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KARSHES MAKE RECORD 
$44 MILLION  GIFT



From Dean RISA GOLUBOFF

T
HIS ISSUE OF UVA LAWYER is all about the future. It 
is about our future as a law school, and the transformative 
gift we have just received from Martha Lubin Karsh ’81 and 
Bruce Karsh ’80. It is about the future of our University, and 
new leadership. It is about the future of the law itself, and 
the groundbreaking work our faculty are doing to make that 
future one we want for a civil society.

I start closest to home, with the Law School. Last spring, 
Martha and Bruce Karsh made the largest gift in our 200-year history. This gift is a promise 
to our future. By endowing both scholarships and professorships, it ensures the flourish-
ing of the heart of any law school, and especially this one: its people. It also establishes 
the Karsh Center for Law and Democracy, a promise not only to our 
own future but to the future of our nation and our world. Through 
its nonpartisan mission of promoting civil discourse, democratic dia-
logue and respect for the rule of law, the Karsh Center will address 
the most pressing issues of our time. It will serve, as this Law School 
long has, as a beacon of hope and a bulwark of democracy.

The energy and momentum we feel at the Law School as we enter 
our third century is palpable across the University. We have just inau-
gurated Jim Ryan ’92, our alumnus and former colleague, as the ninth 
president of UVA. We at the Law School are thrilled that so many 
from our community are part of his team. Last spring we shared in 
these pages the announcement of former Dean John Jeffries ’73 as 
senior vice president for advancement. In this issue, in addition to learning more about 
President Ryan, you will read about the appointments of Liz Magill ’95 as provost and 
Tim Heaphy ’91 as University counsel. 

It is fitting that this issue should also focus on the future of the law itself. The future 
beckons but unsettles us. In the face of rapid legal, economic and technological change, 
our remarkable faculty are undaunted. Their response to the uncertainty of “What next?” 
is to develop new ideas and ask tough questions, some of which we share with you in “The 
Future of Law.” In a world of driverless cars, who will be liable for accidents? What legal 
issues will accompany predicting enemies with algorithms? What are the next frontiers 
of criminal law, and how far will technology go in replacing the duties traditionally as-
signed to lawyers? In each of these areas and more, our faculty are on the cutting edge. 
Their work helps us understand what coming change means for the discovery of new 
knowledge, for the law and for the fabric of our everyday lives. 

Much of what you will read here is not literally about the future. There are articles on 
the Vietnam War and how our alumni lived through and struggled with it; on the Vir-
ginia Law Weekly, and how it has long won awards by documenting our history, foster-
ing serious dialogue and offering comic relief; and on our alumni soaring in every sector 
of the legal profession and beyond. 

Each individual story might be about our past or our present, but every single one is ulti-
mately about our future. Everything that happens here happens because of a shared com-
mitment to the future of this institution. As the Karshes’ gift shows, institutions do not build 
themselves. We build this beloved Law School every day—with the inspirational leadership of 
our graduates, the vision and brilliance of our faculty, the passion and imagination of our stu-
dents, and the extraordinary generosity of our alumni. You are our future, as you are our past. 
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“Law [was] not 
simply what was 
decided in the 
last 30 years, as 
it is now. Law was 

a set of principles 
that judges and 

lawyers together would 
have to work towards.”
—PROFESSOR FARAH PETERSON, on law in 

the early 1800s (Oral Argument)

“WE OFTEN THINK THAT CITIES OR 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS CAN DO 

MORE THAN THEY 

ACTUALLY CAN. 
What they 

can do is what 
they’re autho-

rized to do.”

—PROFESSOR 
RICHARD 

SCHRAGGER 
(Charlottesville Tomorrow) 

“Do not tolerate anything 
less than leading us to 

equity here in 
these United 

States. We 
say we 
believe 
it; make 
us do it. 

Do not 
tolerate 

anything 
less than equity 

around the globe. It is 
a human right. Make it 
happen.”

—PROFESSOR DAYNA BOWEN 
MATTHEW ’87, delivering the Morehouse 

School of Medicine commencement address 

“Sometimes the 
suffering people 
experience for 
wrongdoing 

is more 
painful than 
anything the 

state could 
actually inflict, 

or would inflict.”
—PROFESSOR RICHARD BONNIE ’69 

on the severity of certain prison sentences 
(Richmond Times-Dispatch) 

“VAGRANCY LAWS 

ARE GONE, 
but treating 

African-
Americans 

like 
vagrants 
continues.”

—DEAN RISA 
GOLUBOFF, in an 

op-ed inspired by the 
Starbucks incident   

(The Washington Post) 
 

“If a regulated 
industry 

faces high 
uncertainty 

about 
whether a 

compliance 
expenditure 
will pay off, it 
will rationally try 

to delay compliance for 
as long as possible 

in hopes of a shift in 
administration.”

—PROFESSOR MICHAEL LIVERMORE,  
(The Regulatory Review)

“Because so many free-
speech claims of the 1950s 

and 1960s involved anti-
obscenity claims, or 

civil rights and 
anti-Vietnam 

War protests, it 
was easy for the 

left to sympathize 
with the speakers 
or believe that speech 
in general was harmless. 

But the claim that speech 
was harmless or causally 

inert was never true, 
even if it has taken recent 

events to convince the 
left of that. The question, 
then, is why the left ever 

believed otherwise.”
 

     —PROFESSOR FREDERICK SCHAUER,  
on the evolution of the First Amendment  

(The New York Times)

“IT TAKES SO LITTLE TIME TO GET 

SOMEBODY CONVICTED, 
and so much time to get 

them unconvicted.”

—PROFESSOR  
DEIRDRE ENRIGHT ’92,  
director of investigation  

for the Innocence Project at  
UVA Law (The News Leader)

 

“I chose UVA because 
everyone I met who 

attended the Law 
School lit up when 

I asked them about 
their law school 

experience.”
—JENI HENDRICKS, member of the Class of 2021

QUOTED QUOTED

“I liken our move into 
original content 

as going from 
selling cars to 
manufacturing 
cars—dealing 
with suppli-

ers, production, 
unions, etc. And 

on top of that, given 
our pace of growth, 
it’s a bit like building the 
car while you’re racing 
down the road.”

—DAVID HYMAN ’93, general counsel of 
Netflix, in a Q&A prior to welcoming the 

UVA Law Class of 2021

“THE CONSTITUTION 

CAN ALLOW crazy 
things to happen.”

—PROFESSOR 
SAIKRISHNA 

PRAKASH on the 
legality of indicting a 

sitting president 
(The Atlantic )

 

“These steps certainly go 
in the right direction, but 

without a large increase 
in resources and 

in the number of 
treated inmates, 
it is doubtful that 
the spread of this 

epidemic within 
the prison system 

will stop.”
—PROFESSOR GEORGE RUTHERGLEN, 

after winning hepatitis C treatment  
for a prisoner of the Virginia  

Department of Corrections
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M
ARTHA LUBIN KARSH ’81 AND BRUCE KARSH ’80, 
alumni and philanthropists who met at UVA 
as law students, announced at a celebratory 
dinner in May that they will donate $44 million 
to the Law School. The gift is the largest in 
the school’s history and makes the Karshes 
the institution’s first $50 million donors.  

The gift, to be fully funded by 2022, will:

❱ FUND THE LAW SCHOOL’S PREMIER STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM, which helps attract the best and brightest students to 
Virginia and awards full tuition and fees for all three years of legal 
study. The program is now called the Karsh-Dillard Scholarships.

❱ ESTABLISH THE KARSH CENTER FOR LAW AND DEMOCRACY, 
which will support interdisciplinary programming and symposia 
focused on respect for the rule of law, civic engagement, civil dis-
course, the ideals of a plural society, and the indispensable values 
of truth, integrity and ethics.

❱  CREATE AN ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS FUND to support faculty 
affiliated with the Karsh Center.

“Education is the foundation of a healthy, thriving democracy,” the 
couple said in a joint statement. “We want to empower students to 
pursue their goals as knowledgeable, engaged citizens, and we want 
democratic principles to flourish for the good of society.”

The $44 million gift includes $18.9 million in matching funds 
from the University’s Board of Visitors, which will be given in the 
Karshes’ name.

The gift kicks off the Law School’s bicentennial celebration as 
well as its Honor the Future campaign.

Virginia Law is the nation’s second-oldest continuously operating 
law school. Thomas Jefferson founded UVA in 1819, and law was an 
original “department” of the University.

Law School Dean Risa Goluboff praised the Karshes’ generous 
gift, which she said will expand opportunities for students, faculty 
and programs.

“This gift is a testament to the Karshes and to UVA Law,” Goluboff 
said. “Martha and Bruce believe in the power and importance of 
a top legal education to change lives, support the rule of law, and 
uphold democracy and democratic ideals. With their support, we 
will be able to accomplish more than we ever imagined for our stu-
dents and faculty, and for our nation.”

The Karsh Center for Law and Democracy will launch in No-
vember by hosting a conversation between retired U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Anthony Kennedy and financier-philanthropist David 
Rubenstein. 

Professor Micah Schwartzman ’05 is the center’s director.
 —Eric Williamson

  
MARTHA AND BRUCE KARSH 

MAKE LARGEST GIFT IN 
LAW SCHOOL HISTORY 
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❱ BRUCE KARSH ’80 and 
MARTHA LUBIN KARSH ’81, 
right, visited the Law School in 
May to announce their gift with 
DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF.

1

8 9 

10    

1 Class of 2020 students RACHEL 
RAYCRAFT, MANAL CHEEMA, 
BROOKE SWANN and JESSICA 

JOYCE were named recipients of the 
2018 Monroe Leigh Fellowship.

2   Class of 2019 students 
KENDALL BURCHARD, 
APARNA DATTA,  

AMANDA LINEBERRY and  
JIANNE MCDONALD were named 
2018-19 Ritter Scholars.

3 ALANA BROE ’19 was  
named a 2018-19 Douglass 
Fellow at The Human 

Trafficking Institute.

4 FRANCES FUQUA ’19 was 
elected president of the 
Student Bar Association.

5 Led by RYAN SNOW ’18, the 
AMERICAN CONSTITUTION 
SOCIETY FOR LAW AND 

POLICY was named ACS student 
chapter of the year.

6 ASHLEY FINGER ’18, a 
participant in this year’s 
Salzburg Cutler Fellows 

Program, served as rapporteur for the 
Salzburg Global Seminar in Austria.

7 FLORIAN KNERR LL.M. ’14 of 
Germany is clerking for Judge 
Nawaf Salam of Lebanon at the 

International Court of Justice.

8 GEORGE CAROTENUTO ’18  
and MEGAN KEENAN ’18
were named recipients of the 

2018 Rosenbloom Award.

9MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18 
joined the faculty at Instituto 
Tecnológico Autónomo de 

México as a law professor.

10JAY TRAVIS WILLIAMSON ’18 
and BROCK PHILLIPS ’18 
with the Appellate Litigation 

Clinic won freedom for their client at 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit.

6 7 
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T
HE LAW SCHOOL WAS TIED FOR SECOND in the number 
of lawyers from an organization arguing before the U.S. 
Supreme Court during the 2017 term—excluding the 
U.S. Office of the Solicitor General—and first among law 

schools. The school also is tied for sixth in the total number of cases 
before the court.

Three UVA Law professors argued three cases at the court. Outside 
of the U.S. Office of the Solicitor General, only a handful of firms and 
few law schools make more than one argument at the U.S. Supreme 
Court in a given term.

“It’s a credit to the school that it has such a leading presence before 
the court,” said Professor Dan Ortiz, the director of the Supreme 
Court Litigation Clinic. “Its appearances—whether by individual 
professors or by the clinic—bring the best of both practice and the 
academy together to serve clients, to challenge students with cut-
ting-edge cases and to aid the court in developing American law.”

Two of the arguments involved cases with the clinic. City of Hays 
v. Vogt, a Fifth Amendment case from Kansas, was argued in Febru-
ary by Professor Toby Heytens ’00, who has since taken leave from 
UVA Law to serve as Virginia’s solicitor general. Epic Systems Corp. 

v. Lewis, a labor arbitration case, was argued in October by Ortiz.
Separately, Professor Aditya Bamzai made his debut at the U.S. 

Supreme Court in January (see p. 70) as a rare independent amicus in 
three consolidated cases involving the Supreme Court’s jurisdiction 
to review cases from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.

Excluding the Solicitor General’s Office, the law firm Orrick 
topped the oral argument list with four different attorneys, accord-
ing to data compiled by the Arthur J. Morris Law Library. UVA Law 
shared the No. 2 spot with four law firms.

—Mike Fox

 M. 
ELIZABETH “LIZ” MAGILL, a 1995 alumna and former 
Law School vice dean, will serve as the University of 
Virginia’s next executive vice president and provost, 
President Jim Ryan ’92 announced Aug. 3.

“I am confident her experience and creativity will 
serve her well as the University’s chief academic officer,” Ryan said.

Magill will also be the first woman to hold the role at the University.
Having served as the Richard E. Lang Professor of Law and dean 

of Stanford Law School since 2012, Magill plans to assume the posi-
tion of provost in the summer of 2019, succeeding Thomas C. Kat-
souleas. The provost oversees the University’s teaching and research 
activities, and directs the academic administration of the 11 schools, 
the library, art museums, public service activities, University centers 
and foreign study programs.

“Serving as provost at the University of Virginia is in many ways 
a dream come true for me,” Magill said. “The University and Char-
lottesville communities always have been special for me and my 
family. I look forward to working with Jim, Chief Operating Officer 
Jennifer Wagner Davis, and our outstanding deans, faculty, staff and 
students as we forge ahead and continue the University’s leading 
role in public higher education, research and service.”  

An expert in administrative law and constitutional law, Magill 
was the Joseph Weintraub–Bank of America Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Law, and the Elizabeth D. and Richard A. Merrill Profes-
sor at Virginia. She joined the faculty in 1997, teaching adminis-
trative law, constitutional law, food and drug law, and seminars in 
constitutional structure and administrative law. As vice dean from 
2009-12, she helped manage the school’s curricular direction and 
faculty recruiting efforts, and oversaw the offices of the registrar 
and the dean of students.

“During her time at the Law School, Liz was an outstanding 
leader and wonderful colleague, as well as an influential scholar 
and teacher,” Dean Risa Goluboff said. “We have missed her during 
her Stanford deanship, and we could not be more delighted at her 
return. The whole University will no doubt benefit as she puts her 
many and considerable talents to work on its behalf.”

Magill has served as a fellow in the Program in Law and Public 
Affairs at Princeton University, as a visiting professor at Harvard 
Law School and as the Thomas Jefferson Visiting Fellow at Downing 
College in Cambridge University. She is a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American Law Institute.

A native of Fargo, North Dakota, Magill received her undergradu-
ate degree in history from Yale University, then worked as a senior 
legislative assistant for energy and natural resources for U.S. Sen. 
Kent Conrad of North Dakota.

She left Capitol Hill to come to law school at UVA, where she was 
an articles development editor of the Virginia Law Review and re-
ceived several awards, including the Margaret G. Hyde Award, the 
Jackson and Walker Award for Academic Achievement, the Mary 
Claiborne and Roy H. Ritter Scholarship, and the Food and Drug 
Law Institute Scholarship.

After law school, Magill clerked for Judge J. Harvie Wilkinson III ’72 
of the Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and then for U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Magill’s husband is Leon Szeptycki, who previously directed an 
environmental law clinic at UVA Law. He is currently executive 
director of Stanford’s Water in the West program and professor of 
the practice at the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment. 
They have two children.

—Anthony P. de Bruyn and Mary Wood

M. ELIZABETH 
MAGILL ’95 

NAMED UVA 
PROVOST
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❱ JULIA WYNN ’18, BRANDON DUBOV ’18, PHIL OGEA ’18, DAVID RUBIN ’19 and 
CHRISTINA MCLEOD ’18 traveled to Brussels for the competition.

UVA 
LAW 

SECOND
 IN LAWYERS 
ARGUING AT 

SUPREME 
COURT FOR 

2017-18 
TERM

UVA BECOMES FIRST U.S. TEAM 
TO WIN INTERNATIONAL
 TAX LAW MOOT COURT

U
VA LAW STUDENTS WON the International and European 
Tax Moot Court in Belgium in March, becoming the first 
U.S team to earn that honor in the competition’s almost 
15-year history.

Christina McLeod ’18, Phil Ogea ’18, David Rubin ’19 and Julia 
Wynn ’18 comprised the winning squad, with Brandon Dubov ’18 
serving as team coach and Professor Ruth Mason acting as faculty 
adviser.

It was only the second year that UVA Law has fielded a team.
“Our students left for Brussels resolved to win, and that’s exactly 

what they did,” Mason said. “In two short years our students have 

made Virginia a force to be reckoned with in this competition.”
This year, UVA Law students pleaded against teams from India, 

Luxembourg, Belgium and Germany before meeting students from 
the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla, Ukraine, in the final round.

The students participated in the moot as part of Mason’s Inter-
national Tax Practicum class. Fellow tax faculty members Michael 
Doran, Andrew Hayashi and Ethan Yale also helped prepare the stu-
dents through mooting.

UVA Law has one of the most prestigious tax law programs in the 
U.S., and the win boosts the school’s reputation for tax expertise abroad.

—Eric Williamson
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V
IRGINIA ATTORNEY GENERAL Mark Herring 
appointed Timothy J. Heaphy ’91 as senior 
assistant attorney general and Univer-
sity counsel at the University of Virginia.

Heaphy, a former U.S. attorney for the Western Dis-
trict of Virginia who most recently served as a partner 

with Hunton Andrews Kurth, took office Sept. 1. 
As University counsel, Heaphy leads UVA’s Office of University 

Counsel, which is responsible for representing the Rector and Visi-
tors of the University of Virginia in all legal and regulatory matters. 
The office provides legal counsel to the Board of Visitors, President 
Jim Ryan ’92, executive officers and other administrators, faculty 
and staff in their official capacities. As a member of the University’s 
senior leadership team, Heaphy will provide strategic advice to the 
Board of Visitors and Ryan on a number of important issues.

“With his deep roots in Virginia, in Charlottesville and at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Tim is well-positioned to help President Ryan and 
the Board of Visitors implement their vision, and to help the Univer-
sity continue to grow and thrive,” Herring said. 

“Tim is an outstanding attorney with a sharp mind and a long 
history of public service,” Ryan said. “He understands the important 
role the University plays in the community and nation, and his legal 
expertise will undoubtedly benefit both the commonwealth and 
UVA. I am delighted that Attorney General Herring has appointed 
Tim and grateful that Tim has agreed to serve in this important lead-
ership position at his alma mater.”

Attorneys in the Office of University Counsel are appointed by the 
attorney general of Virginia and represent the University on legal 
matters affecting University operations and interests. 

“I am honored to have been appointed University counsel for the 
University of Virginia,” Heaphy said. “UVA and Charlottesville are 

very special places for me and my family, and I can’t think of a better 
way to continue my career as a public servant in the law than to rep-
resent what I believe to be the best public university in the nation. I 
am grateful to Attorney General Herring for entrusting me with this 
responsibility, and I look forward to serving the UVA Board of Visitors, 
President Ryan and the University’s distinguished faculty and staff.”

Appointed by President Barack Obama to serve as the U.S. attorney 
for the Western District of Virginia in 2009, Heaphy was the chief 
law enforcement officer responsible for prosecuting federal crime 
and defending the United States in civil litigation for six years. Prior 
to that role, he was a partner with the law firm McGuireWoods. He 
served as assistant U.S. attorney in the District of Columbia and the 
Western District of Virginia from 1994 to 2006.

In 2017, Heaphy led a team of lawyers at Hunton & Williams in 
conducting an independent review of the protest events in Charlot-
tesville last year. The report and its findings led to the development 
of new policies and procedures regarding how to better manage 
public protests while also ensuring First Amendment protections 
and public safety.

Heaphy is founder and board chair of The Fountain Fund, a non-
profit organization in Charlottesville that provides low-interest loans 
to formerly incarcerated people in Central Virginia. As a law student 
at UVA, he helped start a loan forgiveness program for students who 
entered public service work after graduation.

Heaphy also is a Double ’Hoo: he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
English from the University of Virginia.

—Anthony P. de Bruyn

TIMOTHY J.
HEAPHY ’91 

NAMED UVA
COUNSEL

 
AT A GLANCE
❱ 320 students enrolled from among 

5,646 applicants
❱ 56% men, 44% women
❱ 26% identify themselves as people of color
❱ 8% self-identify as LGBT
❱ 67% have postgraduate experience

WHERE THEY’RE FROM
❱ 164 undergraduate institutions
❱ Students come from 36 states and the 

District of Columbia, with the most 
common being Virginia, New York, 
California, Pennsylvania and Maryland.

ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS
❱ Median LSAT: 169
❱ 25%-75% LSAT: 163-171
❱ Median GPA: 3.89
❱ 25%-75% GPA: 3.59-3.97
❱ Age Range: 20 to 35

GRADUATE STUDIES
❱ 30 LL.M. candidates representing 

12 countries
❱ 22 S.J.D. candidates from 

11 countries 

❱ Two clinic instructors, ADEOLA OGUNKEYEDE and 
KIM ROLLA, flank Legal Aid Justice Center summer intern 
TAYLOR MITCHELL ’20.

❱ A.J. SANTIAGO, CHANCE MCCRAW, ALEX 
CATON, LYNN ONYEBEKE and JENI HENDRICKS 
are members of the Class of 2021.

S
TUDENTS interested in fight-
ing injustice will be able to 
gain experience—and course 
credit—through a new offering this 

fall: the Civil Rights Clinic.
The clinic will be conducted in associa-

tion with the Legal Aid Justice Center and 
build on the efforts of the Civil Rights Pro 
Bono Clinic, which the course will replace.

The pro bono clinic started in January 2017 
through an $80,000 grant from the Jesse Ball 
duPont Fund and proved so popular that the 
Law School decided to offer the clinic for 
academic credit.

Clinic instructor Adeola Ogunkeyede, who 
heads LAJC’s Civil Rights and Racial Justice 
Program, said the course will provide direct 
relief to clients in her program, focused on 
low-income communities of color, as well as 
work with teams in other LAJC programs 
focused on such issues as immigrant advo-
cacy and housing justice. Students may be 
involved in court cases, including complex 
litigation in federal court, or aid in policy 
reform efforts, among other hands-on tasks.

“All things are potentially on the table 
as we go through getting the clinic up and 

running,” Ogunkeyede said. “We’re looking 
at how we can have the most impact.”

Ogunkeyede joined LAJC in February 2017 
after nearly nine years at the Bronx Defend-
ers. She will teach the five-credit-hour class 
with Angela Ciolfi ’03, who is LAJC’s director 
of litigation and advocacy, and Kim Rolla ’13, 
one of the program’s attorneys.

Taylor Mitchell ’20 has already gained ex-
perience working on a variety of civil rights 
cases through the pro bono version of the 
clinic and as a summer intern at LAJC under 
the legal advocacy program.

He recently helped prepare depositions 
and exhibits for an LAJC case involving 
improving how health care is delivered to 
inmates at the Fluvanna Correctional Center 
for Women.

“We were in trial for a week and that was 
an invaluable experience,” Mitchell said.

—Eric Williamson

LAW 
SCHOOL 

LAUNCHES 
NEW 
CIVIL 

RIGHTS 
CLINIC
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N
ELSON CAMILO SÁNCHEZ LEÓN has joined 
the Law School as director of the International 
Human Rights Clinic.

Sánchez has worked as a consultant and legal 
expert on different human rights issues for academic, 
intergovernmental and nongovernmental organiza-
tions.

He was formerly a research coordinator of the 
Center for the Study of Law, Justice, and Society (De-
justicia) and associate professor at the Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia in Bogota. Prior to joining De-
justicia in 2008, he served as adviser to the Inter-Amer-
ican Commission on Human Rights, and as a re-
searcher at the Colombian Commission of Jurists.

Sánchez has also been a visiting and guest professor 
at universities worldwide, and has published eight 
books. Last year, he co-taught Comparative Constitu-
tional Design at the Law School with Professor Mila 
Versteeg.

He holds a Ph.D. and J.D. from Universidad Nacional 
de Colombia and an LL.M. from Harvard Law School.

Students in the yearlong clinic gain firsthand experi-
ence in human rights advocacy, working in partnership 
with nongovernmental organizations, human rights 
practitioners and law firms in the United States and 
abroad.

—Mike Fox

 T
HE INNOCENCE PROJECT celebrated 
victories during the fall for two clients 
convicted in separate robbery cases.

In May, the Virginia Court of Appeals 
officially cleared Gary L. Bush, who was 

wrongly convicted of two Virginia bank robber-
ies perpetrated in 2006.

Bush, 68, was already out of prison when he 
received the two writs of actual innocence. He 
was released on geriatric parole in 2016 after another man, Chris-
tian Amos, 63, confessed to the crimes earlier that year.

Bush had previously served 10 years of a 12-year sentence for the 
robberies in Petersburg and Prince George, Virginia.

The case was one of mistaken identity. Despite having an alibi 
for where he was during at least one of the robberies, four eyewit-
nesses—two from each of the banks—said Bush was the robber. Both 
men were white, about the same age and had gray hair. Forensic 
evidence could not confirm a match to Bush.

“This should serve as a warning to all of us about the dangers of 
relying on—especially exclusively relying on—eyewitness identifi-
cations,” said Jennifer Givens, the legal director of the Innocence 
Project. “Four people got it wrong.”

George Brandley ’14, an associate in the law firm Davis Polk’s 
litigation department and a former student in the for-credit In-
nocence Project Clinic, did the primary work on the case last year, 
working with the clinic during several months of pro bono service. 
C.J. Murphy ’18 assisted Brandley and was instrumental in draft-
ing the petition for writ of actual innocence. Students in the year-
long clinic investigate and litigate wrongful convictions of inmates 
throughout Virginia.

In April, the clinic’s directors were on hand for the release of 
another client, Messiah Johnson, from the Sussex II State Prison 
in Waverly, Virginia.

Johnson, who the clinic says was wrongly convicted of a 1998 
armed robbery of a Norfolk beauty salon, had been sentenced to 132 
years in prison, although he had an alibi for the night in question 
and has always denied any involvement in the crime.

His claim of innocence has since been bolstered by another man’s 
confession.

Kathryn (Clifford) Klorfein ’15, an associate at O’Melveny & Meyers, 
helped obtain the confession during her last year as a student, having 
started on the case in 2013. 

Klorfein and Director of Investigation Deirdre Enright drove 
down to visit the alternate suspect. 

“He wasn’t even aware that anyone had ever been convicted of 
the armed robbery of this beauty salon. Over the course of a few 
visits, he told us his story,” Klorfein said.

She is just one of the numerous clinic students from throughout 
the years who worked on the case.

Johnson completed a re-entry program prior to his release. He 
hopes to find work as a graphic designer, having trained and earned 
a certificate while behind bars.

The clinic will continue to pursue a full pardon on Johnson’s 
behalf, “and to litigate his wrongful conviction and his absolute in-
nocence in court,” Enright said. Brandley is serving as co-counsel 
on that case as well.

—Eric Williamson

T
HE U.S. SUPREME COURT will hear a Law School 
clinic case that could impact how attorneys’ 
fees are awarded and collected when clients with Social Se-
curity claims are represented before the agency.

The high court granted cert to Culbertson v. Berryhill in May. The 
Supreme Court Litigation Clinic filed on behalf of attorney Richard 
A. Culbertson, who represented clients before the Social Security 
Administration and in U.S. district court.

Federal law places a 25-percent cap on attorney fees related to rep-
resenting individuals claiming Social Security benefits. The question 
before the justices is whether the law applies only to fees for court repre-
sentation, as three federal appeals courts have held, or also fees for rep-
resentation before the agency, as three other appeals courts have held.

Culbertson argues that the court did not correctly calculate the 
fees he is entitled to under federal statutes. The case rose to the 
Supreme Court’s attention after the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Atlanta ruled against Culbertson last year.

“The case jumped out because there was a clear circuit split, the 
issue makes a real difference in helping people find attorneys willing 
to help them, and the 11th Circuit seemed wrong on the law,” said Pro-
fessor Dan Ortiz, the clinic’s director. “If we win, it will make it easier 
for Social Security claimants to find lawyers willing to help them.”

Ortiz will argue the case Nov. 7.
—Mike Fox

 CAMILO 
SÁNCHEZ 

JOINS 
FACULTY AS 

INTERNATIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

CLINIC 
DIRECTOR 

❱ Client GARY L. BUSH had an alibi for at least one of the 
robberies he was accused of, but eyewitness statements 
proved more persuasive in court.
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CLINIC BRINGS 
ATTORNEYS’ FEES CASE 

TO SUPREME COURT
 

❱ The 2017-18 SUPREME 
COURT LITIGATION CLINIC 
argued City of Hays v. Vogt 
in February.

CLINIC 
WINS 

VICTORIES FOR 
INNOCENT MEN 
CONVICTED OF 

ROBBERIES
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C
YNTHIA HOGAN ’84, APPLE INC.’S VICE PRESIDENT for public policy for the 
Americas, delivered the commencement address to the Class of 2018 on May 20.

Hogan didn’t mention the multinational consumer electronics company for 
which she works, however. In fact, she didn’t speak a word about commerce. But 
she did try to solicit her audience.

“While it may be somewhat unconventional to use a commencement address to make 
a sales pitch—here it is: Your country needs you. Your government needs you. We need 
lawyers in public service today more than ever,” Hogan said.

Before working in policy roles for Apple and, immediately prior, the NFL, Hogan was 
counsel to Vice President Joe Biden from 2009-13.

She said Biden taught her three main lessons in how to approach governing in a democ-
racy: Know your facts, look to build consensus and, despite philosophical disagreements, 
don’t question an opponent’s integrity.

“What these lessons taught me is that democracy requires its leaders and its citizens to 
broaden our gaze,” she said. “To recognize that what we have in common is so vastly more 
important than what separates us.”

—Eric Williamson
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CYNTHIA HOGAN ’84 
STRESSED THESE 

3 THINGS 
TO GRADUATES

GRADUATION 
AWARDS

❱ Commencement speaker CYNTHIA HOGAN ’84 is Apple’s 
vice president for public policy for the Americas.

❱ DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF welcomed 
graduation guests and announced 
student awards.

MARGARET G. 
HYDE AWARD 

To the graduate whose 
scholarship, character, 
personality, activities 
in the affairs of the 
school, and promise 
of efficiency have en-
titled him or her to 
special recognition. 
Jay Swanson

JAMES C. SLAUGHTER 
HONOR AWARD

To an outstanding 
member of the gradu-
ating class. 
Laura Allison Herzog

THOMAS 
MARSHALL 
MILLER PRIZE

To an outstanding and 
deserving member of 
the graduating class. 
Megan C. Keenan, Robert 
Michael Smith

Z SOCIETY 
SHANNON AWARD

To the graduate with 
the highest academic 
record after five se-
mesters. 
Daniel J. Richardson

LL.M. GRADUATION 
AWARD

Maria Cecilia Dieuzeide

ROBERT E. GOLDSTEN 
AWARD FOR 
DISTINCTION IN 
THE CLASSROOM

To the graduate who 
has contributed the 
most to classroom ed-
ucation by his or her 
outstanding recitation 
and discussion. 
Jeremy M. Bennie

ROGER AND 
MADELEINE 
TRAYNOR PRIZE

To two graduates 
who have produced 
outstanding written 
work. 
Daniel J. Richardson, 
James A. Tomberlin

HERBERT KRAMER/ 
HERBERT BANGEL
COMMUNITY
SERVICE AWARD

To the graduate who 
has contributed the 
most to the commu-
nity.
Margaret Maryanna Birke

MORTIMER 
CAPLIN PUBLIC 
SERVICE AWARD

To a graduate enter-
ing a career in the 
public service sector 
who demonstrates the 
qualities of leadership, 
integrity and service 
to others. 
Cory K. Sagduyu

EDWIN S. COHEN 
TAX PRIZE

To the graduate who 
has demonstrated su-
perior scholarship in 
the tax area. 
Brandon J. Dubov

EARLE K. SHAWE 
LABOR RELATIONS 
AWARD

To the graduate who 
shows the greatest 
promise in the field of 
labor relations. 
Deitra S. Jones

JOHN M. OLIN 
PRIZE IN LAW 
AND ECONOMICS

To a graduate or grad-
uates who have pro-
duced outstanding 
written work in the 
field of law and eco-
nomics. 
Mauricio Guim Alfago

EPPA HUNTON IV 
MEMORIAL 
BOOK AWARD

To a graduate who 
demonstrates unusual 
aptitude in courses 
in the field of litiga-
tion, and who shows 
a keen awareness and 
understanding of the 
lawyer’s ethical and 
professional respon-
sibility. 
Shanthi Rajagopalan

VIRGINIA TRIAL 
LAWYERS TRIAL 
ADVOCACY 
AWARD

To a graduate who 
shows particular 
promise in the field of 
trial advocacy. 
Shalin Nohria

VIRGINIA STATE 
BAR FAMILY LAW 
BOOK AWARD

To the graduate who 
has demonstrated the 
most promise and po-
tential for the practice 
of family law. 
Jennifer Y. Lee
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U.S. SUPREME COURT 
JUSTICE STEPHEN 
BREYER, who spoke to 

the Law School in March, was just one 
of the almost three dozen judges, many 
of them alumni, who spoke at and par-
ticipated in events at UVA Law during 
the 2017-18 academic year.

Judge FRANK EASTERBROOK of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sev-
enth Circuit gave a speech in asso-
ciation with receiving the Thomas 
Jefferson Foundation Medal in Law. 

Judge ROGER GREGORY of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit delivered the Ola B. Smith 
Lecture.

Retired Judge JOHN GLEESON ’80, 
a past Jefferson Foundation Medal 
recipient who served on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of 
New York, gave a lecture on sentenc-
ing reform. 

Judge AMUL THAPAR of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
gave a speech on judicial virtue.

Justice DARYL HECHT of the Iowa 
Supreme Court; retired Justice 
ROBERT EDMUNDS of the North 
Carolina Supreme Court; Judge JOHN 
TYSON of North Carolina Court of 
Appeals; and Judge ANNE BARNES 
of the Georgia Court of Appeals ap-
peared on a panel regarding judicial 
elections.

Judges JANICE ROGERS BROWN 
LL.M. ’04 of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit, CONNIE 
CALLAHAN of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit and JON 
BLUE of the Connecticut Superior 
Court appeared on a panel on judicial 
tenure.

Judge J. HARVIE WILLKINSON III ’72 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit discussed his book “All 
Falling Faiths.”

The Court of Appeals of Virginia 
held a session, presided over by Judg-
es RANDOLPH BEALES ’86, MARY 

MALVEAUX and WESLEY RUSSELL JR. 
The following judges presided over 

rounds of the Lile Moot Court com-
petition, either in the fall or the fall: 
PAMELA HARRIS of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit; 
CARLTON REEVES ’89 of the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi; PAMELA REEVES 
of the U.S. District Court of the East-
ern District of Tennessee; KEVIN 
NEWSOM of the Eleventh Circuit; 
THOMAS GRIFFITH ’85 of the D.C. 
Circuit; GREGG COSTA of the Fifth 
Circuit; PAUL NIEMEYER of the 
Fourth Circuit; CAROL BAGLEY 
AMON ’71, senior judge of the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of New York; MICHAEL URBANSKI ’81, 
chief judge of the U.S. District Court 
for the Western District of Virginia; 
and PAULA XINIS of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Maryland.

Judges who taught or co-taught 
classes at the Law School included 
AMUL THAPAR of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit; ED-
WARD HOGSHIRE ’70, former circuit 
judge for the city of Charlottesville; 
RICHARD “RICK” MOORE ’80, circuit 
judge for the city of Charlottesville; 
JUDITH JAGDMANN of the Virginia 
State Corporation Commission; 
JAMES SPENCER, former judge for 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Virginia; JOHN CHARLES 
THOMAS ’75, former Supreme Court 
of Virginia justice; STEFAN UNDER-
HILL of the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Connecticut; JOHN 
COOK ’82 of the 24th Circuit of Vir-
ginia; and B. WAUGH CRIGLER, a 
former magistrate for the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of Vir-
ginia.

Other judges participated in re-
union activities or attended events 
throughout the year.

—Eric Williamson

❱ Judge AMUL THAPAR of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, 
Judge FRANK H. EASTERBROOK of the Seventh Circuit and Judge 
J. HARVIE WILKINSON III ’72 of the Fourth Circuit visited the Law School in 2017-18. 
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ETHAN FOSTER ’17
VICTOR J. WOLSKI ’91 
U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims

MARILYN GUIRGUIS
Frederick P. Stamp Jr.
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
West Virginia

JUDE S. HALAWI ’16
Madeline H. Haikala
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Alabama

AISHA HALEY ’15
Alan D. Lourie 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit

JAMES F. HASSON
Edith H. Jones 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit

MONICA HAYMOND ’16
Adalberto Jordan 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit

ELIZABETH HEDGES
John K. Bush 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

LAUREN (ALLI) HERZOG
Julius N. Ricardson 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit

ERIC HINTZ ’17
Kent A. Jordan 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit

ALEXANDER HOFFARTH
Diane S. Sykes 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit

CASSANDRA (CASEY) 
JONAS ’17

Ketanji Brown Jackson
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia

DEITRA JONES
CARLTON W. REEVES ’89 
U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of 
Mississippi

MEGAN KEENAN
Ralph B. Guy Cole Jr.
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

CONNOR KELLEY
Eric L. Clay 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

JOHN KENDRICK ’16
Amul R. Thapar 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

HARRISON KILGORE ’17
TREVOR N. MCFADDEN ’06

U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia

JEREMIAH KIRSTEIN
Jaynee LaVecchia 
New Jersey Supreme 
Court

ALEX KRISCHIK ’15 
Morgan T. Zurn 
Delaware Court of 
Chancery

MEGAN LACY ’10
Brett Kavanaugh
Supreme Court of the 
United States

SARAH LEGAULT
JAMES O. BROWNING ’81 
U.S. District Court for the
 District of New Mexico

ANNE MARIE LORD
T.S. Ellis III 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia

JULIA MALONEY
Steven M. Wellner 
Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia

ANDREW MANNS ’17
William A. Fletcher 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit

HARRISON MARINO ’17
Karen LeCraft 

Henderson 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia 
Circuit

DAVID T. MARTIN ’15
M. Margaret McKeown
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit

DEVON MCCURDY ’17
Scott M. Matheson Jr.
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit

WILLIAM MCDAVID
Marc T. Treadwell 
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Georgia

JORDAN MILLER ’13
Carolyn B. McHugh 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit

KATRINA MOBERG ’15
Joel M. Flaum 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit

MARIA MONAGHAN ’17
Ed Carnes 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit

KATHERINE (KATIE) 
MONTOYA

Jerry E. Smith 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit

JACOB (JAKE) MOORE ’17
Albert G. Lauber 
U.S. Tax Court

CASSONDRA (CJ) 
MURPHY

Charles P. Kocoras 
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Illinois

JOSH MYERS
J. Michelle Childs 
U.S. District Court for 
the District of South 
Carolina

BRANDON NEWMAN
VIRGINIA EMERSON 

HOPKINS ’77 
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Alabama

ANDREW TYLER 
OGNIBENE

Kenneth V. Desmond Jr. 
Massachusetts Court of 
Appeals

DAVID ORTIZ
James C. Dever III 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
North Carolina

KEVIN PALMER ’17
Jay S. Bybee 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit

DASCHER PASCO
NORMAN K. MOON ’62 

LL.M. ’88 
U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Virginia

JACOB (TEX) PASLEY ’17
Pamela L. Reeves 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Tennessee

JENNIFER POPP
Carl E. Stewart 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit

SARAH RAFIE ’16
Kathryn H. Vratil 
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Kansas

DANIEL RICHARDSON
J. HARVIE WILKINSON III ’72 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit

WILLIAM (WILL) 
ROBERTSON

LOUISE W. FLANAGAN ’88 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
North Carolina

AUSTIN ROOP ’16
Cary Douglas Pugh 
U.S. Tax Court

DANIEL ROSE
RANDOLPH BEALES ’86 
Virginia Court of 
Appeals

FRANK ROSENBLATT ’06
Barbara J. Rothstein 
U.S. District Court for
 the District of Columbia

TANNER RUSSO
NORMAN K. MOON ’62 

LL.M. ’88 
U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Virginia

M. NICHOLAS 
RUTIGLIANO

Mark R. Hornak 
U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Pennsylvania

ETHAN SACHS
F. Dennis Saylor IV 
U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Massachusetts

ETHAN SCAPELLATI ’16
Frederick J. Kapala 
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Illinois

REBECCA SCIARRINO
John G. Koeltl 
U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of 
New York

TESS SEWELL
Gregory B. Wormuth
U.S. District Court for 
the District of New 
Mexico

MEGAN SHOELL
Jay S. Bybee 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit

LORRAINE SIMONIS
Lavenski R. Smith 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eighth Circuit

EDWARD SMITH
Stefan R. Underhill 
U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Connecticut

JOHN (JAY) SWANSON
J. HARVIE WILKINSON III ’72 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit

REEDY SWANSON ’16
David S. Tatel 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia 
Circuit

ANDREW TALBOT
T.S. Ellis III 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia

SCOTT TERRELL ’13
Dale S. Fischer 
U.S. District Court for 
the Central District of 
California

JAMES TOMBERLIN
Eric L. Clay 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

DIANA VALL-LLOBERA
M. Hannah Lauck 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia

JOSHUA WADE ’17
Jerome A. Holmes 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit

JAY WILLIAMSON
Scott W. Stucky 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Armed Forces

JILL WINTER
Harvey Bartle III 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania

JOHN WOOLARD ’17
Rhesa H. Barksdale 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit

NATALIE ABSHEZ
David T. Thuma 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the District of  
New Mexico

PIERCE BABIRAK 
ALICE M. BATCHELDER

LL.M ’88 

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

JOSEPH BARAKAT
Jerry E. Smith 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit

KATHRYN (KATIE) 
BARBER ’15

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
Supreme Court of the 
United States

JACQUELINE 
BECHARA ’16

KENNETH F. RIPPLE ’68

U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit

DANIEL BOGER ’17
David L. Bunning
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Kentucky

JONATHAN BORLE ’16
Thomas L. Parker 
U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Tennessee

KELSEY BRYAN ’15
Vanessa L. Bryant
U.S. District Court 
for the District of 
Connecticut

MADISON BUSH
Jill N. Parrish 
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Utah

CHRISTOPHER BYER 
Brian Whitney 
Colorado Second 
District

RYAN CAIRA ’17
John Kazen
U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District 
of Texas

MARC CAPUANO
Robert E. Payne 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Virginia

ANNA CASEY ’17
TREVOR N. MCFADDEN ’06 
U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia

ANGELIQUE A. 
CILIBERTI ’17

Charles R. Simpson III 
U.S. District Court for 
the Western District of 
Kentucky

KYLE COLE ’17
B. Lynn Winmill 
U.S. District Court for 
the District of Idaho

SPENCER COWAN ’17
JOHN B. NALBANDIAN ’94 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Sixth Circuit

JENNIFER DAVIDSON
Gregg J. Costa 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit

JAMES DENNISON
Albert Diaz 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit

DANIELLE 
DESAULNIERS ’17

THOMAS B. GRIFFITH ’85 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia 
Circuit

PATRICK DORSEY ’16
Paul L. Friedman 
U.S. District Court for the
 District of Columbia

JEREMIAH EGGER ’13
Elizabeth L. Branch 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eleventh Circuit

OLIVER (OLLIE) 
ENGEBRETSON ’17

Timothy J. Kelly 
U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia

CLERKSHIPS FOR THE 
2018 TERM

DOZENS OF JUDGES 
VISITED LAW SCHOOL 

IN LAST ACADEMIC YEAR
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2018 unless  
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“I 
WAS 

WORKING 
OVER THE 

SUMMER 
INTERNING AT 

MY MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS’ 
OFFICE, and we 

walked in one 
morning to start 

work and the office 
was abuzz, and it 
was because the 
Supreme Court 

was announcing a 
decision that day 

and the legislative 
aides told the 

interns to leave and 
to go to the front of 

the court.

We 
went to the front 
of the court, and it 
turned out that 
was the day that 
the Supreme 
Court announced 
DOMA and Prop 
8, and it was just 
this really 
incredible 
experience. We 
got to be there 
with hundreds of 
other people who 
were celebrating 
and cheering and 
dancing. I just 
remember calling 
my mom after and 
saying, ‘I’m 
definitely going to 
law school.’”

MORE: 

humansofuvalaw.

tumblr.com

S 
CHOLARS GATHERED in Charlottesville to 
explore the history of racism and how to combat 
it after the events of Aug. 11-12, 2017, during a 
Law School conference Sept. 27-28.

The event, “One Year After Charlottesville: 
Replacing the Resurgence of Racism With Reconcilia-
tion,” kicked off at The Paramount Theater with Yale law 
professor James Forman Jr., who lectured on “Claim-
ing Your Power: American Racism, the Alt-Right, and 
Radical Resistance.” Forman is the author of “Locking 
Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America,” 
which won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction.

He tallied a range of myths that whites deployed to 
defend slavery and its aftermath of segregation and 
racism, including the idea that black people are inher-
ently savage.

“These explanations, these rationalizations—those 

become the myths and the lies that a racist society depends 
on, and the myths don’t die easily,” he said. “The laws 
may change, but the lies linger in our consciousness, in 
our societal DNA, and in all of us—in people of all colors, 
orientations and political persuasions.”

Afterward, Forman sat for a Q&A with UVA Presi-
dent Jim Ryan ’92 and audience members.

Other conference events included panels on race and 
the body, policing communities, institutions’ ability to 
shape race and confront racism, and social mobility 
among communities of color. 

The event was co-sponsored by the Carter G. Woodson 
Institute, the Center for the Study of Race and Law, and 
the Virginia Law Review. Papers from the conference 
will be published in the Virginia Law Review in a sym-
posium issue.

—Mary Wood

REFLECTING ON RACE
LEADING SCHOLARS CONVENE IN 

CHARLOTTESVILLE TO EXAMINE RACISM
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“I JUST REMEMBER 
CALLING MY MOM 

AND SAYING, ‘I’M 
DEFINITELY GOING TO 

LAW SCHOOL” 

ABOVE LEFT:  
UVA Law professor 

DAYNA BOWEN 
MATTHEW ’87 helped 

organize the conference. 

ABOVE RIGHT:  
UVA President JIM 

RYAN ’92 led a Q&A at The 
Paramount Theater with 
keynote speaker JAMES 

FORMAN JR.

 

BELOW LEFT:  
University of North 

Carolina law professor  
THEODORE M. SHAW, 
former president of the 
NAACP Legal Defense 

and Educational Fund Inc., 
delivered the lunch keynote 

address. 

BELOW RIGHT:  
TAEKU LEE of the 

University of California, 
Berkeley; DARIA 

ROITHMAYR of the 
University of Southern 

California Gould School 
of Law; TOCCARA 

NELSON ’19; and  
Dean ANGELA  

ONWUACHI-WILLIG of 
Boston University School  

of Law participate in a 
panel on social mobility.
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❱ DEAN RISA GOLUBOFF spoke 
on how the forgotten history of 
racism led some to be shocked 
at the events of Aug. 11-12, 2017.

❱ JONATHAN KAHN of Mitchell Hamline School of Law, UVA Law student COURTNEY 
DAVIS ’20, KHIARA BRIDGES of Boston University School of Law, ANNETTE GORDON-
REED of Harvard, DAYNA BOWEN MATTHEW ’87 of UVA Law, and TERENCE KEEL of 
the University of California, Los Angeles participated in a panel on race and the body.

❱ JEFFREY FAGAN of Columbia University; JENNIFER 
CHACÓN of the University of California, Los Angeles 
School of Law; and UVA University Counsel TIMOTHY 
HEAPHY ’91 talk about policing communities.
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❱ A major 
operation 
begins on the 
USS Hancock, 
where JACK 
HANNON ’68 
served.   

Class of ’68 Members 
Revisit War’s Lasting Impact
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NOT LONG AFTER  
graduation, Pat Vaughan ’68 traded a sport coat 
for a flak jacket, a seat in the law school class-
room for one in the back of a Bell UH-1 “Huey” 
beating a path toward hostile fire.

Vaughan provided legal support to the U.S. 
Army’s 11th Armored Calvary Regiment from 
1969-70, trying special courts martial involv-
ing drug charges, insubordination and refusal 
to go to the field, as well as more routine legal 
matters, such as absence without leave. 

The duty required him to personally deliver 
paperwork—often divorces for soldiers who 
had received “Dear John” letters—directly to 
the fire bases. He had his own personal Huey, 
one that would shuttle him from his office to 
regimental command. 

“Going to Vietnam was not one of my life 
goals,” Vaughan said. “Surviving it became one.”

Vaughan joined 1968 classmates Weaver 
Gaines, Jack Hannon, Stuart Johnson, Ed Levin, 
Dave Scull, Bob Wright and Don Zachary, who 
shared their experiences for the May 12 panel 
discussion titled “The Lasting Impact of the 
Vietnam War.”   

Attended by dozens of classmates and their 
families, as well as some members of other 
reunion classes, the presentation was part of 
Alumni Weekend events. The panel helped 
mark 50 years since the Class of 1968’s gradu-
ation—the year graduate deferments ended 
and the Tet Offensive occurred.

The United States, allied with the Republic of 
South Vietnam and coalition of other countries, 
launched hundreds of attacks on the Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese armies during the three 
years leading up to 1968. In January, the enemy 
responded with it famous offensive, which 
resulted in the capture of Hue, the imperial 
capital of Vietnam, and enemy forces reach-
ing the grounds of the U.S. embassy in Saigon 
(though never taking the building itself ). 

That year saw some of the war’s bloodiest 
fighting, with 543 Americans dying in seven 
days in February, and the U.S. massacre of 
Vietnamese civilians at My Lai in March. The 
shocking developments were a turning point 
in American support for the war.

With the anniversary of Tet, and the ac-
claimed PBS docuseries “The Vietnam War” 
debuting not long before their reunion, the 
time seemed right to reflect.

❱ U.S. SOLDIERS STATIONED IN 
VIETNAM gather for some morale-
boosting from entertainers, including 
Hollywood legend Bob Hope.

GOOD 
NIGHT          

VIETN AM
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BY ERIC WILLIAMSON
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trash can and just stapled together his press releases. And that was 
the official history of the war.”

Zachary served as a commissioned officer in the Finance Corps 
at Fort Bliss, Texas. One of his duties was processing requests for 
conscientious objector status. 

He said even before the Pentagon Papers, which revealed the 
extent to which the U.S. government had misled the public about 
the war’s progress, he could see the effort wasn’t enough.

“Just watching the practical application of our strategy, it was 
failing, and it was doomed to failure,” Zachary said. 

He joined the Concerned Officers Movement, an antiwar organi-
zation of mostly junior officers who opposed the war.

OTHERS WITNESSED THE WAR playing out from 
Washington, D.C. 

Levin sweated out an ultimately successful deferment while 
clerking for Chief U.S. District Court Judge Walter E. Hoffman in 
the Eastern District of Virginia. Afterward, he joined a Washington, 
D.C., law firm. He lived about 100 feet from DuPont Circle—where 
the music of bongo drums mingled in the air with bursts of tear gas 
and smoke from the occasional burning building. 

“DuPont Circle was ground zero in the protest movement,” Levin 
said. “The Vietnam Embassy was just down the street.” 

He represented some of the protestors who were swept up in 
mass arrests.

Johnson, who began a criminal defense practice in D.C. in 1971, 
also went to work amid the chaos in the streets.

He volunteered to represent soldiers who were convicted of 
fragging—an attempt to wound or kill a superior—in annual reviews 
before a parole board. He believed racial tensions and overzealous 
officers were often factors in the crimes. (Johnson noted he was 
much more “liberal” back then than he is now.)

All of the panelists used the opportunity not only to share memo-
ries, but to try to put them into perspective.  

Gaines, who organized the panel, served in the Army as a rifle 
company commander in Berlin before being transferred to Long 
Binh, Vietnam, where he handled special courts martial as a non-

❱ JACK HANNON was attached 
to an air wing on an attack carrier 
when the war began to ramp up.
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❱ WEAVER GAINES served in Long Binh, 
Vietnam, where he handled special courts martial 
as a non-JAG lawyer for the Army.
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PANELISTS TOLD OF THEIR SERVICE (or success-
ful avoidance thereof ), spoke of disruptions in their lives due to the 
draft and lamented the war’s dismal outcomes. 

Hannon was a Navy air intelligence officer before law school. 
He was assigned to an air wing on the attack carrier USS Hancock 
when the war began to ramp up, in 1965. 

“We were on station 75 miles off of Da Nang in the northern 
part of South Vietnam when President [Lyndon] Johnson made 
his ill-fated decision that we were going all-in,” Hannon said. “And 
within the next 48 hours, we were getting targets assigned from 
much higher authority. We were briefing pilots and sending them 
off into harm’s way.”

Lacking modern-day precision-guided weapons, planes had to 
dive relatively close to their targets. 

“The North Vietnamese were ready for us,” he said of the numer-
ous U.S. casualties and damages.

Wright, who would go on to become president and CEO of NBC 
Broadcasting, and later vice-chairman of General Electric, was 
a 30-year-old married law student when he was drafted. He had 
passed the bar in New York and was assigned to a Civil Affairs unit 
outside of Albany.

His team was preparing to “go in and manage a town or small city 
that had been deemed safe enough to rehabilitate.” 

The problem? None ever was—so they never embarked on their 
mission.

Scull, upon receiving his law degree, served as an Army intelli-
gence officer in Europe, but was assigned to Vietnam near the end 
of the war. He reported to the U.S. headquarters in Saigon. His first 
job was to write an intelligence history of the conflict.

He understood how powerful the Tet Offensive was in swaying 

public perceptions about the determination and resourcefulness 
of the enemy.

“I read about [the war intelligence efforts], thought about things 
and wrote up a history with some creative ideas, including this 
observation about Tet,” Scull said. “So it went up about four or 
five levels in a huge chain of command at headquarters. [But] Col. 
Somebody decided that it didn’t look enough like his press releases 
he had been approving for the past five years, so he threw it in the 

“COL. SOMEBODY decided 
that it didn’t look enough 

like his press releases 
he had been approving 

for the past five years, 
so he threw it in the trash can 

and just stapled together 
his press releases. 

And that was the official history 
of the war.” –Dave Scull ’68

The DISC  
JOCKEY Who  
DIDN’ T  MISS  
 A     BEAT     BY PAT VAUGHAN ’68

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is a shortened version of a longer 
first-person account Vaughan read during the panel.

after my training period, I would take the [legal] paperwork 
up to the regimental commander up at the front. This happened 
on a weekly basis. I had my own personal Huey. 

Picture this: Cigar-chewing, shirtless door gunners with their 
flak jackets hanging askew. 

Most of the trips were routine. A few were harrowing. 
Our forward unit was located at Quan Loi, near the Parrot’s Beak, 

a point in Cambodia dipping into Vietnam. The Ho Chi Minh Trail 

and the Vietcong were just to our north. Our Quan Loi  
office was an old box truck. While at the front, I gener-
ally ate and slept with the enlisted men underground.

The officers’ mess was located in a French plan-
tation house. On the third floor there was a disc 
jockey— à la Adrian Cronauer [the inspiration for 
“Good Morning, Vietnam”]—playing to the troops 
in the field around the camp on WACR, Radio 
Blackhorse.

The Vietcong would triangulate on the radio 
signal, attempting to make effective strikes on the 
base. One night they were successful. And all of the 
troops in the field knew immediately when they 
heard over the radio, “Red alert! Red alert! And 
that’s no sh--, because a round just went through 
my No. 2 turntable!

“Next, I’ll play a little Santana, with ‘Evil Ways’…”
Fortunately for the DJ, the round had a delayed 

fuse and exploded right in the belly of the house. 
Also fortunately, the brass had eaten earlier that day.

❱ PAT VAUGHAN, second from left, 
stands in front of the legal office for 
the 11th Armored Calvary Regiment, 
along with other members of the 
legal team.
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JAG lawyer.  He left for the Infantry 
Officers Basic Course at Fort Benning 
in August of 1968, right after taking the 
New York Bar Exam.

He said the disrespectful manner in 
which Americans debated the war back 
then, as well as the disgraceful treatment 
of returning soldiers, had a lasting impact that can be felt to this day.

“As far as our country is concerned, it commenced the process 
of poisoning our ability to have discussions with each other about 
things we disagree about,” Gaines said. “Where it used to be you 
could just say, ‘Hey, look, I think you are wrong,’ it became the 
case during the Vietnam War that you said, ‘You’re wrong, and 
also you’re evil.”

Panelists, as well as some of the attendees, questioned aloud 
whether they contributed enough, either during the war or after, 
and asked themselves how much pride they should take in their 
service. Emotions ran high.

“I’ve always had a sense of guilt that I didn’t do more,” said 
Johnson, who served in Civil Affairs in the Army Reserves.

Gaines said he carries with him the memory of a pal who didn’t 
make it back.

“My best friend in high school died with the 101st Airborne in 
1968,” he said. “And from time to time ever since, I have wondered 
whether the fact that he died at the age of 22, and I’m now 74, [if I] 
have done enough with my life to sort of make it—not OK—but to 
live up to that loss that he had.”

He apologized for getting choked up.
“That’s OK,” a classmate assured.

WATCH THE FULL PANEL DISCUSSION: http://bit.ly/UVALawVietnam

To offset losses to the second-
year class, Turnbull selected a 
larger first-year class, by 50, for 
the fall. 

In addition to more seats, pro-
spective first-years also benefited 
from an early-offer trend nation-
ally, with an increasing competi-

tiveness among schools to lock 
down students able to commit.

For those who had been ad-
mitted and called up during or 
before their first year, however, 
readmission to the Law School 
was no guarantee.

“I hope we never have to turn 

one down,” Turnbull said of the 
veterans who would attempt to 
return.

Two years later, the Class of 
1970 graduated 170 students out 
of the 244 with which it began. 

In the fall of 1971, about 50 
veterans returned to be members 

of that year’s second- and third-
year classes. 

Among them was David 
Kuney ’73, who served with the 
U.S. Marine Corps and is today 
senior counsel at Whiteford, Tay-
lor & Preston in Washington, D.C.

“In a very real sense, the veter-
ans are a measure of the changes 
which have evolved at the Law 
School over the last three years,” 
Kuney wrote for the Law Weekly. 
“When they entered Virginia, it 
was still a conservative, medium 
sized and predominantly segre-
gated institution. There was very 
little student interest in ‘non-
traditional employers’ such as 
environmental groups and legal 
aid societies. Poverty law was a 
fashionable topic which dem-
onstrated that one’s heart was 
in the right place. The coat and 
the tie was uniformly followed 
and there wasn’t a sideburn in 
the class.”

The United States ended the 
draft in 1973.
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❱ WEAVER GAINES served in 
the Army in Long Binh, Vietnam, 
where he handled special courts 
martial as a non-JAG lawyer.
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❱ “MORATORIUM 
TO END THE 

WAR” activities 
in Clark Hall on 

Oct. 15, 1969. The 
event was part of a 
coordinated effort 

nationwide.

THE VIETNAM WAR AND THE DRAFT hit home for students 
at the Law School in February 1968 with the end of graduate 
school deferments.

Selective Service Director Gen. Louis B. Hershey communicated 
the revised policy to draft boards that only medical and dental 
students, and those who were able to complete two years of study 
by that June, could receive a delay in draft consideration. 

A Virginia Law Weekly editorial page piece on Feb. 22, 1968, 
described the mood at Clark Hall: “Shock, disbelief, anger, resigna-
tion—these were a few of the reactions displayed by law students 
and others over Friday’s announcement.”

For its April 25 issue, the newspaper polled students about their 
vulnerability to the draft and related topics. Of the 245 members 
of the first-year class, 164 responded to the newspaper’s poll, with 
58 students stating they believed they could be drafted.

“Please help,” one student urged. 
Law students weren’t the only ones concerned. Law school of-

ficials across the country, including at UVA Law, joined in rebuke 
of the sudden policy shift.

“The attitude of the Selective Service has caused increased un-
certainty on the part of law school administrators and applicants,” 
Assistant Dean Albert S. Turnbull told the Law Weekly. 

❱ CLASS OF 1968 MEMBERS Weaver Gaines, 
Jack Hannon, Stuart Johnson, Ed Levin, Dave 

Scull, Pat Vaughan, Bob Wright and Don 
Zachary participated in the panel.

                                  FEELING  
THE   DRAFT  at the   

     LAW  SCHOOL
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Making     Headlines 
As Virginia Law Weekly 
Turns 70, Alumni Recall 

Chronicling Life 
at UVA Law

LAUNCH 
AND 
EARLY 
YEARS
THE FIRST ISSUE of the Virginia Law 
Weekly was published May 27, 1948. The 
reported circulation of 4,700 included alumni 
and others in the legal profession, in addition 
to members of the Law School community 
and local readers.

A front-page article headlined “Birthday …” 
introduced the Law Weekly and stated its aim 
to be a forum for the community that would 
further the best interests of the Law School.

The founding issue also featured the first 
“DICTA” column on the front page, penned 
by Dean F.D.G. Ribble ’21. Editors described 
“DICTA” as “designed to fill an hitherto 
unfilled gap in the educational process of 
the law school.”

The four-page first edition—complete 
with ads for golf shoes, typewriters and 
tires—also presented an abridged history of 
the Law School’s founding as part of Thomas 
Jefferson’s University. In his honor, “a cut 
of Mr. Jefferson is used on the Law Weekly 
because he played the chief role in founding 
this school.” 

To this day, Jefferson’s portrait graces the 
front page.

The newspaper would commence regular 
weekly publication the following September. 

Starting that fall, in a tradition that would 
continue until the 1970s, Law Weekly staff 
held an annual banquet as a send-off for 
graduates. U.S. Supreme Court Justice Felix 

Frankfurter was the featured speaker and 
discussed challenges the justices faced, such 
as managing demanding workloads and 
tackling lawyers’ ill-prepared oral arguments. 

In 1956, the Law Weekly won its first 
American Bar Association newspaper of 
the year award.

“One outstanding feature is the ‘DICTA’ 
column,” the Law Weekly reported regard-
ing the win, “which has been emulated by 
other law school newspapers throughout 
the country.”

The Law Weekly’s prestige only grew. 
For example, all three candidates for the 
presidency in 1968 submitted pieces written 
exclusively for the Law Weekly asking for 
the student vote. Of Richard Nixon, Hubert 
Humphrey and George Wallace, Humphrey 
came out on top in a student preference poll.

IN 
THE 
NEWSROOM
BILL HACKWORTH ’73  served as editor-in-
chief for the 1972-73 academic year, which 
kicked off with the staff taking home a 16th 
consecutive ABA first-place award for student 
newspapers. At that time, reporters banged 
out articles on typewriters. Edited articles 
would have been hot-waxed to paste-up pages, 
each piece neatly hemmed in by border tape.

It was a transformative time. The Viet-
nam War was ending, and at the University, 
students were seeking social change. Hack-
worth took Evidence with Larry Gibson, 
the first black UVA Law professor. The Law 

❱ BRAD KUTROW ’86 
was the Virginia Law 

Weekly’s editor-in-chief 
in 1984-85. 

BY MIKE FOX

 ARTICLES in the Virginia Law 
Weekly offer readers the scoop on a 
microcosmic community: that of a 
law student. Accumulated over 70 
years, they create a powerful narrative 
of academic and social life. 

The hours required are “whatever it 
takes”—and in terms of career 
prospects, some might argue, better 
spent on an academic journal. The 
promise of a byline and the satisfac-
tion of a well-told story are often the 
only guarantees of reward.

And yet, “There had always been a 
journalist hiding inside of me,” said 
Virginia Dunmire ’79. “So, early in my 
first year, I wandered into the Law 
Weekly office.”

She is just one of countless student 
journos over the past seven decades 
who have heeded the call.

“Willing hands were always 
needed, so there was no formal 
acceptance to the staff,” said Dunmire, 
who served during the 1978-79 
academic year and was the weekly’s 
first female editor-in-chief. “I would 
spend many enjoyable hours there.”

The award-winning Law Weekly 
has captured some of the most 
important moments in the Law 
School’s history, debated the issues of 
the times and, occasionally, made 
news of its own. 

Always, it has done so with its own 
unique style and humor.
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❱ EDITORIAL STAFF FOR THE 2018-19 VIRGINIA LAW WEEKLY 
David Ranzini ’20, Jansen VanderMeulen ’19, Taylor Elicegui ’20, 

Alison Malkowski ’19, Katherine Mann ’19 and M. Eleanor Schmalzl ’20

VIRGINIA DUNMIRE ’79

MICHAEL KUN ’88

BILL HACKWORTH ’73

School was contemplating its move to North 
Grounds.

By that time, the Law Weekly was housed 
in a trailer adjacent to Clark Hall. It boasted 
a staff of 45 students, including business 
and advertising staff, and more than 2,500 
subscribers.

“I suspect that the mix of serious mate-
rial, such as the ‘DICTA’ column, along with 
informative articles about Law School orga-
nizations and activities, a good bit of humor, 
a clean layout and professional printing made 
the VLW stand out,” Hackworth said. He 
would go on to become a trial attorney for 
the U.S. Department of Justice and, later, 
city attorney for Roanoke, Virginia, before 
retiring in 2011.

The staff members were talented, but few 
had newspaper experience.

“We relied heavily on what those at Mr. 
Jefferson’s University so often do—tradi-
tion—and followed the same basic format 
devised over the previous 25 years,” he said.

Hackworth attributed some of the Law 
Weekly’s success to a rapport with the Stu-
dent Legal Forum, which during his years 
recruited notable speakers to lecture at the 
Law School, including Vice President Spiro 
Agnew, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy ’59, U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 
and former Chief Justice Earl Warren. 

“Our reporters were able to perform side-
by-side with the national media when they 
covered these speakers,” Hackworth said.

Both Hackworth and Dunmire said much 
of the appeal of working on the newspaper 
was camaraderie. Dunmire said the work 
environment felt like friends working to-
ward a common goal, although they rarely 
gathered as a group, since content trickled 
in throughout the week.

“I had a feeling of accomplishment—for 
myself and the staff—every Friday as the 
lobby was filled with students picking up and 
reading the Law Weekly,” she said.

Under her leadership, the weekly won ABA 
awards for reporting and design.

Also during Dunmire’s tenure, Michael 
Goodman ’80 won the ABA’s 1979 Award for 
Excellence in Cartooning, in a field of more 
than 60 entries (see p. 34). At the staff’s final 
gathering, Goodman presented Dunmire 
with a cartoon poking fun at her conserva-
tive editorial judgment.

“For example, I remember squashing a 
proposal to publish faculty salaries,” she said. 

“I cannot remember if we thought them too 
low or too high—I expect the latter.”

Dunmire retired in 2013 as deputy general 
counsel of Commerce Bancshares in Kansas 
City, Missouri. She had worked for two law 
firms in Kansas City before joining the bank’s 
corporate legal department in 1984.

“I was satisfied and proud to be elected 
editor-in-chief as a result of my hard work 
and dedication to the paper,” she said. “It 
did not even occur to me that I was the ‘first 
woman.’”

CITED 
BY 
THE 
SUPREME 
COURT
BEFORE THE INTERNET and today’s 
myriad sources of news and commentary, 
the Virginia Law Weekly offered a forum 
for scholarly discussion. Professors, though 
at times skewered by the newspapers’ com-
mentary, were eager to participate.

One DICTA column the Law Weekly pub-
lished became legal history when it caught 
the attention of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

“Constitutionalizing The Criminal Law?,” 
by professors John C. Jeffries Jr. ’73 and Peter 
W. Low ’63 was published March 25, 1977, and 
was cited in Patterson v. New York that June. 

The professors, who had clerked at the 
Supreme Court earlier in their careers, had 
turned to the Law Weekly for an immediate 
outlet to contribute to the legal conversation.

“We needed to get our views in the public 
domain quickly if they were ever going to 
come to the attention of the court while it 
mattered,” Low said, adding that the article 
was Jeffries’ idea, and “he bore the laboring 
oar in its execution.”

Patterson, written by Justice Byron White, 
upheld a New York statute that allowed 
murder to be reduced to manslaughter if 
the defendant proved by a preponderance 
of the evidence that the act was the result of 
“extreme emotional disturbance for which 
there was a reasonable explanation or excuse.” 

The New York law was a compromise, Low 
said. It significantly broadened the concept 

of provocation, which had traditionally 
reduced murder to manslaughter, in ex-
change for putting the burden of proof on the 
defendant. The question was whether such 
compromises conflicted with the obligation 
of the prosecutor to prove the elements of a 
criminal offense beyond a reasonable doubt.

In a footnote citing the DICTA column, 
the court recognized, as the column had 
argued, that New York’s law was part of a 
growing trend. “It was important to then-
current law reform efforts for the court to 
uphold the New York law,” Low said. He 
added that “Patterson settled the issue for 
criminal defenses and mitigations, although 
it resurfaced 23 years later in the context of 
factors related to sentencing.” 

Low retired in 2014 and is now profes-
sor emeritus. Jeffries in August became 
the University’s senior vice president for 
advancement.

CASE 
DISMISSED
IN ADDITION to its many successes, the 
Law Weekly faced challenges not unfamiliar 
to its professional counterparts.

A 1970 interview and commentary piece 
headlined “Racist Justice in Charlottesville” 
criticized the arrest of a black resident by 
Charlottesville police officers. One officer 
was described as “notorious in the black 
community for racism and brutality.”

In response, two officers filed a $200,000 
defamation suit against Virginia Weekly As-
sociates Inc. and 15 people, seeking $50,000 
in compensation and $150,000 in punitive 
damages. The defendants responded that 
one officer “has on several occasions made 
indiscriminate, unreasonable and unneces-
sary display of weapons in incidents involving 
black people.” 

Assistant Professor Gail Marshall ’68, 
who then taught contracts, torts and legal 
philosophy at the Law School, served as pro 
bono counsel for the Law Weekly in 1971 
and sought dismissal. After newspaper staff 
showed up for depositions and the plaintiffs 
did not, the case was dropped. 

“Back in the day, depositions were not 
automatic, so getting the court to order 
them was, in my view, what caused them 
to abandon the matter,” she said.

❱ A photo of 
professors 

Peter Low and 
John Jeffries 

from the 
DICTA column. 
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❱ Professor Gail S. 
Marshall ’68 after a 
court appearance as 
the defense attorney 
for the Virginia Law 
Weekly Associates 
and 15 people named 
in a defamation suit 
brought by members 
of the Charlottesville 
Police Department. 
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was invited up to do a reading. The publisher 
afterward offered him a generous contract, 
but Kun was given only a year to write the 
novel and 24 hours to accept the offer.

“I toyed with the idea of postponing my 
third year of law school so I could write the 
book, but ultimately decided that I would 
find a way to do both,” he said. “So I signed 
the contract and wrote my first novel during 
my third year, writing at night and between 
classes—and, admittedly, during classes if an 
idea struck me.”

“A Thousand Benjamins,” which has been 
described as “a wistful tale about two sad but 
funny people,” was completed by graduation 
and published in 1990. The Law Weekly’s 
headline announced on the front page in 
1987: “Kun writes serious novel.”

Since law school, Kun has filled his per-
sonal bibliography with books on sports 
and fiction, as well as co-creating the Wage 
& Hour Guide for Employers app. His 2005 
novel “You Poor Monster” was nominated 
for a Pulitzer Prize.

His novel “The Locklear Letters,” a farcical 
look at celebrity worship, will be made into 
a movie titled “Eat Wheaties,” starring Tony 
Hale, Danielle Brooks, Elisha Cuthbert and 
Sarah Chalke.

“The main character, Sid Straw, happened 
to write a humor column in college and sends 
some of his old columns to people,” he said, 
“and, for that, I used revised versions of some 
of my old VLW columns.”

As Kun’s column illustrated, though the 
paper started as a fairly formal institution—
“The VLW was always a high-class opera-
tion,” Hackworth said—it evolved to include 
more humor and irreverence over the years. 
The paper published an annual fall humor 
edition during his day. 

Members of the staff were also gleefully 
glib in their reporting of recreational sports, 
including “Mad Bowl” football. Law Weekly 
and Virginia Law Review staff faced off an-
nually at the Madison Bowl, a playing field 
across from the Fralin Art Museum. 

Faculty served as referees, including future 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
for a 38-0 Law Weekly triumph in 1970.

Neither team took the games seriously, 
Hackworth recalled, and coverage was con-
spicuously one-sided: “Law Weakly Machine 
Crushes Revue in Tie Game,” the paper 
reported in November 1972.

The humor would find its way to the new 

location, Dunmire recalled.
“The paper consistently referred to the 

rest of the University as the ‘South Grounds,’ 
in response to the annoying practice of 
referring to the area occupied by the Law 
School, Business School and [Judge Advocate 
General’s Legal Center and School] as the 
North Grounds,” she said. “We referred to 
the Law School as ‘No-Name Hall,’ until it 
was renamed ‘EDIFICE LEX’ by the winner 
of the Law Weekly’s first annual ‘Name That 
Building’ contest.”

TODAY’S 
EDITION
FOR CURRENT Editor-in-Chief Jansen 
VanderMeulen ’19, this year means showcas-
ing 70 years of history at the Law School. A 
historical editor has been finding articles of 
interest from the past to re-publish.

“For decades, the Law Weekly published 
scholarly columns from law faculty and 
scholars around the country—indeed, that 
was its central purpose,” VanderMeulen said. 
“As secondary journals arose and the desire 
to publish law review-like scholarship in a 
weekly periodical diminished, the paper 
shifted its tone and point of view to cover 
the week-to-week happenings at UVA Law.”

This doesn’t mean ignoring important 
legal news, VanderMeulen said, but instead 
giving more space to humorous features. For 
example, “Around North Grounds” lists edi-
tors’ musings, and the staff takes a Supreme 
Court-style stab at resolving Law School 
disputes with its “Court of Petty Appeals.”

“Members of the Law School community 
can go anywhere to get news on the latest 
law firm salary wars,” he said. “Only in the 
pages of the Law Weekly can they find news, 
commentary and satire specific to the UVA 
Law community.”

And just like old times, the Law Weekly 
is coming off yet another ABA law school 
newspaper of the year award, its second 
in a row and 28th overall in all categories 
and placings.

“As long as members of the Law School 
community keep picking up our papers, we’ll 
keep publishing them,” VanderMeulen said.

—Eric Williamson contributed to this report. 

Marshall recalled that, as she and news-
paper staff members drove away from the 
courthouse, one of the defendants remarked, 
“Something very important didn’t happen 
here today!”

Marshall left teaching and later became 
recognized for her pro bono efforts in the 
areas of fair housing, the environment and 
parolee rights. Today, she runs her own law 
office in Rapidan, Virginia.

Although the defamation suit may not 
have been frivolous on its face, “I think they 
truly thought they could silence this kind of 
criticism,” she said. 

The plaintiffs faced a high bar because 
as public officials, Marshall explained, the 
officers would have to prove the newspaper 
acted with reckless regard, whether the Law 
Weekly’s accusations were truthful or not.

HUMOR 
HAS A 
PLACE
MICHAEL KUN ’88 started writing for 
the student newspaper at Johns Hopkins 
University as an undergraduate and wrote 
a humor column, “Ham on Wry,” for most 
of his time there. 

“I had always enjoyed writing that humor 
column at Hopkins,” Kun said. “At UVA, 
I knew a few people who were working 
on VLW, and they asked me if I would be 
interested in writing a similar humor col-
umn, which I was glad to do. It was a nice 
distraction from studying.”

In addition to the column, he continued 
to write short stories during his first two 
years of law school.

“I would write them in long hand, often in 
the Law School lounge, head home to type 
them up, send them off to publications and 
await the inevitable rejection letters,” said 
Kun, who works at Epstein Becker & Green 
in Los Angeles. “I wish I’d kept those rejec-
tion letters. They were a good motivator.”

In his second year, however, he sold five 
or six short stories to different publications 
within the same month.

Then came his biggest break.
Ahead of his third year, an editor passed 

along one of Kun’s short stories to a colleague 
at a New York publishing house, and Kun 

 THE VIRGINIA LAW WEEKLY HAS COVERED FAMOUS FACES, STUDENT LIFE AND 
EVENTS AT THE LAW SCHOOL OVER THE YEARS—AND HAD FUN DOING IT. 

In 1973, the Student Legal Forum hosted Vice President Spiro Agnew, who resigned in 
disgrace later that year. 

Students protested and petitioned to change South Africa’s policy of apartheid in 1985. 

An annual Virginia Law Weekly-Virginia Law Review game often concluded with a self-
congratulatory article about the Weekly‘s win. 

The Law Weekly ran a series of photos that found professors’ names in unlikely places for 
an April Fools’ Day issue. The Hotel Alex Johnson is in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
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a mortgage. He felt he had to drop the strip.
“I gave up the wrong thing and practiced law,” he joked.
Today, he specializes in medical liability and risk management 

at the 30-lawyer firm he co-founded in 1998.
Goodman has drawn for a number of publications over the years. 

He contributed illustrations to a best-selling satirical take on the 
legal profession, “The Official Lawyer’s Handbook,” by Daniel R. 
White. He also cartooned for the Richmond Times-Dispatch Sunday 
business section for a stint, as well as Virginia Lawyers Weekly and 
Virginia Business Magazine. 

Before the Law Weekly, as an undergraduate he contributed to 
The Cavalier Daily. 

Goodman said he has been drawing for as long as he can remember.
“It’s pretty much all I ever really wanted to do was to be a cartoon-

ist,” he said. He now spends spare time painting and sculpting, and 
has passed his love of art on to his kids. Two of his three children 
are artists working in New York ad agencies. 

MICHAEL GOODMAN ’80 might say he “laws by day, draws 
by night.”

Before his cartoons with legal one-liners appeared in books and 
major newspapers, readers were exposed to his cheeky takes on 
conservative professors, clueless 1Ls and other aspects of law school 
life in the back pages of the Virginia Law Weekly.

One typical cartoon featured a student begging a professor, de-
picted reclining in a hammock, to grade his pre-Christmas exam 
before May.

“I remember getting handwritten notes from professors, usu-
ally tongue-in-cheek or kiddingly threatening me,” Goodman said.

Goodman still has those letters. He keeps them in a box dedicated 
to the memories. (Professor John Jeffries ’73 once wrote to him, 
“My suit has much thinner stripes.”)

After winning the 1978 ABA Law School Newspaper Award for 
best editorial cartooning, the Law Weekly quoted Goodman as 
asking, “But do you think this will help me get a job?”

Though he’s now a partner at the Richmond law firm Goodman 
Allen Donnelly, Goodman found that cartooning was a calling he 
could not ignore, even after embarking on a legal career.

While clerking for Judge James C. Turk of the U.S. District Court 
for the Western District of Virginia, Goodman moonlighted. He 
developed a daily comic strip called “Wingtips,” which followed 
the antics of a hapless judge—presumably bearing no resemblance 
whatsoever to Goodman’s new boss. 

Universal Creators Syndicate acquired “Wingtips” in the summer 
of 1981. The comic was distributed to newspapers across the country. 

That was about the same time Goodman got hired for his first law 
firm job. His goal was to eventually transition to cartooning full-time. 

“I’d go to work every day; I’d go really early, and I’d come home, 
work every night till 1 or 2 a.m. to get the strip done,” Goodman said. 
“It had to be done eight weeks in advance.”

After a year of this hectic schedule, Wingtips had only been picked 
up by 38 newspapers. Goodman had a wife, a child on the way and 

FINDING   
LAUGHTER  in the Law

MICHAEL GOODMAN ’80, 
FORMER CARTOONIST FOR VIRGINIA LAW WEEKLY, CONTINUES HIS CRAFT 

BY ALEC SIEBER
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“So now, I learn from them,” he said. 
As an adjunct professor at the University of Richmond School of 

Law, Goodman urges students to hold on to their interests outside 
of the law.

“I encourage everybody to not be a one-trick pony,” he said. “If 
you have a law firm, like I do, I can understand why you want to hire 
associates who are dedicated to the practice. But at the same time, it 
makes for a better-rounded person if they’ve got those hobbies and 
an opportunity to pursue them.”

Goodman admits that he has even doodled while witnesses have 
provided sworn testimony.

“I drew my way through depositions very often,” he said. 
Although his output has recently been limited to the firm’s holiday 

cards, Goodman anticipates that his passion for cartooning will one 
day gain the upper hand again.

“When I retire from law,” he said, “I’m not going to retire from 
anything else.” 
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 M
EMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2021 WERE WELCOMED 
to the start of their legal academic training 
on Aug. 20 by Netflix General Counsel David 
Hyman ’93.

“In preparing for this speech, I thought about 
what would be the most helpful thing for you to 
be successful here at Virginia,” Hyman said. “So 

then I thought, OK, I’ll spend the next 20 minutes giving you spoil-
ers on the new Netflix originals that are coming out—and that way 
you won’t spend your time binge-watching your way through class.”

In more serious comments, he encouraged students to value 
diversity. He said the school’s emphasis on collegiality, in particular 
the ability to work with those who are culturally or philosophically 
different, along with his own ability to adapt, served him well as he 
navigated changes in his career.

He added that it’s OK not to know what the next step might be.
“Don’t be concerned if you haven’t a clue as to what type of law 

you want to practice or if you want to practice law at all. I didn’t,” 
he said. “And also, it’s OK if you really know what you want to be 
focused on, but just be prepared for change.”

Hyman joined the Los Gatos, California-based Netflix in 2002, 
after his previous employer, online grocer Webvan, shuttered.

He went on to help build a Fortune 500 company largely from the 
ground up. In the past decade, the now ubiquitous video service has 
jumped from a by-mail rental company to the 130-million-subscriber 
streaming platform and content production studio that it is today.

“Wow, it’s very different from when I started,” Hyman said in a 
Q&A posted to the Law School website prior to his talk. “I was the 
only lawyer in 2002. Now we’re over 300 and growing. The work 

has changed in innumerable 
ways. When I started we 
were a domestic-only dis-
tributor of physical DVDs; 
now we’re a global media 
company, producing content 
across all verticals of TV 
and film. It is this original 
production of content that 
is our biggest driver of legal 
growth. It takes a lot of legal 
folks to create content.”

He said that the content 
boom has made for a fast 
ride.

“I liken our move into 
original content as going 
from selling cars to man-
ufacturing cars—dealing 
with suppliers, production, 
unions, etc.,” he said. “And 
on top of that, given our 
pace of growth, it’s a bit 
like building the car while 
you’re racing down the road.

—Eric Williamson

WATCH HYMAN’S TALK: 

law.virginia.edu/orientation2021
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“It is this 
original 
production   
of content that  
is our biggest 
driver of  
legal growth. 

It takes  
a lot of 

legal folks 
to create 
content.”
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  “I’M NEVER GOING TO PREDICT OIL PRICES,” SAID 
TIM GOODELL ’84 WITH A LAUGH. He’s senior vice president and 
general counsel of Hess, a Fortune 100 corporation headquartered in New York. 

Price fluctuations are just one of the many uncertainties Goodell deals with as a leader in 
the often high-risk, high-reward petroleum industry.

When he joined the company from White & Case in 2009, demand for oil was high. A standard 
barrel fetched around $130, and many analysts forecast the price would rise to $200. By late 
2014, however, the market was oversaturated. With OPEC flooding the market to challenge the 
United States’ robust production, the cost of a barrel plummeted by 40 percent from June to 
December of that year—$115 to $70. By the start of 2016, the price hit a 13-year low of $28 a barrel. 

The downturn, although good news for consumers, 
was catastrophic for Goodell’s sector.

“We’ve just come off the worst three years in the 
oil industry,” Goodell said. “Every company has been 
essentially in the red. Probably over 100 companies in the 
oil and gas sector went bankrupt in the United States alone.”

OPEC relented from its aggressive tactics before the 
end of 2016, according to industry reports. Prices are 
now back in the $70-80 range—at least as of the end of 
summer—and appear on the rise. Companies have new, 
more optimistic outlooks.

Some belt-tightening helped Hess shore up its bottom 
line as it weathered the storm. 

In corporate restructuring planned years before the 
downturn, the company divested itself of its refinery 
operations and retail stores (now Speedway gas stations). 
Hess had 14,775 employees in 2012. With its revised focus 
on exploration and production exclusively, it now has 
about 2,075.

“Even though we’re a big company, we’re pretty small 
compared to the majors,” said Goodell, who leads a staff 
of about 40 lawyers.

Last year, Goodell oversaw asset liquidations that 

helped the company continue to maintain strategic focus 
on in its two most important long-term plays: the Bakken 
shale formation in North Dakota, and exploration and 
development in the deep water off of Guyana, a country 
on South America’s North Atlantic coast. 

Hess is partnered with Exxon Mobil and Nexen, to 
share the risks and rewards. 

“In 2017, we sold assets in Norway, Equatorial Guinea 
and the Permian, as well as had a successful IPO of our 
midstream [oil and gas transport] business, which in total 
generated proceeds of $3.4 billion,” he said. 

The reinvestment is already paying off in Guyana—the 
joint venture yielded its eighth find in June—and Hess 
will add two new rigs to its existing four in the Bakken. 
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RE-ENERGIZED: TIM GOODELL ’84 

The company will also buy back $1.5 billion in stock and reduce 
debt by $500 million. 

In addition to supervising the sale and movement of assets, as 
general counsel Goodell has to stay on top of safety, compliance, and 
environmental and human rights issues, both in the U.S. and abroad.

Regardless of where the company drills, “the amount of regulation 
you have to deal with is phenomenal,” he said.

He is also the corporate secretary, a member of the executive 
committee, and handles external affairs and government relations, 
among other responsibilities.

When he was hired, “They weren’t looking necessarily for a 
general counsel with energy expertise; they were looking for one 
with broad-based corporate governance experience,” he said. “We 
have a staff of lawyers who are much better than I am in terms of 
expertise in energy. I’ve learned a lot in the 10 years I’ve been here, 
but I still wouldn’t call myself a top energy lawyer.” 

Goodell began his legal career in 1984 with White & Case, the 
international law firm based in New York. He made partner in 1992 
and was co-head of the mergers and acquisitions group. It was in that 
capacity that he got to know the Hess family. The firm represented 
the estate of late Hess founder Leon Hess, whose ownership of the 
New York Jets was being sold.

Leon Hess’ son, current CEO John Hess, asked Goodell to come 
on board. (The family currently owns about 12 percent of the public 
company’s stock.) 

Goodell also belongs to a famous family. His father was Charles 
Goodell, the U.S. senator and representative from New York. His 
brother Roger Goodell is the commissioner of the National Football 
League. His brother William Goodell is a successful hedge fund 
executive.

For Tim Goodell, there were risks and adjustments involved in 
joining a new industry from his law firm of 24 years, but relocation 
wasn’t one, he said. 

His office simply moved two blocks north on the Avenue of the 
Americas in Manhattan.

 —Eric Williamson

 HELPS HESS NAVIGATE PAST DOWNTURN
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Not only 
are alumni 
spread 
across the 
industry, 
the 
network of 
graduates 
is strong 
within 
companies 
like 
Chevron, 
Longroad 
and 
Dominion.

John Ale ’79
Houston
❱❱ Senior Vice President, 
General Counsel and 
Secretary, Southwestern 
Energy Co. 
❱ Chief legal and 
compliance officer 
of fourth-largest 
producer of natural gas 
in Lower 48 states. 
❱ Served as vice 
president and general 
counsel of Occidental 
Petroleum Corp.
❱ Former partner 
and head of Houston 
office for Skadden.
❱ Former partner and 
head of London office, 
Vinson & Elkins.
❱ Clerked for U.S. 

Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Warren E. Burger 
and Judge Edward Allen 
Tamm, U.S. Court of 
Appeals for D.C. Circuit. 

Michael Alvarez ’80
San Francisco
❱❱ Co-Founder and 
Chief Operating Officer, 
Longroad Energy
❱ Responsible for man-
aging operations, asset 
management, construc-
tion, human resources, 
IT and facilities ac-
tivities for a renew-
able energy developer.  
❱ Former president and 
chief financial officer 
of First Wind, an inde-
pendent North Amer-

ican wind energy 
company focused 
on utility-scale wind 
energy projects, sold to 
SunEdison in 2015.
❱ Project director for 
development of $2.3 
billion, 1,700-kilometer 
TransCaspian natural 
gas pipeline for PSG In-
ternational in London.
❱ Partner with San 
Francisco law firm 
Thelen, Marrin, 
Johnson & Bridges.

 

Carlos M. Brown ’99
Richmond, Va.
❱❱ Vice President and 
General Counsel, 
Dominion Energy Inc.
❱ Leads law department 

at country’s fourth-larg-
est (by market cap) com-
bined electric and gas 
energy company with 
more than 50 lawyers re-
sponsible for all state and 
federal regulatory rep-
resentation, litigation, 
commercial transactions, 
and merger and acqui-
sition representation.
❱ Closed more than 
$20 billion in securi-
ties capital market and 
mergers and acquisi-
tions transactions. 
❱ Served as Domin-
ion’s director of alter-
native energy busi-
ness development and 
as director of fleet of 
seven power plants.
❱ By age of 30, co-
founded Virginia’s sec-
ond-largest minority-
owned transactional law 
firm, Brown Martin 
❱ Appointed by Virginia 
governors to the Com-
monwealth Transporta-

tion Board, the Board of 
Visitors of Christopher 
Newport University and 
the Virginia Small Busi-
ness Advisory Board, 
and to transition teams.

 

Robert Burke ’87
Franklin, Tenn.
❱❱ Executive Vice 
President and 
General Counsel, 
Aries Clean Energy
❱❱ General counsel 
for energy companies 
focused on thermal and 
renewable electric gen-
eration and energy distri-
bution within U.S., Latin 
America and Europe.  
❱ Served in leadership 
positions in a broad 

 

Chris Hayes ’06
Bangkok 
❱❱ Senior Counsel, 
Chevron Asia South Ltd.
❱ Provides legal advice 
related to Chevron assets 
in Myanmar, China, 
Bangladesh, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Thailand.
❱ Served four years 
as lead counsel 
for Chevron’s 
global drilling and 
completions function.
❱ Chairman of the 
Chevron Law Function 
Diversity Council 
for four years.

 

Euclid Irving ’76
New York 
❱❱ Managing Principal, 
Blue Energy Alliance
❱ Developer of integrated 
solar cell and energy 
storage power projects 
for commercial and 
industrial customers.
❱ Focused on a variety 
of projects in U.S. and 
abroad, and in oversight 
of power supply, risk, 
financing and other 
issues facing electric 
utility industry.
❱ Served as a partner 
with Paul Hastings’ 
financial services 
practice group, and as a 
partner at Mudge Rose.
❱ Formerly of counsel 
with Jones Day’s 
energy group.
❱ Serves on board 
of Green Mountain 

Power Corp., an electric 
utility and subsidiary 
of GazMetro.

 

Vanessa Kwong ’06
San Francisco
❱❱ Counsel, 
Longroad Energy
❱ Responsible for all 
aspects of project 
development, finance, 
mergers and acquisitions, 
asset management, 
and operations and 
maintenance for 
renewable projects 
at Longroad under 
Michael Alvarez ’80.
❱ Began career at Morgan, 
Lewis & Bockius, 
focusing on project 
finance and development.
❱ Recently closed sale, 
financing and start of 
construction of largest 
solar project in Texas.

 

Amy Lincoln ’02
San Ramon, Calif.
❱❱ Supervising Counsel, 
Environmental & 
Safety Law Group, 
Chevron Corp.
❱ As the lead safety 
and environmental 
lawyer for Chevron’s 
Downstream, Chemicals 
and Midstream division, 
has responsibility for 
providing environmental 
and safety legal 
advice to company’s 
refining, petrochemical 
manufacturing, and fuels 
sales and marketing 
divisions worldwide.  
❱ Received Chairman’s 
Award, one of the 
company’s highest 
honors, in 2018 as 
part of the team that 
represented the company 
in the 2017 legislative 

renewal of California’s 
Greenhouse Gas Cap-
and-Trade Program.

 

Lars Norell ’98
New York
❱❱ Managing Partner, 
Altus Power Management
❱ Clean energy investor 
with a focus on building 
and growing ventures in 
the clean energy markets, 
primarily in solar power.
❱ Founder and president 
of Altus Power, an 
investment company that 
has grown to become one 
of the largest platforms 
in the U.S. for originating, 
funding and managing 
distributed generation 
solar energy assets.  
❱ Served as a partner at 
Cohen & Co., running 
the alternative asset and 
capital markets groups. 

❱ Ran a structured 
credit desk at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch 
after spending several 
years at Credit Suisse.  

 

R. Hewitt Pate ’87
San Ramon, Calif.
❱❱ Vice President and 
General Counsel, 
Chevron Corp.
❱ As Chevron’s chief 
legal officer since 2009, 
directs worldwide legal 
affairs and serves on 
Executive Committee.
❱ Long-time partner 
at Hunton & Williams 
in Washington, D.C., 
where he headed 
the firm’s global 
competition practice.
❱ Served as assistant 
attorney general for the 
Antitrust Division, U.S. 
Department of Justice, 

spectrum of energy com-
panies, including Edison 
Mission Energy, PPL 
Global, Competitive 
Power Ventures and Vogt 
Power International.
❱ Practice has encom-
passed mergers and 
acquisitions, power 
and infrastructure 
developments, and 
project financings. 
❱ Managed corporate 
governance, govern-
ment affairs, and com-
pliance on behalf of 
multinational compa-
nies, and has served on 
boards of private and 
publicly traded com-
panies headquartered 
in U.S. and abroad. 

 

Christine “Chris” 
Levering Cavallo ’95
San Ramon, Calif.
❱❱ Assistant Secretary 
and Managing Counsel, 
Chevron Corp.
❱ As a member of Chev-
ron’s Corporate Gover-
nance department, has 
responsibility for sup-
porting corporate sec-
retary and chief gover-
nance officer in providing 
legal advice to the boards, 
board committees, ex-
ecutive leadership, and 
business units in areas 
of corporate and se-
curities law and cor-
porate governance.
❱ Served in multiple 
legal positions, includ-

ing as group vice presi-
dent, associate general 
counsel and assistant sec-
retary for Polycom Inc. 
for more than 11 years.

 

Patrick Conlon ’83
Houston
❱❱ Executive Counsel 
- Corporate Litigation 
and Investigations, 
Exxon Mobil Corp.
❱ Responsible for a 
varied docket of liti-
gation matters for 
Exxon Mobil, including 
climate change litiga-
tion, Alien Tort Statute 
and Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act matters.
❱ After graduation, served 
in Manhattan District 

Attorney’s Office. Later 
became deputy bureau 
chief, supervising at-
torneys in Special In-
vestigations and serving 
as first chair in more than 
40 felony jury trials.

 

Tom Denison ’86
Laguna Beach, Calif.
❱❱ Managing Partner, 
RNS Capital Partners
❱ For the past 10 years, 
has served as manag-
ing partner of closely 
held private equity 
firm RNS Capital Part-
ners, investors in energy 
and technology com-
panies, and served as a 
board member or ex-
ecutive chairman on 

several private compa-
nies in clean tech and 
technology industry.
❱ Worked his way 
through college doing 
title work for Holland & 
Hart in oil and gas field.
❱ Partner with Gibson, 
Dunn & Crutcher, spe-
cializing in private equity 
and mergers and acqui-
sitions in energy field.
❱ Served as managing 
director and general 
counsel of First Reserve 
Corp., a private equity 
firm specializing in 
energy industry, par-
ticipating in deals from 
coal mining to hydro-
gen tank manufacturers.
❱ More than 10 years 
teaching short courses 
at the Law School. 

 

Thomas F. 
Farrell II ’79
Richmond, Va.
❱❱ Chairman, President 
and CEO, Dominion 
Energy Inc.
❱ Formerly executive 
vice president and 
chief operating officer 
of Dominion.
❱ Presiding director of 
Altria Group Inc. and 
a member of the board 
of AEGIS Security 
Insurance Co.
❱ Former member and 
rector of the University 
of Virginia Board of 
Visitors, and former 
chairman of Governor’s 
Commission on 
Higher Education. 

and deputy assistant 
attorney general. 
❱ Taught as Ewald 
Distinguished Professor 
of Law at the Law 
School in 1999. 
❱ Clerked for U.S. 
Supreme Court Justices 
Anthony M. Kennedy and 
Lewis F. Powell Jr., and 
for Fourth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals Judge J. 
Harvie Wilkinson III ’72.

 

Shannon O. 
Pierce ’01
Atlanta
❱❱ Vice President for 
Operations, Nicor Gas, 
the largest subsidiary 
of Southern Co. Gas
❱ Provides strategic 
leadership and direction 
for the company’s Illinois 
natural gas operations.
❱ Served as vice president 

of external affairs for 
the southern operations 
division, responsible 
for regulatory and 
governmental affairs 
for Atlanta Gas Light, 
Chattanooga Gas and 
Florida City Gas.

 

Kwame K. 
Satchell ’94
Houston
❱❱ Supervising Counsel, 
Organizational 
Capability, Chevron Corp.
❱ Oversees programming 
related to the 
development and training 
of legal professionals 
and leads the law 
function’s diversity 
and inclusion efforts. 
❱ Served as a 2013 
Leadership Council on 
Legal Diversity Fellow 
and former chair of 

Chevron’s Law Function 
Diversity Council.   
❱ Previously led 
Chevron’s Law Academy 
team and the Financial 
and Commercial Services 
Group in Houston, and 
led the San Joaquin 
Valley Business Unit legal 
team in Bakersfield, Calif.

 

Christopher Ray ’95 
Dallas
❱❱ Advisory Partner, 
NGP Energy Capital 
Management
❱ Has held various roles 
at NGP Energy Capital 
Management, which 
has a family of private 
equity investment 
funds with over $20 
billion of cumulative 
equity commitments 
organized to make 
direct investments in 

the energy sector.
❱ Joined NGP first as 
general counsel, then 
became a managing 
director, and later joined 
the firm’s Executive 
Committee. In those 
roles, provided legal 
counsel, investment 
opportunity evaluation, 
transaction structuring, 
negotiation and 
execution, portfolio 
management and 
investment monitoring, 
and firm management.

 

Carolyn Tillman ’84
Houston
❱❱ Managing Counsel, 
Occidental Oil 
and Gas Corp.
❱ Supports multiple 
aspects of both domestic 
and international oil 
and gas operations.

❱ Provides legal 
support for commercial 
transactions, intellectual 
property projects, 
regulatory matters, 
ethical business conduct 
compliance and 
antitrust compliance. 
❱ International practice 
includes short- and long-
term assignments in 
United Arab Emirates, 
Libya, Oman and Qatar.
❱ Experienced the “Arab 
Fall” firsthand while 
living and working in 
Libya when the civil 
war started in 2011.

 

Katherine Beury 
Valdelievre ’09
Charlottesville, Va.
❱❱ Real Estate Counsel, 
Apex Clean Energy
❱ Drafts and negotiates 
leases, easements, 

purchase agreements 
and deeds for developing 
commercial scale wind 
and solar energy projects 
in multiple states.
❱ Negotiates real estate 
provisions of purchase 
and sale agreements for 
sale of wind and solar 
energy projects, and 
crossing agreements 
with oil and gas 
companies and utilities in 
preparation for financing 
and sale of such projects.
❱ Acted as lead real estate 
counsel in construction 
financing, tax equity 
financing, and sale of 
a majority interest in a 
217-megawatt renewable 
energy portfolio 
consisting of two wind 
energy projects located 
in Floyd County, Texas, 
and a solar project 
located on U.S. Army 
Garrison Fort Hood.  

ALUMNI LEADING THE ENERGY    SECTOR 
—MARY WOOD
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DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: 
My work focuses primarily 
on white-collar criminal 
investigations. On a given 
day, my responsibilities 
include preparing presen-
tations to government 
authorities, conducting 
witness interviews, and 
working with clients and 
co-counsel to chart the 
course of investigations. 
It’s an exciting job that has 
taken me around the world 
and allowed me to work 
with wonderful, dedicated 
colleagues, from whom I 
have learned a great deal.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU 

ENJOY OUTSIDE OF WORK? 
Anything that allows me to 
be outside. In recent years, 
my wife, Victoria Morphy 
Gutwillig ’14, and I have 
gone on a number of ad-
ventures, including visiting 
national parks in the U.S. 
and hiking in South 
America and New Zealand. 
However, these days, our 
time outside work involves 
our newborn daughter, 
Eleanor, so we’ve happily 
traded Machu Picchu for 
walks in Central Park.

ARE YOU WHERE YOU 

EXPECTED TO BE AT THIS 

STAGE OF YOUR CAREER 

AND LIFE? Not at all! Ini-
tially I was set on a career 
in corporate law focused 
on mergers and acquisi-
tions. However, following a 
year at Sullivan & Crom-
well doing transactional 
work, a federal clerkship 
inspired me to change 
course and pursue litiga-
tion with the hope of be-
coming a prosecutor. Re-
cently, I accepted a 
position as an assistant U.S. 
attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, 
which I expect to begin in 
the coming months.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE 

ABOUT YOUR LIFE 5 

YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? UVA Law has 
given me so much:  a tre-
mendous education, a 
sense of professional 
purpose, wonderful friends 
and, of course, Victoria and 
Eleanor.
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JAKE GUTWILLIG ’13

ASSOCIATE
 SULLIVAN & CROMWELL

NEW YORK

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: As 
general counsel, every day pres-
ents a new challenge, which I find 
enjoyable. When we were publicly 
traded (until October 2017), I 
oversaw our SEC filings and com-
pliance matters. Now, as a private 
company, on any given day, I am 
negotiating joint venture agree-
ments, loan agreements, and/or 
purchase and sale agreements for 
the acquisition of new assets. I also 
oversee all internal legal matters, 
ranging from employee-related 
matters to establishing and imple-
menting internal policies and 
procedures. I particularly enjoy 
being part of the executive man-
agement team that decides the 
company’s current and future 
investment strategies.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY 

OUTSIDE OF WORK? I love to 
travel, and my husband and I 
visited our seventh continent, 
Antarctica, in December 2017. We 
are expecting our first child in 
October and are looking forward 
to bringing him along on our 
future travel adventures. When we 
are not traveling, we enjoy partak-
ing in Orlando’s burgeoning food 
scene and attending performances 
at the Dr. Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts and the Orlando 
Shakespeare Theater, where I was 
recently asked to serve on the 
board of directors. I am also a 
member of the Smithsonian’s 
Orlando Host Committee, which 
focuses on bringing some of the 
extensive offerings of the Smithso-
nian to Central Florida. 

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED 

TO BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR 

CAREER AND LIFE? Yes and no. I 
knew early in my career that I 
wanted to work in-house and 
eventually be general counsel of a 
public company, but I did not 
expect the right in-house position 
for me to be in Orlando, or to be 
named general counsel at age 33. I 
also did not expect that my 
company would go private a year 
after I assumed the general 
counsel role. My career path has 
had several unexpected twists, but 
I am thankful for the journey and 
where I am today. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR 

LIFE 10 YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? I love that I enjoy my job 
and the people with whom I work. 
I also love that I have a supportive 
husband, loving parents, wonder-
ful friends and the cutest dog in 
the world, Minnie.
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10
ASHAKI NONI HOLMES-KIDD ’08

GENERAL COUNSEL 
PARKWAY PROPERTY INVESTMENTS

ORLANDO, FLORIDA
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❱ THE UVA MOCK TRIAL TEAM stands with their coaches 
after a victorious win in Los Angeles.

INSIDER

15

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: After 
my time at UVA, I got an LL.M. 
in taxation from New York Uni-
versity. Since graduating from 
NYU, I have been with the IRS 
Office of Chief Counsel. I 
worked in one of the civil divi-
sions for many years, advising 
audit teams on legal questions 
and litigating in U.S. Tax Court. 
Despite being the hardest class 
in the LL.M. program, partner-
ship tax was my favorite work. 
Starting this year, I transferred 
to the criminal division. Now I 
am working on issues that I 
have not thought about since 
law school, like probable cause. 
I even dug out my notes from 
Professor [Anne] Coughlin’s 
Criminal Investigation class 
and remembered her discuss-
ing whether a man could fit in a 
washing machine.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU 

ENJOY OUTSIDE OF WORK?  
My husband and I have a 
6-year-old son and a large 
German shepherd. They are 
both a handful—lots of activi-
ties and mischievous deeds to 
keep us occupied. I also teach 
Zumba classes a few evenings 
during the week. Being a fitness 
instructor is a fun creative 
outlet for me. I am thinking of 
starting a legal FAQ blog for 
fitness instructors, to combine 
my legal knowledge with my 
hobby.

ARE YOU WHERE YOU 

EXPECTED TO BE AT THIS 

STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND 

LIFE? The only thing that I was 
certain about at graduation is 
my dislike of litigation, and 
after 15 years, I am still right on 
that one. When I left UVA, I 
wanted to do estate planning. I 
definitely did not think that I 
would be with the government 
this long. But I have enjoyed 
working in an environment 
where reaching the right result 
is more important than 
winning the case. The 
flexibility of the government 
job also made life a little easier 
as a working mom.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT 

YOUR LIFE 15 YEARS AFTER 

LAW SCHOOL? I like that my 
life is very balanced. My work 
is challenging and interesting, 
but I leave the office at a rea-
sonable hour. And my evenings 
and weekends are mine to 
spend with my family and 
teach fitness classes.

TANYA S. WANG ’03
SENIOR ATTORNEY 

IRS OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL, CRIMINAL TAX
DALLAS-FORT WORTH

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I am a 
partner in an ENR [Engineering 
News-Record] top-100 contractor 
based in Birmingham, with offices 
in Houston, Austin, Nashville, 
Orlando and Washington, D.C. My 
work has gravitated from pure 
legal counsel to responsibility for 
shared services—legal, human 
resources, risk management and 
sales/marketing. Day to day, I 
supervise professionals in each of 
these areas who lead the compa-
ny’s efforts. As general counsel, I 
deal with traditional corporate 
functions but, more frequently, 
am involved in contract negotia-
tions.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU 

ENJOY OUTSIDE OF WORK? I 
have always enjoyed sports, 
watching and playing. Unfortu-
nately, I blew out my knee just 
before law school and have spent 
the last 25 years having many 
knee surgeries, so my focus right 
now is golf. I also love to travel, 
whether it is for golf or sightsee-
ing, and our family has a tradition 
of extended vacations overseas 
during the summers.  

ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED 

TO BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR 

CAREER AND LIFE? I am thrilled 
to be where I am, but I can’t say I 
saw this path. I enjoyed the tradi-
tional practice of law at a great 
law firm in Birmingham, Bradley 
Arant, but also loved the manage-
ment side of the practice. I really 
loved acting as outside general 
counsel and helping clients solve 
business issues before they 
became litigation. That probably 
led me to private business.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT 

YOUR LIFE 25 YEARS AFTER LAW 

SCHOOL? My family. I have two 
daughters, one who just gradu-
ated from UVA and one who is 
still there. That has permitted me 
to reconnect to the school. I love 
our choice to move to Birming-
ham instead of a larger city, as it 
has been a wonderful place to 
raise a family and for my wife, 
Kathryn, and I to get deeply 
engaged in the local community. I 
am thrilled to be at the point in 
my career where I worry more 
about the development of those 
who work with me. One thing I 
do love about UVA Law School is 
how connected the alumni are—to 
this day, many in my Class of 1993 
are close friends, and I think UVA 
Law had a huge positive influence 
on each of us.
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DOUGLAS ECKERT ’93
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL 

HOAR CONSTRUCTION
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
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IT’S OFTEN 
SAID, 
“SUNLIGHT 
IS THE BEST 
DISINFECTANT.” So often, in fact, that 
we’ve taken it to be a truism.

The statement isn’t wrong, but it isn’t always right. 
Sometimes sunshine is the best disinfectant. Other 
times it causes the infection to spread.

In 2010, Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton 
called a lobbyist. She left a message stating that she 
was “handling the largest economic development 

project in the United States” and that the committee’s 
work is “in your sector.” Norton went on to say that the 
lobbyist had made contributions to other members of 
her committee, and she was “frankly surprised” that 
she had not received a contribution herself. Is that ex-
tortion? Maybe not, but it’s moving in that direction. 

How did Congresswoman Norton know that the lob-
byist had supported her colleagues but not her? She 
likely found out through disclosure records, which 
are required by law when donations are made to poli-
ticians. The purpose of those records—the main reason 
law mandates disclosure of this kind—is to deter cor-
ruption, of course, not to promote it.

Here’s another example from a different setting. In 
2016, fentanyl killed hundreds of drug users in Balti-
more. Some of those people consumed fentanyl ac-
cidentally—they thought they were consuming less-
harmful drugs. In response, the community introduced 
“Bad Batch Alert.” When overdoses spike in a particu-
lar neighborhood, people get a text message. The texts 
are supposed to discourage drug users from buying in 
that neighborhood. For some users the message prob-
ably works, but for others it has the opposite effect. For 
addicts seeking the strongest drugs, Bad Batch Alert 
tells them exactly where to look.

These examples reflect a broader theory of the re-
lationship between information and exchange. Think 
about markets for things like tractors, toothpaste and 
legal advice. They feature buyers and sellers. Nego-
tiation among those buyers and sellers gets easier as 

their information improves. They can find 
each other, they understand the product and 
its value, they know one another’s reputations, 
and so on. To generalize, information facili-
tates exchange. Now think about vote-buying, 
drug deals and prostitution. These crimes and 

many others involve 
exchange. Buyers and 
sellers in black markets 
need to bargain with 
each other just like 
buyers and sellers in 
legal markets. Infor-

mation makes things easier.  Transparency 
laws produce and disseminate information. 
That might help the public in some ways, but 
it also fuels black markets.

As law makes more information public, two 
things happen simultaneously. First, law en-
forcement gets better at monitoring and de-
tection, and that deters crime. Second, black 
markets operate more efficiently, and that 
promotes crime. The trick is to find the right 
balance. In some settings, maximum transpar-
ency might be best. In other settings, we might 
want something less. The best transparency 
laws depend on context. 

With due respect to Justice Louis Brandeis, 
the author of the famous quote about sunlight, 
we need to get past the bromide. More sunlight 
can make matters worse, not better.

PROFESSOR MICHAEL D. GILBERT, who teaches courses 

on election law, legislation, and law and economics, has 

authored a new paper, “Transparency and Corruption: 

A General Analysis,” which is forthcoming in the 

University of Chicago Legal Forum.

BY MICHAEL D. GILBERT 

THE DARKER SIDE OF SUNSHINE LAWS 

THE FUTURE 

of LAW



8 Glimpses 
Into the Future of Law

BY ERIC WILLIAMSON

1. 
DRIVERLESS 
CARS 

IN THE FUTURE, WHOM DO YOU SUE IF 
YOU’RE INJURED BY A DRIVERLESS CAR? 
HINT: IT MIGHT NOT BE HUMAN.

Professor Kenneth Abraham, one of the nation’s leading 
scholars and teachers in the fields of torts and insurance 
law, says plaintiffs in automated car accidents will sue the 
manufacturer in the years ahead. 

Abraham has co-authored a paper with Stanford University 
law professor Robert L. Rabin that suggests a new legal frame-
work for handling car accidents should no longer include the 
tort system or manufacturer liability for product defects.

“We think that once there is a critical mass of self-driving 
cars on the road, the manufacturer should automatically 
be liable for all injuries ‘arising out of’ the operation of the 
vehicle,” Abraham said.

The professors call their concept Manufacturer Enterprise 

Responsibility, or MER. 
Under their proposed regime, automakers would pay into 

a fund with strict responsibility to compensate victims of 
bodily injuries, resulting in greater efficiency in delivering 
claims than today’s system, they contend.

Driver error, in theory, will no longer be a significant fac-
tor in accidents as highly automated vehicles become more 
reliable—so blame-shifting should become less relevant. 

And according to rosier industry predic-
tions, driverless cars are forecast to reduce 
the accident rate by as much as 80 percent.

“So this liability would not be a major 
burden on manufacturers,” Abraham said. 
“And they could pass the cost of MER on to 
customers in the form of a slightly higher 
purchase price.” 

MER would include some exceptions to 
manufacturer responsibility, such as acts of 
terrorism. Futurists have loudly warned that vehicles gov-
erned by code and connected to the internet could be rife 
for hacking by terrorists.

KENNETH ABRAHAM is a 
David and Mary Harrison 

Distinguished Professor of Law.
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CHANGE IS THE ONLY CONSTANT, AND IT COMES AT US FAST  Developments in information, science 
and technology open new possibilities every day—and add new 

questions for the law to answer. 

The legal academy must be predictive to keep pace. UVA 
law faculty make it their business to identify the trends 
that will affect the law and our greater society, often 
many years into the future. 

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD? Prepare to be 
astonished—or at least better informed—as the faculty 
bring you their latest predictions.
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ASHLEY DEEKS is the E. 
James Kelly, Jr.—Class of 1965 

Research Professor of Law and 
a senior fellow with the Center 

for National Security Law.

2. 
WARFARE  
THE MILITARY WILL INCREASINGLY USE 

PREDICTIVE ALGORITHMS TO THWART ATTACKS. 
BUT CAN WE TRUST THIS AI?

Police departments and the courts already use machine learning 
tools to help them understand criminal activity and assess risk. The 
military will increasingly apply the same types of technology to help 
prevent devastating terrorist attacks and to fight its armed conflicts, 
according to Professor Ashley Deeks, an expert on national security 
law who previously served in the State Department’s Office of the 
Legal Adviser and at the U.S. embassy in Baghdad.

Deeks looks at the potential downstream effects of the technology 
in her new paper, “Predicting Enemies.”

Machine learning models can filter through a seemingly endless 
supply of information about individuals, collected from a wide range 
of sources, including the technologies we interact with daily, to help 
make assessments about future behavior. 

Who is communicating with whom? Where do they go and how 
often? Does the data indicate trends or unusual activity?  

A subset of this technology, known as “deep learn-
ing” artificial intelligence, can detect patterns in vast 
amounts of data and, based on those patterns, predict the 
likelihood that a certain event—such as a roadside bomb 
attack—will occur. 

Deeks said such technology could potentially result 
in assessments that are more sophisticated and accurate 
than a human analyst can perform.

But advanced AI might also lead the military to target or 
detain based on opaque reasoning that commanders may 
struggle to explain, she said. For the military, the obvious 
inclination would be to use the new tools under a veil of secrecy.

“Because military operations face fewer legal strictures and more 
limited oversight than criminal justice processes do, the military 
might expect—and hope—that its use of predictive algorithms will 
remain both unfettered and unseen,” she wrote.

Deeks said that would be a misguided policy.
The U.S. is said to have collectively detained at least 150,000 people 

in association with the Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts that followed 
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The widespread detention of combatants 
during those conflicts led to the disclosure of numerous international 
law violations. Public backlash followed. 

That kind of scandal could resurface, she said, if the military uses 
predictive algorithms to guide targeting or detention but remains 
secretive about the use.

But, she added, the quality of the data used to develop the algo-
rithms, transparency in how the computer models make decisions 
and sufficient oversight mechanisms would be among ways that 
the military could garner public trust in the technology as it’s being 
implemented and refined.
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3. 
THE STOCK
MARKET
 
CORPORATE SHARES COULD 

BECOME TRACEABLE (AGAIN). 
THAT MEANS AN ASSET COULD ALSO 
BECOME A LIABILITY.

Who owned your stock immediately before you? 
And before that? It might make sense to know—and 
for financial markets to track this history—for any 
number of reasons. 

That was the case in the early 1900s, before the 
volume of trading got too unwieldy.

Professor George Geis, an expert in business law 
and corporate finance, argues in a new paper that 
traceable shares could return through the use of 
blockchain, the technology that underlies bitcoin. 
The cryptocurrency’s digital ledger is publicly avail-
able, providing an unambiguous history of owner-
ship. The technology could be used to clear stock 
transactions in real time, transforming the current 

business model of clearance.
Such a change would lead to 

greater transparency and, perhaps, 
new legal responsibilities.

“I think the availability of trace-
able shares would allow us to begin 
to ask really interesting questions 
about the locus of corporate liabil-
ity,” Geis said.

Among them: Would it be “buyer 
beware,” or could previous share-

holders be sued for corporate misdeeds that arose 
during their ownership tenure?  

Geis said the technology could also simplify the 
process of determining certain shareholder rights—
including ones that don’t exist yet but could be added.  

“It’s not inconceivable that we would see frag-
mented trading markets for stock,” Geis said. “If I 
want to [be eligible to] exercise a certain legal claim 
and only a subset of shares are going to qualify for 
that claim, I may call my broker and say, ‘I want to 
buy shares of a firm, but only shares that allow me 
to sue them for this Section 11 violation.’ 

“I think we may see trading markets become 
bifurcated or trifurcated.”

Geis noted that some countries are already launch-
ing pilot programs in this area and that some compa-
nies are already issuing securities that are connected 
to a distributed ledger. 

GEORGE GEIS is the William 
S. Potter Professor of  Law and 
the Thomas F. Bergin Teaching 

Professor of Law.

4. 
TAX
EVASION
 
OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS WILL 

BECOME A THING OF THE PAST. 
BUT WILL TAX CHEATS FIND A NEW 
HAVEN?

It’s becoming harder to hide money from the IRS in 
overseas banks, according to Professor Ruth Mason, 
an international tax expert whose amicus briefs have 
helped persuade the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In the near future, it may be virtually impossible.
Following the most recent financial crisis, the 

United States passed a controversial piece of legisla-
tion known as FATCA: the Foreign Account Tax Com-
pliance Act. The 2010 law requires transparency by 
both foreign financial institutions and the U.S. citizens 
who collectively sock away billions in their vaults. 

They must disclose the client’s name, address, ac-
count number, balance and more. Failure to comply 
can result in severe penalties for banks and taxpayers.

“The principal criticisms have been that FATCA 
is not only unilateral, but also extraterritorial,” Ma-
son wrote in an article titled “Exporting FATCA,” 
co-authored with Joshua D. Blank in 
2014. “Critics contend that FATCA 
requires financial institutions in ju-
risdictions outside the United States 
to act like ‘U.S. Treasury watchdogs’ 
and that it ‘strong arms every finan-
cial institution in the world into doing 
the job of the IRS.’”

The aggressive tactic, while un-
popular, has worked. Blank and Mason predicted that 
criticism of FATCA from other countries would give 
way to emulation. In the years since the article, coop-
eration among countries through intergovernmental 
agreements has only grown, Mason said, and will 
continue.

“I think that my prediction with Josh Blank is basi-
cally coming true,” she said. “FATCA and similar 
transparency initiatives will lead to less tax evasion 
by individuals, though I temper that with all the ques-
tion marks around bitcoin.”

Bitcoin investors, she said, are becoming notorious 
for either not reporting, or underreporting, income. 

The extent to which the IRS steps up enforcement 
of bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies may be the 
factor that determines their future as a replacement 
tax dodge.

  RUTH MASON is the Class of 
1957 Research Professor of Law.
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5. 
FORENSICS  
QUESTIONABLE FORENSIC ASSUMPTIONS WILL CONTINUE TO BE EXPOSED. 

ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE MAY FILL THE VOID.

As director of investigation for the Innocence 
Project at UVA Law, Professor Deirdre Enright 
’92 reviews the latest scientific claims for and 
against the validity of methods of forensics 
used in prosecutions. 

DNA evidence is considered to be highly 
accurate when assessing guilt in a courtroom. 

So-called “junk 
science,” however, 
has led to the con-
victions of innocent 
people. Methods of 
hair, bite mark and 
fingerprint analysis 
are among the tech-
niques that have been 
called into question.

The latest scientif-
ic assumption set to 
topple is shaken baby syndrome, Enright said. 

For several decades, a community of medi-
cal experts has claimed that the presence of 
three symptoms in an infant—brain swelling, 
blood pooling in the two outermost meninges 
(layers that protect the brain) and bleeding 
behind the eyes—equate to iron-clad evidence 
of trauma. The injury 
would presumably 
come from a caregiver 
shaking or mishan-
dling the child.

In recent years, 
however, defense 
lawyers have utilized 
scientific knowledge 
to push back. 

“There are many 
conditions that cause 
the triad of symptoms,” Enright said. “You 
can have a cortical thrombose vein that is 
caused by dehydration and infection. Many 
doctors now would say you don’t get this from 
shaking.”

The Innocence Project recently represented 
a Northern Virginia woman who was con-
victed of shaking a baby at her home day care. 
She served prison time, despite no witnesses to 
the alleged abuse and no history of problems 

with her caregiving. 
The woman won’t be able to challenge her con-

viction, however. The courts declined to revisit 
the case, and she was deported despite a request 
for pardon.

As the legal system understands more about 
physical forensic science, and where it’s fallible, 

electronic evidence may take on 
increased salience, according to 
Enright and others on 
the UVA Law faculty. 

The devices that 
we use in our daily 
lives create virtual 
footprints. Metadata 
fills in the details.

“The question of 
when and whether 
the government can 

collect metadata on individuals is and 
will continue to be a pressing Fourth 
Amendment question,” said Professor 
Josh Bowers, an expert in criminal 
procedure.  

But can electronic forensics be mis-
interpreted or misapplied as well? 

Enright foresees the 
possibility.

“Only ‘experts’ 
can analyze the hard 
drive of a comput-
er and then testify 
about what is or isn’t 
on the hard drive, or 
when and how it got 
there,” Enright said. 
“Not many lawyers 
or judges share that 

expertise. We may be developing 
more junk science, and putting it in 
front of juries too soon.”

Regardless of the forensic technique, jurors may 
hold misconceptions that slow progress. A recent 
study by UVA Law professor Greg Mitchell and 
Duke Law professor Brandon Garrett found that 
jury-eligible adults still placed great weight on 
fingerprint evidence—even when compared to 
DNA evidence.

DEIRDRE ENRIGHT ’92
 is director of investigation for 

the Innocence Project Clinic 
and professor of law, 

general faculty.

JOSH BOWERS is
 professor of law.

GREG MITCHELL is the 
Joseph Weintraub–Bank 
of America Distinguished 

Professor of Law.

“ THE 
QUESTION 
of when and 
whether the 
government

can collect
metadata on 

individuals 
is and will 

continue to be 
a pressing

Fourth 
Amendment 

question.”
—PROFESSOR  

JOSH BOWERS

RISK 
ASSESSMENT: 
SHOULD 
THE 
ACCUSED 
BE FREE 
BEFORE TRIAL?  
WHEN A JUDGE CONSIDERS BAIL for an 
accused person, she is assessing risk. Courts are 
increasingly using new machine-
learning tools to help make 
decisions about pretrial release. 
But could the data contain biases 
against protected classes based 
on, say, ZIP code or other factors? 

Professor John Monahan, an 
expert in risk assessment, is cur-
rently directing The Pretrial 
Risk Management Project for 
the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation. The 
project fosters dialogue among 
behavioral scientists, human rights lawyers 
and statisticians fluent in machine learning 
about what the technology gets right, and 
where it can possibly go wrong.   
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6. 
DISPUTE
RESOLUTION  

SHOWING UP FOR COURT IS SO 2017. 
IT WILL BECOME HARDER TO FORM A CLASS; ARBITRATION WILL FLOURISH.

Americans have already grown used to online 
dispute resolution to handle disagreements be-
tween buyers and sellers. A similar process may 
be coming soon to the courthouse nearest you. 

Pilot ODR programs are currently being 
tested in county courts across the U.S. 

Professor Michael Livermore, who studies 
where new technology intersects with the law, 
said companies like Modria, an ODR company 
led by the team that pioneered the technology’s 
use for eBay, are leading the push to expand 
into small claims, landlord and tenant disagree-
ments, debt collection, civil contracts disputes 

and other matters.
Livermore believes these ef-

forts could be transformative.
“Instead of going into court to 

resolve a dispute between two 
neighbors over a fence, is there 
a way to move that online to re-
duce the burdens of the court 
system, give people resolutions 
faster and do it in a low-cost 
way?” he said. 

For larger matters affecting 
more plaintiffs, class actions 
have traditionally been the way 
to go. But forming a class in the 
future may be more of a chal-
lenge than in the past.

Increasingly, to do business 
of any kind, one must agree to 
arbitration in case of a dispute. 
That includes going to work. 

Earlier this year, the Law School’s Supreme 
Court Litigation Clinic lost Epic Systems Corp. 
v. Lewis in a 5-4 labor law decision. The court’s 
ruling effectively ended the right for employees 
to jointly pursue legal action (either through 
arbitration or the courts).

Employers, moving forward, may see little 
reason not to impose mandatory arbitration 
agreements. 

“With the loss of Epic, the court has pretty 

much exhausted the arguments for avoid-
ing arbitration,” said Professor Dan Ortiz, 
the clinic’s director. “I don’t see a lot more 
activity here—not because the court is not 
interested in the issue, but because there 
really isn’t much further it can go.”

Professor A. Benjamin Spencer, an expert 
in civil procedure, said the future of class 
actions of any kind hinges on the bar set by 
the federal courts, which have refined what 
qualifies in recent years. 

“We could see fewer class 
actions in federal court and 
more forced arbitration if the 
court continues to move to-
wards tightening class action 
standards and an ever-broad-
ening interpretation of the 
Federal Arbitration Act that 
validates mandatory arbitra-
tion clauses in more contexts,” 
Spencer said.

Professor Jason Johnston, 
whose expertise is in law and 
economics, sees the apparent 
trend of using arbitration to 
avoid class actions, and poten-
tially court, as a good thing. 

“At least when it comes to 
consumer class actions, my 
research dealing with several 
years of class actions filed in 
the Northern District of Illi-
nois shows that consumers get 
very little from the settlements 
of such class actions, and that 
such class actions have little deterrent ef-
fect.” 

He added, “The most important trend in 
civil litigation over the past 10 to 15 years is 
the rise of the self-represented litigant. For 
these people, arbitration—which is cheap, 
informal and quick—is often the only viable 
means of real recovery.”

7. 
HEALTH
CARE  

THE DOCTOR’S OFFICE MAY SOON BECOME THE LAWYER’S OFFICE, TOO. 
MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS ARE ON THE RISE.

Why does the United States have statistically worse 
medical outcomes than other nations in the industri-
alized world? Part of the answer, according to Pro-
fessor Dayna Bowen 
Matthew ’87, is that 
social conditions 
that impact health 
are not equal for 
everyone in the U.S. 

“Although the 
equal protection 
clause forbids dis-
crimination, state, 
local and federal 
governments regu-
larly erect legal 
barriers that im-
pede equal access 
to decent housing, 
employment, edu-
cation, health care, 
pollution-free neigh-
borhoods, access to 
justice and even 
food,” Matthew said. 
“These barriers dis-
proportionately pre-
vent disadvantaged 
communities from 
living healthy lives.”

Medical-legal 
partnerships are 
helping to change 
that. 

MLPs are co-
ordinated efforts 
between lawyers 
and the health care 
providers to enforce 
laws “that give everyone an equal opportunity to be 
healthy,” Matthew said. 

Often embedded on-site, the lawyers aid physi-
cians and their patients in legal matters that may 
influence the patients’ health—even more dramati-

cally than medicine, genetic history or the patient’s 
own behaviors, she said. These attorneys may be 
challenging landlords who provide substandard 

living conditions one day, working 
on environmental policy proposals 
the next.

In a report last year for the Brook-
ings Institute, where Matthew is a 
nonresident senior fellow, the health 
law expert explained 
that the partnerships 
save lives—and do so 
affordably.

“The model has 
demonstrated its po-
tential to improve vul-
nerable populations’ 
health, at a reasonable 
cost, by improving 
the social conditions 
in which they work, 
play and live, but 
MLPs can reach only 
a small fraction of the 
populations that most 
benefit from their ser-
vices, until they are sustainably fi-
nanced,” Matthew wrote.

As of 2017, medical-legal partner-
ships could be found in 155 hospitals, 
139 health centers and 34 health 
schools across the country. 

Matthew co-founded the Colora-
do Health Equity Project, a medical-
legal partnership incubator, in 2013. 
UVA has a medical-legal partnership 
as well.

With an aging population, and 
more awareness of how health dis-

parities affect the poor, women and people of color, 
is this, then, a model for future growth? 

Matthew said yes—but only if social awareness 
and social spending continue to rise to meet the 
challenge.

DAYNA BOWEN MATTHEW ’87 
is the William L. Matheson 

and Robert M. Morgenthau 
Distinguished Professor of 
Law, the F. Palmer Weber 

Research Professor of Civil 
Liberties and Human Rights, 

and Professor of Public Health 
Sciences. She is the author of 

“Just Medicine: A Cure for 
Racial Inequality in American 

Health Care.”

A. BENJAMIN SPENCER is 
the Justice Thurgood 

Marshall Distinguished 
Professor of Law.

JASON JOHNSTON is the 
Henry L. and Grace Doherty 

Charitable Foundation 
Professor of Law,

Armistead M. Dobie Professor 
of Law, and director of the 

John M. Olin Program in Law 
and Economics.

MICHAEL LIVERMORE 
is professor of law. 

DAN ORTIZ is the 
Michael J. and Jane R. 
Horvitz Distinguished 
Professor of Law.
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8. 
LAWYERING  
BIG DATA WILL TRANSFORM THE LEGAL FIELD. 
WILL LAWYERS GO FROM PLEADING CASES TO PLEADING FOR JOBS?

Attorneys and law professors alike already 
rely on advanced data sets to form conclu-
sions about information. Where will this lead?

Law firms of the future will more frequently 
review the text of past court decisions in an at-
tempt to predict or sway future ones, according 
to Professor Michael Livermore, who researches 
court decision-making. Algorithms can reveal, 

for example, preferred wording that might 
appeal to a judge. 

“The trick is big data. You have 
to have a lot of data,” Livermore 

said. “If you’re operating be-
fore a district court judge, 

you can potentially ac-
cess every document 

that judge has ever pro-
duced and published, and 

you can apply text analysis tools 
to those documents.”

Courtroom advantage aside, he said, 
saving money for clients will be the main 

driver of change—with formulaic, high-volume 
legal work leading the way. The discovery pro-
cess has already become highly automated.

“In large-scale litigation, it is not uncommon 
to have a mind-boggling number of documents 
to review,” Livermore said. “But whereas in the 
past an army of associates would be deployed 
for the task, new technologies can leverage the 
knowledge of a smaller number of lawyers who 
can essentially ‘train’ the machines to comb 
through the documents for them.” 

At the Law School, Livermore and Professor 
Mila Versteeg are among those on the cutting 
edge of big-data legal analysis. 

As a founder of empirical comparative consti-
tutional law, Versteeg sorts through the world’s 
constitutions in order to spot trends. By coding 
200 variables from the constitutions of 200 coun-
tries, she learned, for example, that fewer na-
tions have been following the U.S. constitutional 
model, long assumed to be widely influential. 

Versteeg won a 2017 Andrew Carnegie Fellow-
ship to further her work on the intersection be-

tween constitutional law and rights enforcement.
“I’m doing research on the decline of democra-

cies and whether constitutions can help,” Ver-
steeg said. “That’s a topic everyone is interested 
in. Using data to study constitutions gives us a 
much better understanding of when they work 
and when they fail. These are very important 
questions, and I think you can a see a trend in the 
academy of trying to take on these questions with 
data, although the practice is still relatively new.”

Despite technology, Versteeg or an assistant 
must still hand-code her data. Does a constitu-
tion include language that, say, refers to health 
care as a fundamental right? Code “1” for “yes” 
or “0” for “no.” 

For everyday practitioners and 
those who don’t “do” numbers, 
however, there will be a product. 
Livermore is teaching a course 
this fall to help law students get 
accustomed to some of the new 
analysis tools.

“There’s a legitimate fear that as 
these tools come to market, people 
are going to start using them with-
out really understanding how they 
work,” he said. “We want to help 
students be better positioned to 
take advantage of these products.”

In the case of artificial intel-
ligence products, whereas some 
might view the technology as 
potentially taking away jobs, 
Livermore sees them as just as likely to spur 
competition. The ability to customize a legal ar-
gument—at which human lawyers excel—might 
become even more valuable, he argued.  

In other words, lawyering should remain a 
safe career choice.

“There’s going to continue to be a place for 
lawyers,” he said. “A robot is not going to go 
before the U.S. Supreme Court anytime soon 
and say, ‘May it please the court.’”

With reporting by Mike Fox and Alec Sieber

MILA VERSTEEG is the  
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UVA 
PRESIDENT 
JIM  RYAN ’92 

SHARES  5  
TALES 

OF HOW HE 
LEARNED  
TO BE  
A BETTER 
LAWYER
—AND 
PERSON

 I GOT INTO LAW BECAUSE I LIKED TO ASK QUESTIONS. 
Like most kids, I asked a lot of questions when I was younger. The problem, 

especially for my friends and family, is that I never outgrew the habit.
My father in particular didn’t quite know what to make of the fact that asking 

questions seemed to be one of my only real talents, which is why he repeatedly 
told me I had better become a lawyer. He couldn’t imagine me earning a living 
any other way.

I ultimately followed my father’s advice, and after graduating from college, I 
attended law school. It fit me like a glove. I felt like I had found my people, which is one of 
the reasons why, after practicing law for a few years, I decided to become a law professor.

After teaching for 15 years at the University of Virginia, I left to become the dean of 
Harvard’s education school, and recently returned to Charlottesville as the president 
of UVA. While my career has taken some unexpected turns, my love of questions has 
never abated—and neither has my belief that the law, at its best, can improve people’s 
lives in real and meaningful ways.

This is why I agreed to share some of the lessons I have learned as a lifelong lover of 
the law, with the same caveat that accompanies every commercial for a diet pill or piece 
of workout equipment: Individual results may vary.

 Lesso ns inLAW

OFTEN , THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS  
TO ASK THE RIGHT QUESTION.

I have always thought that asking the right question is just as 
important as discovering the right answer, in part because 
there is no way to get the right answer if you ask the wrong 
question. 

When I think of asking the right question, I think of Justice 
John Paul Stevens, whom I witnessed in action during the 
year I clerked for Chief Justice William Rehnquist. 

Justice Stevens was not as combative, clever or humorous 
as some of his colleagues on the bench. Yet, in my view, he 
usually asked the best questions. Indeed, I thought Justice 
Stevens more often than not asked what seemed to me the 
key question—the question which, when asked, broke the 
case open and became the question on which a case turned. 
If the lawyer could answer the question persuasively, her 
side would likely prevail. If not, her side would likely lose.

The questions Justice Stevens posed, I should add, were 
not aggressive, nor were they designed to trap lawyers or 
embarrass them. Instead, they were asked politely and with 
humility and, by all appearances, with a sincere desire to get 
to the bottom of the case.

I have tried to take the same approach to almost all of 
my scholarly work since—especially on the issue of how to 
expand educational opportunities so more students have an 
honest chance to reach their potential. In my experience, 
too many of the questions about our education system tend 
to be strategic rather than sincere—intended primarily, if 
not solely, to encourage criticism or support of a particular 
policy or practice.

The better approach to this or any debate is to ask questions 
that confront the strongest arguments and look critically at 
the most popular solutions without any expectation of what 
the answer should be. It is the only way to spark more hon-
est conversations about what really matters and to discover 
what might really work.
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SOMETIMES FAILING TO ACT IS JUST AS HARMFUL 
AS ACTING BADLY.

In 2015, I decided to give my commencement speech at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education on the sin of omis-
sion. It was, to put it generously, an unconventional topic. 
But as I have grown older, I have come to appreciate that 
failing to act is often a choice, and one for which we bear 
some responsibility.

It all started in law school when I met the drowning baby.
As you may remember, the drowning baby is a well-worn 

hypothetical used by first-year law professors to introduce 
the legal concept of duty. The fictional story is simple: A man 
walks down a street and sees a baby face down in a puddle. 
He could easily turn the baby over to prevent drowning, but 
does nothing. The question is whether he is liable because of 
his failure to act. The answer, which first-year law students 
are surprised to learn, is no. In general, we have to avoid hurt-
ing strangers, but we have no legal obligation to help them.

In this case, I feel that the law contains a cramped notion 
of our obligations toward others. I prefer the more robust 
concept embodied in the sin of omission: If you have the 
power to help someone, to right a wrong, or to make your 
voice heard, you should do so.

To see what I mean, consider all the recent tragedies involv-
ing police shootings of unarmed African-Americans in places 
like Ferguson, or the death of Freddie Gray in Baltimore at 
the hands of police. A lot of our focus has rightly been paid 
to the killings and the protests that followed, but much less 
attention has been paid to what we as a society did not do 
that might have prevented these tragedies.

I believe one of the biggest things we have not done in this 
country is to educate our kids in a way that gives them the 
ability as adults to see similarities, rather than differences, 
across race and class. And we continually fail to provide our 
most vulnerable children, often poor and students of color, 
truly equal educational opportunities.

EVEN THE MOST STUBBORN FACTS OF LIFE  
CAN CHANGE.

As lawyers, we have an obligation not only to ask why some-
thing is the way it is, but also to ask whether it could be different.

Take a social problem like school segregation, which I 
studied as a law professor. If we define school segregation 
as a system where students are compelled by law to attend 
one school or another based on race, that system was struck 
down by Brown v. Board of Education in 1954. But de facto 
segregation—meaning segregation that is not compelled 
by law, but is instead caused by a range of other factors—
continues to exist.

In fact, over the last 20 years or so, our schools by some 
measures have become more segregated by race and socio-
economic status, not less.  Programs to integrate schools are 
being dismantled, and since neighborhoods remain segre-
gated, so do neighborhood schools. Meanwhile, charter 
schools tend to focus on serving poor students of color, not 

on creating integrated schools. As a result, between 1988 and 
2013, the number of schools with less than 10 percent white 
enrollment tripled to 18.6 percent.

But those stubborn facts have not stopped advocates from 
pushing for things like more integrated neighborhoods, op-
tions for students to attend schools outside their segregated 
neighborhoods and charter schools that focus on diversity 
as part of their mission.

Little by little, these advocates have brought renewed 
attention to segregation, to the point where former U.S. 
Secretary of Education John King made school integration 
and diversity a key part of his agenda.

There’s a long way to go before integrated schools become 
the rule rather than the exception. But the fact that progress 
is being made at all proves that even the most stubborn facts 
of life are worth questioning—because they might not be 
quite as stubborn as they seem.

IT’S POSSIBLE TO BUILD STRONG RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH PEOPLE WITH WHOM YOU DISAGREE.

As I mentioned before, I spent a year as a law clerk for 
Chief Justice Rehnquist shortly after I graduated from law 
school. Part of my job, along with my two co-clerks, was to 
help prepare “the Chief,” as we called him, for oral arguments.

Most other justices asked their clerks to read through 
hundreds of pages of written material to prepare “bench 
memos” summarizing the facts and procedural history of 
the case, as well as arguments made in the various briefs. 
The Chief did not require us to write bench memos. Instead, 
he prepared for oral arguments by taking a walk around the 
block with the clerk responsible for the case.

During these walks, which usually lasted about 20 min-
utes, we would discuss the case and the upcoming oral 
argument. The Chief and I did not always see eye to eye on 
a range of issues, and I remember him effectively asking 
me on more than one occasion, “Wait, what? You honestly 
believe that? I mean, you’re not joking?”

During my year of clerking for him, I came to both admire 
and have a great deal of affection for the Chief. Despite our 
differences, he was always willing to listen, and he taught me 
that it is possible to build a strong relationship with someone 
with whom we disagree.

I learned the same thing from my friend and law school 
roommate, Doug Kendall, who died in 2015. Doug was a 
constitutional lawyer who challenged both the liberal and 
conservative interpretations of the Constitution—believing 
that you can be faithful to constitutional principles even 
if the application of those principles changes over time in 
light of new facts.

To advance his view, Doug created a public interest group 
called the Constitutional Accountability Center. In a relatively 
short time, Doug and his colleagues established CAC as one 
of the leading voices in debates about the Constitution, and 
in the process helped change the conversation and earn the 
respect of liberal and conservative lawyers alike.

In an era where it is too easy to believe that those with 

“If you have the power 
to help someone, 

to right a wrong, or to 
make your voice heard, 

you should do so.”

whom we disagree are evil, ignorant or both, the Chief and Doug 
taught me the importance of resisting that tendency and seeking 
common ground.

THERE’S A PERSON BEHIND EVERY CASE.

Before returning to UVA Law School to teach, I practiced law at a 
firm in Newark, New Jersey. I chose the firm in part because they 
sponsored a public interest fellowship that allowed the fellows, of 
which I was one, to work solely on pro bono cases.

One of those cases involved a man I’ll call “Patrick,” a Cameroo-
nian journalist seeking political asylum in the U.S. While broad-
casting on a state-owned television station about election results 
in Cameroon, Patrick made the brave and dangerous decision to 
report live on rampant election fraud committed by the government. 
By the time he got back to his office, police were waiting for him. 

In the months that followed, Patrick was imprisoned and bru-
tally tortured until his mother was able to bribe a guard to release 
him in the middle of the night. It was then that Patrick began an 
odyssey across several continents, only to be arrested in the U.S. 
for entering under a false passport and sent to a detention facility 
in Newark. A human rights group identified Patrick’s case and 
sent it my way.

As the asylum process dragged on, Patrick grew increas-
ingly despondent. During one interview, when Patrick of-
fered very brief answers to my questions, I told him he seemed 
depressed and asked if there was something I could do to 
help. “I really need to get out of this place,” he said. “It’s kill-
ing me to have come all this way only to be in prison again.”

Patrick’s statement jolted me. After researching more about the 
asylum process, I learned that those awaiting an asylum hearing 
could be released to a family willing to take them in. At the time, 
my wife and I lived with a newborn in a tiny apartment, but a 
generous colleague and her family volunteered to host Patrick.

Patrick ultimately received asylum and went on to find a good 
job and create a new life—and a few years later, asked me to be 
the best man at his wedding. When I later asked him why, he 
said, “Because you were my first friend here. You listened to me.”
When I took Patrick’s case, I knew that being detained was not 
his first choice, but I thought it would be a small price to pay if 
he received asylum. A better lawyer would have thought about 
Patrick himself, about the trauma he had endured, and about 
what was best for him—not just as a client, but as a human being. 

MY FATHER  never attended college, but he made 
sure to impress on me from a very early age that the highest call-
ing in life is to serve others.

For me, that is what the law is all about—a chance to speak for 
those without a voice and make the system work a little bit better 
for those who need it. And while your journey will necessarily 
be different than mine, by asking the right questions, doing what 
we can to help, refusing to accept the world as it is, building re-
lationships with people with whom we disagree, and seeing the 
humanity in the work that we do, I truly believe we can leave this 
world a little better than we found it.S
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ORTIZ v. U.S.  
SEPARATION OF POWERS

“THE FRAMERS of the Constitution limited 
the Supreme Court’s original and appel-
late jurisdiction primarily because of the 

burdens that travel to a central-
ized court placed on U.S. citizens 
in the 18th century. Rather than 
require litigants to journey long 
distances to a central court in the 
first instance, the Constitution 
contemplates some local adjudi-

cation, followed by an appeal to 
the ‘one Supreme Court.’ In our 
modern era, the constitutional 

text has remained the same while advances 
in transportation capabilities have happily 
reduced, though by no means eliminated, 
this concern. Those advances do not diminish 
Ortiz’s jurisprudential importance, but they 
limit, in some ways, the consequences of 
Ortiz’s precise holding about the Supreme 
Court’s appellate jurisdiction.”

—ADITYA BAMZAI, who argued the 
case as an independent amicus, 
writing in Lawfare

RUBIN v. ISLAMIC  
REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
SEIZING PROPERTY FROM 
NATIONS SPONSORING TERROR

“IN INTERPRETING the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Act, the court took a cautious 
approach to the scope of a court’s authority 

to seize property belonging to a 
foreign state to enforce a judgment 
based on support for terrorism. 
The court read the statute as 
keeping in place the limitations 
on seizure power generally appli-
cable with respect to other kinds 

of judgments permitted by the 
act. The effect was to make it 
harder for successful plaintiffs 

(here the beneficiaries of default judgments) 
to collect against these sovereigns.”

—PAUL STEPHAN ’77

EPIC SYSTEMS CORP. v. LEWIS 
EMPLOYEE ARBITRATION 
AGREEMENTS

“THE DECISION in Epic Systems continues the 
onward march of the presumption in favor 
of arbitration in the Supreme Court. This 
trend, now several decades old, has extended 

to fields as varied as employment 
discrimination, antitrust, consumer 
protection, admiralty and securi-
ties regulation. In each of these 
fields, the court has interpreted 
the Federal Arbitration Act to 
require enforcement of arbitration 

agreements in the face of argu-
ments that doing so would be 
inconsistent with competing 

federal statutes or state law. In Epic Systems, 
ironically enough, this presumption returns 
to where it began—in labor arbitration deci-
sions from the 1950s. Those earlier decisions, 
however, favored workers and unions, while 
Epic Systems goes in the opposite direction, 
favoring employers and management. The 
court rejected the argument that the right to 
‘mutual aid and protection’ under the National 
Labor Relations Act prevented the enforce-
ment of arbitration clauses that waived any 
right to proceed in collective proceedings, 
such as class actions.”

—GEORGE RUTHERGLEN

HUSTED v. A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 
INSTITUTE
VOTER REGISTRATION

“HUSTED lies in the stormy seas of law and 
politics. Ohio mails cards to registered voters 
who fail to vote in an election. If voters do not 

return the cards and do not vote 
in the subsequent two elections, 
Ohio removes them from the 
registration rolls. Does Ohio’s 
voter ‘purge’ comply with a pair 
of federal statutes? The conserva-
tive majority of the court said yes, 

emphasizing one slice of statutory 
language. The liberal minority 
said no, emphasizing another 

slice of language and, in the case of Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor, the sordid history of voter 
suppression. The meaning of the federal 
statutes is clearer than before, but the wisdom 
of Ohio’s practice—is it sound governance or 
partisan gamesmanship?—remains debatable.”

—MICHAEL GILBERT  

JANUS v. AMERICAN  
FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY, 
AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 
UNIONS AND THE  
FIRST AMENDMENT

“IN JANUS v. AFSCME, the Supreme Court held 
that nonunion workers cannot be required to 
pay agency fees to public-sector unions. The 
decision was one of the most significant on 

collective bargaining in decades 
and overruled 41-year-old Burger 
Court precedent. That prior de-
cision, Abood v. Detroit Board of 
Education, held that nonmembers 
could be required to pay agency 
fees to unions, in order to prevent 

their benefiting from union 
negotiations while free-riding 
off others’ dues. (The Abood 

decision also held that agency fees could 
not be used for political purposes but only 
for collective bargaining.) The about-face in 
Janus is a sign of the increasing reach of the 
First Amendment.”

—LESLIE KENDRICK ’06

MASTERPIECE CAKESHOP, LTD. 
v. COLORADO CIVIL RIGHTS 
COMMISSION  
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 
CIVIL RIGHTS

“THE GROUND of decision was narrow, 
but not as narrow as many commentators 
will claim. It is based exclusively on the free 

exercise clause; the Supreme Court 
did not rule on the free speech 
claim. Exclusive reliance on free 
exercise narrows the opinion to 
sincere religious objectors, exclud-
ing simple bigots. And it helps 
narrow the decision to religious 

contexts, with weddings as the 
overwhelmingly dominant 
example. The court made 

nothing of these points.
“What more obviously narrows the deci-

sion is that the Supreme Court based it on 
the state’s hostility to the baker’s religious 
faith. As evidence, the court pointed both 
to hostile comments from members of the 
Colorado Civil Rights Commission and to 
the commission’s inconsistent treatment of 
religious discrimination and sexual-orientation 
discrimination.”  

—DOUGLAS LAYCOCK and Thomas 
Berg, co-authors of an influential 
amicus brief that suggested the court 
should focus on the free exercise clause, 
writing in SCOTUSBlog

“JUSTICE KENNEDY could be characterized, 
during his time on the court, as having been a 
conservative—but one not in lockstep with his 
colleagues on the court’s right flank. Endowed with 
a strong libertarian streak, he argued eloquently 
for qualities of dignity and liberty in a free society. 

Thus, he could come down on the 
more liberal side of an issue, a striking 
example being his majority opinion 
finding constitutional protection for 
same-sex marriage. … Justice Kennedy 
proved himself to be anything but 
an ideologue. Rebuffing claims of 

originalism, he was clearly in the 
‘living Constitution’ camp, declaring 
that the Constitution is capable of 

protecting claims of liberty which would not have 
occurred to the document’s framers. There is much 
to admire about Justice Kennedy. As a justice, he 
was typically open-minded, ready to listen to and 
weigh competing arguments. Those qualities may 
at times have frustrated his colleagues, but they 
added notably to the court’s search for justice.”

—A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61

“JUSTICE KENNEDY’S career on the Supreme 
Court will also be remembered as illustrating three 
important features of American constitutional 
politics. First and perhaps most obvious is that the 
federal courts respond to political developments 
through changes in personnel. That is especially true 

when, as now, the main political parties 
differ substantially in the constitutional 
principles they espouse. …

“Second, because the parties are 
conduits for popular opinion on consti-
tutional issues, the partisan alignment of 
the presidency and Senate has profound 

effects. The seven most recent justices 
were appointed by presidents whose 
party controlled the Senate; not since 

Justice Clarence Thomas has the Senate confirmed 
a nominee by a president of the opposite party. … 
Justice Kennedy was nominated by a Republican 
president after a Democratic-controlled Senate 
rejected his first nominee, Judge Robert Bork. 
Justice Kennedy was acceptable to the Democratic 
majority and his positions on the Supreme Court 
have differed from those Judge Bork likely would 
have taken with respect to some very high-profile 
issues, notably whether to overrule Roe v. Wade. 
Divided government produced an appointee whose 
votes on the court have sometimes pleased and 
sometimes displeased the parties between which 
government was divided.

“Third, the partisan division between the 
presidency and the Senate that led to Justice Ken-
nedy’s appointment was the result of elections in 
1984, when Ronald Reagan was re-elected, and 
1986, when control of the Senate shifted from 
Republicans to Democrats. Justice Kennedy 
wrote the court’s opinion in Obergefell v. Hodges, 
the same-sex marriage case, in 2015. Many of the 
issues the Supreme Court decides were topics 
of intense political controversy in the 1980s, but 
same-sex marriage was not one of them. The 
consequences of judicial appointments, especially 
Supreme Court appointments, often long outlast 
the politics that produce them.”

—JOHN HARRISON
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SOUTH DAKOTA 
v. WAYFAIR 
TAXATION OF E-COMMERCE

“THE DECISION’S implications for e-com-
merce are not totally clear yet. Wayfair struck 
down the anachronistic and judicially created 

physical-presence test, which said 
that an out-of-state seller was not 
obliged to collect sales tax if it 
lacked physical presence in the 
state. … [States may try to join 
the Streamlined Sales and Use 
Tax Agreement] and duplicate 

South Dakota’s thresholds [for 
tax collection—at least 200 
sales or $200,000 in sales in a 

year]. Or Congress may intervene to impose 
uniform sales tax standards. Some states may 
try to impose sales tax collection obligations 
retroactively, which would generate more 
litigation. What is clear, however, is that 
online sellers can no longer make billions 
of sales in a state while avoiding obligations 
to collect sales taxes.”

—RUTH MASON co-authored amicus 
briefs urging the court to grant cert and 
overturn the physical-presence test

TRUMP v. HAWAII 
PRESIDENT’S POWER ON 
IMMIGRATION 

“IN THE TRAVEL BAN cases, the Supreme 
Court abdicated its responsibility to uphold 
religious neutrality under the First Amend-

ment. It ignored President Donald 
Trump’s unprecedented and per-
vasive religious hostility toward 
Muslims. As a result, the court has 
made a mockery of its decision in 
Masterpiece Cakeshop, where it 
demanded ‘neutral and respect-

ful’ consideration of religious 
minorities. In Masterpiece, 
the court cited as evidence 

of religious hostility the state’s disparate 
treatment of a Christian baker, who lost his 
appeal, and secular bakers, who were not 
required to bake cakes that they opposed in 
conscience. But in siding with the religious 
freedom of Christians but not Muslims, 
the court has raised the same concerns 
about religious hostility that it so recently 
condemned under the First Amendment.”

—MICAH SCHWARTZMAN ’05 helped 
lead amicus briefs on the travel ban 
arguing that the president’s executive 
orders violated the First Amendment

ON JUSTICE 
KENNEDY
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FACULTY FOCUS

MICHAL BARZUZA
❱ Received the John M. 
Olin Prize for outstand-
ing S.J.D. dissertation in 
law and economics at 
Harvard Law School.
❱ Scholarship integrates 
law and finance. Her 
article, “Market Seg-
mentation: The Rise of 
Nevada as a Liability-Free 
Jurisdiction,” was named 
among the 10 best cor-
porate and securities 
law articles published in 
2012, in an annual poll of 
corporate law professors 
conducted by Corporate 
Practice Commentator.
❱ Served on the board 
of Southern Union Gas, a 
mid-size New York Stock 
Exchange company.
❱ Practiced corporate 
law at the Israeli law firm  
Haim Zadok & Co.

ALBERT CHOI
❱ Holds a Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of 
Technology.
❱ Co-editor of the Ameri-
can Law and Economics 
Review and associate 
editor of the International 
Review of Law and Eco-
nomics.
❱ Has published widely in 
both peer-review and law 
review journals, including 
the American Economic 
Review, Yale Law Journal, 
Journal of Industrial Eco-
nomics, NYU Law Review, 
Journal of Legal Studies, 
Virginia Law Review, and 
Journal of Law, Econom-
ics and Organization.
❱ Was director on the Amer-
ican Law and Economic 
Association’s board (2011-
14).
❱ Has taught at several 
other law schools, includ-
ing Yale, Harvard, Colum-
bia and the University of 
Pennsylvania.

GEORGE M. COHEN
❱ Holds a Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.
❱ Clerked for Judge 
Walter K. Stapleton of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit.
❱ Has served as an ethics 
consultant and expert for 
several large law firms.
❱ Co-authored the books 
“The Law and Ethics of 
Lawyering” and “Foun-
dations of the Law and 
Ethics of Lawyering.”
❱ Teaching and scholarly 
interest focused on the 
professional respon-
sibilities of corporate 
lawyers and the law and 
economics of agency and 
partnership.

QUINN CURTIS
❱ Prior to law school, 
worked as a software 
engineer for Microsoft. 
❱ Holds a Ph.D. in finance 
from the Yale School of 
Management.
❱ With research focused 
on empirical law and 
finance, teaches courses 
in corporate law, securi-
ties and venture capital.
❱ Recent scholarship 
focuses on how law can 
help reform 401(k) plans 
and 529 plans. 

GEORGE S. GEIS
❱ Holds an MBA from the 
University of Chicago.
❱ Research focuses on 
problems related to 
contract theory, business 
alliances, shareholder 
litigation and other issues 
involving the intersection 
of law and business. 
❱ Spent five years as a 
management consultant 
with McKinsey & Co., 
where he served clients 
on corporate strategy, 
mergers and marketing; 
also worked with a New 
York and a Los Angeles 
law firm.
❱ Co-author of the book 
“Digital Deals: Strategies 
for Selecting and Struc-
turing Partnerships.”
❱ Taught courses as a 
visiting professor at the 
Indian School of Business 
in Hyderabad; the Univer-
sity of Auckland in New 
Zealand; and the Univer-
sity of Trento in Italy.

RICH HYNES
❱ Holds a Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.
❱ Practiced law with 
Skadden Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom in Los 
Angeles.
❱ Focuses on paral-
lel systems outside of 
bankruptcy that handle 
debtor-creditor relations, 
including the use of state 
courts to collect debts.

❱ Students in PROFESSOR ANDREW VOLLMER’S classes tour the exchange floor 
and VIP areas of the New York Stock Exchange.

FACULTY FOCUS

FACULTY 
FOCUS: 

CORPORATE 
LAW 

VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS LAW FACULTY BRING TO THE LAW SCHOOL PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WORKING 

FOR CORPORATIONS AS WELL AS FOR LAW FIRMS SPECIALIZING IN CORPORATE PRACTICE. 

Their experience is reflected in the classes they teach and the articles they 

write: on topics such as mergers and acquisitions, startups, corporate finance 

and governance, and other specialties. Articles on corporate law, written 

by professors such as Michal Barzuza, are often highly ranked and broadly 

influential. Books, including “Wasting a Crisis: Why Securities Regulation Fails,” 

by Paul Mahoney, provide in-depth insights. Overarching their work is the John 

W. Glynn, Jr. Law & Business Program, which is led by Andrew Vollmer ’78, 

former deputy general counsel at the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

The program educates students about the needs and goals of commercial and 

financial services clients, the concepts and skills needed to guide those clients, 

and the importance of problem-solving. Top practitioners from law firms, 

business and government also teach students, often in short courses designed 

to engage students in hands-on exercises such as deal-structuring, negotiating 

and counseling. 

❱ PROFESSOR PAUL MAHONEY testifies 
before the U.S. House Financial Services 
Subcommittee on “The Dodd-Frank Act and 
Regulatory Overreach” in 2015.
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2017-19 
COURSES
A Beginner’s Guide to 

Private Equity Fund 
Formation 

Accounting: Understand-
ing and Analyzing 
Financial Statements 

Advanced Corporate 
Finance 

Advanced Topics in 
Securities Regulation 

Advising the Board of 
Directors in a Mergers 
and Acquisitions World 

Agency and Partnership
Airline Industry and 

Aviation Law 
Antitrust in the Global 

Economy 
Antitrust Practice 
Antitrust Review of 

Mergers in a Global 
Environment 

Banking and Financial 
Institutions 

Bankruptcy (Law & 
Business) 

BigLaw and the Profession 
(and Business) of Law 

Business Reorganization 
Under Chapter 11 of the 
Bankruptcy Code 

Class Actions and 
Complex Litigation 

Corporate Finance 
Corporate Governance 

New Paradigm – 
Shareholder Activism 

Corporate Law Policy 
Corporate Strategy 
Corporate Transactions: 

Startup to Exit 
Corporations 
Corporations (Law & 

Business)
Current Issues in 

Corporate Law and 
Governance

Derivatives Markets and 
Their Regulation

Emerging Growth 
Companies and Venture 
Capital Financing: 
Principles and Practice 

Emerging Markets: 
Principles and Practice 

Empirical Methods in 
Corporate Law and 
Finance 

Employee Benefits Law 
Energy and Environmental 

Products Trading and 
Commodities Regulation 

Energy Businesses and 
Private Company 

Acquisitions 
European Company Law 
Federal Regulation of 

Investment Companies 
Franchise Law 
Inside the Board of 

Directors 
Institutional Investors and 

Corporate Governance 
International Business 

Negotiation 
International Finance 
Investment and Valuation 

in Financial Markets 
Israeli Business Law and 

Innovation 
Law and Business 

Management in the 
Health-Care Sector 

Law and Economics 
Colloquium 

Law and Finance of 
Venture Capital-Backed 
Firms 

LawTech 
Lawyering for In-House 

Counsel 
Leadership and Team 

Management 
Legal Practice and the 

Startup Company: An 
Inside Look 

Management of BigLaw 

Firms: Balancing Culture 
and Profits

Mergers and Acquisitions 
(Law & Business) 

Quantitative Methods 
Real Estate Transactions: 

Principles and Practice 
SEC and Class-Action 

Securities Enforcement 
Secured Transactions 
Securities Litigation and 

Enforcement 
Securities Regulation 
Securities Regulation 

(Law & Business) 
Startup of a Medtech 

Company 
The Fed, the Financial 

Crisis and Its Aftermath 
The Firm and Cyberspace 
Topics in Banking and 

Financial Regulation 
Topics in Private Company 

Acquisitions 
Transactional Approach to 

Mergers and Acquisitions
 Under Siege: Boards 

and Private Equity in 
Financial Distress

CLINICS
Entrepreneurial Law Clinic 
Nonprofit Clinic

EDMUND W. KITCH
❱ Was special assistant 
to the solicitor general 
of the United States and 
executive director of the 
Civil Aeronautics Board 
Committee on Procedural 
Reform.
❱ Was a member of 
the Committee on 
Public-Private Sector 
Interactions in Vaccine 
Innovation of the Institute 
of Medicine, National 
Academy of Sciences 
(1983-85).
❱ Co-authored books 
include “Selected Stat-
utes and International 
Agreements on Unfair 
Competition, Trademarks, 
Copyrights and Patents” 
and “Intellectual Property 
and Unfair Competition.”

KEVIN A. KORDANA
❱ Clerked for Chief Judge 
Richard A. Posner of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh Circuit.
❱ Scholarly interests 
include bankruptcy, and 
law and economics issues
❱ Expert on nonprofits.

JULIA D. MAHONEY
❱ Practiced law at 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen 
& Katz.
❱ Teaches Corporations, 
Nonprofit Organizations 
and the Monetary Con-
stitution.
❱ Research interests 
include the political 
economy of property 
rights and constitutional 
claims arising out of the 
2007-09 financial crisis.

PAUL G. MAHONEY
❱ Clerked for U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall and 
for Judge Ralph K. Winter 
Jr. of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second 
Circuit.
❱ Former Law School 
dean, member of the 
Council on Foreign Rela-
tions and a fellow of the 
American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences.
❱ Member of the Se-
curities and Exchange 
Commission’s Investor 
Advisory Committee.
❱ Author of “Wasting a 
Crisis: Why Securities 
Regulation Fails.”
❱ Worked on legal reform 
projects in Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia and 
Nepal.

ANDREW N. VOLLMER ’78
❱ Served as deputy 
general counsel at the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission (2006-09).
❱ Was a partner in the 
Securities Litigation and 
Enforcement Practice 
Group of Wilmer Cutler 
Pickering Hale and Dorr, 
where his practice con-
centrated on securities 
enforcement, private 
securities litigation and 
internal investigations.
❱ Director of the John W. 
Glynn, Jr. Law & Business 
Program.

STEVEN D. WALT
❱ Ph.D. and M.A. in phi-
losophy from the Univer-
sity of Chicago.
❱ Co-author of two 
popular casebooks, 
“Secured Transactions in 
Personal Property” and 
“Payments and Credits.”
❱ Has been a visiting re-
search scholar at Nuffield 
College, the University of 
Oxford; and an Amoco 
Foundation Term As-
sistant Professor of Legal 
Studies at the Wharton 
School.

CORPORATE 
LAW 
AT 
UVA 
LAW

THE STUDY OF BUSINESS 
LAW at the Law School 

prompts students to 
evaluate the appropriate 

role of government 
regulation and mandatory 

legal rules versus private 
ordering, default rules 

and self-regulation. 
It raises questions about 

how legislatures and courts 
address the relationship of 

the profit motive and other 
community interests, and it 

requires consideration of 
the allocation of risk and 

responsibilities among 
private parties, and the 

conflicting needs and 
demands of those parties. 

It gives students an 
understanding of why 

businesses behave as they 
do and prepares students 

to advise clients about 
business plans that comply 

with the law and are 
socially responsible.

FACULTY
PROFESSOR

BAMZAI 
IMPRESSES

THE 
COURT

PAGE 70
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U.S. SUPREME COURT 
DECISION CENTERS 
LARGELY ON 
BAMZAI’S ARGUMENT
U.S. Supreme Court justices cited Associate Professor ADITYA BAMZAI by name 31 times in their 
June 22 decision in Ortiz v. United States. The case tackled the scope of the Supreme Court’s 
original and appellate jurisdiction under Article III.

Bamzai presented oral argument in January as an unprecedented independent amicus. 
Although the court 

rejected his argument, 
Justice Elena Kagan, 
writing for a 7-2 ma-
jority, devoted 15 
pages of her 25-page 
opinion to Bamzai’s 
contention that the 
Supreme Court lacked 
jurisdiction to hear 
the case.

“As I hope readers 
of today’s decision will 
agree when they read 
all the opinions in this 
case, including a con-
currence and dissent, 
Professor Bamzai 
provoked some good 
and hard thinking on 
all sides,” Kagan said 
from the bench in de-
livering the opinion.
Professors CALEB 

NELSON and 
SAIKRISHNA 

PRAKASH were also 
cited. 

“As an obscure—not to mention, pre-tenure—professor, I was grateful, to say the least, that the 
justices gave two hoots about what I had to say on the subject of Article III,” Bamzai said. “Now 
that the opinions are out, I’m doubly grateful that my argument drew reactions from three jus-
tices I deeply respect and admire.”

Nelson’s 2007 paper “Adjudication in the Political Branches” was cited repeatedly in Justice 
Clarence Thomas’ concurrence. Prakash’s 2015 paper “The Sweeping Domestic War Powers of 
Congress” was cited in Justice Samuel Alito’s dissent.

“I’ve never seen an opinion that cites one person so many times,” Prakash said about Bamzai. 
“It is extraordinary.”

—Mike Fox

KENNETH S. ABRAHAM 
published “Recov-
ering Wagner v. In-
ternational Railway 
Co.” in the Touro 
Law Review (co-au-
thored with G. EDWARD 

WHITE, for a sympo-
sium on Justice Benja-
min Cardozo) and “Tort 
Luck and Liability In-
surance” in the Rutgers 
University Law Review. 
He spoke on “The Driv-
erless Future: Liability 
for Accidents Involving 
Autonomous Vehicles” 
at the Virginia Trial 
Lawyers Association’s 
“Advanced Annual Auto 
Retreat” on July 13.

BARBARA ARMACOST ’89 

presented her forth-
coming article, “What 
Does Aviation Have to 
Teach Law Enforce-
ment,” at the Crimi-
nal Law Roundtable 
hosted by the Univer-
sity of Richmond School 
of Law in May. Arma-
cost has been invited to 
teach in a national edu-
cation program for law 
enforcement officers 
titled “Constitutional 
Foundations for Law 
Enforcement, Princi-
ples, Theory and Prac-
tice,” sponsored by the 
Robert H. Smith Center 
for the Constitution at 
Montpelier in October. 
She plans to present a 
paper at a festschrift for 
Robert F. Cochran Jr. at 
Pepperdine University 
School of Law in Feb-
ruary 2019. Armacost 
has also been invited to 
write a chapter on law 
and economics perspec-
tives on torts for a book 
of essays on private law 
titled “Christianity and 
Law,” edited by Robert 
Cochran and Michael 
Moreland. In February  

she attended a “Christi-
anity and Private Law” 
workshop in connec-
tion with the forthcom-
ing book.

RICHARD BONNIE ’69 
continued to dissemi-
nate the findings and 
recommendations of 
the 2017 study on the 
opioid epidemic that he 
chaired for the National 
Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering and Medi-
cine by speaking in April 
at the annual meeting of 
the International An-
esthesiology Research 
Society in Chicago and 
in July at a meeting of 
the Opioid Action Col-
laborative led by the Na-
tional Academy of Medi-
cine in Washington, D.C. 

Bonnie is also 
chairing a new consen-
sus study for NASEM 
on using advances in 
knowledge on adoles-
cent development to 
assure the well-being of 
young people now being 
left behind. This report, 
which complements a 
2015 report on young 
adults, also chaired 
by Bonnie, will be re-
leased in the fall. Bon-
nie’s ongoing work for 
NASEM on the science 
of adolescent develop-
ment dovetails with his 
work as a reporter for 
the American Law In-
stitute’s restatement on 
children and the law 
under the leadership of 
Columbia Law School 
professor ELIZABETH 

SCOTT ’77. 
Another focus of 

Bonnie’s activities 
during this period was 
gun policy, particu-
larly advocating enact-
ment of “risk protec-
tion orders” authorizing 
police to remove fire-
arms from individuals 
whose behavior dem-
onstrates elevated risk 
for suicide or violence. 
He wrote a newspaper 
op-ed on this topic in 
March and participated 
in a webinar dissemi-

nated by the American 
Bar Association in May. 
He also participated in 
a June meeting of the 
Consortium for Risk-
Based Firearm Policy, 
the chief sponsor of risk-
based gun removal laws, 
in Washington, D.C. The 
2018 meeting focused on 
the circumstances under 
which use of alcohol, 
marijuana and other 
drugs provide an evi-
dence-based justifica-
tion for limiting access 
to firearms.

Bonnie also pre-
sented a paper at the 
American Psychiatric 
Association’s annual 
scientific meeting in 
May in New York City 
on the challenges faced 
by emergency depart-
ments in responding to 
an increasing flow of 
psychiatric emergen-
cies. Bonnie’s research 
and writing on emer-
gency psychiatric hos-
pitalization have been 
informed by his ongoing 
role as chair of an expert 
advisory panel for the 
Virginia General As-
sembly on mental health 
law reform. A high pri-
ority for the panel is 
coping with the surge 
in involuntary hospi-
tal admissions and the 
consequent pressures 
on emergency depart-
ments, local law en-
forcement, and state 
and local psychiatric 
facilities. 

In April, May and July, 
JOSH BOWERS presented 
his article in prog-
ress, “What if Nothing 
Works? On Recidivism, 
Crime Licenses, and 
Harm Reduction,” to 
audiences at UVA Law, 
St. John’s University 
School of Law, and the 
Annual Meeting on Law 
& Society. In May, the 
Uniform Law Commis-
sion appointed Bowers 
to be lead reporter for 
its Committee on Alter-
natives to Bail. In June, 
the city of Charlottes-

ville appointed Bowers 
to its newly formed 
Police Civilian Review 
Board. Also in June, the 
Supreme Court quoted 
an article that Bowers 
co-authored with Paul 
H. Robinson. Specifi-
cally, in Rosales-Mire-
les v. United States, the 
court observed: “In 
broad strokes, the public 
legitimacy of our justice 
system relies on proce-
dures that are ‘neutral, 
accurate, consistent, 
trustworthy, and fair,’ 
and that ‘provide oppor-
tunities for error cor-
rection.’” In September, 
Bowers helped orga-
nize and moderate the 
UVA Law conference 
“One Year After Char-
lottesville: Replacing the 
Resurgence of Racism 
With Reconciliation.” 

MAUREEN BRADY pre-
sented her forthcoming 
article “The Forgotten 
History of Metes and 
Bounds” at the Mid-
Atlantic Junior Faculty 
Forum held at the Uni-
versity of Richmond 
School of Law and at the 
William & Mary Law 
School faculty work-
shop series. Brady was 
also invited to present 
at William & Mary in 
October as part of the 
2018 Brigham-Kanner 
Property Rights Confer-
ence. She presented her 
own work on federalism 
in takings law as part of 
the panel “The Federal-
ism Dimension of Con-
stitutional Property,” 
which honors the work 
of this year’s Brigham-
Kanner Prize recipient, 
Stewart Sterk.

DARRYL BROWN ’90 
spent May and June 
as a visiting fellow at 

the Institute for Ad-
vanced Legal Studies 
in London, research-
ing topics related to 
extradition and com-
parative trial proce-
dure. While there, he 
presented papers in 
colloquia at Univer-
sity College London 
as well as at its Insti-
tute, and in May, trav-
eled to the University 
of Toronto to present a 
paper and participate 
in an ongoing research 
project about the rela-
tion between criminal 
law and civil peace. In 
April, he was an invited 
participant in a book 
colloquium at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
Law School. In the fall, 
he published “How to 
Make Criminal Trials 
Disappear without 
Pretrial Discovery,” in 
the American Crimi-
nal Law Review, and 
an article in German 
on U.S. plea bargain-
ing in the German law 
journal Zeitschrift 
für die gesamte 
Strafrechtswissen-
schaft.

JONATHAN Z. CANNON 
presented a chapter 
of his book project 
“Hidden Landscapes” 
at UCLA School of Law  
on Oct. 10. Cannon also 
is working on a chapter 
on the history of the 
Clean Water Act, com-
missioned by the School 
of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs at 
Indiana University. He 
will present a draft of 
the chapter at a May 
peer-review workshop 
in Washington, D.C. 
The chapter will appear 
in a book on the U.S. 
Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s man-
dates, evolution, accom-
plishments, setbacks 
and future challenges.

ALBERT CHOI has re-
cently published “Fee-
Shifting and Shareholder 
Litigation” in the Vir-
ginia Law Review and 
“Reputation and Litiga-
tion: Why Costly Legal 
Sanctions Can Work 
Better than Reputa-
tional Sanctions,” co-au-
thored with Scott Baker 
of Washington Univer-
sity Law School, in the 
Journal of Legal Studies. 
His forthcoming arti-
cles include “Concen-
trated Ownership and 
Long-Term Shareholder 
Value” in the Harvard 
Business Law Review; 
“Contractarian Theory 
and Unilateral Bylaw 
Amendments,” co-au-
thored with Geeyoung 
Min of Columbia Law 
School, in the Iowa Law 
Review; “Appraising the 
‘Merger Price’ Appraisal 
Rule,” co-authored with 
Eric Talley of Colum-
bia Law School, in the 
Journal of Law, Eco-
nomics, and Organiza-
tion; and “Taking a Fi-
nancial Position in Your 
Opponent in Litigation,” 
co-authored with Kathy 
Spier of Harvard Law 
School, in the American 
Economic Review.

Choi participated as 
a commentator at the 
“Freedom, Choice, and 
Contract” conference at 
Columbia Law School 
in October 2017. He pre-
sented “Class Actions and 
Private Antitrust Litiga-
tion,” co-authored with 
Kathy Spier, at the Theo-
retical Law and Econom-
ics Conference at Rice 
University in December. 
He presented “Apprais-
ing the ‘Merger Price’ 
Appraisal Rule” with Eric 
Talley at the Penn Cor-
porate Roundtable at the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia Law School, also in 
December. 

Choi participated 
as a commentator at 
the Supreme Court 
Economic Review 
Roundtable at the 
Antonin Scalia Law 
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School at George Mason 
University in Febru-
ary. He presented “The 
Design of Staged Con-
tracting,” co-authored 
with George Triantis of 
Stanford Law School, at 
a faculty workshop at 
the University of Penn-
sylvania Law School, 
also in February. In 
March, Choi partici-
pated in the Winter 
Deals Conference at 
the J. Reuben Clark 
Law School at Brigham 
Young University; was a 
commentator at Wein-
berg Center Sympo-
sium at the University 
of Delaware; presented 
“The Design of Staged 
Contracting” at the Law 
and Economics Work-
shop at the University 
of California, Berkeley 
School of Law; and pre-
sented “Contractarian 
Theory and Unilateral 
Bylaw Amendments” at 
the Corporate and Secu-
rities Law Conference at 
Tulane University Law 
School. He presented 
“Class Actions and 
Private Antitrust Liti-
gation” at the Law and 
Economics Workshop at 
the University of Texas 
School of Law in April. 
He presented “Class 
Actions and Private 
Antitrust Litigation” 
at the American Law 
and Economics Annual 
Conference at Boston 
University School of 
Law in May.

He continues to 
serve as co-editor of 
the American Law and 
Economics Review, and 
associate editor of the 
International Review of 
Law and Economics.

GEORGE COHEN pub-
lished “The Uncertainty 
of Sun Printing” in the 
Touro Law Review for 
a symposium on Justice 
Benjamin Cardozo. He 
spoke on “What Is a 
Law Firm?” in an ethics 
session for UVA alumni 
in May.

QUINN CURTIS has 
focused on changes to 
the regulation of finan-
cial advice, respond-
ing to the demise of 
the U.S. Department 
of Labor fiduciary rule 
and the newly proposed 
SEC Regulation Best 
Interest. His paper on 
the fiduciary rule will 
appear in the Harvard 
Business Law Review. 
Curtis’ other project is 
a study of the quality 
of 529 college savings 
plans, which calls at-
tention to the issue of 
high cost and hidden 
risk in some plans. This 
paper is now available 
on SSRN.

In March, ASHLEY 

DEEKS was elected to 
the board of editors for 
the American Journal 
of International Law. 
She also began to serve 
as supervising editor of 
AJIL Unbound, AJIL’s 
online supplement. 
In May, she spoke on 
several panels about 
weapons systems that 
will be used in future 
armed conflicts, includ-
ing one panel at the 
New America Foun-
dation and another at 
the Fugh Symposium 
at The Judge Advocate 
General’s Legal Center 
and School.

She published a book 
chapter on NATO’s 2011 
use of force in Libya for 
an Oxford volume on 
international law and 
the use of force, which 
came out this fall. She 
also published “Stat-
utory International 
Law” in the Virginia 
Journal of Interna-
tional Law. The article 
identifies the prolifera-
tion of international 
law throughout U.S. 

statutes and provides 
an account of when, 
why and how Congress 
engages with these 
norms to advance its 
legislative goals.

In September, she 
presented her draft 
article “Predicting 
Enemies” at Yale Law 
School’s Law & Tech-
nology workshop. She 
also participated in 
the Yale/Duke Round-
table on Foreign Rela-
tions Law, where she 
discussed aspects of 
a work-in-progress 
related to reason-giving 
that happens in classi-
fied settings.

KIM FERZAN gave the 
Bloustein Lecture 
in Law and Ethics at 
Rutgers Law School 
in April. This was the 
10th anniversary of 
the lecture series that 
she created while at 
Rutgers. In May, she 
presented her paper 
“Consent and Coer-
cion” at the Neighbor-
hood Criminal Law 
Conference at the Uni-
versity of Richmond 
School of Law. 

In July, Ferzan 
gave a keynote lecture, 
“Consent and Coer-
cion,” at the Consent 
in Morality and Law 
conference at Cam-
bridge University, spon-
sored by Cambridge 
University, the Cam-
bridge Forum for Legal 
and Political Philoso-
phy, and the Society of 
Applied Philosophy.

Ferzan’s article, 
“Patty Hearst Re-
considered: Personal 
Identity in the Crimi-
nal Law,” appeared in 
the Ohio State Journal 
of Criminal Law in a 
special tribute issue to 
Joshua Dressler. Her 
piece, “Probing the 
Depths of the Respon-
sible Corporate Offi-
cer’s Duty,” appeared 
in Criminal Law and 
Philosophy.

In May, MICHAEL 

GILBERT presented 
“Optimal Entrench-
ment of Legal Rules” at 
the annual meeting of 
the American Law and 
Economics Association 
in Boston. In June, he 
presented “Insincere 
Evidence,” at the Law 
and Society Association 
conference in Toronto. 
That paper is co-au-
thored with Professor 
Sean Sullivan (Ph.D. 
’11) at the Univer-
sity of Iowa College of 
Law. Gilbert presented 
two papers at the In-
ternational Society of 
Public Law Conference 
in Hong Kong: “Consti-
tutional Law and Eco-
nomics,” co-authored 
with Professor Robert 
Cooter at the Uni-
versity of California, 
Berkeley, and “Active 
Virtues,” co-authored 
with Professor MAURI-

CIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18 at the 
Instituto Tecnológico 
Autónomo de México. 
Gilbert and Guim pre-
sented that same paper 
at UVA in June. 

During the summer, 
Gilbert served as an 
area organizer for the 
2018 meetings of the 
European Association 
of Law and Econom-
ics. In October, he par-
ticipated in the Com-
parative Constitutional 
Law Roundtable at 
James Madison’s Mont-
pelier.

Gilbert, Professor 
DEBORAH HELLMAN, 
and other faculty from 
the University will 
co-lead a new UVA 
Democracy Initiative 
lab called “The Gover-
nance Initiative: Cor-
ruption in Institutions, 
History, and Markets.” 
The lab will promote 
interdisciplinary re-
search and dialogue on 
corruption. 

RISA GOLUBOFF gave 
a paper and partici-
pated in a festschrift 
for Hendrik Hartog at 
Princeton University in 
October. She also deliv-
ered keynote addresses 
to local organizations on 
topics ranging from civil 
rights to the Supreme 
Court.

ANDREW HAYASHI pub-
lished “The Quiet Costs 
of Taxation: Cash Taxes 
and Noncash Bases” in 
the Tax Law Review. 
The article provides a 
framework for quanti-
fying the hardship ex-
perienced by taxpay-
ers who must pay taxes 
on illiquid wealth or 
income. His articles 
“The Effects of Refund 
Anticipation Loans on 
the Use of Paid Prepar-
ers and EITC Take-up” 
and “Tax Avoidance 
and Mergers: Evidence 
from Banks During the 
Financial Crisis” (co-
authored with QUINN 

CURTIS and ALBERT 

CHOI) are under review 
by peer-reviewed jour-
nals. Hayashi received a 
grant from the Lincoln 
Institute for Land Policy 
to study the effects of 
Maryland’s property as-
sessment practices. He 
is currently working on 
“Countercyclical Tax 
Bases,” an empirical 
study of the relationship 
between local tax bases 
and economic resilience 
during the Great Reces-
sion, and “The Law and 
Economics of Bad In-
tentions,” which revisits 
canonical results in the 
law and economics liter-
ature under the assump-
tion that certain actors 
are motivated by animus 
or malice. 

DEBORAH HELLMAN 
published “Liberty, 
Equality, Bribery, and 
Self-Government: Re-
forming the Campaign 
Finance Debate” in “De-
mocracy by the People: 
Reforming Campaign 
Finance in America,” 
edited by Timothy K. 
Kuhner and Eugene 
Mazo (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 2018) and 
“Indirect Discrimina-
tion and the Duty to 
Avoid Compounding 
Injustice,” in “Founda-
tions of Indirect Dis-
crimination Law,” edited 
by Hugh Collins and 
Tarunabh Khaitan (Hart 
Publishing, 2018). Ad-
ditionally, she spoke on 
a panel on “The Future 
of Campaign Finance” 
at a conference on “The 
Constitution and Po-
litical Parties” at Stan-
ford’s Constitutional 
Law Center in May and 
presented her paper 
“Equality of What: De-
fining Algorithmic Fair-
ness” at Dartmouth 
College and at the 10th 
Anniversary Celebration 
of Microsoft Research 
New England. 

A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 
has been named the 
Warner-Booker Distin-
guished Professor of In-
ternational Law. For his 
chair lecture, Howard 
presented on “Constitu-
tional Moments: Run-
nymede, Richmond, 
and Budapest.” In his 
remarks, Howard re-
flected on his personal 
experiences and how 
they have shaped his 
teaching and writing 
about constitutions and 
constitutionalism.

For the University 
of Virginia Women’s 
Club, Howard spoke on 

“Magna Carta’s Ameri-
can Adventure.” Noting 
Justice Anthony Kenne-
dy’s retirement from the 
Supreme Court, Howard 
traced Kennedy’s 
embrace of Magna Carta 
in keeping with the jus-
tice’s commitment to 
the idea of a “living Con-
stitution.”

At a meeting in Char-
lottesville organized 
by OneVirginia2021, 
Howard traced the 
origins and purpose of 
the requirement in the 
Constitution of Vir-
ginia that legislative dis-
tricts be contiguous and 
compact. As efforts to 
counter partisan gerry-
mandering have foun-
dered in the Virginia 
courts, Howard pointed 
to the need to create a 
nonpartisan commis-
sion to take on the job of 
apportionment.

CALE JAFFE ’01 is 
working with a coali-
tion of business and 
community organiza-
tions in Southside Vir-
ginia (the Danville-
Pittsylvania County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Halifax County 
Tourism Authority, 
among them) to submit 
an amicus brief to the 
U.S. Supreme Court in 
support of the com-
monwealth of Virginia 
in Virginia Uranium, 
Inc. v. Warren. Virginia 
Uranium Inc. alleges 
that the federal Atomic 
Energy Act pre-empts 
a Virginia statute that 
bans uranium mining in 
the state. Jaffe’s amicus 
brief seeks to rebut 
these claims, showing 
that Virginia’s mining 
ban was properly 
enacted in 1982 to serve 
legitimate state inter-
ests. TOBY HEYTENS ’00 
is arguing the case in 
chief on behalf of the 
state as solicitor general. 
Jaffe anticipates that 
students in the Environ-
mental and Regulatory 
Law Clinic have been 

studying the case and 
will have the opportu-
nity to travel to Wash-
ington, D.C., to observe 
the oral argument.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK gave 
a lecture to an estimated 
1,600 people at the 
Chautauqua Institution 
in August, on “Free Ex-
ercise of Religion—from 
Martin Luther to Mas-
terpiece Cakeshop.” In 
September, he gave the 
Joseph Smith Lecture 
on Religious Liberty, 
sponsored by UVA’s De-
partment of Religious 
Studies, on “Liberty and 
Justice for All: What 
the Supreme Court Did 
in Masterpiece Cake-
shop,” and the inaugu-
ral Law and Religion 
Lecture at the J. Reuben 
Clark Law School at 
Brigham Young Univer-
sity, on “The Broader 
Implications of Mas-
terpiece Cakeshop.” For 
short versions of these 
lectures, see his blog 
posts on SCOTUSBlog 
(http://bit.ly/laycock-
cakeshop), and Take 
Care (http://bit.ly/lay-
cock-blog), both pub-
lished in June and co-
authored with Thomas 
C. Berg. Laycock and 
Berg filed one of the few 
amicus briefs making 
a free-exercise-of-reli-
gion argument in Mas-
terpiece, and to the sur-
prise of many, the court 
decided the case on 
free-exercise grounds.

The remaining three 
volumes of Laycock’s 
collected writings on 
religious liberty will be 
published in Novem-
ber: “Religious Liberty 
Volume 3—Religious 
Freedom Restoration 
Acts, Same-Sex Mar-
riage Legislation, and 
the Culture Wars”; “Re-
ligious Liberty Volume 
4—Federal Legisla-
tion After the Religious 
Freedom Restoration 
Act, with More on the 
Culture Wars”; and “Re-
ligious Liberty Volume 

5—The Free Speech and 
Establishment Clauses,” 
all from Eerdmans 
Publishing. “Religious 
Liberty Volume 1—Over-
views and History” ap-
peared in 2010, and “Re-
ligious Liberty Volume 
2—The Free Exercise 
Clause,” appeared in 
2011. Also in Novem-
ber, Wolters Kluwer 
will publish the fifth 
edition of his casebook, 
“Modern American 
Remedies: Cases and 
Materials.” This edition 
has a co-author for 
the first time, Richard 
Hasen of the University 
of California, Irvine.

MICHAEL LIVERMORE 
has an article forthcom-
ing in the Harvard Envi-
ronmental Law Review 
with co-author Peter 
Howard of New York 
University, titled “So-
ciopolitical Feedbacks 
and Climate Change.” 
The article explores the 
potential for climate 
change damages to 
affect the social or polit-
ical processes that de-
termine mitigation or 
adaptation levels. The 
paper includes an eco-
nomic model that esti-
mates how these effects 
change estimates of 
the damages caused 
by current emissions. 
With co-author Caro-
line Cecot of George 
Mason University, 
Livermore also has a 
chapter in an upcom-
ing volume, “Perspec-
tives on Environmental 
Law Scholarship: Essays 
on Purpose, Shape and 
Direction,” edited by Ole 
W. Pedersen of New-
castle University, United 
Kingdom, that exam-
ines the role that eco-
nomics has played in 
shaping environmen-
tal law scholarship. An 
additional project with 
MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18, 
who recently took a po-
sition on the law faculty 
of the Instituto Tec-
nológico Autónomo de 

México in Mexico City, 
explores the new global 
trend toward extending 
constitutional rights to 
nonhuman nature. 

In addition to his en-
vironmental law schol-
arship, Livermore has 
several projects in the 
area of computational 
analysis of law. With 
several collaborators, 
Livermore recently 
published “Bending the 
Law: Geometric Tools 
for Quantifying Influ-
ence in the Multinet-
work of Legal Opinions” 
in the journal Artifi-
cial Intelligence and 
Law. That piece exam-
ines how advances in 
machine learning and 
artificial intelligence can 
inform the study and 
practice of law search. 
With frequent collab-
orator Daniel Rock-
more, a math and com-
puter science professor 
at Dartmouth College, 
Livermore is also editing 
a book tentatively titled 
“Law as Data: Compu-
tation, Text, and the 
Future of Legal Analy-
sis,” to be published by 
the Santa Fe Institute 
Press. The book will 
examine the potential 
for new computational 
technologies to affect 
legal scholarship. 

RUTH MASON spent the 
summer in Amster-
dam, at the Interna-
tional Bureau of Fiscal 
Documentation, where 
she was professor-
in-residence. While 
in Europe, she pre-
sented a forthcoming 
law review article on 
state aid at the bureau, 
the Max Planck In-
stitute for Tax Law 
and Public Finance, 
and the Vienna Uni-
versity for Econom-
ics and Business 
Administration. Previ-
ously, Mason partici-
pated with other pro-
fessors in an amicus 
brief that was cited 
by the U.S. Supreme 

GOLUBOFF 
ELECTED TO 
AMERICAN 
ACADEMY OF 
ARTS AND 
SCIENCES
Dean RISA GOLUBOFF, a nation-
ally renowned legal historian, 
was elected a fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences in April.

The academy is an honor-
ary society founded in 1780 
that recognizes achievement 
in the natural sciences, social 
sciences, law, arts and human-
ities. Its 4,900 fellows convene 
to address global challenges.

Goluboff, who became the 
first female dean of UVA Law 
in 2016, is also the first woman 
on the faculty to be elected 
to the academy. She is among 
four people elected this year 
under the law category, in-
cluding U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

Her scholarship and teach-
ing focuses on American 
constitutional and civil rights 
law. She is an affiliated scholar 
at the Miller Center and a 
faculty affiliate at the Carter 
G. Woodson Institute for 
African-American and African 
Studies, both housed at UVA. 
She was elected to the Ameri-
can Law Institute in 2017.

“It’s a privilege to be 
elected to the academy and to 
join such an esteemed group 
of scholars,” Goluboff said. 
“I’m deeply honored. I’m 
also thankful for the support 
the Law School and UVA 
have given me over the years, 
which has been critical to my 
growth as a legal historian and 
scholar.”

—Mike Fox
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Court in South Dakota 
v. Wayfair, the block-
buster decision that 
removed the physical-
presence requirement 
for states to impose sales 
taxes on remote sellers. 
She presented Wayfair 
and its implications for 
the U.S.-EU dispute 
over the taxation of the 
digital economy at the 
University of Amster-
dam in June. Mason 
presented her article 
on the unconstitution-
ality of New York’s tax-
residence rule to the 
state tax section at the 
annual meeting of the 
American Bar Associa-
tion. The article was co-
authored with Michael 
Knoll of the University 
of Pennsylvania.

GREG MITCHELL was re-
cently elected a fellow 
of the Association for 
Psychological Science 
in recognition of his 
sustained outstand-
ing contributions to the 
advancement of psy-
chological science. In 
September, Mitchell 
participated as a pan-
elist in the symposium 
“One Year After Char-
lottesville: Replac-
ing the Resurgence of 
Racism With Recon-
ciliation,” sponsored by 
UVA Law, the school’s 
Center for the Study 
of Race and Law, the 
Carter G. Woodson In-
stitute and the Virginia 
Law Review. Mitch-
ell’s recent publica-
tions include “Com-
paring Categorical and 
Probabilistic Finger-
print Evidence,” with 
Brandon Garrett and 
Nicholas Scurich in 
the Journal of Foren-
sic Sciences and “Judi-
cial Decision Making: 
Individual and Situ-
ational Differences” in 
the book “Psychological 
Science and the Law,” 
edited by Neil Brewer 
and Amy Bradfield 
Douglass. 

JOHN MONAHAN has 
recently published a 
chapter on violence risk 
assessment in criminal 
law in the “Handbook 
of Recidivism Risk 
Assessment” and a 
chapter on violence risk 
assessment in mental 
health law in “The Roots 
of Modern Psychology 
and Law: A Narrative 
History.” The Pretrial 
Risk Management 
Project, which Monahan 
directs for the John 
D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, 
successfully convened 
its first meeting. The 
project fosters dialogue 
among behavioral 
scientists, human rights 
lawyers and statisticians 
fluent in machine 
learning. 

JOHN NORTON MOORE 
reports that in April 
the Center for Oceans 
Law and Policy, which 
Moore directs, spon-
sored a workshop in 
Caplin Pavilion on “The 
Law of the Sea Conven-
tion and U.S. National 
Interests.” The Stock-
ton Center at the U.S. 
Naval War College was 
a co-sponsor. Three 
panels explored topics 
in oceans governance 
and American national 
security and commercial 
interests. The keynote 
speaker was Ambassa-
dor John Negroponte, 
a former U.S. director 
of national intelligence. 
In April, the center also 
sponsored a lecture by 
Damos Agusman, In-
donesia’s directorate 
general of legal affairs 
and international trea-
ties, who spoke on the 
Indonesian approach to 
international law.

The Center for 

Oceans Law and Policy 
held its 42nd annual 
conference in Beijing in 
May. The two-day con-
ference discussed “Co-
operation and Engage-
ment in the Asia Pacific 
Region.” The event was 
co-organized with the 
National Institute for 
South China Sea Studies 
and the Chinese Society 
of International Law. 
A proceedings volume, 
co-edited by Moore, will 
be published later this 
year. “The Marine En-
vironment and United 
Nations Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 14 (Life 
Below Water),” co-ed-
ited by Moore, the pro-
ceedings from the cen-
ter’s recent Indonesian 
conference, is at press.

The Center for 
Oceans Law and Policy 
successfully held the 
23rd session of the 
Rhodes Academy for 
Oceans Law and Policy 
in Greece in July. The 
three-week intensive 
program, taught by 
world-class faculty, at-
tracts students from 
around the globe and is 
organized by the center. 
Moore taught three 
classes at the academy.

The Center for 
National Security Law, 
which Moore also 
directs, held its two-
week 26th National 
Security Law Insti-
tute in June at the Law 
School. Moore taught 
several classes at the in-
stitute. The cosmopoli-
tan class included stu-
dents from nine nations. 
The distinguished in-
structors providing lec-
tures included Peter 
Singer, Robert Chesney, 
Laura Donohue, Spike 
Bowman and Guy 
Roberts. The keynote 
address, held at the 
Rotunda, was given by 
Ambassador Robert 
Gallucci and was titled 
“Nuclear Deterrence in 
the 21st Century.”

In April, the Center 
for National Secu-
rity Law sponsored 
the Bowman Distin-
guished Lecture in In-
telligence and National 
Security Law at the 
Daniel Morgan Gradu-
ate School of National 
Security. Retired Gen. 

MAHONEY NAMED TO 
SEC INVESTOR ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission an-
nounced in May that Professor PAUL G. MAHONEY was ap-
pointed to its Investor Advisory Committee.

Mahoney is one of three new members to the group, 
which represents a wide variety of investor interests, in-
cluding those of individual and institutional investors, 
and state securities commissions.

Members, who serve a four-year term, advise and 
consult with the commission on regulatory priorities; 
issues relating to regulating securities products, trading 
strategies and fee structures, and the effectiveness of 
disclosure; and initiatives to protect investor interests 
and promote investor confidence and the integrity of 
the securities marketplace. 

The Dodd-Frank Act authorizes the committee to 
submit findings and recommendations for review and 
consideration by the commission.

Mahoney is a David and Mary Harrison Distin-
guished Professor of Law. An expert in securities regu-
lation and corporate law, he served as dean of the Law 
School from 2008-16. 

His teaching and research areas also include law and 
economic development, corporate finance, financial 
derivatives and contracts. His book, “Wasting a Crisis: 
Why Securities Regulation Fails,” was published by the 
University of Chicago Press in 2015.

—Mary Wood

Michael Hayden, a 
former U.S. director of 
national intelligence, 
spoke on “2017: Year of 
Disruption, 2018: Year of 
Consequences.”

In June, Moore gave 
a Lifetime Learning 
lecture on “Understand-
ing and Controlling 
War” to UVA alumni. 

In May, TOM NACHBAR 

hosted the inaugural 
meeting of the Stanton 
Series on Liberty and 
Security, a meeting of 
leaders from govern-
ment, civil society, in-
dustry and academia, 
for a candid discussion 
of issues surrounding 
the flow of informa-
tion and national secu-
rity. Shortly after that, 
he hosted the annual 
UVA/International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross workshop on the 
law of armed conflict, 
at which he provided 
an overview of the law 
of armed conflict to the 
group. Over the summer, 
he traveled to Oslo, 
Norway, where he gave 
a talk on the relation-
ship between the law 
of armed conflict and 
international human 
rights law at a sympo-
sium organized by the 
NATO Special Opera-
tions Headquarters, and 
to Münster, Germany, 
where he taught (with 
MICHAEL LIVERMORE) a 
course on current issues 
in American law at the 
Westfälische Wilhelms-
Universität Münster. In 
August, back in Charlot-
tesville, he taught part 
of the Judge Advocate 
General’s Legal Center 
and School’s annual In-
telligence Law Course 
for judge advocates 
and government civil-
ian lawyers. This fall, his 
paper “Antitrust and the 
Politics of State Action” 
(which he presented 
at William & Mary this 
past February) will be 
published in the William 
& Mary Law Review. 

DANIEL ORTIZ, acting 
as counsel of record, 
filed for the Supreme 
Court Litigation Clinic 
a cert petition and cert 
reply in Ahsan v. Staples 
the Office Superstore 
East, Inc., which asks 
whether the Seventh 
Amendment categori-
cally bars appellate 
review of denials of 
motions for a new trail 
made on the grounds 
that the weight of the 
evidence is insufficient 
to support the verdict; 
an opening merits brief 
and merits reply brief in 
Culbertson v. Berryhill, 
which concerns attor-
ney’s fees in social se-
curity cases and which 
he will argue in Novem-
ber; and a supplemen-
tary brief in response 
to the invited brief of 
the United States in 
Pioneer Centres Holding 
Company Stock Owner-
ship Plan and Trust v. 
Alerus Financial, N.A., 
which concerns the 
burden of proof on cau-
sation in ERISA breach-
of-fiduciary-duty 
cases. He also appeared 
before the Solicitor Gen-
eral’s Office to discuss 
the position the United 
States should take in the 
Pioneer Centres case. 

SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH 
came out with an article, 
“Congress as Elephant,” 
in the Virginia Law 
Review. He presented a 
paper on “Synchronic-
ity and Supreme Law” 
at the University of Illi-
nois Constitutional Law 
Colloquium. In May, 
he presented a paper 
at a University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley School 
of Law symposium on 
Amanda Tyler’s new 
book, “Habeas Corpus 

MATTHEW ’87 CHOSEN FOR HEALTH 
DISPARITIES LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
Professor DAYNA BOWEN MATTHEW ’87 has been chosen for a yearlong executive lead-
ership program to develop solutions for eliminating racial and ethnic disparities in 
health care.

Matthew is attending the Disparities Leadership Program, hosted by Massa-
chusetts General Hospital in Boston, with Dr. Tracey Hoke, chief of quality and 
performance improvement at the UVA Health System, and Dr. Cameron Webb, di-
rector of health policy and equity at the UVA School of Medicine.

UVA is just one of 13 organizations selected to participate in this year’s 
program, which brings together leaders from hospitals, health insurance plans 
and other health care organizations from across the nation in a series of meetings.

The UVA team hopes to improve UVA Health System data collection to 
better evaluate patient outcomes while building from a strategic plan that will 
offer physicians recommended measures to improve patient experiences. The 

evidence-based recommendations will be transmitted as part of the LEAN Hospi-
tal Management System, which is currently used to monitor quality of care. 

As a leader in UVA’s health equity efforts, Matthew’s goal is fewer readmissions 
and fewer deaths. The knowledge she brings back will directly benefit patients in 
Charlottesville.

“We are working to enhance the existing hospital management tools,” she said. 
“Our recommendations will be presented with support of existing research and 
new data analysis that we will collect, analyze and report.”

Before joining the UVA Law faculty in 2017, Matthew served on the University 
of Colorado law faculty as a professor, vice dean and associate dean of academic 
affairs. In the public policy sphere, she worked with a law firm partner to found 
the Colorado Health Equity Project, served as the senior adviser to the director of 
the Office of Civil Rights for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and was a 
member of the health policy team for U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow of Michigan.

Since joining UVA Law, Matthew has led the Equity Institute Initiative for the 
Redress of Inequities Through Community Engaged Research as principle inves-
tigator. The group of faculty from more than 15 UVA departments, units and col-
leges is financed by the Office of the UVA Executive Vice President & Provost with 
a $100,000 grant this year.

Matthew is the William L. Matheson and Robert M. Morgenthau Distinguished 
Professor of Law and the F. Palmer Weber Research Professor of Civil Liberties 
and Human Rights.

—Mike Fox and Dan Heuchert
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in Wartime.” In August, 
he delivered the Stra-
nahan Lecture at the 
University of Toledo. In 
September, he attended 
the Yale-Duke Foreign 
Affairs Workshop.

GEORGE RUTHERGLEN 
spent the summer 
working on new edi-
tions of three casebooks,  
“Employment Discrimi-
nation,” “Civil Rights 
Actions” and “Trans-
national Civil Litiga-
tion.” He has also been 
writing articles on civil 
procedure and employ-
ment discrimination.

FREDERICK SCHAUER 
gave a public lecture on 
“Law and Force” at the 
University of Calabria 
in Catanzaro, Italy, in 
April. He presented a 
paper on “On Treating 
Like Cases Unalike” at 
a conference on prec-
edent at the University 
of Richmond, also in 
April. He gave the Allen 
and Overy Lecture at 
the University of Surrey 
in the United Kingdom 
in May with the title 
“But That’s Not Law! 
Changing Conceptions 
of the Valid Sources of 
Law.” He gave a lecture 
on “Sanctions for Acts or 
Sanctions for Actors?” 
at the World Congress 
on Evidential Reason-
ing in Girona, Spain, 
in June. He spoke on 
“Freedom of Speech 
on College Campuses” 
at Wellesley College 
in September. He pre-
sented a paper on 
“Rightful Deprivations 
of Rights” at the Dart-
mouth College Confer-
ence on Law and Philos-
ophy in September. He 
lectured in September 
on “Fuller on Kelsen; 

Fuller and Kelsen” at 
a conference about 
the legal philosophy 
of Hans Kelsen at the 
University of Freiburg, 
Germany. He gave a 
lecture in Toronto in 
October on “Legal Rea-
soning” at the annual ju-
dicial conference of the 
Ontario judiciary.

The French transla-
tion of “Thinking Like 
a Lawyer”—“Penser en 
Juriste”—was published 
in Paris by Dalloz in 
April. “What Counts as 
Law?” was published as 
the Seegers Lecture in 
the Valparaiso Univer-
sity Law Review. “Sta-
tistical (and Non-Statis-
tical) Discrimination” 
was published in the 
“Routledge Handbook 
of the Ethics of Dis-
crimination,” edited by 
Kasper Lippert-Ras-
mussen. “Lawness” 
was published in the 
Washington University 
Law Review. The 2018 
edition of “Leading 
Cases in Constitutional 
Law” (with co-authors 
Jesse Choper, Richard 
Fallon Jr. and Michael 
Dorf ) was published 
during the summer, as 
was the “2018 Supple-
ments to Constitutional 
Law” (with the same co-
authors) and the “2018 
Supplement to The First 
Amendment” (with 
Choper and Dorf ).

RICHARD SCHRAGGER 
appeared on a panel 
dedicated to his book 
“City Power: Urban 
Governance in a Global 
Age” at the Urban 
Affairs Association 
Annual Meeting held 
in Toronto in April. In 
March, he participated 
in a conference at the 
Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center titled 
“Unfinished Business: 
The Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act 80 Years 
Later,” and appeared 
at the Miller Center for 
Public Affairs in a con-
versation about Bruce 

Katz’s new book, “The 
New Localism.” In 
February, he partici-
pated in two Charlot-
tesville events under 
the title “Understand-
ing Local Government,” 
and he was the opening 
keynote speaker for 
the Virginia Munici-
pal League’s Newly 
Elected Officials Con-
ference. His draft “The 
Cost of Conscience,” co-
authored with Nelson 
Tebbe and MICAH 

SCHWARTZMAN ’05, is 
forthcoming in a sym-
posium published by 
the Kentucky Law 
Review. His essay 
“Jews, Not Pagans,” 
co-authored with 
Schwartzman, will 
appear in a San Diego 
Law Review sympo-
sium issue. His article 
“The Attack on Ameri-
can Cities” was pub-
lished in the Texas Law 
Review in May. 

GIL SIEGAL co-authored 
“Beyond Nature? 
Genomic Modifica-
tion and the Future of 
Humanity,” published 
in Law & Contempo-
rary Problems, with 
JULIA MAHONEY. He 
presented “Treating 
Hunger Strikers: Amer-
ican and International 
Dimensions” at the 41st 
Health Law Professors 
Conference at Case 
Western Reserve 
School of Law in Cleve-
land in June.

BARBARA SPELLMAN 
spoke at the UVA Law 
conference “Forensics, 
Statistics and Law” re-
garding “Talking to 
REAL People About 
Forensic Statistics.” An 
edited version of her 
remarks will appear in 

the Virginia Journal of 
Criminal Law. 

She gave two talks 
on the importance of 
teaching, understand-
ing and communicat-
ing scientific informa-
tion, one at the Banbury 
Center meeting on 
“Signals of Trust in 
Science Communica-
tion” and the other at 
the “Causal Cogni-
tion” conference at the 
University of Chicago 
Booth School of Busi-
ness. She published 
a reference chapter 
called “Open Science,” 
with Elizabeth Gilbert 
and Katie Corker, in 
“The Stevens’ Hand-
book of Experimen-
tal Psychology and 
Cognitive Neurosci-
ence.” Spellman also 
co-authored a com-
mentary with Nobel 
Prize winner Daniel 
Kahneman about the 
recent past changes 
in scientific practices, 
and predictions about 
future scientific prac-
tices, in response to the 
so-called “replication 
crisis.” It is titled “What 
the Replication Refor-
mation Wrought” and 
appears in Behavioral 
and Brain Sciences.

A. BENJAMIN SPENCER 
has published the fifth 
edition of his widely 
used casebook, “Civil 
Procedure: A Contem-
porary Approach.” 
Also, his article “Sub-
stance, Procedure, and 
the Rules Enabling Act” 
was accepted for pub-
lication by the UCLA 
Law Review.

In May, PAUL 

STEPHAN ’77 gave a 
lecture at Sapienza 
University in Rome on 

the meaning of self-de-
fense and the right to 
use force under inter-
national law. In August, 
his article, “Inferences 
of Judicial Lawmaking 
Power and the Law of 
Nations,” was published 
in the Georgetown Law 
Journal. 

GREGG STRAUSS will 
publish “What’s Wrong 
with Obergefell” in the 
Cardozo Law Review 
this December. He 
argues that the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s same-
sex marriage opinion 
violates norms of public 
reason by glorifying 
marriage in ways that 
insult nonmarital fami-
lies. This fall he pre-
sented “What Role 
Remains for De Facto 
Parenthood” at the 
University of Illinois 
College of Law faculty 
workshop series, the 
Constitutional Law 
Colloquium at Loyola 
University Chicago 
School of Law and the 
Junior Faculty Work-
shop at Marquette Uni-
versity Law School. In 
June, he served as co-
chair of and presented 
at the Family Law 
Scholars and Teach-
ers Conference, held at 
the Yeshiva University 
Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law, and the 
Mid-Atlantic Junior 
Faculty Forum, held at 
the University of Rich-
mond School of Law. 

ANDREW VOLLMER ’78 
wrote “Accusers as Ad-
judicators in Agency 
Enforcement Pro-
ceedings,” forthcom-
ing in the University of 
Michigan Journal of 
Law Reform. The topic 
of the paper is a 2016 

Supreme Court deci-
sion, Williams v. Penn-
sylvania, that strongly 
signaled that the Due 
Process Clause prohib-
its a commissioner at 
the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
or similar federal en-
forcement agency from 
voting to initiate an ad-
ministrative enforce-
ment case and later 
sitting as an adjudicator 
to review an adminis-
trative law judge deci-
sion in the same case.

G. EDWARD WHITE’S 

book, “Law in Ameri-
can History, Volume 
III, 1930-2000,” is now 
in production with 
Oxford University 
Press, and publication 
is expected sometime 
in 2019. He expects the 
following papers to be 
published during the 
academic year: “A Lost 
Search for a Generic 
Tort Action Protecting 
‘Peace of Mind,’” in the 
Journal of Tort Law; 
“Looking Backward 
and Forward at the Sus-
pension Clause,” in the 
Michigan Law Review; 
and “The Puzzle of the 
Dignitary Torts,” with 
KENNETH S. ABRAHAM, 
in the Cornell Law 
Review. 

In August, The Wash-
ington Post published 
GEORGE YIN’S “Five 
Myths About Presi-
dent Trump’s Income 
Tax Returns.” Among 
other things, the op-ed 
responded to calls to 
enact new legislation 
to mandate disclosure 
of the president’s tax 
returns and possibly 
clear up some of the 
mysteries surrounding 
his Helsinki summit 

with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. 
Yin explained that any 
legislative effort—re-
quiring action in both 
houses and possibly 
having to overcome a 
Senate filibuster and 
presidential veto—was 
entirely unnecessary 
since the congressional 
tax committees already 
had authority to obtain 
the president’s returns, 
conduct an investiga-
tion and release them 
for possible disclo-
sure to the public (all 
without the president’s 
consent). With the Re-
publicans holding a 
mere one-vote majority 
in the Senate Finance 
Committee, there 
would not need to be 
much bipartisan agree-
ment for the authority 
to be exercised.

Yin and Duke law 
professor Lawrence 
Zelenak organized a 
symposium issue pub-
lished in 2018 for Law 
and Contemporary 
Problems on “The Past, 
Present, and Future of 
the Federal Tax Leg-
islative Process.” The 
two prepared a fore-
word introducing all of 
the articles, including 
Yin’s “Crafting Struc-
tural Tax Legislation 
in a Highly Polarized 
Congress.” His article 
explained how and why 
changes in the tax leg-
islative process, par-
ticularly the greater 
dominance of partisan 
legislators and staffers 
during the past 25 to 
30 years, have made it 
more difficult to enact 
structural tax legisla-
tion designed to pre-
serve the coherence 
of existing law and 
improve its efficiency, 
equity or administra-
bility. Yin presented a 
draft of the article to a 
group of tax academ-
ics at the fourth annual 
UVA Invitational Tax 
Conference held in 
Charlottesville.

Yin also published 
“How the Byrd Rule 
Might Have Killed the 
2017 Tax Bill … and 
Why It Didn’t” in the 
August issue of the 
American Bar Associa-
tion’s Tax Times. This 

article briefly explained 
how a little-known 
aspect of a little-known 
budget law might 
have—and perhaps 
should have—scuttled 
completely the major 
tax bill passed by Con-
gress at the end of 2017. 
With co-author Karen 
Burke, Yin completed 
supplements to their 
corporate and partner-
ship tax casebooks to 
describe the many im-
portant (and confusing) 
changes made by the 
new law.

Yin participated in 
two programs at the 
Association of Ameri-
can Law Schools 2018 
Annual Meeting held in 
San Diego: “Congres-
sional Procedure, Poli-
tics, and Power,” spon-
sored by the Committee 
on Legislation & Law 
of the Political Process, 
and “Tax Legislation 
in the 115th Congress,” 
sponsored by the Com-
mittee on Taxation. He 
also joined a May panel 
on “The Byrd Rule and 
the Tax Legislative 
Process,” sponsored by 
the Tax Policy and Sim-
plification Committee 
of the ABA Tax Section 
in Washington, D.C., 
with his contribution 
forming the basis of the 
article published in Tax 
Times.

Finally, Yin chaired 
a faculty committee 
that helped prepare the 
Law School’s self-as-
sessment report in con-
nection with the ABA’s 
reaccreditation site visit 
in 2018. In addition, 
during the fall, he was 
shocked to discover a 
very distant relation-
ship with W.W. Yen, a 
distinguished diplo-
mat who served as both 
foreign and prime min-
ister of China during 
the first half of the 20th 
century. Yen was UVA’s 
first Chinese student 
and first international 
student to earn a bach-
elor’s degree, and the 
discovery arose when 
the University decided 
to name one of the 
buildings in its Inter-
national Residential 
College after Yen.

TEAM CO-LED BY STEPHAN ’77 
COMPLETES FOREIGN RELATIONS 
LAW RESTATEMENT
Professor PAUL STEPHAN ’77 saw six years of work as a coordinating reporter for 
the American Law Institute come to fruition in October when ALI published its 
fourth restatement of foreign relations law. Stephan was a leader in the effort to 
compile the tome.

Restatements are authoritative and influential reference books on judicial de-
cision-making and legal practice. While not carrying the same weight as statutes 
and legal precedents, restatements often inform judicial decisions and are com-

piled by prominent 
legal scholars working 
under the auspices of 
the ALI.

“The Restate-
ment (Fourth) of the 
Foreign Relations Law 
of the United States” 
addresses jurisdiction, 
the domestic effect of 
treaties and sovereign 
immunity, among 
other topics. 

The scholarship 
is partly intended to 
inform judges about 
the international 
repercussions of past 
decisions and partly 
to educate foreign 
policymakers and 
academics about the 
specifics of the U.S. 
legal system, Stephan 
said. 

“The focus is more 
on process than 
particular substantive 
outcomes,” he said. 
“We look at topics 
such as institutional 
capacity, in part so 
observers can tell the 

difference between the job of a particular actor—such as the judiciary—and the 
considered policy of the United States with respect to the rest of the world.”

Stephan is an expert on international business, international dispute resolution 
and comparative law, with an emphasis on Soviet and post-Soviet legal systems. 
He is the John C. Jeffries, Jr., Distinguished Professor of Law and the John V. Ray 
Research Professor of Law at UVA.

Stephan shared coordinating reporter duties with Sarah Cleveland of Columbia 
Law School and worked with six additional reporters. All of the reporters were 
accomplished academics with diverse viewpoints and knowledge of languages 
such as Russian, Chinese, French and German.

The third restatement was published in 1987, and Stephan said much has 
changed in the field of international law: “There is a lot more law.” 

In September, Stephan received the Law School’s Roger and Madeleine 
Traynor Faculty Achievement Award, which recognizes scholarship by a senior 
faculty member, partly for his work on the restatement. “Paul’s scholarly career 
is marked by distinction in every respect—in his publications, the impact of his 
scholarly endeavors on the law, and in his actual public service as a legal adviser,” 
Dean RISA GOLUBOFF said.

The next Sokol Colloquium at the Law School, to be held Jan. 11-12, will focus 
on the fourth restatement, and will include advisers to the project and leading 
specialists in foreign relations law.

—Mike Fox
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IN MEMORIAM: GORDON HYLTON ’77
LEGAL HISTORIAN AND NGSL CO-FOUNDER
Professor J. GORDON HYLTON, a legal historian and prop-
erty expert at the Law School, died May 2 from complica-
tions due to cancer treatment. He was 65.

Hylton, a 1977 Law School graduate who co-founded 
UVA’s North 
Grounds Softball 
League, returned 
to his alma mater 
in 2015 to join the 
faculty full-time.

“We are heartbro-
ken to lose one of our 
own,” Dean Risa Gol-
uboff said. “Gordon 
was a legend at the 
Law School for his 
tremendous knowl-
edge of our history, 
for his love of sharing 
stories from the civil 
rights era, and for his 
warmth and gener-
osity. Whether the 
conversation was 
about African-Amer-
ican lawyers or how 
softball influenced 
the social scene at 
UVA, I would in-
evitably walk away 
with a deeper un-
derstanding of our 
shared culture and 
history.”

Hylton died sur-
rounded by family 
and friends. He was 
able to witness and 
share in an impor-
tant moment in 
his daughter’s life 
before he died.

“Gordon was able 
to participate in his daughter’s wedding at the hospital,” 
Goluboff said. “All of his children, several cousins, some 
close friends and the groom’s parents were all present.”

She added that Hylton was able to speak to several Law 
School classmates and to receive cards and well wishes 

from students, faculty and staff before his death.
Hylton was a beloved instructor celebrated for his 

teaching style, having won numerous awards during his 
two-decade career at Marquette University Law School, 

and before that, 
the Chicago-Kent 
College of Law at 
the Illinois Institute 
of Technology.

In addition to his 
law degree, Hylton 
earned a master’s 
from UVA as one 
of the first gradu-
ates of the J.D.-M.A. 
program in history. 
He would later earn 
a Ph.D. in the history 
of American civiliza-
tion from Harvard 
University. He 
majored in history 
and English litera-
ture as an under-
graduate at Oberlin 
College.

Historical re-
search—and sharing 
a good yarn with 
others—meant ev-
erything to him.

“I like the inter-
changes with stu-
dents in class, and 
I like having the 
freedom to pursue 
topics that interest 
me,” he once said in 
a Law School Q&A 
about why he loved 
his job.

Hylton’s legal 
writing often 

focused on the history of lawyers, civil rights and sports. 
Before his passing, he had been working on several proj-
ects, including a history of the Law School and research 
on Virginia’s black lawyers.

—Eric Williamson

VITA

  HYLTON, front-row center, with 2017 North Grounds Softball League invitational participants.
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UNIVERSITY 
OF TOKYO 
PROFESSOR 
ELECTED 
TO WORLD 
COURT

Yuji Iwasawa S.J.D. ’97
THESE ARE TROUBLED TIMES FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. A rising tide of na-
tionalism and populism in many parts of the world has called into question the value of in-
ternational institutions and agreements that have largely defined the postwar world order.

Yuji Iwasawa S.J.D. ’97 rises to their defense. The Japanese jurist, recently elected to 
a seat on the International Court of Justice, the United Nations’ principal judicial body, 
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International 

Law  
emphasizes the importance of international 
law and, by extension, the institutions that 
uphold it.

“International law sets very important 
rules that states should comply with,” he 
said in a telephone interview from Tokyo. 
“It’s a very important tool to maintain order 
in an international society. We should safe-
guard that. It serves the purposes of all 
countries to support international law.”

Iwasawa was elected in June to one of 15 
seats on the court. He is the first Law School 
graduate to serve as a judge on the court 
since former UVA Law Dean Hardy Cross 
Dillard ’27 during the 1970s.

Candidates are nominated by national 
groups represented on the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration. Iwasawa, who was 
nominated by his home country of Japan 
as well as 41 other countries, including 
the United States, received 184 of 193 pos-
sible votes in the U.N. General Assembly 
and all 15 votes in the Security Council. He 
will serve the remainder of his predeces-
sor’s nine-year term, which runs until Feb. 
5, 2021.

Sometimes known as the World Court, 
the International Court of Justice sits at 
the Peace Palace in The Hague, the Neth-
erlands. It is the only one of the six princi-
pal organs of the U.N. not headquartered in 
New York. The ICJ resolves disputes sub-
mitted by member states, and its rulings 
are binding on the states involved. In 
2010, Iwasawa appeared before the ICJ as 
counsel for Japan in a dispute with Austra-

lia over whaling in the 
Antarctic. 

The court also gives 
advisory opinions on 
legal questions sub-
mitted by either the 
General Assembly or 
the Security Council. In 
1996, for example, the 
court issued an advi-
sory opinion in a ques-
tion referred to it by the 
General Assembly. The 
court stated that inter-
national law does not 
ban the possession or 
use of nuclear weapons, 
and that such weapons 
may be used in national 
self-defense. (The ICJ 
does not hear criminal 
cases, which are heard 
by the International 
Criminal Court.)

Prior to his election, 
Iwasawa was a profes-
sor of international law 

at the University of Tokyo, but he has a long 
record of service in various global forums.

He has served as chair of the U.N.’s 
Human Rights Committee, a group of 
experts that monitors compliance with 
the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, and as a member of both 
the U.N.’s Permanent Forum on Indige-
nous Issues and the Permanent Group of 
Experts under the World Trade Organiza-
tion’s Agreement on Subsidies. In addition, 
among many other honors, he has served as 
president of the Japanese Society of Inter-
national Law, vice chair of the International 
Law Association, and judge and vice presi-
dent of the Asian Development Bank’s Ad-
ministrative Tribunal in Manila, the Philip-
pines.

Iwasawa, who has written or contributed 
to 10 books in Japanese and five more in 
English dealing with international law and 

organizations, has been a visiting fellow at 
the Lauterpacht Research Center for Inter-
national Law in Cambridge, England, and a 
lecturer at The Hague Academy of Interna-
tional Law. 

The S.J.D. is the most advanced degree 
offered by the Law School. Also known as 
the Doctor of Juridical Science, it generally 
attracts aspiring academics, but Iwasawa 
was already an associate law professor at 
Osaka City University when he arrived in 
Charlottesville on a Fulbright scholarship, 
in the fall of 1984. He previously earned an 
LL.B. from the University of Tokyo and an 
LL.M. from Harvard Law School.

Iwasawa said he chose UVA in order to 
study with the late professor Richard B. 
Lillich, a recognized expert on international 
and human rights law.

“He was doing things that I was very in-
terested in. I really learned a lot,” Iwasawa 
recalled. 

Like generations of UVA law students 
before and since, he lived in apartments on 
Barracks Road and in Copeley Hill, with his 
wife and their baby. “I had a very good time 
in Charlottesville.”  

Returning to Japan to teach international 
law, Iwasawa finished his dissertation, “The 
Impact of International Law on Japanese 
Law: Revolution or Accommodation?” a 
decade later.

Professor John Norton Moore, the 
Walter L. Brown Professor of Law and di-
rector of the Center for National Security 
Law and Center for Oceans Law and Policy, 
remembered Iwasawa as an “extraordi-
nary student” and a “superb” international 
lawyer. “Professor Lillich thought the world 
of him.” 

Echoing his former student, Moore also 
insisted that international law remains as 
important today as ever.

“It’s essential,” Moore said. “It will always 
be essential.”

 —Mark F. Bernstein ’89

“IT SERVES THE PURPOSES OF ALL COUNTRIES TO SUPPORT INTERNATIONAL LAW.”

❱ Members of the 
International Court 

of Justice in the 
Peace Palace

❱ The Peace Palace, 
the seat of the 

International Court 
of Justice
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Court, with one published dissent, de-
clined to review that decision, and Smith 
filed a writ of certiorari with the U.S. 
Supreme Court in October. 

Though perhaps the most colorful, the 
case is hardly the only high-profile matter 
Smith has handled since founding her Los 
Angeles–based firm, Howarth & Smith, 
in 1985. She has represented professional 
football players in an antitrust suit against 
the NFL, families of 9/11 victims in a suit 
against Osama bin Laden, and the Vatican 
Library in a $100 million breach-of-con-
tract claim. The National Law Journal has 
named Smith one of the top 10 litigators in 
the United States.

That experience has helped 
Smith become an expert on 
sizing up potential cases and 
clients, expertise she distilled 
into a co-authored book, “Case 
Assessment and Evaluation,” 
and a series of web videos on 
Legal Counselor. The book has 
been very successful; more than 
once, Smith says, she has seen it 
on a judge’s shelf when she has 
gone into a conference. 

Smith and her husband, Don Howarth, 
started Howarth & Smith two years after 
she began as an associate at Gibson, Dunn 
& Crutcher. Before law school, she worked 
on Capitol Hill as a legislative assistant to 
Alabama Sen. Howell Heflin. She gradu-
ated summa cum laude from Boston Uni-
versity and earned an M.Phil. from Oxford 
University. She is an honorary member 
of the Law School Foundation Board of 
Trustees.

Smith acknowledges that her petition 
for Supreme Court review is a longshot, 
but is undeterred. 

“It is very important to Olivia de Havil-
land that we see this all the way through,” 
she said. “They’re going to have to shoot 
us dead before we give up.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Suzelle Smith ’83 
NOW HERE’S A CLIENT MEETING FOR YOU. In June 2017, Suzelle Smith ’83 met with 
Olivia de Havilland, the 102-year-old, two-time Oscar-winning best actress, most widely 
known as Melanie from “Gone with the Wind.” Smith had known de Havilland for more 
than 25 years and had advised her on some legal matters, but this was more of a social call.

Over champagne and canapés in de Havilland’s Paris apartment, Smith brought up 
“Feud: Bette and Joan,” the docudrama about actresses Bette Davis and Joan Crawford 
produced by FX Network. The show depicted de Havilland as a foul-mouthed gossip. 

“I asked her,” Smith said via email, “as the only living person who participated in the 
real events: (1) Did you help in the writing of ‘Feud’; (2) did you consent to FX using your 
name and persona; and (3) did you say those things portrayed in the film?” 

“No, no and no—can we sue?” de Havilland replied. So sue they did.
Their claim, alleging that the show’s creators portrayed de Havilland in a false light 

and used her likeness without compensation, provoked opposition from some of Hol-
lywood’s big hitters, including the Motion Picture Association of America. Although 
the trial court denied a defense motion to dismiss the claim, the state court of appeals 
reversed in what Smith described as a “pro-industry” decision. The California Supreme 

Shooting 
Her 

Good Side 

ENTERTAINMENT LAWYER 
LOBBIES THE SUPREME 
COURT ON BEHALF OF 
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND
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During his 30-year career, he has handled 
all manner of jury trials, arbitrations and 
settlement negotiations, occasionally taking 
on non-business matters. In 2013, he won 
Wilbur v. City of Mount Vernon, the class-ac-
tion civil rights suit by misdemeanor defen-
dants who said they were not granted their 
Sixth Amendment right to counsel because 
of shoddy public defense. The ACLU sup-
ported the challenge. 

U.S. District Court Judge Robert Lasnik 
found in his verdict that “the individual de-
fendant is not represented in any meaning-
ful way, and actual innocence could conceiv-
ably go unnoticed and unchampioned.”

The case resulted in court-ordered super-
vision and reforms in the defense system.

Seattle is about as far as one can get, 
geographically and culturally, from the 
small town of Rembert, South Carolina, 
where Williams grew up. “It was such a 
rural place,” he said in a 2006 interview for 
the magazine Washington Super Lawyers. 
“People just had to pull together to help the 
suffering.” 

Williams attended UVA after graduat-
ing with honors from The Citadel on an Air 
Force ROTC scholarship. After serving for 

four years in the Judge Advo-
cate General’s Corps, he joined 
Perkins Coie. In fact, Williams 
is one of that vanishing breed 
of lawyer who has spent his 
entire career with the same 
firm. “I’m a dinosaur,” he said. 

His new responsibilities 
as managing partner require 

Williams to oversee all administrative 
matters relating to the firm’s 315-lawyer 
Seattle office, including marketing and 
hiring. It’s a big responsibility while trying 
to maintain at least a somewhat normal 
caseload. 

“It means my day is a little long,” Williams 
said, “but practicing law is a labor of love.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

James F. Williams ’88 
BEING TAPPED TO RUN AN OFFICE FOR A LARGE INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM CARRIES 

WITH IT A SIGNIFICANT DOWNSIDE: It pulls the new managing partner away from practic-
ing law. James F. Williams ’88, the managing partner of Perkins Coie’s Seattle office, is deter-
mined to resist. 

“I’m still very much in the game of practicing law,” he said. “I am fighting mightily.” An 
accomplished trial lawyer, Williams also chairs the firm’s business litigation practice, repre-
senting several of the Seattle area’s corporate giants. 

PARTNER WHO TAKES 
CARE OF BUSINESS 
HAS ALSO HELPED 
THE DEFENSELESS

‘Fighting 
Mightily’ 
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and led the business advisory cabinet for 
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick, before 
becoming Bentley’s president in 2007. 

Larson credited millennials—people 
born generally between the early 1980s 
and late 1990s—for her decision to pursue 
a college presidency. The story began on 
a recruiting trip to UVA while she was 
at Foley Hoag. In returning to her alma 
mater, where she had been socially con-
scious and helped found Virginia Law 
Women, she was struck by millennials’ 
commitment to what she calls “the triple 
bottom line”: planet, people and profit. 

“I found that they were the first gener-
ation that talked as much about the Peace 

Corps and Teach For America as 
they did about entering life with a 
big law firm,” she said. 

When the Bentley job became 
available, the thought of investing 
more in helping the younger gen-
eration intrigued her.

At Bentley, Larson took over a 
regionally recognized business 
school and turned it into a nation-
ally ranked university. She pushed 
a “fused” curriculum that inte-

grated business disciplines with the liberal 
arts. Larson also emphasized early career 
planning, student life, and addressing the 
challenges female students and women 
face in today’s business world. In 2011, the 
school launched its Center for Women 
and Business and, upon her retirement, 
renamed it in Larson’s honor. 

Now, after several whirlwind decades, 
Larson intends to enjoy her professional 
break.

“Do I think at some point it’s going to 
hit me that I no longer have something 
that wakes me up at 4 a.m.?” she asked. 
“I think it will—but not in an unpleasant 
way.”

—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Gloria Cordes Larson ’77 
FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE SHE GRADUATED FROM THE LAW SCHOOL FOUR DECADES 

AGO, GLORIA CORDES LARSON ’77 WILL NOT HAVE A FULL-TIME JOB THIS FALL. For the 
time being, at least, that suits her fine. 

Larson, who recently stepped down as president of Bentley University in Waltham, 
Massachusetts, after 11 years, is happily splitting her time between family homes on Cape 
Cod and in Charleston, South Carolina. Other than spending time with her husband, 
Allen, and their three rambunctious Labrador retrievers, she said her immediate plans 
are “unpacking the boxes that are in front of me!” 

Life actually is a little busier than that; Larson will also spend time this coming aca-
demic year as president-in-residence at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, a 
part-time post. “It’s a great opportunity to share my experiences,” she said, “because I 
was such a nontraditional president.”

Indeed, Larson did not take the usual route to the top in academia. She worked at the 
Federal Trade Commission; was Massachusetts secretary of consumer affairs and busi-
ness regulation, and then secretary of economic affairs under Gov. William Weld; prac-
ticed law and co-chaired the Government Strategies Group at Boston-based Foley Hoag; 

FORMER BENTLEY 
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 
EMBRACES THE CALM 
BETWEEN RECENT, 
UPCOMING ROLES 

A Helping 
Hand to 

Millennials
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1953
WILLIAM M. SCAIFE JR. 

died on May 22 in Fred-
ericksburg, Va. He at-
tended Tufts University, 
where he met his future 
wife, Sylvia Hall. He 
went to law school on a 
Navy ROTC scholarship. 
Upon graduation he 
was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, and 
then married. After he 
completed active duty, 
the couple returned to 
Fredericksburg, where 
Scaife immersed himself 
in community and civic 
activities. He served 
on the City Council, 
the board of the rescue 
squad, and the vestry 
of Trinity Episcopal 
Church. In the 1960s, 
he served on the Fred-
ericksburg Biracial 
Commission and was 
a founding member of 
Hazel Hill Apartments, 
the first nonprofit in Vir-
ginia to receive Housing 
and Urban Develop-
ment funds. Over the 
course of his 50-year 
career, Scaife made 
many friends and gained 
the respect and loyalty 
of numerous clients, 
his family reports. He 
remained an officer in 
the Marine Reserves; in 
1982 he took a sabbati-
cal from his law prac-
tice and spent a year 
on active duty working 
out of the Navy Yard 
in Arlington, Va. Scaife 
helped rewrite the Sol-
diers and Sailors Relief 
Act, the key law detail-
ing protections given to 
Reservists and National 
Guard members when 
recalled to active duty. 
After retiring from the 
Marine Corps Reserve 
as a colonel in 1985, 
he remained involved 
in military-related ac-
tivities, most recently 
serving on the board 
of the Families of the 
Wounded, an organiza-
tion that raises money 
to help meet the acute, 
unmet needs of the fam-
ilies of wounded service 
members. 

JOHN W. WARNER was 
presented with the 2018 

Gerald R. Ford Medal 
for Distinguished Public 
Service by Michael Ford, 
son of President Ford 
and chair of the Gerald 
R. Ford Presidential 
Foundation, at a cer-
emony in June. Warner 
received the honor for 
his years of dedica-
tion and service to his 
country, including as 
U.S. senator represent-
ing Virginia.

1960
T. MAXFIELD BAHNER re-
ceived the 2018 Ameri-
can Inns of Court Pro-
fessionalism Award 
for the Sixth Circuit. 
Bahner is senior counsel 
with Chambliss, Bahner 
and Stophel in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., where his 
practice concentrates on 
complex litigation. The 
American Inns of Court 
Professionalism Awards 
are presented each year, 
in participating federal 
circuits, to a lawyer or 
judge whose life and 
practice display sterling 
character and unques-
tioned integrity, coupled 
with ongoing dedication 
to the highest standards 
of the legal profession 
and the rule of law. 

RICHARD SILVER is “de-
lighted to report” that 
Silver Golub & Teitell 
just celebrated its 40th 
anniversary. Silver is 
actively working and 
trying cases in Stam-
ford, Conn.

1962
EDWARD MINOR PRINCE, 
senior counsel and 
trademark specialist 
of Alston & Bird, club 
athlete, and devoted 
husband, father and 
grandfather, died on 
April 20 from com-
plications of multiple 
myeloma at Suburban 

Hospital in Bethesda, 
Md. He was 80.

A lifelong Washing-
tonian, born on May 3, 
1937, the first son of his 
Alabama-born father 
and Connecticut-born 
mother, “Ted” embod-
ied Southern charm and 
Northern efficiency, ac-
cording to family and 
friends.

He was raised on the 
fairways of the Chevy 
Chase Club and seldom 
strayed. He attended 
Woodbury Forest 
School, Yale University 
and UVA Law School—
alternating between his 
Southern and Northern 
roots. While at Wood-
bury and Yale, he ex-
celled at sports. He 
played on the varsity 
tennis and squash teams 
at Yale—winning a na-
tional championship in 
1958. He held two sig-
nificant country club 
records (unlikely to 
be matched): winning 
all three of the tennis, 
golf and paddle tennis 
club championships at 
the Chevy Chase Club 
throughout his 20s and 
30s and, at 74, winning 
the senior club cham-
pionships at all three 
of his clubs in a single 
year: Ponte Vedra, 
Baker Hill and Chevy 
Chase. Despite all these 
records, according to 
his family, his fiercest 
competition was always 
left to playing against 
his father, his sons, his 
son-in-law or his sons’ 
friends—25 or 30 years 
his junior—where his 
competitive drive was 
on display the most, 
especially if $2 was on 
the line.

After law school, he 
served in the Army. He 
married his law school 
sweetheart, Sally Ma-
thiasen, moved back to 
Chevy Chase, practiced 
intellectual property law 
and began a family.

He helped raise three 
children—Jackie, Ted 
Jr. and Christian, who 
all attended Yale Uni-
versity. On Feb. 17, 1991, 
Christian—a Yale sopho-
more and All-American 
lacrosse player—was 
murdered walking home 
on a Saturday night in 
New Haven, Conn.

Later that year, Prince 
testified in front of Con-
gress in an emotional 
plea to pass the Brady 
Bill for gun control. 

The Connecticut Bar 
Association honored 
JAMES A. WADE with the 
Edward F. Hennessey 
Professionalism Award 
during the organiza-
tion’s annual awards 
celebration in the fall. 
Wade is a member of 
Robinson+Cole’s busi-
ness litigation group in 
Hartford and has tried 
numerous criminal and 
civil cases across the 
United States during 
his legal career, which 
spans five decades. The 
award honors a member 
of the Connecticut Bar 
whose career has mani-
fested a dedication to 
the highest ideals and 
standards of the legal 
profession. 

Wade was recently 
recognized in Chambers 
USA in Connecticut 
for white-collar crime 
and government 
investigations.

1963
MICHAEL A. BANDER 
attended a ceremony 
where the Judge BOYCE 

F. MARTIN JR. Unsung 
Hero Award was given 
to Alden Sproul of 
Bristol, Maine. The 
award is sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Dam-
ariscotta-Newcastle and 
is given biennially to 
acknowledge and cel-
ebrate those who have 
made unselfish, unac-
knowledged and uncele-
brated contributions. 

WILLIAM T. WILSON was 
named to the Virginia 
Lawyers Weekly Hall of 
Fame. Wilson practices 
with Wilson, Updike 
& Nicely in Coving-
ton, Va., and has tried 
a multitude of cases, 

both criminal and civil, 
in his 50-year career, as 
well as one case involv-
ing whether to build the 
Garthright Dam. Wilson 
considers his service to 
others the highlight of 
his career thus far. That 
list includes: serving on 
the Virginia State Bar 
Council several times; as 
chairman of the Senior 
Lawyers Conference; as 
chairman of the Confer-
ence of Local Bar Asso-
ciations; and in the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates 
from 1974 through 1989.
  

1964

GRAHAM D. HOLDING JR. 

is the inaugural winner 
of the North Carolina 
Bar Association Estate 
Planning & Fiduciary 
Law Section’s Distin-
guished Service Award. 
The section has also es-
tablished the Graham D. 
Holding Jr. Justice Fund 
with the North Carolina 
Bar Foundation Endow-
ment in his honor.

The award honors an 
estate planning attor-
ney who has made sig-
nificant contributions 
to the legal practice, its 
practitioners and the 
public; has exhibited the 
upmost professionalism 
and high character; and 
has provided service to 
the Estate Planning & 
Fiduciary Law Section.

Holding has been a 
member of the section 
since its creation in 1979 
and has been extensively 
involved in its legislative 
committee. He is co-au-
thor of two popular re-
sources for North Caro-
lina attorneys: the BB&T 
Estate Planning Forms 
Manual and the docu-
ment assembly software 
program MenuForms 
for North Carolina 
Estate Planners.

In celebration of 
his accomplishments, 
Holding’s colleagues 
in the section raised 
more than $50,000 for 

the justice fund in his 
honor. Justice funds 
support endowment-
funded programs and 
projects that promote 
access to justice, civic 
education, service 
through the profession 
and professionalism.

Holding has prac-
ticed estate planning, 
trust and estate adminis-
tration, and taxation law 
with Robinson Brad-
shaw in Charlotte for 
29 years. 

GILBERT P. WRIGHT JR. is 
enjoying retirement in 
Jacksonville, Fla., after 
closing his downtown 
law office in 2015. He 
keeps young by running 
a youth sailing club and 
said he is fortunate in 
that both he and his 
wife Nancy are in good 
health. 
  

1967

J. RUDY AUSTIN was 
named to the Virginia 
Lawyers Hall of Fame, 
a Virginia Lawyers 
Weekly awards program 
designed to recognize 
the state’s most signifi-
cant senior lawyers. 

Austin has been a 
leader of Virginia bar 
associations, serving 
as president of the 
Roanoke Bar Associa-
tion and the Virginia 
Association of Defense 
Attorneys, and as chair 
of the Sixth District 
Ethics Committee and 
the Virginia State Bar 
Disciplinary Board. 
In 2007, he received 
the Virginia Associa-
tion of Defense Attor-
ney’s highest honor—the 
Award for Excellence 
in Civil Litigation. He 
is a fellow in the Amer-
ican College of Trial 
Lawyers, the Ameri-
can Bar Foundation and 
the Virginia Law Foun-
dation. He was also an 
emeritus master of the 
bench in the Ted Dalton 

American Inn of Court. 
Austin recently 

retired from his posi-
tion as a senior litigation 
partner at Gentry Locke. 
In a career that began 
in 1967, Austin’s experi-
ence includes the prac-
tice areas of insurance 
defense, insurance cov-
erage, workers’ compen-
sation, construction and 
legal ethics. 
  

1971

RICHARD A. FISHER 
joined HunterMaclean 
in Savannah, Ga., as 
special counsel for the 
corporate law, mergers 
and acquisitions, and 
business transactions 
groups. Fisher has more 
than 40 years of experi-
ence and comes to Sa-
vannah from a law firm 
in Boston, where he 
served as chief execu-
tive officer and chair-
man of two public com-
panies and as general 
counsel of several 
private and public 
companies. Fisher has 
served as counsel for 
multiple companies 
from inception through 
exit and has operational 
and legal experience in 
the aerospace, defense, 
advanced materials, 
sporting goods, energy, 
education, structured 
finance, clothing, bev-
erage and food indus-
tries, in addition to 
others. 

JIM ROTCH joined 
Maynard Cooper as 
a shareholder in the 
corporate, securities 
and tax practice group 
and has more than 45 
years of experience as 
a transaction lawyer 
and business counselor. 

IN MEMORIAM: MIKE SLIVE ’65
GAME CHANGER IN COLLEGE ATHLETICS
MIKE SLIVE ’65, who transformed 
the landscape of college sports as 
commissioner of the Southeastern 
Conference, died May 16 in 
Birmingham, Ala. He was 77.

The Utica, N.Y., native was named 
SEC commissioner in 2002, after 
serving as founding commissioner of 
the Great Midwest Conference starting 
in 1991 and then Conference USA 
starting in 1995.

Slive was the driving force behind 
the four-team College Football Playoff, 
which he proposed in 2004 after 
undefeated Auburn was excluded from 
the BCS National Championship. The 
change was implemented in 2014.

The SEC notched several successes 
under Slive’s 13-year leadership, 
including 81 national championships, 
the hiring of its first black football 
coach and growing to 14 teams.

“It is not hyperbole to state that no 
individual has had more impact on 
intercollegiate athletics in America 
over the past quarter-century 
than Mike Slive,” Mississippi State 
University President Mark E. Keenum 
said in a statement.

While SEC commissioner, Slive 
served on the Commission of Athletics 
Opportunity, established by the U.S. 
Department of Education to review the 
workings of Title IX, which prevents 
discrimination on the basis of sex in 
federally funded education.  

He also served as coordinator of 

the Bowl Championship Series and as 
chair of the NCAA Division I Men’s 
Basketball Committee.

“Commissioner Slive was truly one 
of the great leaders college athletics 
has ever seen [and] an even better 
person,” Alabama head football 
coach Nick Saban said in a statement. 
“The professionalism he displayed 
throughout his career was second to 
none. He was an advocate for all of 
our universities and placed the utmost 
importance on the well-being of 
student-athletes.”

As a prostate cancer survivor, Slive 
founded the Mike Slive Foundation 
for Prostate Cancer Research upon his 
retirement in 2015.

In 1990, he founded the Mike 
Slive-Mike Glazier Sports Group, 
which assisted NCAA institutions in 
compliance matters. Before that, Slive 
was a partner in the Chicago law firm 
Coffield Ungaretti Harris & Slavin. 

His early foray into sports included 
working in Dartmouth’s and Cornell’s 
athletic departments and as a Pacific-
10 Conference official. 

Slive started his legal career 
operating his own practice in New 
Hampshire and serving as judge of 
Hanover District Court from 1972-77.

He earned a bachelor’s from 
Dartmouth College in 1962 and an 
LL.M. from Georgetown University 
Law Center in 1966.

—Mike Fox
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Over the course of his 
career, he has partici-
pated in all aspects of 
complicated business 
and finance transac-
tions. Rotch has signifi-
cant experience with 
complex securities, tax, 
commercial lending, 
mining, and other busi-
ness and finance trans-
action issues. He has 
extensive experience 
helping businesses with 
issues of shareholder 
and/or family conflict. 

In 1997, Rotch au-
thored the Birming-
ham Pledge (www.
thebirminghampledge.
org), which calls for a 
personal commitment 
to recognize the worth 
of every individual and 
to treat all people with 
dignity and respect. 
Since then, the pledge 
has been adopted by 
thousands of people, 
according to The Bir-
mingham Pledge 
Foundation, including 
Desmond Tutu, Morris 
Dees, Harper Lee and 
Andrew Young. The 
foundation announced 
in 2017 the launch of 
a national initiative to 
draw attention to the 
pledge and its mission. 
Rotch spoke at Bir-
mingham’s 31st Martin 
Luther King Jr. Unity 
Breakfast in January 
2017 to mark the 
pledge’s 20th year. 

Rotch was a recipi-
ent of the National Con-
ference for Community 
and Justice Award in 
2007, and the Liberty 
and Justice Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 
2000.
 

1972

BARRY A. BRYER was 
awarded the Queens 
College President’s 
Medal—the college’s 
highest administra-
tive honor—this fall. 
Bryer is a corporate 
securities lawyer and 
renowned expert on 

mergers and acqui-
sitions. A prominent 
figure in business and 
legal circles who has 
given back as a member 
of the Queens College 
Foundation Board of 
Trustees, Bryer is also 
a member of the Legal 
Advisory Council of 
Sanctuary for Families, 
a leading service pro-
vider and advocate for 
survivors of domestic 
violence, sex traffick-
ing and related forms 
of gender violence. 
Bryer was partner at 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen 
& Katz for 25 years, and 
thereafter a partner 
at Latham & Watkins 
until his retirement in 
2015. 

DANIEL P. CARD II, of 
O’Fallon, Mo., passed 
away on May 2 at the 
age of 71. Card co-au-
thored the manual for 
the Missouri Appel-
late Court proceedings. 
He was a graduate of 
Trinity College before 
graduating from UVA 
Law. He served on the 
Council for Missouri-
ans with Disabilities 
and was active in the 
Missouri State Attor-
ney General’s Office 
early in his career. He 
loved sailing on Carlyle 
Lake and having a spir-
ited debate. Most of 
all, he loved spending 
time with his family. 
He was dearly loved 
and will be missed by 
all who knew him, his 
family members said. 
He is survived by his 
wife, Lou Ann. Memo-
rial contributions may 
be made to the National 
Parkinson Foundation.

THOMAS V. CHOREY 
joined Taylor English 
Duma as a partner in 
the corporate prac-
tice group in Atlanta. 
Chorey regularly serves 
as outside general 
counsel to multiple 
Southeastern and At-
lanta-based middle 
market businesses, ad-
dressing legal and stra-
tegic planning issues 
throughout their life 
cycles.
 

1973
BILL HACKWORTH in 
June completed biking 
the entire 469-mile Blue 
Ridge Parkway in Vir-
ginia—for the third time. 
Hackworth biked the 
parkway to celebrate 
his 70th birthday, after 
making the trip for his 
60th and 50th birthdays 
in decades prior. “If I do 
it for my 80th, I suspect 
that it will be on an 
e-bike,” he said. 

FRED TULLEY was 
named a leader in the 
Securities Litigation 
field in Louisiana by 
Chambers USA. Tulley 
was also selected for in-
clusion in the 2019 Best 
Lawyers in America. 
Tulley is a partner with 
Taylor Porter in Baton 
Rouge. His practice 
focuses on commercial 
litigation, securities liti-
gation, professional mal-
practice, construction, 
antitrust, RICO, com-
mercial bankruptcy and 
insurance insolvency.
 

1974

New Jersey SEEDS 
presented its Leading 
Change Award to 
WILLIAM V. ENGEL. 
SEEDS, a nonprofit that 
provides educational 
access to high-achiev-
ing, low-income stu-
dents, honored Engel, 
whose initiative and 
commitment has en-
hanced the educational 
opportunities of young 
people throughout New 
Jersey. As a founder and 
trustee emeritus, Engel 
has been part of the or-
ganization since its in-
ception. He is a partner 

at Engel & Devlin, a firm 
in Warren that special-
izes in trusts, estates and 
private foundation law.
 

1976
BRIAN BALL was named 
Virginia secretary of 
commerce and trade by 
Gov. Ralph Northam in 
April. Ball previously 
served as deputy secre-
tary and special adviser 
to the governor for eco-
nomic development.

JOHN A. VERING was se-
lected as Best Lawyers’ 
Lawyer of the Year for 
labor law (manage-
ment) for the Kansas 
City metropolitan area 
for 2018. He was also 
recognized this year 
by Missouri & Kansas 
Super Lawyers and by 
Chambers USA  for em-
ployment law.
 

1977

DENNIS J. CURRAN, 
retired justice of the 
Massachusetts Supe-
rior Court, authored a 
law review article, “At-
torney-Directed Voir 
Dire Comes to Massa-
chusetts: The Repub-
lic Is Safe,” which ap-
peared in the Suffolk 
University Law School 
Journal of Trial & Ap-
pellate Advocacy. The 
article detailed the 
history of recent efforts 
to have Massachusetts 
join 47 other states in 
adopting attorney-con-
ducted voir dire.

Curran also received 
the annual Justice 
Award from the Order 
of the Sons of Italy in 
America.

WILL SHORTZ celebrated 
25 years as crossword 
puzzle editor of The 
New York Times. 

1979
JAMES H. HALL JR. was 
awarded the Judge 
Myron L. Gordon Life-
time Achievement 
Award from the Eastern 
District of Wiscon-
sin Bar Association. 
Hall practices with 
Hall, Burce & Olson in 
Milwaukee.

DAVID J. LLEWELLYN 
presented “Twenty-
Three Years of Circum-
cision Litigation: What 
Have We Learned? 
What Progress Have We 
Made?” at the 15th In-
ternational Symposium 
on Genital Autonomy 
and Children’s Rights in 
San Francisco in May. 
Llewellyn is a member 
of the board of direc-
tors of Attorneys for the 
Rights of the Child and 
is a member of the pro-
fessional advisory board 
of Your Whole Baby.

GEORGE WHITLEY 
writes, “I was very for-
tunate to get a career 
mulligan when I joined 
Towne Bank as chief 
legal officer in October 
2017. Joining in-house 
and dealing with the 
wide range of issues 
that cross your desk re-
minded me of just how 
little I actually knew. 
Am loving my new posi-
tion.” Whitley is based 
in Richmond, Va.

1980
VALERIE LUND MITCHELL 
and MARK LESTER ’79 
both serve on the 
board of the ACLU of 
Alabama. Lester, who 
lives in Birmingham, is 
president of the board, 
and Mitchell, who lives 
in Mobile, is secretary. 
They had not seen each 
other since law school, 
until Valerie joined the 
board three years ago. 

RICHARD J. POCKER was 
elected and sworn in as 
president of the State 
Bar of Nevada Board 
of Governors. He is the 

IN MEMORIAM: PATRICK FINNEGAN ’79
THE GENERAL AND THE ACADEMIC
Retired Army Brig. Gen. PATRICK 

FINNEGAN ’79, former president of 
Longwood University and dean at the 
U.S. Military Academy, died July 2 of 
an apparent heart attack. He was 68.

The West Point graduate was 
named the 25th president of 
Longwood in Farmville, Va., in 2010. 
His accomplishments included 
creating an academic strategic plan 
through a campus-wide collaborative 
process; securing membership in the 
Division I Big South Conference for 
intercollegiate athletics; and forming 
an Office of Sponsored Programs 
and Research to seek funding for the 
faculty’s scholarly activities.

“President Finnegan was a true 
citizen leader for our country, and an 
inspiration to the students who were 
here during his presidency,” Longwood 
President W. TAYLOR REVELEY IV ’02 said 
in a statement.

Finnegan returned to West Point in 
1998 to serve as a professor and head of 
the Department of Law, after a career 
in the Judge Advocate Corps.

He was appointed dean of the 
Academic Board and approved for 
the rank of brigadier general in 2005. 
As an instructor on the laws of war, 
he traveled to Hollywood in 2007 to 
convey his concerns to producers 
about how torture was portrayed in the 
TV show “24.”

Dave Dominick, executive assistant 
to the director of admissions at West 
Point, called Finnegan “the cadets’ 
dean.”

“He had the ability to bring people 

together and brought out the very best 
in individuals which inspired them 
to work even harder,” Dominick said 
in a statement. “He was a role model, 
mentor and father figure to me. I will 
truly miss him.”

In 1983, Finnegan was assigned 
to the Judge Advocate General’s 
Legal Center and School neighboring 
UVA Law, serving as a criminal law 
instructor and deputy director of the 
Academic Department.

Finnegan resigned from Longwood 
in 2012 due to health reasons and 
retired to his home in Virginia Beach. 
He later lived in Midlothian.

He served in the Persian Gulf in 
operations Desert Storm and Desert 
Shield, and was decorated with 
several commendations, including 
the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal, Army 
Achievement Medal, Humanitarian 
Service Medal, Joint Meritorious 
Unit Award and Saudi Arabia/Kuwait 
Liberation Medal.

Finnegan was selected for the Army 
JAG Funded Legal Education Program, 
and was accepted to UVA Law in 1976. 
He was editor of the Virginia Law 
Review and elected to the Order of the 
Coif.

Finnegan earned a bachelor’s from 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1971 
and was commissioned as an Army 
officer, and earned a master’s in public 
administration in 1973 from Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. 

—Mike Fox

NOTED ‘SCHOOL CHOICE’ 
ADVOCATE KOMER ’78 
RETIRES
RICHARD “DICK” KOMER ’78 retired in May as senior litiga-
tion counsel at the Institute for Justice, a nonprofit lib-
ertarian public interest law firm where he served for 25 
years.

Komer was among those filing petitioner briefs that 
helped win the U.S. Supreme Court case Zelman v. Sim-
mons-Harris, which established that school vouchers 
could be used for parochial education without violating 
the Establishment Clause.

He also led a strategic litigation campaign to overturn 
Blaine Amendments to state constitutions, which forbid 
direct government aid to religious-based educational in-
stitutions. According to the institute’s website, the law 
firm has helped win key victories against “Blaine-based 
attacks” in nine states.

“Dick is known throughout the educational choice 
movement as the consummate expert on crafting 
choice programs that can withstand the inevitable law-
suits from our opponents,” said Scott G. Bullock, presi-
dent and general counsel of the institute, in a statement 
lauding Komer.

Before joining the institute, Komer worked as a 
federal civil rights lawyer at the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission and three U.S. departments: 
Justice, Education, and Health, Education and Welfare. 

He earned his undergraduate degree from Harvard 
University in 1974. 

—Eric Williamson
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administrative partner 
for the Nevada office of 
New York-based Boies, 
Schiller Flexner, and 
formerly served as U.S. 
attorney for the District 
of Nevada.

JONATHAN J. RUSCH re-
ceived the Georgetown 
University Silver Vicen-
nial Medal in recogni-
tion of his 20 years of 
service to the university 
as an adjunct professor 
of law April 5, at George-
town’s Fall Faculty Con-
vocation in Washington, 
D.C. His courses include 
Global Cybercrime 
Law, Trial Practice and 
Questioning Witnesses. 
Rusch continues his 
work at Wells Fargo in 
Washington, as senior 
vice president and head 
of anti-bribery and cor-
ruption governance.
 

1981

EVAN BAYH is a senior 
adviser to Cozen 
O’Connor Public Strat-
egies and of counsel 
to Cozen O’Connor in 
Washington, D.C. Bayh 
represented Indiana 

in the U.S. Senate from 
1999 to 2011, and prior 
to that was the two-term 
governor of Indiana. 
Bayh will provide strate-
gic counsel to the firm’s 
legal and government 
relations clients.

Cozen O’Connor 
Public Strategies, 
an affiliate of Cozen 
O’Connor, is a bipartisan 
government relations 
practice representing 
clients before the federal 
government and in cities 
and states throughout 
the country.

DENNIS S. KLEIN joined 
Kelley Kronenberg in 
Miami as a partner. 
Klein focuses his prac-
tice on business litiga-
tion, including director 
and officer liability, real 
estate and contractual 
disputes, professional 
liability, financial insti-
tution issues, product 
liability, pharmaceutical 
litigation, bankruptcy, 
insurance coverage, art 
law and employment 
matters. 

C. STEVEN MASON was 
recognized in Cham-
bers USA as among 

the leading attorneys 
in North Carolina in 
the areas of real estate 
and real estate finance. 
Mason is a partner with 
Smith Anderson in 
Raleigh. 

St. Mary’s Univer-
sity Professor of Law 
and Hardy Chair 
Emeritus DAVID A. 

SCHLUETER LL.M. wrote 
“Military Criminal 
Justice: Practice and 
Procedure,” a treatise 
on military criminal 
procedure in its ninth 
edition, which was 
cited four times in the 
majority opinion by the 
Supreme Court in Ortiz 
v. U.S. In his dissent, 
Justice Samuel Alito 
cited Schlueter’s “The 
Court-Martial: An His-
torical Survey,” pub-
lished in the Military 
Law Review, which he 
originally wrote as a 
paper in 1980 for Pro-
fessor Cal Woodard’s 
legal history class.

ROBERT B. WEBB III 

joined Miles & Stock-
bridge in the firm’s 
Tysons Corner, Va., 
office. Webb, who joined 
as a principal, devotes 
much of his corporate 
practice to information 
technology and gov-
ernment contracting 
businesses.

WOMEN’S RECRUITMENT 
CAMPAIGN, FOUNDED BY 
HUGHES ’79, CELEBRATES 
PROGRESS 
Close the gap CA, a group founded by MARY HUGHES ’79 to 
recruit women to run for the California Legislature, cel-
ebrated its fifth anniversary in June.

The initiative was launched in 2013 after California 
was ranked 32nd nationally in the percentage of women 
in its Legislature, having once ranked fifth. The group 
recruited 21 women to run in 2016, with 15 advancing to 
the general election and seven currently serving.

Women now comprise 25 percent of the Legislature, 
up from 21 percent in 2017, and California ranks 26th 
nationally. After Election Day, this year could end with 
gender parity numbers approaching their highest ever 
in state history, at 31 percent women.

Close the gap CA’s goal is to achieve gender parity in 
Sacramento by 2028.

“The whole business of ‘changing culture’ is always 
two steps forward and one step back,” Hughes said in a 
TV interview in June. 

She said men’s longtime “informal mentorships” to 
court successors and confidants leave many women 
behind.

“We’ve never had enough women to establish a 
pathway consistently. We’re trying to do that now,” she 
said. 

In 2013, Hughes was named “Woman of the Year” 
by California Women Lead, the nonpartisan group 
promoting and training women political leaders. She 
was named in 2012 as one of the “21 Leaders for the 
21st Century” by Women’s eNews, and was the 2007 
“Woman of the Year,” named by Emerge California.

Hughes is a co-founder and president of Hughes & 
Co., a strategic communications and political consulting 
firm in Palo Alto. She founded and served as director of 
The 2012 Project, a national, nonpartisan campaign of 
the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers 
University to increase the number of women in Con-
gress and state legislatures. She also served as executive 
director of the California Democratic Party.

—Mike Fox

1982
MICHAEL HANKIN de-
livered the TEDx talk 
“Speak Up. Where it 
Counts. Loudly.” after 
the divisive events that 
took place in Char-
lottesville in August 
2017. About the talk, 
he writes, “I usually 
try very hard to avoid 
what I view as dra-
matic performances—
they are way out of my 
comfort zone and I’m 
not very good at them. 
But this time I thought 
that I had to give it a try. 
The reason? I believe 
strongly that it is time 
for business leaders to 
speak up more often 
on the important issues 
of our day. We occupy 
meaningful platforms in 
our communities and, 
if we don’t speak up, 
people might think we 
don’t care. We all know 
that this is far from the 
truth. We care deeply.”

Hankin is a partner 
at Brown Advisory, 
where he serves as pres-
ident and chief execu-
tive officer, in Baltimore. 
He says, “I tried hard 
not to take sides and not 
to advocate any par-
ticular view. My hope 
is that this talk encour-
ages more people to 
feel comfortable saying 
what’s on their minds. 
In doing so, I believe 
that we will help to 
make our communities 
stronger.” Find the talk 
at http://info.brownad-
visory.com/mdh_tedx.

BILL HINES, managing 
partner of the Jones 
Walker law firm, was 
named one of the most 
influential people in 
the history of the city 
of New Orleans by The 
Times-Picayune in the 
publication’s “300 For 
300” feature honoring 
300 people who have 
made a lasting impact 
on New Orleans since its 
founding in 1718. Hines’ 

extensive civic involve-
ment and dedication to 
economic development 
in New Orleans earned 
him a place as the only 
lawyer on the list of phi-
lanthropists, business-
men, educators, artists, 
athletes, politicians, 
and other public figures 
who have shaped New 
Orleans over the past 
three centuries.

LUANN MITCHELL 

writes that she gave 
birth to her first child, 
Tommaso Frank Mitch-
ell, “after nine wonder-
ful months,” on July 
11, 2016, and she looks 
forward to receiv-
ing “all the advice and 
tuition checks her class-
mates can send!” Late 
this summer Tommaso 
started attending a Mon-
tessori toddler private 
school, the Gilmour 
Academy, and Mitchell 
is anticipating new ad-
ventures as he takes his 
first steps toward his ed-
ucation and can apply to 
UVA Law in 2038.

Since his son Hale, a 
junior at Yale Univer-
sity, took his life in 2016, 
JACK ROSS has worked 
to increase aware-
ness and reduce stigma 
around mental illness, as 
well as improve access 
to treatment on college 
campuses. Ross also 
struggled with severe 
bouts of depression 
during law school and 
later during his legal 
career in Washington, 
D.C. Recently, the Yale 
Daily News published 
an account of Ross’ 
efforts to help his son. 
The piece also sends a 
message to college stu-
dents about maintaining 
a healthy perspective on 
who they are fundamen-
tally as people, apart 
from their academic and 
career achievements 
and goals, which create 
stresses that often ex-
acerbate mental illness. 

The article, available at 
www.bit.ly/jack_and_
hale_ross, sparked much 
dialogue in the Yale 
community and beyond. 

RAYMOND G. TRUITT was 
selected as the Distin-
guished Maryland Real 
Property Practitioner 
for 2018 by the Real 
Property Section of the 
Maryland State Bar As-
sociation. Truitt, Ballard 
Spahr’s managing 
partner for finance and 
operations and former 
managing partner of the 
firm’s Baltimore office, 
has represented promi-
nent companies and in-
stitutions in major de-
velopment projects and 
financing transactions 
throughout the state, as 
well as regionally and 
nationally. The award 
recognizes one Mary-
land-based real estate 
attorney each year for 
outstanding professional 
accomplishments, con-
tributions to the profes-
sion and community, in-
tegrity and collegiality..

1983
The number of federal 
criminal jury trials has 
dwindled at an as-
tonishing rate, par-
ticularly over the last 
decade. U.S. Judge 
ROBERT J. CONRAD JR. 
of the Western Dis-
trict of North Carolina 
delves into the causes 
and ramifications of 
this trend in his article, 
“The Vanishing Crimi-
nal Jury Trial: From 
Trial Judges To Sen-
tencing Judges,” pub-
lished in George Wash-
ington Law Review, Vol. 
86. Conrad argues that 
historical factors are 
partly to blame for this 
sharp decline, including 
the enactment of man-
datory minimum pen-
alties, the federal sen-
tencing guidelines and 
the role of cooperation. 

CLASS OF 1980 FRIENDS: RUPERT MITSCH of Alexandria, Va.; JIM GREEN of Hartford, 
Conn.; BOB WYMAN of Los Angeles; and PHIL PEARLMAN of Denver. 
In June the four section-mates held a reunion in Grand Teton National Park. “We had a great 
time but universally agreed that we could have done the hikes a little faster 38 years ago.” 

KEATING ’87 MOVES TO 
BNY MELLON TO HELM 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT
CATHERINE M. KEATING ’87 joined Bank of New York Mellon 
Corp. in July as CEO of BNY Mellon Wealth Manage-
ment and a member of the company’s executive com-
mittee.

Keating exits her CEO position at Commonfund, an 
asset management firm for nonprofits, but will continue 
to work on behalf of endowments and foundations, 
which are part of the BNY Mellon clientele, as are indi-
viduals and family offices.

BNY Mellon Wealth Management reported client 
assets at $254 billion following the second quarter. 
Keating will drive strategic decisions and build on six 
straight years of growth, according to the company.

“This is a transformational time for the wealth man-
agement industry, and I’m thrilled with the opportunity 
to lead BNY Mellon’s Wealth Management business,” 
Keating said in a press release. 

Her new boss, CEO Mitchell Harris, praised Ke-
ating’s track record, which includes managing $700 
billion in client assets for JPMorgan.

“Throughout her career, she has demonstrated the 
leadership skills that we’re confident will make them-
selves immediately and deeply felt by our staff and 
clients,” Harris said in a statement. 

BNY Mellon Wealth Management was ranked as a 
“Top 10 U.S. Wealth Manager” by the financial invest-
ment newspaper Barron’s. 

Keating has been named one of the “Most Power-
ful Women in Banking” and one of the “Most Power-
ful Women in Finance” by the daily trade newspaper 
American Banker. She gave the Law School’s com-
mencement address in 2017 and currently serves as a 
Law School Foundation trustee.

—Eric Williamson
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Additional factors, not 
previously analyzed, 
such as the impact of 
United States v. Booker 
and its progeny—tech-
nological advancements, 
trial expectations, 
Justice Department 
guidelines and the goal 
of efficiency—have 
further amplified the 
trend. As Conrad sees 
it, it is the combination 
of all elements together, 
rather than each factor 
standing alone, that has 
created such a dramatic 
decline in jury trials. In 
his view, the diminution 
in federal criminal jury 
trials adversely affects 
the bar and bench, 
stunts case law develop-
ment and deprives jury 
members of a “mean-
ingful opportunity to 
participate in democ-
racy.” These are serious 
consequences, argues 
Conrad, which must be 
addressed by those con-
cerned with the contin-
ued vitality of our jury 
trial system. 

CHRIS KNOPIK was 
honored in Florida 
Trend’s “Florida Legal 
Elite.” Knopik is the 
Laser Spine Insti-
tute’s chief legal officer 
and general counsel in 
Tampa, Fla. 

JANET NAPOLITANO, 
president of the Uni-
versity of California, 
was inducted into the 
American Philosophical 
Society for the Arts at 
the 2018 fall meeting.

 DANIEL P. NEELON was 
one of seven Massachu-
setts business lawyers 
named among the na-
tion’s top attorneys in 
business/corporate law 
in the Super Lawyers 
Business Edition Annual 
Directory 2018. He was 
named a Massachu-
setts or New England 
Super Lawyer in busi-
ness law for the 11th time 

in 2017. Neelon practices 
through Boston Interna-
tional Law Group, which 
focuses on domestic and 
transnational business 
contracts, transactions 
and advice; and Neelon 
& Associates, which 
focuses on complex busi-
ness, securities, commer-
cial contract and com-
mercial fraud litigation.

1984

BRUCE BRUMBERG, 
right, has been the high 
school tennis coach at 
Maimonides, a private 
school in Brookline, 
Mass., for the past 
nine years. This fall 
he guided the team to 
its best season ever, 
reaching the Division 3 
South Sectional finals 
in the state tournament, 
the furthest any Mai-
monides sports team 
has reached in school 
history. In 2016, The 
Boston Globe selected 
Brumberg as Division 
3 Tennis Coach of the 
Year. In his regular day 
job running myStock-
Options.com, a publish-
ing company focused 
on stock compensa-
tion, he organized its 
first conference for 
financial and wealth 
advisers on financial 
planning for public 
company executives. 

JOHN B. LYNCH JR. is 
president-elect of the 
Lawyers Collaborative 
for Diversity, an or-
ganization formed by 
lawyers to answer the 
call for greater diversity 
in the legal profession. 
Lynch, a member of 
Robinson+Cole’s busi-
ness transactions and 
finance practice groups 
in Hartford, Conn., will 
serve as LCD’s president 
in 2019. The group’s 
mission is to unite the 
resources, energy and 
commitment of Con-
necticut’s leading law 

firms, corporations, 
public-sector entities, 
law schools, state and 
county bar associations, 
and affinity bar organi-
zations in making the 
state a more attractive 
place for attorneys of 
color, minorities and 
women to practice law 
and find satisfying pro-
fessional opportunities. 

JOHN RAGOSTA recently 
prepared a massive open 
online course concern-
ing Patrick Henry in 
cooperation with the 
UVA Office of Lifetime 
Learning and the Patrick 
Henry Memorial Foun-
dation. Class Central 
rated Patrick Henry: 
Forgotten Founder 
as among the top 20 
MOOCs nationwide in 
2017 (of 9,400 MOOCs 
available).
 

1985
ELIZABETH CORR SMEDLEY 
writes that all is well 
with her family. Smedley 
manages residential 
apartments as part of 
a family business and 
handles related legal 
work. Her husband, 
Danny, retired in 2017 
after 33 years with the 
Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial 
Telecommunications. 
Their eldest daughter, 
Emily, is nearing com-
pletion of her doctor-
ate in criminology law 
and society from George 
Mason University, while 
middle child, Curtis, is 
married to Jill Ferguson 
and living in Stafford, 
Va. Their youngest son, 
Adam, is headed to Davis 
& Elkins College to play 
lacrosse and study sports 
management.

1986

JOHN R. CERNELICH was 
recognized in Chambers 

USA as a leader in labor 
and employment law. 
Cernelich serves as co-
chair of Calfee, Halter & 
Griswold’s labor, em-
ployment and worker’s 
compensation group in 
Cleveland.

JOHN J. JENKINS was 
recognized in Cham-
bers USA as a leader in 
corporate/mergers and 
acquisitions law. Jenkins 
is a partner with Calfee, 
Halter & Griswold in 
Cleveland and advises 
publicly and closely 
held corporate clients 
on securities and capital 
market issues; mergers, 
acquisitions and divesti-
tures; and general cor-
porate law.

STEPHEN J. MCEWEN JR. 

LL.M. died April 26. He 
was 85 and resided in 
Newtown Square, Pa. 
McEwen began his law 
practice with his father 
in Delaware County, 
Pa. He was then twice 
elected as the county’s 
district attorney. Later 
he worked as a litiga-
tion partner in the Phil-
adelphia firm Liebert, 
Short, Fitzpatrick and 
Lavin. He was then ap-
pointed to the Pennsyl-
vania Superior Court for 
30 years—five years as 
president judge, 10 more 
as president judge emer-
itus. Following his retire-
ment, McEwen handled 
hundreds of cases as a 
court conciliator for the 
Civil Division of the Del-
aware County Court of 
Common Pleas, until his 
full retirement in 2018.

BILL RAGLAND has been 
named to Intellectual 
Asset Management mag-
azine’s IAM Strategy 300: 

The World’s Leading IP 
Strategists. Ragland also 
is ranked in the IAM 
Patent 1000: The World’s 
Leading Patent Profes-
sionals. In addition, he 
is recommended and 
listed by Chambers USA 
for intellectual property, 
Best Lawyers in America, 
Lawyer of the Year in nu-
merous fields (intellec-
tual property, technology 
and litigation) and Super 
Lawyers for litigation. 

Ragland practices 
with Womble Bond 
Dickinson in Atlanta and 
serves on the Board of 
Governors of the State 
Bar of Georgia. As a long-
standing member of the 
National Board of the 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Ragland serves as the co-
chair of the Smithsonian 
National Board’s alumni.
 

1987
STEPHANIE BRAY was 
recognized for her life-
time of work on behalf 
of those in need in 
New Hampshire in the 
2017 “Annual Report of 
the NH Campaign for 
Legal Services.” TOM 

BURACK ’88 said that 
Bray, “For over 30 years, 
has with quiet and dili-
gent dedication served 
a population that other-
wise would be invisible 
to our legal system and 
would not know the true 
blessings of our laws.”

S. BRIAN FARMER was 
recognized in Cham-
bers USA as a leader in 
the field of corporate/
mergers and acquisi-
tions law. Farmer is the 
business section chair 
and leads Hirschler 
Fleisher’s investment 
management and 
private funds practice 
group in Richmond, Va. 

STEPHEN E. FOX is a 
partner in Sheppard 
Mullin’s labor and em-

ployment and busi-
ness trials practice 
groups and co-manag-
ing partner of the firm’s 
new Dallas office. A 
Texas Lawbook article 
claims Fox was coaxed 
to start the office by 
good friend and class-
mate ALAN MARTIN, who 
is with Sheppard Mullin 
in Orange County, Calif. 

 

TIMOTHY S. GOETTEL 

was recognized in 
Chambers USA among 
the leading attorneys in 
North Carolina in cor-
porate/mergers and 
acquisitions law. Goettel 
is a partner with Smith 
Anderson in Raleigh. 

LINDA RHODES received 
Partner of the Year dis-
tinction in Washing-
ton, D.C., as part of 
Mayer Brown’s 2018 Pro 
Bono Awards. This was 
the firm’s 12th annual 
awards celebration. 
Rhodes said, “The job 
of a guardian ad litem 
is less about having 
strong litigation skills 
and more about under-
standing and telling the 
stories of the children 
you represent.”

1988
CYNTHIA L. HOSTETLER 
was appointed to the 
board of directors of 
Genesee & Wyoming 
Inc. Hostetler has exten-
sive public company and 
advisory board experi-
ence in the United States 
and currently serves on 
the boards of Vulcan 
Materials, Invesco 
Funds and the TriLinc 
Global Impact Fund. 
Hostetler was head of 
investment funds of 
Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corp. from 2001 
to 2009 and served in 
various capacities, in-
cluding as a member of 
the board, president and 
general counsel of First 

BAUER ’90 RETURNS 
TO SOUTHERN POVERTY 
LAW CENTER
MARY BAUER ’90 has resigned as executive director of the 
Legal Aid Justice Center in Charlottesville to rejoin the 
Southern Poverty Law Center. She leads its Immigrant 
Justice Project as deputy legal director. 

Bauer was legal director of the Montgomery, Ala., 
nonprofit advocacy group from 2004-13. 

She left that position to become the executive direc-
tor of LAJC, where she served for 4½ years. Among her 
accomplishments, Bauer improved the office’s financial 
standing, launched the center’s Civil Rights and Racial 
Justice Program, and implemented campaign-style stra-
tegic planning.

“Mary was exactly the leader we needed at this 
moment in our history,” Litigation and Advocacy Direc-
tor ANGELA CIOLFI ’03 said. 

The new project Bauer is heading “provides direct 
representation to immigrants in five detention centers 
in the South and is involved in strategic impact cam-
paigns to change the systems that oppress immigrants,” 
according to a press release.

Bauer said the change is bittersweet, but that at least 
she will remain Charlottesville-based.

“It’s been an enormous honor to lead this organiza-
tion and this amazing team of advocates,” Bauer said. 
“LAJC is a strong, vibrant organization, and I have no 
doubt it will continue to do amazing work for many 
decades.”

—Eric Williamson

MANATT NAMES 
WILSON ’93 CEO AND 
MANAGING PARTNER
DONNA L. WILSON ’93 has been elected CEO and managing 
partner of Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, a national law and 
consulting firm. 

She will assume her new role next year.
Wilson, who is based in the firm’s Los Angeles office, 

is known for her high-profile representation of clients 
in cybersecurity and government enforcement matters. 
The city’s Daily Journal has recognized her as one of the 
“Top 20 Cyber/Artificial Intelligence Lawyers” and as 
one of the “Top 100 Women Lawyers” in California.

“Our next chapter will continue to be entrepreneur-
ial, value-driven and technologically advanced, with 
a laser focus on serving our clients’ evolving needs,” 
Wilson said in a press release announcing her promo-
tion.

She currently chairs the firm’s privacy and cyberse-
curity practice, and co-chairs its financial services group 
and the financial services litigation and enforcement 
practice. She is also a member of the firm’s board of di-
rectors and its compensation committee. 

A member of the LGBTQ community, Wilson is a 
“long-time advocate for diversity and inclusion,” the 
Manatt announcement noted.

While at UVA Law, Wilson was an editor of the Vir-
ginia Law Review. 

After law school, she clerked for Judge David R. 
Thompson of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit in San Diego and Judge Stanley S. Brotman of 
the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey.

She earned her undergraduate degree from George 
Washington University.

—Eric Williamson
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 1992

DWIGHT M. FRANCIS is 
a partner in the busi-
ness trial practice group 
in Sheppard Mullin’s 
Dallas office. Francis has 
devoted his career to 
class actions and other 
complex corporate liti-
gation, and has extensive 
courtroom experience.

LEE TYNER was named 
Texas Christian Uni-
versity’s first general 
counsel. Tyner previ-
ously served as an at-
torney at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi since 
1998 and the chief legal 
officer since 2003. 

In May, MICHAEL WU, 
senior vice president, 
general counsel and 
secretary of Carter’s, 
organized and moder-
ated the Asian Ameri-
can Bar Association of 
New York inaugural 
general counsel panel 
and reception celebrat-
ing Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Heritage Month. 
The panelists included 
DAVID LEITCH ’85, global 
general counsel, Bank 
of America; Sandra 
Leung, executive vice 
president and general 
counsel, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb; Lucy Fato, ex-
ecutive vice president 
and general counsel, 
AIG; Kelly Tullier, exec-
utive vice president and 
general counsel, Visa; 
and Brad Turner, chief 
legal and administrative 
officer, Newell Brands.

 1993
JEFFREY SWIATEK was 
elected president of the 
New York State Asso-
ciation of School At-
torneys for the 2018 
term. Swiatek is the 
leader of both the ed-
ucation practice and 
the municipal prac-
tice at Hodgson Russ 
in Buffalo. Association 
members serve as legal 
counsel to boards of ed-
ucation and school dis-
tricts across New York 
state. For 50 years, the 
association has been 
dedicated to ensuring 
the highest level of legal 
representation for New 
York’s schools.
 

1994

ZEBULON D. ANDERSON 
was recognized in 
Chambers USA among 
the leading attorneys in 
North Carolina in the 
area of labor and em-
ployment. Anderson is a 
partner with Smith An-
derson in Raleigh. 
 

GEOFF BERMAN, a 
former political staffer 
for President Barack 
Obama, is the execu-
tive director of the New 
York Democratic Party. 

JOHN NALBANDIAN 
was confirmed in May 
as a judge on the Sixth 
U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. He was for-
merly a partner in 
the litigation practice 
group of Taft Stettin-
ius & Hollister, where 
he has practiced since 
2000.

 1995

PETER VINCENT, center-
front, recently taught 
counterterrorism law 
to senior prosecutors 
and defense advocates 
in Nairobi, Kenya. The 
program, which focused 
on Kenya’s Prevention 
of Terrorism Act of 2012 
and other national secu-
rity laws, was sponsored 
by Lawyers Without 
Borders and the U.S. 
government. Kenya has 
faced committed and 
sustained terrorist acts 
by al-Qaida’s Somali 
affiliate, al-Shabaab, 
which commands 4,000 
to 6,000 active fighters, 
making it one of al-Qa-
ida’s largest and most 
lethal affiliates. 

“I could not have 
been more impressed 
with the degree of skill 
and courage exhib-
ited by the Kenyan na-
tional security pros-
ecutors,” said Vincent, 
who is general counsel 
of Thomson Reuters 
Special Services and as-
sistant director general 
for international policy 
at BORDERPOL.
While in Nairobi, 
Vincent also met with 
the U.S ambassador and 
the Homeland Security 
Investigations attaché at 
the U.S embassy. They 
discussed U.S.-Kenyan 
cooperation and coor-
dination in counterter-
rorism matters as well 
as the importance of the 
rule of law and respect 
for civil rights and due 
process.

1997

JEFFREY A. BARTOS won 
the Republican primary 
for lieutenant governor 

QUAGLIANA ’95 
WINS JUSTICE FOR 
CHARLOTTESVILLE 
BEATING VICTIM 
ACCUSED OF ATTACK
Charlottesville attorney RHONDA QUAGLIANA ’95 won a 
March 16 assault-and-battery trial on behalf of DeAndre 
Harris, the black man who was beaten during the violent 
“Unite the Right” protests in the city during August 2017. 

Harris was accused by Harold Ray Crews, a North 
Carolina attorney and state chairman of the white 
nationalist group League of the South, who said he was a 
victim, too—and that Harris was his attacker.

Quagliana, a partner with St. John, Bowling Lawrence 
& Quagliana, believed Harris was only trying to defend 
one of his companions that day. She represented Harris 
pro bono.

“He was a 20-year-old young person who showed up 
at this event Aug. 12 and had no clue things were going to 
be as volatile as they were,” she said.

As a longtime criminal defense attorney, Quagliana 
has represented clients charged with a multitude of 
violent crimes, on up to capital murder. She had closely 
followed the white supremacist rallies, which resulted 
in the vehicular homicide of city resident Heather Heyer 
and made headlines worldwide. 

Harris was beaten during a separate incident which 
took place in a parking deck next to the police station.

“It was never a question in my mind that he should be 
acquitted,” she said. “But anybody who has spent time 
trying cases in court knows that it’s never a guarantee.”

When Harris accepted her offer of representation, 
Quagliana thought it was a good opportunity to get UVA 
students involved. (In addition to her J.D., Quagliana 
earned her Ph.D. from UVA.) It was a practical learning 
opportunity with both legal and historical implications.

Quagliana reached out to the Law School, and quickly 
thereafter, assembled a team of law students eager to 
help.

Proving Harris’ innocence hinged on video evidence 
collected by the team.

“What’s great about these students is that they 
understood on their own the demands of preparing 
a case for trial,” Quagliana said. “I gave them an 
assignment, and it got done. It’s a tribute to the Law 
School that they didn’t require my constant guidance.”

—Eric Williamson

Manhattan Bancorpo-
ration, formerly First 
Savings Bank, between 
1991 and 2006. Genesee 
& Wyoming owns or 
leases 122 freight rail-
roads organized in nine 
locally managed operat-
ing regions with 8,000 
employees serving 3,000 
customers.

In January, WESLEY G. 

MARSHALL was reap-
pointed as commis-
sioner of the Virginia 
Workers’ Compensa-
tion Commission by 
Virginia’s General As-
sembly. Marshall is one 
of three commission-
ers who serve as appel-
late-level judges at the 
agency. They direct its 
operations and staff of 
290. The commission, 
established in 1918, is 
an independent judicial 
and administrative state 
agency that oversees the 
workers’ compensation 
system for employees, 
employers and insurers. 
It interprets and applies 
the Virginia Workers’ 
Compensation Act and 
resolves claims through 
hearings and mediation.

 

1989
BRUCE R. BRAUN was 
elected a member of 
Sidley’s Executive 
Committee. Braun is 
a partner in the firm’s 
Chicago office and co-
leader of the firmwide 
commercial litigation 
and disputes practice 
group. Braun has been 
recognized as one of the 

top litigators in Chicago 
and in the nation. 

BRADLEY WEINSHEIMER 
was named associate 
deputy attorney general 
by U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions. According 
to Courthouse News 
Service, Weinsheimer 
has been at the Justice 
Department since 1991, 
and served for 20 years 
as an assistant U.S. at-
torney in the District of 
Columbia. During those 
years, he tried dozens of 
criminal cases, includ-
ing homicides, drug and 
violent crime conspira-
cies, and public corrup-
tion and bank fraud. 
Since March of 2016, 
he has worked in the 
agency’s National Secu-
rity Division, where he 
has served as the chief 
of staff, director of risk 
management and senior 
counsel, his current 
position.

1990
CLINT BRODEN was 
named the Criminal 
Defense Lawyer of 
the Year by the Texas 
Criminal Defense 
Lawyers’ Association—
the largest criminal 
defense organization 
in the country. Broden, 
who practices at Broden 
& Mickelsen in Dallas, 
was recognized for 
his work related to the 
shootout at the Twin 
Peaks restaurant in 
Waco, Texas, in May of 
2015, during which nine 
people were killed and 

177 motorcyclists were 
arrested.

1991
VERNON E. INGE JR. 

joined Whiteford Taylor 
& Preston as a partner 
in Richmond, Va. Inge is 
a commercial litigation, 
bankruptcy and sports 
law attorney, and is past 
president of the Rich-
mond Bar Association. 

JASON M. MURRAY is 
a shareholder with 
Gunster in Miami, fo-
cusing on franchise and 
distribution law. Mur-
ray’s practice involves 
providing counsel and 
assistance with creat-
ing, managing, licensing, 
protecting and enforc-
ing franchised business 
relationships, product 
distribution systems and 
dealership networks. He 
is also noted in the com-
munity for his service 
as past president of the 
Dade County Bar Asso-
ciation, where he was 
the first African-Amer-
ican to be elected to 
the position. Murray’s 
service also includes 
chairing the diversity 
committee of the busi-
ness law section of the 
Florida Bar. Prior to 
joining Gunster, Murray 
operated his own Mi-
ami-based firm. 

SHARFF ’94 NAMED 
BRADLEY OFFICE 
MANAGING PARTNER
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings named DAWN HELMS 

SHARFF ’94 office managing partner for the firm’s Bir-
mingham, Ala., office in September.

“Birmingham, our largest office and the headquar-
ters for our administrative operations, is the foundation 
for so much of our history and success,” said Bradley 
Chairman and Managing Partner Jonathan M. Skee-
ters. “Dawn’s dynamic leadership there reinforces the 
firm’s commitment to our roots, and further enhances 
our position in the Birmingham and Alabama legal com-
munities.”

Sharff, who joined the firm in 2005, also serves on 
Bradley’s board of directors and has held other firm 
leadership positions. She represents public compa-
nies, privately held entities and individuals in all types 
of commercial real estate transactions, including the 
buying, selling, leasing and developing of commercial 
real estate nationwide. Her commercial real estate prac-
tice includes representation of developers of projects 
nationwide, as well as large companies that own and/or 
lease real estate assets across the United States as a part 
of their business operations.

“The firm’s Birmingham office is one that is expe-
riencing great growth, along with our city and state,” 
Sharff said. “The creation of the office managing partner 
position in Birmingham will allow us to continue 
strengthening our ties to the city and to our clients.”

—Mike Fox
Friends of KARL RACINE ’89, the District of Columbia’s first elected attorney general, 
hosted a fundraiser for his re-election at the home of SERENA WILTSHIRE ’88 and 
BILL WILTSHIRE ’88. MARIA LEONARD OLSEN ’88, CECILY SCHULZ BANKS ’88 and 
CYNTHIA HOSTETLER ’88 CO-HOSTED THE EVENT. 

Banks, Racine, Olsen 
and Serena Wiltshire get 
together at the fundraiser.
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NEL-SYLVIA GUZMAN ’18, ATTORNEY RHONDA QUAGLIANA ’95, 
JORDIN DICKERSON ’20 and MARIA DOWNHAM ’20 were on the legal 
team behind DeAndre Harris’ defense.  
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transfer or use nuclear, 
chemical or biologi-
cal weapons and their 
means of delivery; must 
adopt and enforce laws 
to prohibit any nonstate 
actor from carrying out 
these activities; and 
must take and enforce 
effective measures to 
establish domestic con-
trols to prevent the pro-
liferation of nuclear, 
chemical or biologi-
cal weapons and their 
means of delivery, as 
well as over related ma-
terials.

Spence will be the 
fourth U.S. appointee 
to the Group of Experts 
since the resolution 
was adopted in 2004. 
He was previously the 
programme director for 
national implementa-
tion at London-based 
VERTIC.

2001

NICOLAS JAFARIEH 
was appointed general 
counsel of Sallie Mae. 
Jafarieh joined the or-
ganization, formally 
the SLM Corp., in 
2008, and has exten-
sive experience in fi-
nancial services and 
consumer protection, 
most recently manag-
ing several key legal 
areas, including corpo-
rate governance and re-
porting, litigation, em-
ployment and benefits, 
equity and compensa-
tion, corporate insur-
ance, and a number of 
consumer and regula-
tory matters. 

Prior to joining Sallie 
Mae, Jafarieh was in 
private practice, first at 
Akin Gump in Wash-
ington, D.C., and sub-
sequently at his own 
firm. He has coun-
seled and represented 
Fortune 500 financial 
services, energy and 
technology companies, 
both domestically and 
internationally.

STEVE KLEPPER was 
recognized for excel-
lence in insurance law 
by Chambers USA. 
Klepper is a lead attor-
ney in Kramon & Gra-
ham’s appellate practice 
in Baltimore.
 

2004
HEATHER L. CARLTON, 
assistant U.S. attorney, 
was named deputy 
criminal chief for the 
Western District of Vir-
ginia in April by U.S. 
Attorney Thomas T. 
Cullen. Carlton has been 
a federal prosecutor in 
the Western District of 
Virginia since 2014.

ANDREW FALEVICH 
joined Vedder Price as 
a shareholder in the 
tax and estate planning 
practice group in the 
New York office. Fal-
evich focuses his prac-
tice on domestic and 
cross-border mergers 
and acquisitions, equity 
and debt financings, and 
partnership transac-
tions. Previously, Falev-
ich was special counsel 
at Fried Frank.

JONATHAN KIPP joined 
Maynard Cooper’s se-
curities and tax prac-
tice as a shareholder in 
Birmingham, Ala. Kipp 
represents a wide range 
of clients in connec-
tion with business entity 
formation and capital-
ization, private securi-
ties placements, private 
equity and venture 
capital investments, 
mergers and acquisi-
tions, investment fund 
formation and regula-
tion, and the negotiation 

of licensing, product de-
velopment, manufactur-
ing, services and similar 
agreements.

CURTIS PETERSEN, a 
shareholder in the real 
estate practice group 
of Polsinelli in Kansas 
City, Mo., was named a 
BTI Client Service All-
Star by BTI Consulting 
Group. BTI’s All-Stars 
are not nominated; they 
are singled out by legal 
decision-makers at com-
panies with revenues 
greater than $1 billion, 
using a six-trait evalu-
ation system: superior 
client focus, client expe-
rience, legal skills, un-
matched business un-
derstanding, outsized 
value and innovative 
thought leadership.

U.S. Navy Cmdr. ERIN 

QUAY is serving as 
deputy fleet judge advo-
cate in the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. Quay has received 
several awards through-
out her 14-year career, 
which includes a tour in 
Iraq. Outside of the mili-
tary, Quay volunteers 
at the Norfolk Ronald 
McDonald House and 
sponsors more than 10 
“sisters” in the Women 
for Women Interna-
tional Program, giving 
women from high-con-
flict areas the necessary 
training to start a new 
life and support their 
families. “She leads by 
example and anyone 
who knows her, both 
professionally and per-
sonally, is inspired by 
her proactive role in 
contributing to a better 
world,” writes a friend.

 

THOMAS R. WASKOM was 
promoted to partner 
with Hunton Andrews 
Kurth in Richmond, Va. 
Waskom focuses his 
practice on class action, 
mass tort and environ-
mental litigation. 

of Pennsylvania on May 
15, securing 47 percent 
of the vote in a four-way 
race for the nomination. 
Bartos won 57 of Penn-
sylvania’s 67 counties in 
his first bid for elected 
office. 

The Atlanta Business 
Chronicle featured 
SIMON BLOOM earlier 
this year for his work 
with Hope+Access, a 
nonprofit he founded 
in 2017 for underserved 
Atlanta-area children. 
Bloom, who started his 
firm, Bloom Parham, 11 
years ago, describes the 
nonprofit this way: “It 
arms historically black 
churches in some of the 
toughest neighborhoods 
to bring best-in-brand 
youth support services 
to the kids and families 
just outside the chapel 
doors. We are driving 
generational change to 
attack poverty where it 
lives, starting with our 
kids.” 

ELISHA KING has been 
named DLA Piper’s 
general counsel. King, 
a partner in the Wash-
ington, D.C., office had 
served as the firm’s 
deputy general counsel 
since 2012. She joined 
the firm in 1997 as an 
associate in the em-
ployment practice. 
After promotion to 
partnership, she began 
working with the Office 
of General Counsel in 
2008. 

1998
 
EARSA JACKSON is a 
partner at Dallas-based 
Clark Hill Strasburger 
and is chair of the In-
ternational Foundation 
Association’s Diversity 
Institute. Jackson was 
featured in Franchis-
ing World magazine in 
a piece addressing the 
importance of busi-
nesses, especially fran-
chise businesses, suc-
cessfully responding 
to the changing demo-
graphics of the United 
States. 
 

RAYMOND KRNCEVIC 
joined Tucker Ellis as 
counsel in the firm’s 
trial department. Based 
in Cleveland, Krncevic 
specializes in litigation 
and health care, drawing 
upon two decades of 
in-house, governmen-
tal and private prac-
tice experience. 

ANDREW M. LOHMANN 
was recognized in 
Chambers USA as a 
leader in the field of cor-
porate/mergers and ac-
quisitions law. Lohmann 
is a partner and chair 
of Hirschler Fleischer’s 
business section and 
chair of the mergers and 
acquisitions group in 
Richmond, Va.
 

1999

OLIVIER CATHERINE LL.M. 

joined Sonepar as 
group general counsel, 
in charge of legal, risk 
management and com-
pliance matters. Sonepar 
is the world’s business-
to-business distributor 
of electrical products 
and related solutions, 
with 44,500 employ-
ees over 44 countries 
and 21.6 billion euros in 
revenue in 2017. Cath-
erine remains based in 
Paris but writes that 
his new position gives 
him more opportunities 
to travel in the United 
States, which he is 
happy about. 

CLARISSA A. KANG 
was recognized in 
2018 Super Lawyers 
for Northern Califor-
nia. Kang is a direc-
tor with Trucker Huss’ 
ERISA litigation group 

in San Francisco. She 
has handled a broad 
spectrum of litigation, 
including cases involv-
ing benefit claims, fi-
duciary issues, plan 
administration, multi-
employer plans, with-
drawal liability, delin-
quent contributions, 
plan reimbursement 
and subrogation, non-
ERISA benefit plans 
(such as governmental 
plans and church plans) 
and class actions.

GEORGE O. PETERSON 
was named as one of 
the top 100 attorneys by 
Super Lawyers in 2018. 
 

GREG PETERSON joined 
Maynard Cooper & 
Gale as a shareholder in 
the intellectual prop-
erty practice. Peterson 
has a Ph.D. in biochem-
istry and molecular 
genetics from the Uni-
versity of Alabama at 
Birmingham. He repre-
sents clients on a wide 
variety of IP issues and 
advises clients in trade-
mark prosecution and 
approval of products by 
the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.  
  

SCOTT SPENCE has been 
appointed by U.N. Sec-
retary General António 
Guterres to serve as one 
of nine experts assist-
ing the U.N. Security 
Council Committee 
established pursuant 
to Resolution 1540. He 
started his position in 
mid-April in New York. 

Under the resolution, 
states must not provide 
any form of support to 
nonstate actors that 
attempt to develop, 
acquire, manufacture, 
possess, transport, 

RODGERS ’97 ADVISES 
SPOTIFY’S DIRECT 
LISTING 
GREG RODGERS ’97, a partner at Latham & Watkins in New 
York, co-led the team that advised Spotify Technology, 
the world’s largest global music streaming subscription 
service, in its groundbreaking direct listing this year on 
the New York Stock Exchange.

Unlike in a traditional initial public offering, 
Stockholm-based Spotify did not offer any new shares 
and there were no underwriters. The shares, which can 
be sold directly by stakeholders, began trading under 
the ticker symbol “SPOT” on April 3.

“We are pleased that our direct floor listing, which 
merges trading technology with human judgment, 
contributed to this historic day to help Spotify transition 
to a public company,” NYSE President Tom Farley said 
in a statement.

With no immediate need for capital, Spotify engaged 
in a direct listing to provide liquidity to its large existing 
institutional shareholder base. Spotify’s opening value 
of $29.55 billion made it the third-largest U.S.-listed tech 
IPO on record, according to Dealogic.

“It was a real pleasure to work with Spotify on this 
first-of-its kind deal,” Rodgers said in a news release. 
“Executing a deal with this degree of innovation 
required a full team effort from so many pockets of 
expertise, and it was a genuine pleasure to see our team 
rise to the challenge.”

—Mike Fox

CHARRON ’98 FOUNDS 
COURT OF ARBITRATION 
FOR ART
WILLIAM CHARRON ’98, a partner at Pryor Cashman in 
New York, has founded the Court of Arbitration for 
Art, a new body dedicated exclusively to resolving art 
disputes.

The court was formally launched June 7 in The 
Hague by two groups, the Netherlands Arbitration 
Institute and Authentication in Art. 

Charron is a member of Pryor Cashman’s litigation, 
intellectual property, and media and entertainment 
groups. He is also co-leader of the firm’s art law practice 
and represents clients in art disputes, including in 
particular title and authenticity cases.

“In 2016, it occurred to me that one of the problems 
is how the court system is ill-constructed to resolve 
authenticity disputes in a way that the market may be 
inclined to accept,” he said. “There is more than one 
published decision where a court has openly explained 
that ‘the market,’ not the courts, is the best place to 
‘resolve’ authenticity issues.”

While the parties are free to customize their rules to 
a large extent, the default rules provide for either single- 
or three-arbitrator panels, depending on the value of 
the art in question, with more limited discovery than 
in court, and with international enforcement through 
treaties. The court additionally provides for mediation 
by experienced mediators with backgrounds in art law.

“There are often also questions of how to assign 
burdens of diligence and risks of loss,” he said. “I think 
my law and economics background from UVA has really 
helped my understanding and advocacy of those issues.”

Charron has represented a plaintiff in the largest art 
fraud scandal in American history, involving a now-
defunct gallery in New York known as the Knoedler 
Gallery, which earned tens of millions of dollars from 
the sale of counterfeit artwork.

—Mike Fox
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JEFF L. WHITE was 
named one of Law360’s 
2018 Rising Stars for 
antitrust/competition 
in recognition of his 
ability to navigate com-
plicated merger reviews 
to find solutions that 
get multibillion-dollar 
deals through to closing. 
Law360’s profile high-
lighted White’s work 
advising Allergan on 
the $39 billion sale of its 
global generics business 
to Teva in 2016, which 
he describes as one of 
the most challenging of 
his career. 

TYLER CHANCE YARBRO 

was elected manag-
ing partner of Dodson 
Parker Behm & Cappar-
ella in Nashville, Tenn. 
Yarbro represents busi-
nesses and individuals 
in a wide range of em-
ployment matters. In 
addition to employment 
and business law, her 
litigation practice in-
volves disputes relating 
to personal injury, crimi-
nal and probate matters. 
She joined the firm in 
2011, from the Metro-
politan Nashville Public 
Defender’s Office, 
where she represented 
thousands of clients 
and handled numerous 
jury trials. Yarbro also 
teaches trial advocacy at 
Vanderbilt Law School. 

In 2017, she was ap-
pointed by the Metro 
Council to the Green-
ways and Open Space 
Commission. Previously, 
she served on the Com-
munity Corrections Ad-
visory Board for nine 
years. She also serves 
on the YWCA Advo-
cacy Committee and on 
the board of directors of 
Rooftop Nashville.

2005 

SCOTT HORTON recently 
celebrated the one-
year anniversary of 
the launch of his firm 

Horton Law by pub-
lishing his first book, 
“New York Manage-
ment Law: The Practi-
cal Guide to Employ-
ment Law for Business 
Owners and Managers.” 
The book was published 
by Modern Legal Media 
in paperback and e-book 
format in April.
 

A practicing lawyer in 
Korea since 1992, KIM 

OE-SOOK LL.M. became 
the minister of govern-
ment legislation of the 
Republic of Korea in 
June 2017. The ministry, 
a central administrative 
agency, oversees and co-
ordinates government 
legislation and reviews 
drafts proposed by the 
executive branches by 
taking a government-
wide and comprehen-
sive approach. 

After the bilateral 
meeting between the 
leaders of South Korea 
and the United States, 
she visited the U.S. to 
improve the legislative 
exchange and coopera-
tion in December 2017. 
At that time, she visited 
the Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory 
Affairs, the Office of the 
Legal Adviser of the U.S. 
Department of State, 
and the Office of the 
Legislative Counsel of 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. In particular, 
she met with E. WADE 

BALLOU JR. ’83, the leg-
islative counsel of the 
Office of the Legisla-
tive Counsel of the U.S. 
House of Representa-
tives. They talked, for 
the first time, about 
sharing the legisla-
tive experience of the 
two organizations, and 
Oe-sook reported a 
pleasant exchange.

2006 

JOHN H. DOYLE was 
hired in April by Maine 
Gov. Paul LePage to 

serve as deputy counsel 
and senior policy adviser 
for public safety. Doyle 
formerly worked in the 
Office of the Attorney 
General of Virginia.

CLAYTON T. HOLLAND 
was promoted to 
partner with Hunton 
Andrews Kurth in 
Houston, Texas. Holland 
focuses his practice on 
serving as bond counsel, 
underwriter’s counsel 
and bank counsel in 
tax-exempt financ-
ings for cities, counties, 
school districts, charter 
schools, junior college 
districts, water districts, 
special districts and 
nonprofit corporations. 

DAVID A. REED was pro-
moted to partner with 
Kilpatrick Townsend 
& Stockton. Reed con-
centrates his practice 
on patent infringement 
disputes, with particu-
lar emphasis on district 
court litigation, post-
grant proceedings and 
related appeals. Reed 
lives in Atlanta with 
his wife, Sara, and their 
two girls, Annie and 
Elizabeth.

CRISTIANE “CRISSY” 

R. WOLFE is a partner 
with Krevolin & Horst’s 
corporate practice in 
Atlanta. Wolfe focuses 
her practice on provid-
ing corporate and trans-
action counsel to public 
and private companies 
in a variety of industries, 
including the health care 
and aviation industries. 
Previously, Wolfe was 
a partner in Dentons’ 
Atlanta office. Outside 
of legal practice, Wolfe 
serves on the board of 
Legal Aid Atlanta.

2007
Irell & Manella partner 
REBECCA CARSON was 
one of three lawyers na-
tionwide recognized as 
the 2018 Rising Stars in 
technology by Law360. 
Carson was also named 
one of the 2018 Top 40 
Under 40 Lawyers in 

California by the Daily 
Journal. 

J. AUSTIN CURRY of the 
Dallas-based intellec-
tual property and busi-
ness litigation law firm 
Caldwell Cassady & 
Curry was recognized 
among the state’s top 
young lawyers in Super 
Lawyers’ 2018 Texas 
Rising Stars. This is the 
fifth Rising Stars se-
lection for Curry, who 
focuses his practice on 
patent infringement dis-
putes and complex com-
mercial litigation.

Curry recently 
helped win a $502.6 
million patent infringe-
ment verdict for firm 
client VirnetX Inc. 
against technology 
giant Apple Inc. in the 
U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of 
Texas. That verdict fol-
lowed a 2017 judgment 
of $439.7 million in favor 
of VirnetX following a 
separate Eastern District 
trial the firm also won 
against Apple involving 
different products.

Last November, Curry 
also helped a group of 
Texas property owners 
turn back an attempt by 
the federal government 
to claim nearly 90,000 
acres of private prop-
erty near the Red River 
along the Texas/Okla-
homa border. After pre-
paring the case for trial, 
the firm negotiated a 
settlement that allowed 
the landowners to retain 
their property. The set-
tlement also firmly es-
tablished the border 
between Texas and Okla-
homa as lying within the 
flow of the Red River.

KATHERINE ROHRBAUGH 
recently relocated 
from Illinois to Seattle 
with her husband and 
3-year-old son, Christo-
pher. She is corporate 
counsel, physical stores 
at Amazon. 

2008
ROBERT T. DUMBACHER 
was promoted to 
partner with Hunton 

Andrews Kurth in 
Atlanta. Dumbacher 
focuses his practice on 
representing and ad-
vising employers in 
complex labor relations 
and employment plan-
ning and disputes, in-
cluding trade secrets/
noncompete disputes 
and wage and hour 
issues.

JOHN J. ENGEL, a 
member of Ballard-
Spahr’s real estate de-
partment, has been 
elected to partnership in 
the Baltimore office.

ARYAN MONIRI was pro-
moted to partner with 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom in 
Washington, D.C. Moniri 
represents clients in 
developing, financing, 
acquiring, and selling 
energy and infrastruc-
ture projects, both in the 
U.S. and internationally. 

SETH RAGOSTA is a 
shareholder with 
Lenhart Pettit in Char-
lottesville. Ragosta 
focuses his practice on 
family law, investiga-
tions and litigation com-
pliance, and commercial 
litigation.

KATE SKAGERBERG was 
named as a 2018 Texas 
Rising Star in Super 
Lawyers for defense in 
personal injury (prod-
ucts) claims. Skagerberg 
practices with Beck 
Redden in Houston. 

GRAVES ’06 NAMED 
NATIONAL PRO BONO 
COUNSEL
TIFFANY M. GRAVES ’06 joined Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings in March as its first pro bono counsel, a 
firm-wide position for overseeing the development and 
administration of the firm’s pro bono programs. She is 
based in the firm’s Jackson, Miss., office.

Bradley’s footprint touches nine communities in 
seven states, she said. Over 11 million people live at or 
below poverty in the states in which Bradley has offices.

“My biggest goal in this position is to enhance and 
cultivate our already strong commitment as we work 
to address the unmet and often high-stakes legal needs 
of indigent individuals and charitable institutions 
throughout the Southeast,” Graves said.

Additionally, the Mississippi Bar in July appointed 
Graves chair of the family law sections for the 2018-19 
terms.

She previously served as executive director of the 
Mississippi Access to Justice Commission, promoting 
initiatives to improve and expand access to civil justice 
to the nearly 700,000 Mississippians living in poverty.

Graves also is active with the Mississippi Commission 
on the Status of Women and the Community Advisory 
Board of the MIND Center at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center. She is a fellow of the 
American Bar Foundation and an inaugural fellow of 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation Community Leadership 
Network. 

—Mike Fox 

FITZGERALD ’08, AMONG 
ALUMNI TEAM, WINS DEBUT 
AT U.S. SUPREME COURT
MATT FITZGERALD ’08, co-chair of the appeals and issues group at McGuireWoods’ 
Richmond, Va., office, argued his first case before the U.S. Supreme Court this past 
term and won. BRIAN D. SCHMALZBACH ’10 of McGuireWoods and Charlottesville at-
torney CHARLES L. WEBER JR. ’98 were his co-counsel.

Collins v. Virginia, decided May 29, narrowed the so-called “automobile excep-
tion” with respect to search-and-seizure 
protections, holding that the doctrine 
“does not permit the warrantless entry 
of a home or its curtilage in order to 
search a vehicle therein.” 

The court ruled 8-1 in favor of Char-
lottesville resident Ryan Collins, who 
complained that police, acting without 
a warrant, walked onto his driveway 
and pulled back a tarp covering a mo-
torcycle, which turned out to be stolen. 
Collins had twice eluded police in 
high-speed chases in which he rode an 
orange and black motorcycle, and au-
thorities used Collins’ Facebook page to 
track the motorcycle to his girlfriend’s 
home.

The Supreme Court of Virginia ruled 
in September 2016 that the automobile 
exception applied because the vehicle 
was “readily mobile” with easy access 
to a road and because police reasonably 
believed “the motorcycle was contra-
band.”

McGuireWoods took on the appeal 
pro bono last fall, and Fitzgerald pre-
sented oral argument in January.

“We found this case after the deci-
sion in the Supreme Court of Virginia,” 
he told the Richmond Times-Dispatch. 
“We read the decision ... and we thought 
that it looked interesting, that it might 
be the sort of thing the U.S. Supreme 
Court might be interested in.”

The high court’s opinion, penned by 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, reversed the 
state court and warned that such per-
missive policing would be a slippery 
slope. 

“To allow an officer to rely on the au-
tomobile exception to gain entry into 
a house or its curtilage for the purpose 
of conducting a vehicle search would 
unmoor the exception from its justifi-
cations, render hollow the core Fourth 
Amendment protection the Constitu-
tion extends to the house and its cur-
tilage, and transform what was meant 
to be an exception into a tool with far 
broader application,” Sotomayor wrote.

Over the past several years, Fitzger-
ald also has argued cases in several 
federal appellate courts, as well as 

the Supreme Court of Virginia and the Georgia Supreme Court. He clerked for 
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas and Chief Judge Edward E. Carnes of 
the Eleventh Circuit in Montgomery, Ala.

—Mike Fox

CHARLES L. WEBER JR. ’98

BRIAN SCHMALZBACH ’10  

MATT FITZGERALD ’08
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ALEC SOLOTOROVSKY 
joined Eimer Stahl as 
partner in the firm’s 
antitrust and complex 
litigation practices in 
Chicago, after 10 years 
at Kirkland & Ellis. 
Solotorovsky litigates 
complex commercial 
disputes involving con-
tracts, private equity, 
and other mergers and 
acquisition transac-
tions; trade secrets; 
post-employment re-
strictive covenants 
and executive em-
ployment. His clients 
span industries such 
as finance, construc-
tion, health care, food, 
aerospace, education, 
retail, medical device 
and steel services in-
dustries.

A recipient of the 
U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District 
of Illinois’ 2018 Ex-
cellence in Pro Bono 
Service Award, Soloto-
rovsky has an active pro 
bono practice that in-
cludes civil rights work 
on behalf of incarcer-
ated clients and coun-
seling a local charter 
school on labor, em-
ployment and regula-
tory issues.

SABINA A. VAYNER 
joined Greenberg Trau-
rig’s Atlanta office as 
of counsel in the enter-
tainment and media 
practice and the trade-
mark and brand man-
agement group. Vayner 
represents brand 
owners and creators 
across a broad spec-
trum of industries in 
trademark, copyright, 
and advertising litiga-
tion, enforcement and 
counseling matters. She 
has experience litigat-
ing federal trademark, 

copyright, false adver-
tising, and trade dress 
infringement actions, 
and regularly repre-
sents clients in pro-
ceedings before the 
Trademark Trial and 
Appeal Board. 

For the past six years, 
Vayner has been rec-
ognized as a Georgia 
Rising Star in the area 
of intellectual prop-
erty litigation by Super 
Lawyers magazine. In 
2017, she was named 
one of Atlanta Business 
Chronicle’s “40 Under 
40,” and in 2014, she 
was selected as one of 
Georgia Trend maga-
zine’s “40 Under 40.” 
Vayner has also been 
recognized by the World 
Trademark Review as a 
leading trademark prac-
titioner in the publica-
tion’s annual WTR 1000 
ranking for the past 
three years.
 

2009

ROBERT L. BURNS was 
elected a director at 
Richards, Layton & 
Finger in Wilming-
ton, Del. Burns focuses 
his practice on cor-
porate and commer-
cial litigation in Dela-
ware’s state and federal 
courts, including the 
Court of Chancery and 
the Delaware Supreme 
Court. Burns has liti-
gated numerous cor-
porate control, corpo-
rate governance and 
fiduciary duty matters, 
as well appraisal 
actions and contractual 
disputes. 

BRIAN JOHNSON was 
appointed acting 
deputy director of the 
Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau by 
acting Director Mick 
Mulvaney in July. 
Johnson was formerly 
principal policy direc-
tor at the CFPB.

BRYAN STARRETT was 
recognized in Bench-
mark Litigation’s 40 & 
Under Hot List. Starrett 
is a partner with Brooks 
Pierce in Greensboro, 
N.C., and represents 
clients in all levels of 
state and federal courts, 
including the North 
Carolina Business 
Court.

JOSEPH WARDEN was 
selected as a 2018 life 
sciences Rising Star by 
Law360. The award 
honors attorneys under 
the age of 40 with 
notable accomplish-
ments in their practice 
area. Warden, who is 
based in Fish & Richard-
son’s Delaware office, 
was one of five attorneys 
selected for the distinc-
tion.

Earlier this year, 
Warden argued the 
damages segment of the 
judgment as a matter of 
law that reversed a $2.5 
billion jury verdict—the 
largest patent damages 
award in history—
against client Gilead 
Sciences Inc. The case, 
Idenix Pharmaceuticals 
LLC et al. v. Gilead Sci-
ences Inc., is part of an 
ongoing global dispute 
between Gilead and 
Merck & Co./Idenix 
over Gilead’s two block-
buster drugs, Sovaldi 
and Harvoni. 

Warden was also 
heavily involved in the 
Gilead Sciences Inc. 
v. Merck & Co. Inc., et 
al. trial over the same 
hepatitis C drugs. He 
second-chaired the 
damages portion of 
the March 2016 trial. 
Merck was asking for 
over $2 billion, but the 
jury awarded Merck 
only $200 million. 

That award was sub-
sequently reversed in 
June 2016 after the 
Fish team proved litiga-
tion and business mis-
conduct by Merck and 
that the case was “ex-
ceptional.” Warden led 
the subsequent briefing 
that netted Gilead $14 
million in attorneys’ fees 
in July 2017.
 

2010
EHSAN TABESH was 
named a 2018 Texas 
Rising Star in Super 
Lawyers. Tabesh prac-
tices with Fisher Phil-
lips in Houston. He 
represents employers 
before state and federal 
courts and adminis-
trative agencies on a 
variety of labor and em-
ployment matters.
 

2011

CAROLINE DONOVAN 
was chosen to partici-
pate in the Boston Bar 
Association’s Public 
Interest Leadership 
Program. Donovan is a 
litigator at Foley Hoag. 
Her practice focuses 
on complex civil litiga-
tion in state and federal 
courts, where she regu-
larly represents clients 
in cases involving con-
tract disputes and busi-
ness torts. The PILP 
promotes civic engage-
ment and public service 
by advancing the lead-
ership role of lawyers 
in service to their com-
munity, their profession 
and the state. 

CHARLIE HARRIS relo-
cated from Richmond, 
Va., to join SmithRx 

as its first legal hire 
and senior counsel. 
SmithRx, a San Fran-
cisco-based startup, is a 
next-generation phar-
macy benefit company 
harnessing a modern 
technology platform, 
data analytics and an in-
novative business model 
to deliver more flexible 
and efficient pharmacy 
benefit services.

MELINDA HIGHTOWER 
joined JPMorgan 
Private Bank as exec-
utive director in San 
Francisco.

RACHEL (BROWN) and 
NOAH MINK welcomed 
their second child, 
Sophia “Sophie” Grace, 
on March 6. Sophie 
lives in Alexandria, 
Va., with her parents 
and big sister, Emma. 
Rachel is an attorney 
adviser with the Divi-
sion of Quality at the 
Social Security Admin-
istration’s Office of Ap-
pellate Operations in 
Arlington. Noah is a 
senior associate at Baker 
Botts in Washington, 
D.C., where his practice 
focuses on domestic and 
international disputes 
and investigations.
 

2012

STEPHANIE MOORE 

THROCKMORTON 
and CHARLES 

THROCKMORTON wel-
comed Charles William 
to the family in Decem-
ber. Charles is an asso-
ciate at Carlton Fields 
in Miami and Stepha-
nie is an assistant city 
attorney for the City of 
Coral Gables.

2013

GENEVIEVE AGUILAR 
was chosen to partici-
pate in the Boston Bar 
Association’s Public 
Interest Leadership 
Program. Aguilar is an 
associate with Choate 
Hall & Stewart and 
focuses her practice on 
representing corpora-
tions in a wide range of 
litigation matters, with 
primary emphasis on 
complex trial and ap-
pellate litigation, labor 
and employment issues, 
and government in-
vestigations. The PILP 
promotes civic engage-
ment and public service 
by advancing the lead-
ership role of lawyers 
in service to their com-
munity, their profession 
and the state. 

ALEXANDRA AURISCH 
is an associate in the 
Los Angeles office of 
Ogletree Deakins. She 
represents employ-
ers in class actions and 
single plaintiff cases 
in a wide range of em-
ployment matters, in-
cluding discrimination, 
harassment, wrongful 
termination, misclassi-
fication, and wage and 
hour violations.
 

2015

JACK R. SHIRLEY 
joined Weil, Gotshal 
& Manges as a Dallas-
based associate in the 
firm’s corporate depart-
ment.
 

ELLIS ’15 ADVOCATES 
FOR INCARCERATED 
WOMEN, CHILDREN
SHANNON ELLIS ’15, UVA Law’s 16th Powell Fellow in 
Legal Services, is helping to hold a Virginia prison ac-
countable for its inmates’ health, the latest step in a 
high-profile class-action lawsuit that could have far-
reaching consequences.

Since she began working for the Legal Aid Justice 
Center in January 2017 and as a fellow starting last No-
vember, Ellis has met with more than 100 women at the 
Fluvanna Correctional Center for Women in Troy, Va., 

to help ensure 
they are 
healthy and 
safe, and that 
their rights 
are being met.

“Those 
in prison 
deserve their 
civil and con-
stitutional 
rights, but 
they get en-
tangled in 
the system,” 
Ellis said. “For 
these women, 
the stakes are 
huge—some-
times life or 
death.”

The correctional center was the focus of a 2012 class-
action lawsuit facilitated by LAJC and others, which 
sought constitutionally adequate health care for inmates 
at the facility. The center helped negotiate the case to 
settlement in 2014. The court approved the settlement 
in 2016 and appointed an independent doctor to serve 
as monitor.

In September 2017, inmates—represented pro bono 
by LAJC, Wiley Rein and the Washington Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs—filed a 
subsequent motion asking the court to enforce the set-
tlement agreement, arguing the prison had not lived up 
to its obligations.

When her trial work concludes, Ellis will shift her 
focus to working in the juvenile justice system at the 
Bon Air Juvenile Correctional Center in Chesterfield 
County, Va. The center houses more than 250 children 
and young adults, ages 11 to 20, and is the only youth 
prison in the state.

Ellis worked at LAJC part-time before transition-
ing into full-time employment upon receiving her fel-
lowship.

“From my first day it was really clear that this was 
what I wanted to do,” Ellis said. “When you get involved 
and see someone start to get the care they really need, 
it’s very satisfying.”

Ellis is a “Double ’Hoo” who earned her bachelor’s in 
English in 2012. She previously worked in a family law 
practice and was volunteering pro bono when she re-
alized she wanted to shift to public service to help fix 
flaws in the legal system.

—Julia Davis
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MISSING PERSONS BILL 
BY JONES ’15 BECOMES 
LAW
JAY JONES ’15, a freshman lawmaker in the Virginia House 
of Delegates from Norfolk, recently saw four bills he 
sponsored as chief patron become law, including the 
creation of a statewide critically missing adult alert 
program.

The legislation expanded existing Amber and Silver 
Alerts that have covered children and the elderly, re-
spectively. The disappearance of 19-year-old Ashanti 
Billie from a Virginia Beach Navy base inspired the so-
called “Ashanti Alert.”

“Recent events in Norfolk and around the country 
have increased the need for infrastructure to find invol-
untarily missing persons that law enforcement agencies 
believe have been abducted or are missing under suspi-
cious circumstances,” Jones told UVA Law as the legis-
lative session started in January. “Engaging resources 
quickly will increase the likelihood that we may locate 
the missing person quickly and bring them back to 
safety and keep them out of harm’s way.”

The “critically missing adult” alert is sent out by the 
Virginia State Patrol for missing adults whose “where-
abouts are unknown, who are believed to have been ab-
ducted and whose disappearance poses a credible threat 
to their health and safety.” Police could notify media, 
post on digital billboards and VDOT traffic signs, and 
notify the public through other methods.

Jones’ bill passed the General Assembly unanimously 
and was signed into law by Gov. Ralph Northam in 
March. The law went into effect July 1 and was used the 
very next day to help search for a missing Charlottes-
ville man.

Jones, a lawyer at Bischoff Martingayle, was elected 
to represent the 89th District in 2017 at age 28 and is the 
youngest member of the House. 

—Mike Fox
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2018 EUROPEAN ALUMNI REUNION
Thirty years after the first European Alumni Reunion took place 
in Oxford, organized by KRIS GLEDHILL LL.M. ’85, European alumni 
gathered in Munich for this year’s reunion in July. Organized by 
CHRISTOPH WEBER LL.M. ’08 of Munich and aided by DETLEV OELFKE 

LL.M. ’86 of Hannover, 32 graduates and spouses met for the 
Thursday-Sunday event.

Highlights of the reunion included a tour of the BMW 
Museum, a bus trip around Munich, a formal dinner at Sap-

tenhaus an der Opera, an academic session at the University of 
Munich Law School, a lunch at Hofbrauhaus, dinner at a sports 
bar while viewing World Cup soccer, and a concluding tour and 
lunch at the Bavarian Parliament.

At the closing session, it was decided the next reunion will 
be organized by GEORGE YATES ’73 and held in Lisbon in 2020. 
The group said it hopes that any alumni in Europe will consider 
attending.

 

RECORD NUMBER ATTEND REUNION WEEKEND, MAY 10-12

FAST FACTS:
1,470+ alumni and guests 

attended reunion 

weekend

5,000+ Virginia ham 

biscuits devoured in  

three days

100+ alumni and guests 

walked the halls of 

Monticello and Montpelier

350+ omelets made to 

order during the Mother’s 

Day celebration and 

farewell brunch

150+ magic tricks 

performed for delighted 

kids at the alumni 

barbecue

Former UVA Law deans ROBERT SCOTT, JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73,  THOMAS JACKSON and PAUL MAHONEY joined Dean RISA GOLUBOFF for a panel May 12 at 
Law Alumni Weekend. The event, which was moderated by Vice Dean LESLIE KENDRICK ’06, explored the growth of the Law School, from the move to North Grounds 
and building renovations to fiscal self-sufficiency and faculty traditions. The deans also discussed their top accomplishments and what makes UVA Law special in aca-
demia. WATCH THE FULL PANEL: bit.ly/uvalawdeanspanel
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BEARSKIN
JAMES A. MCLAUGHLIN ’90
HARPER COLLINS

James A. 
McLaughlin ’90 
wrestled with 
the bear for 20 
years. The result 
is “Bearskin,” 
his critically 
acclaimed first 
novel.

The New 
York Times 
named him 
among “4 Writ-
ers to Watch 

This Summer” for his debut effort.
McLaughlin spoke to the Times about his struggle 

to complete a draft that would be viewed as market-
able: “One agent looked at it and said, ‘You know, it’s 
not literary enough to be a literary novel, and it’s not 
thrilling enough to be a thriller.’”

He kept revising.
McLaughlin began the story after law school as a 

student in Virginia’s Master of Fine Arts program. 
A novella version of the story appeared in the 

Missouri Review in 2008. It won the William Peden 
Prize in fiction in 2009. 

“Bearskin” is the story of Rice Moore, a nature 
preserve caretaker with an illicit past who runs up 
against bear poachers. The novel has been praised 
for its descriptive scene-setting in Virginia and Utah, 
and for its action sequences. 

“Told in spare prose and portraying the authentic 
mechanics of hunting, combat and psychological 
defense,” a Kirkus reviewer states, “the novel dares 
the reader to root for this damaged antihero but 
convinces us that he’s worth it.”

McLaughlin’s legal career, too, has been focused 
on the outdoors. He is policy director for Conserva-
tion Partners, a Virginia-based LLC that helps land-
owners participate in land conservation through 
easement donation. His expertise is in conservation, 
real estate and tax law. 

The Virginia native resides in Salt Lake City with 
his wife, NANCY ASSAF MCLAUGHLIN ’90, who teaches 
tax law at the University of Utah.

He is currently at work on two novels that ex-
pand upon Rice Moore’s narrative.

UNDERSTANDING 
CORPORATE LAW 
FIFTH EDITION
DOUGLAS M. 
BRANSON LL.M. ’74 
AND ARTHUR PINTO

CAROLINA ACADEMIC PRESS

This book offers a clear 
and comprehensive 
treatment of key 
concepts in corporate 
law for law students. 
Significant business, 
economic and policy 
issues are highlighted in 
connection with a 
thorough analysis of the 
important cases and 
statutory provisions 
used in the study of 
corporations. It includes 
the major theoretical 
approaches used in 
current corporate law 
literature.

50 AFTER 50 
REFRAMING THE NEXT 
CHAPTER OF YOUR LIFE
MARIE LEONARD 
OLSEN ’88 
ROWMAN & LITTLEFIELD

When she turned 50, Marie Leonard Olsen ’88 
had the distinct feeling that she was on the 
downward slope of her life. Actuarially speaking, 
she was. 

So when she turned 50, her gift to herself was 
to go on a crusade to make the most of whatever 
time she had left. She set out to do 50 new things 

that were significant, at least to her. The list spanned physical challenges, adven-
ture travel and lifestyle changes. Each taught her something about herself and 
about how she wanted to lead the next years of her life to come. 

The book follows the work she did to accomplish those 50 new things and 
shows readers how to make their own action lists—whether it be joining a knit-
ting club or hiking the Himalayas. 

Olsen is an attorney with the firm Pels Law in Bethesda, Md., where she 
works as a general litigator handling construction, corporate, tax and other liti-
gation matters. Early in her career, she served as special counsel to the assistant 
attorney general for legislative affairs at the U.S. Department of Justice, from 
1992-95.

She is the author of several books and hosts/produces a live FM radio show, 
“Inside Out,” which focuses on diversity issues.

THE FALLEN
AMOS DECKER NO. 4
DAVID BALDACCI ’86
GRAND CENTRAL

Amos Decker is the 
Memory Man. Fol-
lowing a football-re-
lated head injury that 
altered his personality, 
Decker is now unable to 
forget even the smallest 
detail—as much a curse 
as it is a blessing. 

Decker investigates a 
string of deaths, associ-
ated with obscure Bible 
verses and odd symbols, 
that may be only one 
small piece of a much 
larger scheme.

With his singular 
talents, Decker may be 
the only one who can 
crack this bizarre case. 

JIM WRENN
WILLIAM GUERRANT ’85  
ROUGH BRANCH PUBLISHING

Seeing something of 
himself in a struggling 
teenage boy, an old man 
faces one final chal-
lenge—and an opportu-
nity to bring closure to a 
secret past. 

Spanning nearly 
nine decades, from the 
mountains of western 
Virginia, to a riverside 
mill town, to a farm 
in the Piedmont, this 
book is based on a true 
story of lives marked by 
tragedy, resilience, and, 
ultimately, the discov-
ery of purpose and 
belonging.

UNBROKEN THREADS
JENNIFER KLEPPER ’92
RED ADEPT PUBLISHING

Jessica Donnelly’s life 
is beginning to unravel. 
When the attorney 
turned stay-at-home 
mom tentatively vol-
unteers to represent 
Amina Hamid, a woman 
seeking asylum, Jessica 
must learn an unfa-
miliar area of the law. 
Soon, rising opposition 
to Muslim immigra-
tion and unexpected 
prejudices put her 
relationships on shaky 
ground. Amina fled 
Syria with little more 
than memories that now 
fight against the images 

splashed on the news. 
Seeking a secure future 
and freedom from guilt 
and grief, she must learn 
to trust others amidst 
the reality of fear and 
hate. To find stability, 
Jessica and Amina will 
both need to harness 
their own strengths, 
which may lie in con-
nections that transcend 
generations, cultures 
and continents.

THE GENE POLICE
ELLIOTT LIGHT ’73
BANCROFT PRESS

Jennifer Rice is brutally 
murdered. The evi-
dence: DNA found at the 
scene that belongs to a 

man long thought dead, 
and a shadowy 50-year-
old photograph of a 
woman holding a baby 
taken at a nearby farm.

What happened to 
the baby? Who is in the 
photograph? And who 
killed Jennifer Rice?

The answers open a 
window into an era of 
eugenics that produced 
Virginia’s racial purity 
laws.

NEVER GOODBYE
ADAM D. MITZNER ’89 
PAVIA & HARCOURT 

After her sister was mur-
dered, Ella Broden meted 
out her own punish-
ment, then abandoned 

her career to pursue her 
passion as a singer. But 
another murder that hits 
close to home draws her 
back to seek justice. 

Dana Goodwin is the 
newly appointed deputy 
chief in the Special 
Victims Bureau, replac-
ing Ella. For her, the 
case is also personal, but 
behind Dana’s relent-
less pursuit, her motives 
might be running deeper 
than anyone can see. 
Her secrets, too.

HOT EARTH HELL!  
THE MASTER 
ALGORITHM 
THE QUESTIONS
NOBODY’S ASKING 
PAUL B. FARRELL ’67 

Physicist Stephen 
Hawking told us the 
future of human civili-
zation is in space. What 
about living here, now, 
till then? This book is 
designed to help readers 
understand what’s 
coming, why it’s mean-
ingful and where we’re 
going next.

UNDERSTANDING 
AND OVERCOMING 
COGNITIVE BIASES 
FOR LAWYERS AND 
LAW STUDENTS 
BECOMING A BETTER 
LAWYER THROUGH 
COGNITIVE SCIENCE
E. SCOTT FRUEHWALD 
LL.M. ’94 S.J.D. ’01 
CREATESPACE

This book helps lawyers 
and future lawyers un-
derstand the cognitive 
biases that can affect 
their law practices. It 
demonstrates how to 
think more clearly and 
how to avoid uncon-
scious ethical lapses 
and being manipulated 
through such biases. 
The book also explains 
how you can use cogni-
tive biases in persuasion.

FROM 
REBEL YELL 
TO REVOLUTION:  
MY FOUR YEARS 
AT UVA 
1966-1970
JOEL GARDNER ’74
BRANDYLANE PUBLISHERS

Arriving at UVA as a 
total outsider in 1966, 
Gardner, a born and 
bred New Yorker, soon 
found himself immersed 
in a sheltered world of 
customs and traditions 
that had existed virtu-
ally unchanged for 
decades. Gardner recre-
ates the turbulent world 
of UVA in the late 1960s, 
a microcosm of the tides 
of change that swept the 
world. In these four 
short years, blazers and 

bourbon gave way to 
denim and demonstra-
tions, changing the face 
of Mr. Jefferson’s Uni-
versity and forever alter-
ing the spirit of an 
American institution.

NEW YORK 
MANAGEMENT LAW: 
THE PRACTICAL 
GUIDE TO 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
FOR BUSINESS 
OWNERS AND 
MANAGERS
SCOTT HORTON ’05 
MODERN LEGAL MEDIA

Do you have employees 
reporting to you? This is 
a tremendous responsi-
bility, both to them and 
your company. Espe-

cially in New York, there 
is a complex web of laws 
that regulate the work-
place. If you don’t know 
or follow them, then 
litigation could, unfortu-
nately, be right around 
the corner. This guide 
helps managers reduce 
their risk of creating 
compliance issues.

APPELLATE 
PRACTICE FOR THE 
MARYLAND LAWYER 
FIFTH EDITION
STEVEN M. KLEPPER ’01, 
ANDREW D. LEVY AND PAUL 
MARK SANDLER, EDITORS 

This book is an au-
thoritative reference 
for attorneys handling 
appeals in Maryland 

and federal courts, tai-
lored for expert prac-
titioners who handle 
appeals regularly and 
attorneys who handle 
appeals infrequently. 
The text includes a trove 
of advice on fundamen-
tal procedures, esoteric 
techniques and practi-
cal strategies for lawyers 
representing clients on 
appeal and lawyers rep-
resenting clients at the 
trial level who want to 
maximize their chances 
of prevailing in an even-
tual appeal.
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S. Eason Balch ’48
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

April 14, 2018

Thomas F. Ellis ’48
RALEIGH, N.C. 

July 12, 2018

Joseph H. Johnson Jr. ’49
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

May 30, 2018

John L. Ray ’52
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. 

Aug. 17, 2018

Elizabeth Taliaferro Allen ’53
HADDAM, CONN.

Oct. 18, 2017

John A. Keeffe ’53
SOMERS, N.Y.

April 30, 2018

William M. Scaife Jr. ’53
FREDERICKSBURG, VA.

May 22, 2018

James D. McClister ’56
KITTANNING, PA. 

June 24, 2018

Frank M. Steadman Jr. ’56
SUMMIT, N.J. 

May 9, 2018

Earle S. Bates Jr. ’57
LEXINGTON, VA.

Aug. 29, 2017

George F. Darden Jr. ’57
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.

June 17, 2018

Randolph B. Chichester ’58
RICHMOND, VA. 

May 26, 2018

Marc Jacobson ’58 
NORFOLK, VA. 

April 5, 2018

C. Lawson Willard III ’59
STONINGTON, CONN.

June 1, 2018

A. Key Foster Jr. ’60
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 

May 24, 2018

Lloyd T. Smith Jr. ’60
CHARLOTTESVILLE

June 25, 2018

Lawrence Kahan ’61
CORONADO, CALIF. 

July 17, 2016

Howard J. Brinner Jr. ’62
CHARLOTTESVILLE

July 13, 2018

Edward M. Prince ’62
CHEVY CHASE, MD. 

April 20, 2018

Edward J. Handler III ’64
DARIEN, CONN. 

July 5, 2018

George C. Doub Jr. ’65
OWINGS MILLS, MD. 

June 24, 2018

James M. Shoemaker Jr. ’65
GREENVILLE, S.C. 

July 14, 2018

Michael L. Slive ’65
VESTAVIA, ALA. 

May 16, 2018

Allison W. Taft Eden ’66
WILSON, WYO.

 May 5, 2018 

Arthur H. Portnoy ’66
 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

May 22, 2018

Edgar F. Puryear Jr. ’67
MADISON, VA. 

Aug. 4, 2018

Joseph A. Heffington III ’68
FALLFIELD, MO. 

July 5, 2018

David S. Lott ’70
BEAUFORT, S.C. 

June 19, 2018

Daniel P. Card II ’72
DARDENNE, MO. 

May 2, 2018

Stewart E. Farrar ’72
RICHMOND, VA. 

July 7, 2018

Paul W. Zeller ’72
MOBILE, ALA. 

Aug. 6, 2018

Frederick C. E. Murray ’73
REIDSVILLE, N.C.

 Aug. 26, 2018

Gary M. Nuckols ’74
FREDERICKSBURG, VA. 

April 5, 2018

William B. Wagner ’74
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

March 20, 2018

James W. Batchelor ’75
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 

Aug. 11, 2018

J. Gordon Hylton Jr. ’77
CHARLOTTESVILLE 

May 2, 2018

Terry L. Tereskerz ’77
CHARLOTTESVILLE

July 28, 2018

Wendell G. Large ’78
PORTLAND, MAINE

April 7, 2018

Patrick Finnegan ’79
MIDLOTHIAN, VA. 

July 2, 2018

Jack H. White ’79
FAIRFAX STATION, VA.

Aug. 9, 2018

Eric E. Vickers ’81
ST. LOUIS

April 13, 2018

Daniel Schorsch ’82
WAYNESBORO, VA. 

May 17, 2018

Stephen J. McEwen Jr. LL.M. ’86
NEWTON SQUARE, PA.

May 26, 2018

Benjamin Fenton Tompkins ’86
SAN FRANCISCO

Sept. 10, 2017

Wilton L. White ’88
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. 

July 10, 2018

Diane Shaffer Gallo ’90
GLEN ROCK, N.J.

July 11, 2018
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Can you brag a little bit, and tell us about your greatest 
accomplishments in your career?

Accomplishments come in various packages. Some are 
quantitative: I’m closing in fast on 100 appellate argu-
ments. Some are feats of stamina: In May, I had four argu-
ments, in four different circuits, in nine days. (Do not try 
this at home.) Some are particularly meaningful: I spend 
much of my pro bono time litigating on behalf of 
death-row inmates—work that has led to the 
highest highs, and lowest lows, of my 
time at the firm. And others are more 
slow-building: Having been at Ho-
gan Lovells for as long as I have, 
I’ve had the chance to work with 
many dozens of lawyers, and to 
instill in them, I hope, the vir-
tues that UVA Law embodies to 
me—exceptional skill, warmth, 
collegiality and fair play. And my 
teenage daughters would tell you 
that my greatest accomplishment 
is them (co-parenting alongside my 
husband, John Faust ’93).  As usual, they 
are right.  

What is the toughest case you’ve won, and how did 
you do it? 

I’ve won multi-hundred-million dollar appeals and 
argued Supreme Court cases that you can find in civil 
procedure and international law textbooks. But one of 
the toughest cases I’ve won was a mock oral argument 
at the Washington Shakespeare Theater, against a 
formidable Chicago trial lawyer, before several federal 
judges, in front of an audience of several hundred 
theater-goers. [See http://bit.ly/catestetson.]  My 
client, Olivia (the countess from “Twelfth Night”), was 
suing her husband, Sebastian, for having lured her into 
marriage on false pretenses. Audience members voted 
at the end of the argument by placing chips—red for 
Sebastian, blue for Olivia—in corresponding bags. The 
blue bag landed on my side with a very satisfying thud.

What are the keys to being a great appellate litigator?
Listening. Preparation. Humility. Grace and concision 
under extreme time pressure.

This issue is focused on the future of law. What do you 
hope changes about law in the future?

The traditional way lawyers bill their time is hourly. I’ve 
never understood this. It produces skewed 

incentives, and it rewards hours of 
unproductive toil more than a minute 

of sheer inspiration, when the latter 
is clearly more valuable to the 

client. On the counsel-selection 
side: Clients are paying more 
attention these days to 
diversity in their teams, but 
many still lag behind when 
choosing diverse lead trial 
and appellate counsel. The 

conservative course is to 
choose the veteran—and that 

veteran is more likely than not a 
white man of a certain age. Clients 

opening their minds beyond the usual 
short list might just get them a better lawyer 

for their matter.

What lessons from your law school days have served 
you well?

Work hard. Be kind. Raise your hand. Learn people’s 
names—everyone’s names, including all the unsung people 
who make the Law School and the building run.

You have the last word. What do you want to say?
My last word is for the law students who struggle with 
public speaking. So did I. (I still do.) The very fact that 
public speaking is daunting to you will make you a 
better lawyer, in the end: You will listen more, prepare 
more and approach each argument with more humility. 
And not coincidentally, those three features are the 
features that make a great appellate litigator. See supra.

THE LAST WORD 
Cate Stetson ’94
PARTNER; CO-DIRECTOR, APPELLATE PRACTICE GROUP; ELECTED MEMBER, GLOBAL BOARD; HOGAN LOVELLS

DESCRIBE YOUR JOB and what you like about it. 
I’m an appellate litigator. I co-head the practice; I also serve as a member of the firm’s Global 
Board. What I love is that I get to be a generalist—a rare thing these days. I handle the legal 
gamut, from constitutional issues to regulatory appeals to patent appeals to habeas appeals, on 
behalf of all sorts of clients, from multinational companies to death-row prisoners.
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ALUMNI EVENTS
Events
DEC. 6 WASHINGTON, D.C.
Metropolitan Club
6:30-8:30 P.M. HOLIDAY RECEPTION

DEC. 13 CHARLOTTESVILLE
Greencroft
6-7:30 P.M. HOLIDAY RECEPTION

JAN. 22 LOS ANGELES
Craft
6-7:30 P.M. RECEPTION

JAN. 23 SAN FRANCISCO
The Olympic Club City Clubhouse
11:45 A.M. RECEPTION  12:15 P.M. LUNCH

JAN. 23 PALO ALTO
The Village Pub
6-7:30 P.M. RECEPTION

FEB. 7 ATLANTA
W Atlanta Midtown
11:45 A.M. RECEPTION  12:15 P.M. LUNCH

FEB. 7 BIRMINGHAM
City Club Birmingham
6-7:30 P.M. RECEPTION

FEB. 21 NEW YORK CITY
Yale Club
11:45 A.M. RECEPTION  12:15 P.M. LUNCH

MARCH 21 NORTHERN VIRGINIA
The Ritz-Carlton Tysons Corner
6:30-8 P.M. RECEPTION

JUNE 4 WASHINGTON, D.C.
The Willard
11:45 A.M. RECEPTION  12:15 P.M. LUNCH

JUNE 13 RICHMOND
Jefferson Hotel 
6-7:30 P.M. RECEPTION

Reunions
MAY 10-12 CHARLOTTESVILLE 
FOR THE CLASSES OF: 

1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 
1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 
2009, 2014  

AND THE  Lile Law Society
ALL ALUMNI  
ARE WELCOME.

CONNECT 
WITH ALUMNI 
AT A RECEPTION 
NEAR YOU. 
law.virginia.edu/alumni


