serving Life for a 
Lie,” Huffington Post, 
Oct. 9; “Who Bites the 
Bullet,” ACS Blog and 
Forensics Forum, Oct. 
6; and “Coerced Con-
fessions and Jail-
house Snitches: Why 
the Death Penalty Is 
So Flawed,” The Con-
versation, Aug. 5. 

In October, MICHAEL 

GILBERT moderated a 
panel discussion at 
the Journal of Law & 
Politics symposium 
on judicial elections. 
In December, Gil-
bert’s paper, “Insin-
cere Rules,” was 
published in the Vir-
ginia Law Review. 
His paper “The Coor-
dination Fallacy,” 
co-authored with 
Brian Barnes ’16 and 
prepared for a sym-
posium at Florida 
State University, will 
be published this 
spring in that school’s 

law review. 
 In March, Gilbert 
presented “Aggregate 
Corruption,” a paper 
he co-authored with 
Emily Reeder ’17, at a 
symposium on elec-
tion law at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky 
College of Law. In 
April, Gilbert partici-
pated in a symposium 
on campaign finance 
reform at Seton Hall 
University. 

Gilbert continues 
to work with Robert 
Cooter from the Uni-
versity of California, 
Berkeley, on a book on 
public law and eco-
nomics. He is also 
writing a paper titled 
“Entrenchment,” 
which examines the 
relationship between 
constitutional 
amendments and 
legal change. 

RISA GOLUBOFF at-
tended a number of 
events this spring 
related to the release 
of her book “Vagrant 
Nation: Police Power, 
Constitutional 
Change, and the 
Making of the 1960s”: 
a panel at the Law 
School with com-
ments on the book by 
Yale law professor 
John Witt, University 
of California-Santa 
Barbara history pro-
fessor Laura Kalman 
and Anne Coughlin, 
moderated by G. 
Edward White and 
organized by Cynthia 
Nicoletti; TEDxUVA; 
the Virginia Festival 
of the Book; the Jef-
ferson Society 
(at UVA); and two 
events at the Miller 
Center: an appear-
ance on “American 

Forum” and a talk in 
their Great Issues 
series. She is also the 
keynote speaker at 
the ACLU of Virginia 
annual meeting. In 
May, she will be on a 
panel on the Recon-
struction Amend-
ments at the Second 
Circuit Judicial 
Conference. 

RACHEL HARMON pre-
sented her draft 
paper, “Why Arrest?” 
to the Constitutional 
Law Workshop at the 
University of 
Chicago. In the paper, 
Harmon challenges 
the long-held as-
sumption that arrests 
are critical to most 
law enforcement 
goals and proposes 
methods for reducing 
arrests. 
 One innovative 
proposal Harmon 
makes in the arrest 
paper is for officers to 
use evidence-based, 
risk assessment tools 
in making street 
arrest decisions. After 
reading her work, a 
criminal justice non-
profit, Impact Justice, 
has started a project 
to create and test 
such tools in police 
departments. 
Harmon is advising 
the project. 
 Harmon was re-
cently elected to the 
American Law Insti-
tute. She has also 
been appointed as-
sociate reporter for 
the institute’s new 
project Principles of 
the Law, Police Inves-
tigations. She serves 
on the National Re-
search Council’s 
Committee on Proac-
tive Policing.  
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Free Market 
Criminal 
Justice

DARRYL BROWN  
Oxford University 
Press
 
In his book, Brown 
argues that the 
criminal justice 
system in the United 
States is unique 
because of 
Americans’ faith in 
democratic 
processes and free 
markets, with that 
faith ruling much of 
the logic behind the 
system.

Vagrant 
Nation: 
Police Power, 
Constitutional 
Change and the 
Making of the 
1960s

RISA GOLUBOFF  

Oxford University 
Press
 
Goluboff explores 
the power police 
once had to jail large 
populations of 
people, often 
without any real 
evidence of a crime 
being committed, 
and how and why 
vagrancy laws that 
had been on the 
books for hundreds 
of years rapidly 
collapsed in the span 
of two decades. 
 

American 
Courts 
Explained 

GREG MITCHELL 

West Academic 
Publishing 

With co-author UVA 
politics professor 
David Klein, 
Mitchell takes 
readers on an easy-
to-understand tour 
of the American 
court system, from 
small claims to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, 
using two 
illustrative cases to 
provide much of the 
context. 
 

The Rise of 
Corporate 
Religious 
Liberty

MICAH 

SCHWARTZMAN 
Oxford University 
Press
 
This collection of 
essays, co-edited 
with Chad Flanders 
of Saint Louis 
University School of 
Law and Zoë 
Robinson of DePaul 
College of Law, 
examines the 
evolution of 
corporate claims to 
religious freedom. 
The book dissects 
cases such as 
Burwell v. Hobby 
Lobby Stores, 
and anticipates 
Zubik v. Burwell, 
heard by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 
April. 

The 
Psychological 
Foundations of 
Evidence Law

BARBARA A. 

SPELLMAN  
New York University 
Press
 
In her book, written 
with Arizona State 
University professor 
Michael J. Saks, 
Spellman looks at 
how evidence is 
presented. She finds 
the way juries, 
judges and other 
decision-makers 
think about evidence 
doesn’t always 
match up with what 
those who craft 
rules of evidence 
assume they will 
think. 

Law in 
American 
History, 
Volume II: 
From 
Reconstruction 
Through the 
1920s 

G. EDWARD WHITE 
Oxford University 
Press 

White weighs in on 
foundational 
historical legal 
issues with the 
second tome in his 
three-part series, 
which examines the 
beginnings of 
America’s transition 
to the modern era. 
 

 

VISIT 
WWW.LAW.VIRGINIA.EDU 
FOR FULL STORIES ON EACH BOOK.

BOOKSHELF NEW BOOKS 
FROM FACULTY
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Harmon has an 
article forthcoming in 
a journal symposium 
issue on teaching 
criminal procedure–
“Reconsidering 
Criminal Procedure: 
Teaching the Law of 
the Police,” 60 St. 
Louis University Law 
Journal (2016). The 
essay argues for 
supplementing the 
law school 
curriculum with 
classes on the law 
governing the police, 
rather than expecting 
criminal procedure 
courses to address 
policing adequately. 
The essay is based on 

a class Harmon 
teaches at UVA, and 
she is now developing 
a casebook for others 
who would like to 
teach law students 
about the legal 
regulation of the 
police. 

Last semester, 
ANDREW HAYASHI 

presented a paper 
called “The Effects 
of Refund 
Anticipation Loans 
on Tax Filing and 
Compliance” at the 
National Tax 
Association Annual 
Meeting. He also 
presented that paper 
at the University of 

Toronto in March. 
He contributed the 
Virginia entry for the 
Lincoln Institute’s 
“Significant Features 
of the Property Tax” 
online database, 
which will be 
published in revised 
form in May. 

DEBORAH HELLMAN 
gave a public lecture 

honoring the life and 
work of political phi-
losopher Alan Wert-
heimer at the 
University of 
Vermont on Oct. 13. 
In January she spoke 
at the Jurisprudence 
Section of the As-
sociation of American 
Law Schools meeting, 
another event honor-
ing the work ofWert-
heimer. She discussed 
Wertheimer’s work 
on coercion and its 
relevance to constitu-
tional spending 
power jurisprudence. 
 This spring she 
gave a paper at a con-
ference at Oxford 
University focusing 
on disparate impact 
discrimination. She 
will also be partici-
pating in an event 
sponsored by the 
University of Penn-
sylvania Law School 
on campaign finance 
law. 

A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 
lectured widely in 
recent months, on 
topics ranging from 
the Supreme Court to 
state constitutions to 
Magna Carta. At the 
National Constitu-
tion Center in Phila-
delphia, he keynoted 
the center’s annual 
Bill of Rights Day 
celebration. While in 
Philadelphia, he 
spoke on state consti-
tutions in the Revolu-
tionary era at a gala 
dinner of the board of 
directors of the 
Museum of the 
American Revolu-
tion. In Washington, 
Howard was a 
marquee speaker at 
the American Inns of 
Court’s meeting 

celebrating the 35th 
anniversary of the 
founding of that 
organization. 
 Magna Carta’s 
800th anniversary 
furnished the occa-
sion for a number of 
lectures. At Brooklyn 
Law School, Howard 
keynoted that school’s 
Constitution Day 
event, “From Run-
nymede to Philadel-
phia to Cyberspace: 
The Enduring Legacy 
of Magna Carta.” The 
Virginia Historical 
Society’s Banner 
Lecture series had 
Howard speaking on 
“Magna Carta: 800 
Years since Runny-
mede.” At Chapel 
Hill, Howard key-
noted a symposium 
on Magna Carta. The 
proceedings of that 
symposium will be 
published in a forth-
coming issue of the 
North Carolina Law 
Review. He gave yet 
more lectures on 
aspects of Magna 
Carta’s origins and 
contemporary legacy 
at the University of 
Richmond, Hamp-
den-Sydney College, a 
dinner of the Virginia 
chapter of the Ameri-
can Board of Trial 
Advocates, and the 
Society of the Four 
Arts, in Palm Beach, 
Florida.

When the newly 
elected Rhodes Schol-
ars gathered in Wash-
ington before their 
departure for Oxford, 
Howard talked with 
them about “The 
Changing Face of the 
Supreme Court.” In 
Palm Beach, he 
offered observations 
on the legacy of 
James Madison at a 
dinner for Friends of 
Montpelier. Howard 
also made remarks at 
a reception for Law 
School alumni in 
Miami.

PROFESSOR Michael Livermore’s 
co-authored article, “Rethinking 
Health-Based Environmental 
Standards,” was recently named 
one of the best environmental law 
articles published during the 
2014-15 academic year. Originally 
published in the NYU Law Review 
with New York University law 
professor Richard L. Revesz, the 

article will 
appear in 
condensed 
form in the 
2016 Envi-
ronmental 
Law and 
Policy 
Annual 
Review, a 
joint project 

of the Environmental Law Re-
porter and Vanderbilt Law School. 
A conference bringing together 
the featured authors and com-
menters took place April 1 in 
Washington, D.C.

The article argues that, con-
trary to the most common conclu-
sions drawn from an important 
U.S. Supreme Court case, 
Whitman v. American Trucking 
Associations Inc., cost-blind regu-
lations are not always better for 
the environment. 

“When conducted in a balanced 
and neutral fashion,” Livermore 
said in a recent interview, “cost-
benefit analysis often favors strong 
environmental protection, espe-
cially when next-generation regu-
latory tools—like pollution 
markets—are used to reduce emis-
sions. This piece shows that even 
in an area where cost consider-
ations are broadly believed to favor 
industry, cost-benefit analysis 
would actually result in more en-
vironmentally protective stan-
dards.”

Livermore and Revesz previ-
ously co-wrote a book on the 
subject, “Retaking Rationality: 
How Cost-Benefit Analysis Can 
Better Protect the Environment 
and Our Health.”

Livemore joined the faculty as 
an associate professor of law in 
2013. Prior to his time at UVA, he 
was the founding executive direc-
tor of the Institute for Policy In-
tegrity at New York University 
School of Law, a think tank dedi-
cated to improving the quality of 
government decision-making 
through advocacy and scholarship 
in the areas of administrative 
law, cost-benefit analysis and 
regulation.

—Andrew Martin

LIVERMORE’S ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCHOLARSHIP HONORED
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LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 

wrote a review of 
Seana Shiffrin’s 
book, “Speech 
Matters,” which ap-
peared in the 
Harvard Law 
Review in February. 
In January, Kendrick 
spoke on the topic of 
free speech on 
campus at the inau-
gural Higher Educa-
tion Forum at the 
Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. 
The forum brought 
together a cross-
disciplinary group of 
young scholars from 
various elite institu-
tions to consider 
major issues facing 
higher education 
today. Also in 
January, Kendrick 
became chair of the 
Torts and Compen-
sation Systems 
section of the Ameri-
can Association of 
Law Schools. In 
March, she appeared 
at a First Amend-
ment conference at 
Columbia Law 
School. In April, she 
participated in a 
panel at Brandeis 
University to com-
memorate the 100th 
anniversary of 
Brandeis’ appoint-
ment to the Supreme 
Court. 

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK 
gave the Roscoe 
Pound Lecture at the 

University of Ne-
braska Law School in 
March, delivering a 
speech titled “How 
the Supreme Court 
Protects the Free 
Exercise of Religion.” 
In October, he spoke 
at the Law School at a 
Lambda Law Alli-
ance event on “After 
Obergefell: What’s 
Next for the LGBTQ 
Movement?” In 
January, he spoke on 
religious liberty to a 
group of Harvard law 
students and the staff 
of the Becket Fund 
for Religious Liberty, 
in Washington, D.C. 
In February, he spoke 
on “Freedom of Reli-
gious Expression” in 
the Philosophy De-
partment at the Uni-
versity of Texas at 
Austin.
 In the current 
term of the Supreme 
Court, he filed 
amicus briefs in 
support of the con-
sumer in Spokeo Inc. 
v. Robins, on standing 
to seek statutory 
minimum damages; 
in support of the peti-
tioners in Stormans, 
Inc. v. Wiesman, on 
the scope of federal 
protection under the 
Free Exercise Clause; 
and in support of the 
government in Zubik 
v. Burwell, the chal-
lenge by religious 
nonprofits to the re-
quirement that their 
secular insurers 
provide contracep-
tion coverage sepa-
rately from the 
employer’s insurance 
plan. He is also on the 
brief for the univer-
sity in Fischer v. Uni-
versity of Texas, the 
affirmative action 
case, and on the cert 
petition for the 
school district in 
Douglas County 
School District v. Tax-
payers for Public Edu-
cation, a challenge to 
a state Blaine 
Amendment.

He recently pub-
lished “The Cam-
paign Against 
Religious Liberty,” in 
Micah Schwartzman, 
et al., eds., “The Rise 
of Corporate Reli-
gious Liberty” 
(Oxford University 
Press, 2016); “Reli-
gious Liberty Is a 
Secular Liberal 
Value,” in Stephen V. 
Monsma & Stanley 
W. Carlson-Thies, 
eds., “Free to Serve: 
Protecting the Reli-
gious Freedom of 
Faith-Based Organi-
zations” (Brazos 
Press 2015); and the 
2015 Supplement to 
his casebook, 
“Modern American 
Remedies.” Laycock’s 
article “Religious 
Liberty for Politically 
Active Groups: A 
Response to NeJaime 
and Siegal” was pub-
lished in March in 
volume 125 of Yale 
Law Journal Forum.

This spring, MICHAEL 

LIVERMORE presented 
a paper, “Sociopoliti-
cal Feedbacks and 
Climate Damages” 
(with Peter Howard 
and Trevor Turner), 
at several confer-
ences, including the 
Society for Benefit-
Cost Analysis annual 
conference in Wash-
ington, D.C., and the 
Society for Environ-
mental Law and Eco-
nomics annual 
conference in Austin, 
Texas. That piece 
examines the poten-
tial for climate-relat-
ed damages to 
interfere with the 
ability of societies to 
undertake future 
emissions reductions 

efforts, creating a 
positive climate-
society feedback loop 
that can exacerbate 
long-term climate 
damages. 
 Livermore also 
presented his work 
on computational 
analysis of legal texts 
with collaborator 
Daniel Rockmore 
(Dartmouth Univer-
sity) at an event in 
March on “Computa-
tional Law,” hosted 
by the Santa Fe Insti-
tute, a nongovern-
mental organization 
that facilitates the 
spread of ideas 
across traditional 
disciplinary 
boundaries. 
 In December his 
piece “Political 
Parties and Presi-
dential Oversight” 
was published in the 
Alabama Law 
Review. This 
summer, Livermore 
will present results 
from a text analysis 
of more than three 
million public com-
ments received by 
U.S. federal agencies 
at a conference on 
“Political Economy 
and Public Law,” to 
be held at Cornell 
Law School. 

DAVID A. MARTIN was 
given a lifetime 
achievement award 
for Excellence in In-
ternational Migration 
Scholarship at the 
annual banquet of the 
Center for Migration 
Studies in New York 
City on Oct. 28. (The 
center publishes the 
scholarly journal 
International Migra-
tion Review, among 
many other 

activities.) The award 
presentation featured 
videos describing 
Martin’s contribu-
tions, including one 
from his casebook 
co-author, Professor 
Hiroshi Motomura of 
UCLA, and one from 
former Secretary of 
Homeland Security 
Janet Napolitano ’83, 
who had been Mar-
tin’s student and later 
became his boss 
when he served as 
principal deputy 
general counsel at the 
Department of 
Homeland Security. 
Martin was also the 
keynote speaker at 
that day’s CMS aca-
demic symposium. 
He drew from the 
celebrated movie 
“The Imitation 
Game,” about break-
ing Nazi codes in 
World War II, certain 
lessons that can apply 
to evaluate and opti-
mize refugee protec-
tion in today’s world. 
The talk was titled 
“Immigration’s 
Enigma Principle: 
Protection and 
Paradox.” 
 In August, Martin 
was a featured 
speaker at the Char-
lemont Forum in 
western Massachu-
setts. The forum’s 
theme for its summer 
series was “Immigra-
tion: Proud Past, 
Troubled Present.” 
Martin’s presentation 
was followed by a 
panel discussion on 
political challenges 
and possible solu-
tions. In November, 
Washington and Lee 
University hosted a 
conference on “The 
Ethics of Immigra-
tion,” featuring phi-
losopher Joseph 
Carens as the keynote 
speaker. Martin par-
ticipated in a panel 
addressing current 
U.S. immigration 
policy. Later that 
month Martin spoke 

on similar themes for 
one session of a 
course titled “Legal 
and Moral Dimen-
sions of Public 
Policy,” at UVA’s 
Batten School of 
Public Policy. 
 In September, as 
dramatic coverage of 
the flow of Syrian 
refugees to Europe 
dominated the news, 
C-SPAN invited 
Martin to appear on 
its Washington 
Journal program. He 
and host Paul Orgel 
held a lengthy live 
conversation about 
U.S. law and policy on 
the resettlement of 
refugees, and he then 
responded to callers’ 
questions. Martin 
also participated in a 
panel in October at 
the Darden School, 
along with Chair of 
the UVA Department 
of Politics David 
Leblang, discussing 
the refugee crisis in 
Europe. He refined 
and amplified the 
themes of that talk in 
an opinion essay that 
was published by 
Fortune magazine 
online in December, 
titled “What Angela 
Merkel’s New 
Refugee Policy 
Misses.” It recom-
mended that 
Germany and the 
European Union 
convert as much as 
possible to a quota 
resettlement process, 
moving screened 
refugees directly 
from the countries 
neighboring Syria to 
their European desti-
nation, along with 
expanded funding for 
assistance in the first-
asylum camps. 
 Martin’s essay was 
included in the back-
ground readings for a 
multinational confer-
ence on “Europe and 
Migration: How 
Can the Flows Be 
Managed?” hosted by 
the Ditchley 
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Foundation in 
England in February. 
Martin joined about 
40 scholars, govern-
ment officials and 
nongovernmental 
organization repre-
sentatives there over 
three days of inten-
sive conversations on 
the challenging and 
high-stakes dilemmas 
Europe faces.

RUTH MASON was a 
speaker on the Par-
ticipation Exemp-
tions panel at the 
annual International 
Fiscal Association 
Congress in Basel. 
She also published 
(with University of 
Pennsylvania law 
professor Michael 
Knoll) “How the 
Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial 
Court Should Apply 
Wynne” in State Tax 
Notes. Mason pre-
sented her article, 
“Citizenship Taxa-
tion,” forthcoming in 
the Southern Cali-
fornia Law Review, 
at the University of 
Zurich, the Max 
Planck Institute for 
Tax Law and Public 
Finance in Munich, 
Oxford University, 
the University of 
British Columbia, 
the University of 
Notre Dame London 
Global Gateway, and 
the University of 
Connecticut and 
Duke University law 
schools. 

GREGORY MITCHELL 

and co-authors pub-
lished a paper titled 
“Balancing Fairness 
and Efficiency: The 
Impact of Identity-
Blind and Identity-
Conscious 
Accountability on 
Applicant Screen-
ing” in PLOS ONE. 
In March, Mitchell 
was a presenter at 
the New York Uni-
versity Employment 
Law Workshop for 
Federal Judges, dis-
cussing evidentiary 
and social science 
issues that can arise 
in employment cases. 
 This spring West 
Academic published 
Mitchell’s book 
“American Courts 
Explained: A De-
tailed Introduction 
to the Legal Process 
Using Real Cases,” 
co-authored with 
Professor David 
Klein of the UVA 
Woodrow Wilson 
Department of Poli-
tics. The book takes 
readers on a guided 
tour of the American 
legal system by fol-
lowing two real 
cases, one involving 
criminal law and the 
other involving civil 
law, from filing 
through appeal. Be-
ginning with the 
events giving rise to 
the cases, it follows 
the cases as they 
wind their way 
through state and 
federal courts, from 
initiation through 
pre-trial motions, 
trials and appeals, to 
final resolution—one 
of them at the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
With concrete 

illustrations drawn 
from these and other 
cases, the book eluci-
dates the laws, struc-
tures, activities and 
actors who together 
make up the legal 
system. Unlike some 
introductory books, 
“American Courts 
Explained” gives 
ample attention to 
the details of the 
legal process, which 
are crucial to under-
standing how Ameri-
can courts function 
and why they func-
tion as they do. The 
book provides broad 
but sufficiently de-
tailed coverage of the 
American legal 
process that it can 
serve as the main 
text in an under-
graduate course on 
American courts, 
and it offers a good 
introduction to 
American courts for 
incoming law stu-
dents and the general 
public. 

JOHN MONAHAN and 
two colleagues sub-
mitted an empirical 
article, “Gender, 
Risk Assessment, 
and Sanctioning: 
The Cost of Treating 
Women Like Men,” 
for publication in a 
peer-reviewed 
journal. In the fall, 
Monahan gave a 
lecture at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati 
College of Law and 
in the spring he gave 
an address to the 
American Psychiat-
ric Association in 
Atlanta.

JOHN NORTON MOORE 
has been busily 
working and teach-
ing, particularly in 
oceans law and na-
tional security law. 
The 40th annual 
conference of the 
Center for Oceans 
Law and Policy, 
which Moore directs, 
will take place June 
27-28 at the U.N. 
headquarters in New 
York. The confer-
ence, “Legal Order in 
the World’s Oceans: 
U.N. Convention on 
the Law of the Sea,” 
will be held in coop-
eration with the Di-
vision for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law 
of the Sea in the 
Office of Legal 
Affairs of the United 
Nations. Papers from 
this conference, 
which Moore will 
co-edit, will be pub-
lished by Martinus 
Nijhoff in 2017. The 
volume of papers 
from the 38th annual 
conference, “Chal-
lenges of the Chang-
ing Arctic: 
Continental Shelf, 
Navigation and Fish-
eries” (forthcoming 
this spring), is co-
edited by Moore, 
Myron Nordquist 
and Ronán Long. The 
volume of papers 
from the 39th annual 
conference, “Interna-
tional Marine 
Economy: Law and 
Policy,” co-edited by 
Moore and Nor-
dquist, is also forth-
coming in 2016. 
 Moore partici-
pated in a panel dis-
cussion on “Legal 
Issues and Concerns” 
at the Fifth Annual 

South China Sea 
Conference, spon-
sored by the Center 
for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies in 
Washington, D.C., 
last July. More than 
400 policymakers, 
experts, media and 
members of the 
public attended the 
event, with hundreds 
more tuning in 
online. He also pre-
sented a briefing on 
maritime law issues 
for the State Depart-
ment last April. 
 Moore delivered 
the Fifth Shabtai 
Rosenne Memorial 
Lecture at the U.N. 
headquarters in No-
vember, on the U.N. 
Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. In 
December, Moore 
discussed deep 
seabed mining during 
the panel “Natural 
Resources and Biodi-
versity beyond Na-
tional Jurisdiction” at 
a conference spon-
sored by the Interna-
tional Law Institute 
and the Georgetown 
University Law 
Center, “Natural Re-
sources and the Law 
of the Sea.”
 The 21st session of 
the Rhodes Academy 
of Oceans Law and 
Policy, which is orga-
nized by the Center 
for Oceans Law and 
Policy, will take place 
this summer in 
Rhodes, Greece. 
Moore will teach four 
classes at the 
academy. Moore and 
Robert F. Turner 
were invited, along 
with five Law School 
students, to join in 
the second National 
Security Crisis Law 
Invitational spon-
sored by the George-
town University Law 
Center in March 
2015. UVA Law was 
assigned to represent 
the Department of 
Justice during a 
large-scale 

simulation dealing 
with national secu-
rity law issues. 

THOMAS NACHBAR 

hosted the American 
Red Cross/UVA Law 
International Hu-
manitarian Law 
Workshop on Feb. 27. 
Thirty-five students 
attended, coming 
from all over the 
region (one as far 
away as the Univer-
sity of Texas), and the 
workshop featured 
instructors from the 
American Red Cross, 
the Judge Advocate 
General’s Legal 
Center and School, 
and UVA. Nachbar 
taught the session on 
the relationship 
between interna-
tional human rights 
law and the law of 
armed conflict.
 The same groups 
will team up for a 
workshop for policy-
makers in late May. 

DANIEL ORTIZ gave a 
lecture, “De-/Reter-
ritorializing Admin-
istrative Law,” at 
Maastricht Univer-
sity on Feb. 26, and he 
spoke on “Elonis v. 
United States: The 
Difficulties Posed by 
Social Media” at a 
symposium on 
“Social Media and the 
Law,” sponsored by 
the Virginia Journal 
of Social Policy & the 
Law and the Virginia 
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Journal of Law & 
Technology. He also 
spoke at a conference 
at Stanford Law 
School on Jan. 30 
called “The Supreme 
Court at Mid-Term,” 
and participated at a 
conference hosted by 
the Law School Ad-
missions Council on 
Jan. 22 and 23 on the 
future of law school 
admissions. 
 In the Supreme 
Court Litigation 
Clinic, he and his 
students filed cert 
petitions in Stack-
house v. Colorado, a 
courtroom closing 
case, and Kramer v. 
United States, a tech-
nical habeas case. 
The clinic also filed 
cert replies in Mueller 

v. Mueller, a case 
about whether a 
divorce court can 
take into account at 
all one spouse’s 
future social security 
benefits when divid-
ing common prop-
erty; Stackhouse v. 
Colorado; and Kramer 
v. United States. The 
clinic filed a merits-
stage amicus in 
Merrill Lynch v. 
Manning, which con-
cerns whether a state 
court can hear 
certain state-law 
claims related to 
securities.

SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH 

is working on an 
article for the 
Supreme Court 
Review on Zivotofsky 
v. Kerry, an article for 
Michigan Law 
Review called “Re-
constructing Foreign 
Affairs Federalism” 
(with Ryan Baasch), 
and an article on 
Arizona State Legisla-
ture v. Arizona Inde-
pendent Redistricting 
Commission for the 

Harvard Journal of 
Law and Public Policy 
(with John Yoo).
 He’ll also be 
making presentations 
at Drake Law School, 
William & Mary, and 
the University of San 
Diego.

MILDRED ROBINSON 

joined a group of 
scholars, practitio-
ners and advocates in 
a daylong conference 
Nov. 3 at the Ameri-
can Enterprise 

Institute in Washing-
ton, D.C., to reflect on 
what Brown v. Board 
II means for K–12 
education today. 
Three panels dis-
cussed the decision’s 
legal implications, 
demographic changes 
in schools since 1955, 
and how innovation 
and entrepreneurial-
ism have affected the 
education system. 
Robinson partici-
pated on the panel 
that addressed legal 
implications, “Brown 
v. Board II 60 Years 
Later: Successes, 
Challenges, and Next 
Steps,” providing an 
overview of signifi-
cant legal events as 
well as a glimpse into 
the reactions of a few 

of the many and 
varied people upon 
whose lives the deci-
sion had and contin-
ues to have an impact. 

ROBERT SAYLER con-
tinues to lecture on 
Grounds and else-
where about effective 
oral presentation—to 
financial analysts and 
other administrators, 
as well as to to gradu-
ate students. He also 
spoke at James 
Madison University 
to the Virginia 
Chapter of the 
Society of Research 
Administrators.

FREDERICK SCHAUER 

presented a paper on 
“Calibrating Legal 
Judgments” (co-au-
thored with Barbara 
A. Spellman) at Duke 
University School of 
Law in November.
He gave a lecture on 
“Philosophical Foun-
dations of Freedom of 
Expression” in De-
cember at University 
Pompeu Fabra (Bar-
celona), at Goethe 
University (Frank-
furt) in December, at 
the University of 
Genoa in February, 
and at the Human 
Rights Foundation’s 
Oslo Freedom Forum 
in May.
 He lectured on 
“The Defeasibility of 
Legal Rules” at 
Goethe University 
(Frankfurt) in 

THE UNIVERSITY of Virginia 
recently recognized the dedi-
cation of Professor Toby 
Heytens ’00 with an All-Uni-
versity Teaching Award. 

“It’s an incredible honor,” 
Heytens said. “My biggest role 
models and heroes when I was 
growing up were all teachers, 
so I’m deeply touched to be 
receiving this award.”  

Heytens, a former attorney 
with the U.S. Solicitor Gen-
eral’s Office, “has emerged as 
one of the very best teachers at 
the law school,” Vice Dean 
George Geis said. “He has an 
extraordinary quality of mind 
and is able to share novel in-
sights with his students.”

Reedy Swanson ’16 first met 
Heytens as a UVA under-
graduate participating in 
Virginia Mock Trial. (Heytens 
has long been the coach of the 
team, which consistently 
performs well in national 
competitions.)

“His effectiveness as a 
teacher derives from his me-
ticulous planning of each 

minute of each lesson (quite 
literally), his unparalleled 
ability to make legalese acces-
sible to first-year undergradu-
ates, and his dedication to per-
sonalized attention,” Swanson 
said in his nomina-
tion letter. “I 
cannot count the 
number of times we 
met at his house, at 
Starbucks, or in my 
Lawn room to go 
over a speech or 
examination line by 
line, together, with 
him explaining the 
underlying theory 
behind every 
minute change. How he 
manages to dedicate this much 
time to our program and still 
publish in the nation’s top law 
journals and earn student 
feedback among the best in the 
faculty is beyond me.” 

Lide Paterno ’15 said 
Heytens’ humility is his most 
inspiring trait.

“To describe him as pos-
sessing one of the brightest 

legal minds in the country is 
no exaggeration—and yet, one 
would never know from him 
that he has already achieved 
that of which all other attor-
neys dream,” Paterno wrote in 

his nomination. “He never 
boasts—rather, he modestly 
dedicates himself to strength-
ening the student experience 
and the field, even beyond the 
classroom and beyond the Law 
School.”

Past recipients of the award 
include Professors Greg 
Mitchell, Michael Collins and 
Risa Goluboff, among others.

—Mary Wood

HEYTENS EARNS ALL-UNIVERSITY 
TEACHING AWARD
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December, at Queen 
Mary University of 
London in February 
and at Cambridge 
University in March. 
He also lectured on 
legal theory and legal 
reasoning at a master 
course on legal theory 
at the University of 
Genoa in February; 
on “Legal Fictions” at 
Oxford University in 
March; and on “Sta-
tistical Discrimina-
tion” at the University 
of Girona (Spain) in 
March.
 He presented a 
paper on analogical 
reasoning (co-au-
thored with Barbara 
A. Spellman) at the 
University of Chicago 
Law School in 
May. The paper will 
be published in the 
University of Chicago 
Law Review as part of 
a symposium on 
methods of legal 
research. 
 A Spanish transla-
tion of his book “The 
Force of Law” was 
published as “Fuerza 
de Ley” in December 
by Palestra Editores 
(Lima, Peru). 
 He published “Is 
Law a Technical Lan-
guage?” (the Nathan-
iel Nathanson 
Memorial Lecture) in 
San Diego Law 
Review, “Testing the 
Marketplace of Ideas” 
(with Daniel E. Ho) in 
the New York Univer-
sity Law Review, 
“Twining on 
Llewellyn and Legal 
Realism” in “Law’s 
Ethical, Global, and 
Theoretical Con-
texts” (Cambridge 
University Press), 
“Lessons from the 
Free Speech Clause” 
in “The Rise of Cor-
porate Religious 
Liberty” (Oxford 
University Press), and 
“On the Relationship 
between Legal and 
Ordinary Language” 
in “Speaking of Lan-
guage and Law” 

(Oxford University 
Press). 

This past year, 
RICHARD SCHRAGGER 

was a visiting profes-
sor at the University 
of Tel Aviv Bachmann 

Faculty of Law, where 
he co-taught the 
course Advanced 
Topics in U.S. Consti-
tutional Law: Race 
and Religion, with 
Risa Goluboff. His 
article, co-authored 
with Micah 
Schwartzman, 
“Some Realism About 
Corporate Rights,” 
was recently pub-
lished in an Oxford 
volume (edited by 
Schwartzman, Chad 
Flanders and Zoë 

Robinson), “The Rise 
of Corporate Reli-
gious Liberty.” His 
forthcoming book, 
“City Power,” pub-
lished by Oxford Uni-
versity Press, will 
come out next year. 
He presented a 
chapter of the book at 
the Haifa University 
Faculty of Law in 
December. 

MICAH 

SCHWARTZMAN ’05 
published “The Rise 
of Corporate Reli-
gious Liberty” 
(Oxford University 
Press), co-edited with 

Chad Flanders 
and Zoë Robinson. In 
the same volume, he 
published “Some 
Realism about Corpo-
rate Rights,” co-au-
thored with Richard 
Schragger. In 
January, Schwartz-
man presented “Mo-
rality, Ontology, and 
Corporate Rights,” 
co-authored with 
Steven Walt, at the 
conference “Human 
Rights and the Rights 
of Non-Humans,” at 
the College of Law 
and Business in 
Ramat Gan, Israel. 
Earlier in the year, he 
presented “When Do 
Religious Accommo-
dations Burden 
Others?” (with 
Richard Schragger 
and Nelson Tebbe) at a 
conference on “The 
Conscience Wars” at 
Cardozo Law School 
and at the Annual 
Law and Religion 
Roundtable at George-
town Law. He is cur-
rently working on 
articles about reli-
gious exemptions and 
the role of religious 
convictions in legal 
and political 
decisions. 

In January, BARBARA 

SPELLMAN and 
Michael J. Saks pub-
lished the book “The 
Psychological Foun-
dations of Evidence 
Law” (NYU Press). 
She also wrote the 
chapter “Psycholo-
gists in Law Schools” 
(with Jennifer K. 
Robbennolt in 
“Career Paths in Psy-
chology: Where Your 
Degree Can Take 
You” (3rd ed.) (R. J. 
Sternberg, 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR Cynthia 
Nicoletti recently earned a William 
Nelson Cromwell Foundation Re-
search Fellowship for her work on 
the legal history of secession.

The $5,000 award, presented at 
the American Society for Legal 
History’s conference Oct. 31, sup-
ports research and writing in legal 
history. Nicoletti is wrapping up a 
book manuscript, “The Fragility of 
Union: Secession in the Aftermath 

of the American Civil War, 1865-
1869.”

Nicoletti’s book explores 
whether the Civil War really re-
solved the question of secession’s 
constitutionality.

“This question pitted the force 
of law against military might,” she 
said. “The North’s military victory 
established that the Union would 
survive, but Americans still wres-
tled with the legal arguments that 
supported the secession of the 
Confederate states from the Union 
in 1860-61.”

By examining the potential 
prosecution of Confederate presi-

dent Jefferson Davis for treason 
after the Civil War, Nicoletti tells a 
story of how Americans struggled 
with the idea that brute force was 
used to settle a legal question.

 “The broader American public, 
as well as Davis’ prosecutors, un-
derstood that his defense would 
implicate secession: his lawyers 
would argue that the secession of 
Mississippi—Davis’ home state—in 
1861 had severed his allegiance to 

the United States,” she 
said. “Thenceforth, 
Davis was a non-citi-
zen, incapable of be-
traying a duty of 
loyalty to the United 
States. Largely 
because his case raised 
such a fundamental—
and potentially explo-
sive—legal question, 

Davis was never tried.”  
Fellow legal historian Professor 

Risa Goluboff said Nicoletti’s ap-
proach to the Civil War “repre-
sents the best kind of interdisci-
plinary scholarship.”

“The Cromwell Fellowships are 
intended to support rising stars in 
legal history, and Cynthia clearly 
belongs in that category,” Goluboff 
said. “Her careful archival work is 
rich with such fresh and surpris-
ing insights, and her book will be a 
major contribution to the history 
of the Civil War, the Constitution 
and the country.”

—Mary Wood

NICOLETTI’S LEGAL HISTORY 
OF SECCESSION RECOGNIZED
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ed., American Psy-
chological Associa-
tion Books, 
forthcoming 2016.) 
She is also one of 
several co-authors of 
the paper “Promoting 
an Open Research 
Culture” in Science, 
on how to increase 
transparency and 
reproducibility in 
science. 
 Spellman pub-
lished an editorial, “A 
Short (Personal) 
Future History of 
Revolution 2.0,” in 
Perspectives on Psy-
chological Science, on 
the history of trying 
to improve psycho-
logical science, and a 
research article, 
“Counterfactuals, 
Control, and Causa-
tion: Why Knowl-
edgeable People Get 
Blamed More,” (with 
Elizabeth Gilbert, 
Elizabeth Tenney and 
Christopher R. 
Holland) in Personal-
ity and Social Psy-
chology Bulletin. She 
also published a book 
review of “The Sense 
of Style” by Steven 
Pinker in Perspec-
tives on Psychological 
Science. 
 Spellman recently 
became a member of 
the board of directors 
of the Charlottesville 
Police Foundation.

A. BENJAMIN SPENCER 
was commissioned as 
a first lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army Judge 
Advocate General’s 
Corps, Reserve Com-
ponent. This spring 
he is on sabbatical 
while he completes 
four months of active 
duty training in prep-
aration for his 

service. Upon com-
pletion of his training, 
Spencer will provide 
legal support to the 
U.S. Central 
Command at McDill 
Air Force Base in 
Tampa, Florida.

PAUL STEPHAN ’77 pre-
sented a paper at 
Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center titled 
“Comparative Inter-
national Law, Foreign 
Relations Law and 
Fragmentation: Can 
the Center Hold?” He 
will be presenting the 
second tentative draft 
of the “Restatement 
(Fourth) of the 
Foreign Relations 
Law of the United 
States” to the annual 
meeting of the Ameri-
can Law Institute in 
May. At the end of 
April, he is attending 
a meeting hosted by 
the Republic of Korea 
on issues relating to 
the law of the sea. 

In November, PIERRE-

HUGUES VERDIER wel-
comed participants 
from multiple coun-
tries to UVA Law for 
the 2015 Sokol Col-
loquium on Private 
International Law, 
“Comparative Inter-
national Law.” Also in 
November, several 
contributions to last 
year’s colloquium 
were published in a 
special issue of the 
American Journal of 

International Law, for 
which Verdier co-
wrote an introduction 
with Paul Stephan 
and Mila Versteeg, as 
well as Anthea 
Roberts of Columbia 
Law School. Verdier 
and Versteeg also 
contributed an article 
to the special issue, 
presenting findings 
from their ongoing 
study of the reception 
of international law in 
national legal systems 
around the world. In 
December, Verdier 
was a featured 
speaker at a work-
shop on empirical 
research in interna-
tional law at the Laut-
erpacht Centre for 
International Law at 
the University of 
Cambridge, support-
ed by the British 
Academy for the Hu-
manities and Social 
Sciences. Verdier 
continues work on a 
book-length project 
on the recent wave of 
civil and criminal 
enforcement actions 
against international 
banks. He presented a 
draft chapter in De-
cember at a confer-
ence at the Max 
Planck Institute for 
Comparative Public 
Law and Interna-
tional Law in Heidel-
berg, Germany.

J.H. (RIP) VERKERKE 
spoke Feb. 19 at the 
American Bar As-
sociation’s Deans 
Workshop in San 
Francisco. The panel 
was about creative 
uses of technology in 
law teaching. He dis-
cussed his experi-
ences since fall 2012 
with the flipped 

classroom model, 
web-based student 
response systems and 
peer instruction. 

ANDREW VOLLMER ’78 
will publish the 
article “SEC Revan-
chism and the Ex-
pansion of Primary 
Liability Under 
Section 17(a) and Rule 
10b-5,” this year in 
the Virginia Law & 
Business Review. In 
2015, he published 
“Computer Hacking 
and Securities Fraud” 
in Securities Regula-
tion and Law Re-
porter and “Four 
Ways to Improve SEC 
Enforcement,” in 
Securities Regulation 
Law Journal. After 
he joined the faculty 
in 2014, he published 
the articles “Need for 
Narrower Subpoenas 
in SEC Investiga-
tions,” in New York 
Law Journal and “A 
Chance to Rein in 
Securities Class 
Actions,” in The Wall 
Street Journal. 

In June 2015, 
G. EDWARD WHITE 
presented a paper, 
“The Emergence of 
Contemporary Legal 
Thought: Origins and 
Consequences,” at a 
conference at 
Harvard Law School. 
The proceedings of 
the conference will 
be published in a 
book, “Contemporary 

Legal Thought,” to 
appear from Cam-
bridge University 
Press in 2016.
 The second volume 
of his projected 
trilogy, “Law in 
American History,” 
was published by 
Oxford University 
Press in March. It 
covers the years from 
Reconstruction 
through the 1920s. 
The first volume, 
“Law in American 
History: From the 
Colonial Years 
Through the Civil 
War,” appeared in 
2012, and the final 
volume, “Law in 
American History: 
1930-2000” is pro-
jected to be published 
in 2020. 
 On March 8 he 
delivered the Contex-
tual Lecture at the 
Dulwich Picture 
Gallery in London. 
The Contextual 
Lecture series con-
sists of yearly schol-
arly lectures 
organized around 
particular themes. 
The topic of his 
lecture was “Liber-
ties and the American 
Constitutional 
Experience.” 
 On March 10, he 
presented a paper 
co-authored with 
Kenneth S. 
Abraham, “The 
Transformation of 
the Civil Trial and the 
Emergence of Ameri-
can Tort Law,” at the 
Institute for Ad-
vanced Legal Study at 
University College, 
London. 

ETHAN YALE published 
an article titled “Anti-
Basis” in the North 
Carolina Law Review. 
He is traveling in 
May (as he did in May 
2015) to Sydney, Aus-
tralia, to teach U.S. 
International Tax at 
the University of 
Sydney Law School. 
He also gave a pre-
sentation to the U.S. 
Tax Court Judicial 
Conference in May 
2015 on statutory 
construction in tax 
cases. 
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PROFESSOR JOHN MONAHAN, a psychologist and expert in risk as-
sessment, has been elected a fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. 

The academy, which announced its 2016 fellows April 20, is an 
honorary society founded in 1780 that recognizes achievement in 
the natural sciences, social sciences, law, arts and humanities. Its 
more than 4,600 fellows convene to address global challenges. 

Monahan teaches and writes about risk assessment in the con-
texts of civil commitment, criminal sentencing, terrorism, use of 
behavioral science evidence in courts, and about other issues in 
criminology and mental health law. At the Law School, he serves as 
the John S. Shannon Distinguished Professor of Law and the Joel B. 
Piassick Research Professor of Law. He also has courtesy appoint-
ments in the Department of Psychiatry and Neurobehavioral Sci-
ences, and in the Department of Psychology.

“Being elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences is a capstone honor. I am deeply grateful to the academy, and 
to the Law School for having provided an unfailingly supportive 
scholarly environment,” Monahan said.

Monahan is an existing member of the National Academy of 

Medicine and a former fellow of the John Simon Guggenheim Foun-
dation. He has directed two large research projects for the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in the area of mental 
health law, authored or edited 17 books and has written more than 
250 articles and chapters. His book, “Social Science in Law: Cases 
and Materials,” co-authored with Professor Emeritus Larry Walker, 
is entering its ninth edition and has been translated into Chinese. 
Monahan’s work has been cited frequently by courts, including the 
California Supreme Court in the landmark Tarasoff v. Regents, and 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Barefoot v. Estelle, in which he was re-
ferred to as “the leading thinker” on the issue of violence risk as-
sessment. 

Six other UVA Law professors are academy fellows: Kenneth S. 
Abraham, John C. Jeffries, Jr., Douglas Laycock, Paul G. Mahoney, 
Frederick Schauer and G. Edward White.

Former UVA Law Vice Dean Elizabeth Magill ’95, now dean of 
Stanford Law School, was also named among the 2016 class. The 
new class will be inducted at a ceremony Oct. 8 in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts.

—Eric Williamson

“I AM DEEPLY 
GRATEFUL 
TO THE 
ACADEMY, 
AND TO 
THE LAW 
SCHOOL 
FOR HAVING 
PROVIDED AN 
UNFAILINGLY 
SUPPORTIVE 
SCHOLARLY 
ENVIRONMENT.”
—PROFESSOR 
JOHN MONAHAN

MONAHAN ELECTED TO 
ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
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in a public question-
and-answer session 
in Caplin Auditorium.

 “I cannot squander 
the moment while I 
have it,” said Strang, 
who has 105 speaking 
engagements sched-
uled for 2016, includ-
ing a speaking tour 
with his friend and 
former co-counsel 
Jerry Buting. 

 “Making a Mur-
derer,” which was 
watched by an esti-
mated 19 million 
people in its first 35 
days of release, 
focused on Steven 
Avery, a Wisconsin 
man who had previ-
ously been exoner-
ated of a sexual 
assault conviction, for 
which he spent 18 
years in prison. Soon 
after he filed a $36 
million lawsuit 
against Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, 
and several officials 
associated with his 
arrest, Avery was 
accused of another 

crime—the murder of Teresa Halbach, a pho-
tographer who visited the Avery family’s 
auto salvage yard the day she disappeared. 
Soon after receiving a $400,000 settlement 
from his lawsuit, Avery hired Strang and 
Buting, who agreed to reduce and split their 
typical fees when taking the case.

Filmed and edited over a decade, the series 
explores the intricacies of the more recent 
trial, which resulted in Avery’s conviction 
and sentence of life without parole, as well as 
the trial of Avery’s nephew, Brendan Dassey, 
who was sentenced to life in prison, with his 
first chance of parole at age 59. 

After starting his career as a litigator in a 
large civil firm and a short stint as an assis-
tant U.S. attorney, Strang turned to criminal 
defense.

Dean Strang ’85, Humble Hero 
of Popular Netflix Documentary, Advocates for Reform

The first email trickled in from a fan who, sick at home in South Carolina, binge-
watched “Making a Murderer” the day the 10-part documentary became available on Netflix. 
Soon, Dean Strang ’85 was answering 150 heartfelt emails a day from fans who felt compelled 
to write after seeing the complex murder trial of Strang’s client unfold.

During a visit to the Law School on March 23, Strang said he wants to turn his accidental 
fame into a broader discussion on justice. He talked with students over lunch and participated 

Making   
  a Case for

Justice



In 
His 
Own 
Words:  
Q&A 
With 
Dean 
Strang

Q You’re in this unusual moment of 
extreme and sudden fame right 

now—how are you handling it? What is 
your life like?

A The temporary but silly edges of this 
have been distracting and even dis-

orienting. My time on the road has in-
creased dramatically, largely by my own 
choice in that it relates to the parts of this 
that are really very good and not disorient-
ing—which is a wealth of opportunity to 
speak to audiences that matter to me, like 
universities, law schools, bar groups and to 
some extent the general public—about 
criminal justice issues. I’d say the transient 
Internet stuff and social media stuff—well, 
I’m aware of some of it, and that’ll pass, and 
I think at that point I’ll probably feel much 
less distracted. But then there will still be a 
lot of time on the road and changing the 
balance between travel and the office for 
the next several months.

Q You’re about to embark on a 
speaking tour with Jerry Buting, 

your co-counsel in the Steven Avery case. 
Why did you think it was important to 
speak out? Can you give us a brief 
preview of what you’ll be talking about? 

A The moderators will be local to each 
city and audience members are 

invited to submit questions in advance. To 
some extent, what we talk about will be 
driven by the audience’s questions, but the 

VITA

“I decided I love the shoes, but I have 
them on the wrong feet,” he said of his brief 
career as a prosecutor. He eventually 
became Wisconsin’s first federal public de-
fender. Now a partner at his own firm, 
StrangBradley, he also teaches as an adjunct 
at the University of Wisconsin and its law 
school, and at Marquette University Law 
School. In December, just weeks before the 
film became available, Strang learned 
Netflix would air it. He recalled a confer-
ence call with publicity and marketing rep-
resentatives that warned the lawyers, “You 
may get some media calls.”

“They clearly had no idea what the appe-
tite might be for that particular docu-se-
ries,” he said.

Strang, who has been celebrated by fans 
for his sincere demeanor, said it’s important 
to be “emotionally open” to the pain and 
fear clients and victims feel, as well as to 

what drives law enforcement. Without emo-
tions, he said, you’re just a technician.

“Technicians don’t connect with judges, 
they don’t connect with juries, and they 
don’t connect with clients,” he said. “Unless 
you connect with a client, you’re not really 
able to walk this journey with a client, and 
that’s a large part of what a client needs.”

Asked about obstacles to justice in Wis-
consin, Strang pointed to problems that also 
affect other parts of the country: elected 
judges, the indigent and racial minorities 
facing more police contact and being dis-
proportionately jailed, and poor compensa-
tion for court-appointed lawyers.

Strang said the criminal justice system 
might improve if an internal review was 
triggered in police departments and pros-

ecutors’ offices after certain critical inci-
dents, such as acquittals or exonerations—
much as some hospitals review what goes 
wrong after a bad outcome. 

“Once you’re charged in this country, 
you’ve lost,” he said, “You’ve lost your repu-
tation, you’ve lost a bunch of money—if you 
ever had money—you’ve lost your peace of 
mind, you’ve lost fair-weather friends, you 
lose family. So acquittals are not a good 
thing, they’re only a less-bad thing than a 
wrongful conviction.”

Strang, who attended UVA Law after 
graduating from Dartmouth with a degree 
in government, fondly recalled his time at 
the Law School, including serving as a re-
search assistant to Professor David Martin. 
He recounted being chased off farms while 
volunteering with the Migrant Farmworker 
Project and, at a time when nerves gave him 
“cotton mouth” when speaking publicly, 

washing out of the first round of the William 
Minor Lile Moot Court Competition.

Strang, the author of “Worse than the 
Devil: Anarchists, Clarence Darrow, and 
Justice in a Time of Terror,” is working on a 
second book, about a 1918 federal trial tar-
geting the Industrial Workers of the World, 
a radical labor union whose members were 
convicted of obstructing World War I under 
the Espionage Act. The book will be pub-
lished in 2018, in time for the trial’s 100-year 
anniversary. 

Strang has also promised to return to the 
Law School, this time as a co-instructor in 
the January term course Persuasion, with 
professors Robert Sayler and Molly Shadel.

 —Mary Wood
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broader subjects are issues of criminal 
justice that “Making a Murderer” raises or 
frames pretty well and that are of interest 
anywhere in this country because they are 
not tied to any two specific cases or to one 
county or one state. We’re trying to address 
some of the larger issues of the administra-
tion of criminal justice through the interest 
in these two particular cases. 

Q Could you describe your path to 
becoming a criminal defense 

lawyer? 

A It was an accidental path. When I 
arrived at UVA Law School I had every 

intention of never setting foot in a courtroom, 
certainly not doing criminal work. So I 
avoided trial advocacy courses or anything 
related to criminal law, other than what I was 
required to take. I graduated from law school 
without ever reading Miranda. Then I ended 
up in litigation at a large civil firm in Milwau-
kee by accident. I had gone there to do em-
ployee benefits work, but they didn’t need 

someone in employee benefits at that moment 
at my level, and they put me in litigation. I was 
not very happy about that initially, but very 
quickly I came to like the litigators and I came 
to like the writing opportunities in litigation, 
and just the pace of life in litigation. I also, by 
accident, became acquainted with a large 
group of really promising young public de-
fenders and that became my social circle. 

When I went back to Milwaukee after law 
school, I had been absent from my hometown 
for seven years, and through this acquain-
tance with this really energetic, bright group 
of public defenders, I got interested in crimi-
nal work. So after a brief and nearly disastrous 
stint at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Milwau-
kee, I landed with one of the best criminal 
defense law firms that Wisconsin has ever 
produced, [Shellow, Shellow & Glynn], and 
that was almost 28 years ago. 

I’ve moved since then—I was there eight-
and-a-half years and I’ve been with a number 
of firms, and I was the first federal defender in 
Wisconsin for five years—but it’s been almost 

28 years that I’ve been doing criminal 
defense.

Q What do you like best about your 
job?

A I like two things. The opportunity to 
write, to brief issues and think cre-

atively about how things ought to work 
better in the system and in a particular case. 
So I really like the motion and briefing prac-
tice for one. And for two, I enjoy the very 
human quality of it. Even in the compara-
tively rare instance where you’re represent-
ing a corporation in a criminal investigation, 

you’re really representing people. There’s 
always one or two or more people at the cor-
poration who feel personally at risk or who 
feel personally targeted by a criminal inves-
tigation. It’s inescapably human work and 
you are representing a human being in dis-
tress. You really are close to the best and 
worst things that human beings do and the 
hardest things in life that human beings 
encounter, whether they’re defendants or 
victims. 

Q When you first saw the Avery story 
put together on film, did you feel 

that is was a good representation of the 
case and the issues at stake?

A Yes. It was not the only representa-
tion of the case that they might have 

made, but I thought the editorial decisions 

“THE LAW 
SCHOOL AT 
VIRGINIA WAS 
JUST AN 
INTERESTING 
PLACE TO BE, 
with a lot of bright 
students around 
me and faculty 
members whom I 
admire to this day 
and to whom I 
really think I owe 
a great debt I’ll 
never be able to 
repay. THAT’S 
PART OF WHAT 
DRIVES ME TO 
TEACH: I’m 
hoping to at least 
do for younger 
people and others 
some of what was 
done for me by a 
lot of the profes-
sors I had at 
UVA.” 

VITA
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were reasonable and solid, given the huge 
mass of material. I thought the filmmakers 
distilled this down to the essential points 
that both sides were making and also did a 
great job of framing in the context of the 
facts of a specific case broader questions of 
criminal justice, as they say—for example, 
the experience of juveniles being moved 
into adult court; the experience of people 
with learning disabilities or developmental 
delays within the criminal justice system; 
the role of class in the criminal justice 
system; police biases and the ordinary 
biases that we all carry around and how 

those can deflect the course of a criminal 
investigation or somebody’s experience in 
the justice system; pre-trial publicity and 
how it can distort the efficacy of the process 
and the system’s ability to deliver on the 
values that it purports to hold—and you can 
go on. I just thought that they did a very 
good job of framing for people these 
broader issues in the context of two very 
compelling, specific story lines.

Q Did certain aspects of the case 
strike you differently when you 

saw it on film than when you were living 
it, and were there any surprises?

A No. For example, in the Avery trial, 
the one in which I represented my 

client, I think of the 10 hours of this film, a 
little over three are devoted to that trial and 

of course the trial went six or seven weeks, 
so I didn’t expect to see in three hours ev-
erything that happened in six or seven 
weeks. To me it really did fairly present the 
texture and overall topography of the case. 

What was new to me was the Dassey 
trial, because I didn’t watch the Dassey 
trial, I wasn’t a part of it. That started two 
or three weeks after the Avery trial ended 
and I unplugged from these cases at the 
time. So that was new to me—the footage 
from that trial and the footage from the 
Michael O’Kelly defense interview of 
Brendan Dassey. 

Q What was your reaction 
to that part of the 

show?

A I was struck by the fail-
ings of the system that 

were on display there, that for 
me, in any case, would under-
mine greatly my confidence in 
the reliability of the outcome. 

Q What legal options 
remain for Steven 

Avery?

A I think they fall under the 
broad heading of newly 

discovered evidence, eventually a 
motion for a new trial based on 
newly discovered evidence. 
Brendan Dassey, on the other 

hand, is still in federal court on a federal 
habeas action. [Dassey is awaiting a judge’s 
decision on whether he will get a hearing 
based on an appeal he filed in October.]

Q How does what happened during 
the Avery investigation and trial 

reflect on the criminal justice system 
more broadly?

A To me, the film is a clarion call for 
more humility by all of the actors 

and institutions in the criminal justice 
system. Lawyers, judges, police officers—I 
think all of us could use a real dose of hu-
mility, less certainty of the correctness of 
our conclusions and our outcomes, less 
effort at self-justification, less effort at self-
aggrandizement and just overall less defen-
siveness—to put it in one word, “humility.”

Q You once considered being an edito-
rial cartoonist. Do you still draw? 

A I didn’t just consider being an edito-
rial cartoonist, that’s all I wanted to 

do, from age 8 to age 21. I very rarely draw 
now for the same reasons that recovering 
alcoholics very rarely drink or they try not 
to drink, because if I were to start drawing 
again, very often at least, I’d lose myself and 
eight hours would go by and all I would 
have done is a cartoon. So it’s just not some-
thing I can dabble in. 

Q How did your experience at UVA 
help prepare you for your career?

A I liked law school. I really enjoyed it. 
I found it intellectually engaging, 

and I found it a good place to be. I met really 
good people. I thought that the competition 
was healthy and not unhealthy. The law 
school at Virginia was just an interesting 
place to be, with a lot of bright students 
around me and faculty members whom I 
admire to this day and to whom I really 
think I owe a great debt I’ll never be able to 
repay. That’s part of what drives me to 
teach: I’m hoping to at least do for younger 
people and others some of what was done 
for me by a lot of the professors I had at 
UVA. 

Q Do you have any advice for students 
interested in pursuing a career in 

criminal defense or criminal law?

A Don’t overlook the academic rich-
ness that’s available in all of your 

courses, if you’re open to that, because I 
think the best lawyers, the most interesting 
and the most interested lawyers I know, are 
those who are well enough grounded in 
other aspects of law to recognize the unity 
inAmerican law—unity in the sense of the 
recurrence of the basic themes or principles 
of American law in all of its specialties. So 
that’s not to say you shouldn’t take clinical 
courses and that’s not to say you shouldn’t 
take trial advocacy or you shouldn’t take all 
of the criminal courses you can. It is to say 
that you shouldn’t devalue the rest of the 
curriculum, and especially you shouldn’t 
devalue opportunities to write creatively. 
▼▲

VITA
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Dayna 
Matthew 

’87 

Law professor tackles 
racial and socio-

economic disparities 
in health care

University of Colorado law 
professor Dayna Matthew spent 
several years as a corporate litiga-
tor before entering the legal 
academy. Since 2003, she’s been a 
faculty member at Colorado, 
where she served as the Law 
School’s associate dean of aca-
demic affairs, and vice dean. This 
year, Matthew is in Washington, 
D.C., working on policymaking 
and legislation as a Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation Health 
Policy Fellow, giving her the op-
portunity to work with leading 
experts and lawmakers on current 
public health issues.

Matthew’s recently published 
first book, “Just Medicine: A Cure 
for Racial Inequality in Health 
Care,” tackles the inequities in U.S. health policy as a con-
sequence of racial and socioeconomic discrimination. As 
one example, a recent medical study showed that racial 
and ethnic minorities consistently receive less adequate 
treatment for acute and chronic pain than white patients.

“Implicit bias is the single most important determinant 
of health and health care disparities that we are not 
talking about,” Matthew said. “Poor and minority people 
need more than health care to be healthy. They need 
equal access to housing, education, employment, food. 
These things are all plagued with implicit bias, and they 
affect the health and health care of many, many Ameri-
cans. And either directly or indirectly, these inequities 
affect all of us.”

The crisis can be overcome, Matthew said, but it will 

take collaboration and innovation on the part of doctors, 
nurses, hospitals, social workers, lawyers and policymak-
ers to take up the cause of marginalized patients.  

Matthew’s dedication to national health care policy 
advocacy was propelled by her work as the co-founder 
of the Colorado Health Equity Project. This medical-
legal partnership incubator, whose mission is to remove 
barriers to good health for low-income clients, has 
made significant progress in improving the health of 
communities throughout the state. 

“We’ve seen how law actually changes health out-
comes for poor and minority people and can improve 
whole communities,” Matthew said. 

—Mary Rekosh

 

Fighting 
for Fairness 

in Health 
Outcomes
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As a litigator with White & Case in New York throughout his 
career, and a partner since 1991, Owen Pell has represented 
clients in an array of high-profile matters, including large 
securities fraud cases, foreign sovereign immunity and his-
torical reparation matters, and in many international cross-
border disputes.

But in recent years Pell has increasingly committed his 
time to pro bono work for the cause he is most passionate 
about: using the history of the Holocaust to prevent similar 
atrocities. 

As a Jewish boy growing up in Brooklyn, Pell was keenly 
aware of the plight of Holocaust victims and 
survivors, and of the far-reaching 
consequences of genocide. This 
knowledge has motivated him to 
try to improve the situations of 
victimized populations world-
wide. 

Since the late 1990s, one 
of Pell’s specialties has been 
advising on cases related 
to Holocaust-looted art. 

“There remains a 
gaping hole in the law,” 
he explained. “There is 
no question that im-
mediately after the 
war, it was the intent 
of the Allies to get 
property back to true 
owners, and make it 
difficult for anyone else 
to retain or sell looted 
art. But nobody realized 
the magnitude of looting, 
the lack of records and the 
amount of confusion in post-
war Europe.” 

Because there was never a com-
prehensive, unified response, victims 
were often left without recourse, even 
when they could prove ownership. In 

an effort to assist in the recovery of lost works, Pell formulated a 
proposal for creating a title-clearing and dispute resolution process 

that would operate in Europe, where the art was looted. The 
European Parliament endorsed his proposal in 2003.

Over the last 10 years, Pell has partnered with the 
Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation, an 
organization working with nations to develop and 
provide training for government and military officials 
in genocide prevention. (Pell now also sits on the 
institute’s board.) 

In a compelling use of what Pell calls “the power of 
place,” the institute hosts its initial training seminars at 

the Auschwitz concentration camp. There, 
government officials learn about 

the societal processes that can 
lead to genocide, and steps that 

can be taken to mitigate those 
processes so as to prevent 

future atrocities from 
occurring and to help 

societies recover from 
past genocides. The 

institute then works 
with the officials to 
design additional 
programming for 
their home 
countries. 

Using the 
Holocaust as a 
future-oriented 
teaching tool 
means a great 
deal to Pell. 

“In a way, it 
helps ensure 
that the 
victims did 
not die in vain. 
I hope AIPR’s 
work will be 

my legacy.”
—Mary Rekosh

 

Accomplished litigator pioneers programs 
for preventing future genocides

Owen Pell ’83 Breaking 
the Cycle of Genocide
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Foster Pepper 
partner helps 

Washington tribe 
preserve fishing 

rights

How do you prove 
where an indigenous 
people fished in the ocean 
in 1855? That’s what 
Lauren King had to figure 
out in order to win a 
recent federal case. 

King, who was recently 
named partner at Foster 
Pepper in Seattle, serves 
as lead outside counsel in 
natural resource and 
treaty rights matters for 
the Quileute Tribe. The 
tribe lives on the coast of 
Washington state and is 
well-known due to being 
featured in the “Twi-
light” books and film 
series.  

“It is not easy to find 
evidence from a time 
before written records 
were kept, but with how 
much was at stake for the 
Quileute, we were deter-
mined to protect their 
rights,” said King, herself 
a member of the Musco-
gee Creek Nation.

In 2009, the Makah Tribe sued its neighbors to 
the south, the Quileute and the Quinault nations, 
requesting that the court limit their treaty-based 
fishing areas in the Pacific Ocean to only 5-10 miles 
offshore. Boundaries are established in court by 
showing where a tribe customarily fished during 
treaty times—circa 1855.  

To prove where Quileute tribe members fished, 
King and her team worked with an array of experts 
in the fields of linguistics, archaeology, marine 
biology and anthropology to analyze the evidence 
and present a comprehensive picture of Quileute 
ocean fishing. The case culminated in the spring of 
2015 after a 23-day trial involving nine expert wit-
nesses and 472 admitted exhibits.

King, who also serves as an appellate judge for 
the Northwest Intertribal Court System, said that 
the trial was more emotional than she had antici-
pated.  

“It was painful to watch attorneys and experts 
hired by the other side come into court and essen-
tially argue that everything the Quileute people 
believed about themselves and their culture was 
wrong,” she said. During her closing argument, 
King emphasized that the case was about more 
than fishing to the Quileute—it was about their cul-
tural identity.

The Quileute prevailed at trial—the court held 
that fishing rights extended 40 miles offshore. The 
case is now on appeal.

“Being hired by the Quileute was career-chang-
ing,” King said. “Working with them and getting to 
know them has been a privilege and an honor.” 

—Mary Rekosh

Lauren King ’08

  A Strong 
Advocate for 

 Native 
American 

Rights 
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Anti-discrimination 
lawyer campaigns 

for judicial vacancy 
reform

Anisha Singh, named one of 
Forbes’ “30 under 30” in Law and 
Policy for 2016, began her career 

in public interest law while she was a student 
working for the Immigration Law Clinic. She 
served as sole counsel in a case involving female 
clients seeking legal status under the Violence 
Against Women Act, and won a victory that 
garnered national media attention.

Soon after completing her studies at the Law 
School, Singh relocated to Washington, D.C., to 

work as manager and policy 
attorney for the United Sikhs. 
There, she advocated for 
human and civil rights for mi-
norities, focusing on discrimi-
natory practices that swelled 
after Sept. 11. In cooperation 
with the White House Anti-
Bullying Initiative and the U.S. 
Department of Education, 
Singh founded the United 
Sikh’s National Anti-Bullying 
Campaign. 

“Over 60 percent of Sikh 
youth are bullied at some 
point,” Singh said. “What 
wakes me up and gets me going 
every morning is that there are 
people who don’t have power 
and are voiceless, but worry 
about being a victim of the 
system or a hate crime. This 
means that we’re not doing 
something right.”

As counsel for the United 
Sikhs, Singh won a historic case 
against the U.S. Army in which 
she represented a young man 
who wanted to join the ROTC 
but was rejected because of the 
articles of faith he wore, includ-
ing his turban and beard.

In 2015, Singh left United 
Sikhs to become campaign 
manager for the Legal Progress 
project at the Center for Ameri-
can Progress. In this role, she 
works diligently on grassroots 
campaigns to raise awareness 
about the need to fill judicial 
vacancies nationwide. 

“Right now we’re seeing the 
worst obstruction in Senate 

confirmations since 1960,” Singh said. “This means 
that American citizens are being denied their right 
to a speedy trial, current judges are being over-
worked and some are having to delay retirement. 
The crisis has very real consequences in court-
rooms across the nation.”

—Mary Rekosh

Anisha 
Singh ’12

 Pursuing
      Swift 

   Justice for All
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Second career 
fulfills lifelong promise

Retirement from legal practice was just the beginning for Tom 
Player, who is chipping away at a second career as a sculptor. 

Player had shown aptitude in art since he was a child growing up in 
Orangeburg, South Carolina. His mother nurtured his talent by 
pairing him with a local art teacher, who gave him lessons in her 
studio above the town drug store. When he began his studies at UVA 
Law, the rigors of his coursework required him to focus on his studies 
rather than his art. 

But after a long and successful career practicing insurance and 
regulatory law in Atlanta—primarily as a principal with Neely & 
Player for 22 years, and then for a decade at Morris, Manning & 
Martin—he enrolled in the Academy of Art and Sculpture in Flor-
ence, Italy, where he studied under Director of Sculpture 
Robert Bodem. 

Tom 
Player 
’65   

 
Fire 

in the 
Belly

“I wanted to see how much fire in the belly I had, and 
how good I could be,” Player said.

Quite a bit, as it turns out. Player’s career as a sculptor 
specializing in bronze has flourished. His works are in-
stalled at Furman University; the Armor Museum in Ft. 
Benning, Georgia; Grace Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
South Carolina; and the Atlanta Financial Center. He was 
recently awarded the Leila Gardin Sawyer Memorial Award 
by the American Artists Professional League, and in 2013 he 
earned the Kathryn Thayer Hobson Memorial Award.

 “If you have a creative talent, it doesn’t mean that you 
have to choose between that and the analytical side of your 
professional life,” Player said. “They can coexist.” 

—Mary Rekosh

To see more of Player’s work, visit 
www.tomplayersculpture.com
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Her corporate career is enriched 
by teaching law students

After earning her J.D., Elissa Port spent four years specializ-
ing in private equity and debt financing for Ropes and Gray in 
New York. In 2009, she accepted an offer to relocate to Chicago 
and become a fellow at Loyola University School of Law. Port 
then sought to shift into more general corporate work, which 
her 2011 move to McDermott Will & Emery allowed her to do. 
After a turn as in-house attorney and unit chief compliance 
officer at the Bank of Montreal, she returned to McDermott as a 
partner in July. Port’s practice concentrates on mergers, acquisi-
tions and corporate and securities transactions.

“Corporate law is a more varied practice than is often 
assumed,” she said. “Lots of folks graduate thinking that if you 
go corporate, you’ve got one of two choices: either work with a 
corporate firm or in-house. You can vary from the norm.”

Port continues to serve as an 
adjunct professor at Loyola Uni-
versity School of Law, a role she 
finds immensely rewarding. 

“It’s incredibly challenging to 
talk to folks who are excited to 
start their careers,” she said. “We 
cover a lot of practical aspects of 
law related to securities work and 
deal work—things that they will 
really be able to use in practice.” 

But the education is reciprocal. 
“I learn a lot from my students,” 
she said. “They ask questions and 
make points that give fresh per-
spective to issues I deal with fre-
quently. Teaching forces me to 

stay up to date. It makes you 
think very differently about prob-
lems and issues—more granularly 
in some respects, more broadly in 
others.” 

Port said she’s realized 
throughout the past decade of 
career growth and change that 
it’s hard to know what will be 
around the next corner. She 
advises: “Don’t be afraid to try 
something new, to learn about a 
new area. Take advantage of op-
portunities as they come.” 

—Mary Rekosh

Elissa 
Port 
’05

Finding 
      Flexibility in 

Corporate Law
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1948
PIERCE LIVELY died on 
March 12 at the age of 
94. He served as an 
officer in the U.S. 
Navy in World War 
II, winning commen-
dation for bravery in 
the Okinawa cam-
paign. After graduat-
ing from the Law 
School, he clerked for 
U.S. Sixth Circuit 
Appellate Judge 
Shackelford Miller in 
Louisville, Ky. He 
practiced law for 22 
years in Danville, Ky., 
and in 1972 was ap-
pointed to the U.S. 
Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. He served as 
chief judge from 1983-
88, during which time 
he tapped the Law 
School for several of 
his clerks. He contin-
ued to hear cases and 
write opinions while 
on senior status, retir-
ing in 1997, and taught 
constitutional law at 
his alma mater, 
Centre College, in 
Danville, until he was 
nearly 90.

1950
JERRY WEINBERG 

passed away on June 
12. A native of 
Norfolk, Va., Wein-
berg was retired as a 
partner in the law 
firm Weinberg and 
Stein. In addition to 
his law degree, he 
earned a B.S. in com-
merce at the 
University.

Weinberg was a 
fellow of the Ameri-
can College of Trial 
Lawyers, the Virginia 
Law Foundation and 
the American Bar 
Foundation. He was a 
member of the Vir-
ginia State Bar; 
American Bar Asso-
ciation; Virginia Bar 
Association; emeritus 
member, Judicial 

Conference, U.S. 
Fourth Circuit Court 
of Appeals; and a past 
president of the 
Norfolk and Ports-
mouth Bar Association.
“I had the privilege of 
practicing law with 
Jerry at Weinberg & 
Stein for 35 years, and 
the more I reflect on 
my association with 
him, the more I ap-
preciate what a privi-
lege it was,” writes 
ED STEIN ’74. “Jerry 
was an exceptional 
lawyer, a true gentle-
man, and an ideal 
partner. During the 
times when it was just 
the two of us, I used 
to tell people that we 
were one of the few 
firms in Virginia that 
averaged two listings 
in Best Lawyers in 
America per partner. 
It was a slightly mis-
leading statistic, 
however, because 
Jerry had all four of 
those listings!”

“When Jerry 
passed away, it was 
with the same grace 
that he exhibited in 
his daily life and in 
his practice. The day 
he died, Jerry was 
honored at a dinner 
given by the Tidewa-
ter Bankruptcy Bar, at 
which it was an-
nounced that from 
this year forward a 
member of the local 
Bankruptcy Bar 
would receive the 
Jerrold G. Weinberg 
Professionalism 
Award. That same 
night, Jerry woke up 
with chest pains and 
was gone in minutes, 
never having missed a 
day of work due to 
illness. He adopted 
the motto of one of 
his heroes, Benjamin 
Disraeli, ‘never com-
plain, never explain,’ 
and he never did.” 

“Jerry kept the 
Class of 1950 together 
with the five-year 
reunions and with 
letters with class-

related information,” 
said classmate 
and friend ATLEY 

KITCHINGS. “He loved 
the University of Vir-
ginia and his class-
mates. Those that 
remain will always 
greatly miss him.”

1958 

From TED TORRANCE, 
corresponding 
secretary for the Class 
of 1958: 

A low-key request 
from your scribe for 
news resulted, pre-
dictably, in a low-key 
response. Neverthe-
less, thanks to some 
of our faithful class-
mates, I can pass on 
bits of information, as 
follows:

TOM OTIS reported 
from Boca Grande, 
Fla. (on the Gulf 
Coast) that he and 
Mina are enjoying 
“beach walks, tennis, 
and peace and quiet.” 
They have a grand-
daughter at Exeter 
who is considering a 
career in corporate 
law. Tom: “Times 
have indeed changed 
and, Mina thinks, for 
the better.” Tom’s 
thoughts are left 
unexpressed. 

LARRY GRIM dredged 
up some old memo-
ries, reminiscing 
about how, during our 
third year at the Law 
School, a local Char-
lottesville beauty was 
flirting with both BEN 

PHIPPS and Larry 
behind the other’s 
back. He and Ben 
later met up at a PX in 
Ft. Dix, N.J. (Ben 
being a lieutenant and 
Larry a private). As a 
good enlisted man, 
Larry arranged Bryn 
Mawr (a women’s 
college) dates for the 
two of them, but the 

flirt’s secret held—“so 
Ben and I keep in 
touch.” 

Some of our class-
mates are utterly 
dependable. 
FRED GOLDSTEIN 
dropped me a newsy 
note reflecting on 
snowstorms in the 
Northeast, his pros-
pects of escaping to 
the South for a bit of 
the winter, and the 
passing of some of our 
classmates. Fred had 
the occasion to work 
recently with an 
attorney from Caplin 
and Drysdale, who 
reported that our 
tax professor, 
MORTIMER CAPLIN ’40, 
was still going strong 
at 99 (ed. note: see 
related story on 
Caplin, p. 42). Fred 
ventured that he is 
most likely one of the 
few professors from 
our time still extant.

CHARLEY BRADLEY 

remains confined to 
bed and wheelchair 
with corticobasal 
degeneration. He 
made the consider-
able effort to respond 
to my request for 
news, and I bet he 
would love to hear 
from any of his 
classmates. He can 
be reached at 
cbrad25092@aol.com.

Another dependable 
responder is BILL 

GRIESAR (he being the 
student dubbed “Mr. 
Brown” by Professor 
Gregory after a 
dispute as to the pro-
nunciation of Bill’s 
name). Bill and his 
wife recently moved 
to a living arrange-
ment relieving him of 
many domestic 
chores, ranging from 
snow shoveling to 
gardening, tasks now 
performed by his 
homeowners’ asso-
ciation. Bill also re-
ported that, after 57 

years as a lawyer in 
good standing, but 
faced with the burden 
of satisfying CLE 
requirements, he has 
surrendered his 
license to practice, 
remarking that, “I am 
now a civilian once 
more.” But, he added, 
“In a way, though, I 
like to think of it as an 
act of rationalism, a 
recognition of who I 
am and where I am. 
Probably a healthy 
instinct, don’t you 
think? Still, I will 
always think of 
myself as a lawyer 
and was ever happy 
being one.” Perhaps 
thoughts shared by 
many of us who have 
long since departed 
the practice. 

The literary world 
has, I believe, largely 
overlooked the com-
petition for Ibsen, 
Inge, Hemingway 
and Wodehouse in 
the persons of JOHN 

ORAM and HENRY 

WILLIAMS, each of 
whom pursues the 
avocation of creative 
writing. John favors 
short stories, while 
Henry is a play-
wright. I have coaxed 
them both to send 
along samples of their 
work, strictly for my 
own enjoyment, and I 
must say that they are 
really quite good. I 
will leave it to my 
classmates to pester 
them for samplings of 
their creations (which 
they are, in the truest 
sense); you will find 
them most interesting. 

Until a couple of years 
ago, your scribe 
smugly noted that his 
various body parts 
were all original 
issue, and that all 
were functioning 
smoothly. But that 
changed a couple of 
years ago with the 
replacement of an 
aortic valve with one 

CLASS NOTES

SUBMIT A 

CLASS NOTE

EMAIL 

lawalum@virginia.edu

MAIL 

UVA Lawyer 

University of Virginia 

School of Law 

580 Massie Road 

Charlottesville, VA 

22903

Please send your 

submissions by 

Sept. 15 for inclusion 

in the next issue.



94   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2016 

CLASS NOTES

of porcine prove-
nance, and then, 
earlier this winter, 
with the installation 
of a pacemaker, all 
designed to keep me 
more or less upright. 
All seems to be 
working well; I am 
back to my near-daily 
four-mile walks and 
will shortly be 
cleared to tackle the 
game of golf once 
again. Ah, the 
wonders of the 
modern medical age! 

It is never too early to 
start collecting mate-
rial for the next issue 
of UVA Lawyer. I 
urge you to share 
information about 
yourselves by sending 
it to me by email to: 
etorr@cox.net, 
or by regular mail to: 
1955 Windward Way, 
Vero Beach, FL 32963. 
Happy summers to 
all! 

1959
EDWIN J. HARRAGAN 

JR. will retire in Sep-
tember after 51 years 
of practicing law. He 
is a partner with 
Swiger Kelley Harra-
gan & Schott in New 
York City. He writes 
that his brother, Jim 
Harragan, who at-
tended UVA, died in 
September.

JOHN WILLIAM VIA JR. 

died on Jan. 9. He 
entered the Law 
School in 1953, but 
interrupted his 
studies in 1954 for 
military service in 
the U.S. Air Force 
with the rank of 

airman. He was later 
promoted to first 
lieutenant and served 
as squadron 
commander. 

Following gradua-
tion Via joined 
Woods, Rogers, 
Muse, Walker in 
Roanoke, Va. He 
practiced with Pat-
terson, Belknap & 
Farmer before be-
coming a senior attor-
ney with the board of 
governors of the 
Federal Reserve, 
where he focused on 
bank regulatory 
matters. In 1970 he 
became counsel in 
the legal division of 
the FDIC, where he 
worked on bank regu-
latory and antitrust 
cases. He retired in 
1992.

1960
RUST E. REID received 
the 2015 Each 
Moment Matters 
award from the Pres-
byterian Communi-
ties and Services 
Foundation in 
October. The award 
honors individuals 
and leaders who 
strive to be agents of 
change in their com-
munities. Reid is of 
counsel in Thompson 
& Knight’s tax prac-
tice group in Dallas, 
where he focuses on 
estate planning, 
probate and fiduciary 
administration. 

1961
JAMES E. COVINGTON 

JR. was featured in 
the Richmond Times-
Dispatch on Dec. 19, 
in “The People Who 
Made Richmond: 
James Covington, A 
Pioneer in the Luxury 
Condo Market, 
Continues to Find 
Success.”

Covington began 
developing condo 
properties in Rich-
mond in the 1970s, 
before the idea had 
really caught on. He 
converted historic 
buildings into condos 
and built new ones 
with high-quality 
details, while educat-
ing consumers on the 
benefits of condo 
living. He practiced 
law in Richmond for 
four years before co-
founding his first 
development 
company in 1965. 
Today his Covington 
Company focuses on 
retail commercial real 
estate projects.  

C. ROY KELLEY retired 
from his 20-year 
career as a RE/MAX 
realtor two years ago. 
For eight years he’s 
written a blog (acti-
verain.com/blogs/
roykelley) for Acti-
veRain, a networking 
site for the real estate 
industry. He started 
out focusing on real 
estate, but has added 
flower photography 
and descriptions of 
outings and travels 
with his wife, 
Delores. His flower 
photographs are so 
popular that he posts 
them on 40 different 
Facebook groups. 
Many of his followers 
from the real estate 
blog also follow him 
on Facebook, and his 
blog is ranked second 
on ActiveRain’s na-
tional network.

DESMOND C. WRAY JR. 
died on Feb. 14 at the 
age of 86. Before 
attending the Law 
School, he completed 
a year at VMI and 
received an 
appointment to the 
U.S. Naval Academy. 
He served with the 
U.S. Marine Corps as 
a ground officer, pilot 
and flight instructor. 
After resigning his 

BY THE NUMBERS: 

THE 
LATE, 

GREAT 
RICHARD 
“BUZZY” 

WILKINSON 
’62

UVA BASKETBALL LEGEND RICHARD “BUZZY” 

WILKINSON ’62, who died in January, still 
holds ACC and University career records for 
scoring. While he will also be remembered 
as the president and CEO of First Century 
Bank in Bluefield, W.Va., and a former 
president of the UVA Alumni Association 
Board of Managers, among other 
accomplishments, many fans will keep 
Buzzy in their hearts for his on-court 
achievements:

1955 Year of undergraduate degree and last 
year of college play

30 Average points per game, season

28.6 Average points per game, career

14 Wilkinson’s jersey number, first to be 
retired from UVA 

10 Number of times scoring 40 points in a 
game

#1 All-time ACC rank for both points and 
shots per game
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regular commission, 
he continued to serve 
as an officer in the 
Marine Corps 
Reserves. He retired 
with the rank of 
colonel.

Following law 
school he practiced 
with his brother, Bill, 
in Staunton, Va. He 
served for 10 years as 
judge of the Augusta 
County Court and for 
20 years as attorney 
for the city of 
Staunton.

1962
Col. ROBERT D. 

HOAGLAND writes 
that he is in good 
health and 
living in Charlotte, 
N.C. 

G. MARSHALL MUNDY 
was selected by his 
peers for inclusion in 
Best Lawyers in 
America, for personal 
injury law. Mundy 
has been included in 
the publication for 29 
consecutive years, 
since it was first 
published in 1987. He 
is a fellow in the 
American College of 
Trial Lawyers and an 
advocate in the 
American Board of 
Trial Advocates. He 
has his own law 
office in Roanoke, 
Va., where he has 
practiced for 53 
years. In 2014 he 
received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
from the Roanoke 
Bar Association. 

1963
JOHN M. OAKEY JR. 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in legal ser-
vices/pro bono. He 
retired as partner 
with McGuireWoods 
in Richmond in 1999 
and is currently 
active in pro bono 
matters. 

1964
WALTER L. METCALFE JR. 

was named the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch 
2015 Citizen of the 
Year. His success at 
negotiating public 
projects includes cre-
ating the Danforth 
Plant Science Center, 
building the Pulitzer 
Art Foundation 
Museum, construct-
ing the Edward Jones 
Dome, bringing 
Teach for America to 
St. Louis, and reno-
vating the Gateway 
Arch grounds. Met-
calfe is senior counsel 
at Bryan Cave, where 
he focuses on tech-
nology, entrepreneur-
ial and commercial 
practice, and agri-
business and food 
law.

1965
MARTIN E. SIMMONS 
passed away in 2013. 
His wife, Judy, wrote 
to say that he adored 
UVA and practiced 
law successfully for 
50 years in Nashville, 
Tenn. She remembers 
enjoying serving as 
president of the Law 
Wives Club. 

1966

1967
GENE DAHMEN is 
listed in New England 
Super Lawyers 2015 
and Best Lawyers 
2016 in family law. 
She is senior counsel 
with Verrill Dana in 
Boston.

FOY R. DEVINE was 
listed among Georgia 
Trend magazine’s 
2015 legal elite in 
personal injury law. 
He is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2016 in 
personal injury 
litigation (plaintiffs) 
and product liability 
litigation (plaintiffs), 
and in Georgia Super 
Lawyers 2016 in 
personal injury 
products (plaintiff). 
He is a partner in the 
litigation and dispute 
resolution practice 
group with Taylor 
English Duma in 
Atlanta.

1968
BARRY C. HAWKINS 
was elected to the 
board of governors of 
the American Bar 
Association in 

September, and at his 
first meeting of the 

board enjoyed 
catching up with 
classmate ALLEN 

GOOLSBY, who had 
finished his board 
term. Hawkins is 
a partner with 
Shipman & Goodwin 
in Stamford, Conn., 
where he focuses his 
practice on real 
estate and litigation. 
He is listed in 

Connecticut Super 
Lawyers 2015 in real 
estate and in Best 
Lawyers 2016 in real 
estate law and 
litigation. 

Former NBC CEO 
BOB WRIGHT has been 
in the news, talking 
about his new book, 
“The Wright Stuff,” 
which chronicles his 
NBC tenure as well as 
his co-founding of 
Autism Speaks, an 
organization to help 
families dealing with 
an autism diagnosis. 

1969
GORDON D. SCHRECK 
is listed in Chambers 
USA 2015 in trans-
portation: shipping 
litigation/nationwide, 
and in South Carolina 
Super Lawyers 2015 
for transportation/
maritime. He has 
been listed in Best 
Lawyers for more 
than 25 consecutive 
years. A senior 
partner with Womble 

Carlyle Sandridge & 
Rice in Charleston, 
Schreck was recently 
elected to the board 
of trustees of Colum-
bia Theological Semi-
nary in Decatur, Ga., 
having previously 
completed four terms 
as a trustee of his 
alma mater, Hamp-
den-Sydney College.

THOMAS G. SLATER JR. 
was appointed to the 
American College of 
Trial Lawyers Vir-
ginia State Commit-
tee for 2015-16. He 
was selected for the 
“Who’s Who Legal 
2016” competition, 
and is listed as a 
leader in Chambers 
USA 2016. He is 
special counsel with 
Hunton & Williams 
in Richmond, Va., 
where he focuses his 
practice on complex 
litigation matters, 
with emphasis on 
antitrust and intellec-
tual property.

1970
THOMAS C. BROWN JR. 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in health law. 
He retired as senior 
partner with Mc-
GuireWoods in 
Tysons Corner. 

ED FINCH recently 
founded Rural Urgent 
Care to bring afford-
able health care to 
rural Alabama. In 
addition to the previ-
ous eight companies 
in which he was a 
founder, Finch was a 
founder and the first 
president of the Bir-
mingham Venture 
Club, and a founder of 
Innovation Depot in 
Birmingham. Finch is 
president and CEO of 
FHL Capital Corp., 
also in Birmingham. 

NORWOOD DAVIS ’66 is pleased to announce 
that his daughter, Clay, will be entering the 
Law School in the fall as a member of the 
Class of 2019.

We appreciated a recent note from WILLIAM 

BROADDUS ’68: “I supposed that many 
alumni in my era played cowboys and 
Indians in our younger years. I cannot 
imagine, however, that as law students we 
ever envisioned continuing the fantasy. 

“DIRK METZGER ’68 is the exception. This 
photo is Dirk, riding his horse, Dollar, in a calf 
cutting contest at the National Horse Center 
in Lexington, Va. As one might expect as a 
graduate of Stanford and UVA Law, Dirk won 
his class. The photo was taken last summer.”

“Dirk is semi-retired and, with his lovely 
wife, Juanita, lives on Virginia’s Northern 
Neck near the Chesapeake Bay.”  
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1971

The Federal Bar 
Council presented its 
Emory Buckner 
Medal, which recog-
nizes outstanding 
public service, to 
Eastern District of 
New York Chief 
Judge CAROL BAGLEY 

AMON and Southern 
District Chief Judge 
Loretta Preska at its 
Thanksgiving lun-
cheon. 

Amon was 
honored, in part, for 
her efforts in meeting 
with then-Speaker of 
the House John 
Boehner to explain 
the disastrous effects 
of sequestration on 
the courts. As a result 
of these efforts, ad-
ditional appropria-
tions for the courts 
were included in a 
2014 budget deal, 
according to the 
Federal Bar Council 
Quarterly. 

As a district judge, 
Amon has handled a 
wide range of cases 
involving organized 
crime, financial 
fraud, class actions 
and the First Amend-
ment. She has been 
chair of the Judicial 
Conference’s Com-
mittee on the Codes 
of Conduct, becom-
ing one of the nation’s 
leading authorities on 
judicial ethics. As 
chief judge, one of her 
greatest achieve-
ments has been 
working with the 
General Services 
Administration and 
court administration 
to secure the perim-
eter of the Brooklyn 
courthouse.

1972
LAWRENCE H. BERGER 
retired as general 
counsel of the Phila-
delphia Museum of 
Art in January after 10 
years in that position. 

STEVEN M. EDWARDS 
has joined Quinn 
Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan as of counsel 
in New York City, 
where he focuses his 
practice on complex 
commercial litigation. 
He was previously a 
partner and head of 
litigation at Hogan 
Lovells. 

GEORGE W. HOUSE 
was listed in Super 
Lawyers Business 
Edition 2015 and 
North Carolina Super 
Lawyers 2016 in envi-
ronmental litigation. 
He is a partner with 
Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Hum-
phrey & Leonard in 
Greensboro. 

WILLIAM K. WELLS 

retired from New 
York–based Kenyon 
and Kenyon, where 
he was a member of 
the executive com-
mittee and a manager 
of the Washington, 
D.C., office, to become 
a principal in a new 
company focused on 
portable lighting 
technology. Wells is 
manager of Cormo-
rant Technologies, a 
startup located in 
Reston, Va., dedicated 
to developing organic 
light-emitting diode 
lighting for wearable 
and other off-grid 
uses. Cormorant has 
an exclusive license to 

the patent portfolio 
that covers the 
desired applications 
of the technology. A 
commercial product 
is expected to be 
launched in 2017. 

1973
ROBERT MUELLER has 
been named to 
oversee the settle-
ment negotiations in 
class actions filed in 
Volkswagen A.G.’s 
emissions scandal. 
U.S. District Judge 
Charles Breyer noted 
that Mueller’s experi-
ence in government 
and private practice 
make him uniquely 
qualified for the job 
and for earning the 
trust of all parties 
involved: consumer 
and car dealer plain-
tiffs, U.S. and state 
governments, and 
Volkswagen. Mueller 
is a partner at Wilmer 
Cutler Pickering Hale 
and Dorr in Washing-
ton, D.C., with a focus 
on crisis management 
and cybersecurity.

TERI NOEL TOWE was 
the subject of a 
feature story in The 
Wall Street Journal, 
“Talking Bach with a 
Radio Denizen.” 
Towe has broadcast 
classical music from 
Princeton University, 
his alma mater, since 
his undergraduate 
days in the late 1960s, 
and has participated 
in Columbia Univer-
sity’s 10-day Bach 
Festival since 1977. He 
broadcast while at the 
Law School and later, 
in New York, he 
adopted the on-air 
persona of the 
“Laughing Cavalier,” 
inspired by the 
subject of a Frans 
Hals painting. He is 
of counsel with Ganz 
& Hollinger in New 
York City. 

FREDRICK R. TULLEY 
is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2016 in the 
litigation categories 
commercial, banking 
and finance, and 
bankruptcy law. He is 
a partner with Taylor, 
Porter, Brooks & Phil-
lips in Baton Rouge, 
La., and focuses his 
practice on commer-
cial litigation, securi-
ties litigation, profes-
sional malpractice, 
construction, anti-
trust, RICO, commer-
cial bankruptcy and 
insurance insolvency.

1975
KATHLEEN M. BURKE 
was appointed chair 
of the Health Law 
Committee of the 
Association of the Bar 
of the City of New 
York in September. 
She is the vice presi-
dent of board rela-
tions, secretary and 
counsel to New York 
Presbyterian 
Hospital. 

Judge CHRISTINE 

BYRD, who serves on 
the Los Angeles 
County Superior 
Court, writes that 
she continues to 
enjoy being on the 
bench, even after 
more than five years. 
“It is challenging, 
mentally and emo-
tionally, but I always 
enjoyed a worthwhile 
challenge!” Byrd 
welcomes anyone 
coming to Los 
Angeles to stop by 
her downtown court-
room to say hello.

FREDERICK K. 

LOWELL writes that 
he and his wife, Lisa, 
enjoyed his 40th 
reunion at the Law 
School. “Our daugh-
ter, Catherine, has 
authored her first 
novel, ‘The Madwom-
an Upstairs,’ which 
will be published by 
Simon & Schuster in 
March,” he said.

WM. SHAW 

MCDERMOTT was 
elected chairman of 
the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports 
Authority for a one-
year term. The Air-
ports Authority oper-
ates Reagan National 
and Washington 
Dulles International 
airports, the Dulles 
Airport access and 
toll roads, and the 
construction of the 
23-mile extension of 
the Metrorail line 
into Loudoun County, 
Va. McDermott is a 
partner with K&L 
Gates in Boston, 
where he focuses on 
complex commercial, 
class actions, internal 
investigations, and 
the defense of gov-
ernment enforcement 
actions litigation.

1976
In 2014 and 
2015, WALTER W. 

BARDENWERPER par-
ticipated in collabora-
tive teaching projects 
through a partner-
ship between Im-
manuel Kant Baltic 
Federal University 
and Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center. 
The projects took 
place in Kaliningrad, 
St. Petersburg and 
Moscow and were 
sponsored by the U.S. 
Russia Foundation.

WILLIAM P.H. CARY 
was listed in employ-
ment and labor law in 

Super Lawyers Busi-
ness Edition 2015 and 
North Carolina Super 
Lawyers 2016. He is a 
partner with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard 
in Greensboro. 

S. MILES DUMVILLE is 
the managing partner 
for Reed Smith in 
Richmond. He has 
been listed for the past 
eight years in Virginia 
Super Lawyers in 
general litigation and 
as a top 100 lawyer in 
litigation in Virginia 
Business magazine. 

He served as member 
of the board of gover-
nors of the Virginia 
Bar Association 2013-
15, and currently 
serves on the board of 
the UVA Club of Char-
lottesville.

THOMAS L. 

HIGGINSON JR. and 
his wife, Feroline 
(A&S ’74), are happy 
to report that their 
daughter, Theodora 
(A&S ’10, McIntire 
’11), was married to 
Benjamin O. Hanna 
(Middlebury ’08, 
Boston College Law 
School ’15) at her fam-
ily’s home, Claybrook, 
in Rectortown, Va., 
on Oct. 3, after a “re-
markably diluvial 
week.” 

KARL H. KLINE joined 
Fitzpatrick Lentz & 
Bubba in Center 
Valley, Pa., as share-
holder in the estate 
planning and admin-
istration of estates 
and trusts group. He 
is solicitor for the 
Green Knight Eco-
nomic Development 
Corp.
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MICHAEL J. LEECH is 
an AAA mediator and 
arbitrator of employ-
ment and commercial 
disputes in Philadel-
phia. He maintains a 
mediation/arbitra-
tion practice in 
Chicago, where he 
lived until last year. 
Leech is a fellow of 
the College of Labor 
and Employment 
Lawyers, a distin-
guished fellow of the 
International 
Academy of Media-
tors, and a member of 
the American Law 
Institute.

JOHN A. VERING is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2016 and Missouri 
and Kansas Super 
Lawyers 2015 in labor 
and employment law. 
He is a shareholder 
with Seigfreid 
Bingham in Kansas 
City, Mo.

1977
JULIAN D. BOBBITT JR. 
is listed in North Car-
olina Super Lawyers 
2016 and Best 
Lawyers 2016 in 
health care law. He is 
a partner with Smith 
Anderson in Raleigh, 
where he focuses on 
providing strategic 
general counsel and 
regulatory guidance 
for health care orga-
nizations.

CHRISTOPHER DAY 

JOHNSON died on 
March 11 at the age of 
63. Following gradua-
tion from Law School, 
he joined Streich 
Lang in Phoenix, and 
for the past two 
decades practiced at 
Squire Sanders (now 
Squire Patton Boggs). 
Johnson’s corporate 
practice was broad in 
scope, including 
general corporate, 
securities and gover-
nance, as well as 

high-end U.S. reorga-
nization matters. 

L. POE LEGGETTE was 
named a 2015 Colo-
rado Lawyer of the 
Year by Law Week 
Colorado. Leggette is 
a managing partner 
with BakerHostetler 
in Denver, where he 
co-leads the national 
energy industry team 
and concentrates his 
practice on litigation 
and transactional 
work in the energy 
industry. He is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2016 
in energy and natural 
resources law.

THOMAS MELO died 
Dec. 7. Melo was ad-
mitted to the Texas 
Bar in 1977 and prac-
ticed at Bracewell and 
Patterson in Houston 
from 1977-2004, 
where he was head of 
its labor and employ-
ment law section for 
several years. He also 
practiced at the 
Houston office of 
Ogletree Deakins 
from 2004 until his 
retirement due to 
illness in 2006. 

When they were 
law students, Melo 
and JIM FLEGLE won 
the William Minor 
Lile Moot Court com-
petition in their third 
year. Melo is survived 
by his wife, TINA 

LUNDY MELO ’81, and 
two daughters, Vir-
ginia and Caroline.

MICHAEL ROSS has 
published “Ross’s 
Novel Discoveries,” a 
pocket-sized collec-
tion of some of his 
favorite literary 
quotes. A Contra 
Costa Times article 
last fall featured Ross, 
a bibliophile: “While 
a number of Ross’s 
favorite literary 
quotes appear in his 
book, his mission to 
share quotes from his 
odyssey of reading 
more than 1,500 

books is far from 
over.” The article also 
quoted KEN ODER ’75, 
who said “he’s 
uniquely qualified to 
[write this book]. He’s 
been gathering quota-
tions from the great 
works throughout our 
lifelong friendship.”

DAVID L. SFARA was 
elected president of 
the board of directors 
of the Mattatuck 
Museum in Water-
bury, Conn., in May 
2015. His daughter, 
Amy, who graduated 
from Temple Beasley 
School of Law in 2011, 
is a captain in the U.S. 
Air Force JAG Corps. 
Sfara is a partner 
with Giuliano Rich-
ardson & Sfara in 
Woodbury.

1978
IRVIN V. CANTOR was 
selected as Best 
Lawyers 2016 lawyer 
of the year for plain-
tiff’s personal injury 
in Richmond, Va. He 
was also featured on 
the cover of Virginia 
and West Virginia 
Super Lawyers 2016. 
He co-authored with 
Judge Sam Johnston 
“The Art and Science 
of Mastering the Jury 
Trial,” which was 
published in 2015 and 
reviewed in the Vir-
ginia State Bar maga-
zine’s December 
issue. Cantor is the 
president of Cantor, 
Stoneburner, Ford, 
Grana & Buckner, 
where he focuses his 
practice on cata-
strophic personal 
injury and death 
cases.

STEPHEN C. 

GREENBERG was 
listed among Georgia 
Trend magazine’s 
legal elite for 2015 in 
bankruptcy law. He is 
a partner with Taylor 
English Duma in 
Atlanta, where he is 
chair of the bank-
ruptcy practice group 
and member of the 
creditors’ rights and 
bankruptcy and liti-
gation and dispute 
resolution practice 
groups.

JOHN T. SCOTT III is of 
counsel with Wilkin-
son Barker Knauer in 
Washington, D.C. He 
has practiced com-
munications law for 
more than 30 years, 
representing telecom, 
wireless and media 
companies before the 
FCC and state public 
utilities commissions, 
as well as before state 
and federal courts. 
Scott was previously 
with Verizon Wire-
less and Verizon 
Communications, 
where he was vice 
president and deputy 
general counsel.

JAMES D. SMEALLIE 
was the subject of the 
cover story in New 
England Super 
Lawyers 2015. The 
interview highlighted 
his litigation of ath-
letic conference re-
alignment, his term 
as president of the 
Boston Bar, and that a 
paper he wrote as a 
Yale undergraduate 
was quoted, to his 
surprise, by Frank 
Deford in Sports Il-
lustrated. 

Smeallie is a 
partner with Holland 
& Knight in Boston, 
where he focuses his 
practice on business 
litigation with an 
emphasis on educa-
tion, employment, 
liability, intellectual 
property and unfair 
competition. He is 
listed in Massachu-
setts Super Lawyers 
2015 in business liti-

gation and in Best 
Lawyers 2016 in com-
mercial litigation and 
education law.

1979

ANNE L. KLEINDIENST 
is listed in Best 
Lawyers in America 
2016 in corporate and 
franchise law. She is a 
shareholder with 
Polsinelli in Phoenix. 

1980
JOHN GLEESON 
stepped down as a 
federal judge in the 
Eastern District of 
New York in March 
after serving on the 
bench for 21 years. He 
joined Debevoise & 
Plimpton in New 
York as a litigation 
partner in the white-
collar and regulatory 
defense and commer-
cial litigation groups. 
He concentrates his 
practice on internal 
investigations, white-
collar defense and 
complex civil litiga-
tion. Gleeson was 
awarded the Thomas 
Jefferson Foundation 
Medal in Law by the 
University of Virginia 
this spring and gave a 
talk at the Law School 
in April (see story on 
p. 14).

RICHARD J. POCKER 
joined current and 
former high-level law 
enforcement officials 
from across the 
nation as a founding 
member of Law En-
forcement Leaders to 

MARY BLAND LOVE ’78 (center) received the 
2016 Justice Raymond Ehrlich Trial 
Advocacy Award at the Jacksonville Bar 
Association’s annual seminar in February. 
The honor reflects the qualities of profes-
sionalism, highest ethics, discernment, 
mentorship and volunteering spirit. 

Love is the first woman to receive the 
award. She is of counsel with Marks Gray in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
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Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration. Asso-
ciated with the 
Brennan Center for 
Justice at NYU Law 
School, this organiza-
tion’s 150-plus 
members from 50 
states advocate for 
sentencing reform 
and criminal justice 
reform, to harmonize 
public safety con-
cerns with smarter 
criminal sentencing 
approaches. 

In February, 
Pocker briefed Senate 
staff, the press and 
the Democratic 
Senate leadership 
regarding sentencing 
reform legislation. He 
is the administrative 
partner for the 
Nevada office of New 
York–based Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner.

JANE WHITT SELLERS 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in business 
law. She is a partner 
with MGuire-
Woods with offices 
in Richmond, Va., 
and Charlotte, N.C. 

BARBARA A. YOUNG is 
listed in New England 
Super Lawyers 2015 
in mergers and acqui-
sitions, and Cham-
bers in corporate/
mergers and acquisi-
tions. She is a partner 
with Verrill Dana in 
Westport, Conn., 
where she focuses her 
practice on business 
and transactional law. 

1981
JAMES P. RUTHERFURD 
joined Pine Brook 
Partners, a private 
equity firm based in 
New York, as 
managing director 
and head of investor 
relations.

1982
FRANK B. ATKINSON 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in legislative/
regulatory/adminis-
trative law. He is a 
partner with Mc-
GuireWoods in Rich-
mond, where he is 
chair of McGuire-
Woods Consulting.

EDMOND M. IANNI was 
appointed general 
counsel of the 
venture capital and 
private equity firm 
Ben Franklin Tech-
nology Partners. A 
former chairman of 
the Delaware State 
Bar Association Cor-
porate Counsel 
Section and its Inter-
national Law Section, 
Ianni previously 
served as chief strat-
egy officer for Millen-
nium, as an invest-
ment banking 
executive with 
Fortune 500 PNC, as 
director of strategic 
development for the 
state of Delaware, as 
in-house counsel at 
Fortune 500 Colum-
bia Energy Group 
(now NiSource Inc.), 
and as managing di-
rector and general 
counsel of EMI Stra-
tegic Capital. Ianni is 
based in Delaware. 
He led a recent Amer-
ican Bar Association 
webinar on capital 
and risk management 
that focused on inno-
vative strategies and 
legal structures.

DAVID N. POWERS 
joined The Strand 
Partners Inc., a family 
investment firm in 
Boca Raton, Fla., as 
chief operating 
officer and co-chief 
investment officer. 
The Strand Partners 
was established by 
his brother, Bill, in 
2010. Powers previ-
ously practiced with 
Baker Botts.

In January DEBORAH 

A. SINK became 
general counsel and 
policy compliance 
officer with the West 
Virginia Investment 
Management Board 
in Charleston. She 
previously practiced 
law for 23 years, then 
taught math in a 
public high school for 
seven years before 
returning to law. 

MARY ELLEN 

WILKINSON retired in 
June after practicing 
law for 11 years with a 
small firm and 20 
years in the legal de-
partment of a bank. 
She volunteers at 
Lewis  Ginter Botani-
cal Garden in Rich-
mond, Va. “I try to 
swim one mile a week 
for exercise at a local 
indoor pool,” she 
writes, “and I take 
care of one dog and 
three cats.”

1983
MARK DAVIDSON was 
listed in Super 
Lawyers Business 
Edition 2015 in busi-
ness/corporate law. 
He is a partner with 
Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Hum-
phrey & Leonard in 
Greensboro, N.C., 
where he focuses his 
practice on the plan-
ning, negotiation and 
documentation of a 
wide range of busi-
ness transactions. 

JEFFREY E. OLEYNIK 
was listed in Super 
Lawyers Business 
Edition 2015 in bank-
ruptcy: business law. 
He is a partner with 
Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Hum-
phrey & Leonard in 
Greensboro, N.C.

1984
DESIREE COOPER’S 

collection of 31 very, 
very short stories, 
“Know the Mother,” 
has been published by 
Wayne State Univer-
sity Press. Cooper is 
the director of com-
munity and media 
relations for Planned 
Parenthood in Michi-
gan. In a recent 
Oakland Press article, 
Cooper describes her 
last decade as one of 
“constant reinven-
tion,” as an attorney, a 
two-time Pulitzer-
nominated columnist 
for the Detroit Free 
Press, a poet, a fre-
quent contributor to 
National Public 
Radio’s “All Things 
Considered,” an advo-
cate, a businesswom-
an and a mother. 
Throughout, she has 
always wanted to 
write books. 

CYNTHIA HOGAN was 
featured in ESPN 
magazine’s “How 
Roger Goodell and 
Cynthia Hogan Are 
Turning the NFL into 
a Political Machine” 
in January. She is the 
NFL’s top lobbyist 
and chief strategist 
for player safety. She 
was hired as senior 
vice president of 
public policy and 
government affairs in 
2015 during the Ray 
Rice controversy. A 
former aide to Vice 
President Joe Biden, 
she helped write the 
Violence Against 
Women Act.

MICHAEL J. LOCKERBY 
has been named a 
2016 BTI client 
service all-star by the 
BTI Consulting 
Group. He is a partner 
with Foley & Lardner 
in Washington, D.C., 
where he is co-chair 
of the distribution 
and franchise prac-
tice and a member of 
the appellate, intel-
lectual property liti-
gation, antitrust and 
privacy, security and 
information manage-
ment practices, and 
the automotive and 
food and beverage 
industry teams.

WILLIAM T. LUNDEEN 
writes, “Allison and I 
cherish this season as 
parents of three 
active daughters who 
are still at home.” He 
practices law in River 
Forest, Ill. 

MATTHEW A. MUIR LL.M. 
was sworn in as a 
judge of the High 
Court of New 
Zealand in December 
2014. He is based in 
Auckland.

ALAN RUMPH died on 
Feb. 21. Following 
Law School, he was 
attorney-advisor to 
Judge Mary Ann 
Cohen of the U.S. Tax 
Court and practiced 
tax law with Ivins, 
Phillips & Barker in 
Washington, D.C. He 
returned to his home 
state of Georgia to 
practice law in 
Macon with Smith 
Hawkins Holling-
sworth & Reeves, and 
in 2013 joined Baker 
Donelson in Atlanta. 
Rumph was nation-
ally recognized for 

his expertise in 
federal health care 
regulatory law.

1985
BRIAN B. DARVILLE 
returned to Oblon, 
McClelland, Maier & 
Neustadt as senior 
counsel in the trade-
mark and designs 
group in Alexandria, 
Va. He advises on all 
aspects of trademark 
and copyright law, 
portfolio manage-
ment and mainte-
nance, and licensing 
of intellectual prop-
erty, litigation and 
e-commerce.

REBECCA M. 

LAMBERTH, a partner 
with Duane Morris in 
Atlanta, has been 
named co-head of the 
firm’s 250-lawyer 
commercial, securi-
ties and antitrust 
litigation division. 
She practices in the 
area of securities and 
complex commercial 
litigation, represent-
ing public and private 
companies, including 
REITs, and has ex-
tensive experience in 
complex business and 
securities litigation, 
securities disclosure 
and corporate gover-
nance.

GARY MILLER is now 

executive vice 
president and general 
counsel of Wellmont 
Health System in 
Kingsport, Tenn. 
Miller has played an 
integral role in 
Wellmont’s growth as 
a multifaceted health 
system that includes 
six hospitals and 
dozens of other 
medical facilities.

CHRISTOPHER SEAVER 
joined The Rohatyn 
Group, an emerging 
markets asset man-
agement firm, as 
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partner. Based in 
Hong Kong with 
oversight of regional 
initiatives in Asia, 
Seaver will also serve 
on the executive com-
mittee. He was previ-
ously CEO of CLSA 
Capital Partners.

In December, 
STANLEY WESTON 

was reappointed to 
the Commission on 
Ethics by Florida Gov. 
Rick Scott for a term 
that ends in June 
2017. Weston is a 
partner with Moseley, 
Prichard, Parrish, 
Knight & Jones in 
Jacksonville, where 
he counsels employ-
ers on compliance in 
industry, government 
and labor matters.

REBECCA WIGGS was 
featured in Portico, a 
Jackson, Miss., metro 
area publication, as a 
“legacy lawyer.” Each 
year the magazine 
revisits past rising 
star lawyers and asks 
who have been their 
mentors. Wiggs was 
honored as a mentor 
of note. Wiggs is a 
member of Watkins & 
Eager in Jackson. Her 
experience spans 
from general product 
liability and medical 
malpractice to labor 
and employment, 
consumer finance and 
appellate advocacy. 

CHRISTOPHER J. 

WINTON was elected 
as a fellow in the 
American College of 
Trust and Estate 
Counsel and is listed 
in Best Lawyers 2016 
in trusts and estates. 
He is a managing 
member with Ray, 
Winton & Kelley in 
Charleston, W.Va., 
and concentrates his 
practice mainly in 
estate planning and 
administration, 
business planning, 
taxation and civil 
litigation.

1986
DAVID L. FAIGMAN has 
been named acting 
chancellor and dean 
of the University of 
California Hastings 
College of the Law. 
He is the John F. 
Digardi Distinguished 
Professor of Law at 
UC Hastings and 
holds an appointment 
as professor in the 
department of psy-
chiatry at the Univer-
sity of California, San 
Francisco.

WILLIAM A. ISAACSON 
was named a 2015 
litigator of the year by 
American Lawyer. He 
is a partner with 
Boies, Schiller & 
Flexner in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he 
focuses his practice 
on complex commer-
cial litigation, includ-
ing trial work and 
arbitration.

STEPHEN J. MCEWEN 

JR. LL.M., the presi-
dent judge emeritus 
of the Superior Court 
of Pennsylvania, was 
inducted into the Hall 
of Fame of the 
Council of Chief 
Judges of the State 
Courts of Appeal in 
October. He served as 
honorary consul of 
Bulgaria from 
2004-14 and has re-
ceived honorary 
LL.D. degrees from 
the University of 
Scranton, Widener 
University School of 
Law, and deSales 
University. He pres-
ently serves as litiga-
tion conciliator of 
Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania.

ELIZABETH J. 

STEWART has been 
named a fellow of the 
American College of 
Coverage and Extra-
contractual Counsel. 
She is a trial lawyer 
with Murtha Cullina 
in New Haven, Conn., 
where she is a 
member of the insur-
ance coverage prac-
tice group and 
focuses on policy-
holder insurance 
coverage and 
complex commercial 
litigation. 

1987

KIM M. BOYLE has 
been selected as a 
fellow of the Litiga-
tion Counsel of 
America based on her 
excellence in litiga-
tion among all seg-
ments of the bar. She 
is a partner with 
Phelps Dunbar in 
New Orleans, where 
she focuses her prac-
tice in the areas of 
labor and employ-
ment, civil rights, 
constitutional law, 
commercial, torts and 
general litigation.

TIMOTHY S. GOETTEL 

is listed in North Car-
olina Super Lawyers 
2016 and Best 
Lawyers 2016 in cor-
porate law and 
mergers and acquisi-
tions law. He is a 

partner with Smith 
Anderson in Raleigh, 
where he handles 
complex acquisitions 
and divestitures 
across a range of in-
dustries, advises 
clients on significant 
corporate governance 
matters, and repre-
sents issuers in public 
and private offerings 
and financing trans-
actions.

SCOTT C. OOSTDYK 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in civil litiga-
tion. He is a partner 
with McGuireWoods 
in Richmond.  

ROBERT SAUNDERS 

has been selected as a 
member of the board 
of directors for Carol 
Woods, an accredited 
nonprofit continuing 
care retirement com-
munity in Chapel 
Hill, N.C. He is a 
partner with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & 
Leonard in Raleigh 
and Greensboro, 
where he focuses his 
practice on tax and 
business law. He has 
extensive experience 
in the nonprofit 
sector.

DAVID K. SPIRO re-
cently co-founded 
Spiro & Browne, in 
Richmond, Va., with 
David G. Browne. 

The firm specializes 
in bankruptcy and 
commercial litigation. 
Spiro formerly prac-
ticed with Hirschler 
Fleischer, where he 
served as co-chair of 
the bankruptcy prac-
tice group.

THOMAS J. STALLINGS 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in health law. 
He is a partner with 
McGuireWoods in 
Richmond. 

BETH WILKINSON was 
named a 2015 litigator 
of the year by Ameri-
can Lawyer. Her most 
recent high-profile 
defense wins in court 
were for Pfizer, Altria 
and Kynetic. In 
January she launched 
Wilkinson Walsh + 
Eskovitz, a trial firm 
with offices in Wash-
ington, D.C., and Los 
Angeles. Her firm 
launched with clients 
that include Pfizer, 
Medtronic, the Na-
tional Football 
League, Major 
League Baseball, and 
three former aides to 
Hillary Clinton (in 
connection with 
emails Clinton sent 
when she was secre-
tary of State). Wilkin-
son was previously 
with Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison.

1988
JOHN M. COOPER 
writes that he and his 
wife, Monica, visit 
UVA regularly these 
days to see their son, 
Matthew, who is a 
second-year under-
graduate. Matthew is 
a member of the 
Whomping Wahoos, 
the UVA quidditch 
club team. Cooper is a 
founding partner 
with Cooper Hurley 

Injury Lawyers in 
Norfolk.

CYNTHIA L. 

HOSTETLER is a full-
time independent 
public corporate 
board member. She 
currently has direc-
torships with S&P 
500 Vulcan Materials, 
public BDC TriLinc 
Global, and Aberdeen 
Funds, part of the 
largest asset manager 
in Europe. She and 
her husband, Nicho-
las, live in Washing-
ton, D.C., and Oxford-
shire, England. 

MICHAEL S. KUN and 

SUSAN STEVENS 

MULLEN have co-writ-
ten a novel, “We Are 
Still Tornadoes,” 
which will be pub-
lished by St. Martin’s 
Press in October.

1989
STEVE CLARK is assis-
tant vice president of 
gift planning at Vir-
ginia Tech in Blacks-
burg, Va. He was pre-
viously assistant vice 
chancellor for univer-
sity development at 
North Carolina State 
University. His new 
position marks a 
return to Virginia 
Tech, where he 
worked from 1994-
2013 as associate di-
rector of planned 
giving, director of gift 
planning and assis-
tant vice president for 
gift planning. 

ADAM D. MITZNER’S 
fourth novel, “The 
Girl From Home,” a 
legal thriller like his 
previous three novels, 
“A Conflict of Inter-
est,” “A Case of Re-
demption,” and 
“Losing Faith,” was 
published in April by 
Simon & Schuster’s 
Gallery Press. 
Mitzner is head of liti-
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gation at Pavia & Har-
court in New York 
City. He writes that 
he would love to hear 
from anyone who’s 
read any of his books 
or just wants to say 
hello, and can be 
contacted at adam@
adammitzner.com.

U.S. District Judge 
CARLTON REEVES of 
the Southern District 
of Mississippi was 
recognized Feb. 23 
with Mississippi 
State’s 2016 Distin-
guished Jurist Award. 
A native of Yazoo 
City, Reeves previ-
ously was a partner in 
Pigott Reeves 
Johnson, P.A., the 
Jackson-based firm 
he co-founded. Prior 
to that, he served as 
an assistant U.S. at-
torney and a litigator 
for the law firm 
Phelps Dunbar. After 
he received his 
award, Reeves, the 
second African-
American appointed 
a federal judge in 
Mississippi, told stu-
dents at Mississippi 
State to vote and 
serve on juries when 
called. “You have the 
opportunity open to 
you to be citizen sol-
diers right here at 
Mississippi State, and 
you can make an 
impact right here in 
this great state of 
Mississippi,” he said.

BRIAN C. RIOPELLE 
was listed among 
Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in intellec-
tual property law. He 
is a partner with Mc-
GuireWoods in Rich-
mond, where he is 

chair of the IP litiga-
tion/patents depart-
ment and member of 
the technology over-
sight committee.

1990
Klamath County 
(Oregon) Circuit 
Court Judge DAN 

BUNCH was promoted 
to brigadier general in 
the Air National 
Guard in February. 
Bunch served in both 
the U.S. Navy and Air 
Force before joining 
the Judge Advocate 
General program in 
2000, becoming a 
senior member of the 
JAG Air National 
Guard Council, and 
most recently assis-
tant to the Air Force 
deputy judge advo-
cate general, advising 
at the Pentagon on 
matters involving the 
Air National Guard. 
He was appointed to 
the bench in 2009, 
and later elected to a 
six-year term. In a 
recent article about 
his promotion, Bunch 
said those in his posi-
tion learn that excel-
lence in civilian life 
often helps improve 
performance in their 
military service, and 
vice versa.

Richmond Common-
wealth’s Attorney 

MICHAEL N. HERRING 
has been awarded the 
2016 Harry L. Carrico 
Professionalism 
Award by the Virginia 
State Bar for his con-
tribution to the im-
provement of the 
criminal justice 
system in the com-
monwealth. He re-
ceived the award, 
presented by the VBA’s 
criminal law section, 
at the annual criminal 
law seminar in Wil-
liamsburg in February. 

JANE PAULSON was 
elected the Oregon 
chapter president of 
the American Board 
of Trial Advocates for 
2015-17, and is the 
first woman to serve 
in that position. She 
received the 2015 
Oregon Women 
Lawyers Justice 
Betty Roberts Award 
for her contributions 
in promoting women 
in the legal profession 
and the community.

Paulson is a 
partner with Paulson 
Coletti in Portland, 
where she focuses her 
practice on medical 
malpractice and per-
sonal injury law.

1991
JAMES D. MEADE has 
joined DLA Piper’s 
private equity prac-
tice as partner in New 
York City, where he 
will focus his corpo-
rate practice on 
private equity trans-
actions. He was pre-
viously with Pros-
kauer Rose.

PAUL QUINN joined 
Akerman as partner 
in the national corpo-
rate practice group 
and will practice in 
Chicago and Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
Quinn represents 
private equity funds 
and their portfolio 
companies in lever-
aged acquisitions and 
dispositions. Quinn 
and his wife, Andre’a, 
welcomed their first 
child, Jaclyn, into the 
world in August.

RODNEY A. 

SATTERWHITE was 
listed among Virginia 
Business magazine’s 
legal elite for 2015 in 
labor/employment 
law. He is a partner 
with McGuireWoods 
in Richmond.

JEFF STREDLER is 
senior associate 
general counsel with 
Anthem in Virginia 
Beach, Va., where he 
manages much of the 
company’s govern-
ment business litiga-
tion. He was named 
to Virginia Business 
magazine’s legal elite 
for 2015 in the corpo-
rate counsel field.

TARAS “TERRY” 

SZMAGALA JR. was 
appointed senior vice 
president of public 
and community 
affairs with Eaton 
Corp., a power man-
agement company in 
Cleveland. He will be 
responsible for repre-
senting Eaton with 
governments at the 
international, na-
tional and local level, 
as well as overseeing 
the company’s com-
munity involvement 
and corporate contri-
butions programs. 
Szmagala joined 
Eaton in 2007 and 
most recently served 
as senior vice presi-
dent, deputy general 
counsel.

P. DAVID TARTER was 
re-elected mayor of 
the city of Falls 
Church, Va. He began 
his new term in 
January.

CHRISTOPHER 

WILKINSON joined 
Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe as partner in 
the employment law 
group in Washington, 
D.C. He was previ-
ously associate solici-
tor for civil rights and 
labor management at 
the U.S. Department 
of Labor.

1992

GEORGE COLLINS and 
his wife, Marketa, 
were thrilled with the 
birth of their second 
child and daughter, 
Stella Frances, on 
Dec. 1. The family 
resides in Prague. 

BERT GOOLSBY LL.M. 

published a new 
novel, “Purple 
Yarn,” that describes 
a series of murders in 
the late 1880s that 
strain the friendship 
between Tyler Spur-
lock, a frontier 
lawyer, and Loice 
Eubanks, a county 
sheriff, as they 
attempt to bring the 
killer to justice.

ELIZABETH 

MCCONAHY JENKINS 
was elected as a di-
rector of Middleton 
Reutlinger in Louis-
ville, Ky. She is a 
member of the litiga-
tion practice group, 
where she focuses her 
practice on family 
law, including divorce 
issues, custody, child 
support, mediation, 
and wills and other 
estate matters. 

KATHARINE (“KAREE”) 

SMITH SANTOS gave 
up the practice of law 
to stay home and 
raise her six children. 
Now that her young-
est has entered kin-
dergarten, she and 
her husband, Dr. 
Manuel P. Santos, 
have co-authored a 
marriage advice book, 
“The Four Keys to 
Everlasting Love.”

1993
KELLY T. CURRIE 

returned to Crowell & 
Moring in New York 
City as partner and 
member of the white-
collar and regulatory 
enforcement group 
and the litigation and 
trial department. He 
was a partner with 
the firm from 2010-14 
and rejoined after 
serving as acting U.S. 
attorney and chief 
assistant U.S. 
attorney for the 
Eastern District of 
New York.

C. DEAN FURMAN was 
elected vice president 
of the Louisville Bar 
Association, a volun-
tary 3,000 member 
organization. He also 
began a two-year 
term on the board for 
Louisville Literary 
Arts, a nonprofit dedi-
cated to enriching the 
city’s literary arts. 
Furman is a founding 
partner with Furman 
& Nilsen.

LISA REISMAN was 
selected as a runner-
up in the 2016 Santa 
Fe Writers Project for 
her submission, 
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“5 Months 10 Years 2 
Hours,” which was 
published by Outpost 
19 last year. Her book 
is an unflinching 
account of her grim 
diagnosis and recov-
ery from a malignant 
brain tumor.

1994
ZEBULON D. 

ANDERSON is listed in 
North Carolina Super 
Lawyers 2016 and 
Best Lawyers 2016 in 
labor and employ-
ment litigation. He is 
a partner with Smith 
Anderson in Raleigh, 
where his practice 
focuses on represent-
ing private and public 
employees in all 
aspects of employ-
ment-related litiga-
tion.

HELGI WALKER was 
featured with her 
colleagues at Gibson, 
Dunn & Crutcher on 
the cover of the De-
cember issue of 
American Lawyer for 
their win as litigation 
department of the 
year for 2015. 

R. HEWITT PATE ’87, 
general counsel of 
Chevron, which hired 
Gibson Dunn when 
claims of pollution in 
Ecuador were made 
against the company, 
was quoted in the 
article. 

1995
STEVEN E. BLUMENTHAL 
has been elected 
partner with Waller 
Lansden Dortch & 
Davis in Nashville, 
Tenn. He concen-
trates his practice on 
information technol-
ogy and works exten-
sively with informa-
tion technology 
vendors and their 
customers.

RHONDA E. 

QUAGLIANA has been 
appointed to serve as 
a substitute judge in 
the general district 
and juvenile and do-
mestic relations 
courts of the 16th 
Judicial District of 
Virginia. She is a 
partner with St. John, 
Bowling, Lawrence & 
Quagliana in Charlot-
tesville.

Louisiana Supreme 
Court Associate 
Justice JEANNETTE 

THERIOT KNOLL LL.M. 
will retire from the 
bench at the end of 
this year. Before as-
cending to the state’s 
highest court in 1997, 
Knoll was a prosecu-
tor in Avoyelles 
Parish and a judge on 
the state’s Third 
Circuit Court of 
Appeals. She is one of 
the first women to 
serve on the Louisiana 
State Supreme Court.

1996
JAMIE BASKERVILLE 

MARTIN joined Wil-
liams Mullen in Rich-
mond, Va., as partner 
in the health care 
section. She repre-
sents hospitals, physi-
cian groups and other 
health care entities in 
mergers, joint ven-
tures and other rela-
tionships. Martin was 
named as Best 
Lawyers’ health care 
law lawyer of the year 
in Richmond in 2014 
and 2016. 

CANDACE 

BLYDENBURGH was 
listed among Virginia 
Business magazine’s 
legal elite for 2015 in 
environmental law. 
She is a partner in the 
toxic tort and envi-
ronmental litigation 
department with 
McGuireWoods in 
Richmond.

‘TACOS, 
TEQUILA 

AND 
CHICAS’ 

AN ALUM’S STORY BEHIND EL CHAPO’S 
REIGN AND DOWNFALL

“For an incredibly savvy, clever, almost a 
criminal genius that El Chapo Guzman was, 
he ultimately was done in by very simple 
tastes,” Vincent said on the program. The 
Mexican marines were eventually able to 
track him down in part because of a meeting 
he granted with the actress Kate del Castillo, 
and later, a large taco order to his compound 
before a party he was throwing. His downfall, 
in Vincent’s words? “Tacos, tequila and 
chicas.” 

“Within 20 minutes of the show airing, 
some guy had put up sales of T-shirts with my 
quotation,” he said with a laugh. “We move in 
a fast-paced world. Unfortunately, I did not 
move fast enough to trademark that phrase.”

Vincent’s career and expertise put him in a 
unique position to discuss the El Chapo case, 
perhaps the highest-profile international 
crime story of the decade. From 2006 to 2009, 
Vincent served as the U.S. Department of 
Justice attaché at the U.S. embassy in Bogota, 
Colombia, where he coordinated the extradi-
tions of about 500 Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia terrorists, drug kingpins, 
paramilitary leaders and general narcotraf-
fickers. 

Good practice, in other words, for helping 
to hunt down El Chapo for the Department of 
Homeland Security, where Vincent worked 
from 2009 to 2014 as both the principal legal 
advisor for U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, and as the director of the ICE 
Office of International Affairs. Though 
Guzman was captured for the final time after 

Vincent’s government service had ended, 
Vincent was deeply involved in the decade-
plus manhunt that ultimately led to his appre-
hension. 

“It was no doubt a challenge, and there 
were certainly moments of frustration when 
we thought we were getting close, only to end 
up not capturing him,” Vincent said. “But I 
can tell you that all of the United States agen-
cies involved were committed to taking this 
individual down, given the incredibly horrific 
crimes that the Sinaloa cartel was engaging 
in, and continues to engage in, still. At the 
same time, there was this almost global, cer-
tainly regional, sense of shared responsibility, 
which was incredibly important to the ulti-
mate success of the Mexican Marines in cap-
turing El Chapo after his most recent escape.” 

Currently, Vincent is the general counsel 
for Thomson Reuters Special Services, which 
provides classified services to the U.S. govern-
ment, principally the intelligence community, 
as well as the Department of Defense and law 
enforcement community. His work helps “in 
ways that help protect the homeland and our 
personnel and facilities overseas,” he said. 

He also serves as the director for interna-
tional policy at BORDERPOL, an organiza-
tion focused on exchanging best practices and 
sharing information between border forces 
around the world about how to combat terror-
ism, international narcotrafficking, and trans-
national crime, while allowing for the free 
flow of people and goods.

PETER VINCENT ’95 has spent his entire career, both inside and 

outside of the U.S. government, working on the thorniest national 

and international security issues. But his recent discussion on 

“60 Minutes” of the capture of El Chapo Guzman, the infamous 

Mexican drug kingpin, brought some attention that even Vincent, 

a former high-profile public servant, didn’t anticipate. 

CONTINUES PAGE 102
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REBECCA EDWARDS 

LL.M. was appointed 
to the High Court of 
New Zealand in 
August 2015. She is 
based in Auckland.

JOHN A. HORN has 
been named U.S. 
attorney for the 
Northern District of 
Georgia. Horn served 
as acting and interim 
U.S. attorney starting 
in January 2015. A 
career prosecutor, 
Horn has been with 
the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Atlanta since 
2002, first as chief of 
the appellate division 
and deputy chief of 
the narcotics/Orga-
nized Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task 
Forces section, and 
then as first assistant 
U.S. attorney. 

1997

JENNIFER MORGAN 

DELMONICO was 
elected to the board of 
directors of the Con-
necticut Business and 
Industry Association 
for a four-year term. 
She is the managing 
partner of Murtha 
Cullina in New 
Haven, Conn., where 
she primarily repre-
sents clients in the 
manufacturing, tech-
nology and health 
care industries. Del-
Monico is vice chair 
of the Greater New 
Haven Chamber of 
Commerce and serves 
on the executive com-
mittee of the federal 
practice section of the 
Connecticut Bar As-
sociation and as a 

James W. Cooper 
fellow of the 
Connecticut Bar 
Foundation. 

JEFFREY B. HUBBARD 
is a partner at Putney 
& Hubbard in 
Bedford, Va. He and 
his wife, Laura, have 
two children, Sarah 
and Josh. The Hub-
bards own and run 
Elysian Ridge Farms 
& Apiary from their 
mountaintop farm in 
Goode, where they 
raise registered Berk-
shire hogs and sell 
local honey and eggs. 

RICHÉ T. MCKNIGHT is 
a senior vice president 
and global head of 
litigation at William 
Morris Endeavor 
IMG, a preeminent 
sports and entertain-
ment agency head-
quartered in New 
York City. His role as 
litigator includes 
oversight or direct 
involvement in 
WME’s literary, 
music, motion picture, 
sports and television-
related businesses. 

SHALU RASTOGI 
joined Blank Rome as 
an associate in the 
finance, restructur-
ing and bankruptcy 
group in New York 
City and concentrates 
her practice in com-
mercial lending and 
asset-based and ac-
quisition finance. She 
joined Blank Rome 
through an OnRamp 
fellowship, a re-entry 
program that 
matches experienced 
women returning to 
the workforce.

ANDREW R. STEWART 
joined Vinson & 
Elkins as counsel in 
Washington, D.C., 
where he focuses his 
practice on environ-
mental and natural 
resources law. He was 
previously with the 
Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, 
where he held several 
positions since 2003. 
Most recently he was 
acting division direc-
tor of EPA’s Office of 
Civil Enforcement, 
where he managed 
complex enforcement 
actions and litigation 
affecting a range of 
industries, including 
energy, chemical 
manufacturing, agri-
business, mining and 
telecommunications.

1998
MATTHEW BASSIUR is 
vice president, head 
of global intellectual 
property enforcement 
with Alibaba Group 
Holding Limited in 
Hangzhou, China. He 
leads a team that 
works with interna-
tional brands and 
retail partners, indus-
try associations, gov-
ernment regulators, 
law enforcement and 
other organizations 
to advance the com-
pany’s anti-counter-
feiting and IP rights 
protection efforts. 
Bassiur was previ-
ously vice president 
and deputy chief se-
curity officer with 
Pfizer.

COREY JENNINGS has 
been selected by the 
U.S. Securities and 

Over the last two years, BORDERPOL has, 
with good reason, been focused on the large-
scale migration crisis affecting continental 
Europe. 

“We’ve stepped in, provided our expertise, 
leveraged our subject-matter experts, repre-
sentatives of governments all over the world, 
to share experience and offer our humble 
suggestions as to how our friends in Europe 
might deal with this situation,” he said.  “It’s 
not just a humanitarian crisis—we are seeing 
the greatest flow of displaced people since 
World War II—but also, in this day and age, 
there’s the potential for vulnerability vis-a-
vis terrorists, war criminals and human 
rights violators, who may be mixed among 
these legitimate refugees and asylum 
seekers.” 

Vincent said it is important that 
governments cooperate and coordinate in 
addressing the current migration crisis, 
rather than inflaming grievances through 
the use of divisive rhetoric that demonizes 
people who are fleeing from war or seeking 
asylum. 

“It is those people in great positions of 
power and influence who should be encour-
aging all of us to engage in a very thorough 
and significant debate,” he said. “No doubt 
there are bad actors sprinkled among these 
folks that are looking to exploit the flows of 
irregular migrants into Europe and the 
United States, and we must remain ever vigi-
lant to that. I spent my entire government 
career awake at night worrying about those 
bad actors and their ability to exploit the 
seams. But we in the United States in par-
ticular must always remember that the U.S. 
is a safe haven for individuals fleeing war and 
terrorism. We must, of course, keep our 
guard up, and we must vet these individuals, 
but we must never lose sense of their human-
ity, because when we do that we become less 
American, and that would be a tragedy. 

“Being skeptical is healthy, but turning a 
cold shoulder is not a solution to the problem 
in either the United States or Europe,” he 
said.

Vincent said he is extremely proud of the 
work he’s done in that regard, and especially 
of the difficult work that continues to be 
done by those in the public sector. 

“I think that’s what motivates all of us, 
colleagues of mine who remain in public 
service, who are not making a lot of money, 
and putting their lives and the lives of their 
families in danger,” he said. “It’s their 
mission of doing right, not only by their 
country, but by their global community. It’s 
something that’s just completely admirable, 
and something that I dearly respect.” 

—Andrew Martin

‘TACOS, TEQUILA 
AND CHICAS’ 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 101

GERALD BLAKE LEE ’97, a former New York 
City police detective, is a founder of Brazil’s 
third-largest airline, Azul Linhas Aéreas 
Brasileiras. His most recent venture, Modern 
Logistics, an air freight company that aims 
to cut transport time between manufactur-
ing centers and transport hubs, was featured 
by Bloomberg in October. 

Transportation logistics are challenging 
in Brazil, where there are few rail options 
and most goods travel by truck on rough 
roads. Lee’s carrier will cut transportation 
time for some products from 10 days to a few 
hours. DXA Investments, a private equity 
fund in Rio de Janeiro, and John Owen, co-
founder of JetBlue, are major investors in 
Modern Logistics, which plans to begin 
flights this year. 
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Exchange 
Commission, where 
he is special counsel 
in its Office of 
International 
Corporate Finance, to 
serve in the 2016 
Excellence in 
Government Fellows 
Program. The EIG 
Fellows program 
offers participants 
the opportunity to 
work with other 
leaders from across 
the federal 
government, as well 
as with nonprofits 
and with the private 
sector. Jennings will 
remain in his full-
time job during the 
10-month program. 
Jennings has been 
with the SEC for 16 
years. Since 2009 he 
has specialized in 
filings and issues 
related to China, the 
Cayman Islands, the 
British Virgin Islands 
and Japan. 

1999

JOSEPH S. BROWN 
received the 2016 
National Federation 
for Just Communities 
Community Leader 
Award and was 
elected to a three-
year term on the 
board of the Summit 
Foundation, a non-
profit that provides 
support services to 
individuals with de-
velopmental, social 
and behavioral chal-
lenges. He is the di-
versity partner and 
practice leader in 
employment litiga-
tion with Hodgson 
Russ in Buffalo, N.Y. 

MICHAEL L. HADLEY 
was appointed to the 
management com-
mittee of Davis & 
Harman in Washing-
ton, D.C. He is a 
partner in the em-
ployee benefits group, 
with a practice con-
centrating on benefits 
legislation and policy 
and ERISA issues for 
financial institutions.

Lt. Col. ERIC P. 

MERRIAM left active 
duty in the U.S. Air 
Force to accept an 
associate professor-
ship at the University 
of Central Florida in 
Orlando, where he 
teaches in the legal 
studies and political 
science departments. 
He remains a judge 
advocate in the Air 
Force Reserve.

MATTHEW S. 

PETERSEN was 
elected chairman of 
the Federal Election 
Commission in 
December. He was 
nominated to the FEC 
by President George 
W. Bush and has 
served on the FEC 
since 2008. Petersen 
was first elected FEC 
chair in 2010. 

MICHAEL C. RAKOWER 
was recognized by 
Super Lawyers as a 
top 100 lawyer in the 
New York Metropoli-
tan Area for 2015, and 
his firm was again 
recognized by Super 
Lawyers as having a 
premier commercial 
litigation practice in 
the region. Michael 
writes, “In November 
I traveled to China on 
business and had the 
pleasure of meeting 
JIAYUN HUANG 

LL.M. ’11 of Shimin 
Law while in Shang-
hai. My wife and now 
business partner, SALI 

RAKOWER, recently 
joined the firm, 
which has been 
renamed Rakower 

Law PLLC. UVA ad-
mitted two of our 
paralegals, making us 
a ‘feeder firm’ for 
UVA. Rakower Law 
now boasts language 
capabilities in Man-
darin Chinese, 
Korean, French and 
Arabic, and we are a 
few steps closer to 
building a New York–
based law firm with a 
global presence.” 

2001

CHRISTIAN ATWOOD 
was named a Boston 
rising star for 2015 by 
the National Law 
Journal. A partner 
with Choate, Hall & 
Stewart in the private 
equity group, he nego-
tiates and structures 
complex mergers and 
acquisitions transac-
tions, leveraged 
buyouts, growth 
capital investments, 
and recapitalizations.

AMY COLLINS 

CASSIDY is a founding 
member of Nicolaides 
Fink Thorpe Mi-
chaelides Sullivan, an 
insurance coverage 
law firm in Chicago. 
She focuses her prac-
tice in litigation. She 
married Sean Cassidy 
in September and she 
and her husband live 
in Barrington, Ill., 
with her 5-year-old 
stepson, Mikey.

STEVEN M. KLEPPER’S 
poem, “The Love 
Song of J. Anthony 
Kennedy,” was pub-
lished in the autumn 
2015 issue of the 
quarterly legal 
journal The Green 
Bag. The same-sex 
marriage decision 
Obergefell v. Hodges 
was handed down in 
June 2015, the same 
month as the 100th 
anniversary of the 
publication of T.S. 
Eliot’s “The Love 
Song of J. Alfred Pru-
frock.” Klepper’s 
poem (described in a 
Green Bag tweet as “a 
masterpiece of legal 
poetical Modernism”) 
is a spoof written 
from the perspective 
of Justice Kennedy. 

In February, 
Klepper was inter-
viewed by Law360 for 
his perspective on 
President Obama’s 
choice to replace As-
sociate Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia. He was also a 
guest on “The Marc 
Steiner Show,” an 
NPR affiliate, giving 
his views of the 
Adnan Syed trial. 
Klepper is a principal 
with Kramon & 
Graham in Baltimore, 
Md., and editor-in-
chief of the Maryland 
Appellate blog.

Cmdr. ANNE MARKS 
was sworn into the 
Navy and Marine 
Court of Criminal 
Appeals in an investi-
ture ceremony in the 
Washington Navy 
Yard on Oct. 28. 

2002
KATE HANLON and 

BILL SINCLAIR wel-
comed Robert 
“Robbie” Clayton 
Sinclair on July 2. He 
joins big brother 
Edward “Teddy,” 7. 
Bill is a partner with 
Silverman Thomson 
Slutkin & White in 
Baltimore, where he 
chairs the commer-
cial litigation prac-
tice. Kate practices 
part time at the same 
firm and stays home 
with the boys, as well 
as volunteers on 
various boards and 
committees. 

2003
JOHN D. ADAMS was 
listed among Virginia 
Business magazine’s 
legal elite for 2015 in 
criminal law. He is 
partner and chair of 
the government in-
vestigations and 
white-collar litigation 
department with 
McGuireWoods in 
Richmond.

ANDREW G. BESHEAR 
was elected attorney 
general of Kentucky 
in November. He 
grew up in a political 
family; his father also 
served as Kentucky’s 
attorney general, as 
lieutenant governor 
and two terms as 
governor. Beshear 
previously practiced 
law with Stites & 
Harbison in Louis-
ville.

BRENDAN STUHAN 
was promoted to as-
sistant general 
counsel for litigation 
at Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Associa-
tion in Washington, 
D.C.

At the Virginia Bar Association’s annual 
meeting in January, LORI D. THOMPSON ’97 

received the 2015 Roger D. Groot Pro Bono 
Publico Award for outstanding pro bono 
work and community service. Thompson has 
contributed nearly 3,000 volunteer hours, 
established a pro bono committee while 
president of the Roanoke Bar Association, 
and served as LeClairRyan’s firmwide pro 
bono coordinator. She recently represented a 
veteran whose home was foreclosed on while 
he was on active duty in Afghanistan, suc-
cessfully obtaining a decision in his favor 
that will help many other military personnel 
in similar situations. 

Thompson is a shareholder and office 
leader with LeClairRyan in Roanoke, where 
she focuses her practice on business litiga-
tion and bankruptcy. She was named 
Roanoke Best Lawyers’ lawyer of the year for 
bankruptcy litigation in 2015. 
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2004

JEFF BARNES is listed 
in Texas Super 
Lawyers as a rising 
star for 2016, a recog-
nition he has received 
every year since 2007. 
He is a partner with 
Fisher & Phillips in 
Houston, where he 
focuses on labor and 
employment law.

ALLISON ORR LARSEN 

has received tenure at 
William & Mary Law 
School and has been 
promoted from asso-
ciate professor to 
professor of law. She 
has received several 
teaching awards, 
most recently the 
2015 Plumeri Award 
for Faculty Excel-
lence. Her scholar-
ship includes consti-
tutional law and the 
institutional and in-
formational dynamics 
of legal decision-mak-
ing. Larsen will 
conduct comparative 
research on fact-find-
ing as a visiting 
scholar at the Univer-
sity of Oxford in 
England this fall.

SCOTT LUFTGLASS 
joined Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & 
Jacobson in New 
York as partner in the 
litigation department, 
where he represents 
public company di-

rectors and execu-
tives in corporate 
governance matters 
and litigation relating 
to corporate transac-
tions. He was previ-
ously with Davis Polk 
& Wardwell.

CHARLES E. LUFTIG 
has been named 
deputy general 
counsel of the Office 
of Management and 
Budget. He previously 
served for three years 
at the National Secu-
rity Council as direc-
tor for counterterror-
ism, then as deputy 
legal advisor, and 
finally as the senior 
advisor for the deputy 
national security 
advisor.

MICHAEL SIGNER was 
elected to the Char-
lottesville City 
Council in November 
and unanimously 
selected by his col-
leagues on the council 
to serve as mayor. He 
practices law at his 
own firm, Madison 
Law & Strategy 
Group, where he 
focuses on corporate 
and regulatory law 
(see story on p. 19).

SEAN SUDER is chair 
of Graydon Head & 
Richey’s commercial 
real estate industry 
group and partner-in-
charge of Graydon’s 
new Over-The-Rhine 
office in Cincinnati. 
Suder is also manag-
ing director of the 
Graydon Land Use 
Strategies consulting 
affiliate, which con-
sults with local gov-
ernments throughout 
the Midwest, South 
and East Coast on 
drafting more consis-
tent, clear, usable and 
defensible zoning and 
land use codes. Suder 
practices real estate 
and land use law and 
is admitted to prac-
tice in Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Tennessee.  

THOMAS R. WASKOM 
was promoted to 
counsel with Hunton 
& Williams in Rich-
mond, Va. His prac-
tice concentrates on 
class action, mass 
torts and environ-
mental litigation.

GRAHAM M. WILSON 
was promoted to 
partner with Perkins 
Coie in Washington, 
D.C., where he 
focuses his practice 
on political law and 
litigation. He 
counsels clients on 
federal and state 
campaign finance 
law, voting rights, 
ethics regulations, 
lobbying laws and 
pay-to-play issues. 
Before joining 
Perkins Coie, Wilson 
served as an attorney 
at the Federal 
Election Commission 
office of general 
counsel, litigation 
division.

TYLER CHANCE 

YARBRO has been 
named a shareholder 
with Dodson Parker 
Behm & Capparella in 
Nashville, Tenn., 
where she focuses her 
practice on litigation 
in employment, per-
sonal injury, criminal 
and probate matters. 
She was named to the 
2015 Attorney for 
Justice pro bono 
honor roll by the Ten-
nessee Supreme 
Court for her work 
with the YWCA, 
Metro Nashville’s 
community correc-
tions advisory board, 
and the board of di-
rectors for Rooftop 
Nashville. Yarbro is 
an adjunct professor 
of trial advocacy at 
Vanderbilt University 
Law School.

2005

TONI J. HOVERKAMP 
was promoted to 
counsel with Farrell 
Fritz in Hauppauge, 
N.Y., where she 
concentrates her 
practice on 
residential and 
commercial real estate.

2006

CHRIS BOOTHE was 
named shareholder 
with Winstead in 
Charlotte, N.C. He is 
a member of the 
real estate finance 
practice group, repre-
senting lending insti-
tutions in the financ-
ing, acquisition, 
disposition and 
leasing of commercial 
properties nation-
wide.

JASON R. BREGE is 
listed as a North Car-
olina Super Lawyers 
rising star for 2016. 
He is a partner with 
Smith Anderson in 
Raleigh, where he 
focuses on helping 
life sciences and tech-
nology companies 
develop and commer-
cialize their intellec-
tual property and 
technology assets 
through structuring 
and negotiation of 

research, develop-
ment, licensing and 
other strategic col-
laboration and acqui-
sition transactions.

CRAIG G. FALLS was 
elected partner at 
Dechert in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he 
focuses his practice 
on antitrust/competi-
tion, white-collar and 
securities enforce-
ment law. 

TOMMY GOODMAN is 
an associate vice 
president at The 
Cohen Group, a global 
business consulting 
firm in Washington, 
D.C., headed by 
former U.S. Senator 
and Secretary of 
Defense William 
Cohen. Since joining 
the firm in 2011, 
Goodman has 
advised clients on the 
legal, political and 
regulatory matters af-
fecting their interests, 
with a focus on Latin 
America, particularly 
Mexico and Cuba. He 
is currently working 
on a project that 
could bring a major 
league team’s minor 
league affiliate to 
Havana in the near 
future. The prospect 
was the subject of a 
Nov. 28 article in The 
New York Times.

DANIEL R.B. 

NICHOLAS was 
elected counsel with 
Sutherland Asbill & 
Brennan in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he 
advises clients re-
garding U.S. federal 
income tax with em-
phasis on interna-
tional tax planning 
and transactions and 

SEVEN YOUNG ALUMNI were featured in the 
Law360 list of top attorneys under 40, 
including DANIEL BRESS ’05 (for class action), 
MATT EINBINDER ’05 (energy), PETER GILMAN 

’04 (asset management), LAUREN J. KING ’08 
(Native American law; pictured), TIRZAH 

LOLLAR ’04 and BRIAN TULLY MCLAUGHLIN ’05 
(government contracts), and J. LEONARD TETI 

’05 (tax).
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the taxation of finan-
cial products. 

DAVID A. REED and 
his wife, Sara, 
welcomed a daughter, 
Anne Moseley Reed, 
on Feb. 4, 2015. The 
Reeds live in Atlanta, 
where David is a 
patent attorney with 
Kilpatrick Townsend 
& Stockton. Annie 
traveled with her 
parents to visit family 
in northern Tuscany 
in October on her first 
overseas trip.

LARS RUEVE LL.M. 
was named European 
counsel of Sullivan & 
Cromwell. He joined 
the firm’s New York 
office in 2006 and 
transferred to Frank-
furt in 2008. His 
practice focuses on 
equity capital market 
and M&A transac-
tions.

JAMES E. TYSSE was 
named partner with 
Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld in 
Washington, D.C. He 
is a member of the 
Supreme Court and 
appellate practice 
with a focus on han-
dling complex 
matters, including 
developing strategy 
and authoring briefs, 
both on appeal and in 
high-stakes trial liti-
gation. Tysse has 
prepared more than 
50 briefs in cases at 
every appellate level, 
with more than 25 at 
the merits and certio-
rari stages at the 
Supreme Court.

2007

REBECCA CLIFFORD 

CARSON was elected 
partner with Irell & 
Manella in Newport 
Beach, Calif. She is a 
member with the 
litigation and intellec-
tual property prac-
tices and handles a 
range of commercial 
litigation matters, 
with particular focus 
on complex intellec-
tual property and 
general business dis-
putes. 

LAUREN E. CATOE was 
elected shareholder 
with Carlton Fields 
Jorden Burt in 
Tampa, Fla., where 
she is a member of the 
construction, devel-
opment, and real 
estate and commer-
cial finance practice 
and industry groups. 
She concentrates her 
practice on advising 
clients on the plan-
ning and develop-
ment of large-scale, 
complex construction 
projects, with 
primary focus on 
contract preparation, 
review and negotia-
tion.

J. AUSTIN CURRY is 
listed as a rising star 
for 2016 in Texas 
Super Lawyers. He is 
a principal at Caldwell 
Cassady & Curry in 
Dallas, where he 
focuses his practice 
on patent infringe-
ment disputes.

ADAM L. FOTIADES 
has been named 
partner with Zucker-
man Spaeder in 
Washington, D.C., 
where he represents 
companies and indi-
viduals in complex 
civil litigation and 
white-collar criminal 
defense.

CHRISTOPHER LYNCH 
was promoted to 
counsel in the litiga-
tion department at 
Davis Polk & 
Wardwell in New 
York City. He repre-
sents clients in anti-
trust, telecommunica-
tions, securities and 
general litigation 
matters, and advises 
and represents clients 
in merger investiga-
tions by antitrust 
and competition 
authorities. 

P. NICHOLAS 

PETERSON was pro-
moted to of counsel 
with Wiley Rein in 
Washington, D.C. He 
is a member of the 
white-collar defense 
and government in-
vestigations practice 
and represents clients 
from various indus-
tries in litigation, 
transactional and 
regulatory matters.

ADAM C. WOLK was 
named a partner at 
Mayer Brown in New 
York City. He prac-
tices banking and 
finance law, repre-
senting banks and 
other financial insti-
tutions as well as 
borrowers and spon-
sors in connection 
with a wide variety of 
leveraged finance and 
other lending trans-
actions. Wolk lives on 
the Upper West Side 
with his wife, Brita, 
and their son, Barry, 
2, who’s looking 
forward to welcom-
ing a new baby 
brother in May.

2008
BRENNA M. CLARK 
was elected counsel 
with Sutherland 
Asbill & Brennan in 
Atlanta. She focuses 
her practice on 
employee benefits 
matters, advising 

clients on retirement 
plans, executive 
compensation 
arrangements, and 
compliance with 
ERISA and the 
Internal Revenue 
Code. Clark also 
provides employee 
benefit advice in 
corporate 
transactions. 

ELLIOTT KLASS is a 
vice president and 
in-house counsel 
with Amur Capital 
Management, a diver-
sified investment 
company with a focus 
on aviation headquar-
tered in White Plains, 
N.Y. He was previ-
ously with Vedder 
Price.

PRESTON LLOYD was 
named among the top 
40 under 40 in 2015 
by Style Weekly. He is 
a partner with Wil-
liams Mullen in Rich-
mond, Va., where he 
focuses his practice 
on land use and real 
estate law. He works 
with elected officials 
on projects that help 
improve communities 
and the way residents 
feel about them, and 
he was instrumental 
in founding United 
Way’s Young Leaders 
Society, which re-
cruits young people to 
get involved in phi-
lanthropy. 

EDWARD A. MULLEN 
was promoted to 
partner in the global 
regulatory enforce-
ment group with 
Reed Smith in Rich-
mond, Va. He was 
listed among the legal 
elite in 2015 in Vir-
ginia Business maga-

zine in legislative/
regulatory/adminis-
trative law.

REBEKAH SHAPIRO 
has been commis-
sioned as a member of 
the board of her sec-
ondary school, Alma 
Heights Christian 
Schools, in Pacifica, 
Calif. Shapiro is an as-
sociate in the insur-
ance defense practice 
group with Selman 
Breitman in San 
Francisco. She and 
her husband reside in 
Redwood City.

SARA E. STINNETT 
was promoted to 
partner with Jackson 
Walker in Austin, 
Texas. She is a 
member of the invest-
ment funds practice 
group, where she 
focuses on represent-
ing institutions with 
investments in 
private equity funds 
and other invest-
ments.

2009
BRADLEY T. 

GIORDANO was 

elected partner with 
Kirkland & Ellis in 
Chicago, where he 
concentrates his 
practice on corporate 
restructurings.

ALEXANDER S. 

HOLTAN was elected 
counsel with Suther-
land Asbill & Brennan 
in Washington, D.C., 
where he advises 
energy clients regard-
ing investment and 
trading in commodity 
derivatives, 
compliance with se-
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curities laws, com-
modities-related en-
forcement matters 
and internal investi-
gations, and matters 
related to corporate 
governance. Holtan 
also advises clients on 
derivatives and other 
transactions. 

BRYAN STARRETT has 
been named to the 
Community Partners 
Board for the city of 
Greensboro, N.C., 
where he will review 
community nonprof-
its’ requests for city 
funding. Starrett 
practices with 
Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Hum-
phrey & Leonard in 
Greensboro, repre-
senting businesses in 
litigation, internal 
investigations and 
compliance, employ-
ment law and privacy.

2010
STEVEN GARRETT has 
received board certi-
fication in labor and 
employment law. He 
is an associate with 
Boulette Golden & 
Marin in Austin, 
Texas.

CORRIE SIRKIN was 
recognized as a rising 
star in family law for 
2016 in New Jersey 
Super Lawyers. She is 
an associate with 
Lesnevich, Marzano-
Lesnevich & Trigg in 
Hackensack, where 
she focuses her prac-
tice on family, divorce 
and matrimonial law, 
including domestic 
violence and child 
protective services 
defense matters. 
Sirkin is a member of 
the executive com-
mittee of the young 
lawyers division for 
the New Jersey State 
Bar Association and 
editor of the publica-
tion Dictum. She con-

tributed to “Navigat-
ing the Divorce 
Process When You 
Have a Child with 
Special Needs,” an 
American Academy 
of Matrimonial 
Lawyers publication.

2011

ANDREW KOELZ 
joined Hunton & Wil-
liams in Atlanta as an 
associate in the retail 
and consumer prod-
ucts litigation prac-
tice. Prior to joining 
the firm, Koelz 
clerked for Judges 
Charles A. Pannell Jr. 
and Steve C. Jones of 
the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern 
District of Georgia.

ADAM MILASINCIC 

was featured in the 
cover story in Super 
Lawyers Texas Rising 
Stars 2016, “From DJ 
to J.D.” The article 
traces his career from 
reporter, campaign 
manager and disc 
jockey to his gradua-
tion from the Law 
School and achieving 
the top score on the 
Texas bar exam. Mi-
lasincic is a trial 
lawyer with Ahmad 
Zavitsanos Anaipakos 
Alavi Mensing in 
Houston. 

ALEC J. SMITH fin-
ished a successful 

tour as a Marine 
Corps judge advocate, 
during which he was 
named Defense 
Counsel of the Year, 
Eastern Region, in 
2014. Smith left active 
duty and accepted a 
judicial clerkship 
with U.S. District 
Judge Bruce H. Hen-
dricks of the District 
of South Carolina, 
Greenville Division.

JULIA SNYDER is a 
public defender 
working with the 
Richmond office of 
the Virginia Indigent 
Defense Commission, 
a state agency that 
represents individu-
als accused of misde-
meanors and felonies. 
She was featured in 
Richmond Justice, a 
project that features 
portraits of those 
involved in the justice 
system. JEREE M. 

(HARRIS) THOMAS, an 
attorney with the 
JustChildren 
program of the Legal 
Aid Justice Center 
who represents incar-
cerated youth, was 
also featured.

2012

KELLY ANN CHANG 
passed away unex-
pectedly in Chesa-
peake, Va., on Sept. 6. 
Chang clerked for 
Judge BERNARD 

GOODWYN ’86 of the 
Virginia Supreme 
Court after gradua-
tion, then practiced in 
Norfolk.

DANIEL L. GUDE was 
sworn in as assistant 
district attorney for 
Mecklenburg County 
in North Carolina in 
February. He will 
serve on special as-
signment through 
August, when he will 
return to his practice 
as an associate 
focused on general 
commercial litigation 
with Moore & Van 
Allen in Charlotte. 

J. BENTON HURST 
joined Graves Garrett 
in Kansas City, Mo., 
where he provides 
legal counsel to indi-
viduals and busi-
nesses in commercial 
litigation, white-col-
lar criminal defense 
litigation, and compli-
ance and internal 
investigations. He 
previously served as a 
U.S. Army judge ad-
vocate, specializing in 
labor and employ-
ment and administra-
tive law. He also 
served as a special 
assistant U.S. attor-
ney in the Western 
District of Kentucky. 

FRANCES MCCORKLE 

SEGURA married 
Anthony Segura on 
Sept. 6. She is an at-
torney advisor with 
the Social Security 
Administration’s 
office of disability 
adjudication and 
review. Her husband 
practices medical 
malpractice at Strick-
land, Diviney & 
Segura. They live in 
Roanoke, Va.

2013

JENNIFER A. MIGLIORI 
is an associate in the 
business transactions 
practice group with 
Carlton Fields Jorden 
Burt in Miami. She 
was previously with 
Holland & Knight. 
She has served as a 
legal and regulatory 
intern for Verizon 
Communications, as 
a financial operations 
director at Tran-
sworld Services Inc., 

and a federal tax as-
sociate at KPMG. 

TAYLER TIBBITTS 
joined NexTitle as a 
commercial services 
specialist involved in 
real estate transac-
tions nationwide, and 
is based in Meridian, 
Idaho. He was previ-
ously with Hawley 
Troxell Ennis & 
Hawley.

2014
SIMON CATALDO, who 

volunteered with 
Teach For America 
before he entered 
Law School, recently 
described his experi-
ence in a middle 
school classroom in 
Harlem in an article 
for the TFA website. 
Cataldo is founder 
and president of the 
board of Harlem La-
crosse & Leadership, 
the nonprofit that 
grew from his teach-
ing experience. He is 
a trial attorney in the 
U.S. Department of 
Justice criminal divi-
sion.

2015
JONATHAN E. AMGOTT 
has joined Cleary 
Gottlieb Steen & 
Hamilton in Wash-
ington, D.C., where 
he focuses on anti-
trust and matters 
relating to the Com-
mittee on Foreign 
Investment in the 
U.S.

MARK LITTMANN ’11 and Katie Grien Littmann 
were married at the Ritz-Carlton in Atlanta 
on Oct. 17. Many classmates from Section E 
attended, including KATE BARRY, TRISTAN 

MORALES, JOE BAILEY, SHIVA GOEL, LEO 

WOLPERT and ALEXA TAYLOR. Mark is with 
Danone as corporate counsel. He was 
previously a corporate associate at Cahill 
Gordon & Reindel. The couple lives on the 
Upper West Side in New York.
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UVA LAW STUDENTS gained rare insight into 
their potential careers through a new course 
that allowed them to create and manage a hypo-
thetical law firm. 

Taught by Simpson Thacher & Bartlett 
partner ART ROBINSON ’88 over the course of 
four weekends this spring, Management of Big 
Law: Balancing Culture and Profit tasked stu-
dents with deciding every aspect of their firm’s 
management. The unique format of the class 
allowed students to learn the inner workings of 
the firms they will soon be joining.

Robinson is global head of the Capital 
Markets practice at Simpson Thacher, as well as 
a member of the Executive Committee and 

former chairman of the Business Development 
Committee at the firm.

“It’s important for students to understand 
that dynamic relationship between culture and 
profits as they progress in their career and 
decide if they are in the right firm and the best 
practice for their development and success, as 
they will devote so much of their time to their 
profession,” Robinson said.

The course, which was offered through the 
John W. Glynn, Jr. Law & Business Program, 
asked students to consider topics such as com-
pensation structures, the level of transparency 
that the firm would attempt to maintain, firm 
committees, types of partnership, and how to 

handle partners who 
aren’t performing up 
to expectations.

ANDREW JONES ’16 
said the class pro-
vided a rare chance 
to peek into the 
minds of students’ 
future bosses.

“It’s shown us that every decision a firm 
makes can have an impact on the culture of the 
firm and the type of people it attracts,” Jones 
said. “Having Art Robinson guide our discus-
sion is a treat, and it is opportunities like this 
that make UVA such a special place.”

THE BLACK LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 
hosted its annual Spring Diversity Reception 
in April. Alumni and other attorneys from 
top-ranked law firms from across the country 
who are committed to diversity and recruit-
ing UVA students attended the event. 

VIRGINIA LAW WOMEN hosted its inaugural 
“Women in Public Service” event and its 
second-annual “Women in BigLaw” event 
during the spring.

“Women in Public Service,” held in April, 
featured panels on work-life balance, 
professional development and private pathways 
to public service. Following the panels, there 
was a reception at which incoming Dean Risa 
Goluboff spoke. Women faculty and additional 
local attorneys were also in attendance. The 
event was co-sponsored by the Public Interest 
Law Association, the Program in Law and 
Public Service, and the Mortimer Caplin Public 
Service Center.

“I always love coming back to UVA,” said 
MICHELLE HARRISON ’12, an attorney at 
EarthRights International. “Hearing Dean-
Elect Risa Goluboff speak at the ‘Women in 
Public Service’ event and seeing how excited 
the students are about her and especially her 
support for public service lawyering was par-
ticularly inspiring for me.”

The “Women in BigLaw” event, held in 
March, included firm panel discussions and a 
networking reception to highlight women 
lawyers succeeding in private practice and to 
give substantive advice about navigating the 
firm world.                

 —with Elizabeth Douglas ’17

  ALUMNI RETURN TO INSPIRE

APALSA 
CAREER NETWORKING DAY

IN MARCH, the Asian Pacific American Law Student Associa-
tion hosted its Career Networking Day, with alums JASMINE 

YOON ’06, an assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District 
of Virginia, and JENNIFER KYE ’14, a staff attorney at Commu-
nity Legal Services of Philadelphia, joining Charles Yi, 
general counsel for the FDIC, to give advice about careers in 
public service. Co-sponsored by the Mortimer Caplin Public 
Service Center, the “Paths to Public Service” talk was moder-
ated by Assistant Dean for Public Service ANNIE KIM ’99. 

APALSA also hosted a “Succeeding in Big Law” panel 
later in the day, featuring representatives from the law firms 
Fish & Richardson, Hogan Lovells, Latham & Watkins, Paul 
Weiss, Skadden, and White & Case.

BLSA 
SPRING DIVERSITY 
RECEPTION

VIRGINIA LAW WOMEN 
CAREER EVENTS

ART ROBINSON ’88 ASKS STUDENTS 
TO MANAGE THEIR OWN ‘BIG LAW’ FIRM
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GREATNESS IN THE 

SHADOWS 

DOUGLAS M. BRANSON ’74 
University of Nebraska Press

JUST WEEKS after 
Jackie Robinson joined 
the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
Larry Doby joined him 
in breaking the color 
barrier in the major 
leagues when he 
became the first black 
player to integrate the 
American League in 
July 1947. In many 
respects, the two were 
equals in their talent 
and experiences, and 
had remarkably similar 
playing careers.

Branson explores 
why, despite these 
parallels, Doby is 
largely forgotten as a 
central figure in base-
ball’s integration. 

THE ART AND 

SCIENCE OF 

MASTERING THE 

JURY TRIAL

IRVIN V. CANTOR ’78 

and Judge 

J. Samuel Johnston
Virginia Trial Lawyers Foundation

WITH KNOWLEDGE 

accumulated from 
more than 60 years of 
participating in or 
presiding over jury 
trials, the authors 
created this guide as a 
resource for those who 
face the great 
unknown: a jury. This 
book is as much a “how 
not to” as it is a “how 
to” guide through the 
labyrinth of a jury trial.

DEVELOPING YOUR 

PROFESSIONAL 

IDENTITY: CREATING 

YOUR INNER 

LAWYER

E. SCOTT FRUEHWALD 

LL.M. ’94 
Create Space

PROFESSIONAL iden-
tity consists of a law-
yer’s values, personal 
legal morality, deci-
sion-making process 
and self-consciousness 
in relation to the prac-
tices of the profession 
and culture. This book 
takes a variety of ap-
proaches to help 
lawyers develop their 
professional identities.

LAW AND 

COMMERCE IN 

PRE-INDUSTRIAL 

SOCIETIES, 
BARRY HAWK ’65 

Brill

WELL BEFORE states, 
literacy or legal 
systems, there was 
commerce and trade. 
Hawk examines 
commerce and its 
participants and 
institutions through 
the lens of nine pre-
industrial societies, 
providing historical 
perspective to 
contemporary debates 
about the relationship 
between commerce 
and law, public 
ordering versus 
privately created 
systems of law, the rule 
of law, and the relative 
merits of courts versus 
merchant networks to 
resolve disputes.

PRESIDENT-MAKING 

IN THE GILDED AGE: 

THE NOMINATING 

CONVENTIONS 

OF 1876-1900 

STAN HAYNES ’83 
McFarland & Company

THIS BOOK analyzes 
the pageantry, drama, 

speeches, strategies, 
platforms, deal-mak-
ing and often surpris-
ing outcomes of the 
presidential nominat-
ing conventions of the 
Gilded Age, debunking 
many widely held 
beliefs about politics in 
a much-maligned era. 

WHO’D YOU 

VOTE FOR, 

ER... AGAINST?

DAVID S. HOLLAND ’72
Create Space

DO VOTERS VOTE 

against a candidate or 
party rather than for a 
candidate or party? In 
this “snarky” look at 
U.S. presidential elec-
tions over the last half-
century, the author 
tackles the question of 
whether voters are 
generally more nega-
tive than positive. 

ONE HEART 

FOR THE LORD

G. RAYE JONES ’82 
Faithful Life Publishers

JONES WRITES about 
God’s intentions and 
offers Bible-based 
guidelines for 
marriages.

JUST MEDICINE: 

A CURE FOR RACIAL 

INEQUALITY IN 

AMERICAN 

HEALTH CARE 

DAYNA BOWEN 

MATTHEW ’87 
NYU Press

OVER 84,000 black and 
brown lives are need-
lessly lost each year 
due to health dispari-
ties, the unfair, unjust 
and avoidable differ-
ences between the 
quality and quantity of 
health care provided to 
Americans who are 
members of racial and 
ethnic minorities, and 
care provided to 
whites. Matthew finds 

that the stubbornly 
entrenched disparities 
principally arise from 
unconscious racial and 
ethnic biases held by 
physicians, institu-
tional providers and 
their patients (see 
story on p. 86). 

THE PRESENCE 

OF THE INFINITE: 

THE SPIRITUAL 

EXPERIENCE OF 

BEAUTY, TRUTH, 

AND GOODNESS

STEVE MCINTOSH ’87
Quest Books 

IN HIS LATEST book, 
integral philosopher 
McIntosh concentrates 
on America’s need for 
more effective forms of 
spiritual leadership. 
Topics include the 
spiritual teachings of 
evolution, meditation 
for enlightenment, 
spiritual experience 
and natural theology, 
the spiritual power of 
free will, nonduality 
and emptiness, and 
self-awareness and 
love. 

PICTURING 

CORPORATE 

PRACTICE 
JAY MITCHELL ’83 

West Academic Publishing

WITH AN OVERVIEW of 
corporate practice and 
chapters focused on 
advice development, 
transaction planning and 
management, legal 
documents, board 
meetings, litigation 
(from a corporate 
perspective), SEC filings, 
corporate pro bono and 
client service, “Picturing 
Corporate Practice” is 
intended for law students 
interested in corporate 
and transactional work, 
and for lawyers new to 
the practice.  

NONFICTION

   ALUMNI BOOKS
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OF COURTIERS AND 

KINGS: MORE STORIES 

OF SUPREME COURT 

LAW CLERKS AND 

THEIR JUSTICES

TODD PEPPERS ’94 

and Clare Cushman 
University of Virginia Press

THIS COLLECTION of 
essays takes a close 
look at Supreme Court 
clerks, their work, and 
the personal bonds 
that form between 
justices and their 
clerks. Contributors to 
the book include pro-
fessor emeritus Earl 
Dudley Jr. ’67 and 
Judge J. Harvie 
Wilkinson III ’72 of 
the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit. 

ROSS’S NOVEL 

DISCOVERIES: 

QUOTES FROM 

GREAT WORKS ON 

MEN, WOMEN, 

ROMANTIC 

RELATIONSHIPS, 

LOVE, SEX AND 

MARRIAGE

MICHAEL ROSS ’77 
Rare Bird Books 

IN THIS pocketable 
edition, bibliophile 
Ross has curated 106 
favorite literary quotes 
from the collection of 
over 1,500 well-read 
books on his shelves. 

THE FOUR KEYS TO 

EVERLASTING LOVE

KAREE SANTOS ’92 

and Manuel P. Santos
 Ave Maria Press

THE MARRIED authors, a 
marriage columnist 
and a psychiatrist, 
explore how applying 
the wisdom of the 
Catholic faith to 
marriage can lead to 
experiencing deep, 
lasting and soul-
satisfying love. 

THE WRIGHT STUFF: 

FROM NBC TO 

AUTISM SPEAKS

BOB WRIGHT ’68  
RosettaBooks

BOB WRIGHT chronicles 
his efforts to reinvent 
and save NBC through 
decades of industry 
transformation. As his 
career was winding 
down, Wright’s grand-
son was diagnosed 
with autism, which led 
Wright and his wife to 
found Autism Speaks, 
now the leading advo-
cacy and research-
funding organization 
for autism.  

FICTION

THE LAST MILE

DAVID BALDACCI ’86 
Grand Central Publishing

AMOS DECKER, newly 
hired on an FBI special 
task force, takes an 
interest in the case of a 
man convicted of 
murder, after 
discovering striking 
similarities to his own 
life: Both men were 
talented football 
players with promising 
careers cut short by 
tragedy; both men’s 
families were brutally 
murdered. And in both 
cases, another suspect 
came forward, years 
after the killing, to 
confess to the crime. 
When a member of 
Decker’s team 
disappears, it’s up to 
him to stop an 
innocent man from 
being executed.

THE BRIEFCASE OF 

JURIS P. PRUDENCE

JESSICA CHILDRESS ’10 
Author-published

ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD 
Juris “J.P.” Prudence 
always wondered if her 
parents named her 
Juris because they 
knew she was destined 
to become a lawyer. At 
age 11, J.P. and her best 
friends form a law firm 
to change the law for 
kids.

KNOW THE MOTHER

DESIREE COOPER ’84 
Wayne State University Press

COOPER EXPLORES 
the complex archetype 
of the mother in a 
collage of meditative 
stories and vignettes of 
women—both black 
and white—who find 
themselves wedged 
between their own 
yearnings and their 
roles as daughters, 
sisters, grandmothers 
and wives. 

PURPLE YARN

BERT GOOLSBY LL.M. ’92 
Rebecca J. Vickery Publishing 

A SERIES of murders 
out West in the late 
1880s strains the 
friendship of a 
frontier lawyer and a 
county sheriff as the 
search for the killer 
unfolds and the justice 
system comes into 
play.

THE BLOOD FLAG

JAMES W. HUSTON ’84 
Blackstone 

HITLER BELIEVED the 
blood flag carried 
sacred powers because 
of its connection to the 
first Nazi martyrs. On 
a personal mission, FBI 
agent Kyle Morrissey 
gets embroiled in an 
international chase to 
seize the flag and stop 
a modern-day, world-
wide resurgence of 
Nazism. 

THE GIRL FROM HOME

ADAM MITZNER ’89
Simon & Schuster Gallery Books

IN THE MIDST of a 
downward spiral, 
former “master of the 
universe” Jonathan 
Caine returns to his 
hometown to care for 
his ailing father and 
attend his 25th high-
school reunion. He 
becomes reacquainted 
with the former prom 
queen, but their 
budding relationship 
has problems. Will a 
shocking temptation 
test his desire for 
Redemption?

AS CLOSE TO US 

AS BREATHING

ELIZABETH 

POLINER ’88 
Little, Brown and Company

IN THIS 
multigenerational 
family saga, a terrible 
accident transforms 
a summer of hope 
and self-discovery into 
a lifetime of atonement 
for members of a 
20th-century 
Jewish family.
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CLASS NOTES

IN MEMORIAM
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IN MEMORIAM

Brockenbrough Lamb Jr. ’46
Richmond, Va.
Feb. 26, 2016

Ashby B. Allen ’47
Richmond, Va.

Oct. 23, 2015

David A. Brockinton Jr. ’47
Charleston, S.C.

Nov. 1, 2015

Thomas M. Recknagel ’47
Chevy Chase, Md.

Nov. 15, 2015

Richard Clark Allison ’48
Manhasset, N.Y.

Nov. 12, 2015

Andre Walker Brewster ’48
Glyndon, Md.
Feb. 20, 2016

Pierce Lively ’48
Danville, Ky.

March 12, 2016

Thomas E. Pedersen ’48
Johns Island, S.C.

Oct. 21, 2015

Henry Burnett ’50
Miami, Fla.

Sept. 23, 2015

Hugo Monnig Jr. ’50
Palm Springs, Calif.

Dec. 25, 2015

James R. Richman ’50
Discovery Bay, Calif.

March 28, 2015

Stuart L. Craig ’52
Danville, Va.
Oct. 24, 2015

George Herbert Goodrich ’52
Charlottesville, Va.

Sept. 22, 2015

Graham R. E. Koch ’52
Dallas, Texas
Jan. 29, 2016

H. William Burgess ’53
Honolulu, Hawaii

March 16, 2016

Willis McDonald IV ’53
Cody, Wyo.

Sept. 18, 2015

Herbert A. Kelley ’54
Lutherville Timonium, Md.

Jan. 2, 2016

Clifford V. Brokaw III ’56
Southampton, N.Y.

Nov. 23, 2015

Daniel E. Huger ’56
Charleston, S.C.

May 14, 2015

John J. Baecher Jr. ’58
Norfolk, Va.

April 11, 2015

William C. Johnson Jr. ’58
Daytona Beach, Fla.  

Nov. 9, 2015

Richard H. Roth ’58
St. Augustine, Fla.

Jan. 31, 2016

Hulon O. Warlick III ’58
Memphis, Tenn.
March 20, 2016

W. Luke Witt ’58
Richmond, Va.
Dec. 18, 2015

Charles E. McKenney ’59
West Palm Beach, Fla.

March 1, 2016

Albert C. Moore ’59
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Feb. 4, 2016

J. William Via Jr. ’59
Alexandria, Va.

Jan. 9, 2016

James Walter Singer III ’60
Vero Beach, Fla.

Jan. 24, 2016

James E. Covington Jr. ’61
Richmond, Va.

Jan. 21, 2016

Desmond C. Wray Jr. ’61
Staunton, Va.
Feb. 14, 2016

Richard W. Avazian ’62
Suffern, N.Y.
July 14, 2015

Richard W. Wilkinson ’62
Bluefield, W.Va.

Jan. 15, 2016

Drew St. J. Carneal ’63
Richmond, Va.
Sept. 25, 2015

Anderson Wise ’63
Watertown, N.Y.

Dec. 30, 2015

Charles P. Alexander Jr. ’64
Roanoke, Va.
Sept. 23, 2015

Bernard Dobranski ’64
Naples, Fla.

March 24, 2016

Robert H. Bennett ’66
Virginia Beach, Va.

Dec. 30, 2015

Sven E. Hsia ’66
New York, N.Y.

Feb. 13, 2016

Dean C. Rohrer ’66
Palos Verdes Peninsula, Calif.

Nov. 5, 2015

Henry L. Young Jr. ’67
Dawsonville, Ga.

Nov. 15, 2015

Robert W. Lawson III ’69
Charleston, W.Va.

Jan. 20, 2016

Jonathan Kane ’70
Bozman, Md.
Dec. 16, 2015

Thomas J. McCarthy Jr. ’70
Pulaski, Va.
Nov. 1, 2015

Ralph C. Gingles Jr. ’71
Gastonia, N.C.
Oct. 13, 2015

Donald G. Paige ’71
Stonington, Conn.

Feb. 12, 2016

Dexter C. Rumsey III ’71
White Stone, Va.

Nov. 2, 2015

Robert H. Forry ’72
Talking Rock, Ga.

Dec. 24, 2015

William R. Golden Jr. ’74
Darien, Conn.
Oct. 21, 2015

Danny M. Atkins ’76
Charlottesville, Va.

Feb. 14, 2016

Christopher D. Johnson ’77
Litchfield Park, Ariz.

March 11, 2016

Thomas M. Melo ’77
Houston, Texas

Dec. 7, 2015

Catherine J. Womack ’81
Charlottesville, Va.

Jan. 28, 2016

Jeffrey Beaton ’82
Virginia Beach, Va.

March 2, 2016

Lawrence J. Bracken ’84
Saint James, N.Y.

Jan. 6, 2016

Alan H. Rumph ’84
Macon, Ga.
Feb. 21, 2016

Elizabeth A. Bowers ’86
Richmond, Va.
Dec. 15, 2015

William D. Hopkins ’86
Flint Hill, Va.
Dec. 6, 2015

Elizabeth H. Garrett ’88
Ithaca, N.Y.

March 6, 2016

Peder Andrew Garske ’88
Severna Park, Md.

Jan. 5, 2016

David Roger Sholis ’90
San Diego, Calif.

Dec. 25, 2015

Douglas T. Kendall ’92
Washington, D.C.

Sept. 26, 2015

Brian C. Berry ’03
Vienna, Va.
Dec. 4, 2015

Anthony Vincent Esposito ’08
Athens, Ga.

Nov. 28, 2015

Kelly Ann Chang ’12
Chesapeake, Va.

Sept. 6, 2015
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What gets you out of bed in the morning? 
My personal trainer. And I like my job.

What’s an important lesson you’ve learned in your  
professional life?

Always give back to your community. It’s not only the right 
thing to do, but it can also lead to meeting great clients. After 
moving to New York City, I volunteered a lot with LGBT not-
for-profits and met many folks who either 
became clients or introduced me to clients. And 
now many of my clients are large not-for-profits.   

Who is your legal hero and why?

While I don’t have one legal hero, I have many 
legal heroines. My mother always encouraged 
me to be a lawyer. At UVA, several of my female 
classmates were instrumental in helping me 
land my job in New York. Once I started in 
private practice, many women mentored me 
along the way.    

What makes a good lawyer?

A good lawyer actively listens, responds promptly, 
produces the best possible work product and re-
spects his colleagues, opposing counsel and clients.

If I wasn’t a lawyer, I would be…

An architectural historian. At UVA undergrad, I wrote two 
theses on Georgian and Greek Revival architecture. My law 
school classmates, partner and I often visit historic homes, 
and I enjoy quizzing them about architectural history—they 
are all experts now.

What’s your favorite memory from law school? 

Spending time with my classmates—lunch at Martha’s, drinks 
at Eastern Standard, dinner parties, dancing at Brown’s Moun-
tain, Libel Show, spring break in Jamaica, and co-hosting  and 
co-founding the very first “Feb Club Eve”—a mock New Year’s 
Eve black tie party on Jan. 31. I still see my law school class-
mates all the time—the best friends I have ever had.

You have the last word. What do you want to say?

Thanks to UVA. Without the opportunities created by the 
Law School, this farm boy from Gloucester, Virginia, would 
never have found his way to New York City and Morgan 
Lewis.   

THE LAST WORD 
J. Goodwin Bland ’87 

PARTNER, MORGAN LEWIS & BOCKIUS

DESCRIBE YOUR JOB and what you like about it.
As a real estate partner, I help clients with their purchase, sale, 
financing and leasing transactions in New York City and on a national 
level. Although I have essentially been at the same firm for 26 years, it 
has grown from 50 to 2,000 attorneys through various combinations 

and mergers. In November 2014, I joined Morgan Lewis through a combination, and I especially like 
the firm’s entrepreneurial and collaborative spirit. UVA Law is the second-most-represented law school 
at the firm, so I am in good company—and on the hiring committee! 

FIRST FEB CLUB EVE HOSTS Brooke Fnke Dickerson ’87, Yvonne Facchina 
Mizusawa ’87, Nancy McFadden ’87, Chalotte Jones Morrissey ’87, J. Goodwin 
Bland, Sarah Kiefer ’87, Susan Ressel Kuleben ’87 and Anne Lyons ’88.
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JUNE 2—RICHMOND 

McGuireWoods 
6-8 P.M. reception

JUNE 8—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mayflower Hotel 
11:45 A.M. reception 

12:15 P.M. luncheon

SPEAKER: Professor Brandon Garrett

SEPT. 22—BOSTON 

Omni Parker House
6:30-8 P.M. reception

OCT. 12—CHICAGO 

Chicago Cultural Center
6-8 P.M. reception

OCT. 19—NEW YORK CITY 

Council on Foreign Relations
7-9:30 P.M. reception

OCT. 27—RALEIGH/DURHAM 

21c Museum Hotel
6-8 P.M. reception

DEC. 8—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Metropolitan Club
6:30-8:30 P.M. holiday reception

DEC. 15—CHARLOTTESVILLE 

Keswick Hall
6:30-8:30 P.M holiday reception 

CONNECT WITH ALUMNI AT A RECEPTION NEAR YOU.    WWW.LAW.VIRGINIA.EDU/ALUMNI 

ALUMNI 
EVENTS

U N I V E R S I T Y O F

Virginia
SC H O O L  o f  L A W

university o f

Virginia
S C H O O L  O F  L A W university o f

Virginia
S C H O O L  O F  L A W

university  o f

Virginia
S C H O O L  O F  L A W

580 Massie Road
Charlottesville, Virginia 
22903-1738 

VOICE: 434.924.3466
TOLL FREE: 877.307.0158

FAX: 434.296.4838

facebook.com/uvalaw 

youtube.com/
uvalawschool 

instagram.com/uvalaw 

twitter.com/uvalaw
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