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FACULTY 
NEWS GILBERT NAMED VICE DEAN 

Professor MICHAEL D. GILBERT, an expert on election law, democracy, and law and economics, began 
serving as vice dean July 1.

“Mike Gilbert is an outstanding scholar, teacher and colleague who is held in high esteem in the UVA 
Law community and beyond,” Dean RISA GOLUBOFF said. “I’m thrilled that he will serve as vice dean, 
following a long line of distinguished faculty to serve in the role. Mike approaches everything he does 

with total commitment, careful thought and utter humanity. I am 
excited to work with Mike and to see the wonderful contributions he 
will make in this new role.”

The vice dean is responsible for faculty development and intel-
lectual life, student affairs, University-related academic affairs, and 
service on the appointments committees and other committees. The 
vice dean also coordinates with the associate dean for curricular pro-
grams, Professor GEORGE COHEN, on curricular issues.

Gilbert, who joined the faculty in 2009, said he is excited to begin a 
new role.

“The Law School feels like home to me,” he said. “We have wonder-
ful students, staff and faculty, and together we do good work in a beau-
tiful place. I treasure our spirit of community and collegiality, and I’m 
excited to support it as best I can.”

Gilbert, the Martha Lubin Karsh and Bruce A. Karsh Bicentennial 
Professor of Law, teaches courses on election law, legislation, and law 
and economics. His current research focuses on campaign finance law, 
corruption and the adjudication of “culture war” disputes. His schol-
arship has appeared in multiple law reviews, peer-reviewed journals 
and edited volumes. He has lectured throughout the United States 
and around the world, including in Ecuador, Germany, Hong Kong, 
Mexico and Israel.

Gilbert directs UVA Law’s Center for Public Law and Political 
Economy, which serves as a hub for faculty who apply insights from 
economics and political science to the study of public law. He is a 
member of the Democracy Initiative’s Corruption Lab for Ethics, 
Accountability, and the Rule of Law at UVA. Last spring, he served 
as a visiting professor at Universidad Torcuato di Tella in Buenos 
Aires. Gilbert has won UVA’s All-University Teaching Award and the 
Student Council Distinguished Teaching Award.

Prior to joining the faculty, Gilbert clerked for Judge William A. Fletcher on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. He received his J.D. and Ph.D. (in jurisprudence and social policy) from the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, where he served as articles editor on the California Law Review and re-
ceived multiple distinctions, including Olin fellowships in law and economics and a National Science 
Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Grant.

As vice dean, Gilbert succeeds Professor LESLIE KENDRICK ’06, who has returned to teaching and re-
search full time at the Law School.

“I’m so grateful for Leslie’s service through both challenging and joyful times at the Law School,” 
Goluboff said. “She has done an amazing job supporting and showcasing our faculty—from playing 
a pivotal role in the recruiting process for 22 new resident faculty members to working to create 
11 new academic centers. On top of that, she has been a critical part of guiding the Law School 
through the pandemic.”

—Mary Wood

KENNETH S. ABRAHAM  
published “The Long-
Tail Liability Revolu-
tion: Creating the New 
World of Tort and In-
surance Law” in the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania Journal of Law 
& Public Affairs. On 
June 3, he presented 
a paper titled “What 
History Can Tell Us 
About the Future of In-
surance and Litigation 
After Covid-19” (co-
authored with Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania law 
professor Tom Baker) 
at the annual Clifford 
Conference on Tort 
Law and Social Policy 
at DePaul Law School.

Abraham published 
“Rethinking the Devel-
opment of Modern Tort 
Liability” (co-authored 
with G. EDWARD WHITE) 
in the Boston Uni-
versity Law Review 
last year.

In the spring, PAYVAND 
AHDOUT published 
“Direct Collateral 
Review” in the Colum-
bia Law Review. It was 
featured on Jotwell 
shortly thereafter. Her 
article on “Separation-
of-Powers Suits” will 
be published in the 
Harvard Law Review. 
Ahdout also partici-
pated in CrimFest! 
with her new project, 
“Shadow Procedure.”

This year CHARLES 
BARZUN ’05 published 
“The Common Law 
and Critical Theory” 

in the Colorado Law 
Review as part of a 
symposium on criti-
cal theory; “Conflict 
Avoidance in Constitu-
tional Law” in the Vir-
ginia Law Review (with 
MICHAEL GILBERT); “The 
Tale of Two Harts; A 
Schlegelian Dialec-
tic” in the Buffalo Law 
Review for a sympo-
sium in honor of John 
Henry Schlegel; and 
“Quentin Skinner v. 
Charles Taylor: Expla-
nation and Practical 
Reasoning in History, 
Philosophy, and Law” 
in the Yale Journal of 
Law & the Humanities. 

Barzun has begun 
work on a book about 
the history and theory 
of American common 
law, titled “The Life of 
the Law.”

RACHEL BAYEFSKY pub-
lished an article in 
The Georgetown Law 
Journal called “Rem-
edies and Respect: 
Rethinking the Role 
of Federal Judicial 
Relief.” In addition, 
a prior article that 
she published in the 
William & Mary Law 
Review, “Constitutional 
Injury and Tangibil-
ity,” was cited by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 
TransUnion v. Ramirez. 

In the spring and 
summer, RICHARD 
BONNIE ‘69 was in 
demand for media com-
ments on Virginia’s 
abolition of the death 
penalty and legalization 
of marijuana, two sub-
jects on which he spent 
considerable schol-
arly energy early in 
his career in the 1970s. 
In July, Bonnie was 
invited to lecture at a 

PROFESSORS’ CORPORATE LAW 
SCHOLARSHIP RECOGNIZED
Papers authored by Professors MICHAL BARZUZA, QUINN CURTIS and CATHY HWANG were 
named among the top 10 corporate and securities articles of 2020 in an annual poll.

The poll of academics, conducted for Corporate Practice Commentator, 
selected the UVA Law professors’ works over papers from more than 320 

candidates. “Shareholder Value(s): Index 
Fund Activism and the New Millennial 
Corporate Governance,” co-authored 
by Barzuza, Curtis and Professor David 
Webber of the Boston University School 
of Law, was recently published in the 
Southern California Law Review. “Shadow 
Governance,” co-authored by Hwang and 
Professor Yaron Nili of the University of 
Wisconsin Law School, was published in the 
California Law Review.

In “Shareholder Value(s),” Barzuza, Curtis 
and Webber argue that, as investment funds 
compete to win the investment dollars 
of millennials by focusing on social goals, 
millennials shape corporate governance 
and were the driving force behind the rise 
of environmental, social and corporate 
governance, known as ESG.

“Millennials—raised in the shadow of 
the threat of climate change—came of 
age during the 2008 global financial crisis 
and are now raising their young children 
amid a pandemic punctuated by social 
upheaval,” the three wrote in an op-ed for 
The Hill. “Substantial research shows that, 
more than the Gen Xers or Baby Boomers, 
they integrate their social values into their 
economic life as employees, customers, and 
now investors.”

Hwang and Nili’s paper examines 
how non-charter, non-bylaw governance 
documents influence corporate decision-
making and corporate behavior.

These “shadow governance” documents 
“express a corporation’s commitment to 
and process on issues as wide-ranging 
as campaign finance, environmental 
sustainability, and sexual harassment, 
but are largely overlooked by scholars 
and practitioners alike,” the pair write in 
their abstract. “Among other things, these 
documents set the board’s annual agenda, 
define the metes and bounds of boards’ 
and committees’ responsibilities, and 
memorialize the corporation’s values.”

Corporate Practice Commentator is a 
30-plus-volume set of journals featuring 
articles written on all aspects of corporate 
law. The articles poll began in 1994.

Barzuza researches and teaches corporate 
law, corporate governance and corporate 

finance. Curtis teaches courses on corporate law, securities and venture capital, 
and his research focuses on empirical law and finance. Hwang’s research centers 
on business law, including corporate contracts, mergers and acquisitions, and 
corporate governance. She is the Barron F. Black Research Professor of Law.

In the past, the poll has recognized Barzuza, Hwang and Professors GEORGE S. 
GEIS, EDMUND W. KITCH and PAUL G. MAHONEY.

—Mike Fox
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tion in April. She was 
a discussant for “In-
ternational Law and 
the Protection of IT 
Supply Chains” at an 
event sponsored by the 
Oxford Institute for 
Ethics, Law and Armed 
Conflict in March. 
 

MICHAEL GILBERT 
became vice dean of 
the Law School in July. 
His paper “Constitu-
tional Locks,” which 
he co-authored with 
MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18 
and MICHAEL WEISBUCH ’19, 
was published in the 
International Journal 
of Constitutional Law. 
In June, he presented 
“Enforcing Rules 
versus Enforcing Stan-
dards” at the Compli-
anceNet Conference. 
That paper is co-au-
thored with Nicho-
las Almendares at 
Indiana University and 
REBECCA KERLEY ’20. He 
presented “Conflicts 
Among Rights: An 
Economic Approach” 
at Universidad Cientí-
fica del Sur in Peru. He 
was named an inter-
national expert in the 
Research Group on 
Economic Law, In-
stitutional Competi-
tiveness, Innovation, 
Development, Juri-
metrics and Public 
Policies at Pontificia 
Universidad Católica 
del Ecuador. During 
the summer, Gilbert 
taught a virtual course 
on law and econom-
ics to judges through 
the University of Ne-
vada’s Judicial Studies 
Program. 

Gilbert is director 
of UVA Law’s Center 
for Public Law and 
Political Economy, and 
along with DEBORAH 
HELLMAN, he co-leads 
a UVA Democracy 
Initiative called 
CLEAR: Corruption 
Lab for Ethics, 
Accountability, and the 
Rule of Law.

RISA GOLUBOFF was 
moderator for “White 
Supremacy on Trial,” 
hosted by the Karsh 
Center for Law and 
Democracy and the 
Miller Center in July. 

She delivered a 
keynote speech, “The 
Lost Promise of Civil 
Rights” for the Lee 
Lecture Series hosted 
by the UVA Library and 
the College and Gradu-
ate School of Arts & Sci-
ences in April.

She was modera-
tor for “Beyond Chattel 
Slavery: The 39th Con-
gress Frames a New 
Fourteenth Amend-
ment, an Equal Protec-
tion Clause, and ‘Affir-
mative Action’ Statutes 
to Assist Newly Freed 
African Americans,” 
hosted by the Center for 
Civil Rights at the Uni-
versity of North Caro-
lina in February. 

Goluboff served as a 
panelist for two events: 
“The Lateral Experi-
ence” at the Associa-
tion of American Law 
Schools Annual Meeting 
in January and “Leader-
ship Across Difference” 
for the UVA Jewish 
Studies Program in De-
cember. She was also 
a discussant for “Civil 
Rights, Law Enforce-
ment, and The Con-
stitution,” a law and 
history seminar hosted 
by the Robert H. Smith 
Center for the Consti-
tution at Montpelier in 
December.

She spoke as part of 
Sweet Briar College’s 
leadership core curricu-
lum on “Gender Equal-
ity in the Legal Profes-
sion: Past, Present, and 
Future” in October. Also 
that month, she was 
the keynote speaker for 
“The Role of Lawyers 
to Help Bring About 
Change,” at a Federal Bar 
Council event, and mod-
erator of “Presidential 
Leadership and Race” at 
the Miller Center.

RACHEL HARMON gave 
the keynote address for 
the symposium “Un-
necessary Evils: Law, 
Judging and Polic-
ing in an Overcrimi-
nalized World,” spon-
sored by the Institute 
for Humane Studies at 
George Mason Univer-
sity in July.

She was a panelist 
for several events: “The 
Future of Police Reform 
and Civil Rights in the 
Biden Administration,” 
a webinar hosted by the 
C. Boyden Gray Center 
for the Study of the Ad-
ministrative State; “Po-
licing Technology and 
Transparency” at the 
University of Florida’s 
Symposium on Tech-
nology, Media, and 
Privacy Law; “Federal 
Consent Decrees,” part 
of the Loyola University 
Chicago Law Journal 
symposium “The Crim-
inal Justice System in 
Review: Accountability, 
Reform, & Policy”; and 
“Navigating the Trial 
of Derek Chauvin,” co-
sponsored by UVA Law. 

She spoke on “Pro-
tecting the Protec-
tors? Changes to Qual-
ified Immunity for 
Police” at the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures in August.

She published a 
white paper, “Policing 
Priorities for the New 
Administration,” with 
Barry Friedman of New 
York University, with 
whom she also penned 
the Los Angeles Times 
op-ed “What Biden Can 
Do About Bad Policing.” 

Harmon also ap-
peared on three pod-
casts: “Titans of Law,” 
“Color Lines: From 
Phillip to Floyd” and 
“Common Law.”

She delivered the 
webinar “Teaching 
the Law of the Police” 
to help professors use 
her new casebook, 
“The Law of the 
Police,” published by 
Wolters Kluwer. She is 

frequently quoted in the 
media on policing and 
police reform. Harmon 
continues to serve as 
an associate reporter 
for the American Law 
Institute’s project 
on policing and has 
advised legislative 
efforts to reform 
policing. 

In the spring, she 
gave the charge to 
the Law School’s 
graduating class. 

ANDREW HAYASHI 
published “Protection-
ist Property Taxes” 
(with RICHARD HYNES) 
in the Iowa Law 
Review, “Dynamic 
Property Taxes and 
Racial Gentrification” 
in the Notre Dame 
Law Review, “Main-
taining Scholarly In-
tegrity in the Age of 
Bibliometrics” (with 
GREG MITCHELL) in the 
Journal of Legal Edu-
cation, and “Do Good 
Citizens Need Good 
Laws? Economics and 
the Expressive Func-
tion” (with MICHAEL 
GILBERT) in Theoreti-
cal Inquiries in Law. 
His articles “The Law 
and Economics of 
Animus” and “Tax 
Law as Foreign Policy” 
(with ASHLEY DEEKS) 
are forthcoming in the 
University of Chicago 
and University of 
Pennsylvania law 
reviews, respectively. 
In July, he presented 
his paper “The Evolv-
ing Network of Legal 
Scholars” at a virtual 
law and economics 
workshop sponsored 
by the universities of 
Michigan, Southern 
California and Vir-
ginia. Among other 
projects, Hayashi con-
tinues to write about 
tax law and religion, 
and recently published 
an essay called “Stew-
ardship and the Estate 
Tax” on the Canopy 
Forum.

DEBORAH HELLMAN 
presented “Rationing 
and Disability: The 
Civil Rights and 
Wrongs of State Triage 
Protocols,” which was 
forthcoming in the 
Washington & Lee Law 
Review, at the Health 
Law Professors Confer-
ence in June and the 
Wisconsin Virtual 
Health Law works-in-
progress seminar in 
March. In addition, she 
presented a lecture on 
“Algorithmic Discrimi-
nation” for the Center 
for Constitutional 
Studies of the Supreme 
Court of Mexico in 
June; delivered a 
keynote address titled 
“What Machine Learn-
ing and Algorithmic 
Decision-making Can 
Teach Us About Dis-
crimination” at the 
Center for the Experi-
mental-Philosophical 
Study of Discrimination 
at Aarhus University in 
Denmark in August; 
participated in a work-
shop jointly sponsored 
by the Berman Institute 
at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and the Univer-
sity of Maryland Law 
School in September; 
and gave an address on 
discrimination to the 
International Congress 
on Constitutional Law 
in Mexico in September. 

A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 
has been heavily focused 
on the 50th anniversary 
of the Constitution of 
Virginia. Howard was 
the executive director of 
Virginia’s Commission 
on Constitutional Revi-
sion, was counsel to the 
General Assembly when 
it received and acted on 
the commission’s rec-
ommendations, and di-

rected the successful 
campaign for ratifica-
tion of the constitution, 
which became effective 
July 1,1971. 

Howard wrote ar-
ticles on the history of 
Virginia’s Constitu-
tion in publications of 
the Virginia Bar As-
sociation, the Virginia 
Museum of History and 
Culture, and the Co-
lonial Williamsburg 
Foundation. He also 
wrote a series of arti-
cles in the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch.

Howard lectured 
widely during the 
months surround-
ing the 50th anniver-
sary. In Philadelphia, 
he was the keynote 
speaker for a program 
on state constitutions 
sponsored by the Na-
tional Constitution 
Center. 

His recent activities 
in Virginia include an 
address at the annual 
meeting of the Virginia 
Bar Association; the 
keynote for a program, 
“Looking Back, 
Looking Forward” on 
the anniversary date at 
the Library of Virginia; 
a lecture in an ongoing 
constitutionalism series 
at James Madison’s 
Montpelier; a conver-
sation with university 
presidents sponsored 
by James Madison and 
Norfolk State universi-
ties; conversations with 
Virginia teachers at 
the Library of Virgin-
ia’s Teachers Institute 
in Abingdon, Norfolk, 
Northern Virginia and 
Richmond; a Banner 
Lecture at the Virginia 
Museum of History and 
Culture; and a radio 
interview for Virginia 
Public Media’s “With 
Good Reason.”

For his work over 
the years since the 
current constitution, 
Howard was recog-
nized at a reception 
hosted by Gov. Ralph 
Northam on July 
1 at the governor’s 
mansion. The John 
Marshall Founda-
tion honored Howard 
by naming a Virginia 
History Day prize 
for him.

meeting of the World 
Psychiatric Associa-
tion in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
on the punitive incar-
ceration of political and 
religious dissidents in 
psychiatric hospitals. 
He recalled his experi-
ence serving on a U.S. 
State Department del-
egation to the Soviet 
Union in February of 
1989, when he investi-
gated allegations of psy-
chiatric abuse as part 
of U.S.-USSR human 
rights negotiations. 
The U.S. team of psy-
chiatrists interviewed 
27 suspected victims 
of abuse (15 hospital-
ized and 12 recently re-
leased) regarding their 
current psychiatric 
status, their diagnoses 
and their experience in 
the hospitals. 

The State Depart-
ment delegation report 
concluded that psy-
chiatric abuse had oc-
curred, but that mean-
ingful changes in Soviet 
psychiatry were un-
derway. In the wake 
of the U.S. delegation’s 
report, the Soviet psy-
chiatric association 
was conditionally re-
admitted to the WPA 
subject to a site visit. 
In 1991, Bonnie served 
on a WPA delegation 
that had a less compli-
mentary report. His 
lecture this year situ-
ated those missions in 
the context of develop-
ments in international 
norms of human rights, 
professional ethics and 
mental health law. 

Under Bonnie’s 
leadership as direc-
tor of UVA’s Institute 
of Law, Psychiatry and 
Public Policy, the insti-
tute’s faculty published 
a major policy state-
ment proposing a com-
prehensive overhaul of 
Virginia’s statutes gov-
erning response to in-
dividuals experiencing 
mental health crises—
an initiative driven in 
part by the shortage of 
hospital beds for acute 
care. Bonnie also is 
working with Virginia 
legislators to draft a 
pioneering proposal for 
formally diverting men-
tally ill persons from 
the criminal process 

into a new pathway 
of civil commitment. 
The key elements of 
the proposal were re-
cently described in the 
Journal of the Ameri-
can Academy of Psychi-
atry and the Law. 

Bonnie co-authored 
two scholarly publica-
tions for the American 
Academy of Neurology 
on cognitive decline re-
lating to aging. Those 
papers were on ethical 
issues arising in de-
mentia care and on how 
neurologists should 
respond to the FDA’s 
controversial approval 
of a new drug (adu-
canumab) for treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease.

DANIELLE KEATS CITRON 
published articles in 
April and May: “A New 
Compact for Sexual 
Privacy” in the William 
& Mary Law Review 
and “The Automated 
Administrative State: 
A Crisis of Legitimacy” 
(with University of 
Washington law pro-
fessor Ryan Calo) in 
Emory Law Journal.

KEVIN COPE’S co-au-
thored essay “Knowing 
the Law” was published 
in the University of 
Chicago Law Review 
Online in April. Also 
that month, his co-au-
thored essay “Govern-
ments Are Constitu-
tionally Permitted to 
Provide ‘Vaccine Pass-
ports’—Some May Also 
Be Constitutionally 
Obligated to Do So” ap-
peared in the Journal 
of Nuclear Medicine; he 
later discussed the re-
search on CBS 6 Rich-
mond’s evening news 
program and the na-
tionally syndicated 

radio program “The 
Attitude” with Arnie 
Arnesen. Cope pre-
sented other research 
virtually at workshops 
at the University of 
Chicago and the annual 
meeting of the Midwest 
Political Science 
Association. 

KRISTEN E. EICHENSEHR 
published “The 
Youngstown Canon: 
Vetoed Bills and the 
Separation of Powers” 
in the Duke Law 
Journal. She accepted 
an appointment to the 
National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering 
& Medicine’s Forum on 
Cyber Resilience. She 
hosted the Virginia-
Duke Foreign Rela-
tions Roundtable and 
the UVA Cybersecurity 
Speaker Series, both 
in February, and was 
involved in a number 
of other recent virtual 
events. 

Eichensehr served 
as a panelist for 
“Attacks on Healthcare 
Are Banned Under the 
Laws of War. Is It Time 
to Ensure the Same Is 
True for Peace Time?,” 
for the European Cyber 
Agora sponsored by 
Microsoft in June; 
“Writing the Rules of 
the Cyber Road” at the 
International Studies 
Association Annual 
Conference, in April; 
“The SolarWinds 
Breach: What Hap-
pened and Where Do 
We Go From Here?,” 
at an event sponsored 
by the Reiss Center 
on Law & Security at 
the New York Univer-
sity School of Law in 
March; and the U.S. 
Cyber Command Legal 
Conference, also held 
virtually in March.

She was a presenter 
for “Regulating Cyber-
warfare, Congressional 
Study Group on Foreign 
Relations and National 
Security,” sponsored by 
the Brookings Institu-

BUTLER’S PAPER WINS 
FRANCIS DEÁK PRIZE
A paper written by Professor JAY BUTLER won the 
Francis Deák Prize, awarded by the board of editors of 
the American Journal of International Law.

“The Corporate Keepers of International Law” ex-
amines the business of international law enforcement 
and grapples with the potential of corporations to 
serve as keepers of international law.

The award was presented March 26 at the con-
clusion of the 2021 Annual Meeting of the American 
Society of International Law.

The paper had been previously selected for the Yale/
Stanford/Harvard Junior Faculty Forum in 2019.

In 2018, Butler won the Lieber Prize from the 
American Society of International Law for his paper 
“Amnesty for Even the Worst Offenders,” and later 
that year was chosen as a fellow in the Law and Public 
Affairs Program at Princeton University.

Butler formerly served as an associate profes-
sor at William & Mary Law School. He previously 
was a teaching fellow at Columbia Law School and 
has taught as a visitor at Yale Law School and George 
Washington University Law School. His writing exam-
ines corporations and their adherence to international 
law, including how they can lead through global gover-
nance and policymaking.

—Mike Fox
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CATHY HWANG’S forth-
coming article, “Clean-
ing Corporate Gover-
nance” (co-authored 
with Jens Franken-
reiter of Washington 
University in St. Louis, 
Yaron Nili of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin 
and Eric Talley of Co-
lumbia Law School), 
will be published in the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania Law Review. Two 
more are slated to pub-
lished next year: “Col-
laborative Intent” in the 
Virginia Law Review 
and “Contractual 
Depth” (co-authored 
with Matthew Jenne-
john of Brigham Young 
University J. Reuben 
Clark Law School) in 
the Minnesota Law 
Review.

Hwang presented 
“Cleaning Corpo-
rate Governance” at 
faculty workshops at 
Columbia Law School 
and Oxford Univer-
sity, and at the Law & 
Economics Workshop 
at New York Univer-
sity School of Law. She 
presented “Collab-
orative Intent” at the 
Tel Aviv University 
Faculty Workshop. 
She presented “The 
Social Cost of Con-
tract” at the London 
School of Econom-
ics Faculty Workshop 
and the Singapore 
Management Univer-
sity Workshop.

CALE JAFFE ’01 pub-
lished an opinion piece 
in The Washington Post 
in June on the need for 
Virginia legislators to 
play a leadership role in 
climate change policy. 
He expanded on that 
idea in a presentation 
on “State-Centric En-

vironmentalism” at the 
Colloquium on Envi-
ronmental Scholar-
ship at Vermont Law 
School in September. 
At the same confer-
ence, he also presented 
on the “Role of Legal 
Ethics in Environmen-
tal Justice Advocacy.” 
Finally, he has joined 
SARAH SHALF ’01 as part 
of the inaugural cohort 
of Community-En-
gaged Teaching Schol-
ars within the Center 
for Teaching Excel-
lence at the University 
of Virginia.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK  
spoke on Fulton v. City 
of Philadelphia to a joint 
program of the Feder-
alist Society chapters 
at UVA and the Univer-
sity of Texas, and on a 
podcast for World News 
Group. He spoke on 
“Fulton v. City of Phila-
delphia and Bunches 
More: Religious Liberty 
Season at the Supreme 
Court” to the Salt Lake 
City chapter of the J. 
Reuben Clark Law 
Society. He published 
the 2021 Supplement 
to “Modern Ameri-
can Remedies” (5th ed. 
2019).

This fall, MICHAEL 
LIVERMORE published 
“Where Nature’s 
Rights Go Wrong,” 
co-authored with 
MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18 
in the Virginia Law 
Review. The article ex-
amines the growing 
global trend of adopt-
ing constitutional pro-
visions that grant rights 
to natural phenomenon, 
such as rivers or ecosys-
tems, or to nature itself. 
The article takes a criti-
cal approach, examin-

ing some of the con-
ceptual and practical 
difficulties that nature’s 
rights regimes face. 
Livermore also pub-
lished (with several co-
authors), “Law Search 
in the Age of the Algo-
rithm” in the Michigan 
State Law Review. That 
paper was the capstone 
of a yearslong inter-
disciplinary research 
project to computation-
ally model how lawyers 
identify relevant legal 
authority. In addition 
to presenting their re-
search results, Liver-
more and his co-authors 
discuss the normative 
implications of sophis-
ticated law search al-
gorithms. In October, 
Livermore will par-
ticipate in a weeklong 
session of the fourth 
Intercontinental Aca-
demia, to be held at the 
Paris Institute for Ad-
vanced Study. The ICA4 
is a global network of re-
searchers from a variety 
of disciplines focused 
on exploring scientific, 
legal and ethical ques-
tions at the intersection 
of cognitive science, 
neuroscience and 
artificial intelligence.

RUTH MASON served as 
co-editor of “Thinker, 
Teacher, Traveler: Rei-
magining International 
Tax,” a book of essays 
honoring Caplin and 
Drysdale’s H. David 
Rosenbloom on the 
occasion of his 80th 
birthday. Her chapter 
in the book was re-
printed in the Virginia 
Tax Review as “Has 
Cross-Border Arbitrage 
Finally Met Its Match?” 
(co-authored with 
Pascal Saint-Amans of 
the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development). She 
continued her popular 
Tax Notes series on 
state aid with “State 
Aid Enforcement After 
Amazon.” Together 
with Tsilly Dagan of the 

University of Oxford, 
Mason inaugurated a 
new workshop series, 
the Oxford-Virginia 
Legal Dialogs, which 
discusses the impli-
cations for tax schol-
arship of prominent 
non-tax legal work. 
She testified before the 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee of the Maryland 
House of Delegates in 
favor of pending legis-
lation (later adopted) 
to prevent automatic 
conformity with retro-
active changes to the 
federal tax base. Mason 
gave talks via Zoom 
on her proposed ap-
proach to state aid at 
King’s College London 
and Oxford, on devel-
opments in interna-
tional tax relations to 
the ABA Tax Section 
and the London School 
of Economics, and on 
the legality of digital 
taxes at George Wash-
ington University and 
Osgoode Hall. 

Mason also pub-
lished the chapter “Tax 
Discrimination” in “Re-
search Handbook on 
International Taxation” 
with a former student, 
ELIZABETH ADAMS ’19, 
and University of Penn-
sylvania law professor 
Michael S. Knoll.

JOY MILLIGAN was 
awarded a Berlin Prize 
for a fall 2021 fellow-
ship at the American 
Academy in Berlin. For 
her academy project, 
“The Constitution and 
Federally Funded Apart-
heid,” Milligan is asking 
“how the U.S. govern-
ment might repair the 
enduring harms of racial 
segregation, which con-
tinue to shape the na-
tion’s profound racial in-
equality in the present.” 
She focuses particularly 
on the federal govern-
ment’s less-visible role 
in helping to construct 
racial subordination, 
which often consisted of 
approving and funding 

CRAIG KONNOTH NAMED 
GREENWALL FACULTY SCHOLAR 
Professor CRAIG KONNOTH was named a 2024 Greenwall Faculty Scholar.

Considered one of the top fellowships in the field, the Greenwall Faculty 
Scholars Program in Bioethics “helps build the next generation of leaders by 
supporting early-career faculty members to carry out innovative bioethics re-

search,” according 
to the organization’s 
website. Since 2002, 
the Greenwall Foun-
dation has supported 
over 60 scholars from 
40 different institu-
tions.

For a term of three 
years, the award 
will fund Konnoth’s 
project, “Bioethics in 
Movement Advocacy.”

Konnoth will 
examine how activ-
ists, including those 
associated with LGBT, 
religious and racial 
justice movements, 
use medical frames 
and terms to bolster 
their claims, such as 
describing gender dys-
phoria as a disability, 
or racism as a virus.

“This project con-
siders how these med-
ically inflected ethical 
arguments relate to 
bioethics, whether 
and when they count 
as bioethics, how 
social advocates and 
bioethicists might in-
fluence each others’ 
arguments, and the 
ethical concerns of 
such techniques,” 
Konnoth writes in 
an abstract about the 
proposed research. 
“By considering when 

ethical arguments grounded in medical frames count as bioethics, this project 
raises vital questions about the nature of bioethics itself.”

Konnoth works on issues pertaining to health and civil rights, law and sexu-
ality, and health data regulation. His scholarship examines how medicine can 
be used to make normative claims and produce social change. He is also active 
in LGBT rights litigation and has filed briefs in the U.S. Supreme Court and the 
Tenth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on LGBT rights issues.

“Engaging in social justice advocacy, I realized that movements and individu-
als draw on many traditions beyond the law to produce change,” Konnoth said. 
“As medicine increases in importance in our everyday lives, it is important to un-
derstand how it plays a role in movement advocacy. I thank the Greenwall Foun-
dation for this opportunity, and am excited to join the Greenwall community.”  

Konnoth formerly was an associate professor at the University of Colorado 
and was a Sharswood and Rudin Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania Carey 
Law School and New York University Medical School. He has also served as a 
deputy solicitor general with the California Department of Justice.

 —Mike Fox

NELSON, ROSS NAMED TO PRESIDENT’S 
SUPREME COURT COMMISSION
President Joe Biden named Professors CALEB NELSON and BERTRALL ROSS to the 
Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States.

The commission will analyze arguments for and against Supreme Court 
reform. Qualifications for membership and the size of the court are among the 
topics the commission will examine. The commission will consider both the 
merits and legality of particular reform proposals.

The commission—co-chaired by BOB BAUER ’76, a professor at New York 
University School of Law and former general counsel to President Barack 
Obama—will hold public meetings to hear the views of other experts, and groups 
and individuals with varied perspectives. Biden’s executive order directs the 
commission to complete its report within 180 days of the first public meeting.

Nelson, who joined the faculty in 1998, is the Emerson G. Spies Distinguished 
Professor of Law. He teaches civil procedure, federal courts and statutory inter-
pretation. He is also author of a casebook on statutory interpretation.

Nelson is a past winner of UVA’s All-University Teaching Award as well as the 
national Federalist Society’s Paul M. Bator Award and is an elected member of 
the American Law Institute. He was the most-cited law school professor in U.S. 
Supreme Court opinions for the 2016-17 terms, according to a study of academic 
journal citations. He clerked for Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas.

Ross joined the faculty as the Justice Thurgood Marshall Distinguished 
Professor of Law in 2021. He teaches and writes in the areas of constitutio-
nal law, constitutional theory, election law, administrative law and statutory 
interpretation.

Ross received the Rutter Award for Teaching Excellence in his previous role 
as professor at the University of California, Berkeley School of Law. He has also 
been awarded the Berlin Prize from the American Academy in Berlin, the Prin-
ceton University Law and Public Affairs Fellowship, the Columbia Law School 
Kellis Parker Academic Fellowship and the Marshall Scholarship. Ross is also 
currently serving on the Administrative Conference of the United States.

Other commission members include former U.S. Judge THOMAS B. GRIFFITH ’85, 
now special counsel at Hunton Andrews Kurth; and former UVA Law professor 
Jack Goldsmith, now a professor at Harvard Law School.

—Mike Fox
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segregation implemented 
by others. The Ameri-
can Academy in Berlin 
granted 22 Berlin Prizes 
for fall 2021 and spring 
2022; the annual award 
goes to U.S.-based schol-
ars, writers, composers 
and artists who repre-
sent the highest stan-
dards of excellence in 
their fields, according to 
the academy’s website. 
Fellows spend a semes-
ter at the academy’s 
Hans Arnhold Center.

Her article “Remem-
bering: The Constitution 
and Federally Funded 
Apartheid” will be pub-
lished in the University 
of Chicago Law Review 
early next year.

JOHN T. MONAHAN re-
cently published “The 
Classification of Vi-
olence Risk” in the 
“Handbook of Vio-
lence Risk Assessment,” 
edited by University 
of South Florida pro-
fessor Randy Otto and 
Kevin Douglas of Simon 
Fraser University. The 
10th edition of his case-
book, “Social Science in 
Law: Cases and Materi-
als,” co-authored with 
Professor Emeritus 
LAURENS WALKER, will 
be published later in the 
fall. Monahan directs a 
research project for the 
John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Founda-
tion on ways to improve 
pretrial risk assessment. 
He also serves on the 
Advisory Board of Ad-
vancing Pretrial Policy 
and Research, supported 
by Arnold Ventures.

As director of the 
Supreme Court Litiga-
tion Clinic, DANIEL R. 
ORTIZ filed, along with 
others, a cert petition 

and cert reply in Haws 
v. Idaho, which asks 
whether a criminal de-
fendant’s purported 
waiver of the right to 
appeal in a plea agree-
ment is knowing, intel-
ligent and voluntary—
as required by the due 
process clauses of the 
Fifth and 14th Amend-
ments—when the 
trial court incorrectly 
informs the defendant, 
during the colloquy in 
which the court accepts 
the defendant’s guilty 
plea, that the defendant 
has reserved the right 
to appeal. 

As clinic director, he 
also filed a cert reply in 
Wilcox v. Lyons, which 
asks whether the 14th 
Amendment covers re-
taliation claims, and a 
merits-stage amicus 
brief in Minerva Surgi-
cal Inc. v. Holigic Inc., 
which asks whether 
the common-law doc-
trine of “assignor estop-
pel,” which prevents an 
inventor who has as-
signed a patent from 
later contesting the pat-
ent’s validity, survives 
statutory changes to the 
Patent Act. 

He appeared at an 
event at the George-
town Supreme Court 
Institute on Facebook, 
Inc. v. Duguid, which 
concerned whether ro-
bocalls and spam calls 
made by certain devices 
were barred by the 
Telephone Consumer 
Protection Act. He also 
appeared in the Feder-
alist Society’s Court-
house Steps program to 
discuss the oral argu-
ment in Minerva Surgi-
cal Inc. v. Holigic, Inc.

As a Berlin Prize 
Fellow during the fall, 
BERTRALL ROSS will 
trace evolving and 
competing concep-
tions of self-govern-
ment, culminating 
in the 15th Amend-
ment. He aims to ask, 
“Does this amendment 

protect only individu-
als’ narrow right to cast 
a ballot without dis-
crimination, or does 
it reach further to bar 
impediments to truly 
racially inclusive gov-
erning bodies?” Ross 
believes the answer 
could have far-reaching 
implications for subse-
quent amendments that 
protect nondiscrimina-
tory voting rights for 
women, the poor and 
the young. The Ameri-
can Academy in Berlin 
granted 22 Berlin 
Prizes for fall 2021 and 
spring 2022; the annual 
award goes to U.S.-
based scholars, writers, 
composers and artists 
who represent the 
highest standards of ex-
cellence in their fields, 
according to the acad-
emy’s website. Fellows 
spend a semester at 
the academy’s Hans 
Arnhold Center.

This summer, GEORGE 
RUTHERGLEN completed 
articles on “A Choice 
by Any Other Name: 
Ad Hoc Substitutes for 
Choice of Law” and 
“Universal Injunctions: 
Why Not Follow the 
Rule?” He also com-
pleted new editions of 
co-authored casebooks 
on employment dis-
crimination and on civil 
rights and prepared a 
new edition of his book 
“Transnational Civil 
Litigation: Principles 
and Prospects.”

FREDERICK SCHAUER 
delivered the keynote 
lecture (via Zoom) at 
the University of Ed-
inburgh Legal Theory 
Spring Festival, on the 
subject of “Force, Coer-
cion, and the Differen-

tiation of Law”; spoke 
(via Zoom) at Lund 
University, Sweden, on 
“The Role of Rules in 
the Law of Evidence”; 
delivered lectures in 
person at the Univer-
sity of the Faroe Islands 
on rules and standards 
and on freedom of 
speech; and responded 
to four commenta-
tors at a symposium on 
his work on constitu-
tional law, freedom of 
speech and legal reason-
ing. Schauer also served 
on the UVA committee 
chaired by LESLIE KEND-
RICK ’06 to draft a state-
ment on freedom of ex-
pression and academic 
freedom. His article 
“Freedom of Thought?” 
was published in Social 
Philosophy and Policy. 

RICHARD C. SCHRAGGER 
presented his paper 
“States vs. Cities” at a 
conference on Public 
Law in the States 
hosted at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Law 
School. The paper will 
be published in the 
Wisconsin Law Review. 
He moderated a discus-
sion on “Federalism in 
the Age of COVID-19” 
at the Miller Center 
and was a panelist at 
a conference on the 
constitutional status 
of cities hosted by the 
University of Toronto. 
He was a guest lec-
turer (with MICAH 
SCHWARTZMAN ’05) at 
Yale University, as part 
of its Free Exercise 
Speaker Series, and at 
Duke University, as part 
of its Race and the Law 
Speaker Series. With a 
number of other prop-
erty law professors, he 
submitted a brief to the 
Virginia Supreme Court 
on behalf of the com-
monwealth in Taylor v. 
Northam, an appeal of 
the governor’s decision 
to remove the Robert 
E. Lee statue in down-
town Richmond. His 
editorial “Basic Prin-

ciples of Property Law 
Support the Gover-
nor’s Decision to Take 
Down the Lee Statue” 
appeared in the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch.

Professor LOIS 
SHEPHERD has been 
appointed for a three-
year term to the De-
partment of Health 
and Human Services 
Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee on Human 
Research Protections. 
The committee advises 
the secretary on issues 
pertaining to or asso-
ciated with the pro-
tection of human re-
search subjects; how to 
improve the quality of 
the system of human 
research protection 
programs, including 
the responsibilities of 
investigators, institu-
tional review boards, 
administrators and in-
stitutional officials; and 
the role of the Office 
for Human Research 
Protections and other 
offices within Health 
and Human Services.

Shepherd, the Peter 
A. Wallenborn, Jr. and 
Dolly F. Wallen born 
Professor of Bio medical 
Ethics at UVA, also 
serves as a pro fessor 
of public health sci-
ences and professor of 
law. She is co-director 
of Studies in Reproduc-
tive Ethics and Justice 
in the School of Medi-
cine’s Center for Health 
Humanities and Ethics.

PAUL STEPHAN ’77 
finished up his 
public service with 
the Department of 
Defense in August 
and has returned to 
Charlottesville. He is 
under contract with 

VERSTEEG’S CO-AUTHORED 
BOOK WINS HONORS
Professor MILA VERSTEEG’S book “How Constitutional 
Rights Matter” was awarded the International Society 
of Public Law prize for best book published in 2019 
or 2020, an honor that she shared with her co-author, 
Adam Chilton.

Their book, released last summer by Oxford Univer-
sity Press, examines whether including rights in con-
stitutions actually improves their protection. Chilton, 

a University of 
Chicago law 
professor, has 
been one of Ver-
steeg’s frequent 
collaborators.

The book 
was awarded 
the prize during 
the closing cer-
emony of the 
society’s annual 
conference, 
which fea-
tured 272 ses-
sions and some 
1,500 public 
law scholars 
from around the 
world. Compe-
tition among 
members, who 
also represent 
expertise in the 
social sciences 

and humanities, was steep because two years of entries 
were combined due to the pandemic.

“I am incredibly honored to receive this award,” Ver-
steeg said. “I am particularly grateful to the intellec-
tual community at UVA that has helped me develop the 
ideas articulated in the book over the years.”

Among insights shared in the book, Versteeg and 
Chilton showed that the willingness of groups to orga-
nize and push back against the erosion of constitutional 
rights resulted in stronger protections. Their investiga-
tion solicited survey experiments, statistical analyses 
and case studies from around the world to better under-
stand levels of rights enforcement.

The book also won the Best Book Award from the 
Human Rights Section of the American Political Science 
Association. 

The research benefited from Versteeg winning a 
$200,000 Andrew Carnegie Fellowship, some of which 
she put toward her expenses in researching the book. 

Versteeg is the Henry L. and Grace Doherty Charita-
ble Foundation Professor of Law. She serves as director 
of UVA Law’s Center for International and Comparative 
Law and its Human Rights Program. Her research and 
teaching interests include comparative constitutional 
law, public international law and empirical legal studies. 
She has published more than 50 articles and book chap-
ters, in both legal and social science journals, and is 
considered a pioneer in applying empirical research 
methods to studying constitutions.

—Eric Williamson

ROBINSON WINS EQUITY AWARD 
NAMED FOR LATE HUSBAND
Professor Emerita MILDRED ROBINSON won an award for helping to improve equity 
in the UVA community—an honor that’s close to her heart. 

On June 8, she was the recipient of the Armstead Robinson Faculty Award, 
named for her late husband. The Black Faculty and Staff Employee Resource 
Group at UVA bestows the award on a faculty member who has contributed 

to diversity, equity and 
inclusion, and who has had 
a positive impact on the 
Black experience at the 
University.

Robinson was the first 
Black woman to serve as a 
tenured professor on the 
UVA Law faculty. She was 
hired in 1985 from Florida 
State University.

Robinson recently 
wrapped up a 35-year 
teaching career at UVA, 
and 47 years in academia 
overall, that went beyond 
just being a tax scholar. 
During her service, she 
was a robust citizen of 
the UVA community 
and a dedicated mentor 
and friend to countless 
students, faculty and staff.

Among her many 
contributions, she served 
as a role model to UVA Law 
students who would go 
on to successful careers in 
either tax law or academia; 
helped recruit Black faculty 
at the Law School and 
across Grounds; served as a 
welcomer and resource to 
successive classes of Black 
law students, including 

at Black Law Students Association receptions, which she sometimes hosted at 
her home; and created and led the “Profiles from Practice” series that introduced 
students to diverse practitioners in the legal field.

She said during the ceremony that her husband’s namesake award was 
meaningful to her because it means “I was an important contributor to the 
University experience in a way he thought was meaningful. I was a big fan of 
his.”

Armstead Robinson was a history professor who oversaw the initial 
development of the Carter G. Woodson Institute for Afro-American and African 
Studies. Under his leadership, the institute helped identify, recruit and retain 
key Black faculty members at the University.

The couple were married for eight years, until his untimely death in 1995.
As a widow with three children, one of them only 6, she maintained her full 

teaching load, her many volunteer commitments and added a new project: the 
completion of her husband’s book manuscript. In association with the University 
of Virginia Press, which identified history professors to help complete the work, 
she made sure that “Bitter Fruits of Bondage: The Demise of Slavery and the 
Collapse of the Confederacy: 1861-1865” was published.

“I found about seven different versions, and it was pretty close to being 
overwhelming, but I was determined the book would be published,” Robinson 
said. Once she identified the partnership that would complete the book, “I was 
cheering loudly on the sidelines.”

—Eric Williamson
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Cambridge University 
Press for a manuscript 
titled “The Crisis in 
International Law—
System Shocks, 
National Populism, and 
the Battle for the World 
Economy.” He will 
present a workshop on 
the book in November. 

His articles released 
or forthcoming this 
year include “Big Data 
and the Future Law of 
Armed Conflict in Cy-
berspace” for the book 
“The Law of Armed 
Conflict in 2040,” pub-
lished by Oxford Uni-
versity Press; and “In-
ternational Human 
Rights and Multina-
tional Corporations: 
An FCPA Approach” 
(with PIERRE-HUGUES 
VERDIER) in the Boston 
University Law Review; 
“Sovereignty and the 
World Economy” in 
the University of St. 
Thomas Law Journal; 
“Wars of Conquest 
in the Twenty-First 
Century and the 
Lessons of History—
Crimea, Panama, and 
John Bassett Moore” 
in the Virginia Journal 
of International Law; 
and “The U.S. Context 
of the Restatement 
(Fourth) of the Foreign 
Relations Law of the 
United States” in the 
European Journal of 
International Law. 

MEGAN T. STEVENSON’S 
paper “Pretrial 
Detention and the 
Value of Liberty” 
is forthcoming in 
the Virginia Law 
Review. She wrote an 
op-ed on the paper 
for The Appeal and 
discussed it on “The 
Appeal Live.” She gave 
recent talks at the 
ETH Zürich Speaker 
Series in Law and 
Economics, Cardozo 
Law School Faculty 
Workshop, and the 
Brooklyn Law Faculty 
Workshop. She also 
gave a presentation on 

risk assessment to the 
ABA Sentencing Task 
Force and launched a 
new online biweekly 
workshop series 
called the Virtual 
Crim Workshop.

G. EDWARD WHITE, with 
KENNETH S. ABRAHAM, 
published “Rethinking 
the Development of 
Tort Liability” in the 
Boston University Law 
Review in September.
White gave a 
presentation Aug. 16 
at the annual meeting 
of the International 
Association of Defense 
Counsel in Chicago. 
The topic was “Changes 
in the Internal 
Deliberative Protocols 
of the Supreme Court 
in the Last Hundred 
Years.”

In July, BOB BAUER ’76
and Yale law professor 
Cristina M. Rodriguez, 
co-chairs of the Presi-
dential Commission 
on the Supreme Court, 
invited White to submit 
written testimony on a 
number of topics. Pro-
fessors CALEB NELSON
and BERTRALL ROSS also 
are members of the 
commission.

His new book, 
“Soccer in American 
Culture: The Beautiful 
Game’s Struggle 
for Status,” will be 
published by the 
University of Missouri 
Press in the spring 
of 2022. 

RESEARCH BY HWANG 
AND CO-AUTHORS UPENDS CORPORATE 
GOVERNANCE SCHOLARSHIP
Nearly two decades of influential scholarship on how corporations are governed 
and valued is based on bad data, according to new research co-authored by 
Professor CATHY HWANG.

The paper, “Cleaning Corporate Governance,” reveals that an index 
cited thousands of times by scholars to measure corporate governance and 

shareholder rights is riddled with 
errors.

Written by Hwang, Columbia 
Law School postdoctoral fellow 
Jens Frankenreiter, Wisconsin law 
professor Yaron Nili and Columbia 
law professor Eric L. Talley, the new 
research also offers a dataset with 
pilot data to rectify the problem, 
creating a clearer picture about 
the power dynamics that control 
corporations and what that might 
imply in terms of profit potential, 
valuation and long-term prospects, 
among other business factors.

“For years, lawyers have raised 
our eyebrows at some of the major 
findings in corporate finance,” 
Hwang said. “Attempts to examine 
the underlying data, however, have 
been unsuccessful—empirical 

corporate governance data are hard to get and parse. The data that do exist, 
from commercial vendors, is super-expensive and of dubious provenance. 
To investigate the received corporate governance wisdom—from either 
legal scholars or business/finance scholars—we knew that we had to start by 
collecting the data from scratch.”

Dozens of law students and scholars assisted in the effort. The paper unveils 
a collection of three decades’ worth of corporate charters for thousands of 
public companies, revealing that faith in the accuracy and integrity of a small, 
specialized collection of corporate governance data has been misplaced.

The new data, called the “Cleaning Corporate Governance,” or CCG, 
data, includes the past 25 years’ worth of historical charters from S&P 
1500 companies, hand-labeled across numerous governance metrics. It’s 
supplemented with data that tracks 16 statutory governance rules across 50 
states and Washington, D.C., traced over nearly 30 years. The scholars have 
made the data available to all.

“A lack of access has been a chief culprit in data inaccuracy,” Hwang said. 
“Moreover, we’re really cognizant of the fact that newer researchers don’t have 
the resources to buy or gather data—and we think their brilliance shouldn’t be 
hampered by cost. We want CCG to become the gold standard data in our field, 
and we want everyone to be able to use it and improve it.” 

In the article, the professors revisit the famous 2003 paper by Paul Gompers, 
Joy Ishii and Andrew Metrick. This paper introduced the “Governance 
Index” or “G-index,” a measure of how much firm governance rules protect 
shareholders. 

“The paper has been cited nearly 10,000 times, and numerous other 
governance indices are based off of the G-index,” Hwang said. “The paper’s most 
famous finding is that firms with stronger shareholder rights are correlated with 
higher firm value, high profits and higher firm growth.”

In putting together their own data, the authors found that the original data 
the paper was based on is over 80% incorrect.

“We then replicated the G-index study using our own data, and their most 
famous finding is much more attenuated,” she said. 

Hwang said the data could allow researchers to measure stakeholder 
involvement and test whether it impacts factors such as investment return, 
among many other possibilities.

—Mike Fox

From 
Public

Service to 
Customer 

Service

COVID-19 HAS
PRESENTED 

RESTAURATEUR
WITH

A MENU OF 
CHALLENGES

Leezie Kim ’96 
FROM HER TIME WORKING IN GOVERNMENT, LEEZIE KIM ’96 knows about 
making big decisions under pressure, but she has experienced a very 
different kind of pressure over the past 18 months in her current job 
as chief legal officer of Fox Restaurant Concepts.

Fox, a James Beard-nominated restaurant incubator company, op-
erates more than 50 restaurants across the country. Those restaurants 
employ thousands of people, and their livelihoods were disrupted 
when COVID-19 hit last March. Dine-in business largely disappeared, 
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