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From Dean RISA GOLUBOFF

M
y very first encounter with the University of Virginia School of Law 
took place in a hotel room in Washington, D.C., in the fall of 2000. The 
hotel was full to bursting with faculty hiring committees 
from law schools around the country, there to interview as-
piring law professors like me. Over two long days, I met with 
20 different schools. After my half-hour interview with six 

members of the UVA Law faculty, I knew Virginia was special. 
The 15 years I have now spent at the Law School have repeatedly validated 

and reinforced that initial impression. The intellectual community here com-
bines qualities too rarely seen together: It is ideologically and methodologically 
diverse while also collegial and open. It is invigorating and challenging while 
also supportive and constructive. The reason our faculty produce first-rate 
scholarship is because what they write has been explored, tested and improved by col-
leagues committed to the success of every member of our scholarly community.

The Virginia model of intellectual exchange that I credit with my own development as a 
scholar has fostered success far beyond Charlottesville. That is because it is about cultivat-
ing the academic promise of our students as much as that of our faculty. Through research 
collaborations, student-faculty scholarly workshops, and the kind of individualized men-
toring to which our faculty is deeply committed, we help our students see themselves not 
only as practitioners of the law, but also lifetime students of it. As they become educators 
and scholars in their own right, they serve as ambassadors for the Virginia way.

This issue of UVA Lawyer highlights this unique intellectual community of faculty, stu-
dents and alumni, and the appreciable effect it has had on the legal academy. More than 500 
UVA Law alumni have dispersed across the country as scholars, teachers, administrators 
and leaders in higher education. These currently include 11 law school deans, seven univer-
sity presidents and dozens of full-time law faculty. 

This same intellectual culture deserves credit for much of what you will read about our 
students, faculty and alumni in this issue. At a time when the fracturing of civil discourse 
preoccupies many, the Law School remains a place where people with different viewpoints 
come together, listen carefully and respectfully to one another, and seek common ground. 
It is no surprise, then, that our students win national awards and our alumni national elec-
tions; that our students are eager to serve the public throughout their time here and our 
alumni are eager to pay forward their accumulated wisdom to the students who follow 
them. 

That our graduates cross the political aisle and serve the rule of law and the public in 
so many capacities is a testament to our aspirations and our culture. Such leadership and 
service reminds us of the unique role we have long played in American law, governance 
and society. So long as we remain committed to our core values of joy, humanity, respect, 
dialogue, collaboration and community across difference, it is a role we will continue to 
play far into the future. 
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“If everything the 
defendant says is 

true, we wouldn’t 
have 914,000 

Virginians with 
their licenses 

suspended.”
 —PROFESSOR LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 

arguing in U.S. district court that the Virginia DMV’s 

suspension of licenses for nonpayment of fines and court 

costs, including for convictions unrelated to driving, is 

unconstitutional (C-VILLE Weekly) 

“THE MIDDLE 
GROUND 
HERE is the 
right ground: 
Churches 
should not be 
free to spend 
tax-deductible 

contribu-
tions on 

politics, but 
they should be 
free to speak about their 
moral teachings, even when 

(perhaps especially when) 
those moral teachings have 

clear political implications.”

—PROFESSOR DOUGLAS LAYCOCK, in an 

op-ed he wrote in support of changing the Johnson 

Amendment rather than repealing it, as President Trump 

has proposed (The Christian Century)

 “When you 
talk about 
integrity, about 
government 

transparency, 
 those are issues 
of bipartisan concern.”
—PROFESSOR GEORGE YIN, who offered a way 

President Trump’s tax returns could be revealed, explains 

why he believes the effort is important (USA Today)

“I WANTED TO CREATE 
A CHARACTER  who was 

someone I could identify 
with—a lawyer—and I 

wanted kids to be exposed 
to law at a younger age and 
exposed to positive images of 

diverse women in the law.”

—JESSICA CHILDRESS ’10 on the protagonist 

in her book, “The Briefcase of Juris P. Prudence,” 

which introduces children to a young heroine lawyer 

(UVA Today)

“I’m  wondering  
what Justice 

Kennedy will 
think about 
this when it 

comes up.”
—PROFESSOR JONATHAN CANNON,  

on a new executive order that favors late  

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia’s  

definition of “waters,” which excludes wetlands,  

over Kennedy’s more commonly used inclusive 

definition. The order attempts to roll back a clean 

water rule based on the definition. (Quartz)

“THE TRUMP 
ADMINISTRATION may 

have taken the idea 
of opening secret 

sites off the table 
for a variety of 
reasons, but one 
likely reason is a 
serious practical 

hurdle: The United 
States would have 

had a hard time finding 
another state or states to act as a 
willing host to such facilities.” 
—PROFESSOR ASHLEY DEEKS in a blog 

post examining foreign constraints on the Donald 

Trump administration (Lawfare)

“A LAW THAT 
SHIELDS an officer 
as formidable as the 
CFPB director can 
have no place in our 

constitutional scheme. 
The Constitution makes 

the president the head of the 
entire executive branch, including 
the CFPB and its director.”

—PROFESSORS ADITYA BAMZAI and 
SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH, on why the president 

may fire the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 

director at his discretion (National Review)

“The death 
penalty 

is driving   
itself to 

extinction.”
—PROFESSOR BRANDON 

GARRETT, author of the forthcoming book “The 

Triumph of Mercy,” on the decline of the death penalty 

(USA Today)

“THERE WILL ALWAYS 
be cases where national 

security interests outweigh 
constitutional rights. But 

those should be handled 
on a case-by-case 

basis and not as a ban 
that stereotypes and 
discriminates against 
an entire group of 

people. Lawmakers 
should step in to 

reaffirm through 
legislation that national 

security regulation can be done 
right, and constitutionally. 
In the meantime, the courts 
should strike down this order as 
unconstitutional in its entirety.” 
—PROFESSORS KERRY ABRAMS and 
BRANDON GARRETT on the president’s 

first executive order on immigration, which courts 

challenged (Slate)

“I FOUND IT 
PRETTY 
INCREDIBLE 
that this case ever 
got to trial. … The 
microscopic hair 
comparison that 

was used at trial was 
bad science. It has a 

suspicious confession 
and it had no identification by 

the witness prior to trial.” 
—PROFESSOR JENNIFER GIVENS, legal  

director of the Innocence Project Clinic, on the Darnell 

Phillips case (WAVY-TV)

“DISENCHANTED 
REPUBLICANS who 
are gravely concerned 

about America’s 
standing in 
the world 

are in need 
of options. 

When it 
comes to 

global free trade, 
they know they don’t have 

an ally in Trump Tower. 
These conservatives will need to 
look elsewhere for allegiances, and 

environmental organizations should 
be aggressively courting them.” 

—PROFESSOR CALE JAFFE ’01 in an op-ed 

he authored arguing President Trump might be creating 

an opportunity for environmentalists (Richmond Times-

Dispatch)

“I HAVE TO SAY 
that, for me, being U.S. 
attorney was not a step-
ping stone on the way to 
another job. I don’t have 

any political aspirations. 
It was really, for me, the 

capstone of a career serving an 
office that I love.” 
—JOYCE WHITE VANCE ’85, looking back on 

her eight years as U.S. attorney for the Northern District 

of Alabama. She thanked Sen. Jeff Sessions, now attorney 

general, for supporting her nomination to the role early in 

President Barack Obama’s term. Vance resigned Jan. 19. 

(Alabama Public Radio)

QUOTED QUOTED

—Collected by 
Kimberly Reich

“THE 
IMPERIAL 

PRESIDENCY 
is alive and well.” 

—PROFESSOR 
SAIKRISHNA 
PRAKASH,  

speaking at an American 

Enterprise Institute panel 

discussion, on President 

Trump’s spate of 

executive orders. Prakash 

is author of “Imperial 

from the Beginning: 

The Constitution of the 

Original Executive,” a 

book about the origins of 

U.S. executive power.  

(The National Memo)
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1DANIEL RICHARDSON ’18  
WAS NAMED editor-
in-chief of the 

Virginia Law Review, 
now in its 104th year of 
publication. 

2MEGAN DURKEE ’15 
WILL ADVOCATE 
for Richmond-

area youth involved 
in the juvenile justice 
system as the school’s 
16th Powell Fellow. 

3THE UVA 

LAW SCHOOL 

CHAPTER of the 
Black Law Students 
Association won 
National Chapter 
of the Year at the 
national BLSA confer-

ence in March. UVA 
Law BLSA member 
Subulola Akere ’19 
also brought home an 
award for Best Nego-
tiator of the second 
preliminary round of 
the Nelson Mandela 
International Negotia-
tion Competition. At 
the regional confer-
ence in February, Mar-
wa Abdelaziz ’19 was 
elected Mid-Atlantic 
regional chair, Kim 
Delk ’19 was elected 
Mid-Atlantic attorney 
general, and Kierstin 
Fowler ’17 and Jasmine 
Alves ’19 together won 
second runner-up in 
the BLSA Moot Court 
Competition. 

4JONATHAN 

YORK ’18 AND 
MAGGIE BIRKEL ’18 

were named co-chairs 
of the Peer Advisor 
program for the 
2017-18 school year.

5UVA LAW ranks  
No. 7 in the 
National Law  

Journal’s list of  
Go-To Law Schools, 
released March 6, 
based on the percent-
age of Class of 2016 
graduates who took 
associate jobs at the 
largest 100 firms. 

6TUBA AHMED ’17 

AND KYLE 

COLE ’17 won the 
88th annual William 
Minor Lile Moot Court 
Competition on March 

25. Ahmed was named 
best oralist. 

7AMANDA LEON ’17 
TIED FOR FIRST 

place in the 
International Fiscal 
Association USA 
Branch 2016 Writing 
Competition for her 
paper, “If the Commis-
sion ‘LOBs’ a Pitch to 
the ECJ, Will It Strike 
Out Again?”

8STEVEN 

GLENDON ’18 is 
the new presi-

dent of the Student Bar 
Association. 

9UVA LAW 

PROFESSOR Paul 
Stephan ’77 

and students Thomas 

Kinzinger ’18, Karl M. 
F. Lockhart ’18, Hsin-
Hsuan Lin (S.J.D.), 
Mauricio Guim (S.J.D.) 
and William Phalen ’18 
participated in the fifth 
annual Salzburg Cutler 
Fellows Program 
held Feb. 24-25 in 
Washington, D.C.

10THE OUTGOING 

EDITOR-IN-

CHIEF of the 
Virginia Law Review, 
Danielle Desaulniers 
’17, was named among 
National Jurist’s Law 
Students of the Year. 

T
HE U.S. SUPREME COURT will hear a Law School clinic 
case that could have far-reaching implications for 
class actions, collective bargaining and an employ-
ee’s right to take his employer to court.

The high court granted cert Jan. 13 in Epic Systems 
Inc. v. Lewis, a case that will be argued in the fall. The 
Supreme Court Litigation Clinic is representing Jacob 

Lewis, an employee of health care software company Epic Systems. Lewis 
was pursuing collective action against the company for overtime pay he 
says he and his co-workers were owed—this, despite having signed an 
agreement, per corporate policy, that denied him the right to pursue col-
lective action. Lewis claims being forced to proceed individually violates 
his rights under the National Labor Relations Act and is unenforceable 
under the Federal Arbitration Act.

“The question is whether a contractual provision saying there will be 
no collective remedies—meaning everyone has to pursue their case on 
their own, they can’t do so with people in similar circumstances—violates 

the act,” said Professor Daniel Ortiz, the director of the clinic. “The stakes 
are really high for both employees and employers.”

He said the right to have a case heard in the courts is also an important 
aspect of the case.

“Over the last 15 years, businesses have tried to force all consumer and 
employment disputes to arbitration on an individual basis, which makes it 
uneconomical for individuals to vindicate many of their rights,” Ortiz said.

The case rose to the court’s attention after the Seventh U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Chicago ruled in favor of Lewis last year. The Supreme 
Court, in granting the case, has consolidated it with two other similar 
ones: Ernst & Young LLP v. Morris and National Labor Relations Board 
v. Murphy Oil USA Inc.

Ortiz said the court will hear an hour of oral arguments related to all 
three, most likely in October.

—Eric Williamson

Clinic Brings Epic Case 
TO SUPREME COURT

EPIC SYSTEMS INC. V. LEWIS MAY DECIDE IF EMPLOYERS CAN BAR 
EMPLOYEES FROM COLLECTIVELY ENFORCING WORK-RELATED RIGHTS
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DISCOVERY

D
AMIAN STINNIE, A 24-YEAR-OLD CHARLOTTESVILLE resident 
with lymphoma, couldn’t drive to work.

He was well enough physically, but his driver’s 
license had been suspended and his personal debts, 
which included more than $1,000 in traffic fines, 
mounted. The court didn’t have a repayment plan 
that he could afford. Then he became seriously ill, 

and he fell into homelessness.
A team that includes nine Law School alumni has been help-

ing Stinnie and others challenge Virginia’s policy of automatically 
suspending the driver’s licenses of individuals who are willing, but 
unable, to pay their fines and court costs.

The Legal Aid Justice Center and the law firm McGuireWoods led 
the constitutional complaint, along with David P. Baugh, a well-known 
Virginia criminal trial attorney. UVA Law Professor Leslie Kendrick 
’06, Professor Emeritus Laurens Walker and students have contrib-
uted their efforts as well.

Stinnie et al. v. Holcomb has pitted four plaintiffs who lost driving 
rights against Richard D. Holcomb, in his capacity as commissioner of 
the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles. The proposed class action 
could help hundreds of thousands of people drive again.

The complaint was dealt a major setback in March, when a federal 
judge dismissed the lawsuit on jurisdictional grounds. The attorneys 
now say they may appeal the decision.

“We are considering all our options,” said Angela Ciolfi ’03, litiga-
tion director at Legal Aid’s Charlottesville office. “We just don’t know 
our next move yet, but we do know we are not giving up.”

The legal team argues that the automatic suspension policy, a state-
wide practice since 1994, deprives individuals’ rights of due process 
and equal protection, and hurts poorer residents who need to be able 
to drive in order to work and repay their debts, which can compound.

“Driver’s license suspension is Virginia’s form of debtors’ prison,” 

Ciolfi said. “It traps people into a downward spiral.”
Kendrick, Ciolfi and Jonathan Blank ’95, managing partner of Mc-

GuireWoods’ Charlottesville office, argued against a motion to dismiss 
the lawsuit Feb. 2. Filed in July, the lawsuit is supported by briefs from 
the U.S. Department of Justice and the Virginia State Conference of 
the NAACP.

The group said people often have to choose between losing their 
jobs and taking the risk of being pulled over for driving under suspen-
sion. The penalty for the latter can be up to a year in jail and a $2,500 
fine, plus other associated costs, such as vehicle impoundment fees.

The Virginia Supreme Court recently issued a new rule for lower 
courts, which started Feb. 1, that says a deferred payment plan or an 
installment plan must be offered to those who can’t pay court costs, 
fines or restitution.

Nevertheless, the lawsuit, which was scheduled to be heard in 
December 2018, was needed to resolve the broader issues surrounding 
automatic driver’s license suspension, the legal team says.

In addition to Ciolfi, Legal Aid’s executive director, Mary Bauer ’90, 
and attorneys Pat Levy-Lavelle ’05 and Mario Salas ’14 have worked 
on the lawsuit. Attorney Sarika Reuben ’13, a recent volunteer, has also 
been heavily involved in the case.

Blank heads his law firm’s pro bono efforts on the project, with help 
from attorneys Tom Beshere (a 1997 UVA graduate), Myra Chapman 
’11 and Lena Busscher ’11.

Over the years, numerous students have been involved in the 
campaign. Current students who have worked on the project include 
Megan Keenan ’18, Tex Pasley ’17 and Rachel Simon ’17.

—Eric Williamson

❱ AUSTIN RAYNOR ’13, 
NICOLE FRAZER ’15 and 
ANDREW FERGUSON ’12 
are clerking for the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
this term. 

DISCOVERY
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UVA LAW TEAM CHALLENGES ‘VIRGINIA’S 
FORM OF DEBTORS’ PRISON’

❱ TESS FARDON ’18, TEX PASLEY ’17, CARRINGTON GIAMMITTORIO ’16, 
PROFESSOR RICHARD BONNIE ’69, MARGARET ZELENSKI ’18, MADISON 
MARCUS ’17, JOE BETTELEY ’18 and HOLLAND GOLDSMITH ’18 are part of the team 
helping mental health experts advise lawmakers.

❱ A TEAM OF UVA LAW FACULTY, ALUMNI, STUDENTS and Legal Aid Justice Center lawyers took their case to court Feb. 2. 
Pictured are TEX PASLEY ’18, MARIO SALAS ’14, MARY BAUER ’90, DAVID P. BAUGH, PROFESSOR LESLIE KENDRICK ’06, 
ANGELA CIOLFI ’03, PAT LEVY-LAVELLE ’05, JONATHAN BLANK ’95, MEGAN KEENAN ’18 and RACHEL SIMON ’17.

C
ATHERINE M. KEATING ’87, 
president and CEO 
of the asset manage-
ment firm Common-
fund, will deliver the 

commencement address to the 
Class of 2017 on May 21.

Commonfund manages assets 
for nonprofit and public-sector 
organizations and develops edu-
cational programs to share best 
practices in investment manage-
ment. The company currently 
manages $24.5 billion in assets 
for hundreds of institutional 
clients. Keating has led the firm 
since 2015.

After graduating from the Law 
School in 1987, Keating worked 
for global law firm Morgan, 
Lewis & Bockius as an associate 
and a partner. In 1996, she joined 
JPMorgan Chase & Co., serving 
in several senior management 
roles there until 2015. In her final 

position at JPMorgan she over-
saw the management of more 
than $700 billion in investment 
assets. American Banker—the 
trade newspaper for the financial 
services industry—named Keat-
ing one of the most powerful 
women in finance and banking.

—Alec Sieber

L
ORETTA LYNCH, who 
served recently as 
U.S. attorney gen-
eral under President 
Barack Obama, has 

been selected by the University 
of Virginia to receive this year’s 
Thomas Jefferson Foundation 
Medal in Law.

Sponsored jointly by UVA and 
the Thomas Jefferson Founda-
tion, the nonprofit organiza-
tion that owns and operates 
Monticello, the law medal and 
its counterparts in architecture, 
civil leadership and global inno-
vation are UVA’s highest external 
honors.

To mark the occasion, Lynch 
will speak at the Law School on 
April 13. 

Lynch was sworn in as the 
83rd U.S. attorney general on 
April 27, 2015, and was the first 
African-American woman to 

hold the position. She previously 
served in the Obama administra-
tion for the five years prior as 
the U.S. attorney for the Eastern 
District of New York. She also 
led that office, located in Brook-
lyn, from 1991 to 2001 under 
President Bill Clinton. She first 
joined the office in 1990.

Lynch served in private 
practice between administra-
tions, joining Hogan & Hartson 
(now Hogan Lovells) in 2002 as 
a partner in the firm’s New York 
office. Her pro bono work while 
at the firm included service as 
special counsel to the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda, where she investigated 
allegations of witness tampering 
and false testimony.

—Eric Williamson

COMMONFUND’S 
CATHERINE KEATING ’87 TO 
DELIVER COMMENCEMENT 

ADDRESS
FORMER U.S. ATTORNEY 

GENERAL TO RECEIVE 
JEFFERSON MEDAL IN LAW
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M
EMBERS 

OF THE 

BLACK LAW 

STUDENTS 
Association 

traveled to the East Af-
rican nation of Tanzania 
over winter break to 
help women know and 
exercise their rights.

The group of 
eight volunteered at 
the Women’s Legal 
Aid Centre in Dar es 
Salaam, the nation’s 
largest city.

“All members have 
had various travel expe-
rience and come from 
different backgrounds 
before law school, but 
we now share this expe-
rience as a group,” said 
BLSA Vice President 
Nel-Sylvia Guzman ’18.

Keisha James ’18, 
BLSA’s community ser-
vice chair, led the trip.

BLSA participates in 
international volunteer 
work each year, al-
though the destination 
and organization served 
may change.

—Eric Williamson

BLSA STUDENTS 
TRAVEL TO TANZANIA 

TO VOLUNTEER AT 
WOMEN’S 

CENTER

UVA LAW TO SHARE IN 
$1.4 MILLION GRANT 

TO IMPROVE 
EYEWITNESS 

IDS

T
HE LAW 

SCHOOL will 
share in a $1.4 
million grant 
that may help 

end the problem of 
mistaken eyewitness 
identifications that lead 
to false convictions. 
Professor Brandon 
Garrett is among three 
principal investiga-
tors on Grounds, along 
with a Utah professor, 
endowed by the new 
Laura and John Arnold 
Foundation grant.

Inaccurate eyewit-
ness identifications 
are a leading cause of 
wrongful convictions, 
as Garrett has reported 
in his book “Convicting 
the Innocent: Where 
Criminal Prosecutions 
Go Wrong.”

“Unfortunately, 
while scientists have 
researched eyewitness 
memory for decades 
now and uncovered a 
range of reasons why 
eyewitnesses can get 
it wrong, eyewitness 
evidence still often 
goes unregulated in the 
courtroom, and police 
should have better tools 

to get it right,” he said.
For his part of the 

grant, Garrett will 
join UVA psychology 
professor Chad Dodson 
to study how to best 
present eyewitness evi-
dence in the courtroom. 
Law students will assist 
the research, and other 
UVA professors will 
provide input, Garrett 
said.

—Eric Williamson

DONOVAN TAPPED 
TO SERVE AS DEPUTY 

SECRETARY TO 
THE U.S. TREASURY

J
IM DONOVAN, 
an adjunct 
professor at 
the Law School 
and a manag-

ing director of Goldman 
Sachs, has been nomi-
nated to fill the post of 
deputy secretary of the 
U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment.

“Jim Donovan has 
been teaching courses 
in our Law & Business 
Program for eight years, 
and during that time he 
has given our students 
unique and invaluable 
instruction in corporate 
strategy and client 
relations,” said Dean 
Risa Goluboff. “We are 
fortunate to have him as 
a member of the UVA 
Law community and 
hope to have him back 
when he concludes his 
public service.”

Donovan, who has 
taught short courses on 
corporate strategy and 
leadership at the school 
since 2009, joins other 
faculty and alumni 
who have worked at 
the highest levels of the 
Treasury Department.

Former professor 

Mortimer Caplin ’40 
served as commissioner 
of the Internal Revenue 
Service, the Treasury’s 
largest bureau, from 
1961 to 1964. Gerald D. 
Parsky ’68 served as an 
assistant secretary of 
the Treasury Depart-
ment from 1974 to 1977, 
and Professor Edwin 
S. Cohen ’36 took leave 
from teaching to serve 
as assistant secretary 
for tax policy from 
1969 to 1972, then as an 
under secretary of the 
Treasury from 1972 to 
1973.

—Mary Wood

DISCOVERY DISCOVERY

HUMAN RIGHTS STUDY 
PROJECT TAKES 15TH 
RESEARCH TRIP, THIS 

TIME TO ZAMBIA
‘MAKING A MURDERER’ 
ATTORNEY EXPLORES 

STORYTELLING IN 
JANUARY TERM 

COURSE

❱ The project is co-chaired 
by TEX PASLEY ’17 and 
MAGGIE BIRKEL ’18.

❱ JOE CHARLET ’18, TOCCARA NELSON ’19, NEL-SYLVIA 
GUZMAN ’18 and KIERSTIN FOWLER ’17; two of their 
supervisors; and DEVYNE BYRD ’19 and LOLA AKERE ’19

T
HE CHALLENGES  
facing Southern  
Africa are 
worlds away 
from Charlot-

tesville, but a winter 
break trip to the region 
by eight law students 
brought the everyday 
concerns facing the 
people of Zambia into 
focus.

Students in the 
Human Rights Study 
Project, called Cowan 
Fellows, research hu-
man rights in the field 
to learn about systemic 
issues facing a country 
or region, and some-
times propose solutions. 
The project, which 
celebrated its 15th an-
niversary trip this year, 
has sponsored student 
trips to Columbia, 
Myanmar and Ghana 
recently.

The students par-
ticipating in the project 
this year explored 
women’s and chil-
dren’s issues, refugee 
rights, HIV/AIDS and 
microfinance through 
two-week internships 
with organizations and 
by conducting indepen-

dent research. 
“We took a deep dive 

into the human rights 
and social issues facing 
the Southern Province, 
and Zambia gener-
ally, by meeting with 
nongovernmental orga-
nizations, government 
ministers and private 
businesses,” said Kristin 
Marshall ’17.

—Kimberly Reich

COWAN FELLOWS 
PICTURED ABOVE: 

MEGAN KEENAN ’18 

DEITRA JONES ’18 

KAILEY MROSAK ’18

AJ SWARTWOOD ’17

KARL LOCKHART ’18

KRISTIN MARSHALL ’17

GREG KETCHAM-COLWILL ’18

JEREMY LOFTHOUSE ’18

 D
EAN STRANG ’85 stood before a panel 
of federal appellate judges who had 
in front of them what appeared to 
be a documented confession from a 
teenager who was accused of killing 

her two young cousins. But did she really do it? 
There were extenuating circumstances that called 
into question whether her statement was truthful 
and voluntary.

He knew he was taking a risk, but he told the 
judges her story.

“I thought that I had to take the dry and make 
it wet—to make it human and real; to try to make it 
powerful,” he said.

Strang, a Wisconsin-based trial attorney who 
may be best known for his appearance in the 
Netflix documentary series “Making a Murderer,” 
recounted the story of 7th Circuit case United 
States v. D.F. as part of the school’s January term 
course Persuasion.

An experienced lecturer who taught at UVA for 
the first time, Strang co-taught the weeklong class 
with professors Robert Nelson Sayler and Molly 
Bishop Shadel. The class introduces students to 
oral advocacy, and includes the opportunity for stu-
dents to have their public speaking skills critiqued 
by the instructors.

Strang said storytelling is just as important in 
contract negotiations or mediation as it is in the 
courtroom. But for those students who may feel 
nervous about public speaking, he said, the knowl-
edge that they already know how to tell stories may 
help.

“You’ve been hearing stories since you needed 
one to go to sleep,” he said. “You’ve been telling 
stories since you first had social interactions when 
you could talk.”

—Eric Williamson

T
HE VIRGINIA LAW in Prison Project, which 
began two years ago, connects students 
with pro bono experiences and opportuni-
ties to learn about correctional practices 
and policy.

Students in the project have recently visited the 
Augusta Correctional Center to observe conditions 
and speak to administrators, heard from speakers 
such as former professor Andrew Block, now the 
director of the Virginia Department of Juvenile 
Justice, and participated in a prison pen-pal 
exchange as part of the National Lawyers Guild’s 
Student Week Against Mass Incarceration.

“I’ve really appreciated hearing the perspec-
tive of someone actually in prison, especially as it 
pertains to his views about how best to reform our 
broken system,” said third-year law student Claire 
Mitchell, who wrote to one of the 60 prisoners 
with whom law students corresponded.

The project was founded by Nina Goepfert ’17, 
who co-founded the Prison Justice Project while 
an undergraduate at Oberlin College.

While that project was focused on educat-
ing prisoners through classes taught by Oberlin 
professors, the project at Virginia Law is about 
educating future lawyers. In that regard, seeing 
and understanding how prisoners live is important, 
Goepfert said.

“I think a lot of law students ultimately will 
practice law that is related to incarceration,” she 
said. “Yet these facilities are so far away from our 
visual and personal experience.”

—Eric Williamson

UNDERSTANDING 
INCARCERATION TO 

MAKE BETTER 
LAWYERS

❱ COWAN FELLOWS 
traveled to Zambia over 
winter break.
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❱ DEIRDRE ENRIGHT ’92 and 
JENNIFER GIVENS lead the 
Innocence Project Clinic, right.

THE INNOCENCE PROJECT CLINIC AT UVA LAW wasn’t buying it, either. 
The argument is among numerous disputed elements of two 
high-profile cases the clinic says never added up. Now, recently 
uncovered evidence in both cases bolsters assertions that their 
clients are innocent, the clinic’s instructors say. The yearlong clinic 
gives students experience investigating and litigating wrongful 
convictions of inmates in Virginia.

In March, the clinic filed responses to the state’s motions to dismiss their petitions of 
habeas corpus on behalf of clients in the unrelated cases, Emerson Stevens and Messiah 
Johnson. 

Emerson Stevens was convicted in 1986 of abducting and murdering a mother of two, 
Mary Harding of Ottoman, then leaving her body weighted by chains and a cinder block 
in waters near the Rappahannock River.

But a box of potentially exculpatory case evidence, which was not previously disclosed to 
the defense, was discovered late last year at the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department and 
turned over to the clinic. The evidence included statements that conflict with—and would 
have impeached—court testimony, as well as information on additional viable suspects 
and indications of coercion on the part of the state’s chief investigator, the clinic alleges.

In one of the contradictions, an expert in marine science gave court testimony as to 
how Harding’s body could have traveled so far from where authorities theorized Stevens 
dumped it. (Stevens had a docked boat, but no boat lights, so authorities believed it was 
out of the question he could have traveled very far that night without running aground.) 

The expert “gave some speculative testimony about the tidal patterns, basically saying 
it was possible that the body could have traveled 2.5 miles a day, and the body was found 
four days after, so there’s your 10 miles,” said Jennifer L. Givens, the clinic’s legal director 
and co-instructor.

But the clinic found something contrary in the commonwealth’s file—a letter from 

TWO CASES THAT 
DIDN’T ADD UP

A MURDER VICTIM’S 
WEIGHTED-DOWN BODY 

DEFIES PHYSICS 
AND FLOATS 

10 MILES—UPSTREAM.

that same witness. 
“Between trials, the wit-

ness basically said to the 
commonwealth’s attorney, 
‘Are you sure you want me 
to testify again, because your 
detective characterized my 
testimony as ‘eyewash,’” Giv-
ens said.

A polite synonym would 
be “hogwash.”

Also uncovered in the 
recently disclosed papers 
were notes from the FBI that 
said the victim’s body was 
likely dumped only 500 to 
600 yards from where it was 
found, Givens said.

MESSIAH JOHNSON WAS CONVICTED 
in 1998 of taking part in the 
armed robbery of a hair salon 
in Norfolk. The clinic alleges 
Johnson was misidentified as 
one of the disguised men (“Rob-
ber No. 1”) as the result of poor 

police practices, mistaken eyewitnesses, 
prosecutorial misconduct and ineffective 
assistance of counsel. No physical evidence 
connected Johnson to the crime, and he 
had an alibi.

Since Johnson’s conviction, another man—
convicted of other similar robberies in the 
neighborhood during that time period, in-
cluding that same day—has stepped forward 
and claimed responsibility for the crime.

During a 2015 TEDx Charlottesville talk, 
Deirdre Enright ’92, the clinic’s director of 
investigation and its other instructor, told 
the story of how the more likely suspect was 
identified. Students in the clinic had tracked 
down the alternate suspect, now identified 
as Robert Humphries, through police reports 
and press clippings that matched with how 

the suspect operated.
The investigation led them to the prison 

where Humphries was housed. But they were 
only allowed 25 minutes to interview him.

“I had to walk into a room, shake hands 
and say, ‘Hi robber No. 1, my name is Deirdre, 
and this is a law student,” Enright said. “We 
don’t have much time here, and this is going 
to seem kind of rude, but I have a client, 
Messiah, he’s a real great guy. Said he didn’t 
do it, armed robbery, Ghent neighborhood, 
Norfolk, disguises, y’know—any of this?’ 
And he quickly cut me off and said, ‘Oh, that 
sounds like me!’”

Based on the confession, Enright and 
company later returned with an affidavit, 
and Humphries signed his confession

“He said, ‘Nobody should be in prison 
for something they didn’t do,’” Enright said.

—Eric Williamson

IN 
A 

SECOND 
DISPUTED 

CASE,
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T
IMOTHY LONGO SR., former 
chief of the Charlottesville 
Police Department, taught 
law students what to 
expect during the 
investigation and litigation 
of police use-of-force cases 

as part of a new two-week short course 
conducted earlier this semester.

Longo said he wanted to teach students, 
who may go on to work at a law firm repre-
senting either a plaintiff or a municipality 
and an involved officer, what unfolds “when 
a client walks in and says ‘something went 
terribly wrong.’”

He used two or three real cases that are not 
under protective order to illustrate points in 
his seminar-style class, called Understanding 
Police Use of Force: Investigation and Litiga-
tion Concepts.

“If you’re that lawyer who gets this set of 
facts, what are you thinking about?” Longo 
said. “Most people who look at these cases, 
whether you’re a law student or just a regular 
person who has never been exposed to the 
law, say, ‘My god, these cases are ugly.’ But 
even the ugliest of cases are defensible.”

Juries can be reluctant to punish officers 
when use-of-force cases arise. Police are au-
thorized to use force, if they feel themselves 
or others are threatened, under the Fourth 
Amendment.

Longo retired as chief in May after 15 years 
in the role, with only a few officer-involved in-
cidents during his tenure—and none that rose 
to the level of department-wide or national 
scrutiny. (“Call it a blessing, call it good fortune, 
call it what you will,” he said.)

He previously served 19 years with the 
Baltimore Police Department, where he rose 
to the rank of colonel.

Now as assistant professor and program di-
rector for public safety administration, Longo 
is helping the UVA School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies build a new master’s 
in public safety administration program, 
slated to launch in 2019. He also serves as a 
police practices expert who has appeared 
in court as a witness for both plaintiffs and 
defendants. In addition, he has been assisting 
in the monitoring of two settlement agree-

ments that resulted from Department of 
Justice pattern-and-practice investigations: 
U.S. v. City of Cleveland and U.S. v. Los Angeles 
County Sheriff ’s Department.

Longo, who holds a J.D. from the Univer-
sity of Baltimore, prides himself on being 
able to look at law enforcement issues from 
all sides.

“I’ve had plaintiff’s attorneys say, ‘How 
do you feel about doing this? You’ve been a 
cop your whole life. And now you’re sitting 
down before a jury on behalf a plaintiff who’s 
suing the police. How can you do that?” he 
said. “Well, this is about justice. And who 
would you rather have explaining policing to 
a jury?”

Even though he feels he’s objective, Longo 
said a benefit of the class is he can also hu-

DISCOVERY

manize an officer’s thought process, which 
often begins when dispatched. The assess-
ment of threat, and how an officer might 
have to respond, is tempered by the many 
possible consequences if his or her actions 
are questioned, Longo said. They include 
possible criminal prosecution, civil lawsuits 
and administrative actions, up to loss of 
employment.

“But then there’s this ‘court of public opin-
ion’ that moves much quicker than the other 
three, often with far less facts,” he said.

He noted that fatal shootings of police 
officers increased in the U.S. in 2016. He said 
that’s no doubt adding to the anxiety many 
officers feel when responding to calls. 

—Eric Williamson 

WHY I WENT TO 
LAW SCHOOL 

DISCOVERY

“I’M A FIRST-
GENERATION 

COLLEGE 
STUDENT

AS WELL AS 
LAW SCHOOL 

STUDENT. 
I’ve always 

wanted to be a 
lawyer—I’m going 

to do the best I can 
because I’m 

setting the 
legacy.… 

I’m a huge 
superhero fan. I’m 
going to channel my 
inner hero because 
I’m doing this for 
the greater good. I 
want to do public 
service for the 
purpose of 
protecting the 
public.”

MORE: 

humansofuvalaw.

tumblr.com

CHARLOTTESVILLE’S 
FORMER TOP COP 

EXPLORES USE OF FORCE 
IN NEW COURSE

JENNIFER LAMBERTH ’19 has owned 
an art and stationery business since 
she was 16. “Painting is something I 
have enjoyed throughout my life and 
find to be stress relieving during my 
1L semester,” she said.
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GROUNDEDSTAYING
THE SCHOOL’S LATEST MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT,  
the Karsh Student Services Center, has won an American 
School and University award in the category of 
Outstanding Designs: Renovation/Modernization, and was 
featured in the organization’s 2016 Architectural Portfolio.

Completed in 2012 and dedicated in 2013, the project 
redesigned student services offices in Slaughter Hall to 
include reception areas and expanded the space allotted 
to the Law School’s 18 clinics. The construction involved 
creating a two-story atrium that juts out into Purcell 
Garden. 

KARSH STUDENT SERVICES CENTER AWARDED FOR OUTSTANDING DESIGN

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
Transformation at the Law School

  

THIS YEAR MARKS THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
of the completion of construction on the David A. Harrison III 
Law Grounds project, which involved the creation of Caplin 
Pavilion, Spies Garden, Holcombe T. Green Lawn, Hunton & 
Williams Hall, and Clay Hall, the front façade of the Law School 
that connects Withers-Brown and Slaughter halls. 

Joining the 1970s homes of Darden and the Law 
School wasn’t easy. Philip Mills Herrington, a 
graduate of UVA’s doctoral program in history 
and author of a new book on the Law School’s 
buildings [see p. 22], said the two existing structures, 
which faced each other but not Massie Road, 
created “a really interesting design problem.”

“You want a building that tells the world that 
this is a nationally important law school, and you 
want something that revisits the history of the 
University and the Law School in a much more 
pronounced way than the 1970s buildings did,” 
Herrington said. “I think the architects did a 
fantastic job of solving that problem. I think 

overall the Law School finally felt it had a 
building that matched its sense of self as an 
institution. That was something it hadn’t had 
since it left Clark Hall.”

FROM THE 
ARCHIVES



18   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2017  SPRING 2017  UVA LAWYER   19

STAYING GROUNDEDSTAYING GROUNDED

 
PROSECUTION 
AWARD
 
Vijay Shanker ’99
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, 
CRIMINAL DIVISION, 
APPELLATE

SHANKER is an attorney in 
the Appellate Section of the 
Criminal Division at the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
who has briefed and argued 
numerous criminal appeals.

From June 2013 to Febru-
ary 2014, he served as acting 
deputy chief of staff and 
counselor to the assistant 
attorney general for the 
Criminal Division.

In addition to his regular 
duties, he is part of a litigat-
ing team in the case of Kha-
lid Shaikh Mohammad, who 
is accused of orchestrating 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror 
attacks.

“Mr. Shanker has 
secured dozens of appellate 
victories for the government, 
defending the convictions 
of violent carjackers and 
robbers, fraudsters and 
corrupt public officials, 
drug dealers, narcoterrorists 
and exploiters of children,” 
said DEE MARTIN ’01 in her 
nomination letter.

 
GOVERNMENT 
AWARD

Jennifer Ricketts ’88 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, 
CIVIL DIVISION, FEDERAL 
PROGRAMS

RICKETTS oversees an office 
of more than 100 attorneys 
as director of the Civil Divi-
sion of the Federal Program’s 
Branch of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. The branch 
defends against constitu-
tional challenges to federal 
statutes and lawsuits against 
government policies and 
decisions.

Her nominator, BRAD 

ROSENBERG ’99, said she 
ably oversees an expansive 
portfolio of high-profile 
cases, including defending 
against challenges to the 
Affordable Care Act.

“Through her work at the 
branch, Ms. Ricketts ensures 
that governmental interests 
are well-represented before 
district courts, thus ensuring 
that governmental policies 
can be implemented in the 
face of serious, precedent-
setting challenges,” Rosen-
berg said.

PUBLIC  
DEFENSE  
AWARD

Lt. Jacqueline 
Leonard ’11
U.S. NAVY 
JAG CORPS

LEONARD, a judge advocate 
general in the U.S. Navy, 
has rendered legal service, 
including pro bono help, to 
more than 400 active-duty 
and retired members of the 
armed forces.

Nominator BENJAMIN 

ALAN ROBLES ’09 said her 
work is highly regarded, 
and cited a writ petition on 
behalf of a client that she 
had to write on very short 
notice.

“She wrote so convinc-
ingly, the trial judge reversed 
himself despite the appellate 
court’s declining to hear the 
case,” Robles said.

LEGAL AID, 
NONPROFITS  
AWARD 

Robert E. Lee ’92 
VIRGINIA CAPITAL RESOURCE 
REPRESENTATION 
CENTER

As executive director of the 
Virginia Capital Resource 
Representation Center, LEE 
manages a team of attorneys 
who have saved the lives 
of numerous death row 
inmates—his mission for the 
last two decades.

His nominator, TERESA 

HEPLER ’17, said that Lee 
is known for his easy 
management style and his 
passionate and creative 
methods of humanizing his 
clients.

“Mr. Lee is always looking 
for novel ways to make an 
argument to the court, or 
finding a more provocative 
method to tell his clients’ 
stories to the public,” Hepler 
said.

HUMAN RIGHTS, 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
AWARD

Stephen Pevar ’71  
 
ACLU, 
RACIAL JUSTICE 
PROGRAM

PEVAR is a senior staff at-
torney with the American 
Civil Liberties Union who 
specializes in Indian rights 
and prisoners’ rights, free 
speech of public employees, 
and the separation of church 
and state. He began his ca-
reer as a staff attorney with 
South Dakota Legal Services 
on the Rosebud Sioux Indian 
Reservation.

He is also the author of 
the Oxford University Press 
book “The Rights of Indians 
and Tribes.”

KING GOLDEN ’71, who 
made the nomination, 
said “for over 40 years 
[Pevar] has continued 
a career devoted to the 
welfare of some of the most 
marginalized people in our 
country….”

T
HE “SHAPING JUSTICE” CONFERENCE brought 
students, alumni and public interest lawyers together 
Feb. 3-4 at the Law School to honor the 20th anniversary 
of the school’s Mortimer Caplin Public Service Center.

The center has helped students fulfill their pursuit of 
careers in the public interest and pro bono work since 
1996. The event was sponsored by the Program in Law 
and Public Service, the student-run Public Interest Law 

Association and numerous student organizations, in addition to the center.
“Since its creation, the Mortimer Caplin Public Service Center has 

grown by leaps and bounds to become one of the nation’s top public 
interest advising centers,” said Annie Kim ’99, assistant dean for public 
service and director of the center.

Kim said alumni have been major partners in making that happen.
“Our work wouldn’t be possible without the support we receive on 

a daily basis from our enormously loyal and accomplished alumni who 
give of themselves in so many ways to nurture the next generation of 
public service lawyers,” Kim said.

She also acknowledged Assistant Dean Kimberly Emery ’91, the Law 
School Foundation’s Chief Development Officer Jason Trujillo ’01, 
and [former center director] Yared Getachew ’98 for their leadership 
contributions.

At the conference, the Law School recognized six alumni with the 
inaugural Shaping Justice Awards (see sidebar).

Keynote speaker Robin Steinberg, founder and executive director of 
The Bronx Defenders, spoke about her experiences setting up a new prac-

tice in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
told law students to confront 
injustice wherever they see it.

“The ability to be a warrior 
for justice is not exclusive,” she 
said. “Not to any one person, 
perspective or cause.”

Other speakers and panel 
discussions explored subjects 
that bridge legal work and 
social justice, such as afford-
able housing development, 
the environment, women in 
the criminal justice system 
and aid for victims of domestic 
violence. Additionally, the con-
ference offered workshops and 
networking sessions providing 
practical information for future 
public interest lawyers.

—Alec Sieber and 
Eric Williamson

❱ SIX ALUMNI were honored for their career contributions to law and public service. They 
are STEPHEN PEVAR ’71, VIJAY SHANKER ’99, JAMES HINGELEY ’76, ROBERT LEE ’92, 
JENNIFER RICKETTS ’88 and U.S. NAVY LT. JACQUELINE LEONARD ’11.

LIFETIME ACHIEVENT AWARD

James Hingeley ’76  
➣

“Our work wouldn’t 
be possible without 

the support we 
receive on a daily 

basis from our 
enormously loyal 

and accomplished 
alumni who give 
of themselves in 

so many ways 
to nurture the 

next generation 
of public service 

lawyers.” 

—Annie Kim ’99 
ASSISTANT DEAN FOR 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
AND DIRECTOR OF 

THE MORTIMER 
CAPLIN PUBLIC 

SERVICE CENTER

‘SHAPING JUSTICE’ 
PAYS TRIBUTE 

TO PUBLIC
SERVICE
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W
HEN JAMES HINGELEY ’76 completed a judicial 
clerkship for the West Virginia Supreme Court in 
1978 after graduating from the Law School, glit-
tering possibilities lay before him.

Hingeley, who attended Harvard University as an 
undergraduate, had opportunities at major national 
law firms in New York City; he could have followed 

the typical path for someone with his credentials. Instead, he returned 
to Virginia and spent much of his career defending the indigent, starting 
two public defender offices, first in Lynchburg and then in Charlottesville.

He said the simplest of desires motivated him throughout his career: 
to stand alongside people who need help. Experience taught him that 
he could serve his clients the most when he was able to influence what 
happens after conviction. “Good sentencing advocacy helps people who 
are in trouble get back on track in their lives,” Hingeley said, providing a 
benefit not only to individual defendants but to the community.

The first public defender’s office Hingeley started was in Lynchburg, 
in 1991, after 15 years at a small general practice firm in Charlottesville. 
Virginia’s Public Defender Commission selected Hingeley as head public 
defender and let him build the office from the ground up. “I started in 
a rented room with a card table and two chairs,” he said. The work of 
staffing and running an office was “icing on the cake,” Hingeley added. 
“I could establish a culture that cared about high standards and cared 
about the people we represented.”

In Lynchburg, Hingeley defended three capital cases, which he said 
are difficult because of their complexity and the strong feelings they 
generate in communities. With capital murder cases, he said, “any case 
you can work out is a win. You try to get it resolved on a plea that doesn’t 
result in a death sentence.” One of Hingeley’s capital cases went through 
to trial and sentencing in 1993. His client, Steven Brice, was given a life 

sentence. “A local paper wrote an editorial condemning the outcome as 
not being severe enough,” Hingeley said. “But it comes with the territory. 
I was in it to do my best work, and to have saved a person’s life.”

In Charlottesville, where Hingeley opened a public defender’s office 
for the city and Albemarle County in 1998, he took on one more capital 
case (which ended in a plea). Most of his cases, however, were for much 
smaller offenses, and many of his clients, he acknowledged, were found 
guilty. “The question is, ‘What do you do about it?’” he asked.

When indigent clients have to make restitution, yet also draw jail time, 
Hingeley said, it creates a catch-22 that traps them in the system—if not 
sooner, then later as repeat offenders. Hingeley’s office, in partnership 
with the sheriff’s office, helped develop an inmate work program to help 
convicted offenders get out of that spiral.

Hingeley said the criminal justice community in Charlottesville and 
Albemarle is uncommonly successful in working together. In 2007, he 
and others representing the region’s court and mental health systems 
adopted the crisis intervention team model, a program for helping police 
deal more effectively with citizens in the midst of mental health crises. 
In 2010, the region secured one of just seven national grants for a pilot 
Justice Department program focused on evidence-based decision-making. 
“It was a very competitive selection process,” Hingeley said, “and the 
reason we were selected is that we’d already established this kind of 
collaborative tradition.”

Hingeley has received plenty of accolades over the years, and he has 
won praise for his soft-spoken style. “He’s an amazing advocate for his 
clients, but also a very gentle and kind human being,” Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Nina-Alice Antony (College ’07) said. “He invites 
you to be on friendly terms.”

Kindness and friendliness seem counterintuitive to the adversarial 
world of criminal justice. Hingeley said that sometimes people ask him 
how he can represent murderers. The unlikable clients are the excep-
tions, he tells them. Most of his clients, he genuinely likes. More than 
anything, helping them is what kept him doing this work.

“The vast majority are good people who’ve just gotten in some trouble,” 
he said. “With a little bit of help, they could put their lives back together 
and be good citizens.”

—Matthew Dewald
Reprinted from Virginia Magazine

❱ JAMES HINGELEY ’76, recipient of the SHAPING JUSTICE AWARD 
FOR LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT IN PUBLIC SERVICE, established two 
public defenders’ offices.

❱ PROFESSOR J.H. “RIP” VERKERKE, far right, 
walks with UVA students along a historic route 
under consideration to become an educational trail.

O
N A SUNNY WINTER MORNING, law students follow 
a path on the immaculate grounds of Morven Farm. 
The trail, paved at their starting point, extends through 
agricultural plots and rolling hills, but returns to its 
natural state as it crosses into neighboring properties.

Many years ago, Native American hunters, slaves 
and U.S presidents all trod the same route.

A new Law School class offered this spring, Conservation Planning 
and Law, is asking students to study the legal needs of Morven Farm, 
Monticello and other properties in this historic corridor near Char-
lottesville in hopes of knitting 
together a six-mile stretch of land 
that can be utilized—legally and 
seamlessly—as an educational trail.

The students will provide legal 
research and analysis to the Uni-
versity working group exploring 
the possibility of establishing and 
curating a Morven trail.

“We’re just trying to inform, from our expertise, the planning and 
strategizing,” Professor Jonathan Z. Cannon told students in their first 
meeting with Stewart Gamage, a member of the working group and 
Morven’s program director.

Cannon, who directs the Law School’s Environmental and Land Use 
Law Program, is teaching the class with Professor J.H. “Rip” Verkerke, 
an expert in contract law and a board member of the Rivanna Trails 
Foundation.

Over the course of the three-credit seminar, students will have the 
opportunity to research issues of public use, access and liability; learn 
about property instruments used in the creation of conservation sites; and 

investigate the legal and institutional means by which natural and cultural 
sites are recognized and protected. The law seminar is being conducted 
in coordination with a seminar offered by the Planning Department of 
UVA’s School of Architecture.

The end goal—which may not be reached for years—is that all legal 
obstacles to connecting Morven with President James Monroe’s Ash 
Lawn–Highland estate and President Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello 

estate, as well as potentially other Charlottesville-area properties, be 
addressed.

“It’s a great case study,” Gamage said. “Local zoning, donor gift agree-
ments, preservation of the cultural historic landscape property access 
and legal liability—all play a role in the location and development of a 
future trail.”

The University of Virginia Foundation, which owns Morven, recently 
received a $35,000 planning grant from the Dominion Foundation, the 
charitable arm of Dominion Resources, to investigate the potential trail. 
The farm was a donation from late billionaire philanthropist John W. Kluge.

—Eric Williamson

NEW CLASS AIMS TO HELP CREATE AN EDUCATIONAL TRAIL  
CONNECTING MONTICELLO WITH OTHER HISTORIC PROPERTIESTHE 

DEFENSE
RESTS Walking Through 

History 
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A
NEW BOOK TELLS THE STORY of the Law 
School through its buildings, one by one, while 
making no attempt to put a fig leaf on history.

“The Law School at the University of Virginia: 
Architectural Expansion in the Realm of Thomas 
Jefferson,” is published by the University of Vir-
ginia Press and was spearheaded by the Arthur 
J. Morris Law Library.

“I was worried it would be tremendously boring,” 
confessed author Philip Mills Herrington in recalling his first discussion 
on the book with Library Director Taylor Fitchett, who came up with the 
idea. Herrington, now a James Madison University professor, began work 
on the project while doing postdoctoral research for the library. He earned 
his Ph.D. in history at UVA and has a master’s in historic preservation.

“At the University of Virginia all the attention goes to the Rotunda and 
the Academical Village,” he said. “That makes a lot of sense. What other 
campus in the United States was designed by a founding father? I really 
didn’t know a lot about the individual law buildings, but as I researched 
them, together they told a very compelling story.”

One story the book tells is how the Law School’s relatively modest 
former home, Minor Hall, made way for a major upgrade—the more 
opulent and artistically controversial Clark Memorial Hall. The building 
would open as the new School of Law in 1932. 

The Law School originally had several homes in the Academical 
Village, the last being the Rotunda’s basement, a renovated space after 

the fire of 1895. The move to Minor Hall marked a departure from the 
village concept. But after 20 years, Minor Hall had run out of room for 
its burgeoning law student population. 

“They built a great building for 1911,” Herrington said.
Dean William Minor Lile, who served from 1904 to 1932 as the Law 

School’s first dean, hoped to build something grander, perhaps in the 
tradition of Virginia’s Ivy League peers. 

Lile and University President Edwin A. Alderman saw an opportu-
nity in Lile’s former student William A. Clark Jr., an 1899 graduate and 
wealthy attorney living in Los Angeles. Clark wanted to give back to his 
school, and to do so in memory of his late wife, Mabel. The initial talks 
involved an addition to the existing law building.

“Then Lile and Alderman got to thinking about it: They wondered 
if they could get enough money for an all-new building, rather than an 
addition,” Herrington said. “So they’re very sneaky. They gave him two 
architectural renderings. One was for an addition to a Minor Hall and 
one was for a new building.”

Clark went with the new, which ultimately would be expansive, have 
enhanced amenities and include a marbled central hall with skylights. The 
building was to be designed by the University’s Architectural Commission.

But the metaphorical blank canvas meant allowing Clark more room 
to fill in the fine details. 

“Clark was kind of an eccentric person, and he liked the decorative 
arts,” Herrington said. “Part of the deal was the Law School would have 
big murals in it.”

Clark chose Allyn Cox, a second-generation muralist in the Beaux-
Arts tradition who had created paintings for Clark’s personal library. 
Because the architecture of the new law building was in classical style, 
Cox utilized scenes with nude and partially clothed figures in the two 
main murals. The more blatant was the trial scene from Homer’s “Iliad.” 
That scene joined the second mural, Moses presenting the Ten Com-
mandments, to commemorate the origins of law and complement the 
architects’ grand scheme.

“People thought they were going to be historical murals that had a 
specific connection to Virginia,” Herrington said. “Thus when the murals 
went up in 1934, everyone was a bit surprised by the content.”

Herrington said what followed were some “funny exchanges” be-
tween Cox and Alderman’s successor, John Lloyd Newcomb, as they 
each tried to walk the fine line between pleasing their benefactor and 
the University community. 

In one letter, Cox sought to confirm if fig leaves needed to be added 
before locking in the paintings with a coat of varnish.

“We hear less complaints about the nudes as time goes on,” replied 
Newcomb, giving his blessing. The president, faculty and State Art 
Commission raised no objections, allowing the subjects in question to 
remain au naturel.

The faculty, at least, may have later regretted the concession. Her-
rington noted that law professors on at least one occasion passed the 
Homeric scene, featuring abundant male nudity, to see their faces pasted 
over the visages.

Herrington noted that the dominance of this scene at the center of 
the Law School, given the time period, “really gendered the space and 
said it’s a space for men.” 

Over time, people tended to either love the murals or hate them. (Dean 
Hardy Cross Dillard referred to them as “those God-awful murals.”) By 
the 1970s, however, the Law School simply sought a building that was 
more forward-thinking in its style, Herrington said. So when the school 
moved to North Grounds in the 1970s, “nobody seriously thought about 
moving the murals over.” 

But there were still some people who missed them. In 2008, the Law 
School installed a mini-mural that reproduced the images—at the back of 
the school and in much smaller form—as a nod to history and nostalgia, 
courtesy of alumnus John D. Fowler ’55.  

These days, Clark Hall still houses the murals, along with the Univer-
sity’s Department of Environmental Sciences and the Charles L. Brown 
Science and Engineering Library. The building was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2008.

Herrington’s book is dedicated to the Law School’s alumni. “Their 
donations built our walls, our character and our reputation,” writes 
editor Loren S. Moulds, the Law School’s digital and special collections 
librarian, in the foreword.

The Untold 200-Year  History of UVA Law’s Architecture

NEW BOOK REVEALS STORY OF LAW SCHOOL THROUGH EVOLUTION OF BUILDINGS— 
AND THE INFAMOUS CLARK HALL MURALS

❱ CLARK MEMORIAL HALL 
was the Law School’s home 
from 1932-73.

❱ THE FORMAL “LAST TANGO IN MURAL 
HALL” in May 1974 featured a nine-piece 
band and MURALIST ALLYN COX as the 
Law School’s guest of honor.

❱ ONE OF THE CLARK HALL MURALS represents 
the civil law, and is a depiction of the trial featured in 
drawings on Achilles’ shield in HOMER’S “ILIAD.”
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CHARTING A COURSE IN HIGHER ED 
5 LEADERS  5 SCHOLARS  5 WAYS THEY GOT THERE

 D
URING THE IMPASSIONED STUDENT DISCUSSIONS in Purcell 
Reading Room, you don’t hear cries of “fascist!” or 
“snowflake!” Nobody’s hurling accusations. This, 
after all, is a law school—one with a well-earned 
reputation for collegiality. 

But that doesn’t mean students’ opinions don’t 
reflect the deep political divide felt across the country. 

About 60 ideologically diverse Law School students participating in 
a new organization, called Common Law Grounds, work through the 
scenarios in small groups as professors of differing political stripes sit 
in to moderate. One hypothetical focuses on the national debt, while 
another is about a couple debating a geographic move. Issues of race, 
gender, economics, power and pride crop up—with all of the discussions 
for the session centered on the topic of compromise. 

The goal of the student-faculty effort really isn’t to compromise, 
though. Its purpose is to understand diverging points of view as a first 
step toward finding common ground.

“Especially since this election season, it seems more important than 
ever to focus on the lack of discourse and ever-growing divide between 
people on different ends of the political spectrum—not because we need 
compromise, but because we need to be willing to listen to each other if 
we hope to move forward together,” said Megan Keenan ’18, the group’s 
new president. 

Common Law Grounds is the brainchild of Professor Deborah Hell-
man. Even before the outcome of the election, she knew she wanted to do 
something to help students understand each other’s deeply held beliefs.

“I started to think about an organization that could allow people to talk 
across the aisle about important and controversial issues,” Hellman said.

UVA Law, by tradition, already trains students to understand opposing 
sides in order to hone arguments and look for a win-win. But what about 

when students are representing their own views?
“I think UVA Law School is uniquely well positioned to begin such 

an endeavor, because we have a politically diverse student body and 
faculty,” Hellman said.

The fledgling organization recently elected its five board members, 
who will add two board-appointed positions, and is planning a kickoff 
event for the fall to officially launch Common Law Grounds. The event 
will focus on the media, which many people blame for fueling the prob-
lem of political silos. 

“We no longer want to hear what the other side has to say because 
we automatically discount them as morally evil or stupid,” said Robert 
Smith ’18, a group member who advised Hellman as she formed the 
organization. “But such knee-jerk reactions threaten our democracy, 
which depends on civil and rational discourse.” 

Keenan said even though the group is about conversation, it won’t 
be all talk.

“It’s good to recognize and talk about the shortcomings of operating 
within liberal and conservative ‘bubbles,’” Keenan said. “But in Common 
Law Grounds, we think it’s better to do something about it.” 

—Eric Williamson 

NEW STUDENT GROUP ‘COMMON LAW GROUNDS’  
SEEKS TO PROMOTE CIVIL DIALOGUE TO BRIDGE PARTISAN DIVIDE

Agreeing 
to Disagree 

❱ ROBERT SMITH ’18 makes a point in a small group moderated by Professor DEBORAH HELLMAN, 
far left, as CATHERINE THOMPSON ’18 looks on. They discuss hypotheticals written by Hellman and 
Common Law Grounds member KARL LOCKHART ’18.
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SOME PEOPLE stepping down from a cabinet-level post 
in the federal government—no less the demanding job of secretary 

of Homeland Security—might call it a day. Instead, Janet 
Napolitano became the first woman to head the University of 

California, which boasts 10 campuses, more than 260,000 
students, five medical centers, three affiliated national 

laboratories, a statewide agriculture and natural resources 
program, and an annual operating budget of $28.5 billion.

Napolitano has tackled some of the most challenging issues 
facing higher education since she took office at UC in September 
2013, and in many respects has led the charge. She engineered an 

overhaul of the university’s policies on sexual violence, sexual 
assault and sexual harassment to ensure that members of the UC 

community feel safe and respected; launched initiatives to identify 
ways to feed the world’s population and seek solutions to climate 

change, setting a deadline of 2025 to make UC the first research 
university system to achieve carbon neutrality in its operations; 

invested in programs and infrastructure to speed up the transfer of 
basic research from the laboratory to society and the marketplace; 

and stabilized funding for the university while ensuring that 
financial aid fully covers the tuition of 57 percent of California 

undergraduates.
Napolitano is used to breaking ground. She was the first woman 

to serve as attorney general of Arizona (1999-2003) and the first to 
be secretary of Homeland Security (2009-13). Immediately before 

her cabinet post, she served as governor of 

Arizona (2003-09). Before 
taking elected office, she served for 

four years as U.S. attorney for the 
District of Arizona. Throughout, 

she made time to visit UVA 
Law repeatedly to pass on her 

experiences to students. In 2010 
she returned to speak about public 
service while being honored with 
the Thomas Jefferson Foundation 

Medal in Law. The medals are 
the highest external honor the 

University gives.
Napolitano, the Law School’s 

commencement speaker in 2007, 
told graduates it would be up 

to them to figure out where to 
alter the law and where to leave 

it alone. “Never forget that being 
an attorney is not just a job, it is a 

calling—it is a way of life,” she said.

INSIDER

University of California 
President JANET NAPOLITANO ’83 Rises to Support 

Undocumented Students

THE CHAMPION

WHEN Janet Napolitano was 
named president of the University 
of California in the fall of 2013, she 
immediately became the target of 
criticism and even protests because 
of her previous role as secretary of 
Homeland Security, where she oversaw 
enforcement of immigration laws.

However, to those familiar with 
President Napolitano’s record in public 
service, it is no surprise that one of 
her first meetings as UC president was 
with undocumented students. 

Unbeknownst to many of these 
students, she had advocated persis-

tently for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, both as governor of the 
border state of Arizona and Homeland 
Security secretary. She had designed 
and implemented Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals, the directive 
known as DACA, which has allowed 
three-quarters of a million young 
people to work and attend college 
without fear of deportation.

Today, President Napolitano is a 
recognized champion of undocument-
ed students.

As chair of the UC Board of Regents 
for the past two years, I have worked 

closely with her as she has taken on 
these critical issues.

She didn’t just meet with undocu-
mented students. One of her first ac-
tions, in October of 2013, was to allo-
cate $5 million for services supporting 
undocumented students. A year later, 
the Office of the President and UC 
Davis School of Law Immigration Law 
Clinic launched the Undocumented 
Student Legal Services Center to make 
legal services available throughout the 
10 UC campuses.

Last year, she earmarked $8.4 
million over three years for a loan 

program, student services and legal 
services for undocumented students, 
estimated to number 3,800.

And this year, President Napolitano 
and all 10 UC chancellors affirmed 
that they would continue to support 
undocumented students at UC’s 
campuses. 

There are many other challenges 
President Napolitano has taken on, but 
what she has done to support and pro-
tect undocumented students clearly 
illustrates her strong and decisive 
leadership style—and her values of 
inclusion and opportunity for all.

PROMOTING INCLUSION AND OPPORTUNITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION
by MONICA LOZANO, chair of the University of California Board of Regents
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INSIDER

TAYLOR REVELEY ’68 Helped Transform 
William & Mary’s Law School, 

Then the Entire College

THE TRANSFORMER

I FIRST encountered Taylor 
Reveley when, as the UVA Law dean, I 
went to visit him in Richmond in 1993 
to seek his help in raising a significant 
gift for our new law grounds project 
from Law School graduates who 
were members of his firm, Hunton 
& Williams. At the time, Taylor 
had recently stepped down as the 
managing partner of the firm, having 
been named to that position at the 
age of 38. What struck me then, as 
he willingly volunteered to help our 
efforts, and as is most apparent even 
after a short conversation with Taylor, 
is that he is exceptionally smart but 
never lets you know that he knows this 
is true.  

Taylor and I came to know each 
other better when he was named dean 
of the William & Mary Law School in 
1998. We had recently reached an 
informal agreement with the central 
University at Virginia on a new eco-
nomic model for the Law School, one 
that gave the school more autonomy 
over its own affairs and permitted in-
creases in in-state tuition in exchange 
for a commitment to share some of 
the increased tuition revenues with the 
central University. Taylor was intrigued 
and immediately worked his magic 
in creating a similar arrangement at 
William & Mary, thereby providing his 
law school a major financial boost that 
led quickly to significant enhancement 

in student and faculty quality and, in 
short order, in national reputation.

In 2008, Taylor was named the 
president of William & Mary following 
the resignation of Gene Nichol. For the 
next eight years, as a member of the 
William & Mary Board of Visitors, I had 
the great pleasure to watch Presi-
dent Reveley in action, up close and 
personal. Taylor drove his diverse con-
stituency of students, faculty, alumni 
and board members toward a single 
objective—restoring William & Mary’s 
proper place as the “alma mater of the 
nation.” This goal required instilling a 
sense of pride that was all too lacking 
in the alumni population, encouraging 
higher levels of productivity from the 

faculty, and spearheading the drive to 
enact the William & Mary Promise that 
permitted dramatic increases in faculty 
salaries while maintaining affordable 
educational opportunities for middle-
class residents of the commonwealth. 
Throughout this period, even while 
calmly weathering all the crises at-
tendant on his job, Taylor maintained 
his unwavering focus on enhancing 
the educational quality and national 
reputation of William & Mary. It is no 
accident that he is universally beloved 
by all of those constituencies that he 
has led through these past eight years.

IN 2008, Taylor Reveley was sworn in as the 27th president 
of the College of William & Mary, the second-oldest university in the 

nation. Though he was a lawyer for many years at Hunton & Williams 
in Richmond—nine of them as managing partner—you might say 

higher education was in his blood. His father, W. Taylor Reveley II, was 
president of Hampden-Sydney College from 1963-77, and his oldest 

son, W. Taylor Reveley IV ’02, was appointed president of Longwood 
University in 2013.

Reveley graduated from Princeton University before studying law, 
and clerked for U.S. Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan Jr. after 

law school. As a lawyer at Hunton & Williams, Reveley worked on en-
ergy matters, especially those involving commercial nuclear power. He 
served as dean of the William & Mary Marshall-Wythe School of Law, 

the oldest law school in America, 
from 1998-2008. His scholarship has 
focused on the war powers between 

the president and Congress.
Reveley’s presidency at William & 

Mary has concentrated on building 
a sustainable financial foundation 
for the public ivy. His launch of a 

strategic planning effort soon after 
he took office revolutionized how 

the university approached long-term 
planning, as well as its vision and 

direction. Under his leadership, the 
school has set records in fundraising, 

even during the U.S. financial crisis.

‘UNWAVERING FOCUS’ 
by ROBERT E. SCOTT, Alfred McCormack Professor of Law and director of 

the Center on Contract and Economic Organization at Columbia Law School, 
and ninth dean of UVA Law
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THE MOTIVATOR

INSIDER

IT WAS NO SURPRISE to the Stanford Law 
School community when the university recently announced it had 

renewed Dean Elizabeth Magill’s contract for 
another five years.

Magill hired  17 faculty in four years at Stanford to help bolster 
its ranks in the face of a coming wave of retirements 

that many schools are facing. 
She established an innovative Law and Policy Lab, a set of 

classes allowing students to better understand policymaking by 
tackling real-life policy challenges for actual clients. Since the lab 
began in 2013, the school has offered more than 20 policy practi-

cums each year where students work closely with faculty on issues 
such as international security, crime and policing, 

and net neutrality, among others.
Another curricular innovation, the Global Initiative, established 

a foundational course, Going Global: Advising Clients in a Global 
Economy, along with classes that have an overseas component, 
taking students and faculty to China, Latin America, India and 
Europe. The program also increased coverage of transnational 

legal issues in existing courses through the use of case studies and 
by hosting visiting professors from other countries. 

Magill, a scholar in administrative law and constitutional 
structure, received her undergraduate degree in history from Yale 

University, then worked as a senior legislative assistant for 

energy and natural resources for U.S. 
Sen. Kent Conrad, who represented her 

home state of North Dakota. She left 
Capitol Hill to go to law school at UVA, 
where she was an articles development 

editor of the Virginia Law Review and 
received several awards. After graduating 
in 1995, Magill clerked for Judge J. Harvie 
Wilkinson III ’72 of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Fourth Circuit and then for 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg.
As a faculty member at Virginia, Magill 

was the vice dean from 2009-12, the 
Joseph Weintraub–Bank of America 

Distinguished Professor of Law, and the 
Elizabeth D. and Richard A. Merrill Pro-

fessor. She joined Stanford in 2012.

Stanford Law School Dean M. ELIZABETH MAGILL ’95
Has Made Her Mark by Getting Things Done

IT has been my great fortune to 
have been a colleague and friend of 
Liz Magill over the past two decades, 
beginning at Virginia in the 1990s 
and now at Stanford. She has been 
an extraordinarily successful dean at 
Stanford, guiding the law school to 
exceptional progress on many fronts, 
in challenging and transformational 
times for both university campuses 
and the legal profession. Her style 
of leadership is exemplary: She 
uniquely combines efficient and 
effective decision-making with a 
genuine personal touch that inspires 
admiration, loyalty and affection 
among her faculty, staff, students and 
alumni. 

While the thematic objectives of 
law schools are fairly uniform across 
our peers—building a diverse and 
inclusive community, promoting 

multidisciplinary and policy-relevant 
research and study, and increasing 
the global dimension in legal 
education—Liz has been responsible 
for the singularly concrete advances 
that Stanford has achieved since she 
became dean in 2012. She identified 
and focused on goals that were both 
ambitious and realizable, assembled 
the financial and human resources 
needed to succeed, and inspired teams 
of faculty and staff to design, test and 
improve on prototypes. As a result, 
Stanford Law now has a wide variety 
of best-in-class policy practicums 
that bring together students from law 
and other disciplines, an innovative 
and foundational cross-border law 
course called Going Global, rigorous 
overseas study offerings and a range 
of programmatic initiatives focusing 
on the urgent issues of policing and 

race (to name just a few).
Liz is a very highly respected and 

key player in university governance 
at Stanford. She understands and is 
committed to realizing the potential 
contributions that the law school can 
make in the university. This makes her 
perfectly suited to the Stanford way 
of cross-disciplinary partnerships. To 
Liz, the challenges and opportunities 
of the law school are those of the 
university, and vice-versa. The law 
school has only been strengthened by 
this perspective in her leadership.

The vibrancy and remarkably strong 
morale at the law school are also 
due to Liz’s phenomenal record of 
recruitment of new faculty. A quarter 
of our faculty has been hired over the 
past four-and-a-half years that Liz has 
been dean. In most of these cases, the 
new faculty were highly sought after 

by Stanford’s peers among the very 
top law schools. They are individuals 
who are drawn by the energy of the 
law school and university and who, in 
turn, have vitalized the intellectual and 
collegial life of the school. 

People are Liz’s top priority; not 
only because they constitute the 
core asset of the law school, but 
also because she truly cares about 
the welfare and professional growth 
of each of her faculty and staff. Liz 
devotes much time to in-person 
contact with students, and they know 
that they have direct access to her 
if they need it. Liz instinctively and 
genuinely attributes the law school’s 
successes to all her team—faculty, 
staff, students and alumni—just as we 
all know that Liz’s leadership is key to 
the law school’s continued prosperity.

AN EXEMPLARY LAW SCHOOL DEAN AND UNIVERSITY LEADER 
by GEORGE TRIANTIS LL.M. ’86, Charles J. Meyers Professor of Law, Stanford Law School
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INSIDER

Through Deanships at George Washington and Wake 
Forest Law Schools, BLAKE MORANT ’78 Offers Wisdom

THE DIPLOMAT
DEAN Blake Morant is one 
of the truly outstanding leaders 
in legal education today. He not 
only understands how to guide law 
faculty and staff in improving the 
quality of their institutions, he has 
an extraordinary ability to relate 
to everyone he encounters, from 
university presidents and Supreme 
Court justices, to students and staff. I 
am deeply grateful for the opportunity 
I have had to work with him and for 
all I have learned from watching his 
extraordinary leadership abilities.

Blake became president-elect of the 
Association of American Law Schools 
in January 2014. I became executive 
director that February, so was very 
new in the job. Blake proposed that he 
would come up to Washington (he was 
then dean at Wake Forest) in March to 
have an informal lunch with the entire 
AALS staff. No other president-elect 

had ever made that effort. The staff 
works very hard to support the work 
of the association officers, but in the 
past, most staff never even met the 
president or president-elect, much 
less had the opportunity to have lunch 
together. Blake used the lunch to 
talk candidly about his own personal 
journey, first to law school and, later, 
to becoming a law professor and 
dean. For most staff fortunate enough 
to be at the lunch, his talk not only 
taught them about Blake the man, 
but provided great insight into what 
law schools are like, both for students 
and for faculty. Blake also made time 
to thank each person individually for 
their work for the association. It was 
vintage Blake. He has the wisdom 
to reach out to the people who are 
too often taken for granted, and to 
connect with them by being open 
about his own experiences. It was a 

pivotal moment for the association 
too. Ever since, every president-elect 
has followed Blake’s great example 
of meeting with the entire staff.

During Blake’s year as president, 
the AALS realized that there are no 
data to explain why there has been a 
drop of more than 37 percent in the 
national applicant pool to law schools 
over the past five years. There are 
lots of theories about the drop, but 
no data. Conducting a national survey 
and focus groups would cost more 
than the association could afford, so 
it was necessary to persuade other 
nonprofits to join the project. That 
December, Blake and I flew across the 
country to meet with the board of one 
organization. After our presentation, 
they met in executive session until 
the end of the day, when we were 
told their answer was no. We were 
both very discouraged, but again, I 

learned from Blake’s good judgment. 
He made sure we thanked the board 
members for their consideration, 
and after returning home, Blake sent 
a detailed and very warm letter in 
which he thanked the board of the 
association and said how much he 
looked forward to working with them 
on future projects. To my surprise, 
within two months of receiving the 
letter, the president of the group 
reached out and encouraged AALS 
to resubmit the proposal with a few 
modifications. That May, the board 
approved a major grant in support 
of the Before the JD project. 

This continues to be a challenging 
time for legal education, but 
with Blake Morant as a guide, 
I am optimistic that we will 
meet the challenges ahead. 

BLAKE MORANT ’78 has led the legal academy 
not once, not twice, but three times in major roles. Now the dean 

of the George Washington School of Law, Morant previously 
served as dean of Wake Forest University School of Law for seven 

years and as president of the Association of American Law 
Schools, a one-year term, in 2015.

Morant, who assumed his role at GW Law in September 2014, is 
the first African-American dean of the top-25 law school.

Morant is one of the nation’s best known and respected legal 
educators and scholars, and a tireless advocate for students. 

Among his many professional honors, he ranked sixth this year on 
The National Jurist magazine’s annual list of the Top 25 Most 

Influential People in Legal Education (and has been included on 
the list for the past four years). He also received the Chief Justice 

John Marshall Lifetime Achievement Award in 2012 from the 
Judge Advocates Association.

For many years, Morant has shared his talents on the national 
stage and abroad, serving in numerous leadership positions at the 

AALS and the American Bar Association, and lecturing around the 
world on issues affecting legal education. 

In 2010, Morant earned the 
Equal Justice Works’ John R. 

Kramer Outstanding Law School 
Dean Award while leading Wake 
Forest. During his deanship, the 

law school became a leader in 
public service, establishing clinics, 

externships and pro bono 
opportunities to serve local 

communities and provide students 
with field experience. 

REFLECTIONS ON AN ‘EXTRAORDINARY LEADER’
by JUDITH AREEN, Executive Director of the Association of American Law Schools, Emeritus 

Professor of Law, Georgetown University
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JIM RYAN ’92, dean of the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, has become famous in recent years for his honest and 

poignant speeches that speak not only to the heart of the 
educational mission, but to the heart, period.

After earning his undergraduate degree at Yale, Ryan attended 
UVA Law on full scholarship and graduated first in his class. 

He then clerked for U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist before working as a public interest lawyer, then joining 

the Virginia faculty. At the Law School he served as academic as-
sociate dean from 2005-09 and founded and directed the school’s 

Program in Law and Public Service. While at Virginia, Ryan also 
received an All-University Teaching Award, an Outstanding 

Faculty Award from the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, and several awards for his scholarship. Ryan is co-author 

of the textbook “Educational Policy and the Law,” the author of 
“Five Miles Away, A World Apart,” and the author of “Wait, What? 

And Life’s Other Essential Questions,” available in April.
Ryan’s tally of accomplishments after joining Harvard in 2013 

shows he’s a man of action, too. He has focused on increasing the 
strength and diversity of the graduate school’s faculty with the 

hire of 18 new faculty members across a wide variety of fields and 
disciplines. As part of a $250 million capital campaign, he helped 

raise the largest gift in school history for the Zaentz Initiative, a 
new research and capacity-building initiative in early childhood 

education. In 2014, he helped launch the Harvard Teacher Fel-
lows program, a new pathway into teaching careers for Harvard 

College seniors, and Usable Knowledge, a website that translates 
education research into helpful information for educators, parents, 

policymakers and journalists. Ryan also oversaw the creation of a 
new online certificate program for high-level education leaders 

and helped guide the growth in professional education programs 
at the school, including Scaling for Impact, which helps education 

entrepreneurs bring good ideas to scale.

“I would urge you to resist the 
temptation to have answers 

at the ready and to spend 
more time thinking about 
the right questions to ask. 

The simple truth is that 
an answer can only be as good 

as the question asked.”

—Jim Ryan, speaking at the 
2016 graduation ceremony of the 

Harvard Graduate School 
of Education. 

CLASS NOTESINSIDER

Harvard’s JIM RYAN ’92   Connects With Students and 
Alumni Through Words and Actions

THE INSPIRER

“LEARN to Change the 
World.” This is the motto that Dean 
Jim Ryan devised for the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education’s 
fundraising campaign soon after he 
arrived in 2013. “That simple, five-word 
phrase,” Jim said, “goes a long way 
toward conveying our central beliefs 
and aspirations.” It is also a phrase that 
captures the trajectory of Jim’s own 
life and his deepest commitments. 

As a first-generation college student 
who received financial aid, Jim was 
transformed by his undergraduate 
years at Yale. He has devoted himself 
ever since to enabling others to have 
access to similar opportunities to 
improve their own lives and the wider 
world. In the highly contested field 
of education, Jim is about “usable 
knowledge,” about what works, about 
finding the evidence for practices 

and policies that create educational 
leaders, close achievement gaps, 
improve student performance, 
translate research into action on the 
ground, and nurture lives of meaning 
and purpose. 

Jim is warm, open, wise, funny, 
humble and maybe the best public 
speaker I know. (Check out his 
reflections on “5 Essential Questions 
in Life” on YouTube.) He is almost 

infinitely patient with people, but 
impatient in his urgency to make 
a difference. He is also speedy—
completing the Boston Marathon in 
under three hours as he “runs for 
teachers” each year. Every time I see 
him, I learn from Jim, and he inspires 
all of us to join in his dedication to 
education as the most powerful vehicle 
of justice and human betterment. 

DEDICATION TO EDUCATION
by DREW FAUST, President of Harvard University
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Virginia.
Her scholarship has 

explored topics such as 
the use of dissents by 
judges on controversial 
cases, the possibility of 
a “constitutional shelf 
life” for outdated laws, 
and negotiation by 
jurors in the jury room. 
Her influential 2012 
work, “Confronting 

Supreme Court Fact 
Finding,” published in 
the Virginia Law 
Review, was cited in the 
Ninth Circuit’s 2013 
opinion in Isaacson v. 
Horne, and addresses 
the consequences of 
modern information 
technology on how 
courts find facts.

and structures in 
government. In “Rights 
and Votes,” published 
in the Yale Law Journal 
in 2012, he explored 
the ways in which 
rights and votes are 
alternative tools for 
accomplishing similar 
functional goals. Other 
articles have looked 
at how political actors 

entrench themselves 
and their policies 
through unofficial 
means, the surprising 
connections between 
constitutional law 
and international law, 
and how political 
parties—rather than 
the branches of 
government—control 
the levers of power.

Foundation Health 
Policy Fellow, giving her 
the opportunity to work 
with leading experts and 
lawmakers on current 
public health issues, 
and as a senior adviser 
to the director of the 
Office of Civil Rights 
for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Her scholarship, which 

focuses on health and 
antitrust law topics, 
has appeared in the 
Virginia Law Review, the 
Georgetown Journal of 
Law and Modern Critical 
Race Perspectives, 
and the American 
Journal of Law and 
Medicine, among others.  
Before law school, 
she graduated from 

Harvard with an A.B. 
in economics. After law 
school, where she served 
on the board of the 
Virginia Law Review, she 
clerked for Judge John 
Charles Thomas ’75, the 
first African-American 
justice to sit on the 
Virginia Supreme Court.

Dominion: A History 
of Bankruptcy Law in 
America.” His 2005 
book “Icarus in the 
Boardroom” explored 
flaws in corporate 
America that spur 
“Icaran executives” 
to take misguided and 
even illegal chances.

Skeel is also famous 
at Penn for teaching: 

He has received the 
school’s Harvey Levin 
award three times for 
outstanding teaching, 
as selected by a vote 
of the graduating 
class; the Robert A. 
Gorman Award for 
excellence in upper-
level course teaching; 
and the University 
of Pennsylvania’s 

Lindback Award for 
distinguished teaching.

Social Insurance,” 
reveal his longstanding 
interest in improving 
the tax code. In 2016, 
Graetz published 
“The Burger Court 
and the Rise of the 
Judicial Right” (with 
Linda Greenhouse), 
on U.S. legal history 
and problems 
around economic 

inequality. A paper 
he posted online in 
February, “The Known 
Unknowns of the 
Business Tax Reforms 
Proposed in the House 
Republican Blueprint,” 
is among his most 
downloaded articles 
posted on the research 
site SSRN to date.

Graetz is a fellow of 

the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, 
has been a John 
Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Fellow, and 
received an award from 
Esquire magazine for 
courses and work in 
connection with the 
provision of shelter 
for the homeless. In 
2013, he was awarded 

the Daniel M. Holland 
Medal by the National 
Tax Association 
for outstanding 
contributions to the 
study and practice of 
public finance.

INSIDER INSIDER

THE PROFESSORS 
5 Alumni Scholars Who Are at the Top of Their  Game

Not many law profes-
sors have been cited by 
both the Ninth Circuit 
and “The Colbert 
Report.” Just a few 
years into her teaching 
career, Allison Orr 
Larsen’s work has 
already been featured 
in The New York 
Times, The Washing-
ton Post and The Wall 

Street Journal, not 
to mention a charis-
matic on-set interview 
about amicus briefs 
with Stephen Colbert. 
Larsen, who clerked 
for U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice David 
Souter and Fourth 
Circuit Judge J. Harvie 
Wilkinson III ’72 
before practicing at 

O’Melveny and Myers 
in Washington, D.C., 
joined William & Mary, 
her undergraduate 
alma mater, in 2010. 
Since then she has 
garnered numerous 
teaching awards at the 
school and was recog-
nized as a “Rising Star” 
by the State Council of 
Higher Education for 

Once called the 
“Michael Jordan of 
the legal academy” 
by former Harvard 
and University of 
Virginia colleague 
Michael Klarman, 
Daryl Levinson has 
earned a reputation as 
a top legal academic 
through a trifecta of 
producing original 

scholarship, garnering 
teaching accolades and 
gracious mentoring 
of colleagues. The 
Harvard University 
graduate came to 
Virginia as a student, 
graduating in 1995 
with a J.D. and an 
M.A. in English and 
modern studies, then 
returned as a teacher 

in 1996. He remained 
on the faculty until 
2002, when he joined 
NYU. From 2005-10 
he taught at Harvard, 
where he earned the 
Sacks-Freund Teaching 
Award, before rejoining 
the NYU law faculty. 
He is a member of the 
American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, 

and the recipient of 
another teaching honor 
at NYU, the Podell 
Distinguished Teaching 
Award.

Levinson’s teaching 
and scholarship focus 
on constitutional law, 
including uncovering 
new questions 
and ideas about 
familiar processes 

Dayna Matthew, author 
of “Just Medicine: 
A Cure for Racial 
Inequality in Health 
Care,” has made it her 
mission to expose and 
find solutions to racial 
and socioeconomic 
inequities in the United 
States.

Matthew’s dedication 
to health care advocacy 

was propelled by her 
work as the co-founder 
of the Colorado 
Health Equity Project, 
a medical-legal 
partnership incubator 
whose mission is to 
remove barriers to good 
health for low-income 
clients. She also is a 
frequent contributor 
to policy discourse as 

a nonresident senior 
fellow at the Brookings 
Institution and as a 
visiting scholar at the 
Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation.

Matthew, who has 
served as Colorado’s 
associate dean of 
academic affairs and vice 
dean, recently served as 
a Robert Wood Johnson 

When the Obama 
administration named 
seven people to 
serve on a bipartisan 
financial control 
board overseeing 
the restructuring of 
Puerto Rico’s $70 
billion debt last year, 
only one law professor 
made the list: David 
Skeel, an authority 

on bankruptcy and 
corporations.

Also known for his 
interest in Christianity 
and law, Skeel has 
written widely for 
popular media, 
including The Wall 
Street Journal and The 
New York Times, and 
has made appearances 
on everything from 

ABC’s “Nightline,” to 
the PBS Evening News. 
He is the author of 
“The New Financial 
Deal: Understanding 
the Dodd-Frank Act 
and Its (Unintended) 
Consequences,” 
“True Paradox: How 
Christianity Makes 
Sense of Our Complex 
World” and “Debt’s 

Michael Graetz, one of 
the nation’s preeminent 
tax scholars and the 
author of a leading law 
school text on federal 
taxation, is both a 
Virginia graduate and 
former faculty member 
(1972-79).

His career includes 
several positions in 
academia—at Yale Law 

School for nearly 25 
years before joining 
Columbia, at the 
California Institute of 
Technology and at the 
University of Southern 
California—and in the 
federal government, 
where he was assistant 
to the secretary and 
special counsel and 
deputy assistant 

secretary for tax 
policy at the Treasury 
Department. He served 
on the commissioner’s 
advisory group of 
the Internal Revenue 
Service.

Graetz’s more than 
80 articles focus on 
a wide range of tax, 
international taxation, 
health policy and 

social insurance 
issues, and his books, 
including “100 Million 
Unnecessary Returns: 
A Simple, Fair, and 
Competitive Tax Plan 
for the United States,” 
“Death by a Thousand 
Cuts: The Fight over 
Taxing Inherited 
Wealth,” and “True 
Security: Rethinking 

DARYL LEVINSON ’95
Vice Dean and 

David Boies Professor of Law, 
New York University 

School of Law

DAYNA MATTHEW ’87
Professor and Director, Health 

Law & Policy Program, 
University of Colorado 

Law School 

DAVID SKEEL ’87
S. Samuel Arsht Professor of 

Corporate Law, 
University of Pennsylvania 

Law School

MICHAEL GRAETZ ’69
Columbia Alumni 

Professor of Tax Law, 
Columbia Law School 

Justus S. Hotchkiss Professor 
of Law Emeritus and 

Professional Lecturer, Yale Law 

ALLISON ORR LARSEN ’04
Professor, 

College of William & Mary 
Marshall-Wythe School of Law

THE ADMINISTRATORS 
5 More Alumni in Higher Education

ROBERT W. IULIANO ’86, Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel  

Deputy to the President
Harvard University 

ALLEN GROVES ’90, Dean of Students 
University of Virginia 

FELICIA A. WASHINGTON ’90, Vice 
Chancellor for Workforce Strategy, 

Equity and Engagement University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

CAROLINE W. LAGUERRE-BROWN ’97 Vice 
Provost for Diversity, Equity  

and Community Engagement  
George Washington University

KATHARINE BUCHANAN ’01, Associate 
Dean, Alumni and Development  

Duke University School of Law

UVA LAW PROFESSORS
Who Are Alums
Barbara E. Armacost ’89

Charles Barzun ’05
Richard J. Bonnie ’69

Darryl K. Brown ’90
D. Ruth Buck ’85

Deirdre Enright ’92
Joe Fore ’11

Toby J. Heytens ’00
A. E. Dick Howard ’61
J. Gordon Hylton ’77

John C. Jeffries Jr. ’73
Leslie Kendrick ’06

Micah J. Schwartzman ’05
Paul B. Stephan ’77 

Andrew N. Vollmer ’78



LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 
was studying and 

teaching Renaissance 
English literature at 

Oxford University on a 
Rhodes scholarship 

when she realized  
she wanted to go  

to law school.

“One thing I really appreciated about law was 
that it was a really big tent,” she said. “You 
never knew where that degree was going 
to take you.”

Kendrick’s path through law school, and 
those of her colleagues and fellow faculty 
members, offer a map to understanding how 
the school helps develop interested students 
into academics, and faculty into leaders in 
their fields. The key landmarks of the journey 
include opportunities to write and clerk, 
mentoring and support from faculty, the 
camaraderie of the student body, and the 
faculty’s commitment to fostering a stimulat-
ing intellectual community.

More than 250 alumni are law professors 
or teach as adjuncts at law schools nation-
wide. Faculty who started their careers at 
Virginia have become leading thinkers at 
Harvard, Stanford, Yale, Columbia, Chicago 
and more.

“Students and faculty both find that our 
commitment to the scholarly endeavor is not 
only about learning and expanding minds 
intellectually, but about offering a network 
of support beyond that,” said Dean Risa 
Goluboff. “To name just a few examples, we 
read and critique each other’s work, we offer 
advice about the job market, and we model 
good citizenship by being available to one 
another and seeking input and dialogue from 
colleagues of diverse viewpoints.”

1. THE 
WRITE 

JOURNEY

Though Kendrick wasn’t sure she would 
go into teaching again, all signs pointed to 
a future faculty post. She took classes that 
allowed her to concentrate on writing, 
and learned from her professors, includ-
ing Kenneth Abraham, Vince Blasi (now 
at Columbia), Lillian BeVier and Michael 
Klarman (now at Harvard). She had “enor-
mous amounts of support from lots of people.”

During her first winter break, she dug 
through old microfiche while researching for 
Klarman, and also later conducted research 
for Goluboff’s first book “The Lost Promise 
of Civil Rights,” winner of the 2010 Order of 
the Coif Biennial Book Award and the 2008 
James Willard Hurst Prize.

“I was pretty proactive in finding oppor-
tunities to write and everyone was very en-
couraging of that,” she said. She wrote papers 
on her own, including “A Test for Criminally 
Instructional Speech,” which was published 
in the Virginia Law Review and submitted 
by Elizabeth Magill ’95 (now Stanford Law 
School dean, see p. 36) for the Brown Award, 
a $10,000 national prize for excellence in 
student legal writing. (Kendrick won the 
award in 2006.) Kendrick wrote papers with 
faculty, including Julia Mahoney, Abraham 
and Greg Mitchell. A paper written for a class 
with former Dean Richard Merrill won first 
place in the Food and Drug Administration’s 
student paper competition and was published 
in the Food & Drug Law Journal.

Though her work was recognized, Ken-
drick said she “was writing not with a view 
to publishing it, but with the view of prac-
ticing it.”

After law school she clerked for Judge J. 
Harvie Wilkinson III ’72 on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. She was 
invited back to give a job talk—and soon was 
hired. (She was later offered a clerkship with 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice David Souter and 
deferred teaching a year.)

“I could not have been luckier,” she said. 
“It was just a dream come true.” 
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FORGING A PATH FOR LEADERS 
IN LEGAL EDUCATION

5 WAYS UVA LAW 
Preps Graduates 

and Faculty 
to Excel 

in Academia
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5 WAYS UVA LAW 
Preps Graduates 

and Faculty 
to Excel 

in Academia
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2. A CLERKSHIP  
LADDER AND  

A DEGREE AHEAD
In addition to the many ways the school offers 
practice with writing and research, it also 
provides critical support for clerkships, said 
Professor Micah Schwartzman ’05 (College 
’98), who plays a critical role at the Law 
School in advising students seeking clerk-
ships and careers in academia.

Virginia is ranked fourth among law 
schools in the number of clerks it sends to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, and also is fourth in 
federal clerkship placement for the Classes 
of 2013-15, according to American Bar As-
sociation data.

“We have one of the strongest clerkships 
programs in the country,” he said. “Clerkships 
serve as stepping stones to lots of different 
types of career paths, but they’re very im-
portant for many people coming into legal 
academia. They learn a lot about the legal 
process during that time.”

Schwartzman also clerked on the Fourth 
Circuit, for Judge Paul V. Niemeyer, after 
graduation.

“It was a privilege to clerk, especially in the 
Fourth Circuit,” Schwartzman said. “I had a 
wonderful mentor in Judge Niemeyer, who 
placed great emphasis on the importance of 
communicating clearly through reasoned 
opinions. More generally, there are few op-
portunities after graduation that provide so 
much exposure to the legal process and to 
such a wide range of legal issues. For those 
considering legal academia, it is an especially 

valuable experience.”
Schwartzman said  

clerkships often help  
graduates position  
themselves for the fac-
ulty job market, which 
involves shaping a 

portfolio of writing samples and presenting 
an academic profile.

Aside from clerkships, another path po-
tential professors take is studying for an 
additional graduate degree, “because they 
need time to write,” he said. “In recent years, 
Virginia has hired faculty with Ph.D.s in legal 
history, philosophy and economics. Advanced 
degrees are not required, and there are dif-
ferent paths to academia. But at this point, 
all of those paths require extensive research 
and writing.”

3. THE WIND 
AT YOUR 

BACK
University of Richmond associate profes-
sor Paul Crane, who earned a B.A. (2004) 
and J.D. and M.A. in history (2007) at UVA, 
said several professors encouraged him in his 
eventual pursuit of academia. On his way to his 
current role, he worked as a Bristow Fellow, 
as an assistant U.S. attorney for the District of 
Columbia, as a clerk for U.S. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice John Roberts, and as an appel-
late associate at Latham & Watkins.

Throughout, he said, a cadre of professors 
supported him.

“You feel like you have the wind at your 
back when you have the level of support that 
I had from my professors at UVA,” he said, 
crediting former Dean John C. Jeffries Jr. 
’73, Dean Risa Goluboff, law professor John 
Harrison and Professor Chuck McCurdy of 
the History Department and Law School. 

Crane wrote his first law review article 
under McCurdy’s wing; Jeffries offered de-
tailed comments on his job talk paper and 
counseled him on going into academia; he 
worked as a research assistant for Goluboff, 
a “wonderful, supportive cheerleader for me 
throughout my career,” and learned lessons 
about history not being inevitable; he was 
impressed by Harrison’s deep respect for the 
law and how he was “really, really precise in 
framing an argument.”

Crane said the school had a “wonderful 
balance of support, along with constructive 
criticism.”

MICAH SCHWARTZMAN

3  PATHS TO LEGAL ACADEMIA

THE PROFESSOR-ADMINISTRATOR
TIFFANY GRAHAM ’00

ASSOCIATE DEAN OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS  
AND SENIOR LECTURER 

University of South Dakota Law School

“ Looking back now, I’m really  
grateful that I had such a wealth of 
choices in front of me.”
HOMETOWN:   

Cleveland

EDUCATION: 
Harvard and Radcliffe Colleges, 1996;

1995 Truman Fellow

MENTORS & INFLUENCES: 
• Michael Dooley • Daryl Levinson ’95 

• Jennifer Mnookin (now dean at 
UCLA Law) • Barry Cushman ’86 

• Vince Blasi • Bill Stuntz ’84

VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW:   
Articles Review Board

AT UVA LAW:   
 Dillard Fellow

CLERKSHIP: 
U.S. District Court for the  

District of Columbia

CAREER: 
Associate,  

Quinn Emanuel, Los Angeles

Assistant Professor of Law,  
Villanova University School of Law

Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor 
of Law, University of La Verne College of Law

TEACHES: 
Constitutional Law, Race and the Law, Criminal 

Procedure, Law and Sexuality, Torts

THE ATTORNEY-PROFESSOR
PAUL CRANE ’07

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  
University of Richmond  

School of Law

“ I feel very lucky–I got to work with 
people who took the mentoring aspect of 
their jobs very seriously.”
HOMETOWNS:   

Dallas and Atlanta

EDUCATION:   
B.A., 2004; M.A. in history, 2007;  

University of Virginia

MENTORS & INFLUENCES: 
• John C. Jeffries Jr. ’73 

• Risa Goluboff • John Harrison
• Chuck McCurdy 

VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW:   
Executive editor

STUDENT AWARDS:   
Carl M. Franklin Prize  

(highest GPA after 1L year)

Raven Award (highest honor  
given by the Raven Society, the  

University’s oldest honor society)

CLERKSHIPS: 
• J. Harvie Wilkinson III ’72, 

4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
• U.S. Supreme Court  

Chief Justice John Roberts

CAREER:  
Governor’s Legal Fellow (Office of the  

Counselor to Gov. Timothy M. Kaine)

Bristow Fellow for the Office of the  
Solicitor General of the United States

Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia

Latham & Watkins associate in the Supreme Court 
and Appellate Practice Group

Bigelow Fellow at the University of  
Chicago Law School

TEACHES: 
Criminal Procedure – Adjudication, Criminal Law

THE RHODES SCHOLAR
LESLIE KENDRICK ’06

ALBERT CLARK TATE, JR., PROFESSOR OF LAW
University of Virginia  

School of Law

“ This is the job that I find the most 
meaningful and satisfying, and it makes 
me feel like I’m doing what I can to help 
the world in some itty bitty way.”
HOMETOWN:   

East Point, Kentucky

EDUCATION:   
Morehead Scholar, University of North Carolina  

at Chapel Hill, 1998; Rhodes Scholar,  
Oxford University; M. Phil. and D.Phil. in 

Renaissance English literature, 2004

MENTORS & INFLUENCES: 
• Kenneth Abraham • Lillian BeVier 

• Vince Blasi • Risa Goluboff 
• Michael Klarman • Robert O’Neill 

• Elizabeth Magill ’95 (SEE  P.36)

SUMMER ASSOCIATE FOR:  

Warren Gorrell ’79 of Hogan Lovells 
(see p. 120) and also at  

Jenner & Block

VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW:   
Essays development editor

STUDENT AWARDS:   
Margaret G. Hyde Award

Hardy Cross Dillard Scholar

Law School Alumni Association  
Best Note Award

Brown Award for Excellence in Legal 
Writing and more

CLERKSHIPS: 
• J. Harvie Wilkinson III ’72,  

4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
• U.S. Supreme Court Justice  

David Souter

TEACHES:  
Torts, Constitutional Law II: Freedom of Speech 

and Press, Civil Liability: Analysis and Critique
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5. A TRAINING 
GROUND FOR

CITIZEN-SCHOLARS
That same ethos of support has helped some 
of UVA’s star scholars acquire influential posi-
tions at other top law schools.

The list of scholars who spent their for-
mative years at UVA tells the story: Pamela 
Karlan and George Triantis LL.M. ’98 (now 
at Stanford), Saul Levmore (Chicago), former 
Dean Robert Scott and Tim Wu (Colum-
bia), Klarman and Tomiko Brown-Nagin 
(Harvard), Jennifer Mnookin (dean at UCLA 
Law), Daryl Levinson and Chris Sprigman 
(NYU), and Stuntz, generally regarded as 
the foremost criminal procedure scholar of 
his generation.

“It’s success for us when other schools 
recruit our faculty,” Goluboff said. “People 
who learned how to do scholarship here now 
do it at an elite level all around the country. 
They are not only evidence of how we grow 
outstanding scholars—they are also ambas-
sadors for the Virginia way.”

Klarman, who taught at Virginia from 1987 
to 2008 before leaving for Harvard and his 
beloved Red Sox, said he considered himself 
“fortunate” to have started his teaching career 
at UVA.

“The Virginia faculty modeled what I 
now understand to be good behavior in a 
number of ways,” Klarman said. “First, it 
was very clear from the beginning that good 
teaching was expected from the faculty. Not 
every law faculty values good teaching, but 
Virginia clearly does. There have been leg-

endary teachers, many 
of whom employ very 
different teaching 
methodologies, from 
the day I started until 
the present day: Bob 
Scott, John Jeffries, 

Saul Levmore, Paul Mahoney, Pam Karlan, 
Bill Stuntz, Caleb Nelson, John Harrison, 
Jim Ryan, Risa Goluboff—etc. Relatedly, it 
was also very clear, from observing the most 
important and valued members of the faculty, 
that there was not perceived to be any trad-
eoff between good scholarship, good teaching 
and good institutional citizenship.”

Virginia’s faculty regard teaching and 
scholarship as a “collective enterprise,” he 
said.

“People read each other’s scholarship and 
make it better,” Klarman said. “People devote 
years of their busy careers to serving as as-
sociate deans and appointments committee 
chairs. These are contributions to the public 
good that are invaluable, that aren’t necessar-
ily people’s favorite ways to spend their time, 
that don’t necessarily contribute to their own 
scholarly reputations, but without which a 
healthy, thriving institution is impossible.”

Klarman said he started teaching the 
year after Stuntz began, and the same year 
as former professor Elizabeth Scott ’77, now 
at Columbia. 

“We talked about what we were doing in 

class and how to approach it, literally every 
day,” he said.

He watched teachers like Jeffries for 
methods to improve his own teaching, and 
benefited from having his scholarship read 
and commented on by a long list of faculty.

“I learned from my 21 years at Virginia 
that teaching is the most important thing we 
do as law professors, that there is no tension 
between being a good teacher and a good 
scholar,” Klarman said. “A healthy law school 
is a collectivity that is more than its individual 
parts. An important part of the job is trying 
to make one’s colleagues and one’s institu-
tion better.”

MICHAEL KLARMAN
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Even today, “I have a little voice in my head, 
‘What would they think? What would their 
reaction be?’”

Crane said it’s difficult to fully express his 
gratitude to those who helped. 

“The only thing I can do is really try and 
pay it forward with my own students. I feel 
very grateful,” he said. “I take the mentor-
ing and support really seriously in large part 
because of how grateful I am to the people 
at UVA. I feel like I should send them an 
email every week that says thank you and 
nothing else.”

4. A PEOPLE 
PLACE

Crane said he felt the same support from 
fellow alumni as he went on the job market. 

When he ran into UVA Law graduates 
at other institutions, he said, “there was an 
immediate kinship—we’re part of this special 
club that’s going to look out for each other.”

Kendrick said the Law School is a place that 
attracts students with “good people skills.”

“The law students here are good with 
people—they’re good friends, they’re good 
mentors to each other, they’re good leaders,” 
she said.

The school’s community spirit and the 
good feelings it generates—UVA was No. 1 in 
quality of life in the Princeton Review’s 2016 
rankings—can have a lasting impact on those 
not only considering teaching, but pursuing 
administrative careers in higher education. 

“Serving in administrative roles such as the 
dean of students or academic affairs, as about 
140 of our graduates do, for example, requires 
exactly the people skills UVA fosters,” Gol-
uboff said.

The University of South Dakota’s Tiffany 
Graham, an associate dean of academic affairs 
whose duties are like those of a vice dean, 
took a different path to legal academia. After 
working at Quinn Emmanuel in Los Angeles 
as an associate for two years, she began think-
ing about what made her happy during her 
law school days: interacting with students 
as a Peer Advisor. 

Courses with Barry Cushman (now 

at Notre Dame), Blasi, Harrison and Bill 
Stuntz ’84, who died in 2011 while a profes-
sor at Harvard Law School, allowed her to 
explore what was “intellectually interesting.” 

Those classes “helped me figure out what 
I wanted to teach and what I wanted to write 
about,” she said, which turned out to be con-
stitutional law and sexuality and the law. 

Yet teaching wasn’t on her agenda in law 
school. 

“I was just focused on doing what others 
did,” she said—going to a firm. She clerked 
on the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia before joining Quinn, then later 
started her academic career at Villanova Uni-
versity School of Law. Though she has no ties 
to South Dakota (she’s from Cleveland), she 
said serving as the associate dean offered the 
perfect combination of teaching and working 
with students and faculty.

Graham’s administrative role puts her in 
charge of implementing the entire academic 
program at the law school, developing academ-
ic policies and programming, helping students 
with advising issues, ensuring compliance 
with accreditation standards, and working 
closely with faculty in developing their own 
scholarly agenda, among other duties. 

“I love school, and I really love being in 
a position where I can continually educate 
myself and others,” Graham said. “I have an 
incredible amount of respect for what my 
colleagues across the country do.”

5 WAYS UVA LAW 
Preps Graduates 

and Faculty 
to Excel 

in Academia

BY THE NUMBERS
11 law school DEANS internationally

7 university PRESIDENTS

8 GENERAL COUNSEL at universities (including Harvard, Berkeley and the 
University of North Carolina)

550+ alumni WORKING IN HIGHER EDUCATION in more than 200 cities in the 
U.S. and abroad

250+ LAW PROFESSORS and adjuncts

15 professors who GRADUATED IN 1977 (the most for a single year)
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5 |10 |15 |25 | How’s Life?           WE CATCH UP WITH WHAT ALUMNI ARE DOING 5, 10, 15 AND 25 YEARS OUT OF LAW SCHOOL.

GEORGIA VARLAN MAN ’12
DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL AND CHIEF COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
OFFICE OF ILLINOIS GOV. BRUCE RAUNER
CHICAGO

5
DAVID P. SAUNDERS ’07 
PARTNER 
JENNER & BLOCK 
CHICAGO

10

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I am a 
financial services litigator with 

privacy expertise. I call it a “bridge” 
practice. While the bulk of my work 
is in complex commercial litigation, 

I also assist medical and financial 
institutions to establish privacy 

compliance programs and evaluate 
security risks related to customer 

data. I then also support their 
litigation needs when and if 

something goes wrong.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? When not at 
work, I most enjoy the time I spend 

with my wife and two young 
children. The Cubs were a particular 
source of enjoyment for Chicagoans 

in 2016, and I was no exception. I 
will confess, I got a case of Cubs 

fever. However, when I am not doing 
that, I most enjoy my work with two 

wonderful social justice organiza-
tions based in Chicago: Cabrini 

Green Legal Aid and the Sargent 
Shriver National Center on 

Poverty Law.

 ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO 

BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER 

AND LIFE? Let me put it this way: I 
am doing what I thought I would be 

doing, but perhaps not where I 
thought I would be doing it. I went 

to UVA knowing that I wanted to go 
back to Chicago. And I also knew 

that I wanted to work in “big law” 
for at least several years. However, I 
always thought that I would end up 

in public service because of my belief 
that a law license comes with an 

obligation to serve the community. It 
turns out that Jenner & Block was a 
perfect fit for me in that respect. At 

Jenner & Block, I have found a 
fulfilling balance of billable and  

pro bono work that enables me to 
work on matters ranging from “bet 

the company” litigation to 
post-conviction petitions.

 WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR 

LIFE 10 YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? 
You mean other than the Cubs 

winning the World Series? I love my 
job, live in a wonderful city and get 

to come home to an amazing family. 
Professionally, I like that my job is 

never the same from day to day. Each 
day has a new challenge and 

opportunity to both learn and 
teach. Ten years out of law school is 

a great place; I still have much to 
learn from my colleagues and yet, 

I’ve been doing this for long enough 
where I have a trick or two to teach 

new lawyers. 

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I am the deputy 
general counsel and chief compliance 

officer for Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner. In 
this role, I serve as an in-house senior 

legal adviser to the governor of our 
nation’s fifth-largest state. I am one of two 

deputy general counsel reporting to the 
governor’s general counsel, and I oversee 

all transactional legal functions for the 
administration, including legal work 

related to contracting, operations, 
compliance, budget and finance, and 

internal investigations. 

 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? Outside of work, I 
enjoy traveling, scuba diving and cooking. 
My husband and I are active members of 

our Greek Orthodox Church and spend 
time volunteering for many different 

philanthropic efforts. I also picked up 
skiing right before law school, 

and have started a yearly ski trip 
tradition with some of my UVA Law 

Section K friends. 

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE 

AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND 

LIFE? After law school I worked as a 
corporate associate in the Chicago office 

of Kirkland & Ellis, which was a great 
experience and really taught me the 
ropes of being a strong transactional 

lawyer. I had interned in Washington, 
D.C., in undergrad and in law school, but 

never thought I would work in 
government once I moved to Illinois, 

given the history of corruption and 
mismanagement in the state. However, 
when Governor Rauner was elected, I 

was excited to join a bright and motivated 
team led by an outsider who was willing 

to take on the status quo in Illinois and 
would work to bring jobs and opportuni-

ties back to the people of the state. I’ve 
been honored to serve Governor Rauner 
and the people of Illinois as a member of 

his administration. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE 5 

YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? Five years 
out of law school, I feel incredibly blessed 

to have a great career, a driven and 
supportive spouse, and wonderful friends 
and family. Law firm practice can be very 

specialized, and I’ve enjoyed the 
opportunity to be a generalist and get to 

learn and advise on many different areas 
of the law in my in-house government 
role. As much as I enjoyed my time at 
UVA Law, I’ve enjoyed practicing law 

equally as much (even without softball 
and Feb Club). I also feel very lucky to 

have kept up the strong friendships that I 
made at the Law School and to have 

made so many great memories with those 
friends over the past five years, even 

though most of us live in different cities.
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DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I am an assistant 
criminal district attorney with the Tarrant 

County District Attorney’s Office in Fort 
Worth, Texas. I am currently assigned to 

the Juvenile Division. I represent the state 
in the prosecution of juveniles between 

the ages of 10 and 16 who have engaged in 
criminal conduct. My caseload is about 

100 cases at any given time, and I review 
more than 300 cases a year ranging from 

possession of small quantities of 
marijuana to capital murder. The purpose 

of the juvenile justice system is to 
rehabilitate the child. As the prosecutor, I 

work closely with the probation 
department, which prepares social history 

reports and administers social services to 
the kids. In the majority of our cases, the 

judges will decide the appropriate 
disposition, or punishment, for the cases, 
but they hear recommendations from the 
prosecutor, the defense attorney and the 

probation department. Juveniles have the 
same constitutional rights as adult 

criminal defendants, so I present evidence 
on behalf of the state in their trials and 

other contested hearings.              

 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? I enjoy spending time 
with my husband of 10 years and our 

daughter, who is a high-energy toddler. 
Although sleep ranks very high on my list 

right now, we enjoy playing outside and 
having tea parties. I hope to resume 
regularly scheduled traveling in the 

near future.   
 

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE 

AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER 

AND LIFE? This is a difficult question 
because, on one hand, I have always 

wanted to be a prosecutor and that is 
exactly where I am. On the other hand, I 
never really envisioned being a juvenile 

prosecutor; but I love it. For my personal 
life, I did envision having a family, but that 
vision was never very clear. The reality is I 

have a constant struggle to balance 
between my job and my family, and often 

it is physically and emotionally 
exhausting.  

     WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE 

15 YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? I love 
having a fun and supportive family. We 

live in a suburban city where we know our 
neighbors, attend the local church and feel 

a genuine connectedness to our 
community. I have the privilege of 

practicing law where my duty is to seek 
justice, and I have the discretion to do the 

right thing. After nearly 15 years of 
working in the criminal courts, I go to 

work each day not knowing what bizarre 
or tragic or humorous factual scenario I’ll 

be presented. Every time I think I’ve 
heard it all, I hear something new.  

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I lead 
a team of 40 professionals and 

manage the legal, corporate 
governance, compliance, risk 

management, internal audit 
and corporate social respon-
sibility functions of Carter’s, 

Inc. (NYSE: CRI), a baby 
and young children’s apparel 

retailer with more than 18,000 
employees and 1,000 stores in 

the U.S. and Canada. 

 WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU 

ENJOY OUTSIDE OF WORK? I 
enjoy spending time with my 

wife, Tara; children, Erika and 
Michael; parents; and sister, 

Jenny Wu ’92, and her family. 
I also like keeping in touch 

with my classmates and con-
necting with other UVA Law 

graduates, given our uniformly 
positive experience during 

law school. In addition, I enjoy 
serving on and organizing 

general counsel panels at legal 
conferences.

ARE YOU WHERE YOU 

EXPECTED TO BE AT THIS 

STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND 

LIFE? While in law school, I 
envisioned a career working 

for multinational corpora-
tions. I have been fortunate to 

have had the opportunity to 
serve as the general counsel 

of three public companies 
in different industries—

Carter’s (retail), Rosetta Stone 
(software) and Teleglobe 

(telecommunications).

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT 

YOUR LIFE 25 YEARS 

AFTER LAW SCHOOL? I am 
blessed that I have a happy 
and healthy family and an 

interesting career working 
with colleagues and business 
partners around the world. I 
enjoy “paying it forward” by 

serving on the board of the 
Georgia Asia Pacific American 
Bar Association and the advi-

sory committee of the Asian 
American Bar Association of 
New York, and by mentoring 

younger attorneys and law 
students. 

KALERE JACOB COLEMAN ’02 
ASSISTANT CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY
TARRANT COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

15
MICHAEL C. WU ’92
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, GENERAL COUNSEL AND SECRETARY
CARTER’S INC.
ATLANTA

25
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I was given the chance to interview Adrienne Penta, senior vice president and executive director of the Brown 
Brothers Harriman Center for Women & Wealth, and learned how a seemingly small observation about how 
women make financial decisions can change how an industry engages with its clients. As a woman building 
on her career in finance, I appreciate her initiative in creating the center. 

During the interview, I also learned a little about how young lawyers should think about their personal 
finances. Because I’ll be graduating this spring, her advice is truly appreciated! 

The following is an edited transcript of our conversation, condensed for length.

Could you tell us about your career path and how you 
became interested in wealth management?

When I was a senior in college my father passed away 
suddenly and we had a significant probate contest in my 
family. Through that experience some good things hap-
pened. My mom found some wonderful trusts-and-estates 
attorneys that helped her through the process and were 
wonderful advisers to her over a number of years. 

So when I went to law school I had an interest in estate 
planning and tax. I spent my second summer working at a 

Boston law firm, Choate Hall & Stewart, where one of the 
partners, Charles Cheever ’95, became my mentor. He was 
a trusts-and-estates attorney, so I did a lot of interesting 
work that summer focused on tax and estate planning. In 
my third year, I took a number of classes focused on estate 
planning, income tax and estate tax. It was an area that was 
a good fit for me as I really enjoyed working with families 
and helping them solve their problems.

I came to Brown Brothers Harriman in 2008, and for 
the first seven years, I oversaw trust company operations in 
the Boston office and worked with our families and private 
business owners on estate planning, business-succession 
planning, philanthropic planning and all types of tax plan-
ning. In 2015, I launched the Center for Women & Wealth 
for BBH, and I’m now the executive director.

What’s the purpose of the Center for Women & Wealth?

The CW&W was borne out of my experience working 
with families and individuals. I noticed that sometimes 
women are absent from these conversations. Oftentimes, 
women just aren’t at the table. There are some issues that 
are too important to delegate completely to another family 

member. Your financial future and how you plan for your 
family is one of those issues. You don’t necessarily have to 
understand all of the details, but it’s really important for 
everybody to participate in the high-level planning and to 
understand the reasoning behind the plan. 

A couple of years ago, I started formulating a plan that 
has now become the CW&W. Our mission is to support 
and engage women as they create and manage wealth 
for themselves and their families. It speaks to both the 
work that we do with women who are executives, own-

ers or founders of private companies through our private 
bank and the women we work with through our private 
wealth management business. Oftentimes there is overlap 
between the two. 

We host a series of events for women to get together 
and discuss issues that matter to them, such as business 
ownership, philanthropy or diversity in the workplace for 
women who are running companies. We also publish a 
quarterly magazine called Women and Wealth Magazine, 
which focuses on the issues at the intersection of wealth, 
family and values. The third part of what the CW&W 
does is focused internally: on training and providing best 
practices for our teams of relationship managers who work 
directly with clients. We want to make sure that we’re con-
sciously having inclusive conversations with the families 
and clients we work with. 

What are some of the wealth management issues that you 
see that are different or specific to women?

I get asked this question a lot—I don’t think that women 
want anything different than what men want from finan-
cial advisers. Women want good service and customized 

Adrienne Penta’03, whose work has focused on helping clients—particularly women—manage 
their wealth, discusses her career path and offers her best financial advice.

by Christina Aylward ’17

A Seat at the Table
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PERHAPS NO WORDS stand more for 
what it means to be a police officer 
than these. Police make arrests to start 
most criminal prosecutions, to take 
control of dangerous people and to 
solve problems on the street. Arrests 
are so central to our way of thinking 

about law enforcement that we often measure the success of policing 
by the number of arrests officers make.

Though arrests are at the heart of today’s most contentious cri-
tiques of criminal justice, critics almost never suggest that the power to 
arrest is part of the problem. When law enforcement detractors protest 
that police practices are abusive and discriminatory, they are frequent-
ly talking about arrests. When critics argue that we incarcerate far too 
many people for far too long and then continue to punish them after 
they are free, they view arrest as an important step towards incarcera-
tion and the use of arrest records as part of the extended punishment. 
And when they contend that the killings by law enforcement of Mi-
chael Brown, Walter Scott, Tamir Rice, Eric Garner, Freddie Gray and 
Samuel Dubose represent a racist violence so extreme that it is analo-
gous to lynching, they are often speaking of force used during arrests. 

To address these problems, commentators attack the judgment ex-
ercised in individual arrests, and they advocate reforms such as elimi-
nating some low-level crimes, lowering sentences, discouraging racial 
disparities in policing, collecting more data and prosecuting police of-
ficers more often. But they do not question police authority to make 
an arrest when a crime occurs. Like almost everyone else, even bitter 
critics of American criminal justice accept that arrests are generally es-
sential to ensuring public safety and order, and that the police power to 
arrest is therefore largely inviolable. But—even assuming that suspects 
commit crimes that are worth prosecuting—do police need to arrest? 

Arrests are more harmful than they seem, not only to the individu-
als arrested but also to their families and communities and to society as 
a whole. While traditional justifications for arrests—starting the crimi-
nal process and maintaining public order—are important goals, police 
departments could conduct far fewer arrests than they currently do 
and could still achieve them. 

Some have already taken steps in this direction. The New York Po-
lice Department, for instance, announced in March 2016 that it would 
“no longer arrest individuals who commit [minor] offenses—such as 
littering, public consumption of alcohol, or taking up two seats on the 
subway—unless there is a demonstrated public safety reason to do so.” 
Instead, it issues summonses for these offenses.  

Other recent reform ideas might have some impact. Many have sug-

gested decriminalizing some misdemeanors, which could—at least in 
theory—reduce the number of arrests conducted for the least serious 
crimes, though substitute grounds for arrest are often plentiful. Others 
have suggested ways to limit some of the harms of arrests by restricting 
the consequences for employment, public housing and immigration 
status, or by forbidding the use of force to subdue some suspects. 

Though these reforms might have benefits, meaningful change 
likely requires additional state law reform. States could expand the au-
thority to issue summonses and citations where it is lacking, and they 
could limit statutory authority to arrest when it is least needed. Local 
governments could impose evidence-based criteria on officers’ deci-
sions to arrest when arrests might be appropriate, and they could es-
tablish external mechanisms for reviewing those decisions. Federal law 
is less important, but it could also encourage better arrest policies and 
practices. At the very least, the federal government could reconsider 

its policy of actively incentivizing 
arrests through federal grant pro-
grams.

Any efforts to reduce arrests 
would create new risks. As the 
Justice Department’s investiga-
tion into unconstitutional law en-
forcement practices in Ferguson, 
Missouri, reminds us, tickets, 
fines, fees and outstanding war-
rants for failure to appear can be 
as effective as arrests and convic-
tions at reinforcing inequality.

Arrest reform seems more 
possible than it has in decades, 

in significant part because crime rates are relatively low. Policymak-
ers care about promoting cost-efficient and evidence-based criminal 
justice solutions. There is a new national dialogue about the prob-
lems of policing and increased sophistication about what it means to 
strengthen law enforcement. And through videos, the risks of violent 
confrontations during arrests are more visible than ever. Given that 
arrests are far more problematic and perhaps far less necessary than 
we have previously acknowledged, now is the moment to reconsider 
arrests rather than continue to take this widespread form of state co-
ercion for granted.

 
ADAPTED FROM “Why Arrest?” 115 Mich. L. Rev. 307 (2016).

RACHEL HARMON is the F.D.G. Ribble Professor of Law.
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advice, just like everybody else. The issue is that sometimes 
they don’t get it because the industry has been focused on 
serving men for centuries. It’s only within the last 50 years 
that women have become substantial financial decision-
makers in control of family wealth or controlling their 
own wealth. In some ways the industry has not caught up 
to viewing women as decision-makers and as significant 
participants in financial decisions. 

We all walk into client situations with our own assump-
tions on how we run a meeting or how we communicate 
with clients. Sometimes we just assume that if there is a 
wealth creator in the room that he’s making the decisions 
or if there’s somebody with a financial background in the 
room, she’s making the decisions. It could be about men or 
women, but more often than not—for lots of different rea-
sons—we assume that the men in the room are still finan-
cial decision-makers. What we see in our practice is that’s 
not actually the case. Women are making decisions, either 
in real time or in the background, about how they invest, 
how they spend and how they plan for the future. We have 
to be careful that we’re not letting our own assumptions 
color how we communicate with clients. 

The one area that women are changing the way that 
financial advice is delivered is that they are focused on 
having holistic conversations around wealth—not just 
about investment performance and not about one issue 
at a time. They want to understand how their investment 
plan and their estate plan and their philanthropic plan and 
their plans for the next generation all come together into a 
cohesive wealth plan.

What financial tips would you have for young lawyers as 
they start their career?

Start planning early. It’s never too early to start thinking 
about your financial future—start saving. Oftentimes we 
have more capacity to save when we’re right out of school 

and don’t yet have significant expenses like mortgages and 
children and tuition. The sooner that you can start think-
ing about your plan, the better. If you can do it, you should 
be maxing out your 401(k) contribution every year because 
those early investments into your retirement account will 
compound over the next 50 years of your career and pro-
vide the nest egg that you will need in retirement. Lastly, 
there is value in consulting experts for tax advice, invest-
ment recommendations, estate planning and financial 
planning. 

What about as young lawyers mature and start to advance 
in their career? How do their financial concerns change? 
Would your advice change as they start to get more 
advanced in their career?

All of us who are working and busy building careers 
don’t have a lot of time to think about our own plans. I’m 
at fault for sure. You should be proactive about seeking 
advice and not waiting until you have time to think about 
your own investment plan or your own financial plan. 
Having a good financial adviser to help you along the way 
as a partner who can grow with you and understand your 
concerns is worthwhile, even if you’re only a few years 
out of school and start to have more complex consider-
ations like paying for education for children or financing a 
purchase of a house.

In the fall, CHRISTINA AYLWARD will join the Boston office of Morgan, Lewis & 

Bockius, where she will work on securities litigation issues. Prior to law school, 

Christina interned at a wealth management firm and worked for the Financial 

Industry Regulatory Authority.

WHY ARREST?BY RACHEL HARMON

“In some ways the industry has not caught up to viewing women as 
decision-makers and as significant participants in financial decisions.”

 “YOU ARE 
UNDER 

ARREST.” 
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JOHN NORTON MOORE, KEY FIGURE IN NATIONAL SECURITY AND OCEANS LAW, 
CHALKS 50 YEARS AT UVA

BY ERIC WILLIAMSON

His work has explored boundaries of war and pathways to peace. Professor John Norton Moore is a 
towering figure in the realms of national security and oceans policy who is celebrating 50 years of 
teaching at the Law School. 

Having taken academic leave at various times in his career 
to serve in key government posts, Moore launched the U.S. 
Institute of Peace, led law-of-the-sea talks and was involved 
in drawing new boundaries for Kuwait following the first 
Gulf War.

At UVA, Moore leads the Center for National Security Law 
and the Center for Oceans Law and Policy. As the Walter 
L. Brown Professor of Law, he teaches classes in those two 
subject areas, as well as seminars on the rule of law and the 
avoidance of war. 

He also leads a class on the legal and policy issues behind 
the Indochina War, focused on American involvement in 
Vietnam—the subject where he first made his mark. Moore 
taught the first course in the country on national security 
law, and conceived and co-authored the first casebook on 
the subject. 

“Few members of the legal academy have had as profound 
an influence on law in action as has John Moore,” said Profes-
sor A. E. Dick Howard, a contemporary of Moore’s at the Law 
School. “He virtually invented the field of national security 
law, in which he enjoys an international reputation. Our law 
school can count itself fortunate to have had John Moore 
here for all these years.”

FROM FLORIDA, TO YALE, TO UVA

Moore’s journey to becoming a renowned international legal 
scholar began in his late 20s, and seemingly at random. As 

an associate dean at the University of Florida School of Law 
who earned his LL.B. from Duke University, Moore was an 
expert in real property, not international law. That changed 
when he attended Yale University under a fellowship that 
also allowed him to audit classes of personal interest.

“I was just incredibly turned on by everything at Yale,” 
Moore said. “I think I audited two-thirds of the curriculum.”

One of the classes he took in 1965 was International Law 
and International Relations, taught by Myres S. McDougal, a 
leading international lawyer. U.S. military action in Indochina 
was being branded as illegal by some, and the professor asked 
Moore to write a “more balanced piece” on the issues. 

Little did Moore know that the request came straight from 
Lyndon B. Johnson himself.

“I didn’t realize at the time I was doing it at the behest of 
the president of the United States,” he said.

Moore was honored to be asked to help on the hot-button 
topic, he said, where he found solid legal justification for 
U.S. intervention.

“That ended up being a very major part of my work over the 
next three or four years,” Moore said. “I was one of the few 
in the debate who was supporting the legality of the United 
States’ effort in Vietnam. Not supporting all of the policy, 
and certainly not supporting all of the violations of the laws 
of war, such as in My Lai [where the infamous massacre of 
noncombatants occurred], but basically supporting the overall 
legal outline for war, which has stood the test of time well.”

The American Bar Association adopted Moore’s guidance 
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After D/Los, Moore conducted nonpartisan policy research 
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
before returning to Virginia. 

FOUNDING  
THE TWO CENTERS

Moore set up two nonpartisan, nonprofit interdisciplinary 
centers at UVA after his return that have helped shape their 
respective areas within international law.

In 1976, he founded the Center for Oceans Law and Policy, 
which supports research, education and discussion on legal 
and public policy issues related to the seas. Considered the 
premier center of its kind worldwide, it sponsors or co-
sponsors an annual conference on a topic of international 
concern, presents the annual Doherty Lecture in Washing-
ton, D.C., and offers a summer academy in Rhodes, Greece, 
among other programs. In addition, the center is famous 
for its “Commentaries” series, which is an article-by-article 
analysis of the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

“It’s not an exaggeration; there’s nothing close,” Moore 
said. “The oceans center is the best in the world. We so 
clearly have the top international conference that the United 
Nations decided last year to co-sponsor it with us, which 
they have never done before.” The event took place at U.N. 
headquarters.

The U.N. General Assembly also recently issued a resolu-
tion commending the Rhodes Academy as a training center 
for U.N. diplomats and others in oceans law.

In 1981, Moore founded the Center for National Security 
Law to advance scholarship and education on issues affect-

ing U.S. national security. Among its programs, the center 
participates in an annual review of the field, sponsored by 
the American Bar Association (which honored Moore for 
his career contributions to national security law in 2013), 
and hosts the popular National Security Law Institute for 
professionals during the summer.

The first of its kind in the U.S. when it began, the center 
has since provided guidance for starting other successful 
national security law centers, including those at Georgetown 
and Duke universities.

“One of our objectives was to create the new field of national 
security law and help people set up centers of excellence in 
the field,” Moore said.

USIP, DEMOCRACY  
AND THE RULE OF LAW

Once the centers were securely operating, Moore returned 
again to public service. From 1985 to 1991, Moore chaired 
the board of directors of the U.S. Institute of Peace. The 
nonpartisan federal institute, founded by Congress in 1984, 
conducted early research on how wars begin, and continues 
to do research and training on the rule of law.

“My greatest professional satisfaction in life is the enormous 
success of the United States Institute of Peace,” Moore said.

Moore’s current colleague at the Center for National Secu-
rity Law, Professor Robert F. Turner, served as the institute’s 
first president. Moore said the institute deserves credit in the 
calls for democracy heard around the world.

“We began the modern push for democracy and the rule 
of law—the whole movement that actually swept the world,” 
Moore said. “Now of course we’re seeing an enormous amount 
of pushback on that from [Russian President Vladimir] Putin 
and others. But it was an enormously important movement. 
That’s a story that’s never been told, but that came right out 

as its official position on the conflict. His work entered the 
Congressional Record as government officials, scholars and 
the media parsed the merits.

“Here I was a very young property professor, and now 
all of a sudden I am an international lawyer, and debating 
all of the top international lawyers in the United States,” he 
said. “That was really the starting point of my involvement 
in what became national security law.”

With the white paper serving to advance his career, Moore 
accepted a job offer from UVA in 1966, in part to be closer to 
his family, he said. He began teaching real property, trusts 
and estates, and shortly after, international law courses.

As the 1970s began, Moore was also asked to serve his 
country. For a year he provided counsel on the Vietnam War 
and other international law matters to the State Department 
as its counselor on international law, before being put in 
charge of a new office that focused on the law of the sea.

D/LOS AND  
THE LAW OF THE SEA TREATY

From 1973 to 1976, Moore was chair of the National Security 
Council Interagency Task Force on the Law of the Sea—dubbed 
D/Los for short. He simultaneously served as ambassador 

and deputy special representative of the president to the 
Law of the Sea Conference. 

Moore’s task force did the preparatory work for what would 
become the Law of the Sea Treaty. Adopted by the United 
Nations in 1982, the treaty established a comprehensive set 
of rules governing the oceans. Nine committees of Congress 
monitored the work of Moore’s group on a daily basis.

“We were negotiating with over 130 countries in the world,” 
Moore said. “Basically we were negotiating a constitution 
for two-thirds of planet Earth.”

He said the efficiency of his office was a source of pride.
“I could get a request at 6 p.m. Friday evening from the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee to testify at 9 a.m. 
Monday morning, and we could clear it through 18 different 
agencies and give testimony Monday morning that had been 
fully cleared,” Moore said.

But he said the highly organized operation came together 
in a somewhat serendipitous fashion.

“The way that office was set up was one of the most effective 
ways we’ve ever run anything in the U.S. government—prob-
ably by accident,” Moore said. “I don’t think anyone had the 
genius to see this was going to work that well. But had we 
not had that interagency office, I don’t think we would have 
had the Law of the Sea Treaty.” 

Moore said the U.S. informally abides by the treaty, despite 
the Senate having never ratified it (conflicts over sea-bed 
mining remain a sticking point), and it’s widely observed 
around the globe.

“Probably after the United Nations Charter, it’s one of the 
two or three most important treaties in the world,” Moore said.
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❱ MOORE shakes 
hands with President 
Reagan.

❱ MOORE STANDS IN A BURNING OIL FIELD 
he toured immediately after the liberation of 
Kuwait. “It was hot,” he said.

❱ U.S. SEN. JENNINGS RANDOLPH AND U.S. SUPREME 
COURT CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN E. BURGER stand with 
Moore at his swearing-in as chairman of the board of the 
United States Institute of Peace. ❱ MOORE teaches a class in 1981.



of the U.S. Institute of Peace.”
From his work at the institute, he was asked to chair, with 

the deputy attorney general of the United States, the first 
talks between the U.S. and the then-Soviet Union on the rule 
of law. Moore decided it was important as a prelude to the 
talks to make an argument for economic rights, especially 
property rights—subject matter some considered too taboo 
to broach with the Soviets.

“The State Department was nervous,” Moore said. “They 
said to me, ‘Don’t you know this is a Communist regime?’ I 
said, ‘I think I’ve read my Marx and Lenin.’”

To State’s surprise, the official response from Moscow to 
adding economic freedom into the talks was encouraging; 
Moore recalled it this way: “We now believe the absence of 
property rights destroyed civil society in our country.”

He added, “I sent a response back saying, ‘The revolution 
is here.’”

Moore said the policy exchange was influential in the 
1990 conference that produced the Copenhagen Document, 
which establishes the internationalization of democracy 
and the rule of law.

Moore traveled to Russia in 1991 for the in-person talks, 
which he co-chaired. His Law School colleague Howard, 
an expert on constitutions, was also part of the delegation.

“Traveling by train from Moscow to Leningrad, John and 
I found ourselves locked in our railway carriage,” Howard 
said. “We could not help but compare ourselves to Lenin, 
who famously was locked in a railway carriage bound from 
Zurich for Petrograd. Lenin’s trip helped fuel the Russian 
Revolution. John hoped to fuel another kind of revolution—a 
move toward constitutional democracy in Russia.”  

Moore’s most recent government service was from 1991-
93, during the Gulf War and its aftermath. He served as the 
principal legal adviser to the ambassador of Kuwait to the 
United States, and to the Kuwait delegation to the U.N. Iraq-
Kuwait Boundary Demarcation Commission.

Moore has held six presidential appointments in total.
In addition, under the aegis of the nongovernmental or-

ganization Freedom House, Moore initiated and wrote the 
first draft for what became The Community of Democracies. 

Founded in 2000, it’s now a functioning international institu-
tion made up of democratic countries that meet every year. 

A LEGACY ON PAPER, AND IN PEOPLE

In the centers’ combined offices at the Law School, there’s a 
photo from Kuwait—a mired tank in the foreground, a burning 
oil well on the horizon. Moore took that one himself. Other 
photos depict Moore giving talks or attending high-level 
meetings. And there are plenty of books—so many that the 
third floor Slaughter Hall digs could be named their own 
branch of the UVA Law Library. 

Moore himself has authored or edited more than 40 books, 
including the ground-breaking casebook “National Security 
Law” (1991), now in its third edition. He also sees “Solving 
the War Puzzle” (2004) as among his most important works, 
because of the theories it advances on the causes of war, and 
how to prevent them. 

He has authored in addition more than 200 articles, mono-
graphs and book chapters. He is also a member of advisory 
and editorial boards for nine journals and numerous profes-
sional organizations.

But perhaps as important as his government appointments 
and thoughts on international law are the people whom he 
has influenced. Past students have gone on to senior positions 
in the government, the military and at nongovernmental 
organizations.

James Kraska LL.M. ’05, S.J.D. ’09 teaches at the Stock-
ton Center for the Study of International Law at the Naval 
War College. He’s also a senior fellow at both of the centers 
Moore created.

“There’s literally hundreds, if not probably thousands of 
people who work in areas of international law who have been 
influenced by him—some of them profoundly—including 
myself,” Kraska said. 

As a young officer in the JAG Corps, Kraska attended the 
third National Security Law Institute, held in 1993. He was 
so impressed by Moore and his work on the Law of the Sea 
Treaty that he chose to study under Moore twice at UVA.

“His teaching schedule is kind of legendary,” said Kraska, 
whose S.J.D. dissertation was published by Oxford University 
Press in 2010. “He must have taught more people in inter-
national law than any other professor in the United States.” 

Retired Army Brig. Gen. Richard C. “Rich” Gross ’93, a 
distinguished fellow at the Center for National Security 
Law and a partner at Fluet Huber & Hoang, said Moore 
had a “tremendous influence” on his path. As a law student, 
Gross was an Army captain looking forward to a career as a 
judge advocate. His final active-duty assignment after more 
than 30 years of military service was as legal counsel to the 
president’s top military adviser.

“I thought my focus in the military would primarily be 
criminal prosecution, but Professor Moore’s class opened my 
eyes to a whole new world of international law, national secu-
rity law and the law of armed conflict,” Gross said. “Professor 
Moore’s textbook remained on my bookshelf throughout my 
career. His teachings became particularly important to me 
after 9/11, as I began a series of assignments with joint and 
special operations units, culminating as the legal counsel to 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.”  

Gross praised Moore for his forward-thinking approach 
to the field.

“Nowadays, it seems every law school has a national security 
law program; however, Professor Moore was an early pioneer in 
this important field, and the UVA Center for National Security 
Law set the standard for the other programs that followed,” 
Gross said. “Over the years, Professor Moore has contributed 
a wealth of scholarly thought to the field of national security 
law; more importantly, he has made the academic practical 
and applicable to those of us who practice in the real world.”  

Kraska said once Moore retires “there won’t be a lot of 
people around who helped create the legal architecture for 
the Law of the Sea.” 

He added that Moore quietly continues to lobby for the 
United States to formally sign on to the historic treaty.

“He has been literally tireless,” Kraska said. “For him, I think 
it’s really a lifelong mission. I think we’ll get there eventually.” 
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❱ MOORE GIVES TESTIMONY about the War Powers Act, the 
federal law meant to check the president’s power to commit the 
United States to an armed conflict without the consent of Congress.

❱ MOORE HAS BEEN A RECURRING 
COMMENTATOR on national security 
law issues. 

❱ IN THE CABINET ROOM AT THE WHITE HOUSE, Moore 
and his fellow chairmen of the United States Institute of Peace 
converse with President Ronald Reagan.

P
ROFESSOR John Norton 
Moore—soon to turn 80—
isn’t just a powerhouse 

when it comes to international 
legal policy. He is also an award-
wining competitive weightlifter. 

“It’s a blast,” Moore said.
Moore is a six-time member 

of the U.S. National Team in the 
world championships, where he 
competes in Category 4 (70-and-
up) bench press. He won silver 
in 2016 and bronze in 2015. He 
was slated to compete in the 2017 
world championships in April.

But the six-time presidential 
appointee acknowledged he has 
limitations.

“Unfortunately I got injured 
last year training for double 
worlds in Denmark and South 
Africa,” Moore said. “I won 
silver despite being injured. I’m 
still trying to recover, but I am 
coming back. I won a gold medal 
in the Pan-American champion-
ships in Costa Rica this last fall.”

What began for Moore as a 
college sport, he said, got put 
aside for about four decades in 
the interest of—shall we, say—
weightier matters.

“I quit all that stuff when I 
was about 25 and didn’t take it 

up again until I was 66,” he said. 
“Then I got stronger every year 
between 66 and 78.”

Before he was injured, he 
was benching more than 309 
pounds equipped (using a rein-
forced bench shirt to help with 
resistance), and 282 pounds un-
equipped, he said. 

Now entering his octogenar-
ian years, Moore said he’s not 
ashamed to be ageist.

“This year in every world and 
national competition, I defeated 
all 70-year-olds,” he said. “But 
the only ones who defeated me 
were all 69—because they let 
69-year-olds enter if they were 
going to turn 70 during the year. 
It’s not even that you are getting 
weaker; it’s the younger guys are 
coming in all the time. Sooner or 
later, the ankle-biters will blow 
you away.”

But Moore said he still holds 
the world record in the 100 
Percent Raw Powerlifting Fed-
eration. “Raw” means lifting 
unequipped. No one age 75 or 
older has matched his 271.2-
pound lift yet.

“And in another year I’m 
going to set the record for 80 and 
older,” Moore said.

MOORE 
SETS BAR 
AS A 
COMPETITIVE 
WEIGHTLIFTER, 
TOO



 PROTECTING PROGRESS          SPRING 2017  UVA LAWYER   59

J   
UDGE CARLTON W. REEVES ’89 came to Virginia for his law degree. But he never had any doubt 
he would return to Mississippi to apply his legal knowledge.

“This is my Mississippi, and I don’t want anyone to make my Mississippi one I cannot be proud 
of,” Reeves said. 

Reeves serves on the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi. He was nominated 
to the post in 2010 by President Barack Obama, becoming the second African-American appointed 
to a federal judgeship in the state.

“I knew being a judge would be the best thing to create 
a greater good in Mississippi,” Reeves said. “It’s not about 
creating new rights. It’s about breathing new life into the 
Constitution that we have sworn to uphold.”

In the past seven years, Reeves has ruled in a number of 
notable cases, including Campaign for Southern Equality v. 
Bryant—the same-sex marriage dispute that he realized “was 
going to impact far more than just the parties”—and United 
States v. Butler. 

The latter involved federal hate-crime sentencing in the 
murder of an African-American man, James Craig Anderson, 
who was killed when a group of young white men and women 
ran over him with a truck—they proclaimed “white power” as 
they drove. The incident harkened back to the state’s history 
of lynching, said Reeves, whose poignant sentencing remarks 
for three of the defendants were widely reported. 

He reflected again on that case, which he said was a tragedy 
on many levels.

“I love my job,” Reeves said. “The district judge is the 
gatekeeper to make sure that justice is rendered. That said, 
although I love my job, the saddest part is sentencing persons. 
That is honestly the worst thing. But based on the factual 
circumstances, I felt it merited something other than the 
typical sentencing many judges do. I do think judges have 
the right and the power to speak through their sentences.”

Reeves is far from a crusader, though. Last year, he dismissed 
a lawsuit attempting to have the state’s flag, which contains the 
Confederate emblem, declared unconstitutional; the plaintiff 
failed to demonstrate an injury that could provide standing.

GETTING AN EDUCATION

As a young man growing up in Yazoo City, Reeves’ family lived 
modestly, providing him with all of the essentials, he said. 
His only regret is he never learned the saxophone, which he 

RIGHTS WON’T GET ROLLED BACK IN MISSISSIPPI UNDER JUDGE REEVES’ WATCH

BY ERIC WILLIAMSON

ProtectingProgress 
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so desperately wanted to play as a teen, for fear of straining 
the family budget.

Reeves recalled he felt happy and safe enough, yet keenly 
aware of the divide between blacks and whites in his hometown. 

Starting with his first-grade class in 1970, Reeves was among 
the initial group of children in the state who never experienced 
segregated classrooms in public schools. (The U.S. Supreme 

Court, he remind-
ed, handed down 
Brown v. Board of 
Education in 1954—16 
years earlier.) But, in 
general, the integra-
tion went no further 
than the schoolhouse. 
Athletic and social 
activities, such as 
summer youth base-
ball leagues, contin-
ued to be split along 
racial lines.

As an older teen, 
Reeves became 
active in voting rights 
efforts by working on 
several local cam-
paigns, and went on 
to learn more about 

the South’s history of social inequality as a student at the 
historically black Jackson State University. His professors, 
and later lawyers and judges, became his role models. 

“Judges in the South, judges in Mississippi have stood in 
the gap,” Reeves said. “In most instances our legislative and 
executive branches of government failed us. The victories 
that African-Americans have seen in Mississippi have come 
through the pen of a judge, for the most part.”

Charles Holmes, a pre-law adviser in the political science 
department at Jackson State, influenced Reeves and many 
other students at the school—including future UVA Law 
classmates Robert K. Long ’90, Lee A. Frison Jr. ’91 and Ottowa 
E. Carter Jr. ’91, along with two who preceded them, Hilliard 
Castilla ’85 and Judy Grier Smylie ’86.

“Charles Holmes encouraged us to apply to the best schools 
possible,” Reeves said. 

He said his favorite UVA Law class was one on voter par-
ticipation, taught by former faculty member Pamela S. Karlan 
(now at Stanford), whom he admired for her practical expe-
rience and hands-on approach. He added that another Law 
School employee, Elizabeth Lowe, a former dean of student 
affairs, aided him and other students during difficult times, 
and remains a dear friend. 

Outside of class, Reeves put his budding ability to think like 
a lawyer into practice. He and fellow classmate/best friend, 
Glenn Walters ’89, mounted a challenge via the University 
Judiciary Committee against an undergraduate fraternity 
that used racist language to promote a fraternity party. They 
brought charges against the fraternity on behalf of a group 

of female freshmen who felt who felt threatened by the of-
fensive flyers. 

An important takeaway from his time in law school, he 
said, was “that justice is never done.” 

FINDING HIS WAY HOME

Reeves returned home after graduation to clerk on the 
Mississippi Supreme Court. But that prestigious beginning 
was never a given, he said.

Applying to three Mississippi judges, Reeves focused on 
connections he had made, and his desire to lawyer in the 
public interest. 

“When I was at UVA, I made a commitment to myself that 
I was going to pursue public interest law,” Reeves said. “I did 
very, very few on-campus interviews because I felt I would 
never work for a corporate firm.”

During his 1L summer he had worked for the ACLU of 
Mississippi. His 2L summer, he had worked for the public 
interest firm Ferguson, Stein, Watt, Wallas & Adkins, an early 
integrated law firm in North Carolina. Founded by Julius 
Chambers, it had become famous for bringing civil rights 
cases to the U.S. Supreme Court, in partnership with the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund.

“That firm became the firm I wanted to emulate eventually 
in Mississippi,” Reeves said.

Although he had no direct connections to Justice Reuben 
V. Anderson, the first African-American judge on the Missis-
sippi Supreme Court, Reeves said Anderson was the one who 
took a chance on him. Since then, “the relationship we’ve built 
over these years is one of like a father and son.” 

Reeves broke his own rule shortly after the clerkship, 
however. He followed Anderson to the regional law firm 
Phelps Dunbar, which handles corporate matters. (Anderson 
is currently senior partner in the Jackson office.)

“Because Justice Anderson was so good to me, I said yes, 
because of my love and respect for him,” Reeves said. 

He added that the law firm experience turned out to be 
an “extremely positive” one. He learned how to practice 
law and litigate cases—from trials to appeals. And working 
in terms of billable hours reinforced the value of managing 
his time efficiently.

HEEDING THE FEDERAL CALL

By the time President Obama tapped Reeves to fill the seat 
vacated by Judge William Henry Barbour Jr., he had realized 
his dream of forming his own firm, the racially integrated 
Pigott Reeves Johnson & Minor. 

One of the firm’s namesakes was UVA Law alum Brad 
Pigott ’80. Reeves and Pigott first worked together after 
Pigott was named U.S. attorney for the Southern District of 
Mississippi in 1995.

“When Brad got the appointment to be U.S. attorney, he was 
looking for people to bring in,” said Reeves, who took on the 

role of chief of the Civil Division. 
The two had met at an alumni 

function in Jackson and hit it off.
“I immediately admired his 

quiet strength and his likeability,” 
Pigott said. “I later learned how 
strong a moral core he had and how 
committed he was to turning Mis-
sissippi ‘around’ where we could. 
Soon after I became U.S. attorney, 
I plucked him from a large law 
firm to be Civil Division chief at 
that office, at his admittedly young 
age. I knew he could do the job 
very well, and he certainly did.”

With the transition from the 
Clinton years to the Bush adminis-
tration, the pair started their firm 
in 2001. It soon earned a reputation 
for litigating important cases, often 
on behalf of the little guy. 

“We did all kinds of work,” 
Reeves said. “We represented 
corporations, universities—but we 
also represented people, individu-
als and classes of individuals. We 
also took on projects we thought 
were the right projects, because 
the practice of law is not about the 
practice of making money. The 
practice of law is about changing 
people’s lives.”

Pigott said that Reeves has a 
long list of personal attributes that 
continue to make him successful.

“He is strong, quiet, calm, smart 
and committed,” Pigott said. “He 
made us a great DOJ official, a great 
law partner—and now a great judge. 
I’m very proud of him.”

Reeves said he thinks his focus 
on people, and a little luck, have 
gotten him where he is today.

“This incredible opportunity 
came to me because of the relation-
ships I had, the work I had done, 
the people I knew, and literally the 
stars aligned themselves,” he said. 
“Being an adult in any profession 
is about relationships and bridges. 
You don’t need to burn any of them. 
Mississippi is a very small place.”

“The victories 
that African-

Americans 
have seen in 

Mississippi have 
come through the 

pen of a judge, 
for the most 

part.”
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I   
T WAS 1957, AND JANET LAUCK WAS STICKING TO HER GUNS. She was the latest law student 
to be “browbeat” by a certain New York City law firm partner who taught a trusts and estates seminar 
at UVA. 

Former classmate John Shroyer ’57 recalled it this way: “This guy was really something, he was 
a holy terror. But she stood right up to him—I thought it was just great. And he backed off—and he 
didn’t always back off. But I think he realized Janet was not the kind of person he could walk over.”

Lauck, now Janet Lauck Blakeman, impressed many of her 
classmates as one of two women to enter UVA Law in 1954, 
a time when few women attended law school anywhere in 
the United States. Women studying at UVA were limited 
to attending some graduate schools, and the nursing and 
education schools. 

“I thought law school would be good for me,” Blakeman, 
now 83, said—and it was. Though she faced obstacles along 
the way, she went on to have a successful career as counsel 
at a New York City law firm, and won the hearts of her peers 
throughout for her determination and drive.

“I think everybody in the class realized she was an excep-
tional person,” Shroyer said. “Everybody in the class thought 
very highly of her.”

SCHOOL DAYS

The daughter of a textile salesman and a stay-at-home mother, 
Blakeman grew up on Long Island, where she first remem-

bered being intrigued by the legal profession after hearing a 
lawyer talk about his work during a high school career event. 

“Neither of my parents went to college,” she said. “My 
father only had an eighth-grade education, but was a very 
educated person and very encouraging about pursuing higher 
education. My mother was a high school graduate and had 
gone to secretarial school.”

Blakeman graduated high school a year early by skipping 
eighth grade, and majored in political science at Wellesley 
before applying to law school.

She didn’t visit Virginia before deciding to attend. Instead 
she journeyed by train to Charlottesville a few days before 
school started. Her first visit to the Law School, then in 
Clark Hall, which features a large mural with several nude 
figures, offered an unusual introduction to the University’s 
decor (see p. 22). 

“Never having been there, and having to walk through Mural 
Hall—oh my goodness, that was an experience,” she said. 
“The women who came after … talk about putting pasties on 

JANET LAUCK BLAKEMAN, THE ONLY FEMALE GRADUATE IN THE CLASS OF 1957,  
PAVED THE WAY FOR WOMEN LAWYERS AND STUDENTS. 

 
WE LOOK BACK ON HER LIFE 60 YEARS AFTER GRADUATION.

BY MARY WOOD

A Pioneer’s Tale
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Blakeman was divorced and 
was shouldering most of the 
responsibility of raising her 
sons. When he asked her what 
she was up to, she responded, 
“Supporting my family!” 

A UNANIMOUS 
CHOICE

Blakeman worked at Patterson 
until 2010.

“I loved what I did. I never 
thought in the morning when 
I got up, ‘Oh I’ve got to go to 
work,’” she said. “I liked the 
people I worked with. It was 
very satisfying. I was sorry to 
retire, in a way, but it was time 
for me to retire.”

Though she retired from 
law, she hasn’t retired from 
the Law School.

When Corse stepped down 
from his role as class manager 
in 2007, Blakeman’s classmates 
unanimously chose her for 
the role. 

“That tells you something 
about the regard with which 
she has always been held,” 
Shroyer said.

Blakeman attends regular 
lunches with eight New York-
area classmates. Gowen, who 
organizes the get-togethers, 
calls the lunch squad the “1957 
Runts.”

“The stars of the Law School 
were the ‘First Families of 
Virginia,’” Gowen explained, 
“and we’re just a bunch of New 
Yorkers up here.” 

Gowen said Blakeman has 
remained “unchanged” from 
her law school days. 

“As in law school, she is just 
one of the guys,” he said.
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different things for fun, but 
that was not something we 
thought about.”

She settled into Mary 
Munford Hall, along with her 
classmate, Janet Rowe Dugan, 
who left after her first year and 
eventually earned her law degree 
at Boston University. 

Among the students, Blakeman 
felt support from those who had 

gone to Ivy League schools—about half of the class. 
“They were more accepting, whereas the Southerners in 

my class were not as accepting of a woman because I was 
taking the place of a man who would have to support his 
family,” she said.

Classmates said Blakeman’s self-assured style helped her to 
become known for more than just her gender, and gain respect. 

“She was very, let’s say, conspicuous,” said classmate George 
Gowen, now a partner at Dunnington, Bartholow & Miller 
in New York City, where Shroyer is also an attorney. “At the 
same time, she was totally low-key. … I don’t think we thought 
twice of it, even though she was certainly a pioneer.”

Classmate John Corse said Blakeman “was always a lot 
of fun, was bright, spoke up in class—and had no hesitation 
about taking on any debate anybody chose.”

She dove into her work at law school, but also saved time 
for activities outside of academics.

“I enjoyed studying and I did fairly well,” she said. She 
joined the newspaper, the Virginia Law Weekly, but felt some 
relief when she didn’t make law review. 

“I didn’t want to have to do all that work!” she said. 
Though she wasn’t invited to play tennis with then-

Professor Emerson Spies like many of her male classmates, 
and remembers a stinging comment by one professor who 

said “the only reason a woman comes to law school is 
to find a husband,” she also recalled going to parties 
at Fry’s Springs Beach Club, outings to Carroll’s Tea 
Room and Kentucky Derby celebrations. 

“My classmates were very nice to me,” she said.

WORK DAYS

When it came time to look for a job, she was inter-
viewed by several law firms, but they usually offered 
excuses about why they couldn’t hire her—in one 
case because the head of the law firm “didn’t hire 
women.”

But her interview with the firm Thacher, Proffitt, 
Prizer, Crawley & Wood turned out differently. 

“It so happened that one of the partners, Mr. Crawley, was 
the father of a classmate of mine from college and also from 
the same town I grew up in,” she said. 

She ending up working for the firm in trusts and estates, 
then a common landing place for female lawyers, but also 
her preferred area of law. 

“The firms wouldn’t have put a woman in corporate—
not in your wildest dreams!” she said. “By and large, there 
weren’t that many women lawyers. They would say to you, 
‘The clients won’t accept a woman,’ because that was the 
mindset at the time.”

The firm Patterson Belknap & Webb had also asked for 
a second interview, but she had already taken the Thacher 
position. She stayed at Thacher for five years, but put her 
legal career aside and began working at a bank part-time for 
several years as she became the mother to three children. 
Her classmate Christopher Stoneman ’57, who was a partner 
at Patterson, asked her to interview with the firm in 1968. 

“I had three small children, and I told them I could only 
work part-time, but they were very forward-thinking and 
they hired me,” she said. Her work at Patterson, where she 
remained for the rest of her career, focused on administration 
of estates, estate and fiduciary income taxes, and supervision 
of the department’s paralegals and accountants. The firm 
allowed her to vary her work schedule over the years—some-
times three days a week, sometimes five days—so she could 
spend time with her family.

She said she felt lucky to have supportive colleagues, both 
as a woman and as a young lawyer starting out.

“I had some very good mentors who helped me along,” she 
said. “Really, when you started out, at least in those days, you 
didn’t know how to do anything. There weren’t the practical 
courses that I know students take now.”

Well into her career, she ran into a classmate at a reunion 
who had once chastised her for taking a job that should have 
gone to a man supporting his family. When they met again, 

“THE FIRMS WOULDN’T HAVE PUT A WOMAN IN CORPORATE— 
not in your wildest dreams! They would say to you, ‘The clients won’t accept 
a woman,’ because that was the mindset at the time.”

❱ BLAKEMAN DANCED with her 
law school boyfriend Ed Moran 
’57, now deceased, at a Fry’s 
Spring dance.
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Hylton, who would go on to become a legal historian who 
often writes about sports, came up with the idea for the league 
with Fred Vogel ’77, future chief international counsel for 
the Marriott hotel chain, and Dave Mullins ’78, who would 
start his own practice in Christiansburg, Virginia. 

For them, intramural softball on Central Grounds had 
grown tiresome. Law students often would travel there 
only to discover the undergraduate team had bailed on their 
scheduled games. When the games were on, they were often 
poorly officiated, Hylton and Vogel said. 

Plus, the undergrads played with larger, softer balls—
“somewhere between the Chicago-sized ball, which is an 
abomination, and a regular softball,” Vogel said. What was 

the point of hitting a homer if the ball didn’t sail? 
The three friends received encouragement for their idea 

from the guys with whom they played pickup games, so they 
checked in with the Law School about their plan. This was 
their pitch: “We thought if we had our own league it would 
be very easy for people to come across the street to play, to 
do it literally between classes,” Vogel said. “And we thought 
it would promote collegiality, that it would be a fun thing to 
do, since North Grounds was kind of isolated.”

The Law School presented no objections and even gave 
them $200. With the help of Bob Barry ’78, they ran the idea 
past the intramural department, which OK’d the dedicated 
field use, and chipped in some basic supplies. 

W
hen the idea for what would become the North Grounds Softball League  
first occurred to three UVA Law students in 1976, they never 
dreamed the league would spawn a wildly popular charity 
tournament in which law schools from across the nation would 
participate. 

They simply wanted to play ball.
“The impetus was a lack of things to do on North 

Grounds,” said Professor Gordon Hylton ’77. 
The Law School’s new home had just been constructed 

about 1.5 miles away from Clark Hall, its old location 
on Central Grounds. Parts of the facility were yet to be 

installed, including patches of sod in front of the school. 
The North Grounds Recreation Center and The Park had 
not yet been created. 

But Copeley Field was there. And if it wasn’t exactly 
whispering like the corn stalks in “Field of Dreams,” it was 
at least nearby and available for frequent use.

by Eric Williamson

The Founding Fathers
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The league coalesced in a brisk two weeks, with the first game 
taking place Sept. 14. Dean Emerson Spies threw out the first pitch 
(due to President Jimmy Carter being “unable to add this engage-
ment to his commitments,” a response from the White House read). 

With names such as “Sliding Scales” and “Homerun Hillbillies,” 
the 15 teams that played were heavily weighted with male law and 
engineering students who resided at the Copeley Hill apartments. 
But a co-ed team “sponsored” by Ernie’s Crabs (which simply gave 
them shirts) played, too, along with a team of professors led by G. 
Edward “Ted” White. 

“It was phenomenal,” Hylton said. “Everyone showed up for 
every game.”

The Copeley Singles (whose roster included leisure-time aficionado 
and future New York Times crossword editor Will Shortz ’77) won 
the Law School championship that fall over the Mudhens.

Hylton said one of the reasons the league enjoyed early success 
was the seriousness with which they conducted their fun. Mullins 
and Vogel, for example, insisted on Astroturf around home plate (to 
prevent it being washed away by mud) and proper foul poles. The 
league also paid some of the better student players to be umpires.

It didn’t hurt, either, that Hylton made sure to chronicle the league’s 
exploits as an editor on the Virginia Law Weekly, and Vogel talked 
up the league to everyone he could.

“I wanted it very much to succeed,” Vogel said. “I wanted it to be 
something people looked forward to. And even that first autumn 
season, it far exceeded our expectations with the number of teams 
and the enthusiasm people had.”

By the spring of 1977, 40 teams were participating in the league. 
Play incorporated participants from the Darden School of Business 
and the Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School. The 
name “North Grounds Softball League,” which more accurately 
encompassed those playing, stuck. 

To this day, the idea continues into extra innings.

On the occasion of the league’s 30th anniversary, Hylton shared a 
detailed account of the founding of NGSL in the pages of the Fall 2006 
UVA Lawyer. He recently updated that article under “History” on 
NGSL’s website. 

❱ THE COPELEY SINGLES CELEBRATE VICTORY OVER THE MUDHENS (sometimes spelled Mud Hens) after the first-ever Law School softball championship. The team members, 
standing, are JIM “MURPH THE SURF” MURPHY ’79, JOHN GUYER ’77, BILL TWOMEY ’77, GARY GOLDBERGER ’79, STEVE ROSE ’77, MANAGER GARY FEULNER ’77 and DOUG 
SCHOETTINGER ’77. SEATED ARE DONNY “BUBBLES” OLEK ’77, ROGER “THE DUKE TRACT BABOON” GLASS ’79, ED ROUH ’77 and WILL SHORTZ ’77.

❱ MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL COMMISSIONER 
BOWIE KUHN ’50 is pictured during one of his 
visits in which he also played softball.

GORDON HYLTON '77:  “As luck would have 
it, Major League Baseball Commissioner 
BOWIE KUHN ’50 was scheduled to visit the 
Law School in the spring of 1978 at the 
invitation of the Legal Forum.
Learning of this, 
co-commissioners 
Dave Mullins and 
Bruce Williamson ’78 
contacted him and 
invited him to play 
for the [Amazing] 
Coneheads during 
his visit. Kuhn ac-
cepted the offer, and 
because we were the 
co-founders of the 
league, Fred Vogel ’77 
and I were invited to 
come back to the Law 
School and also play 
for the Coneheads, 
who were matched 
against a team of all-
stars. Bruce printed 
up a Bowie 50 Cone-
heads shirt for the 
commissioner, who 
was also penned into 
the lineup as the lead-
off hitter. With Dean 
Emerson Spies (who 
had been Kuhn’s 
Property professor 

in 1947-48) on the 
mound, the game 
began with the com-
missioner hitting a 
respectable fly to left 
field. Unbeknownst to 
us, there was a pho-
tographer from New 
York present at the 
game, and a picture 
of the commissioner 
taking a very profes-
sional-looking swing 
at one of the dean’s 
pitches showed up in 
the next day’s edition 
of The New York 
Times.”

SEE UVA LAWYER 

ONLINE for more 

stories from the 

softball diamond. Email 

lawcomm@virginia.edu 

to add your memories.

That Time the Commissioner 
of Baseball Squared Off 
Against the Dean 
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❱ SOFTBALL FRIENDS FROM THE CLASS OF 1997 gathered in 2015 to celebrate the investiture of JUDGE AMIT MEHTA ’97 of 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, a former NGSL commissioner. Pictured are RACHEL EPPS SPEARS, ANDREW 
RUDGE, ANN-MARIE CARRINGTON BURKE, CREIGHTON DRURY, CONNIE PENDLETON, ALISON BARNES, SHAWN 
NAUNTON, MEHTA, DUNCAN SPEARS, ANDREW GASPER, BOB BLACKWELL, DYLAN BLACK and TROY CENTAZZO.

They experienced the thrill of victory—
and the agony of the teeth. 

Not to mention a very polite rejection letter from Harvard. 
Everyone who has participated in the North Grounds 

Softball League has a memory. In honor of the 40th year of 
NGSL, which organizes regular-season play as well as the 
popular UVA Law Softball Invitational in the spring, past 
commissioners shared some of their favorite stories.  

Dylan C. Black ’97, a partner with the Birmingham office 
of the law firm Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, was head 
commissioner when he was a 3L. He recalled that year as 
the first in which there were enough extra proceeds to 
donate to charity. 

“Now the league is regularly delivering five-figure checks,” 
Black said.

But two years earlier, he witnessed something else that 
was memorable: the rarely executed triple play. He was on 
the field with his team, Co-Rec Gold, when his Class of ’97 
teammates accomplished it. 

“I was pitching and the ball was hit sharply at our third 
baseman, Steve Slazinski, who was covering the line,” Black 
said. “He stepped on the bag, relayed to our second baseman, 
who was Debbie Owen—now Debbie Owen Pell; she had 
played softball for Virginia. She turned that play slicker than 
Ozzie Smith. Turned it and threw to Erinn Kelly [Robinson] 
to get the runner at first.”

The team would go on to win the 1995 tournament.
Inevitable with tales of glory are also reports of injuries. 

Ex-commissioners recounted: a hopper to the chin that 
resulted in stitches, a broken nose and countless torn ACLs 
(resulting once in a whole team with knee braces called the 
ACLUseless). 

Allison Lansell ’12, a health care attorney with Rolf Goffman 
Martin Lang in Ohio, lost a tooth in pre-season intramural play 
her 1L year. But she didn’t let that stop her from participating 
in NGSL, and later serving as a commish. 

In a way, it was part of the bonding process, she said.
“I ended up being taken by ambulance to the ER where, 

unbeknownst to me, my Peer Advisor, Rebecca Martin ’11, who 
was on NGSL, sat for more than four hours in the waiting room 
to make sure I had a way to get home,” Lansell said. “When 
I got into NGSL, she was the first one to come up and give 
me a hug and introduce me to the rest of the organization.”

The tooth was re-attached, by the way—no harm, no foul.
The incident even led afterward to an academic discus-

sion with then-Dean Paul Mahoney and Professor John 
Harrison about the assumption of risk at baseball games, 
Lansell said. (Harrison reportedly had once been the victim 
of a stray ball himself.)

Other NGSL memories came from off the playing field. 
Thomas G. McNeill ’84, a member at Dickinson Wright 

in Detroit, was a head commissioner who, along with friend 
and William & Mary law student Bob Battle, came up with 
the idea of UVA hosting an invitational. Today, more than 50 
different law schools send teams to compete.

But in the beginning, the students weren’t sure to whom 
the invites should be sent. 

“We sent letters all over,” McNeill said. “Some replied 
‘thanks, but no thanks.’ From most we heard nothing.” 

But he said one reply stood out. The dean of Harvard Law 
sent a personal note, which, despite being an unequivocal 
no, was thoughtful in its “elegant and eloquent response.”

Former Commissioners Share Tales From 40 Years of Softball

❱ DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF throws 
out the first pitch of the 2016 
invitational.

WHILE COMPETITIVE, the North Grounds 
Softball League has always made room 
for those who simply want to participate 
and have fun. Now the league is also 
emphasizing goodwill and leadership by 
offering its inaugural Goluboff Cup. 
In addition to points 
for doing well on the 
field, first-year small 
section members and 
LL.M.s now compete 
for points in areas 
such as pro bono 
service, leadership in 
student organizations 
and donations on 
behalf of the Public 
Interest Law Associa-
tion. 

“I came up with 
the idea as a way to 
better bond 1L sec-
tions together and 
encourage them to 
participate in the full 
spectrum of activi-
ties that make UVA 
Law unique,” said A.J. 
Collins ’17, president 
of the Student Bar 
Association. 

This year’s winner 
was to be determined 
in mid-to-late April. 
Dean Risa Goluboff, 
for whom the cup 
is named, said the 

honor reminds stu-
dents of the value of 
being well-rounded 
and community-
oriented. 

“Having raised 
children who are big 
Harry Potter fans, I 
could not pass up the 
honor of the Goluboff 
Cup,” Goluboff said. 
“I love the idea of 
both the bonding 
within sections and 
the friendly competi-
tion between them 
extending beyond 
softball to so many 
other aspects of 
Law School life. The 
genius of the Goluboff 
Cup—for which A.J. 
gets all the credit—is 
that it strengthens 
our internal Law 
School community by 
enhancing our service 
to the larger com-
munity.”

Introducing… 
The Goluboff Cup

❱ BOB STEWART ’85 attempts 
to steal home.

❱ THE SOFTBALL INVITATIONAL BECAME A CHARITABLE EVENT IN 1997. In 
2016, NGSL donated $20,000 to local nonprofit ReadyKids and $5,000 to the 
Public Interest Law Association to fund students’ summer jobs in public service.
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TAX PROFESSOR THOMAS WHITE, WHO ALSO SERVED IN POLICY ROLES,  
RETIRES THIS SUMMER AFTER 50 YEARS AT UVA LAW

BY ALEC SIEBER

A
fter almost 50 years of studying and teaching nearly every angle of domestic 
tax law, Professor Thomas R. White III maintains that “tax law is the most 
interesting and relevant course in law school.”  
       For White, who will retire at the end of the spring semester, its draw 
seems obvious.

“It’s the political way that you’re divvying up the benefits 
and the burdens of society,” White said. “Why wouldn’t you 
be interested in this sort of thing? I think it’s fascinating.”

White, the John C. Stennis Professor of Law, has “taught 
just about every kind of tax course you could imagine, except 
international tax”—including classes focusing on divorce, 
retirement, estate planning, real estate finance and corporate 
tax. He co-authored a casebook, “Commercial Real Estate 
Transactions: A Project and Skills Oriented Approach,” and 
has written numerous book chapters and articles on domestic 
tax policy.

In addition to his responsibilities inside the Law School, 
White also ventured into public service, serving in the Treasury 
Department and with the U.S. Congress’ Joint Committee on 
Taxation. In the late 1970s, he worked with the American Bar 
Association Section on Taxation as they advised the Internal 
Revenue Service on simplifying domestic relations taxation.

Through these experiences, White gained a vantage point 
from which he observed social and policy changes that 
restructured fundamental aspects of American life, such as 
family, retirement and personal finances. Far from being an 
arcane specialty, tax law provided the context through which 

White could make sense of these social changes. As he says, 
tax law is “where the rubber meets the road.”

FROM PHYSICS  
TO POLICY

White was not always so sure of his calling. 
He majored in physics at Williams College, but many of his 

family members were lawyers, so he decided to follow their 
example. After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School in 1963, he joined his father’s law firm, where he 
focused on tax law.

After a couple of years in private practice, White felt con-
fined, so he decided to try public service. In 1965, he took a 
position as an attorney-advisor in the Office of Tax Legislative 
Counsel for the U.S. Treasury Department.

White found public service more engaging than private 
practice. His boss was Stanley Surrey, the assistant secretary 
of the treasury for tax policy. 

“At the time, Surrey had a lot of discretion to make deci-
sions about tax policy, much more so than I think you find 

Witness to 
a Social Revolution—

THROUGH TAX 



being phased out in many industries in favor 
of defined-contribution retirement accounts, 
such as 401(k)s. White began to research how 
the shift from pensions to brokered retire-
ment accounts affected divorce negotiations. 

“Now there’s just a pot sitting there—a 
brokerage account,” he said. “A big pot of 
money. That’s where you see the fighting 
going on now.”

TEACHING  
AND PUBLISHING

White’s research after working with the 
ABA Section on Taxation reflected what 
he had learned about divorce. He began to 
teach in the 1990s about retirement, age 
and divorces as they relate to tax. One of his 
interests recently is the current uptick in “gray 
divorce”—divorces between older couples in 
long-lasting marriages.

While White developed classes related to 
his research, such as Aging and the Law—
which he taught with Professor Richard Bonnie ’69—he 
kept his interests broad. “Whenever you needed courses 
taught, I taught them,” he said, displaying the flexibility that 
had served him well when Dean Paulsen buttonholed him 
coming back from lunch. 

White continued to work on his teaching skills, employing 
a variety of methods to keep his classes fresh. In his real estate 
courses, he liked to adopt a “hands-on approach.” 

“I assign problems and then I assign students to teams 
and the teams have to solve the problem,” he said. “You have 
a very technical problem and you ask students to negotiate 
the kind of things you see in these transactions. So now you 
not only have to think about the economics of the deal, you 
have to think about how the tax affects that.” 

White also enjoyed bringing back former students who 
took his Real Estate course to talk to his classes about their 
experiences in the field. “I think it’s rewarding for the students 
as well as for me to do it that way,” he said. 

In addition to his teaching role, White has long organized 
the annual Virginia Tax Study Group—bringing together tax 
alumni, faculty and other experts to discuss topical tax issues.

“Tom has played a very valuable role in helping the Law 
School to stay in contact with its tax alums, and tax profes-
sionals generally,” said fellow tax professor George Yin. 

Over the years, the tax law faculty at UVA Law prolifer-
ated, and White became the elder representative of a group 
that included Yin, Mildred Robinson, Paul Stephan, Michael 
Doran, Ruth Mason, Ethan Yale and Andrew Hayashi.

“I became sort of—I want to say—superannuated,” White 
joked. “There’s been a progression. We’ve always had a pretty 
strong tax faculty but we have more people now who teach 
tax than we’ve had in the past.”

THE FUTURE  
OF TAX POLICY

As White approaches assuming professor emeritus status, he 
remains passionate about his interests in tax and continues 
to encourage students to take classes focused on aging and 
retirement.

Retirement policy is “one of the great problems that this 
country faces right now,” White said. “We’re getting a lot older 
and we have issues that involve substantive programs that 
benefit people who are old,” such as funding Social Security 
and Medicare, he said. He is optimistic about the country’s 
ability to navigate demographic changes, but he is concerned 
that issues related to the elderly do not receive enough at-
tention at law schools. 

After bearing witness to the drastic social and political 
changes of the past 50 years, White sees tax policy as intimately 
tied to the rest of society. “You now have a very sophisticated, 
economically advanced, heterogeneous society and a very 
detailed and elaborate tax system, which has all kinds of 
political overtones,” he said. 

Tax policy is likely to be a hot issue in the near future. Noting 
that the Trump administration and the new Congress have 
been hinting at tax reform, White said that reform is long 
overdue. However, he advised caution when considering 
sweeping changes to the tax structure, citing his observations 
of the relationship between policy and society. 

“The thing about tax reform is, there are winners and there 
are losers. And the losers don’t like losing.”
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in the Treasury Department now,” White said. Mid-1960s 
Treasury Secretaries C. Douglas Dillon and Henry Fowler 
were “much more supportive of what the tax policy staff 
would do. More recently, policy decisions are often made in 
the president’s office.” 

White had long been interested in teaching, and his work 
at the Treasury Department provided a segue into academia. 

For academic institutions looking for new faculty members 
today “there’s a much heavier emphasis on scholarship rather 
than on your technical expertise,” he said. In the 1960s, however, 
law schools “obviously focused on scholarship potential, but 
you didn’t actually have to have a background that reflected 
existing scholarship. So you were being hired to fill a substan-
tive need for the law school that was talking to you.”

White’s hands-on experience with tax policy captured the 
attention of the UVA Law faculty, and he began teaching in 
the fall of 1967.

‘THE YOUNG GUY’

At the time, two older faculty members, Edwin Cohen and 
Charles Davison, were the senior tax law professors. Cohen 
had been a long-time lawyer in the financial industry in New 
York City and Davison was a vice president at Southern Railway 
for 15 years. In comparison to these professors, White was 
“the young guy.”

As White began his first year teaching income tax and 
corporate tax, he found that being the new professor required 
a great deal of flexibility.

“I was projected to teach a section on corporate tax, but 
most students wanted to take corporate tax with Ed, who, 
besides being more senior, also took more time to explain 
tax questions,” he said. “Ed tended to cover material more 
gradually, so if the student decided to take corporate tax and 
didn’t want to have anything move too quickly, Ed’s section 
was the obvious choice. But I was thought of as someone 
who was a little more rigorous, and students chose to sign 
up for Cohen’s section.” 

Only one student signed up for White’s corporate tax 
course. He was undeterred by this setback and embraced 
the opportunity to work one-on-one. “I said alright, I’ll do a 
tutorial,” White said.

This left White with a light schedule. The dean at the time, 
Monrad Paulsen, noticed. 

One afternoon, White was returning from lunch when he 
saw Paulsen waiting for him in the lobby of Clark Hall, where 
the Law School was then located. 

“Monrad was standing behind the door and he was watch-
ing me and I said, ‘This is not going to be good,’” White said. 
“There I was with one student in Corporate Tax and a section 
in Tax I. In Monrad’s view, I was available. The next day I 
was teaching first-year students in a small section in Civil 
Procedure.”

White acknowledged that he was a bit of a stop-gap for 
Civil Procedure at first, but he enjoyed the class and ended 
up teaching it for four years.

In 1972, White was awarded an American Political Science 
Association Congressional Fellowship, for which he took 
leave from the school. After the fellowship, he worked as a 
legislation counsel for the Joint Committee on Taxation for 
an additional year. When he returned to the Law School in 
1974, he was on his way to becoming an established member 
of the faculty.

CATCHING UP  
WITH SOCIAL CHANGE

Throughout the 1960s and ’70s, social changes exerted great 
pressures on policy. White said the challenge with teaching 
advanced tax policy courses was keeping them updated, 
because “you’re dealing with an area of the law that’s devel-
oping and you have to keep an eye out as to what’s going on 
in the world.”

In the 1970s, he added, “there was this sea change in the 
substantive law of divorce.”

In most parts of the United States prior to 1970, divorces 
could not be obtained unless one party could demonstrate 
that the other party was at fault for a dysfunctional marriage. 
Stringent requirements for proving fault led unhappy couples 
to look for loopholes in the law or to travel to states that had 
already adopted some form of no-fault divorce, such as Nevada. 

In 1970, the National Conference of Commissioners on 
Uniform State Laws promulgated the Uniform Marriage 
and Divorce Act, which paved the way for no-fault divorce. 
Many states instituted all or part of the Uniform Act through 
the 1970s and ’80s, and by 1985, New York was the only state 
that did not yet have no-fault divorce on the books. Partially 
as a result of the increased availability of no-fault divorce, the 
divorce rate doubled between 1965 and 1985.

“How the law applied to divorce and what were the roles of 
husband and wife and other aspects of the marriage relation-
ship changed very substantially in that period of time,” White 
said. “So, economically, you got a very different approach, to 
which the tax rules did not work very well.”

White, who had long been a member of the ABA Section of 
Taxation and had been working on the ABA’s project to revise 
the tax rules that applied to divorce, thought that attorneys 
and policymakers needed to modify the IRS code in light of 
changes in the economic rules that applied to divorces. 

“Divorce is an estate planning issue,” White said. “Divorce 
lawyers tend not to think of it as estate planning, but rather 
as a transactional situation where what you’re doing is you’re 
reaching a bargain on who’s going to share in what part of the 
current resources of the divorcing couple without thinking 
about this long term.”

Changes to the Tax Code on which the ABA task force had 
played an important part, including enactment of section 1041 
covering transfers of property between divorcing spouses, 
were adopted in 1984 and again in 1986.

White’s attention shifted to the ways that savings accumu-
lated in retirement plans are allocated in divorce settlements. 
As divorce was becoming more prevalent, pensions were 

❱ TOM WHITE BEGAN TEACHING TAX and other subjects at the 
Law School in 1967. After 50 years of teaching, White jokes that 
he has become “superannuated.”
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R   
ICHARD BALNAVE first realized he wanted to be a lawyer while working as a teacher.

After graduating from the College of William & Mary, Balnave signed up for the 
Teacher Corps, a precursor to Teach For America, and taught low-income students at 
a middle school in Schenectady, New York.

One of his students had a reputation for being difficult to deal with, but was finally 
making steady progress in his education. Yet he ran afoul of the law, and after a swift court 
session, he was sent to a juvenile facility—his promise potentially wiped away.

“I looked at the effort that was put in to helping kids in school 
and the results that took a very long time to show progress,” 
Balnave said, “and then I looked at the short amount of time 
and the major impact on that kid’s life that the lawyer and 
the judge had, and I decided I should be in the field of law, 
where it was easier to accomplish big things for kids.” 

Balnave, who will retire from the Law School at the end of 
May after teaching a range of clinics in family and children’s 
law, as well as courses in professional responsibility, dedicated 
his work to improving the lives of young people—including 
those old enough to go to law school.

Angela Ciolfi ’03, litigation director and former legal di-
rector of the JustChildren Program at the Legal Aid Justice 
Center, has known Balnave since she was his student, and 
later as a colleague.

“The sharpness of his intellect is matched only by the 

bigness of his heart,” Ciolfi said. “You’d be hard-pressed 
to find a more thoughtful professor, mentor or colleague.”

BACK TO SCHOOL

Balnave, who is originally from Glen Rock, New Jersey, graduated 
from Case Western Reserve University Law School in 1977. He 
and his wife, Linda, moved to Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, so 
he could start his career in family and children’s law working 
for Legal Services of Northeastern Pennsylvania. He spent 
seven years in the area, half as a legal aid lawyer representing 
children, practicing family law and human services law, and 
the other half in private practice as counsel for social service 
agencies in Luzerne County.

RICHARD BALNAVE, FAMILY LAW CLINIC LEADER AND MENTOR TO MANY, 
TO RETIRE AFTER 33 YEARS AT UVA LAW

BY MARY WOOD
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A LAWYER FOR THE COMMUNITY

After having Balnave as a professor and mentor, Ciolfi, 
the Law School’s third Powell Fellow in Legal Services, later 
worked with him as a co-instructor.

“He is incredibly patient and very thoughtful about how to 
convey complex concepts in a concrete way,” Ciolfi said. “He’ll 
remember what it’s like to start with nothing as a student or 
young attorney—to start at ground zero or step one.”

Ciolfi said Balnave has played an important role in the 
community as a guardian ad litem.

“He’s taken some of the most challenging cases for kids 
who are in foster care,” she said.

He was one of the first local lawyers to take SIJ cases—when 
a young person from another country is abused, neglected or 
abandoned by one or both parents, they can apply for Special 
Immigration Juvenile status. When Legal Aid Justice Center’s 
JustChildren Program started to work on SIJ cases over a 
decade ago, they relied on Balnave’s experience.

“Some thorny problem would come up and we would call 
Rich,” she said. He played a significant role in training pro 
bono attorneys across the state to handle SIJ cases as LAJC 
started a new statewide project with the Virginia State Bar to 
increase capacity to provide legal representation to refugee 
children. The project has handled approximately 150 cases 
over the past few years.

“We are so lucky to have such a strong relationship with 
the Law School, and I think Rich has been a huge part of that 
bond that we have.” 

Balnave mentored Mario Salas ’14 through the Program in 
Law and Public Service, which involved helping Salas design 
a paper and supporting him through fellowship applications. 
(Salas later became the school’s 13th Powell Fellow.)

“His door was always open and I always felt like I could 
talk to him about, really, anything,” said Salas, now an attorney 
with the JustChildren Program. “In the Family Mediation 
Clinic, we were dealing with some pretty heavy issues in 
the cases that we were handling—the families all were going 
through separation and dealing with custody issues. He was 
so supportive and willing to address those issues with us.”

Balnave offered kind words for the Law School faculty and 
staff, including the clinical faculty and faculty assistant Cindy 
Derrick. He also praised the local community of practicing 
lawyers and judges, particularly for supporting young lawyers 
as they learn. 

Balnave said he was grateful to have “one foot in the academy.”
“Clinical faculty are fortunate relative to lawyers in the 

private sector because we can choose our cases and we can 
give them as much time as needed because we’re not charging 
our clients by the hour,” he said.

Balnave finished representing his last client from the Child 
Advocacy Clinic in January.

“I started representing her when she was 7 years old, and 
she just turned 18,” he said. She was initially removed from her 
home due to child neglect, then both her parents died within 

a few years of each other. She remained in the foster care 
system until she aged out, and now “she’s doing quite well.”

“To see the challenges over and over again that poor people 
face, and to see some of them respond with tremendous 
resilience, is really heart-warming,” he said.
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By the time he applied to direct the new UVA Family Law 
Clinic, funded with national grants by the Legal Services 
Corporation, Balnave was an experienced attorney. 

“The biggest challenge at that time was thinking about 
what would be good educational goals for the students and 
what is it they need to learn how to do in order to properly 
represent clients,” he said.

He taught the Family Law Clinic for 16 years, along with 
various adjunct co-instructors, and represented clients in 
cases before the juvenile and domestic relations and circuit 
courts in the Charlottesville, Albemarle and surrounding 
areas. Over the years, hundreds of students took the clinic.

Balnave adopted creative solutions to teaching problems 
the clinic posed.

Though legal cases can bring out emotions in clients, dis-
putes about child custody or support are particularly fraught 
for those involved.

“We would have a number of classes and simulated ex-
ercises about interviewing clients and counseling clients, 
active listening and patience, to let clients feel like they’re 
being heard and [can] tell their whole story,” Balnave said. 

But most of the challenges the students faced were far more 
traditional: learning good judgment, thoroughly preparing for 
court, planning for a trial, and planning again for surprises in 
case it doesn’t go as expected. 

“I try to help the students understand how very, very thor-
ough preparation yields good results in court,” Balnave said. 

After the Child Advocacy Clinic was launched in 2000, 
Balnave created the Family Mediation Clinic, now the Family 

Alternative Dispute Resolution Clinic, with Assistant Dean 
for Pro Bono and Public Interest Kimberly Emery ’91, in 2009.

Shortly after joining the Law School, Dean Richard Merrill 
asked Balnave to teach a simulated criminal law clinical course 
based on a course developed at Columbia Law School. For a 
few years the school tabled the Criminal Defense Clinic and 
tried this alternative approach. One of the curricular efforts 
Balnave is proudest of was this “dynamic” simulation course, 
which he ran for three semesters starting in 1987 with then-
trial attorney (now a retired judge) Ted Hogshire ’70, who is 
still a lecturer at the Law School. 

The class allowed students to make the same types of 
judgments that lawyers make—what charges to bring, what 
defenses might be raised, which possible witnesses to use—
while they prepared to try cases involving a conspiracy to 
deal in stolen explosives and an attempted hijacking. The 
effort entailed hiring a cast of two dozen actors and actresses, 
motions hearings before real judges, oral arguments in front 
of a panel of Law School faculty (including former professors 
Bill Stuntz ’84 and Stephen Saltzburg), and culminating in 

daylong trials presided over by U.S. District Court Judges 
James Harry Michael Jr. ’42 and James Turk. 

“It was very demanding for students,” he said. “And it gave 
the students a sense of how you have to think down the road 
when you’re preparing for trial.”

Balnave has also taught Professional Responsibility for 
decades at the school, and pioneered a special course that was 
initially suggested by one of his students, Ryan Almstead ’06. 
The course, Professional Responsibility in Public Interest 
Practice, has been offered since 2007.

Since 2011, Balnave has served as director of clinics for 
the Law School. Balnave said he was picking up the torch of 
Professor Kent Sinclair, who performed the same duties for 
25 years before him.

“I learned a lot from him because I was on a faculty commit-
tee that worked with Kent about developing clinics,” he said.

TEACHING WHAT STUDENTS NEED

Balnave said a highlight of his career has been working 
with the bright students UVA Law attracts.

“It’s a joy to work with them and I can feel the energy in the 
building rising in the month of August as they return,” he said. 

Yet there are always some students who feel like they’re 
not measuring up to their peers, he said.

“They might feel like they need help with their writing, 
they can’t speak as articulately as some of their colleagues 
or they’re not as quick with their analytic abilities,” Balnave 

said. “And it took me a while [to 
understand this] because a practic-
ing lawyer doesn’t always have to 
deal with that.”

Balnave met with those students 
privately to talk about what they 
needed help with.

“Then we would work together 
to make a plan for how to address that. And I would alter 
my assignments in clinical courses to make sure that if the 
student, for example, wanted more writing opportunities and 
feedback on writing, then that’s the kind of work that they 
would get. If they felt inadequate about, or overwhelmed by, 
the prospect of going to court—which is a very normal feeling 
for any young lawyer—[then I would] spend more time with 
them so that their anxiety goes down and they feel very, very 
well prepared.”

Balnave recalled when a judge in Nelson County wrote 
a note during the end of a court hearing at which a student 
served as counsel. 

“I wondered what he was writing,” Balnave said. “And 
when all of the closing statements were made and he made 
his decision and we were all about to pack up and leave, he 
stopped us and he pointed to the student and said, ‘Please 
come to the bench.’ And he handed her a note, and when she 
opened it, it had a beautiful compliment about her job. So 
the judges and other lawyers in town have been wonderful 
with our students.” 

A
N EXPERT in domestic rela-
tions and children’s law, 
Balnave has shared his 

expertise over the years in various 
ways. He served on the board 
of governors of the Family Law 
Section of the Virginia State Bar 
and the Council of Domestic Rela-
tions Law Section of the Virginia 
Bar Association, and has lectured 
to Virginia circuit and district court 
judges and to the Virginia Court 
of Appeals about issues in Vir-
ginia domestic relations law. From 
1990-96 he served on the Virginia 
Bar Association Commission on the 
Needs of Children, and since 1995 
has been a member of the Supreme 

Court of Virginia’s Court Improve-
ment Project Advisory Committee 
Concerning Foster Care and Adop-
tion. Balnave directed the Virginia 
Dispute Resolution Center from 
1987-91, and served as a member of 
the Commission on the Future of 
Virginia’s Judicial System in 1989.

Balnave is a past president of 
the board of the Charlottesville-
Albemarle Legal Aid Society and 
a former board member of the 
Charlottesville-Albemarle Bar As-
sociation. He has assisted Virginia 
General Assembly studies concern-
ing child support guidelines, media-
tion of child custody disputes and 
court-annexed arbitration.

Lending His EXPERTISE“HE’S TAKEN some of the most challenging 
cases for kids who are in foster care.”  

  —ANGELA CIOLFI ’03
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FACULTY FOCUS FACULTY FOCUS

ADITYA BAMZAI
❱ Served as an attorney-
adviser in the Office of 
Legal Counsel at the U.S. 
Department of Justice.
❱ Practiced appellate 
litigation privately and for 
DOJ’s National Security 
Division.
❱ Argued cases relating 
to national security and 
the separation of powers 
before the federal courts 
of appeals, including 
the third reported case 
decided by the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance 
Court of Review in its 
four-decade history.

DARRYL K. BROWN ’90
❱ An expert in criminal 
law and international 
criminal law, Brown is the 
author of “Free Market 

Criminal Justice: How 
Democracy and Laissez 
Faire Undermine the Rule 
of Law.”
❱ Worked as an assistant 
public defender, a source 
of inspiration for his 
later scholarship explor-
ing parts of the criminal 
justice system including 
plea bargaining prac-
tices, pretrial evidence 
disclosure, prosecutorial 
discretion and over-crimi-
nalization.
❱ Currently co-editing a 
large volume on “Com-
parative Criminal Process” 
for Oxford University 
Press, with contributions 
from legal scholars from 
more than 15 countries, 
for which he is also 
writing a chapter compar-
ing pretrial discovery laws 
in common law countries.

ASHLEY S. DEEKS
❱ Served as the assistant 
legal adviser for political-
military affairs in the 
U.S. Department of 
State’s Office of the Legal 
Adviser.
❱ Embassy legal adviser 
at the U.S. embassy in 
Baghdad in 2005, during 

Iraq’s constitutional nego-
tiations.
❱ Was a 2007-08 Council 
on Foreign Relations 
international affairs fellow 
and a visiting fellow in 
residence at the Center 
for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies.
❱ Since joining the Law 
School in 2012, has 
blogged for Lawfare 
and has been frequently 
quoted in the national 
media on topics such as 
legal justifications for 
war, the Edward Snowden 
affair, and the use of 
cyber and drone warfare. 
❱ Serves on the State 
Department’s Advisory 
Committee on Interna-
tional Law.

DOUG FORD
❱ Immigration attorney 
at the Legal Aid Justice 
Center in Charlottesville, 
and director of the Immi-
gration Law Clinic. 
❱ Former policy analyst 
for the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants 
in Washington, D.C. 
❱ Served as a senior 
research associate and 
deputy director of Bosnia 

Projects with Physicians 
for Human Rights.

RUTH MASON
❱ National reporter for 
the United States to the 
2008 International Fiscal 
Association Congress on 
tax discrimination and the 
2014 European Associa-
tion Tax Law Professors 
Congress on tax informa-
tion exchange.
❱ Co-editor of Kluwer’s 
“Series on International 
Taxation,” and a member 
of the editorial board of 
the World Tax Journal.
❱ Mason’s research 
focuses on comparative 
taxation, with an empha-
sis on EU tax law.
❱ Has a four-part special 
report on EU state aids 
forthcoming in Tax Notes.

JOHN NORTON MOORE
❱ Taught the first course 
in the country on national 
security law and con-
ceived and co-authored 
the first casebook on the 
subject.
❱ The ABA recognized 
Moore with the highest 
honor in national security 
law, the 2013 Morris I. 
Leibman Award in Law 
and National Security.
❱ Chaired the board of 
directors of the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace (1985-91), 
one of six presidential ap-
pointments he has held.
❱ From 1991-93, during 
the Gulf War and its after-
math, Moore was the prin-
cipal legal adviser to the 
Ambassador of Kuwait 
to the United States, and 
to the Kuwait delegation 
to the U.N. Iraq-Kuwait 
Boundary Demarcation 
Commission.
❱ Former chairman, 
National Security Council 
Interagency Task Force on 
the Law of the Sea; U.S. 
ambassador and deputy 
special representative of 
the president to the Law 
of the Sea Conference 
(1973-76).

THOMAS B. NACHBAR
❱ Is a U.S. Army Reserve 
judge advocate, and was 
a principal editor and 
contributor for the first 
three editions of “The 
Rule of Law Handbook: 
A Practitioners’ Guide” 
(2007-09).
❱ In national security 
scholarship, focuses on 
detention law and policy 
and the role of legal 
institutions in counter-
insurgency and stability 
operations.
❱ A senior fellow of the 
Center for National Secu-
rity Law, Nachbar served 
in Jerusalem and the West 
Bank as legal adviser and 
security justice program 
manager for the Office 
of the U.S. Security Coor-
dinator for Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority. 
❱ Has written extensively 
on the history of trade 
regulation, from mercan-
tilist England through 
20th-century America.

FACULTY FOCUS: 
INTERNATIONAL LAW 

AND NATIONAL 
SECURITY

VIRGINIA’S FACULTY IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND NATIONAL SECURITY 

bring extensive experience in private and public roles, including with the 

State, Justice, Treasury and Defense departments; the U.S. Institute of Peace; 

and the International Monetary Fund. 

Their breadth of engagement on international issues includes a wide range of issues 

such as tax, the environment, criminal law, emerging markets, national security and 

legal reform of former Communist countries.

❱ KRISTIN MARSHALL ’17, LOUIS EVANS LL.M. ’16, MUHAMMAD SYAFRUDDIN LL.M. ’16, PATRICK DORSEY ’16, YIQING WANG ’16 and 
Professor ASHLEY DEEKS participate in the Salzburg Cutler Law Fellows Program, a national fellowship program that gives students the 
opportunity to establish connections and expand their interest in international law.

❱ UVA LAW STUDENTS can take courses at 
the Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center 
and School, next door to the Law School.

❱ PROFESSOR JOHN NORTON 
MOORE talks with Muhammad 
Syafruddin LL.M. ’16.
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SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH
❱ Scholarship focuses on 
separation of powers, 
particularly executive 
powers. Prakash teaches 
Constitutional Law, 
Foreign Relations Law 
and Presidential Powers.
❱ Among Prakash’s ar-
ticles are “The Sweeping 
Domestic War Powers 
of Congress,” and “The 
Executive Power Over 
Foreign Affairs.” 
❱ Author of “The Imperial 
from the Beginning: The 
Constitution of the Origi-
nal Executive.”

GEORGE RUTHERGLEN
❱ Is an expert in inter-
national civil litigation, 
admiralty, civil rights 
and employment 

discrimination.  
❱ Chaired the advisory 
committee on Fourth 
Circuit Rules.
❱ Author of several books 
on civil rights, civil litiga-
tion and employment 
discrimination, includ-
ing “Transnational Civil 
Litigation: Principles and 
Prospects.”

JOHN K. SETEAR
❱ Teaches courses in in-
ternational law, including 
international environmen-
tal law and counterfactual 
diplomatic history.
❱ Is the author of articles 
such as “An Iterative 
Perspective on Treaties: A 
Synthesis of International 
Relations Theory and 
International Law” and 
“A Forest with No Trees: 
The Supreme Court and 
International Law in the 
2003 Term.”
❱ Was a policy analyst in the 
behavioral sciences depart-
ment of the RAND Corp.

PAUL B. STEPHAN ’77
❱ Worked on a variety 
of projects involving law 
reform in former socialist 
states after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, in-
cluding Russia, Georgia, 
Ukraine, Albania and 
Slovakia on behalf of the 
U.S. Treasury, and in Ka-
zakhstan and Azerbaijan 
on behalf of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund.
❱ Helped win case against 
Russian government’s 
seizure of an oil company. 
❱ Is the coordinating 
reporter on the Fourth 
Restatement, providing 
guidance on foreign rela-
tions law. 
❱ Has taught extensively 
abroad. 

PIERRE-HUGUES 
VERDIER
❱ Writes on the interna-
tional regulation of 
banking and securities 
markets, the law of 
foreign state immunity, 
and the application of 
international law in do-
mestic courts around the 
world.   
❱ Author of the forthcom-
ing book, “Global Banks 
on Trial: How Prosecutors, 
Lawyers and Judges are 
Remaking International 
Finance.”
❱ Is a graduate of McGill 
University’s unique joint 
civil law and common 
law program; also holds a 
master’s and a doctorate 
from Harvard Law School.
❱ Is one of five Canadi-
ans to be awarded the 
Diploma of the Hague 
Academy of International 
Law since 1950.

MILA VERSTEEG
❱ Has written on the 
constitutions of nations, 
including the declining 
influence of the U.S. Con-
stitution, and her schol-
arship uses innovative 
applications of empirical 
research.
❱ Director of UVA Law’s 
Human Rights Program.
❱ Worked at the U.N. 
Interregional Crime and 
Justice Research Insti-
tute in Turin and at the 
Southern Africa Litigation 
Centre in Johannesburg.
❱ Obtained her B.A. and 
first law degree from 
Tilburg University, an 
LL.M. from Harvard Law 
School and a D.Phil. in 
socio-legal studies from 
Oxford University.

STEVEN D. WALT
❱ An expert in contracts, 
sales/commercial paper, 
legal philosophy, bank-
ruptcy and secured trans-
actions.
❱ Co-author of popular 
casebooks “Secured 
Transactions in Personal 
Property,” “Payments 
and Credits,” and “Sales 
Law: Domestic and Inter-
national,” and co-author 
of the treatise “The UN 
Convention on Contracts 
for the International Sale 
of Goods: Theory and 
Practice.” 
❱ Teaches courses on 
international business 
topics.

FACULTY FOCUS

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY AT UVA LAW

S
TUDENTS’ EDUCATIONAL, extracur-
ricular and career options to expand 
their borders are plentiful.

UVA Law is one of a small group 
of leading academic institutions 

worldwide invited annually to submit candidates 
for the International Court of Justice Trainee-
ship Program, which takes place at the court’s 
seat in The Hague, Netherlands. (The selected 
clerk receives a fellowship for travel and living 
expenses from the Law School.) Students have 
routinely been chosen as Salzburg Cutler Fel-
lows, a national program designed to expose par-
ticipants to emerging issues in international law 
and develop their expertise in the field. And Law 
School programs such as the Monroe Leigh Fel-

lowship in International Law and Public Interest 
Law Association summer fellowships also fund 
opportunities for students to work abroad.

Students compete each year in the Jean-Pictet 
International Humanitarian Law Competition 
and the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot 
Court competition. They have also participated 
in the Clara Barton International Humanitarian 
Law Competition, the International and Euro-
pean Tax Moot Court competition, and annual 
workshops at the Law School co-sponsored by 
the American Red Cross. 

The Law School is headquarters for the Cen-
ter for National Security Law and the Center for 
Oceans Law and Policy, led by Professor John 
Norton Moore. 

Students can choose to study abroad for a 
semester through the school’s international ex-
change program, which offers eight locations at 
universities in Germany, Spain, Australia, South 
Korea, Israel, New Zealand, Australia and Japan. 
A dual-degree option with the Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po) allows students 
to earn both a J.D. and a master’s in economic 
law. Students can also design their own study 
abroad or extern program, or just dip a toe in by 
taking a weeklong January Term course in Paris 
or Israel.

The J.B. Moore Society and the Virginia 
Journal of International Law are driving forces 
in international law activities at the Law School, 
including as organizers of an annual symposium. 
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JOHN F. DUFFY 
HELPS BRING 
‘FORUM SHOPPING’ 
CASE TO THE
U.S. SUPREME COURT
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FACULTY NEWS

SPRING
 2017 

FACULTY 
NEWS

KENNETH S. ABRAHAM 
has been deeply in-
volved as an adviser in 
the final stages of the 
American Law Insti-
tute’s “Restatement of 
the Law of Liability 
Insurance,” and has 
been serving his last six 
months as a member of 
the Council of the ALI. 
In April, the fifth 
edition of “The Forms 
and Functions of Tort 
Law” will be published.

KERRY ABRAMS pre-
sented a new paper, 
“Family Reunification 
and the Security State” 
at the annual Associa-
tion of American Law 
Schools meeting in San 
Francisco. The paper, 
which traces the history 
of the relationship 
between individual 
rights claims to family 
reunification and 
federal power over 
immigration, will be 
published later this year 
in Constitutional Com-
mentary. Abrams also 
published an op-ed in 
Slate with BRANDON L. 

GARRETT (“The Five 
Ways Trump’s Muslim 
Ban Violates the Consti-
tution”) and co-au-
thored amicus briefs in 
challenges to the immi-
gration ban this winter 
and spring. She also 
wrote a review for 
Jotwell.com titled 
“Flirting with Federal 
Family Law.” Her 
article “Domicile Dis-
mantled,” co-authored 
with UVA Law graduate 
KATHRYN BARBER ’15, is 
due to be published in 
the Indiana Law 
Journal this spring. She 
continues to serve as 
vice provost for faculty 

affairs for the Univer-
sity. In February, she 
presented a paper, “Ex-
clusion, Inclusion, and 
the Administrative 
State,” at a Duke Law 
Journal administrative 
law symposium.

BARBARA ARMACOST ’89  

has published two 
pieces: “‘Sanctuary’ 
Laws: The New Im-
migration Federal-
ism,” published in the 
Michigan State Law 
Review, argues that 
the so called “sanctu-
ary policies” that have 
been adopted by more 
than 300 state and 
local jurisdictions are 
designed not—as critics 
allege—to harbor illegal 
immigrants, but to 
resist attempts to co-opt 
local participation in 
immigration enforce-
ment. The resistance is a 
state- and local-inspired 
reaction to the serious, 
if unintended, conse-
quences of localized 
immigration policing. 
The article contends 
that threats to crack 
down on these poli-
cies ignore the wisdom 
and insight that states 
and localities offer in 
formulating workable 
immigration policies. 
The second article, “The 
Organizational Reasons 
Police Don’t Change,” 
in the Harvard Business 
Review, argues that 
police reform efforts 
fail because police de-
partments blame rogue 
cops. Organizational 
culture, legal rules 
impeding police learn-
ing from deadly errors 
and institutional racism 
are rarely, if ever, ad-
dressed. 

Armacost also is 
scheduled to participate 
in the Nootbaar Confer-
ence at Pepperdine Law 
School, “Religious Cri-
tiques of Law,” in March 
2017. 

ADITYA BAMZAI pub-
lished “The Origins of 
Judicial Deference to 
Executive Interpreta-
tion” in the Yale Law 
Journal; “Marbury v. 
Madison and the 
Concept of Judicial 
Deference” in the Mis-
souri Law Review; and 
“A Trespass Framework 
for the Crime of 
Hacking” (with Josh 
Goldfoot) in the George 
Washington University 
Law Review. He pre-
sented papers at Colum-
bia Law School and at 
the Hoover Institution 
at Stanford University 
in March, and at the 
American Bar Associa-
tion’s annual Adminis-
trative Law Conference 
in Washington, D.C., in 
December.

For the past decade, 
RICHARD BONNIE ’69 
has been a member of 
the MacArthur Founda-
tion Research Network 
on Law and Neurosci-
ence and has collaborat-
ed with other network 
members studying a 
variety of subjects at 
the intersection of law 
and neuroscience, in-
cluding what happens 
in the brain when 
people make decisions 
about punishment and 
the relation between 
adolescent brain de-
velopment, maturity 
and culpability. Papers 
on these topics have 
recently been published 
in the Journal of Neu-
roscience (“Behavioral 
Mechanisms of Third-
Party Punishment”), 
Developmental Cogni-
tive Neuroscience (“At 
Risk of Being Risky: The 
Relationship between 

Age under Emotional 
States and Risk Prefer-
ence”) and Psycho-
logical Science (“When 
Does an Adolescent 
Become and Adult? 
Assessing Cognitive 
Control in Emotional 
and Non-Emotional 
Contexts”).

In recent months, 
Bonnie has devoted his 
energy to chairing an 
FDA-funded study for 
the National Academies 
of Science, Engineer-
ing and Medicine on 
the opioid epidemic. 
The report is expected 
in July 2017. He also 
continues to chair the 
Virginia General As-
sembly’s Expert Advi-
sory Panel on Mental 
Health Services in the 
21st Century. 

Among Bonnie’s pre-
sentations were lectures 
on the ethics of tobacco 
control for the Tobacco 
Center of Regulatory 
Science at Pennsylvania 
State University on 
Nov. 1, adolescent de-
velopment and juvenile 
justice at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town on 
March 6, mental health 
policy at the Virginia 
Festival of the Book on 
March 26, brain death 
determinations at the 
Annual Meeting of the 
American Academy of 
Neurology in Boston on 
April 25, and criminal 
justice policies toward 
young adults on April 28 
in Washington, D.C. 
Bonnie also published a 
paper in the New 
England Journal of 
Medicine reporting 
positive outcomes in a 
five-site National Insti-
tutes of Health–funded 
study using a long-act-
ing opioid antagonist 
(naltrexone) in a popu-
lation of 300 previously 
addicted heroin addicts 
under criminal justice 
supervision in the com-
munity. This study 
arose out of Bonnie’s 
decade-long collabora-
tion with addiction 
specialists aiming to 
facilitate use of evi-
dence-based treatments 
for addicted offenders 
in the criminal justice 
system. 

MICHAL BARZUZA pre-
sented “Nevada: What 
We Know and What We 
Do Not Know (Yet)” 
(co-authored with 
David Smith), at the 
UCLA School of Law 
conference “Can Dela-
ware Be Dethroned? 
Evaluating Delaware’s 
Dominance of Corpo-
rate Law” in February. 
She has a publication 
forthcoming in the 
Journal of Legal 
Studies, “Board Inter-
locks and Outside Di-
rectors’ Protections,” 
with QUINN CURTIS. In 
November she present-
ed her work at the 
Berkeley Law & Eco-
nomics Workshop, and 
the Law, Economics & 
Organization Work-
shop/Bert W. Wasser-
man Workshop in Law 
and Finance at Yale Law 
School. In March 2016 
she presented at the 
Harvard Law and Eco-
nomics Seminar. 

MAUREEN BRADY made 
several presentations 
this winter and early 
spring. In November, 
she presented two 
works in Charlottes-
ville: a paper on the 
history of property 
demarcation, at the Law 
School’s Legal History 
Writing Group; and the 
article “The Failure of 
America’s First City 
Plan,” at a conference 
co-organized by the 
UVA Law and Architec-
ture schools to honor 
the life and work of 
Jane Jacobs. Brady has 
also been presenting 
a new work in prog-
ress, “The Damagings 
Clause,” which explores 
state constitutional 

eminent domain law as 
a broader alternative 
to the federal takings 
clause. In January, she 
presented this project 
during the Associa-
tion of American Law 
Schools annual meeting 
in San Francisco on a 
panel composed of five 
promising pre-tenure 
property scholars from 
around the country, as 
selected by members 
of the AALS Section 
on Property Law. In 
March, she presented it 
at the Notre Dame Law 
School faculty collo-
quium. 

Brady’s latest article, 
“Property’s Ceiling,” 
published in the Vir-
ginia Law Review in 
September, was recently 
reviewed in the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s 
Probate & Property 
magazine and high-
lighted as one of the 
most-downloaded ar-
ticles of 2016 by Land 
Use Prof Blog. Brady 
was appointed to the 
American Society for 
Legal History Program 
Committee this year, 
which involves review-
ing and selecting panels 
for the society’s annual 
conference.

STEPHEN BRAGA 

reported that two 
students from the Ap-
pellate Litigation Clinic 
(all from the Class of 
2017), Erin Galliher 
and Brennan Curtis, 
presented oral argu-
ment before the Fourth 
Circuit on Dec. 8 on 
behalf of clinic client 
Calvin Garrett Gray, in 
Gray v. Ballard. Gray is 
attempting to challenge 
his murder conviction 
in West Virginia on 
federal habeas corpus 
grounds arising from 
tainted blood evidence 
presented at that state 
trial. The appeal was 
heard before a panel 
composed of Fourth 
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ALBERT CHOI 
NAMED 
EDITOR OF 
AMERICAN 
LAW AND 
ECONOMICS 
REVIEW
ALBERT CHOI was recently 
named one of two top editors 
of the American Law and Eco-
nomics Review.

Published twice a year by 
Oxford University Press on 
behalf of the American Law 
and Economics Association, 
the publication is a highly 
respected peer-reviewed aca-
demic journal. Choi will 
co-edit with J.J. Prescott of 
the University of Michigan 
Law School.

Choi is the Albert C. BeVier 
Research Professor of Law at 
UVA. His expertise includes 
contracts, corporations, cor-
porate finance, and mergers 
and acquisitions. He is a fre-
quent presenter at the annual 
meeting of the American Law 
and Economics Association, 
one of the most prestigious 
honors in the field.

From 2011 to 2014, he 
served as a director on the 
American Law and Economics 
Association’s board. He previ-
ously served as an associate 
editor of the review.

—Eric Williamson

JOHN F. DUFFY 
HELPS BRING ‘FORUM 
SHOPPING’ CASE TO 
U.S. SUPREME COURT
The U.S. Supreme Court heard on March 27 a case 
being litigated by JOHN F. DUFFY that could change 
where patent infringement cases may be heard. The 
case, TC Heartland LLC v. Kraft Food Brands Group 
LLC, could substantially curtail so-called “forum shop-
ping,” the practice that allows plaintiffs to file lawsuits 
in courts viewed as favorable to their case.

Duffy and a team of lawyers representing TC 
Heartland argued that, under a 1957 precedent of 
the Supreme Court, patent venue is controlled by 
a specific federal statute that limits the districts in 
which a patent infringement suit can be brought. 

In a March 11, 2016, argument before the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, Duffy said the 
Federal Circuit should follow the approach set forth in 
the Supreme Court’s 1957 decision. The court rejected 
Duffy’s argument and reaffirmed its own precedent, 
which permits venue wherever a federal court would 
have personal jurisdiction over a defendant company, 
not just where the company is headquartered or has 
a regular place of business. The justices will now 
mull how the federal patent venue statute should be 
interpreted.

Dell Inc., the American Bankers Association, 56 law 
and economics professors, and Paul R. Michel ’66, a 
retired chief judge of the Federal Circuit who presided 
over numerous influential patent law decisions, were 
among those who submitted briefs of amici in support 
of Heartland’s petition.

Duffy has long been influential in important patent 
cases. In 2007, he was co-counsel for the prevailing 
petitioner in the Supreme Court case KSR v. Teleflex, 
the first Supreme Court case in decades on the 
standard of patentability. In 2008, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit invited him to present 
oral argument in an important en banc case, In re 
Bilski, concerning whether novel business methods 
could be patented.

He is the Samuel H. McCoy II Professor of Law, and 
the Elizabeth D. and Richard A. Merrill Professor of 
Law at UVA. 

—Eric Williamson
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Circuit judges William 
Byrd Traxler, Henry 
Franklin Floyd and 
Stephanie Thacker. 
The students presented 
their arguments very 
ably, Braga said, and 
fortunately they did not 
have the pressure of 
continuing the clinic’s 
“winning streak” from 
last year in the Fourth 
Circuit because Braga 
had ended that streak 
by losing the case of 
Holloman v. Markowski 
earlier in the semester 
(in what the professor 
calls “a painful, but 
simultaneously wonder-
ful, teaching moment”). 
On Feb. 8, the panel 
decided that Gray’s 
habeas claims were 
untimely. 

On March 16, the 
clinic broke new 
ground with its first 
argument in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit. Clinic 
students Ajani Brown 
and Brandon Chris-
tensen presented oral 
arguments in the case 
Lin v. Rohm & Haas. 
Clinic client Mandy 
Lin is seeking reversal 
of a trial court ruling 
against her claims that 
her former employer, 
Rohm & Haas, took re-
taliatory actions against 
her because of her 
pursuit of Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity 
Commission charges 
and other protected 
activity against the 
company. The argument 
was vigorously con-
tested with both student 
counsel and opposing 
counsel hitting hard 
with their respective 
versions of the facts—a 
heavyweight fight ap-
propriate for the city 
of “Rocky,” Braga said. 
The Third Circuit’s 
decision in Lin is still 
pending as well.

As of this writing, 
the Appellate Litiga-
tion Clinic has three 
additional appeals 
briefed and await-
ing arguments in the 
Third, Fourth and Sixth 
circuits. Those cases 
involve, respectively: 
the constitutionality of 
a Virgin Islands statute 
requiring nonresident 

plaintiffs to post costs 
in order to pursue civil 
litigation in that island’s 
courts; a prisoner’s 
First Amendment right 
to file a grievance 
over prison conditions 
without being retaliated 
against for doing so; and 
direct appellate chal-
lenges to the integrity 
of a potentially coerced 
jury’s return of federal 
white-collar criminal 
convictions for federal 
program fraud.

Braga also gave a pre-
sentation to the national 
Innocence Project 
Network Conference on 
March 25 in San Diego, 
on the topic “Legal, 
Investigative and Public 
Advocacy Efforts in 
High-Profile Wrongful 
Convictions.”

GEORGE COHEN gave a 
presentation to the 
Office of the Attorney 
General of Virginia, 
Education Section, at its 
annual conference in 
Richmond on Nov. 4. 
His topic was “Ethical 
Considerations for Vir-
ginia Public University 
Counsel.” Additionally, 
Cohen is scheduled to 
participate in a sympo-
sium on Justice Benja-
min Cardozo at Touro 
Law School on March 
23; his talk focuses on 
Cardozo and contract 
law.

In November, ASHLEY 

DEEKS spoke at the Law 
School’s Board of Visi-
tors and Council lunch 
about the Obama ad-
ministration’s legacy in 
the international war 
powers area. The Amer-
ican Journal of Interna-

tional Law is publishing 
an essay of hers on the 
topic in early 2017.  In 
March she spoke at the 
American Society of 
International Law’s 
annual meeting on the 
role and challenges of 
consent to the use of 
force in international 
law. Deeks presented a 
draft paper on secret 
international agree-
ments at a conference at 
the Arizona State Uni-
versity Law School and 
a workshop at Harvard 
Law School. She contin-
ued to serve on the State 
Department Advisory 
Committee on Interna-
tional Law, where she 
most recently provided 
commentary on aiding 
and abetting violations 
of international law.

MICHAEL DORAN is 
publishing two articles 
in the spring, “Uncap-
ping Executive Pay” in 
the Southern California 
Law Review and “The 
Puzzle of Non-Qualified 
Retirement Pay” in the 
Tax Law Review. 

In November, KIMBERLY 

KESSLER FERZAN par-
ticipated in a workshop 
on self-defense and 
war at the University of 
San Diego, where she 
presented “Desert and 
Defense,” which will 
be published in a sym-
posium issue of the San 
Diego Law Review.
In February, Ferzan 
presented a chapter of 
her forthcoming book, 
“Reflections on Crime 
and Culpability,” at 
the Duke Law School 
faculty workshop.

In March, Ferzan 
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participated in a self-
defense workshop 
hosted by the University 
of Delaware Philosophy 
Department. She also 
participated in the con-
ference “Crime Without 
Fault: The Justifiability 
of Public Welfare Of-
fenses and the Re-
sponsible Corporate 
Officer Doctrine” at the 
Georgetown Institute 
for the Study of Markets 
and Ethics. The papers 
from this conference 
will be published in 
Criminal Law and Phi-
losophy.

In April, Ferzan will 
be attending the Ameri-
can Philosophical As-
sociation Pacific Divi-
sion’s annual meeting. 
There, she will present a 
paper, “Why We May 
Prevent Optimific and 
Deontological Wrongs.” 
(She claims that you 
may wake up a man 
sleeping on the trolley 
tracks, even if five other 
workers will be killed 
further down the line 
because he is not there.) 
She will also serve as a 
commentator on Patrick 
Tomlin’s Berger Prize–
winning paper on re-
tributivism and the 
harm principle. Finally, 
she will moderate a 
Society for Applied 
Philosophy panel on 
political violence and 
authority.

BRANDON GARRETT is 
the Law School’s prin-
cipal investigator for a 
grant awarded in De-
cember 2016 to a team of 
UVA researchers by the 
Laura & John Arnold 
Foundation to study 
eyewitness memory 
over three years. The 
project will include 
eyewitness memory 
research, studies of how 
jurors evaluate eyewit-
ness evidence, statistical 
work and meta-analysis 
of studies. Garrett con-
tinues work as co-prin-

cipal investigator for 
UVA Law’s participa-
tion in the CSAFE NIST 
Forensic Science Center 
of Excellence, which 
involves collaboration 
with statisticians, psy-
chologists and forensic 
scientists.

Garrett gave talks in 
China about his book 
“Convicting the In-
nocent: Where Crimi-
nal Prosecutions Go 
Wrong” and his more 
recent research on 
wrongful convictions, 
as part of a series of 
events organized by the 
U.S.-Asia Law Institute 
at NYU School of Law. 
He spoke at the East 
China University of Po-
litical Science and Law 
in Shanghai on Dec. 
19, at the Southwest 
University for Nation-
alities in Chengdu on 
Dec. 17, and at the China 
University of Political 
Science and Law in 
Beijing on Dec. 15, as 
well as at law firms in 
China.

Garrett moderated 
a webinar about cor-
porate prosecutions 
for the American Bar 
Association on Jan. 11. 
He spoke at Arizona 
State University on 
Feb. 11 about his essay, 
“Actual Innocence and 
Wrongful Convictions,” 
which will be published 
as a chapter in a book 
by the new Academy 
for Justice.  The book 
includes contributions 
by a number of UVA 
faculty. He spoke about 
a work in progress, 
“The Public Interest in 
Corporate Settlements,” 
at the UCLA School of 
Law on March 23, and 
then about his book 
“Too Big to Jail: How 
Prosecutors Compro-
mise with Corpora-
tions” at a corporate law 
breakfast at UCLA Law 
on March 24. He spoke 
on a panel about large-
scale forensic audits and 
cognitive evidence at 
the Innocence Network 
Conference in San 
Diego on March 25. 
Garrett gave a speech 
about the law and 
science of eyewitness 
memory at the Virginia 
Trial Lawyers Associa-

tion meeting on April 1. 
Garrett recently pub-

lished an essay, “Con-
stitutional Regulation 
of Forensic Evidence,” 
in the Washington & 
Lee Law Review and 
a second essay, “Fo-
rensics and Fallibility: 
Comparing the Views 
of Lawyers and Jurors,” 
in West Virginia Law 
Review, co-authored 
with GREG MITCHELL. 

A book chapter, “The 
Rise of Corporate Pros-
ecutions in America,” 
was published in “Lei 
Anticorrupção,” a 
book edited by Jorge 
Munhós, describing 
anti-corruption law 
in Brazil. An essay, 
“Causes of Wrongful 
Convictions and the 
Significance of the In-
nocence Movement,” 
was just translated and 
published in Japan in 
Ritsumeikan Ningen 
Kagaku Kenkyu. A 
short article for defense 
lawyers, “Defending 
Against Wrongful 
Convictions,” was also 
just translated and pub-
lished in Japan in the 
Quarterly Keiji-Bengo. 
Garrett published an 
additional short piece, 
“The Changing Face 
of Corporate Prosecu-
tions,” in The Cham-
pion. 

Garrett contributed a 
chapter, “In the Shadow 
of the Death Penalty,” 
to a recent U.N. report, 
“Death Penalty and 
the Victims,” includ-
ing information from 
his forthcoming death 
penalty book. 

Garrett drafted all or 
portions of three recent 
amicus briefs, relating 
to habeas corpus, false 
confessions and moni-
torships of deferred 
prosecution agree-
ments, respectively: on 
behalf of the Innocence 
Project and NACDL in 
U.S. v. Russo (Second 
Circuit); for the Juvenile 
Law Center, Wickland-
er-Zulaski & Assoc. Inc. 
and Garrett in Dassey 
v. Dittmann (Seventh 
Circuit); and in support 
of the appellee in 
HSBC v. Moore (Second 
Circuit). An additional 
amicus brief filed in 

JONATHAN CANNON 
NAMED TO BOARD OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
INSTITUTE
JONATHAN CANNON has been named to a three-year term 
on the board of the Environmental Law Institute.

The nonprofit think tank convenes experts from 
diverse backgrounds to analyze complex environmental 
challenges, disseminates recommendations on environ-
mental topics and helps train future environmental law 
leaders.

The institute is based in Washington, D.C., but is non-
partisan and doesn’t lobby. ELI’s lack of political agenda 
is “an important feature, particularly in this age, when 
environmental issues seem to be so polarized politi-
cally,” Cannon said. “It’s good to have this kind of forum 
where people can come together on neutral ground and 
talk about issues, support research and analysis, and if 
not come to perfect agreement, at least see each other’s 
point of view, and develop common strategies.”

The group specializes in producing research publica-
tions and sponsoring forums that target legal practitio-
ners, environmental organizations, and others, such as 
business leaders, whose decisions affect the environ-
ment both in the U.S and abroad.

Cannon, who directs the Law School’s Environmen-
tal and Land Use Law Program, joined the UVA Law 
faculty in 1998 from the Environmental Protection 
Agency, where he was general counsel (1995-98) and as-
sistant administrator for administration and resources 
management (1992-95).

He is currently the Blaine T. Phillips Distinguished 
Professor of Environmental Law and the Hunton & Wil-
liams Professor of Law at UVA. His most recent book 
is “Environment in the Balance: The Green Movement 
and the Supreme Court.”

—Eric Williamson

RISA GOLUBOFF’S 
‘VAGRANT NATION’ 
A FINALIST FOR ABA 
SILVER GAVEL AWARD
DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF’S book “Vagrant Nation: Police 
Power, Constitutional Change and the Making of the 
1960s,” is a finalist for an American Bar Association Silver 
Gavel Award.

The awards recognize books, documentaries, TV 
shows, newspapers and other media for outstanding ef-
forts to foster public understanding of law.

Published in 2016 by Oxford University Press, “Va-
grant Nation” explores how and why vagrancy laws that 
had been on the books for hundreds of years rapidly 
collapsed in the span of two decades, during a time of 
massive social changes.

Vagrancy laws “were used for hundreds of years to reg-
ulate, arrest, surveil [and] control all kinds of people who 
didn’t fit in in different ways,” Goluboff said when her 
book was published. “In part, police turned to vagrancy 
laws when it was hard to arrest people for other things.”

In the course of writing her book, Goluboff created a 
database of 1,000 vagrancy cases that revealed a steady 
march toward courts restraining police power. In 1972 
the Supreme Court unanimously struck down vagrancy 
laws through Papachristou v. City of Jacksonville.

“We often think of constitutional change as starting at 
the Supreme Court—we hear about the court’s arguments 
and the court’s opinions, but that’s not where constitu-
tional cases start,” Goluboff said. “They start in everyday 
life, when people decide that a law is unjust or an arrest is 
unjust, or some interaction that they’ve had seems wrong 
to them and they think there’s a legal problem, and ulti-
mately a constitutional problem.” 

Goluboff’s competition for the award includes former 
UVA Law professor Michael Klarman, who is nominated 
for his book, “The Framers’ Coup: The Making of the 
United States Constitution.”

—Mary Wood
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February on behalf of a 
large group of scientists 
and scientific evidence 
experts describes the 
use of tool-mark testi-
mony in the case of State 
v. Genrich.

Garrett’s recent short 
commentaries include 
“Severe Mental Illness 
and Virginia’s Death 
Penalty,” Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, Dec. 2; 
“The Public Interest in 
Corporate Monitorships: 
The HSBC Case,” Oxford 
Business Law Blog, Nov. 
16; “SEC Boss Mary Jo 
White Should Be Step-
ping Up, Not Down,” 
Marketwatch, Nov. 15; 
“Holding Companies, 
Not Just Individuals, 
Liable for Corporate 
Crime,” OECD Insights, 
Oct. 28; and “Calls 
for Limits on ‘Flawed 
Science’ in Courtrooms 
Well-Founded,” Wash-
ington Post True Crime 
Blog, Sept. 20.

Garrett gave several 
talks, including at the 
Oxford Centre for Crim-
inology about his new 
book project, “End of its 
Rope,” studying the 
death penalty decline, on 
Oct. 10; about corporate 
crime at the Institute 
Des Hautes Etudes Sur 
la Justice in Paris on 
Oct. 13; and about 
wrongful conviction 
research with visiting 
scholars from China, 
Japan and Korea at the 
U.S.-Asia Law Institute 
at the NYU School of 
Law on Oct. 26.

In November, MICHAEL 

GILBERT and his co-
author, BRIAN BARNES 

’16, published a paper 
titled “The Coordination 
Fallacy” in the Florida 
State University Law 
Review. That paper 
resulted from a confer-
ence at FSU on election 
law. Gilbert’s paper 
“Entrenchment, Incre-
mentalism, and Consti-
tutional Collapse” was 

accepted for publication 
by the Virginia Law 
Review. Gilbert pre-
sented another paper—
“Entrenchment: The 
Problem of Constitution-
alism”—twice in the 
spring, first at the Uni-
versity of California, 
Berkeley, and then at 
George Mason Univer-
sity. He spoke at a con-
ference organized by the 
Virginia Coalition for 
Open Government, and 
he debated the 17th 
Amendment at a Feder-
alist Society event. In the 
spring he is teaching a 
new course, Public Law 
and Economics, for 
which he is writing a 
textbook.  

RACHEL HARMON pub-
lished her article “Why 
Arrest?” in the Michigan 
Law Review in Decem-
ber; the article has been 
selected as a “must read” 
by the National Associa-
tion of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers. Her policy 
essay “Police Consent 
Decrees: Evaluating and 
Improving Structural 
Reform in Police Depart-
ments” is forthcoming in 
the journal Criminology 
and Public Policy.

In October, Harmon 
gave faculty workshops 
at St. John’s University 
Law School and Ameri-
can University Law 
School on her paper 
“Lawful Orders and 
Police Uses of Force.” 
She also recently gave 
three talks to major city 
police chiefs and other 
law enforcement ex-
ecutives at the National 
Executive Institute: “A 
Socio-Legal Model of 
Police/Citizen Interac-
tion,” “Harm-Efficient 
Policing” and “Account-
ability and the Police 
Chief.” She gave a talk 
at the 2016 Villanova 
Law Review Norman J. 
Shachoy Symposium, 
“Exploring Police Ac-
countability in America,” 

also titled “Accountabil-
ity and the Police Chief.” 

In January, Harmon 
spoke at the Associa-
tion of American Law 
Schools annual meeting 
in San Francisco for 
the panel “‘The Chal-
lenge of Crime in a Free 
Society’—Fifty Years 
Later.” Her paper was 
“Policing—Wickersham, 
the Challenge of Crime 
Report.” Later that 
month, Harmon gave a 
talk to the Charlottes-
ville community on con-
temporary legal issues in 
governing the police.

She continues to serve 
on the National Research 
Council’s Committee on 
Proactive Policing, and 
as an associate reporter 
for the American Law 
Institute’s Principles of 
the Law, Policing project. 

She presented the 
paper “Legal Remedies 
for Police Misconduct” 
at the Academy for 
Justice, Criminal Justice 
Reform Conference held 
at Arizona State Univer-
sity on Feb. 10. The 
paper will be published 
as part of a comprehen-
sive report on criminal 
justice reform. 

ANDREW HAYASHI 

presented his paper 
“The Effects of Refund 
Anticipation Loans on 
Tax Filing and Compli-
ance” at the National 
Tax Association Annual 
Meeting and the Con-
ference on Empirical 
Legal Studies. The 
paper shows that the 
regulation of tax refund 
loans caused taxpayers 
to substitute into alter-
native financial prod-
ucts and reduced the 
use of paid tax prepar-
ers and reduced the 
number of returns 
claiming the earned 
income tax credit. He 
presented his paper “A 
Theory of Facts and 
Circumstances” at Duke 
Law School, the Wash-
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ington University School 
of Law, the University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas 
William S. Boyd School 
of Law and the Univer-
sity of Virginia invita-
tional tax conference. 

DEBORAH HELLMAN 

published “Two Con-
cepts of Discrimina-
tion” in the Virginia 
Law Review in the fall 
of 2016. Professor 
Kenneth Simons of the 
University of California, 
Irvine School of Law 
published a reply to the 
piece, to which Hellman 
responded (both re-
sponses appeared in the 
Virginia Law Review 
online). In addition, 
Hellman’s article was 
selected in January 
by Jotwell. Another 
Hellman article, “A 
Theory of Bribery,” 
was accepted by the 
Cardozo Law Review 
for publication in mid-
2017. Hellman also 
published a short piece 
called “Resurrecting 
the Neglected Liberty 
of Self-Government” in 
the Pennsylvania Law 
Review’s online edition 
as part a symposium 
aimed to spark conver-
sation in advance of the 
Demos Money in Poli-
tics Legal Convening in 
May 2016 at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. 

Hellman has trav-
eled to present her 
work. She attended 
a conference on dis-
crimination at Hebrew 
University in Israel in 
December 2016, where 
she presented a paper 
on “The Epistemic 
Commitments of Anti-
Discrimination Law.” 
While in Jerusalem, 
she also gave a graduate 
seminar on discrimina-
tion to students at both 
Hebrew University and 
the Free University of 
Berlin (who participated 
remotely). She attended 
a conference in March 

2016 on the theory of 
indirect discrimination 
at Oxford University, 
where she presented her 
paper “Indirect Discrim-
ination and the Duty to 
Avoid Compounding 
Injustice.” This paper 
is due to come out in an 
edited volume some-
time in 2017. She also 
presented “Resurrecting 
the Neglected Liberty 
of Self-Government” at 
both the Demos/Penn 
Law School event and at 
the Brennan Center for 
Justice at NYU School of 
Law in June 2016. 
The Korean translation 
of Hellman’s 2008 book 
“When is Discrimination 
Wrong?” was released 
in 2016. 

Lastly, Hellman joined 
the board of trustees of 
the Campaign Legal 
Center. 

JASON JOHNSTON pre-
sented “High Cost, Little 
Compensation, No 
Harm to Deter: New 
Evidence on Class 
Actions under Federal 
Consumer Protection 
Statutes” at the Harvard 
Law School Law and 
Economics Workshop in 
October 2016 and the 
Stanford Law School 
Law and Economics 
Workshop in February 
2017. In November, 
Johnston was a com-
mentator on Susan 
Dudley and George 
Peacock’s “Regulatory 
Science and Policy” at 
the Searle Civil Justice 
Institute Roundtable on 
Judicial Review of Regu-
latory Evidence at 
Antonin Scalia Law 
School, George Mason 
University. In January at 
the American Associa-
tion of Law Schools 
annual meeting, he orga-
nized and chaired a 
panel, “The Law and 
Economics of Regulatory 
Complexity,” featuring 
Marcus Cole of Stanford 
Law School, Steven 

Davis of the University 
of Chicago Booth School 
of Business, and Richard 
Epstein of NYU School 
of Law.
 
 

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK 

delivered the keynote 
address at the November 
conference “Restoring 
Religious Freedom: Law, 
Religion, Equality, and 
Dignity,” at the Emory 
Center for the Study of 
Law and Religion. In 
January, he spoke on “Is 
Peaceful Coexistence 
Possible?” at a confer-
ence on “Faith, Sexual-
ity, and the Meaning 
of Freedom,” at Yale 
Law School. In March, 
he was scheduled to 
speak on “Religious 
Liberty After the United 
States Commission on 
Civil Rights Report” at 
the Federalist Society 
National Student Sym-
posium at Columbia 
University Law School, 
and on “Equity and 
Remedies” at the “Intel-
lectual Property, Private 
Law, and the Supreme 
Court” conference at 
George Washington 
University Law School, 
co-sponsored by the 
Harvard and George 
Washington University 
law schools; and teach 
a class on the Burwell 
v. Hobby Lobby Stores, 
Inc. case in a Columbia 
University seminar, 
Corporations and the 
Constitution. In April 
he will receive the first 
James Madison Award 
for lifetime commit-
ment to religious liberty 
from the Center for 
Constitutional Studies at 
Utah Valley University, 
and deliver the keynote 
address at the center’s 
“Constitutional Sym-
posium on Religious 
Liberty.”

Laycock recently pub-
lished “Generally Appli-
cable Law and the Free 
Exercise of Religion,” in 
the Nebraska Law 

Review, with Steven T. 
Collis, and a review of 
Thomas E. Buckley’s 
“Establishing Religious 
Freedom: Jefferson’s 
Statute in Virginia,” in 
Theological Studies.

Working with collabora-
tors in the computer 
science, mathematics 
and the digital humani-
ties, MICHAEL A. LIVER-

MORE has several proj-
ects that apply natural 
language-processing 
techniques to the study 
of law and legal texts. In 
November, he presented 
a paper co-authored 
with Daniel Rockmore 
(Dartmouth, Mathemat-
ics and Computer 
Science departments) 
and Keith Carlson (Dart-
mouth, Computer 
Science Department) at 
Duke Law School at the 
annual Conference on 
Empirical Legal Studies. 
That paper examines the 
texts of published opin-
ions in the U.S. appellate 
courts to test for a rela-
tionship between the 
party composition of 
issuing panels and the 
words found in judicial 
opinions. Livermore 
presented a second 
paper co-authored with 
Rockmore and several 
other collaborators that 
uses computational tools 
to model and study the 
practice of legal re-
search, at a conference 
in February on Law and 
Complex Systems at the 
University of Michigan. 
In March, Livermore 
presented a paper (co-
authored with Vlad 
Eidelman and Brian 
Grom) at a faculty work-
shop at Brooklyn Law 
School that computa-
tionally examines over 
three million public 
comments received by 
federal agencies during 
the Obama administra-
tion. This summer, 
Livermore will partici-
pate in the annual Inter-

national Seminar on the 
New Institutional Eco-
nomics, sponsored by 
the Max Planck Institute 
for Research on Collec-
tive Goods, which will 
be held in Sicily, Italy. 
Livermore is also cur-
rently working on a 
project that examines 
the relationship between 
civil conflict and envi-
ronmental cooperation 
and carrying out re-
search on the origins of 
partisan polarization of 
environmental issues in 
the United States. 

RUTH MASON accom-
panied UVA Law’s 
four-person team to the 
International and Eu-
ropean Tax Moot Court 
in Leuven, Belgium, in 
March. This is the first 
time UVA has been 
invited to compete for 
one of the 16 spots in the 
moot. 

Following the recent 
EU Commission deci-
sion that Apple owed 
Ireland over $14 billion 
dollars plus interest in 
back taxes, Mason pub-
lished the first three 
parts of a four-part 
special report on state 
aid for Tax Notes. The 
project introduces state 
aid doctrine to U.S. 
lawyers, counters claims 
that the commission 
unfairly targeted U.S. 
companies, responds to 
arguments made by the 
Treasury Department in 
its white paper on state 
aid and analyzes the 
Apple decision. She 
presented part four of 
the series at the Univer-
sity of Luxembourg in 
March. Writing with 
Michael Knoll of the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School, Mason 
also published “The 
Economic Foundations 
of the Dormant Com-
merce Clause” in the 
Virginia Law Review. 
The article explains why 
the U.S. Supreme Court 

endorsed the economic 
analysis the authors 
provided in an amicus 
brief in a recent tax 
discrimination case, 
Wynne v. Comptroller of 
Maryland.

GREG MITCHELL, with 
BRANDON GARRETT, 
published “Forensics 
and Fallibility: Compar-
ing the Views of Lawyers 
and Jurors” in the West 
Virginia Law Review. 
Mitchell and Philip 
Tetlock (University of 
Pennsylvania) published 
“Popularity as a Poor 
Proxy for Utility: The 
Case of Implicit Preju-
dice” in the book “Psy-
chological Science 
Under Scrutiny: Recent 
Challenges and Pro-
posed Solutions.” During 
the spring, Mitchell 
served as a panelist on 
the topic of implicit bias 
at the William & Mary 
Law School, at the 20th 
Annual Employment 
Law Workshop for 
Federal Judges at the 
NYU School of Law, and 
at Practising Law Insti-
tute’s program on Psy-
chological Issues in the 
Workplace 2017. In con-
junction with the PLI 
event, Mitchell pub-
lished “An Implicit Bias 
Primer.”

In February, JOHN 

MONAHAN presented 
a paper on the use of 
risk assessment in sen-
tencing at the Criminal 
Justice Reform Confer-
ence at the Sandra Day 
O’Connor College of 
Law at Arizona State 
University. In March, he 
served on a symposium 
on violence at the annual 

LESLIE KENDRICK
PRESENTS ARGUMENTS 
IN STINNIE
On Feb. 2, LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 was among those who 
gave arguments in Stinnie et al. v. Holcomb, the case that 
challenged Virginia’s policy of suspending licenses of 
individuals who are willing, but unable, to pay their court 
fines and expenses.

She presented the case at the federal courthouse in 
Charlottesville. The lawsuit was brought by the Legal Aid 
Justice Center and the law firm McGuireWoods. They, 
with a large support team, led the constitutional com-
plaint on behalf of four clients, including Damian Stinnie, 
a 24-year-old suspended driver who has lymphoma and 
fell behind on his debts.

Kendrick, who also worked on the case in the briefing 
stages, argued that the automatic suspension policy, a 
statewide practice since 1994, deprives individuals’ rights 
of due process and equal protection. The state argued 
that recent measures enacted by the state legislature 
make the lawsuit moot.

Looking on during the arguments were UVA Law 
students who facilitated the action, as well as students in 
an unrelated class taught by Professor DEBORAH HELLMAN, 
and other well-wishers. 

Kendrick is the Albert Clark Tate, Jr., Professor of Law 
at UVA. Her research focuses primarily on freedom of 
expression, and she teaches courses in torts, property and 
constitutional law. (For more about the case, see p. 9.)

—Eric Williamson
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centennial of Jane 
Jacobs’ birth. “City 
Power” was also the 
subject of a January 
event at the Fordham 
Law School organized 
by the Fordham Urban 
Law Center. In Febru-
ary, Schragger present-
ed an address on “City 
Power” at the Harvard 
Kennedy School’s Ash 
Center for Democratic 
Governance and Inno-
vation.

MOLLY BISHOP SHADEL 
has filmed a program 
for The Great Courses 
called “Law School for 
Everyone,” to be re-
leased via DVD and 
on-demand in the fall of 
2017.

GIL SIEGAL is slated to 
deliver a special work-
shop at the American 
Bar Association confer-
ence in San Francisco in 
April. The workshop is 
titled “When ‘Yes’ 
Means ‘No’: Rethinking 
Informed Consent to 
Dispute Resolution 
Procedures.”

A. BENJAMIN SPENCER 
recently published “Un-
derstanding the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Policy 
Regarding Transgender 
Servicemembers” in 
The Army Lawyer. In 
the article, Spencer 
explains the new policy, 
discusses how it should 

be applied in various 
situations, and identifies 
several challenges that 
will confront those 
faced with its imple-
mentation. Spencer also 
spent spring break pro-
viding legal support to 
the U.S. Central 
Command in his capac-
ity as an officer in the 
U.S. Army JAG Corps.

PAUL STEPHAN ’77 re-
ported that, in January, 
the Council of the 
American Law Institute 
approved the three 
parts of the “Restate-
ment (Fourth) of the 
Foreign Relations Law 
of the United States,” of 
which Stephan is a co-
ordinating reporter. The 
drafts will be presented 
to the membership of 
the ALI for approval at 
the annual meeting in 
May. This will conclude 
the project authorized 
by the council in 2011.

Stephan contributed a 
comment, “Bocher, 
Gulati and Coase: 
Making or Buying Sov-
ereignty?,” to the Duke 
Law Journal on a lead 
article by Joseph 
Blocher and Mitu 
Gulati.
 

 

PIERRE-HUGUES 

VERDIER is currently 
teaching at Harvard 
Law School, where he is 
the Nomura Visiting 
Professor of Interna-
tional Financial 
Systems for the spring 
semester. There, he is 
teaching a course, Inter-
national Finance, and a 
seminar, Empirical 
Approaches to Interna-
tional Law. In the fall 
Verdier presented a 

paper titled “The United 
States, International 
Financial and Monetary 
Law, and the Rise of 
China” to a conference 
on “Chinese and Ameri-
can Perspectives on 
International Law” at 
the University of Penn-
sylvania, and will be 
attending a follow-up 
conference in Beijing in 
May. He also presented 
a draft paper from his 
continuing work with 
UVA Law professor 
MILA VERSTEEG on 
international law in 
national legal systems at 
the annual conference 
of the International 
Political Economy 
Society held at Duke 
University.

On Feb. 27, J.H. “RIP” 

VERKERKE delivered the 
2017 address in the 
Annual Keynote Speaker 
Series of the Workplace 
Law Program at the 
University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law. 
His talk was titled “Re-
thinking Vicarious Li-
ability for Employee 
Torts.” While at Denver, 
he also gave a faculty 
presentation titled “Ad-
ventures in Active Learn-
ing” at the request of their 
Modern Learning Com-
mittee. The talk provided 
commentary and data on 
Verkerke’s experiences 
with both the flipped 
classroom model of in-
struction and other ac-
tive-learning techniques. 
On March 3-4, he was an 
invited participant in a 
National Science Founda-
tion–funded conference 
at the American Bar 
Foundation titled “Legal 
Education in Crisis? 
Bringing Researchers 
and Resources Together 
to Generate New Scien-
tific Insights.” On March 
25, Verkerke participated 
in a conference on “For-
mative Assessment in 
Large Classes” at Emory 
University School of Law 

FACULTY NEWS FACULTY NEWS

meeting of the American 
Psychology-Law Society 
in Seattle.

His chapter on the risk 
assessment of terrorism 
appeared in “The Hand-
book of the Criminology 
of Terrorism,” and 
another (with Jennifer 
Skeem), on criminal 
sentencing, appeared in 
the Annual Review of 
Clinical Psychology. 
Articles on various legal 
and scientific aspects of 
violence and risk assess-
ment appeared in the 
peer-reviewed journals 
Clinical Psychological 
Sciences, Psychological 
Medicine, Psychiatric 
Services, and Law and 
Human Behavior.

JOHN NORTON MOORE 

is planning for the 41st 
annual conference of 
the Center for Oceans 
Law and Policy (a center 
which he directs). It 
will be held May 17-19 in 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 
and the topic is “The 
Marine Environment 
and U.N. Sustainable 
Development Goal 14 
(Life Below Water).” 
Papers from this con-
ference, which Moore 
will co-edit, will be 
published in early 
2018. The proceedings 
volume from COLP’s 
conference in Shanghai, 
“International Marine 
Economy: Law and 
Policy” (edited by M. 
Nordquist, Moore and 
R. Long), has just been 
released and includes an 
important paper ana-
lyzing the implications 
of the 2016 landmark 
South China Sea Arbi-
tration Award. Planning 
is also underway for 
this summer’s Rhodes 
Academy of Oceans Law 
and Policy in Rhodes, 
Greece, which COLP 
organizes. 

The Center for Na-
tional Security Law, 
which Moore also 
directs, held a daylong 

conference at the Law 
School on March 2, 
“A Region in Turmoil: 
Conflicts in the Middle 
East—Law and Policy.” 
A broad range of politi-
cal, legal and strategic 
issues associated with 
the conflicts in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, Syria, Libya 
and Yemen were dis-
cussed by some of the 
nation’s leading authori-
ties, including keynote 
speaker Ambassador 
Ryan Crocker. 

CNSL’s major annual 
program, the National 
Security Law Institute, 
will take place June 
4-16. Now in its 25th 
year, the institute offers 
an intensive two-week 
program of lectures at 
the Law School. Promi-
nent scholars and 
current and former 
government experts 
will take part in lec-
tures, panels and 
debates to address both 
theoretical background 
and important contem-
porary issues of national 
security law.

THOMAS NACHBAR, 
who also serves as a judge 
advocate in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, is currently 
deployed to Iraq, where 
he serves as legal adviser 
to Special Operations 
Joint Task Force-Opera-
tion Inherent Resolve 
(Iraq). As the legal adviser, 
he provides legal guidance 
on the full range of legal 
issues facing a special 
operations command, 
including application of 
the law of armed conflict 
and human rights law. He 
also works directly with 
the Iraqi Special Forces, 
which have been an inte-
gral component in the 
offensive to re-take Mosul 
from the Islamic State of 
Iraq and al-Sham.

DANIEL R. ORTIZ and 
the Supreme Court 
Litigation Clinic have 
been representing 
Jacob Lewis in Epic 
Systems Corp. v. Lewis, a 
case granted by the 
Supreme Court and set 
for argument in the 
fall. The case asks 
whether an employer 
can enforce a contrac-
tual provision with 
individual employees 
that bars them from 
pursuing work-related 
claims on a collective 
basis in any forum.  He 
has also been finalizing 
two book chapters on 
comparative adminis-
trative law.

SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH 
discussed his book 
“Imperial from the 
Beginning” on the PBS 
show “American 
Forum” in February. He 
presented a paper at the 
University of Georgia 
and Emory law schools, 
participated in a panel 
on Justice Clarence 
Thomas at Yale Law 
School and a panel on 
the Trump presidency 
at the American Enter-
prise Institute, and gave 
a lecture on the presi-
dent’s power to amend 
the constitution at the 
Miller Center. Prakash 
penned op-eds that 
appeared in The Wall 
Street Journal, The Los 
Angeles Times and 
National Review. 
Finally, his paper “Con-
gress and the Recon-
struction of Foreign 
Affairs Federalism,” 
with RYAN BAASCH ’15, 
was published in the 
Michigan Law Review.

MILDRED ROBINSON 
presented “FINES: 
The Folly of Conflat-
ing the Power to Fine 
with the Power to 
Tax” on Oct. 28 at the 
Villanova School of 
Law’s Shachoy Sym-
posium, “Exploring 
Police Accountability 
in America.” Robinson 
spoke about the folly in 
conflating the power to 
fine with the power to 
tax, and identified ways 
in which this conflation 
potentially harms the 
taxing entity and its 
ability to govern the city 
or town with credibil-
ity; the “contributor”—
both economically and 
(especially for impov-
erished individuals) in 
terms of future civic and 
financial consequences; 
and the police, as the 
ability to protect and 
to serve is eclipsed by 
the demands of revenue 
collection. 

At UVA Law’s tax invi-
tational conference Nov. 
7, Robinson presented 
“Irreconcilable Differ-
ences?: State Income 
Tax Law in the Shadow 
of the Internal Revenue 
Code.” The paper ex-
plores why state income 
tax regimes that largely 
conform to the federal 
income tax regime are 
nonetheless less pro-
gressive overall than the 
federal counterpart. She 
presented an overview 
of the ways in which 
states have historically 
approached the taxa-
tion of incomes, current 
state income tax prac-
tices and a comparison 
of state and federal 
legislative processes. 
Robinson concluded 
with a discussion of 
what changes in both 
state and federal pro-
cesses might portend 
for conformity going 
forward.

Robinson also contrib-
uted a commentary on 
Manufacturers Hanover 
Trust Company, as Ex-

ecutor of the Estate of 
Charlotte C. Wallace v. 
United States, a Second 
Circuit case from 1985, 
in the book “Feminist 
Judgments: Tax,” edited 
by Bridget J. Crawford 
and Anthony C. Infanti 
and forthcoming in 2017 
from Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. The com-
mentary explores larger 
tax issues raised by the 
opinion as rewritten 
from a feminist per-
spective.

In December, GEORGE 

RUTHERGLEN published 
an article on the recent 
affirmative action case 
Fisher v. University of 
Texas at Austin, “Fisher 
II: Whose Burden, 
What Proof?” Ruther-
glen is currently 
working on an article on 
secession, “The Rule of 
Recognition in Recon-
struction,” and on a 
revision of the chapter 
in his casebook on “Civil 
Rights Actions” with 
JOHN JEFFRIES JR. ’73, 
PETER LOW ’63, and 
Pam Karlan (Stanford 
Law School) to take into 
account developments 
under Title IX on trans-
gender discrimination 
and university sexual 
assault policies.

The Italian transla-
tion of FREDERICK 

SCHAUER’S “The Force 
of Law”—“La Forza del 
Diritto”—was published 
by Memesis Edizioni 
(Milan) in December. 
The Italian translation 
of “Thinking Like a 
Lawyer”—“Il Region-
amento Giuridico”—was 
published in November 
by Carocci Editore 

(Bologna).
Schauer gave lectures 

on “Being a Reason, 
Having a Reason, and 
Giving a Reason” at the 
Faculty of Jurispru-
dence, University of 
Genoa, Italy, in Decem-
ber. He gave a lecture on 
“The Sources of Law” 
at Sciences Po, Paris, 
in January. He partici-
pated in a discussion of 
“The Force of Law” at 
Fordham Law School in 
February. He presented 
a paper to the UCLA 
Law and Philosophy 
Workshop, and spoke 
on “Controversies about 
Campus Speech” at 
Princeton University, 
both in March.

Schauer served on the 
board of electors for the 
Professorship of Ju-
risprudence at Oxford 
University.

Schauer published 
“Analogy, Expertise, 
and Experience,” with 
Professor BARBARA 

SPELLMAN, in the Uni-
versity of Chicago Law 
Review. His chapter 
“Second-Order Vague-
ness in Law” was pub-
lished in “Vagueness 
in Law: Philosophical 
and Legal Approaches,” 
by Oxford University 
Press.

Law and Social 
Inquiry published a 
symposium on “The 
Force of Law,” with 
commentaries by 
Robert Ellickson, Don 
Herzog, Janice Nader, 
Gillian Hadfield, Robin 
Kar and Daryl Levin-
son, and responses by 
Schauer.

RICHARD SCHRAGGER’S 
new book “City Power: 
Urban Governance in a 
Global Age,” published 
by Oxford University 
Press in 2016, was cel-
ebrated at a UVA book 
panel in November in 
connection with a joint 
Law and Architecture 
conference marking the 

GEORGE YIN EXPLAINS 
WHY CONGRESS CAN 
LEGALLY OBTAIN 
PRESIDENT’S TAX 
RETURNS 
An op-ed written by GEORGE YIN on Congress’ legal 
authority to obtain and release President Donald 
Trump’s tax returns inspired more calls among 
politicians and the public to make it happen. 

When Trump addressed a joint session of Congress 
on Feb. 28, Yin attended as the guest of Rep. Bill Pascrell 
of New Jersey. Yin formerly served as chief of staff of 
the U.S. Congress’ Joint Committee on Taxation (2003-
05), one of the most influential tax positions in the 
country.

According to Yin, the law gives the congressional 
tax committees the authority to obtain and disclose tax 
returns without the taxpayer’s consent so long as the 
committees have a legitimate purpose, such as to inves-
tigate and disclose possible conflicts of interest.

Ever since the businessman-president broke with the 
common practice of presidents over the last 40 years by 
refusing to reveal his tax returns, interest in scrutiniz-
ing them has run high. A WhiteHouse.gov petition de-
manding the returns surpassed a million signatures and 
the issue has come up at many town halls.

Yin described the authority of the tax committees to 
obtain the returns in a Feb. 7 op-ed for The Washington 
Post. He explained the law in more detail in the Feb. 20 
edition of the tax-industry publication Tax Notes, and 
has been featured in a number of media reports on the 
topic, including NPR.

“With the congressional authority, members of Con-
gress can no longer blame the absence of information 
solely on the president’s intransigence,” Yin said. “Those 
refusing to exercise the authority will need to explain 
why they too support the same secrecy and oppose the 
public’s right to know.”

—Eric Williamson
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and sponsored by the 
Institute for Law 
Teaching and Learning. 
Verkerke and Professor 

JONATHAN CANNON 
also are teaching a new 
seminar this semester on 
Conservation Planning 
and Law (see p. 21). Stu-
dents in the seminar are 
engaging with local non-
profit organizations such 
as the Rivanna Trails 
Foundation and the 
Piedmont Environmental 
Council to conduct 
research and generate 
ideas for solving conser-
vation problems in the 
Charlottesville-
Albemarle community.

G. EDWARD WHITE, 
with KENNETH 

ABRAHAM, will publish 
“The Transformation of 
the Civil Trial and the 
Emergence of American 
Tort Law,” in the spring 
issue of the Arizona 
Law Review. 

This September, 
White will give a lecture 
at a conference in 
Mexico City commemo-
rating the first centen-
nial of the Mexican 
Constitution. The 
lecture is titled “Justices 
Holmes and Brandeis 
and the Transformation 
of American Jurispru-
dence in the Progressive 
Era.” 
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‘DOING TIME’ WITH ENDURING CRIMINAL LAW 
LECTURER BOB WEINBERG
 
With more than 50 consecutive years served, adjunct 
professor ROBERT “BOB” WEINBERG has been cheerfully 
doing time at the Law School.

Weinberg has taught his Criminal Procedure Seminar 
every year, either in the fall or spring, since 1965. The 
seminar is geared toward students who seek to pros-
ecute or defend criminal 
cases during their careers.

“I’ve enjoyed the 50 years, 
and still do,” Weinberg said. 
“It’s a great field, a challeng-
ing field.” 

Weinberg’s services 
were highly sought after as 
a founding partner of the 
prominent Washington, 
D.C., law firm Williams & 
Connolly.

He also ran twice as a U.S. 
congressional candidate in 
Virginia’s 10th District.

But no matter how busy 
he was, it was always essen-
tial to him to keep teaching. 
“I feel it’s very important 
to try to improve the law,” 
he said.

In practice, Weinberg 
specialized in litigating both 
civil and criminal cases. But 
“the criminal cases tended to 
be the more interesting and 
the more challenging.”

Weinberg got two clients 
off of death row during his 
career (one was his very 
first client), and he also was 
court-appointed counsel for 
a man accused of a lesser 
criminal act—grand larceny 
shoplifting—in Gaither v. 
United States.

Gaither was important 
because it set a precedent.

“They never showed the completed indictment 
to the grand jury,” Weinberg said of the D.C. pre-
trial process. “That [omission] was held by the D.C. 
Circuit to violate the Fifth Amendment guarantee of 
the defendant’s right to a grand jury indictment. It 
wasn’t a valid grand jury indictment if the jury didn’t 
see and approve the final version.”

Prosecutors continue to this day to “Gaitherize” 
their indictments, he said. “After they’ve gotten the 
jury to vote, after they’ve drawn up the completed 
indictment, they read it to grand jurors, or show it to 
them.”

Weinberg retired from practice in 1996. Even 
so, he said, it hasn’t been hard to keep up with the 
changes in criminal procedure over time.

“The most important changes are the constitu-
tional changes, in cases such as Miranda and Gideon,” 

he said. “The rules of procedure for litigating cases in 
court have changed less in the criminal area than the 
civil area in recent years.”

Weinberg describes his seminar as a “nuts-and-
bolts” skills course for students who have already 
had basic instruction in constitutional law and 

criminal procedure. The 
situations in the class are 
simulated, but the students 
treat the cases as if they 
were real.

“In this course they have 
to write an indictment from 
a hypothetical set of facts,” 
Weinberg said. “They 
then move to dismiss each 
other’s indictments. And 
they have to represent an 
individual defendant, or act 
as the prosecutor opposing 
the defense motions. For 
the last class of the term, 
they argue the motions 
they’ve written.”

Weinberg plays the trial 
judge for the oral argu-
ments.

Among his many career 
accomplishments, Wein-
berg was president of both 
the District of Columbia 
Bar and the Bar Association 
of  the District of Columbia. 
The bar association named 
him Washington Lawyer 
of the Year in 2000. He 
also served as president of 
the American Association 
of Jewish Lawyers and 
Jurists, founded by Su-
preme Court Justice Arthur 
Goldberg, and is a recipient 
of the group’s 2009 Pursuit 
of Justice Award.

In law school at Yale University, he was note and 
comment editor of the Yale Law Journal, and a mem-
ber of Order of the Coif. He also received a Ph.D. 
from the London School of Economics.

His son Jeremy Weinberg is a 2006 graduate of 
UVA Law.
“Generations of students, many of whom have 
gone on to prominent careers as U.S. attorneys 
and defense attorneys, can thank Bob for their 
first introduction to the inside workings of federal 
criminal practice,” said Professor BRANDON GARRETT, 
an expert in exonerating the falsely accused who has 
been a guest speaker in Weinberg’s class.

—Eric Williamson
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Sen. John N. Kennedy ’77
IN THE UVA LAW PROFESSOR’S hypothetical baseball game, a batter hits a ground ball 
sharply up the middle. The second baseman fields it and flips to first, but his throw goes 
high and wide, hitting a fan in the stands and causing severe injury. Has the second 
baseman committed a tort?

“Mr. Kennedy?”
“Well, I didn’t know anything,” recalled John N. Kennedy ’77, the newly elected U.S. 

senator from Louisiana, sitting in his temporary quarters in the basement of the Russell 
Senate Office Building one morning in late January. “I was a first-year law student. I had 

done the reading, but that 
wasn’t in it. So I said, ‘No.’” 

“Why?” the professor 
asked, taking the next step in 
the Socratic dance. 

“I couldn’t think of 
anything. So I said, ‘Well 
it’s bad enough that he got 
charged with an error on 
the play.’” Satisfied, and no 
doubt amused, the instruc-
tor moved on, to Kennedy’s 
relief. 

Being a freshman senator 
has similarities with being a 
first-year law student. There 
are a lot of new faces to 
learn, new rules to adjust to 
(here is an example Ken-
nedy offers: The only two 
beverages allowed on the 
Senate floor during a filibus-
ter are water and milk), and 
a lot of dry reading.

Because Kennedy was not elected until 
he prevailed in a runoff in early December, 
he ranked—temporarily at least—dead last 
in seniority, which meant last dibs on office 
space and a high likelihood of being tapped 
for drudge work such as presiding over the 
Senate at odd hours. Kennedy was in the 
chair on the night of the college football 
national championship game; forbidden 
by Senate rules from having his cell phone 
out, he relied on periodic updates from the 
cloakroom to learn the score. He has since 
gotten his feet wet, introducing a few bills 
and co-sponsoring others, and making 
friends in both parties. 

Kennedy came to UVA from Vanderbilt, 
where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa and 
was president of his senior class. At Virgin-
ia, he was elected to the Order of the Coif 
and served as an executive editor of the 
Virginia Law Review with now-Professor 
Paul Stephan ’77, who describes Kennedy 
as “unambiguously one of the top students 

in our class.” Following graduation, he 
earned a bachelor of civil law degree with 
first honors from Magdalen College, Ox-
ford, before entering private practice. He 
also taught for 15 years as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Louisiana State University Law 
School and has been a volunteer substitute 
in local public schools.

Like several current congressional 
Republicans from the South, Kennedy 
began his political career as a Democrat. 
Then-Gov. Buddy Roemer appointed him 
special counsel in 1988 and later secretary 
of his cabinet. He was appointed secretary 
of the state revenue department in 1996 
and elected state treasurer in 1999, winning 
re-election four times. Along the way, he 
clashed several times with Republican gov-
ernors, always calling for smaller govern-
ment and a tighter rein on spending. 

Kennedy, who lives in Madisonville on 
the north shore of Lake Ponchartrain, ran 
twice unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate be-
fore winning last year; after finishing first 

in the state’s open primary, he prevailed 
easily in the runoff under the slogan, “Con-
servative for U.S. Senate.” He summarizes 
his political philosophy as follows: “I be-
lieve that government tries to do too much, 
and as a result it does too much of it badly. 
I’m a populist in the sense that what so 
many Americans are angry about is that we 
have too many undeserving folks at the top 
getting bailouts and too many undeserving 
folks at the bottom getting handouts, and 
the rest of us in the middle get the bill.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89
 

The 
First-Year 

Senator 

VITA

❱ KENNEDY LISTENS during Attorney 
General nominee Jeff Sessions’ 
confirmation hearings.

CONSERVATIVE 
KENNEDY 
SWINGS FOR 
THE FENCES 
IN NEW 
ROLE ON 
CAPITOL 
HILL

“I BELIEVE THAT GOVERNMENT TRIES TO DO TOO MUCH, 
AND AS A RESULT IT DOES TOO MUCH OF IT BADLY.” 



96   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2017  SPRING 2017  UVA LAWYER   97

CLASS NOTES

U.S. Rep. 
A. Donald McEachin ’86
REP. A. DONALD MCEACHIN ’86, NEWLY ELECTED TO CONGRESS from Virginia’s 4th 
Congressional District, has been in the majority and he has been in the minority—and he 
will freely tell you that being in the majority is better.

But McEachin and his fellow Democrats will be in the minority as he begins his first 
term in the House of Representatives, which means that the opportunity to introduce 
legislation or even amendments with a reasonable chance of enactment is small. Most of 
what McEachin and his caucus mates will be doing for at least the next two years is play-
ing defense.

VITA

“You’re still pinching yourself, 
the fact that you’re here at all,” he 
said of his first weeks in Washing-
ton. “But there’s work to be done.”

He has a long list of things he 
would like to address, which 
includes increasing access to 
rural broadband internet service 
and improving the quality of life 
for those in the military. Both 
are important in McEachin’s 
district, which includes the 
city of Richmond and stretches 
down to the North Carolina line, 
including many constituents who 
work at the Norfolk naval base. 
McEachin serves on the Armed 
Services Committee, including its 
subcommittees on readiness and 
sea power, as well as the Natural 
Resources Committee. 

“I hope to do things on a bipar-
tisan basis,” he said, “but when we 
have to stand up to the president 
and tell him he’s wrong, I’m able 
to do that, too.”

McEachin was first elected to the Virgin-
ia House of Delegates in 1995 and served 
three terms. After winning the Democratic 
nomination for attorney general but losing 
the general election, he returned to the 
House of Delegates in 2005, prevailing in 
his primary by just 44 votes. He won the 
first of two terms in the Virginia Senate in 
2007 before deciding to run for Congress. 
During his time in office, he championed 
legislation to close substandard landfills 
and created the Offshore Wind Develop-
ment Authority.

McEachin acknowledged that he owes 
his congressional district to the courts. He 
and fellow Democrats blasted a redistrict-
ing plan approved by the Republican-con-
trolled legislature as “plantation politics” 
because it attempted to gerrymander 
African-American voters into a single 
black-majority district. A federal court 

agreed, tossing out the Republicans’ map 
and imposing a new one. McEachin noted 
with pride that Virginia currently has two 
African-Americans in its congressional del-
egation, neither one of whom represents a 
black majority district.

McEachin spent the first several years 
of his life in Europe as an Army brat (his 
father, a Korean War veteran, served in 
Germany and Italy working as a field 
nuclear weapons specialist). The family 
moved to Richmond when McEachin was 
in third grade, and he attended high school 
at St. Christopher’s School. He graduated 
from American University in 1983 before 
starting law school, which he called “the 
best three years of my life.” The real prize, 
though, was meeting his wife, Colette 
McEachin ’85, who is now a deputy com-
monwealth’s attorney in Richmond.

In 2005, McEachin faced a crossroads. 

Out of elective office after losing 
his race for attorney general, 
he was troubled, he said, when 
his three children began asking 
pointed spiritual questions that 
he found difficult to answer. 
“I wanted to be able to have 
kitchen-table conversations,” 
he said. While still practicing 
law, McEachin decided to enter 
seminary, earning his master’s 
of divinity degree from Virginia 
Union University in 2008. He 
currently attends Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in Beaverdam, 
Virginia, just north of Ashland, 
sometimes filling in as a guest 
preacher.

The new congressman said 
he is determined to stay in 
touch with his constituents by 
taking full advantage of the con-
gressional franking privilege to 
send newsletters and legislative 
updates. When the House is in 
recess, he will host town halls 

and wants to explore online events as well, 
he said. Mostly, though, his strategy is to be 
visible in his district: “Go visit folks where 
they are and listen to their concerns.”

Long a reliably red state, Virginia turned 
purple in the mid-2000s and now seems 
to lean toward blue: Democrats currently 
hold the governorship and both U.S. Senate 
seats. Does the Old Dominion provide a 
lesson for the national party? McEachin is 
confident that it does.

“The message is that Virginia’s de-
mographics are destiny,” he said. “Our 
demography has changed and our party 
has embraced those demographics, where 
the Republicans haven’t. 

“We’re going to be all right.”
—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

“YOU’RE STILL PINCHING YOURSELF, THE FACT THAT YOU’RE HERE AT ALL,” HE SAID 
OF HIS FIRST WEEKS IN WASHINGTON. “BUT THERE’S WORK TO BE DONE.”

Stepping 
Up 

to ServeFORMER 
VIRGINIA 
DELEGATE 
MAKES 
LEAP 
TO U.S. 
CONGRESS

❱ MCEACHIN RALLIED SUPPORTERS 
of the Affordable Care Act on Jan. 15 
in Richmond.
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Ed McCaffrey and Fox Sports executive 
Jeff Husvar, hope to field four teams in 
Southern California. 

The game on the field will be largely 
identical to that of NFL play, Yee said, 
but safer. He hopes to reduce the risk of 
injury or concussions by playing a shorter 
season (seven or eight games as opposed 
to 12-13 for college and 16 in the pros) 
and perhaps tinker with kickoff and punt 
returns, where many football injuries 
occur. Besides developing talent, Yee sees 
the league as an alternative to college for 
young men who may prosper in a different 
learning environment; he hopes to estab-
lish mentoring and internship programs to 
help them develop their interests for life 
after football. 

College football, he said, “conflates the 
game and the academic path, but many 
players don’t fit that. A lot of kids say, ‘I’m 
not a sit-behind-a-desk, 9-to-5 type of 

person.’ We will try to help them 
make connections so they can go 
on to do and try other things.”

Although he is launching a 
startup, Yee is in many ways the 
consummate NFL insider. He 
represents numerous star players, 
including New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady, whom he 
calls “as terrific and well-adjusted 
a person as you could meet.” Yee’s 
first sports love, though, was 

baseball. The son of Chinese immigrants 
(his mother spoke little English), he got 
his start, and his first paycheck, at the age 
of 13 working as a bat boy for the Sacra-
mento Solons, a minor league team in his 
hometown. Shortly after law school, a 
friend approached him about representing 
a college football player preparing for the 
NFL draft. Yee took the athlete on, and has 
not looked back.

Will Pac Pro Football emulate the AFL 
or the XFL? Stay tuned next summer.

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Don Yee ’87
THE TRACK RECORD FOR NEW SPORTS LEAGUES is hit-or-miss. A few, like the Ameri-
can Football League, make it. Most—recall, if you can, the United States Football League or 
XFL—don’t. Sports super-agent Don Yee ’87 thinks he has an idea that can beat the odds.

Yee, a partner at Los Angeles–based management and consulting firm Yee & Dubin 
Sports Inc., intends to launch Pacific Pro Football in the summer of 2018. Pac Pro, as they 
call it, aims to be a developmental league for the NFL outside the college ranks. Players 
will be less than three years removed from high school (and thus not eligible for the pro 
draft) and, very much unlike college, they will be paid an average salary of $50,000. Pac 
Pro’s organizers, who also include former New York Giants and Denver Broncos receiver 

Representing Chevron, she won equi-
table relief under the federal RICO statute 
against plaintiffs’ counsel, who was found 
to have ghostwritten a $9 billion Ecuador-
ian judgment after bribing the Ecuadorian 
trial judge. The Wall Street Journal called 
the case the “legal fraud of the century.”

Neuman’s other clients include Lock-
heed-Martin, Eli Lilly & Co. and Hilton 
International. She even defended Liza 
Minnelli against a claim of elder abuse 
allegedly brought by Minelli’s stepmother 
but later exposed as having been fabricated 
by counsel.

With a track record like that, accolades 
have followed: Neuman has been named 
one of the top 100 trial lawyers in the coun-
try and one of the top 250 women in litiga-

tion. American Lawyer named 
Gibson Dunn’s litigation group as 
its department of the year in 2010, 
2012 and 2016.

Asked how the firm develops 
lawyers, Neuman cheerfully de-
scribed Gibson Dunn’s approach 
as “anarchy.” Associates are not 
assigned to a practice group or 
partner; rather, they are free to 
pursue whatever work interests 
them. Partners, in turn, find the 

associates with whom they like to work. 
“It’s very important to build strong mu-

tual relationships,” she said. 
Neuman also spends a lot of time on the 

road—typically once or twice a month, 
although she recalled busier years in which 
she spent 80 percent of her time living out 
of a suitcase.

Neuman attended the Law School after 
graduating with high distinction from 
UVA’s McIntire School of Commerce. She 
spent the first 20 years of her career work-
ing in Gibson Dunn’s Orange County office 
before moving to New York five years ago 
with her husband and classmate, J. Fred 
Neuman ’90, and their two children. 

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Andrea Neuman ’90 
AN UNDERAPPRECIATED SKILL for any experienced litigator is putting together a team to 
work on a major case. Andrea Neuman ’90 does this a lot.

Neuman, who co-chairs Gibson Dunn’s transnational litigation practice group and 
is also a member of the firm’s appellate, class action, environmental litigation and mass 
tort, and international arbitration practice groups, has handled high-stakes cases in both 
national and international forums. 

She successfully defended Dole Food in multiple high-stakes matters involving corrup- 
tion in foreign jurisdictions.  Neuman proved that key evidence had been tampered with 
and, as an American Lawyer profile noted with amusement, “coaxed one plaintiff to admit  
that he had been trained to testify ‘like a parrot.’” Most recently, she defended Dole against  
claims that it had funded the right-wing paramilitary and drug-trafficking group AUC when  
it was operating in Colombia, winning a complete dismissal, as well as tens of thousands 
of dollars in sanctions against the plaintiffs’ counsel for abuse of the discovery process. 
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and the remainder funds other nonprofit 
programs and services in local markets.

Preston is part of a team that resolves 
licensing, indemnification and other legal 
tangles that may arise. It’s a fun project 
to be a part of, she says, even if most of 
the fantasy gifts fall a little outside even a 
general counsel’s budget. 

Preston moved to Dallas in February 
2013 after 11 years in the legal department 
at San Francisco-based Levi Strauss & 
Co. (first as associate general counsel and 
eventually as chief compliance officer). 

“I joke to friends that I only work for 
companies that are more than 100 years 
old,” she said.

Before moving to Dallas, Preston’s legal 
career had been based in the Bay Area. 
After earning her bachelor’s degree at 
Georgetown (where she was a member 
of the National Jesuit Honor Society) 

and law school, Preston worked 
for several firms, starting first in 
employment and ERISA law at 
Baker McKenzie, and eventually 
expanding her portfolio to include 
general litigation. During a stint at 
Latham & Watkins, she began to 
work for Barbara Caulfield, who 
had recently stepped down from a 
federal judgeship in the Northern 
District of California. When Caul-
field moved to Orrick, Herrington 

& Sutcliffe, Preston followed her, becom-
ing a litigation partner. She was with the 
firm until she decided to move in-house in 
2002. 

Though best known for its high-end 
department stores, Neiman Marcus is a 
retailing conglomerate that also owns a 
direct marketing division, clearance stores 
and other retailing stores. 

With a lean department that includes 
only four other lawyers, Preston handles all 
legal operations, including sales, divesti-
tures, licensing and employee benefits. 

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Tracy Preston ’91

EVERYONE WHO WORKS FOR NEIMAN-MARCUS receives an employee discount, but for 
senior vice president and general counsel Tracy Preston ’91, there’s an added benefit—and 
a challenge—that comes once a year.

A much-anticipated feature of the retail giant’s annual Christmas catalog (“book,” in 
Neiman Marcus parlance) is a fantasy wish list that the mind of someone with unlimited 
funds might conceive. Last year’s gifts included a walk-on role in the Broadway musical 
“Waitress” (for $30,000), a slumber party for 12 at the flagship store in Dallas ($120,000), 
a week at three English estates ($700,000), and a Cobalt Valkyrie-X private plane ($1.5 
million, but really, if you have to ask you can’t afford it). Most of the proceeds go to the 
company’s Heart of Neiman Marcus Foundation, which supports youth arts education, 

take a while before service will 
be available to, say, apartment 
buildings. According to the com-
pany’s website, deliveries for the 
ongoing UK private customer 
trial are only being made during 
daylight hours and in good 
weather. 

“Really, most of the interesting 
legal challenges derive from the 
fact that this is an entirely new 
concept that doesn’t fit easily 
within the traditional regulatory 
framework,” Immel said. “We 
are working towards operational 
rules that facilitate the enor-
mous opportunities for innova-
tion that drones present.”

Aviation has been his lifelong 
passion, and Immel has experi-
ence at the controls himself. A 

graduate of the Naval 
Academy, where he 
majored in physics, he 
went to flight school 
in Pensacola, Florida, 
and flew F-14 Tomcats 
from the deck of the 
USS Kitty Hawk on 
nearly 20 combat mis-
sions in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. 
Returning to the U.S., 

he became a flight instructor in Virginia 
Beach until leaving the Navy for law school.

At UVA, Immel earned an M.A. in history 
in addition to his J.D. After graduation, he 
spent three years as an associate at Jones 
Day in Pittsburgh, also serving as chair of 
the aeronautical and space law section of 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association, before 
making the cross-country move to Seattle.

“I haven’t received a Prime Air delivery 
yet,” Immel added, “but you can bet I’ll be 
one of the first in line when the chance 
comes.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89 

Jeff Immel ’12 

CHANCES ARE GOOD that someday you will receive a package via drone, courtesy of 
Amazon Prime Air and Jeff Immel ’12. Immel, who joined the Seattle-based company as 
counsel in November 2015, is helping to address legal challenges for drone delivery.

Amazon’s goal is to supplement their existing delivery fleet with drones, which the 
company hopes will be able to deliver packages weighing up to 5 pounds (between 80 and 
90 percent of Amazon orders) in 30 minutes or less, if the customer lives within 10 miles 
of a warehouse. Amazon Prime Air deliveries were made in the United Kingdom last De-
cember. (The first customer received an Amazon Fire TV stick and a bag of popcorn.) Of 
course, many details still have to be worked out. Customers will need an Amazon-provided 
landing mat in their yard, which will help the drone determine where to land. And it may 
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“It was hard for me to figure out how 
to prove my statements,” she said. “How 
can I make grand, sweeping statements 
about life without backup? As a lawyer 
you’re always citing the record, to cases or 
to people. As a poet the proof is your own 
life.”

Having flirted with poetry as an under-
graduate—she majored in English at UVA, 
graduating in 1996—Kim was a practicing 
lawyer in her 30s when she started taking 
one-off classes at night as an outlet, then 
began attending writers’ conferences. 

“Poetry was a way of connecting both 
the intellectual and emotional sides of 
myself, to try to create meaning out of my 
life and observations,” Kim said.

She finally decided to pursue a mas-
ter’s in creative writing. In 2009 
she graduated from the Warren 
Wilson College MFA Program for 
Writers.

Among her professional 
experiences, Kim worked over a 
combined nine years as in-house 
counsel for the Henrico County 
Attorney’s Office and the Albe-
marle County Attorney’s Office. 
She litigated all sorts of cases, 
but many of them were related to 

public safety. Poetry helped her to process, 
and to cope. 

For years I listened to 911 calls. 
Sorting photos on the conference table—
a bullet tweezed from the lung; 
an arm peeking out from the wet blue tarp; 
all the mangled cars, starbursts in the glass 
where heads hit. 
My job was to tell the story 
and I was good at it

Kim said working with students for the 
past five years, helping many of them find 
entry points into public service jobs, has 
been a boon for writing. “You don’t have to 
compartmentalize,” she said.

—Eric Williamson

Annie Kim ’99

FOR BOTH POETS AND LAWYERS, words are their stock-in-trade. Yet the two types of 
writers differ in how they express language.

Annie Kim ’99, UVA Law’s assistant dean for public service and director of the Mor-
timer Caplin Public Service, would make a counterargument.

“I think there are a lot of parallels between poetry writing and legal writing,” Kim said. 
“You’re always seeking after a beauty of some kind—clarity, precision, compression. You 
want to tell a story.”                            

Kim is a poet rising. She won the 2015 Michael Waters Poetry Prize from the University 
of Southern Indiana, which recently published her first book, “Into the Cyclorama.” She 
has received two prestigious fellowships, with the Virginia Center for Creative Arts and 
the Hambidge Center for Creative Arts and Sciences. Her poems have nested in promi-
nent literary journals and earned a Pushcart Prize nomination. 

When she first began to write with seriousness, she had to overcome perfectionist ten-
dencies that stifled the creative process, she said, as well as another lawyerly urge.
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IN MEMORIAM: 
E. BARRETT PRETTYMAN JR. ’53 HAD FRONT-ROW 
SEAT FOR BROWN, OTHER HISTORIC MOMENTS 
E. BARRETT PRETTYMAN JR. ’53, a long-practicing litigator who was intimately involved in some of the most sig-
nificant political developments of the past 50 years, including the Brown v. Board of Education decision, Cuba’s 
Bay of Pigs invasion and the Abscam investigation of the late 1970s and early 1980s, died Nov. 4 at the age of 
91. 

In addition to his storied career working both in private practice at Hogan & Hartson—Hogan Lovells after 
2010—and as a special counsel for the U.S. government, Prettyman also held the distinction of being the first 

president of the District of Columbia Bar.
Prettyman’s first job out of law school 

was working as a clerk at the U.S. 
Supreme Court. From 1953 to 1955, he 
worked for Justices Robert H. Jackson, 
Felix Frankfurter and John M. Harlan. 
Almost immediately after starting work at 
the court, he was thrust into the center of 
the momentous Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion hearings. He advised Jackson during 
deliberations over Chief Justice Earl War-
ren’s draft opinion of what would become 
the Brown decision. (Prettyman convinced 
Jackson to refrain from writing a separate 
opinion, because, even though it would 
concur with the decision, it would leave 
open the question of racial segregation 
being lawful in some circumstances.) In 
2004, Prettyman told UVA Lawyer that 
when the chief justice declared that the 
Brown decision was unanimous, “The 
courtroom took in a breath. You could 
actually hear it because no one had ex-
pected that. It was very dramatic.”

In 1955, Prettyman joined Hogan & 
Hartson, where he stayed for the rest of 
his career, becoming partner in 1964. 
There, he established the first specialized 
appellate practice in the country. He also 
served as an important mentor at the firm, 
taking, among others, future Supreme 
Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts 
under his wing.

“For me,” Roberts said in a statement 
following Prettyman’s death, “he was far 

more than a great lawyer; he was a singularly insightful mentor and dear friend, whose guidance I have cher-
ished throughout my professional life.” 

Prettyman’s work at the firm was punctuated by occasional forays into public service. In 1961, he was ap-
pointed special assistant to the U.S. attorney general by his former classmate, ROBERT F. KENNEDY ’51.  After the 
failed Bay of Pigs invasion, Prettyman traveled to Cuba to meet with President Fidel Castro and help negotiate 
the release of more than 1,100 prisoners in 1962. His record of public service continued in the late 1970s, when 
he served as special counsel to the House Ethics Committee during the Abscam investigations, in which seven 
members of the U.S. Congress were ultimately convicted of bribery and conspiracy.

Although Prettyman argued 19 cases before the Supreme Court, conducted significant trials nationwide 
and represented high-profile clients like John Lennon and Truman Capote, he did not waver from a commit-
ment to pro bono work. After becoming the first president of the District of Columbia Bar in 1972, he made 
pro bono service a priority, establishing a precedent for his successors in that position. He was also on Hogan 
& Hartson’s executive committee when it established the first full-time practice dedicated to pro bono work. 
But perhaps the strongest example of his commitment to pro bono was his work on behalf of John Ferguson, a 
schizophrenic death-row inmate whom Prettyman represented for 37 years.

Shortly after Prettyman’s death, Hogan Lovells CEO Stephen Immelt wrote in a public message posted on 
the firm’s website that regardless of the newsworthy clients or cases with which he was associated, Prettyman 
will be remembered for his dedication to client service and his “inestimable intellect, charm, wit and style.”

—Alec Sieber and Rebecca Barns 

1941
Judge JAMES M. KELLY 
died Oct. 8 at the age of 
98. Following graduation 
from law school, he 
served in Gen. George 
Patton’s Third Army in 
Normandy, the Ardennes 
and the Rhineland. He 
also served in the Pacific 
theater. Kelly practiced 
law in Port Huron, 
Mich., for 20 years 
before being elected to 
serve as a district judge. 
He retired from the 
bench after serving for 
16 years.

1949
ROBERT L. CORWIN 

reports that he survived 
a heart attack about two 
years ago. “It is 
amazing,” he wrote, 
“what the medical pro-
fession can do today.”

THOMAS E. TISZA died 
Nov. 16. He was 94. 
During World War II, 
Tisza was the execu-
tive officer on U.S. Navy 
landing ships in the 
South Pacific, earning 
the rank of lieutenant 
commander. He served 
in the Naval Reserve for 
many years.

His legal career 
focused on railroad law.

1957
JANET BLAKEMAN 
reports: The Class of 
1957 Runts continue to 
meet periodically for 
lunch. NOEL CROWLEY, 

JOHN SHROYER, 

GEORGE GOWEN and 

HERB GLICKMAN are still 
actively practicing law. 
Noel just argued a dis-
crimination case before 
the New Jersey Supreme 
Court. John managed to 
fit in a trip to Krakow 
where he, with 47 
others, played a 
Beethoven string quartet 
(and saw the original 
score written in 
Beethoven’s hand). I 
don’t know of any other 
83-year-old still playing 

string quartets! ART 

TAYLOR, TED CHAPIN, 
LARRY PHILLIPS and 
your class manager keep 
busy with other activi-
ties—Ted with travel, 
Larry with art. Larry 
hopes to be able to 
exhibit some of his work 
at our reunion in May. 
Meanwhile, JOHN 

CORSE continues his 
winning ways in the 
pool. John and his mixed 
relay teammates broke 
the international record 
(from 2005) in the 360+ 
age group for the 200-
meter freestyle by over 
17 seconds and also set a 
world record in the 
800-meter freestyle 
relay. This was at the 
Rowdy Gaines Meet in 
Orlando in December. 
Pretty great for a bunch 
of 80- and 90-year-olds!

1958
JUDGE BARBARA A. 

COPPETO died on Jan. 5. 
Copetto was a pioneer for 
women in law, serving as a 
judge of the Connecticut 
Superior Court from 
1981-2001, and senior 
judge from 2001-15. She 
began her career as an 
attorney for Yudkin, 
Yudkin and Coppeto in 
Derby, Conn., where she 
worked until she was 
appointed to the court. 
She also served as a family 
court judge in many cities 
across Connecticut 
throughout her career. 
Some of her accomplish-
ments include being a 
member of the National 
Association for Women 
Judges, a member of the 
New Haven County 
Courthouse Restoration 
Task Force and a past 
treasurer for the Con-
necticut Judges Associa-
tion.

1960
H. CRANE MILLER died 
July 20, following a long 
struggle with cancer. His 
practice focused on en-
vironmental law, the law 
of the oceans and natural 
disasters. His career 
spanned more than 25 

years in federal legal 
practice and more than 
26 in private practice. 

Following graduation 
from the Law School, he 
worked in the Office of 
the General Counsel at 
the Department of the 
Navy. Over the years he 
held positions with the 
Smithsonian Institution, 
the U.S. Senate Council 
on Oceans and Atmo-
sphere, and the environ-
mental engineering firm 
Scheaffer & Roland. He 
retired from FEMA in 
2006. He was author, 
co-author, or editor of 
more than 40 research 
papers and publications 
on issues related to fire 
codes, riverine and 
coastal flooding, and 
other natural disasters.

1961
ROBERT L. MONTAGUE III 

serves on the board of 
trustees of Frontier 
Nursing University in 
Wendover and Lexing-
ton, Ky. His son, R. 

LATANE MONTAGUE 

IV ’97, is an equity 
partner at Hogan 
Lovells. “I’m retired 
from law practice,” 
writes Montague, “but 
am now a client as a 
planter-business man.”

1963
CHRISTOPHER “KIT” 

BOND writes that he 
enjoys practicing law 
with Thompson Coburn 
in St. Louis and Wash-
ington, D.C. “It’s a busy 
time in politics,” he 
writes, “but it’s a relief to 
be on the outside looking 
in after four terms in the 
U.S. Senate and two 
terms as governor of 
Missouri.” Bond was 
named 2017 Lawyer of 
the Year for government 
relations in St. Louis by 
Best Lawyers. 

WILLIAM R. RAKES is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in antitrust law, 
appellate practice, 
banking and finance 
law, bet-the-company 

IN MEMORIAM: 

GEORGE BEALL ’63 
PROSECUTED 
SPIRO AGNEW
GEORGE BEALL ’63, whose prosecution of Vice President 
Spiro T. Agnew led to Agnew’s resignation in 1973, died 
Jan. 15. He was 79 years old. 

Beall had been U.S. Attorney for Maryland for just 
two years when he opened an investigation into wide-
spread corruption and kickbacks between government 
officials and contractors. Despite repeated calls from 
Richard Nixon’s White House to stop the investigation, 
Beall and his staff proceeded, issuing more than 500 
subpoenas. Ultimately their inquiry revealed that 
Agnew had received kickbacks in exchange for con-
tracts for years, as a state official and then as vice presi-
dent. After evidence against him was presented, includ-
ing one count of tax evasion, the vice president resigned 
from office.

Beall descended from a long line of Marylanders. He 
was the son and brother of two U.S. senators. After 
graduation from law school, he clerked for Chief Judge 
Simon E. Sobeloff of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. 

He joined Smith, Somerville & Case in Baltimore, 
where he practiced until he was appointed U.S. attorney 
in 1970. When he resigned from that position after 
serving for five years, he joined Miles and Stockbridge 
in Baltimore. In 1988 he opened the Baltimore branch of 
Hogan & Hartson (now Hogan Lovells). He focused his 
practice on commercial litigation, and for a time repre-
sented the Baltimore Ravens. He was managing partner 
of Hogan’s Baltimore office for a decade before retiring. 

—Rebecca Barns
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litigation, commercial 
litigation, corporate law, 
financial services regu-
lation law, litigation 
(banking and finance), 
and litigation (mergers 
and acquisitions). He is 
a senior partner with 
Gentry Locke in 
Roanoke, Va., where he 
chairs the banking and 
finance group.

1964
CLAYTON “JOHN” 

TASKER died in June at 
the age of 76. He entered 
law school in the fall of 
1961 and attended for a 
year before returning to 
his undergraduate alma 
mater, Brown Univer-
sity, for an M.A. in clas-
sics. In 1965 he was 
commissioned in the 
U.S. Navy, where he 
served in active duty 
until 1972 and as a 
reserve officer for six 
years, retiring as a lieu-
tenant commander. 
Tasker spent several 
years in the steamship 
business and was a keen 
sailor, often chartering 
trips along the North-
east coast. He later 
settled in Manhattan 
with a career dealing in 
antiques and mid-cen-
tury works.

1966
“The Class of ’66 had a 
great reunion and raised 
more than $1 million for 
the school,” writes G. 

WILLIAM BIRKHEAD. “It 
doesn’t get much better 
than that.” He is a 
partner with Vande-
venter Black in Norfolk, 
Va., where he concen-
trates his practice on 
commercial transac-
tions and maritime 
matters. 

WILLIAM G. ECKHARDT 

has retired from his 
second career teaching 
law at the University of 
Missouri’s Kansas City 
School of Law, with the 
title of emeritus 
professor.

GUY O. FARMER II has 
been placed on the 
American Arbitration 
Association National 
Roster of Arbitrators 
and Mediators for his 
extensive experience in 
handling employment 
and labor matters, and 
will arbitrate and 
mediate employment 
and labor cases. Farmer 
is listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in employment law 
(management), labor 
law (management), and 
litigation (labor and 
employment). He is of 
counsel and a member 
of the labor and employ-
ment group with Gray-
Robinson in Jackson-
ville, Fla.

DONALD M. HADDOCK 

writes that he is still 
judging, farming, 
hunting and fishing. His 
son DONALD ’96 is a 
judge in Alexandria, Va. 
His son DAVID ’94 has 
returned to the East 
Coast as general counsel 
to a major domestic 
corporation. “Life is 
good!”

1967
J. RUDY AUSTIN was 
named to Virginia Busi-
ness’ 2016 Legal Elite 
list for construction law 
and is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in per-
sonal injury litigation 
(defendants). He was 
also recognized as a 
Local Litigation Star by 
Benchmark Litigation 
for his general commer-
cial and insurance prac-
tices. Austin is a senior 
litigation partner with 
Gentry Locke in 
Roanoke, where he 
focuses his practice on 
insurance defense, 
insurance coverage, 
workers’ compensation, 
construction and legal 
ethics.

GENE DAHMEN was 
listed in New England 
Super Lawyers 2016 in 
family law. She is senior 
counsel with Verrill 
Dana in Boston.

WILLIAM H. MAY is 
chairman of the board 
of trustees for the 
Arnold and Mabel 
Beckman Foundation, a 
$600 million foundation 
that supports leading-
edge science research 
nationwide. 

1968
ROBERT D. PANNELL is 
in his ninth year teach-
ing venture capital law 
as an adjunct professor 
at Emory University 
School of Law in 
Atlanta.

MYRON P. SIMMONS 
died Jan. 23 at the age of 
75. He practiced law in 
Philadelphia and owned 
a coffee roasting 
company there, and a 
metals recycling 
company in Salt Lake 
City. He lived in New 
Mexico for 13 years, 
where he spent much of 
his time exploring the 
country on horseback 
and volunteering his 
time and legal talents to 
local organizations. One 
friend from New 
Mexico wrote, “Myron 
Perry taught little kids 
to ride big horses, 
helped big people fix 
little things, volun-
teered his legal talents 
to wounded warriors, 
worked with child advo-
cacy programs and 
more.”

1969
THOMAS B. CARR 
scored a “publishing hat 
trick,” with three ar-

ticles accepted for publi-
cation in the same year. 
His article on debar-
ment catch-all clauses 
was accepted for the 
winter edition of The 
Procurement Lawyer; 
his analysis of constitu-
tional debarment due-
process law theory is in 
the spring edition of the 
Public Contract Law 
Journal; and his study 
of state and local debar-
ment law will be pub-
lished as a chapter in 
the fourth edition of 
“The Practitioner’s 
Guide to Suspension 
and Debarment.” Carr is 
of counsel with 
McManus & Felsen in 
Washington, D.C., 
where he concentrates 
his practice on commer-
cial litigation, suspen-
sion and debarment, 
and white-collar crimi-
nal defense. 

GORDON D. SCHRECK 

has been elected to the 
board of trustees of 
Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, 
Ga., for a three-year 
term. 

He is a senior partner  
at Womble Carlyle  
Sandridge & Rice in 
Charleston, S.C., where 
he focuses his practice  
on admiralty and 
maritime law.

1971
ANITA M. STEELE died 
Dec. 4 at the age of 88. 
After attending Rad-
cliffe College, Steele 
raised a family and a 
herd of Angus cattle on 
a farm in Catawba, Va., 
and developed a shop-
ping mall. She enrolled 
at the Law School at the 
age of 40, and after 
graduating moved to 
Seattle, where she ob-
tained a degree in law 
library science from the 
University of Washing-
ton. She joined the 
newly established law 
school at the University 
of Puget Sound as direc-
tor of the law library 
and assistant professor 
of law. In short order 
she created the law 

library there from 
scratch. She remained 
library director while 
serving as a full law 
professor.

1972
GEORGE W. HOUSE is 
listed in North Carolina 
Super Lawyers 2017 in 
environmental litigation 
and in Best Lawyers 
2017 for environmental 
law, litigation (environ-
mental), mining law, 
natural resources law 
and water law. He is a 
partner with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard 
in Greensboro, where 
he focuses his environ-
mental law practice on 
matters relating to 
mining law, water law, 
hazardous waste and 
substances, and air 
compliance.

1973
G. FRANKLIN FLIPPIN is 
listed in Best Lawyers 
2017 in banking and 
finance law, corporate 
law, financial services 
regulation law, and 
mergers and acquisi-
tions law. He is a 
partner with Gentry 
Locke in Roanoke, Va., 
where he focuses his 
practice on business 
planning, representing 
management and equity 
owners in formation, 
succession planning, 
acquisitions and divesti-
tures.

FREDRICK R. TULLEY 
is listed in Louisiana 
Super Lawyers 2017 in 
business litigation.

He is a partner with 
Taylor Porter in Baton 
Rouge, where he 
focuses his practice on 
commercial litigation, 
securities litigation, 

malpractice, 
construction, antitrust, 
RICO, commercial 
bankruptcy and 
insurance insolvency.

1974
WHITTINGTON W. 

CLEMENT was appoint-
ed to the University of 
Virginia Board of Visi-
tors by Gov. Terence 
McAuliffe and is 
serving a four-year 
term. Clement is a 
partner and head of the 
state government rela-
tions practice group at 
Hunton & Williams in 
Richmond.

WILLIAM B. SCHULTZ 
returned to Zuckerman 
Spaeder in Washington, 
D.C., after serving as 
general counsel with 
the Department of 
Health and Human 
Services from 2011 to 
2016 in the Obama ad-
ministration. Schultz 
represents health care 
consumers, payers and 
providers with complex 
regulatory issues, as 
well as generic drug 
companies, nonprofit 
organizations and other 
clients.

Monsignor PETER J. 

VAGHI published his 
sixth book, “Meeting 
God in the Upper Room: 
Three Moments to 
Change Your Life.” 
Vaghi is pastor at Little 
Flower Parish in 
Bethesda, Md.

1976

WALTER W. 

BARDENWERPER re-
cently spent a week in 
Dilley, Texas, at the 
Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s 
South Texas Residential 
(Detention) Facility for 
asylum-seeking women 
and children. Under the 
auspices of the CARA 
Project (www.carapro-
bono.org), he assisted 
families who have fled 
violence in Central 
America in preparing 
for credible-fear inter-
views with U.S. CIS 
asylum officers and 
developed a new per-
spective on the concept 
of “fear.” Bardenwerper 
is a retired vice presi-
dent and general 
counsel of Towers 
Watson & Co. and is on 
the adjunct faculty at 
Georgetown University 
Law Center. 

WILLIAM P.H. CARY is 
listed in North Carolina 
Super Lawyers 2017 in 
employment/labor law. 
He is a partner with 
Brooks, Pierce, McLen-
don, Humphrey & 
Leonard in Greensboro, 
where he provides em-
ployment law counsel to 
guide employers 
through challenging 
transitions. 

F. BRADFORD STILLMAN 
continues his mediation 
practice with the 
McCammon Group, a 
leading provider of 
mediation, arbitration, 
judge pro tempore and 
other services in the 
mid-Atlantic region.

1977
BLAIR M. GARDNER 

relocated to Jackson 
Kelly in Evansville, Ind., 

from Charleston, W.Va. 
A member of the envi-
ronmental practice 
group, he focuses his 
litigation practice on the 
defense of environmen-
tal enforcement actions 
brought by citizens’ 
groups and government 
agencies. “I’m looking 
forward to returning to 
Charlottesville in May 
for the 40th class 
reunion,” he writes.

Louisiana State Trea-
surer JOHN N. KENNEDY 

was elected to the U.S. 
Senate in November. He 
won the race against his 
Democratic opponent 
by more than a 20-
percent margin. (See 
story on p. 78)

JOHN A. STALFORT was 
named Washington, 
D.C., public finance 
Lawyer of the Year in 
Best Lawyers 2017, the 
second time in four 
years he has earned that 
honor. Stalfort is a man-
aging principal with 
Miles & Stockbridge in 
Washington, D.C., 
where he serves as 
counsel to commercial 
and investment banks, 
political subdivisions, 
economic development 
agencies, corporate 
trustees and bond pur-
chasers in all types of 
tax-exempt and taxable 
bond transactions.

1979
DANIEL M. 

MCGILLYCUDDY joined 
Duane Morris as a 
partner in New York 
City, where he focuses 
on white-collar defense 
and investigations. He 
was previously with 
Morrison Cohen.

1980
RICH LOVERING, a 
partner with Bricker & 
Eckler in Columbus, 
Ohio, and recognized by 
Best Lawyers from 
2006-17, won a jury trial 
that was the subject of a 
book, “Disappearing 
Ink: The Insider, the 
FBI and the Looting of 
the Kenyon College 
Library.” 

W. DAVID PAXTON was 
named to Virginia Busi-
ness 2016 Legal Elite list 
for labor/employment 
law. He is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in em-
ployment law (individu-
als), employment law 
(management), and 
labor law (manage-
ment), and was named 
Roanoke Lawyer of the 
Year 2017 in labor and 
employment litigation. 
Paxton was also recog-
nized as a Local Litiga-
tion Star by Benchmark 
Litigation for his 
general commercial, 
insurance, and labor 
and employment prac-
tices. He is a partner 
with Gentry Locke in 
Roanoke, where he 
chairs the labor and 
employment practice.

1981
KENNETH W. LEHMAN 

was named Lawyer of 
the Year in health care 
law in Best Lawyers 
2017. He is a shareholder 
in the litigation group 
and chair of the health 
care practice group 
with Bernstein, Shur, 
Sawyer & Nelson in 
Portland, Maine.

1982
MARK W. MERRITT 

became vice chancellor 
and general counsel of 
the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 
in September. He also 
serves as president of 
the North Carolina 
State Bar.

Judge RICHARD MILLS 
LL.M. has presided for 
a half-century on the 
bench. He began his law 
career in Cass County, 
Va., in the office his 
grandfather and name-
sake opened in 1870. He 
was a country lawyer, 
public defender and 
state’s attorney before 
he was elected circuit 
judge. 

On Dec. 5, 1966, Mills 

was sworn in as circuit 
judge of the 8th Judicial 
Circuit of Illinois. The 
ceremony took place 
in the courtroom in 
which Abraham Lincoln 
argued the famous 
“Almanac Trial” and 
won his client an acquit-
tal in a murder case. 
Mills rode the circuit 
for 10 years before being 
elected to the Appellate 
Court of Illinois. In the 
nine years he served 
as appellate judge he 
was twice presiding 
justice and participated 
in several hundred 
opinions.

In 1985, President 
Ronald Reagan ap-
pointed Mills a U.S. 
district judge for the 
Central District of Il-
linois. From 1989 to 
2014, he sat on eight of 
the 13 U.S. Circuit 
Courts of Appeal. He 
continues to preside on 
the bench with senior 
status and a partial 
caseload in Springfield. 
He has described his 
judicial career as “a 
marvelous adventure.”

ANNE STRASSFELD is 
counsel with Ulmer 
& Berne in Cleveland. 
She returned to Ulmer 
after serving as general 
counsel at Saint Luke’s 
Health System in 
Kansas City, Mo., as-
sociate general counsel 
at Cleveland’s Univer-
sity Hospitals Health 
System, senior counsel 
at the Cleveland Clinic, 
and, most recently, as 

associate special adviser 
to the executive vice 
president for health 
affairs at UVA.

Strassfeld focuses 
her practice on advising 
health care industry 
clients, with emphasis 
on strategic responses 
to health care reform 
initiatives.

1983
MARK A. BRADLEY was 
appointed director of 
the Information Secu-
rity Oversight Office by 
President Barack 
Obama, an appointment 
that carries on in the 
current administration. 
He is responsible to the 
president for policy and 
oversight of the federal 
government’s security 
classification system 
and the National Indus-
trial Security Program. 
The office is housed in 
the National Archives 
and receives policy 
guidance from the Na-
tional Security Council. 
Bradley is a career 
member of the Senior 
Executive Service. 

MARK DAVIDSON is 
listed in North Carolina 
Super Lawyers 2017 in 
business/corporate law 
and in Best Lawyers 
2017 in corporate law, 
mergers and acquisi-
tions law, securities/
capital markets law and 
tax law. He is a partner 
with Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Humphrey 
& Leonard in Greens-
boro, where he plans, 
negotiates and docu-
ments a variety of busi-
ness transactions.

MICHAEL D. KITSIS was 
appointed as a judge in 
the New York Criminal 
Court in January by 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. 
Kitsis served in the New 
York County District 
Attorney’s Office for 33 
years in various posi-
tions, including bureau 
chief of the frauds 
bureau and senior in-
vestigative counsel of 
major economic crimes.

JEFFREY E. OLEYNIK is 
listed in North Carolina 
Super Lawyers 2017 in 
bankruptcy: business 
law and in Best Lawyers 
2017 in antitrust law 
and bankruptcy and 
creditor-debtor rights/
insolvency and 
reorganization law. He 
was also listed among 
Business North 
Carolina’s 2017 Legal 
Elite in bankruptcy law. 
Oleynik is a partner 
with Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Humphrey 
& Leonard in 
Greensboro.

TERENCE P. ROSS joined 
Katten Muchin Rosen-
man in Washington, 
D.C., as a partner in the 
intellectual property 
group. He concentrates 
his practice on litigating 
disputes involving intel-
lectual property, media, 
e-commerce and tech-
nology, and is co-chair 
of the trademark and 
brand protection group. 
He was previously with 
Crowell & Moring.

In an interview with 
Law360, Ross noted 
that he was drawn to 
Katten’s strength in the 
IP field. He was also 
excited about the pros-
pect of working with 
ROGER P. FUREY, who 
was named chairman of 
Katten last year.

1984
MICHAEL CREHAN is 
associate general 
counsel for the 
Metropolitan 
Washington Airports 
Authority and the 
attorney for the 
construction of the 
Silver Line Metrorail to 
Dulles International 
Airport.
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CLASS OF 1988 GRADUATION FLASHBACK: Law School 

friends are the best, as a photo of this power trio suggests. 

Hanging out at the McIntire Amphitheatre are PAT QUINN, 

now the managing partner of Cadwalader in New York 

City; ALAN MELTZER, deputy chief of mission in the 

U.S. Embassy in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan; and LU ALVAREZ, 

chief executive officer of the Law School Foundation in 

Charlottesville. 

mergers, acquisitions 
and strategic alliances 
practice groups.

1988

THOMAS S. BURACK has 
returned to Sheehan 
Phinney Bass & Green 
in Manchester, N.H., as 
shareholder in the envi-
ronment and energy 
and nonprofit groups, 
after serving for more 
than a decade as com-
missioner of the New 
Hampshire Department 
of Environmental Ser-
vices. Burack led the 
creation of E-Enterprise 
for the Environment, a 
shared governance 
approach among the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, states and 
tribal governments to 
modernize and stream-
line environmental 
protection and regula-
tion in the U.S. He now 
serves as an executive 
adviser and consultant 
to the initiative.

DAVID A. FLANIGAN JR. 

was keynote speaker for 
the fall 2016 commence-
ment exercises at King 
University, his alma 
mater. He is a capital 
partner with Barnes & 
Thornburg in Atlanta, 
where he is administra-
tor of the corporate 
department.

KEVIN P. MULLEN is a 
partner in the public 
contracts group with 
Morrison Foerster in 
Washington, D.C.

1990
TRACEY PHILLIPS BECK 

is vice president and 
chief counsel for mar-
keting and government 
affairs for Conagra 
Brands, which recently 

moved its corporate 
headquarters from 
Omaha, Neb., to 
Chicago. He lives in 
Lake Forest, Ill., with 
his wife, Kathy, and 
daughters Lauren, 16, 
and Alexandra, 13.

1991
RICH FARLEY’S mar-
riage to Chele Chiavacci 
inspired a feature story 
in the December issue 
of Town and Country 
titled, “The Greatest 
Wedding Story Ever 
Told.” The story actu-
ally begins with Farley’s 
calamitous participa-
tion in the wedding of 
his friend, MAXWELL 

KENNEDY ’92. Farley 
delivered the wedding 
rings in his friend’s 
Saab, but before he 
could get them out of 
the trunk, he snapped 
the car key in the car’s 
ignition. Just before the 
ceremony, he and the 
groom pried open the 
trunk with a hammer. 
Years later, Farley’s own 
wedding on the Baja 
Peninsula was post-
poned when a hurricane 
struck. After the storm, 
the event went on 
without a hitch.

ZANE DAVID MEMEGER 

returned to Morgan 
Lewis as a litigation 
partner in the firm’s 
Philadelphia and Wash-
ington, D.C., offices in 
January. He was a 
partner at Morgan 
Lewis from 2006-10 
before President Obama 
appointed him U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylva-
nia, where he served 
nearly seven years.

W. FOSTER WOLLEN JR. 
was married to Gigi 
Molina on Aug. 10 in 

1986
PETER A. CARO is listed 
in Super Lawyers 2016 
in real estate. He heads 
the real estate practice 
with Casner & Edwards 
in Boston.

ELIZABETH J. STEWART 
received the 2016 Pro 
Bono Award for the 
District of Connecticut 
for her outstanding 
service as pro bono 
counsel. She helped a 
client prosecute a civil 
rights case brought 
under the Eighth 
Amendment in which 
they alleged that correc-
tions officers trans-
ported the client from a 
correctional institution 
to a hospital in a way 
that showed deliberate 
indifference to the risk 
of serious harm to the 
plaintiff. Stewart is a 
partner with Murtha 
Cullina in New Haven, 
Conn., where she chairs 
the complex litigation 
practice group and is a 
member of the insur-
ance recovery and ap-
pellate practice groups.

1987
TIMOTHY S. GOETTEL is 
listed in North Carolina 
Super Lawyers 2017. He 

is a partner with Smith, 
Anderson, Blount, 
Dorsett, Mitchell & 
Jernigan in Raleigh, 
where he handles 
complex acquisitions 
and divestitures, 
advises clients on cor-
porate governance, and 
represents issuers in 
public and private offer-
ing and financing trans-
actions.
 

NEIL MCKITTRICK, a 
shareholder in the 
Boston office of Ogle-
tree, Deakins, Nash, 
Smoak & Stewart, was 
elected as a fellow in the 
College of Labor and 
Employment Lawyers 
and was later inducted 
into the college in No-
vember in Chicago. 
Ogletree Deakins prac-
tices all aspects of labor 
and employment law 
and litigation in 49 
offices in the United 
States, Canada, Mexico 
and Europe.

ALFRED M. 

RANDOLPH JR. looks 
forward to seeing 
classmates at the 
upcoming 30th reunion. 
He enjoyed a recent visit 
with DAVE DALLAS in 
Charlottesville and 
caught up with DAVID 

KEESLER last fall. He and 
his wife, Kristin, stay 
busy with their three 
sons (21, 17 and 14). He 
just celebrated 29 years 
with Kaufman & Canoles 
in Norfolk, Va., where he 
chairs the recruiting 
committee and is a 
member of the lender 
representation and 

MAUREEN ENRIGHT ’88: A LEADER 
IN REDUCING CHILDHOOD OBESITY

MAUREEN ENRIGHT ’88 was recently named director of the Children’s Food and Bev-
erage Advertising Initiative, a voluntary coalition of food companies and quick-
serve restaurants that addresses concerns about food advertising to children in 
light of the problem of childhood obesity. She was also named vice president of the 
Council of Better Business Bureaus, which administers the program. Enright said 
she is excited to use her understanding of the food industry, nutrition, public 
policy and the regulatory environment so that CFBAI can continue to be an im-

portant voice in the 
global conversation 
about childhood 
obesity. 

Since the program’s 
inception in 2006, 
18 restaurants and 
food and beverage 
companies represent-
ing the majority of 
food advertising on 
children’s television 
programming have 
pledged to advertise 
only foods that meet 
rigorous nutrition 
criteria. A number 
of these companies 
are direct competi-
tors, so getting them 
to agree on how they 
advertise to children 
and the nutrition cri-
teria that determines 
which foods they can 
advertise is a complex 
undertaking. 

“Compliance has 
been excellent,” 

Enright said. “In large part the program’s strength comes from the fact that par-
ticipants choose to join the program and make it succeed.”

As the initiative marked its 10th anniversary last year, Enright helped launch 
the Children’s Confection Advertising Initiative in partnership with the National 
Confectioners Association. Participants pledge not to market candy directly to 
children. 

The programs are designed to make foods advertised to children under age 12 
healthier. Participating companies often improve their recipes to reduce sugar or 
sodium and increase the amount of whole grains, according to the 2015 CFBAI 
annual report, in part so their products meet CFBAI’s uniform nutrition criteria 
and so can be advertised to kids. 

Before becoming director of CFBAI, Enright served for six years as deputy to 
the founding director. She also served as of counsel at a private firm and was an 
attorney in the Division of Advertising Practices at the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, where she also served as an assistant to the director of the Bureau of Con-
sumer Protection and acting director of enforcement. 

Looking back at her experience at the Law School, Enright said she remem-
bered one class that turned out to be particularly influential. “Like many stu-
dents,” she said, “I took a wide variety of classes and didn’t have one area of 
concentration. In my third year, on a whim, I took Professor [Emeritus] Lillian 
BeVier’s trademark class and found the discussions on the role of consumer de-
ception fascinating.”

Taking that class led Enright to interview with the Federal Trade Commission, 
which turned out to be the beginning of her career. 

—Rebecca Barns

RESTORING PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN 
POLITICS, ONE LEADER AT A TIME

TOM WALLS ’87 is the new executive director of the University of Virginia’s Thomas 
C. Sorensen Institute of Political Leadership (www.sorenseninstitute.org), a non-
profit that educates leaders in effective political skills and public policy and pro-
motes ethics and civility in government. Its programs for high school and college 
leaders, for business and community leaders, and for first-time political candi-
dates focus on improving the quality of government throughout Virginia.

“We’re not just exhorting people to be civil and ethical and constructive in poli-
tics or government because it’s nice,” Walls said. “We’re working to change the 
norms and incentives that drive the behavior of our leaders in politics and gover-
nance so that they can do a better job representing people.” 

With nearly 2,000 graduates, the Sorensen Institute is a force for restoring 
public confidence in the political system. Twenty-nine institute alumni currently 
serve in the Virginia General Assembly, and two alumni were elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives in 2010. Many more hold positions in local government 
throughout the commonwealth.

Prior to joining the institute, Walls served as senior staff member to three U.S. 
senators, most recently as chief counsel to Mark Warner of Virginia. At McGuire-
Woods in Washington, D.C., he was a partner and founder of the firm’s political 

law group and senior vice 
president of federal public 
affairs at McGuireWoods 
Consulting. Most recently, 
he was a principal in the 
public policy and regula-
tion group at Dentons US. 
For many years he taught 
as an adjunct faculty 
member at the George 
Washington University 
Law School.

“This job requires an 
åability to see the reason-
ing of people who inhabit 
every part of the ideologi-
cal spectrum,” he said. “I’m 
also expected to observe 
a scrupulous nonpartisan 
neutrality in my public role, 
no matter my own political 
opinions, a bit like a judge. 
So the lawyering skills 
help.”

The Sorensen Institute, 
he pointed out, takes no 
public funding and relies 
on private donors.

“Our programs make 
our politics better by 

making our future politicians better, on both sides of the aisle,” Walls said. “We’re 
pushing back against a lot of forces that are moving in the other direction. I tell 
people, if you don’t like the tone of our politics today, you ought to support the 
Sorensen Institute.” 

Walls started law school in order to be a public interest lawyer, and has split his 
career about evenly between public service and law firms. He said he is delighted 
with the opportunity to get back into a public service job, in Charlottesville. 

“I married my Law School classmate, MOLLY FIELDS WALLS ’87, and we share an 
abiding love of Charlottesville that became a determination to live here. My job at 
Sorensen and our new home in downtown Charlottesville amount to me having 
my cake and eating it too. About 15 of our classmates live here now. I think we are 
on to something!” 

—Rebecca Barns
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2000
DOUG BACON joined 
Kirkland & Ellis as a 
corporate partner in 
Houston. His practice 
focuses on merger and 
acquisition transac-
tions, including exten-
sive experience advising 
private equity firms and 
other financial investors 
on significant invest-
ments, joint ventures, 
stockholder arrange-
ments and liquidity 
events. He was previ-
ously a partner with 
Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer.

LISA C. DEJACO was 
recognized as a leader 
in intellectual property 
in the 2017 Chambers 
and Partners USA. 
DeJaco is a partner with 
Wyatt, Tarrant & 
Combs in Louisville, Ky.

BOB PROBASCO joined 
the Texas A&M Uni-
versity School of Law 
as director of the new 
low-income tax clinic. 
He and students repre-
sent low-income clients 
in disputes with the IRS 
or in tax court. Probasco 
also teaches a course in 
federal tax practice and 
procedure. “Most tax-
payers cannot navigate 
our complex tax system 
by themselves and may 
not be able to afford 
professional help,” he 
writes. “Support from 
groups like our clinic 
is critical. I’m excited 
about having a new 
low-income tax clinic 
in North Texas and the 
opportunity to be part 
of it.”

2002
JASON BARCLAY IS 

general counsel with 
Athletico Physical 
Therapy in Oak Brook, 
Ill. Athletico provides 
orthopedic rehabilita-
tion services to commu-
nities, employers and 
athletes in more than 
350 locations in nine 
states. Barclay previ-
ously served as general 
counsel to Illinois Gov. 
Bruce Rauner.

HOWARD H. HOEGE III is 
president and chief 
executive officer of the 
Mariners’ Museum in 
Newport News, Va. 
After graduating from 
the Law School he 
served as an Army judge 
advocate general officer, 
then as a counsel on the 
staff of the U.S. Senate 
Armed Services Com-
mittee. He was an assis-
tant dean at UVA’s 
Frank Batten School of 
Leadership and Public 
Policy and, most re-
cently, he founded a 
consulting firm that 
advised clients on lead-
ership development, 
strategy and culture in 
civic contexts.

AFI JOHNSON-PARRIS 

was named the top 
Legal Elite attorney in 
family law in North 
Carolina in Business 
North Carolina. She is 
with Ward Black in 
Greensboro, where she 
focuses her practice on 
divorce and family law, 
and veterans disability.

San Francisco. Tino 
Olsen was best man and 
Julia Gremp was maid 
of honor. Foster and 
Gigi live in the Ocean 
Beach neighborhood of 
San Francisco.

1992
DOUGLAS TOWNS 

is vice president and 
general counsel with 
Guardian Pharmacy, an 
Atlanta-based company 
that provides pharma-
ceuticals and services to 
assisted living, skilled 
nursing and correc-
tional facilities, hospice 
programs and behav-
ioral health facilities. 
He was previously a 
partner with Sherman 
& Howard.

Towns also serves as 
a volunteer pilot for the 
Georgia chapter of 
Angel Flight Soars, 
flying nonemergency 
patients, many of whom 
are young children, to 
health care facilities for 
treatment.

1994
ZEBULON D. 

ANDERSON is listed in 
North Carolina Super 
Lawyers 2017. He is a 
partner with Smith, 
Anderson, Blount, 
Dorsett, Mitchell & 
Jernigan in Raleigh, 
where he focuses his 
practice on representing 
private and public 
employers in all aspects 
of employment-related 
litigation. 

AMELIA A. FOGLEMAN 
is listed in Oklahoma 
Super Lawyers 2016 in 
business litigation and 
was named Best 
Lawyers 2017 Tulsa 
appellate practice 
Lawyer of the Year. She 
is also listed in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in com-
mercial litigation and 
antitrust litigation. 
Fogleman is a share-
holder with GableGotw-
als, where she focuses 
on litigation in the areas 
of appellate law, 
complex commercial 
litigation, antitrust law, 
and oil and gas. She 
serves as an adjunct 
settlement judge for the 
court-ordered dispute 
resolution program in 
the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern Dis-
trict of Oklahoma.

1995
PETER S. VINCENT, 
former senior official 
with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforce-
ment, appeared on “CBS 
This Morning” on Jan. 
20 following the extra-
dition of the notorious 
drug lord “El Chapo” 
Guzman from Mexico 
to the United States in 
the final hours of Presi-
dent Obama’s tenure. In 
February Vincent ap-
peared on NBC News 
addressing the chal-
lenges facing Western 
governments dealing 
with mass migrations of 
refugees in the age of 
terrorism. Vincent is 
director counselor for 
international policy 

with Borderpol, and 
general counsel and 
senior legal adviser with 
Thomson Reuters 
Special Services in 
McLean, Va.

1996
MARK A. KNUEVE is 
listed in Ohio Super 
Lawyers 2017 in em-
ployment and labor law. 
He is a partner with 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and Pease in Columbus, 
where he represents 
employers in complex 
employment litigation, 
including wage and 
hour class actions and 
collective actions.

ROB C. MASRI joined 

Woods Rogers in Char-
lottesville as of counsel. 
He is a member of the 
firm’s new emerging-
growth practice group, 
focused on serving 
companies engaged in 
startup activities, in-
cluding technology 
innovation and business 
growth opportunities. 
Masri has started 
several businesses and 
has served as an execu-
tive vice president and 
general counsel for a 
provider of online com-
munication software 
and an on-demand gig 
economy mobile mar-
ketplace.

CHRISTOPHER D. REISS 
returned to Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck in 
Denver as a shareholder. 
His practice concen-
trates on mergers and 
acquisitions, private 
equity, portfolio 
company investment, 
leveraged recapitaliza-
tions and buyouts, stra-
tegic planning, joint 
ventures and general 
corporate governance 
matter.

1997

KATE H. DAY was 
elected to serve on the 
management committee 
at Bracewell in 
Houston. Day repre-
sents leading interna-
tional banks and bor-
rowers in senior and 
subordinated debt fi-
nancings, acquisition 
financings, reserve-
based loans, master 
limited partnership 
financings and other 
credit transactions in 
the energy industry. 

WALLACE C. 

HOLLOWELL III is 
general counsel with 
Cardinal Innovations 
Healthcare in 
Kannapolis, N.C. 

KEVIN WALKER HOLT 

was named to the Vir-
ginia Business 2016 
Legal Elite list for civil 
litigation and is listed in 
Best Lawyers 2017 in 
commercial litigation. 
He is a partner with 
Gentry Locke in 
Roanoke, Va., where he 
focuses his practice on 
commercial, employ-

ment, ERISA and intel-
lectual property litiga-
tion.

JASON M. SNEED was 
named Charlotte 
Lawyer of the Year in 
trademark law in Best 
Lawyers 2017 and is 
listed in Super Lawyers 
in intellectual property 
litigation, intellectual 
property and business 
litigation. He is found-
ing and managing 
member of SNEED 
PLLC, an intellectual 
property boutique firm 
in Davidson, N.C.

1998
JOHN W. BERRY has 
been named associate 
regional director for 
enforcement in the Los 
Angeles regional office 
of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 
He will help oversee 
enforcement efforts in 
Southern California, 
Arizona, Nevada and 
Hawaii. 

PETER BOWDEN is now 
co-head of energy in-
vestment banking at 
Jefferies in Houston. 
Since joining Jefferies 
in July 2012 from 
Morgan Stanley, he has 
served as lead adviser 
on more than $120 
billion of mergers and 
acquisitions. 

BRIAN S. JOHNSON 

joined Woods Rogers in 
Charlottesville as of 
counsel. He’s a member 
of the firm’s new emerg-
ing-growth practice 
group focused on serving 
companies engaged in 
startup activities, includ-
ing technology innova-
tion and business growth 
opportunities. He serves 
as outside legal counsel 
and as a director for the 
Charlottesville Business 
Innovation Council, the 
leading technology-
focused advocacy group 
in Central Virginia.

1999
SETH J. KING has been 
named partner at 
Perkins Coie in Port-
land, Ore., where he 
practices land use and 
zoning law with empha-
sis on obtaining permit 
and entitlement approv-
als for complex develop-
ment projects. 

STEVEN RUBIN recently 
co-founded and 
launched Rubin Sheeley 
Paterniti Gonzalez, a 
Manhattan/Long 
Island-based civil 
defense litigation firm. 
The firm specializes in 
defending employment, 
medical malpractice, 
product liability, and 
property and casualty 
loss claims.

ANTHONY M. RUSSELL 

was named to Virginia 
Business’ 2016 Legal 
Elite list for civil litiga-
tion. He is listed in Best 
Lawyers 2017 in mass 
tort litigation/class 
actions (plaintiffs), 
medical malpractice law 
(plaintiffs), product 
liability litigation 
(plaintiffs), and was 
named Roanoke Lawyer 
of the Year 2017 in per-
sonal injury litigation 
(plaintiffs). He is listed 
in Virginia Super 
Lawyers 2017 in 
medical malpractice. He 
is a partner with Gentry 
Locke, where he focuses 
on personal injury, 
medical malpractice, 
products liability and 
wrongful death. 

JOHANNA W. 

SCHNEIDER is listed in 
Super Lawyers 2016 
in land use/zoning. 
Schneider is a director 
with Rackemann 
Sawyer & Brewster 
in Boston, where she 
focuses her practice on 
real estate development 
permitting, land use 
and environmental 
litigation, and 
representing public 
and private clients at 
the trial and appellate 
levels.

MEMBERS OF SECTION A FROM THE CLASS OF 1990 who live in the Washington, D.C., 

area gathered for a mini-reunion at the house of TRACEY WRIGHT and TROY LAWS 
for their annual New Year celebration. Joining in the fun were MARK ALLEN, MICHAEL 
COE, Mary Kate and ROB CARY, Laura and JIM FALVEY, LAURIE ROBINSON and TOM 
JONES, and Katie and RON TENPAS. Politics was not discussed.

MIKE HERRING ’90: INSTEAD OF 
DETENTION, CHOOSING DIVERSION
Richmond Justice, a yearlong multimedia project examining the criminal justice landscape 
in Virginia’s capital, recently profiled Richmond Commonwealth’s Attorney MIKE 

HERRING ’90. In this excerpt, he talks about his years of experience as a prosecutor and 
defense attorney, and how that experience persuaded him that diversion programs for 
criminal drug users are critical. 

I didn’t go to law school to be a criminal lawyer. And I certainly didn’t go to law 
school thinking I’d be a prosecutor. I went to school in the late 1980s thinking I 
would end up in a corporate practice. I was originally drawn to prosecution because 
I wanted trial experience—not because I saw a need for somebody like me.

I joined the Commonwealth Attorney’s office when I was 26 or 27. Crack was 
rampant, and I wanted to maximize felony convictions. But by the time I left in 
1996, I was burned out, partly because I had prosecuted so many drug cases and 
was beginning to realize that our approach to the drug war was ineffective.

For the next nine years, I worked on criminal defense. As a defense lawyer, I 
learned you have to have a sense of the person’s story in order to build an adequate 
defense. I’m years away from it now, but my work in criminal defense still informs 
my thought process.

You don’t have to do an in-depth analysis of our state’s or our city’s response to 
narcotics to see limitations in what the law offers. Here’s the problem: If you are a 
hardcore user, the single second chance that the law gives you could be insufficient. 
The science tells us that the number of relapses you should expect from an addict is 
six or seven—not one. The law imposes an expectation that people who have been 
unable to control impulses and stay away from substances will, miraculously, enjoy 
restraint, simply because they’ve been charged with a felony. But the threat of pros-
ecution and the threat of arrest is not a part of the calculus of a drug addict, and 
probably not even of a drug user.

Most of the people we’ve convicted for felonies, we will see again—not because 
they’re inherently bad, as we’ve told ourselves, but because of the consequences of 
the felony in terms of difficulties in securing stable housing, employment and recov-
ery. Forgotten felons come back again and again.

To take the chance of reallocating seven figures from detention to diversion, for 
people who have broken the law—it’s risky, right? But the potential upside on diver-
sion eclipses the yield that you get from incarceration. And you might preserve a 
person’s capacity to be a productive, non-felon citizen.  
 
Read the full interview at www.richmondjustice.org/mike. Interview by Richmond 
Justice (richmondjustice.org), a project of Field Studio (fieldstudiofilms.com).

R
IC

H
M

O
N

D
 T

IM
E

S
-D

IS
P
A

T
C

H



CLASS NOTES

112   UVA LAWYER  SPRING 2017  SPRING 2017  UVA LAWYER   113

CLASS NOTES

STUDENTS TEST SLIPPERINESS OF ETHICAL SLOPES 
IN CLASS TAUGHT BY BEN SACHS ’09
A law firm is considering taking on new clients. They’ve been asked 
to represent two officers accused in a high-profile police brutality 
case. The firm is also considering taking on the police benevolence 
association in their area—a potential $10 million contract. 

Which, if either, should they work for? Can they accept both 
clients?

UVA Law students taking a novel Professional Responsibility 
course taught by adjunct professor BEN SACHS ’09 are role-playing 
how they would respond to potential ethical challenges buried 
within everyday business decisions. 

With any misstep, they could tank their law firm and torpedo 
their careers.

“With these scenarios, students get a feel for why ethics rules are 
harder to apply than they might think, and for the practical trade-
offs involved,” Sachs said of the two-credit class, which explores the 
creation and termination of the attorney-client relationship, the 
scope of representation, conflicts of interests, confidentiality and the 
attorney’s ethical obligations during litigation. 

Sachs is vice president and general counsel at a D.C.-based tech 
company. He also teaches the UVA Law course Negotiation. 

Sachs calls the classroom competition he devised “Occupational 
Hazard.” (He uses the universal stick-figure symbol for “slip and fall” 
as the logo.) He has broken the class into 16 groups of four-to-five 
students, and they comprise the make-believe law firms that are 
deciding what their next moves will be. 

Working on teams with names such as “Blurred Lines” and 
“Better Call Saul,” students face dilemmas. How they handle the 
challenges affects their firm’s ethics score, reputation rating and 
cumulative billings. Maximizing all three at once is not always pos-
sible.

“But there is another question I ask them,” Sachs said. “Can you 
sleep at night with your decisions?”

While Professional Responsibility has long been taught at the Law 
School, Sachs’ approach is unconventional. He teaches from a varia-

tion of the flipped classroom model—in which there are few tradi-
tional lectures; students do all their reading and prep work on core 
knowledge before the class meets and take short in-class assess-
ments designed to mimic the Multistate Professional Responsibility 
Examination. By studying in advance the black-letter ethics rules 
that they’ll need to know for professional certification, students are 
better able to spend the rest of class time exploring the gray areas. 

In the police-clients scenario, the student firms had different 
reasons for deciding which client to accept.

“We thought rejection of all parties would boost our reputation 
points because the general consensus of the nation seems to be anti-
police,” one student said.

“So you rejected the case because defending police officers in a 
brutality action might not look great for you in the papers?” Sachs 
asked.

“Exactly,” she said.
Another student was concerned that conflicts might arise later if 

the two policing-related parties were at odds in court. With the be-
nevolence association’s $10 million hanging over their heads, “They 
have us on retainer, [so] they can get rid of us at any moment,” he said. 

Sachs said it has been interesting to see how seriously students 
take the hypothetical billings and fictional threats to their 
reputations.

“Even though it’s a fictitious problem, students still find those 
competitive forces pushing them to make certain decisions,” he said. 
“Often they will make decisions they feel are ethically permissible 
and are later surprised to learn they crossed an ethical line.”

To add realism, his game takes into account subjectivity: “Some-
times I introduce a bit of randomness. Not every court is going to 
review an ethics situation the same way.”

In those instances, Sachs said, he simply rolls the dice to deter-
mine the outcome. 

—Eric Williamson

ANTONY K. SAYESS has 
joined Orr & Reno in 
Concord, N.H., where 
he focuses his practice 
on business transac-
tions and tax matters. 
Before joining the firm 
he took a month to 
travel through Australia 
and New Zealand.

2003

KRISTA (HOEKSTRA) 

JACKSON has relocated 
from Kotz Sangster 
Wysocki’s office in 
Bloomfield Hills to 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 
where she focuses her 
practice on business 
litigation and trial work. 
She was named a rising 
star in Michigan Super 
Lawyers 2016.

2004
JONATHAN B. 

ALTSCHUL was named 
to Variety’s 2016 list of 
Hollywood’s new 
leaders in law and 
finance. He is senior 
counsel with Loeb & 
Loeb in Los Angeles, 
where his practice in-
cludes the representa-
tion of high-profile 
talent and other enter-
tainment clients in a 
variety of complex 
transactions, with a 
primary focus on the 
music industry.

ALLYSON M. MALTAS 

was promoted to 
counsel at Latham & 
Watkins in Washington, 
D.C. She is a member of 
the litigation and trial 
department, where she 

focuses her practice on 
complex antitrust civil 
litigation and class 
actions, and global anti-
trust cartel investiga-
tions. 

SEAN SUDER joined the 
Cincinnati office of 
Calfee, Halter & Gris-
wold as a partner in the 
real estate practice 
group. He leads the 
zoning and land-use 
practice and also 
focuses on commercial 
real estate and econom-
ic development transac-
tions. He consults with 
local governments 
across the country on 
zoning code projects.

2005

JAMIE L. LISAGOR was 
elected to partnership at 
Pacifica Law Group in 
Seattle, where she prac-
tices trial and appellate 
litigation on behalf of 
public, private and non-
profit clients, with a 
focus on constitutional, 
municipal, commercial, 
election and intellectual 
property law.

AMY E. PARKER was 
elected to partnership at 
Bracewell in Houston. 
Parker’s practice 
focuses on the represen-
tation of U.S. and inter-
national energy-indus-
try clients in 
commercial litigation 
disputes. She has expe-
rience representing 
natural gas and power 
marketing companies 
against allegations of 
market manipulation 
and related trading 

violations in federal 
court proceedings, as 
well as investigations 
and enforcement 
actions brought by 
Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission and 
the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission. 
She played a key role in 
the defense of the 
largest supplier of 
power to the state of 
California during the 
California power crisis, 
in multiple-docket liti-
gation before FERC that 
culminated in a $750 
million omnibus settle-
ment. She has also suc-
cessfully defended 
energy industry clients 
against private market 
manipulation claims 
brought under the Com-
modity Exchange Act. 
Parker represents 
clients in complex envi-
ronmental, products 
liability and toxic-tort 
litigation. She has more 
than 10 years of experi-
ence representing refin-
ing and marketing 
clients against ground-
water contamination 
claims brought by 
private and public water 
suppliers, state environ-
mental protection de-
partments and state 
attorneys general. 
Outside of the energy 
industry, she was a 
pivotal part of the team 
that successfully repre-
sented Bexar County, 
Texas, in a cross-action 
against a performance 
bond surety that re-
sulted in a $2.9 million 
settlement in favor of 
the county. 

SAMUEL T. TOWELL was 
appointed Virginia’s 
deputy attorney general 
for civil litigation in 
January. He previously 
served as Virginia’s 
deputy secretary of 
agriculture and forestry.

2006
JASON R. BREGE is 
listed as a rising star in 
North Carolina Super 
Lawyers 2017. He is a 
partner with Smith, 
Anderson, Blount, 

Dorsett, Mitchell & 
Jernigan in Raleigh, 
where he works with 
life sciences and tech-
nology companies in 
developing and com-
mercializing their intel-
lectual property and 
technology assets 
through research, de-
velopment, licensing 
and other strategic 
collaboration and acqui-
sition transactions.

ANNIE E.S. FROEHLICH 

was promoted to 
counsel at Latham & 
Watkins in Washington, 
D.C. She is a member of 
the litigation and trial 
department, where she 
focuses on export con-
trols, economic sanc-
tions and customs prac-
tice, as well as 
white-collar defense 
and investigations.

BRIANNE L. KUCERIK 

was elected partner in 
Weil’s antitrust/compe-
tition practice in Wash-
ington, D.C. She focuses 
on counseling clients 
through the merger 
review process at the 
U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission and U.S. 
Department of Justice 
Antitrust Division, and 
routinely obtains anti-
trust clearance for 
major multibillion-
dollar transactions.

2007
JOEY PONZI is recog-
nized as a rising star in 
environmental litigation 
in North Carolina Super 
Lawyers 2017. He is a 
partner with Brooks, 
Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard 
in Greensboro.

2008

OLIVIA CHUNG was 
elected a partner at 
Akin Gump in New 
York City, where she is a 
member of the invest-
ment management 
practice. She assists 
private-fund sponsors 
on matters involving the 
formation, structuring 
and ongoing operation 
of domestic and off-
shore private equity 
funds and hedge funds. 
Chung represents 
private equity, hedge 
fund, and fund of fund 
sponsors in matters 
including fund forma-
tion, regulatory compli-
ance, complex fund 
restructurings and 
co-investment arrange-
ments. She also repre-
sents institutional in-
vestors acquiring and 
selling investments in 
private equity and 
hedge funds. 

RODRIGO MORALES 

DRAXL LL.M. joined 
Reed Smith in Houston. 
Previously he practiced 
at King & Spalding, and 
before that at Rubio, 
Leguía, Normand in 
Lima, Peru. With expe-
rience in a variety of 
complex cross-border 
business transactions, 
mainly in Latin 
America, Morales 
assists clients with 
mergers and acquisi-
tions, project develop-
ment transactions, cor-
porate matters and 
other complex energy-
related deals.

FRANKIE T. JONES JR. 
was elected chair of the 

Guilford County Plan-
ning Board in North 
Carolina. He has served 
on the board since 2014. 
Jones is a partner with 
Smith Moore Leather-
wood in Greensboro, 
where he focuses his 
practice on real estate, 
land use and business 
law. He is recognized as 
a rising star in real 
estate law in North 
Carolina Super Lawyers 
2017. He was also listed 
among Business North 
Carolina’s 2017 Legal 
Elite in real estate law.

AMY LENTZ was elected 
partner at Steptoe & 
Johnson in Washington, 
D.C. She advises foreign 
and domestic clients on 
a variety of 
international trade 
matters, including 
disputes arising under 
the agreements of the 
World Trade 
Organization. 

JENNIFER MCCAMMON 

was named shareholder 
at Bean, Kinney & 
Korman in Arlington, 
Va. McCammon repre-
sents clients in various 
family law matters, 
including custody, visi-
tation, equitable distri-
bution, support, and 
valuation of businesses 
and other property.

 

LUKE J. MCCAMMON 

was elected partner at 
Finnegan, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett & 
Dunner in Washington, 
D.C., where he focuses 
his practice on patent 
litigation in U.S. district 
courts and at the Inter-
national Trade Com-
mission. In addition, he 
has substantial experi-
ence with post-grant 
proceedings at the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark 
Office and appeals at the 
federal circuit. 
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application to the Law 
School,” writes Andy. 
He is counsel with 
Miller & Chevalier in 
Washington, D.C.

ANDREW J. LOCKHART 

died of cancer Sept. 30. 
Following his gradua-
tion from the Law 
School, Lockhart was 
an associate with Clif-
ford Chance in New 
York City, where he 
focused on interna-
tional transportation 
and development proj-
ects. At the time of his 
death he worked for 
Hunton & Williams, 
having moved to the 
London office to prac-
tice international 
energy, infrastructure 
and project develop-
ment law. 

NICK TIMMONS and his 
wife, Megan, welcomed 
a daughter, Erin Nancy, 
on March 10, 2016. Nick 
is general counsel in the 
corporate law depart-
ment with H&R Block 
in Kansas City, Mo. 

2011
STERLING J. LEBOEUF is 
an associate in the trial 
department of Davis 
Graham & Stubbs in 
Denver, where his prac-

tice focuses on complex 
civil litigation, including 
labor and employment 
and products liability 
matters. He previously 
served as a law clerk to 
Judge Lewis T. Babcock 
of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of 
Colorado and was a 
litigation associate of a 
national firm in Denver.

ALEC SMITH was ap-
pointed career law clerk 
to U.S. Judge Bruce 
Howe Hendricks of the 
U.S. District Court for 
the District of South 
Carolina, Greenville.

2013
CATHERINE MOORE 
LL.M. is academic 
project coordinator for 
Advocates Abroad, a 
nonprofit dedicated to 
providing assistance to 
asylum-seekers, a posi-
tion she holds for the 
2016-17 academic year. 
She is coordinator for 
the University of Bal-
timore School of Law’s 
Center for International 
and Comparative Law, 
which works in collabo-
ration with Advocates 
Abroad. Moore oversees 
center fellows on legal 
research projects that 
relate to the refugee and 
migrant crisis in Greece, 
including development 
of a human trafficking 
prevention toolkit for 
advocates in Greece 
and Turkey. They are 
also working on policy 
papers on topics includ-
ing the detention of 

refugees/migrants and 
discrimination based on 
nationality. 

Moore serves as inter-
national law counsel in 
an ongoing case involv-
ing a Guantanamo de-
tainee. She met with the 
U.N. Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention, 
which made its first offi-
cial visit to the United 
States in October to 
discuss the detention of 
prisoners at the U.S. 
naval base at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, and 
the military commis-
sions set up to try de-
tainees there. She repre-
sents Nashwan 
al-Tamir, a Guantanamo 
detainee being tried by 
the military commis-
sions. As international 
law counsel on the mili-
tary and pro bono civil-
ian attorney team, she 
advises on issues in-
cluding the law of 
armed conflict, jus ad 
bellum and interna-
tional human rights law. 
The working group will 
submit its final report to 
the U.N. Human Rights 
Council in September.

2014
In November SABRINA 

TALUKDER was honored 
at the national Equal 
Justice Works gala for 
her fellowship project 
helping human traffick-
ing survivors at the 
Legal Aid Society in 
New York. Talukder 
also assists victims of 
domestic violence who 
face deportation by 
providing legal repre-

sentation and social 
services. Equal Justice 
Works created a video 
about Talukder’s efforts 
to advocate for her 
clients, including an art 
gallery show featuring 
photographs of them.

2015

CHASE JOHNSON joined 
Poyner Spruill as an 
associate in Raleigh, 
N.C., where she focuses 
her practice on banking 
and financial services 
law. She was previously 
with Cadwalader, Wick-
ersham & Taft.

BRETT W. RECTOR is an 
associate at Thompson 
& Knight in Dallas, 
where he focuses on 
health care and 
litigation. Previously he 
served as clerk for 
Judge MICHAEL 

URBANSKI ’81 of the U.S. 
District Court for the 
Western District of 
Virginia.

2016
WILL GROSSENBACHER 

joined K&L Gates as 
associate in the corpo-
rate/mergers and acqui-
sitions practice group in 
Charleston, S.C. 

Because he had a high 
score on the Florida bar 
exam, JAD H. KHAZEM 

was invited to speak on 
behalf of newly admit-
ted lawyers at Florida’s 
Fourth District Court 
of Appeal induction 
ceremony in October in 
the Palm Beach County 
Courthouse in West 
Palm Beach. Khazem is 
a clerk for Judge Henry 
F. Floyd of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit in Spar-
tanburg, S.C. 

DAVID MOON is an as-
sociate with Faegre 
Baker Daniels in Min-
neapolis, where he is a 
member of the finance 
and restructuring prac-
tice. 

THOMAS “TREY” L. 

OLIVER III is an associ-
ate in the litigation 
practice of Bradley 
Arant Boult Cummings 
in Birmingham, Ala., 
where he represents 
clients in product liabil-
ity, commercial litiga-
tion and pharmaceuti-
cal litigation.

LAINIE SINGERMAN 

joined Blankingship & 
Keith as an associate in 
the personal injury 
practice in Fairfax, Va. 
She represents victims 
of violent crime in civil 
cases as well as plain-
tiffs in commercial 
motor vehicle collision, 
product liability and 
premises liability cases.

SEAN M. SULLIVAN 

joined Morris, Nichols, 
Arsht & Tunnell in 
Wilmington, Del., as an 
associate in the commer-
cial law counseling 
group.

DAVID K. MROZ was 
elected partner at 
Finnegan, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett & 
Dunner in Washington, 
D.C. He practices all 
aspects of patent law, 
including litigation at 
the trial and appellate 
court levels, as well as 
prosecution and post-
grant proceedings at the 
U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office.

EDWARD MULLEN was 
named office managing 
partner at Reed Smith 
in Richmond, Va. 
Having previously 
worked as an aide to 
Virginia Gov. Mark 
Warner, Mullen focuses 
his practice on legisla-
tive and administrative 
matters before the 
General Assembly, the 
commonwealth’s con-
gressional delegation, 
and the offices of the 
governor and attorney 
general, along with 
executive branch agen-
cies. Virginia Lawyers 
Media named him a 
2016 Leaders in the Law 
– Up & Coming Leader; 
Virginia Super Lawyers 
identified him as one of 
Virginia’s Rising Stars 
for his administrative 
law practice (2010-16); 
and Virginia Business 
placed him among Vir-
ginia’s Legal Elite for 
legislative/regulatory/
administrative law 
(2011-16). Mullen also 
serves as an adjunct 
professor at the Law 
School, teaching a 
course in legislative 
drafting and statutory 
interpretation.

JOHN SHEEHAN joined 
the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center 
as a staff attorney in the 
insurance services divi-
sion. The medical 
center, headquartered 
in Pittsburgh, is the 
largest nongovernmen-

tal employer in Pennsyl-
vania and provides 
insurance services to 
more than two million 
members. Sheehan 
spent the previous two 
years as a stay-at-home 
parent to his daughters, 
Molly and Kate. John 
and his wife, Alexis, 
previously lived in 
Austin, Texas, where 
John worked as an as-
sociate at Andrews 
Kurth, a staff attorney 
on the Third Court of 
Appeals, and the writer 
and director of the inde-
pendent feature film, 
“For Serious.”

KATE SKAGERBERG was 
elected to partnership 
with Beck Redden in 
Houston, where she 
focuses her practice on 
employment, commer-
cial, class action, white-
collar criminal defense, 
products liability/per-
sonal injury, and estate 
and probate litigation.

JEFF WEBER was 
named a principal in 
Fish & Richardson’s 
patent group in Boston, 
where he assists compa-
nies in identifying and 
protecting their intel-
lectual property in the 
U.S. and internationally.

2009
PETER BOSMAN was 
named partner with 
Smith, Anderson, 
Blount, Dorsett, Mitch-
ell & Jernigan in 
Raleigh, N.C. He 
focuses his practice on 
domestic and interna-
tional finance transac-

tions, including acquisi-
tion financing, 
asset-based financing 
and real estate financ-
ing. He is listed as a 
rising star in North 
Carolina Super Lawyers 
2017.

JAMES FAISON was 
honored with a 2017 
leadership award from 
the Specialty Food As-
sociation for his ad-
vancement of food stan-
dards through positive 
social, economic and 
environmental impact. 
Faison founded Milton’s 
Local, which aggregates 
pasture-fed, hormone- 
and antibiotic-free 
meats from small 
farmers who receive a 
fair price, in Hopewell, 
Va.

JOSEPH WARDEN was 
named a principal in 
Fish & Richardson’s 
intellectual property 
litigation group in 
Wilmington, Del. In 
addition to his focus on 
IP litigation, he also 
handles corporate and 
commercial litigation in 
the Delaware Court of 
Chancery.

2010
KENNETH DUVALL 
joined Bilzin Sumberg 
Baena Price & Axelrod 
in Miami as an associ-
ate. His practice focuses 
on business litigation 
and financial, insurance 
and construction 
matters. He was previ-
ously with Berkowitz 
Oliver in Kansas City, 
Mo.

ANDY HOWLETT and 
JESSICA BROWN wel-
comed their daughter, 
Anne Elliot Howlett, on 
May 7, 2016. “She’s 
already working on her 

WORKING FOR EQUITY 
AND INCLUSION IN 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
ERVA COCKFIELD ’10 received the Secretary of Transpor-
tation’s Partnering for Excellence Award, the second-
highest award within the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, and the DOT General Counsel’s 2016 Award for 
Excellence. 

Cockfield joined the DOT in 2010 through its Honors 
Attorney Program, in which she handled a range of 
legal matters for the general counsel’s office and for the 
chief counsel offices at several of the DOT’s operating 
administrations. She is currently an attorney-adviser 
in the office of the general counsel, where she focuses 
on federal civil rights, procurement and financial as-
sistance law. 

Cockfield’s work supports the Ladders of Opportu-
nity Agenda, which strives to improve transportation 
infrastructure to give people in underserved commu-
nities better access to jobs, health care, education and 
other services. 

Her experience at the Law School gave her the op-
portunity to intern with the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund in Washington, D.C., her 1L 
summer. “I helped investigate the use of military-style 
checkpoints in a low-income neighborhood, and that 
experience opened my eyes to why transportation is 
a civil rights issue,” she said. The neighborhood had a 
high level of violence that summer, she explained; police 
set up checkpoints, eventually ruled unconstitutional, 
to reduce crime. The limited access for cars, combined 
with inadequate public transportation, made getting 
anywhere difficult.

“I grew up in New York City, a bastion of public trans-
portation,” Cockfield said, “and I hadn’t given much 
consideration to places where these services weren’t 
readily available. I began to educate myself on how 
under-investment in safe, convenient and accessible 
transit options prevents people from not only accessing 
the basic essentials necessary to carry on daily life, but 
also accessing opportunities that help them improve 
their station in life.

“It gives me great satisfaction to know that almost 
nine years after my internship with LDF, my work helps 
our country build an equitable transportation system 
that benefits similarly underserved communities.” 

—Rebecca Barns

A DECADE-PLUS OF JESSUP COMPETITORS: In February, Law School alumni who 

participated in the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition as students 

held a moot with current and past team members in Washington, D.C. 

Pictured standing are MCCOY PITT ’13, LAUREN SANDGROUND ’18, OMAR 

EL-KHATTABI ’15, DIANE RISH ’12, LIESELOT WHITBECK ’14, MEGAN STRAND ’08, 

SAM CORDLE ’19 and CATHERINE THOMPSON ’18; seated are ETHAN FOSTER ’17 and 
JOE CALDER ’19. JONATHAN WARE ’08, not pictured, also attended.
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ROSS’S TIMELY 
DISCOVERIES 
MICHAEL ROSS ’77 
RARE BIRD BOOKS

IN THE PAGES of “Ross’s 
Timely Discoveries,” 
bibliophile Michael 
Ross has curated 106 
favorite literary quotes 
from his collection of 
more than 1,500 well-
read books. In this 
second pocket-sized 
book in a series, the 
author compiles insight-
ful and useful quotes on 
the concepts of time, 
memory and age.

MEETING GOD IN 
THE UPPER ROOM 
PETER J. VAGHI ’74

SERVANT

RECALLING his own 
Holy Land pilgrimage 
experience, Monsignor 
Peter Vaghi explores 
three significant events 
in the life of the early 
church that can be 
traced back to the 
Upper Room in 
Jerusalem (sometimes 
called the “Cenacle”) in 
order to guide readers 
to a deeper appreciation 
and understanding of 
living the Christian life 
in prayer, worship and 
service. Each of the 
book’s parts is dedicated 
to one of these key 
moments in the history 
of the faith: the Last 
Supper and the 
institution of the 

Eucharist, the post-
resurrection 
appearances of Christ to 
his followers, and the 
Holy Spirit descending 
on the apostles at 
Pentecost.

ALL FALLING 
FAITHS 
J. HARVIE WILKINSON III ’72 
ENCOUNTER BOOKS

J. HARVIE WILKINSON’S 
memoir deals with 
growing up in the 1960s 
and examines the 
impact of the tumultu-
ous decade upon society 
today. The book’s chap-
ters explore the harm 
done to the true 
meaning of education, 
our capacity for lasting 
personal commitments, 
our respect for the rule 
of law, our capacity for 
national unity and much 
more. Wilkinson ac-
knowledges the good 
things accomplished in 
the 1960s and suggests 
the decade still offers 
lessons on how to build 
a better future. 

A HARVEST OF 
THORNS 
CORBAN ADDISON ’01 
THOMAS NELSON

IN DHAKA, Bangladesh, 
a garment factory burns 
to the ground and a 
photograph of one of the 
victims sets off an un-
settling chain of events 
for the general counsel 
of the factory’s company 
8,000 miles away in the 
United States. When the 
photo goes viral, 
fanning the flames of a 
decades-old controversy 
about sweatshops, labor 
rights and the ethics of 
globalization, he 
launches an investiga-
tion into the disaster 
that will reach further 
than he could ever 
imagine—and threaten 
everything he has left in 
the world.

NO MAN’S LAND 
(John Puller #4) 

DAVID BALDACCI ’86 

GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING

SPECIAL AGENT John 
Puller, a combat veteran 
and the Army’s most 
tenacious investigator, 
is back in a thriller that 
delves into his past. 
Puller’s mother, Jackie, 
vanished 30 years ago 
from Fort Monroe, 
Virginia, when Puller 
was just a boy. Paul 
Rogers has been in 
prison for 10 years. But 

20 years before that, he 
was at Fort Monroe. 
One night three decades 
ago, Puller’s and Rogers’ 
worlds collided with 
devastating results, and 
the truth has been 
buried ever since—until 
now.

INTO THE LION’S 
DEN (The Devlin 
Quick Mysteries) 
LINDA FAIRSTEIN ’72 
DIAL BOOK

WATCH OUT, Nancy 
Drew—Devlin Quick is 
smart, strong and will 
definitely close the case 
in this new mystery 
series for middle school 
girls and boys. Someone 
has stolen a page from a 
rare book in the New 
York Public Library. At 
least, that’s what Dev-
lin’s friend Liza thinks 
she saw, but she can’t be 
sure. Who is this thief? 
And what could the 
page—an old map—pos-
sibly lead to? With her 
wits, persistence and 
the help of New York 
City’s finest (and, okay, a 
little bit of help from her 
police commissioner 
mother, too), Dev and 
her friends piece the 
clues together to 
uncover a mystery that’s 
bigger than anyone 
expected.

THE TICKET 
FRED SHACKELFORD ’83 
BLACK OPAL BOOKS

CHANNING BOOKER, a 
gambler in a failed mar-
riage, wins $241 million 
in the Mega Millions 
lottery. To avoid sharing 
the jackpot with his 
wife, he devises a 
scheme to hide the 
fortune: His friend and 
drinking buddy, Sully 
Pendleton, will claim 
the jackpot and wire the 
money to Channing’s 
offshore account after 
the couple’s divorce is 
final. The plan unravels 
when Channing’s wife 
goes into hiding and 
takes all of her posses-
sions, including the rare 
book in which Chan-
ning hid the winning 
lottery ticket. Channing 
and his henchman 
begin a frantic search to 
find her before she dis-
covers the ticket, which 
will become worthless if 
no one claims the 
jackpot before the ticket 
expires.

THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF MODERN 
GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACT 
LAW: A Personal 
Perspective
C. STANLEY DEES ’63

WOLTERS KLUWER

THIS UNIQUE resource 
identifies and analyzes 
14 legal issues frequent-
ly occurring in govern-
ment contracts, high-
lights the three most 
important legislative 
changes that have oc-
curred over the past 50 
years, and provides a 
historical account of the 
changes in law and 
practice over that 
period. “The Develop-
ment of Modern Gov-
ernment Contract Law: 
A Personal Perspective” 
is a resource for legal 
professionals practicing 
in the government con-
tracts arena, delivering 
invaluable insights and 
perspective that may 
inform how to manage 
specific legal issues. 

“GUNS DON’T KILL 
PEOPLE, PEOPLE 
KILL PEOPLE” and 
Other Myths About 
Guns and Gun 
Control
DENNIS HENIGAN ’77

BEACON PRESS

THE GUN LOBBY’S re-
markable success in 
using engaging slogans 

to frame the gun control 
debate has helped block 
lifesaving gun legisla-
tion for decades. But is 
there any truth to their 
bumper-sticker logic? 
Dennis Henigan 
exposes the mythology 
and misguided thinking 
at the core of these 
pro-gun catchphrases, 
which continue to have 
an outsized influence on 
public attitudes toward 
guns and gun control. 
He counters the gun 
lobby’s messages by 
weaving together re-
search and insights 
drawn from the grim 
reality of deadly gunfire 
in homes and communi-
ties. Henigan charts a 
new path toward ending 
the American night-
mare of gun violence—a 
battle he has been fight-
ing for the past 20 years.

HUMILITY IS THE 
NEW SMART: 
Rethinking Human 
Excellence in the 
Smart Machine Age
EDWARD D. HESS ’71 and 
KATHERINE LUDWIG ’00

BERRETT-KOEHLER

WE ARE on the leading 
edge of a Smart 
Machine Age that will 
be as transformative for 
us as the Industrial 
Revolution was for our 
ancestors. Smart ma-
chines will affect mil-
lions of jobs in manufac-
turing, office work, the 
service sector, the pro-
fessions and more, say 
Hess and Ludwig. In the 
face of these challenges, 
the authors suggest 
adopting humility—not 
self-effacement, but an 
accurate self-appraisal: 
acknowledging you 
can’t have all the 
answers, remaining 
open to new ideas and 
committing to lifelong 
learning. Drawing on 

extensive multidisci-
plinary research, the 
authors emphasize that 
the key to success in this 
new era is not to be 
more like the machines, 
but to excel at the best 
of what makes us 
human.

ANNUAL 
FRANCHISE AND 
DISTRIBUTION 
LAW 
DEVELOPMENTS 
2016
EARSA R. JACKSON ’98 

and DAVID GURNICK

ABA BOOK PUBLISHING

THIS REVIEW of the past 
year’s judicial develop-
ments in franchise and 
distribution law is 
written by two veteran 
attorneys in franchise 
law. The annual 
summary, which in-
cludes extensively re-
searched case law from 
August 2015 to August 
2016, covers franchise 
definitions, registration 
and disclosures, anti-
trust, federal and state 
issues, litigation, inter-
national franchising, 
and relationship, termi-
nation and renewal.

FRAMED
ROBERT F. KENNEDY JR. ’82

SKYHORSE PUBLISHING

ON HALLOWEEN 1975, 
Martha Moxley was 

found brutally mur-
dered outside her home 
in swanky Greenwich, 
Connecticut. Twenty-
seven years after her 
death, the state of 
Connecticut spent some 
$25 million to convict 
her friend and neighbor, 
Michael Skakel, of the 
murder. At his criminal 
trial, the state offered 
no physical or forensic 
evidence, no finger-
prints or DNA, and no 
eyewitness linking 
Skakel to the killing. 
The trial ignited a 
media firestorm that 
transfixed the nation. 
Now Robert Kennedy, 
Skakel’s cousin, offers 
his theory on the perpe-
trator and tries to clear 
his cousin’s name.

CHRISTIANITY 
MATTERS. 
How Over Two 
Millennia the Meek 
and the Merciful 
Revolutionized 
Civilization—and 
Why it Needs to 
Happen Again
DAVID T. MALOOF ’83

70X7 PUBLISHING

DAVID MALOOF pro-
vides a survey of the 
trends that moved civi-
lization forward, 
placing into context the 
work of history’s great 
Christian peace and 
justice activists who 
followed the message of 
the Beatitudes and in-
spired those trends.

CONSTITUTIONAL 
TORTS AND 
THE WAR ON 
TERROR 
JAMES E. PFANDER ’82

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

JAMES PFANDER’S book 
examines the judicial 
response to human 
rights claims arising 
from the Bush adminis-
tration’s war on terror. 
Despite widespread 
agreement that the 
administration’s 
program of extraordi-
nary rendition, pro-
longed detention and 
“enhanced” interroga-
tion was torture by 
another name, Pfander 
says, not a single federal 
appellate court has 
confirmed an award of 
damages to the pro-
gram’s victims. The 
silence of the federal 
courts leaves victims 
without redress and the 
constitutional limits on 
government action 
undefined. Many of the 
suits seeking redress 
have been based on the 
landmark 1971 Supreme 
Court decision in Bivens 
v. Six Unknown Named 
Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics. 
This book traces the 
history of common law 
accountability, the rise 
of Bivens claims, and the 
post-Bivens history of 
constitutional tort liti-
gation. Pfander also 
provides the Supreme 
Court with the tools 
needed to rethink its 
Bivens jurisprudence.
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IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

James M. Kelly ’41
fort gratiot, mich.

Oct. 8, 2016

Jack P. Brickman ’49
charleston, s.c.

Dec. 3, 2016

Richard E. Moot ’49
buffalo, n.y.

Jan. 29, 2017

Frank Warren Swacker ’49
pinellas park, fla.

Oct. 15, 2016

Thomas E. Tisza ’49
white river junction, vt.

Nov. 16, 2016

Crosby Wells ’49
salisbury, conn.

Oct. 4, 2016

Robert B. Thomas ’50
endicott, n.y.

Feb. 3, 2017

Ralph P. Zehler Jr. ’50
sarasota, fla.

Oct. 14, 2016

Albert H. Kelsey ’51
seattle, wash.

July 25, 2016

R. Duke Powell ’51
ridgefield, conn.

Nov. 3, 2016

Bert A. Nachman ’52
newport news, va.

Oct. 24, 2016

Robert C. Johnson ’53
st. louis, mo.

Dec. 6, 2016

E. Barrett Prettyman Jr. ’53
washington, d.c.

Nov. 4, 2016

William Clarkson Marshall Jr. ’54
north hampton, n.h.

March 11, 2016

Maurice H. Richardson III ’56
brookline, mass.

Sept. 3, 2016

David C. Glass ’57
bronx, n.y.
June 2, 2016

Barbara A. Coppeto ’58
milford, conn.

Jan. 5, 2017

Murray H. Falk ’58
montrose, colo.

Jan. 27, 2017

Robert N. Palmer ’58
largo, fla.
Nov. 16, 2016

Jesse S. Vogtle ’58
birmingham, ala.

Dec. 12, 2016

Jean Hall Hinckley ’60
cape coral, fla.

Nov. 10, 2016

H. Crane Miller ’60
bowie, md.
July 20, 2016

Nathan H. Smith ’60
roanoke, va.

Oct. 31, 2016

George Beall ’63
naples, fla.

Jan. 15, 2017

Joseph B. Yount III ’63
waynesboro, va.

Oct. 2, 2016

William G. McCollom ’64
kenner, la.

Sept. 6, 2016

Nicholas W. Thiemann ’64
westport, conn.

Oct. 27, 2016

Joseph W. Board ’65
pickens, s.c.

Dec. 28, 2016

Edgar F. Heiskell III ’66
charleston, w.va.

Nov. 20, 2016

Myron P. Simmons ’68
abiquiú, n.m.

Jan. 23, 2017

Gary D. Zweifel ’70
atlanta, ga.

Jan. 28, 2017

Peter D. Bakutes ’71
columbia, mo.

Sept. 27, 2016

Irving J. Kern ’71
fairfield, conn.

Dec. 18, 2016

Anita Martin Steele ’71
daleville, va.

Dec. 4, 2016

Douglas P. Wachholz ’71
reno, nev.
Jan. 23, 2017

Robert B. Wolf ’71
pittsburgh, pa.

Oct. 30, 2016

Stephen W. Bricker ’73
richmond, va.

Oct. 11, 2016

David G. Burwell ’73
bethesda, md.

Feb. 1, 2017

Cheryl A. Bass-Fitzhugh ’81
hampton, va.

Jan. 15, 2017

James O. Butler ’82
roanoke, va.

Oct. 31, 2016

Timothy L. Keegan ’85
washington, d.c.

Oct. 4, 2016

Douglas G. Schneebeck ’85
albuquerque, n.m.

Oct. 17, 2016

Seth H. Kramer ’98
gaithersburg, md.

May 4, 2011

Andrew Jasperson Lockhart ’10
keswick, va.
Sept. 30, 2016
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THE LAST WORD   J. Warren Gorrell Jr. ’79
CEO EMERITUS AND PARTNER AT HOGAN LOVELLS, FORMER CHAIRMAN OF HOGAN & HARTSON (NOW HOGAN LOVELLS), 
AND FORMER CO-CEO OF HOGAN LOVELLS

What gets you out of bed in the morning?
I naturally get up early, even on the weekends 
(though I confess I do enjoy sleeping a little 
more than I did when I was younger). The spe-
cific thing that gets me out of bed is the need to 
get my workout or my bike ride in early, before 
the day starts and other people’s problems get 
in the way of taking care of myself. But more 
generally, I’ve been lucky that I’ve been pas-
sionate about what I’m doing and so it’s good to 
get up and get going. I enjoy healthy competi-
tion and I enjoy helping others—there are many 
opportunities for both every day.

What’s an important lesson you’ve learned 
in your professional life?

Don’t ever be afraid to take a risk, to do some-
thing that hasn’t been done before. This isn’t 
easy for most lawyers, but for me, it has been 
critical to both my practice and my manage-
ment roles. It’s of course a way to differentiate, 
to make a difference. I’ve never been very good 
at just doing something the way it’s been done 
before. In my practice, I was part of the team that in 1994 con-
ceived a new way to structure publicly traded REITs (real estate 
investment trusts), and this structure has been commonly used 
now for over 20 years as the industry has grown to over $1 trillion 
in market cap. In my role as chairman of Hogan & Hartson, I led 
the team that in 2009 conceived and executed the merger with 
Lovells, creating Hogan Lovells. Both of these are good examples 
of doing things that hadn’t been done before, and both had great 
outcomes. And of course it’s also helpful to be lucky!

Give us your best advice for lawyers just starting out.
Bring your A-game to every assignment and project because you 
never know which one will change your life. I can trace virtually 
my entire practice to one transaction in 1986. It was the start of 
building relationships and a reputation that led deal-by-deal to 
a very large practice, for me and my team. That deal took a lot 
of hard work and sacrifice, and I often wonder how different it 
would have been had I not done that. 

Now that you’ve retired, what’s on your 
to-do list?

I’m continuing to help the firm in some strate-
gic, leadership and relationship areas as CEO 
emeritus, which I expect will be a nice way to 
continue to help but also have more flexibility. 
I expect to continue to be actively involved in 
the nonprofit and philanthropic activities I’m 
already involved in, most of which relate to 
education. Being only the second person in my 
family to go to college, I can honestly say that 
education (Princeton and Virginia) changed my 
life and the lives of my family, so it’s important 
(and easy) to give back there. Beyond that, I’m 
just going to see what I’m drawn to and let it 
happen. That approach, in itself, will be a big 
change.

What’s your favorite memory from law 
school? 

There are many, but one that will always stand 
out is the first time I was called on by John 
Jeffries in Criminal Law. He said, “Well, Mr. 

Gorrell, today’s your day; how do feel about that?” Since this was 
one of the first times I had been called on, I was of course worried 
about being humiliated, but I quickly decided some humor from 
the back row would be useful, so I replied, “I can’t tell you how 
much I’ve been looking forward to this opportunity.” He smiled 
and replied, “I certainly hope you feel that way in a few minutes. 
Now about S-1 ....” I survived, and I’ve never forgotten his gener-
osity of spirit in not making me look too bad. 

You have the last word. What do you want to say?
I hope this isn’t my last word, but to the Virginia Law community, 
I’d say “engage.” We’re all fortunate to have attended a great law 
school, one that has taught us so many lessons in law and in life 
and has afforded us some great opportunities. Today Virginia 
stands among the top law schools in the country. We all need to 
help maintain the traditions of excellence and leadership that Vir-
ginia stands for and do all we can to make sure the opportunities 
we’ve had available to us are available to those coming behind us.

DESCRIBE THE JOB YOU JUST RETIRED FROM and what you liked about it.
I just retired from practicing law (client work); I remain involved part-time as the CEO emeritus. I’ve been a corporate and M&A 
lawyer for over 37 years, all fortunately with the same firm (I started three days after law school graduation). I’ve always enjoyed the 
challenge and the feel and momentum of deals, of working on a team trying to put something together and help clients achieve their 
goals. I was always drawn to business and feel that has best used what I’ve had to offer. While the pace of deals undoubtedly is a hard 
road at times and can be disruptive, it has always been worth it. I’m sure I’ll miss this but, for me, this was a good time to step aside. 
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Reunions 

MAY 12-14—CHARLOTTESVILLE

FOR THE CLASSES OF: 

1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987, 
1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012 

and the Lile Law Society

ALL ALUMNI ARE WELCOME. 

JUNE 1—RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

Jefferson Hotel
6-7:30 P.M. reception

JUNE 7—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mayflower Hotel
11:45 A.M. reception

12:15 P.M. lunch

SEPT. 7—NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

Town Point Club
6-7:30 P.M. reception

SEPT. 27—DENVER

The Brown Palace Hotel
6-7:30 P.M. reception

OCT. 12—NEW YORK CITY

Yale Club
7-9 P.M. rece ption

OCT. 17—PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA

Garden Court Hotel
6-7:30 P.M. reception

OCT. 18—LOS ANGELES

Jonathan Club
11:45 A.M. reception
12:15 P.M. luncheon

OCT. 18—LOS ANGELES

Craft
6-7:30 P.M. reception

NOV. 29—CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

McGuireWoods
6:30-7:30 P.M. reception

NOV. 29—ROANOKE, VIRGINIA

Hotel Roanoke
11:45 A.M. reception

12:15 P.M. lunch

DEC. 6—WASHINGTON, D.C.

Metropolitan Club
6:30-8:30 P.M. reception

DEC. 13—CHARLOTTESVILLE

Keswick Hall
6:30-8 P.M. reception


