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FACULTY 
NEWS PRAKASH TESTIFIES 

BEFORE CONGRESS ON 
PRESIDENTIAL POWER, 
MUELLER REPORT
Former Special Counsel ROBERT MUELLER ’73 gave his public testimony to Congress in July, 
hewing closely to the report that he and his staff, including AARON ZEBLEY ’96, prepared as an 
inquiry into the 2016 presidential election. 

Professor SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH was among the academics who testified before the U.S. 
House Judiciary Committee on June 20 in the runup to Mueller’s appearance. Prakash 
responded to questions about presidential power raised by the report, which investigated 
Russian electoral interference and possible connections between President Donald Trump and 

his campaign affiliates. 
Prakash is the James Monroe 

Distinguished Professor of Law 
and Paul G. Mahoney Research 
Professor of Law. His scholarship 
focuses on separation of powers, 
particularly executive powers, 
and he is the author of “Imperial 
from the Beginning: The Consti-
tution of the Original Executive.”

Of particular interest to the 
House committee was the issue of 
obstruction of justice, if the presi-
dent committed it (the Mueller 
report outlined 10 possible in-
stances) and, if so, whether a pres-

ident can or should be held accountable. Prakash reiterated his thoughts for Congress in an 
article posted to the UVA Law website.

“To be clear, I am not saying that obstruction statutes cannot be applied to the president,” 
Prakash said. “I am only saying that these generic statutes ought not to be read to apply to gov-
ernment officials, including the president. If Congress made clear, via amendments, that these 
statutes apply to presidents, the difficult constitutional question would be squarely presented, 
namely whether Congress can make certain exercises of presidential authority a crime.”

Prakash added, “Presidents can commit obstruction in a more colloquial sense—namely, 
hindering an investigation—and they can commit obstruction in a loose impeachment sense. 
Nothing I said in my testimony should be construed as implying that all of the president’s 
actions were appropriate. Further, the House can impeach on the grounds that the president 
obstructed an investigation (or sought to) in a colloquial sense that goes beyond our federal 
laws. The House (and the Senate) can impeach for offenses that have nothing to do with viola-
tion of federal criminal laws.”

In his sworn testimony, Prakash also said the president has broad constitutional authority 
over the Department of Justice, the FBI and special counsels. In addition, he said, Mueller was 
wrong to indicate that DOJ rules prevented him from declaring that the president did or did 
not commit a crime.

“There is no such DOJ bar, much less a constitutional one,” Prakash said.
—Eric Williamson and Mike Fox
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KENNETH S. ABRAHAM   
authored the 
following papers: 
“There’s No Such 
Thing as Affirmative 
Duty” in the Iowa 
Law Review (with 
LESLIE KENDRICK ’06); 
“The Future Is Almost 
Here: Inaction Is 
Actually Mistaken 
Action” in the Virginia 
Law Review Online 
(with Stanford law 
professor Robert L. 
Rabin); and “Plain 
Meaning, Extrinsic 
Evidence, and 
Ambiguity: Myth and 
Reality in Insurance 
Policy Interpretation” 
in the Connecticut 
Insurance Law Journal. 
He also appeared in 
Episode 6 of the UVA 
Law podcast “Common 
Law,” titled “A Future 
with Autonomous 
Vehicles.”

BARBARA ARMACOST ’89 

will publish a policing 
article in the Ohio 
State Law Review 
this fall. She taught a 
weeklong intensive 
course at Regent College 
in British Columbia, 
Canada, titled “Seek 
Justice: Law, Advocacy 
and the Redemptive 
Work of God.” The class 
covered, among other 
things, the meaning and 
obligations of justice, 
religious freedom, and 
religious arguments in 
the public square. She 
also gave a livestreamed 
public lecture at Regent 
titled “Are We Asking 
Law To Do Too Much 
(or Too Little) in a 
Broken World?”

MICHAL BARZUZA  
participated, along with 
Chief Justice Leo Strine, 
as a panelist on “The 
Future of Federalism” 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania Law 
School; presented 
“Long-Term Bias” 
(with Eric Talley of 
Columbia Law School) 
at Columbia, at a Gibson 
Dunn roundtable and at 
Fordham Law School; 
and participated as a 
panelist in the Kirkland 
& Ellis M&A roundtable.

RICHARD BONNIE ’69 
co-chaired the Na-
tional Academies of 
Sciences, Engineer-
ing and Medicine 
report “The Promise 
of Adolescence: Real-
izing Opportunity for 
All Youth,” released 
in May. The commit-
tee’s mandate was to 
examine the neuro-
biological and socio-
behavioral science of 
adolescence and the ad-
vances that have been 
made in the science of 
adolescent development 
in recent years. He pre-
sented the report at the 
UVA Medical Center 
Hour in October. He 
has also been busy this 
summer following up 
on the NASEM Opioid 
report released in July 
2017. The FDA an-
nounced that it will be 
embracing the public 
health framework for 
regulating opioids that 
he and others proposed 
in that report and will 
be holding a public 
hearing on the implica-
tions of the new frame-
work, and the agency’s 
authority to implement 
it, on Sept. 17. He will be 
making a presentation 
at that hearing. He also 

spoke about the report 
at the Virginia Bar As-
sociation Summer 
Meeting on July 19. In 
June, he filed an amicus 
brief in Kahler v. Kansas 
at  the U. S. Supreme 
Court on behalf of 
290 law professors in 
support of a ruling that 
abolishing the insanity 
defense would violate 
the due process clause. 
It was co-written with 
Professor Stephen 
Morse of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Law 
School. In his work on 
the Steering Commit-
tee for the Consortium 
on Risk-Based Firearm 
Policy, he made presen-
tations on “Extreme 
Risk Protection Orders” 
at a meeting at Johns 
Hopkins School of 
Public Health on May 
29 and participated in 
a webinar on the same 
subject for the National 
Council for Behavioral 
Health on Aug. 19.

DARRYL BROWN ’90

authored the forth-
coming articles “Pro-
cedural Accidents: Re-
thinking Responsibility 
for Litigation Errors,” 
to appear in the Texas 
Law Review, and “The 
Case for a Trial Fee: 
What Money Can Buy 
in Criminal Process,” to 
appear in the Califor-
nia Law Review. He also 
accepted an invitation 
to deliver the annual 
Barrock Lecture on 
Criminal Law at Mar-
quette University School 
of Law in November, 
titled “What Offenses 
Should Prosecutors 
Charge?” He is sched-
uled to give a keynote 
address on American 
criminal process at an 
international sympo-
sium on Fundamen-
tal Reforms in Crimi-
nal Justice in April 
2020 at the University 
of Hamburg Faculty of 
Law in Germany.

BARZUZA NAMED 
RESEARCH MEMBER 
AT CORPORATE 
GOVERNANCE INSTITUTE 
Professor MICHAL BARZUZA was named a research 
member of the Brussels-based European Corporate 
Governance Institute, which was founded in 2001 
to improve corporate governance by fostering 
independent scientific research and related activities.

She was one of 17 new research members announced 
April 10. The new research members, who are drawn 
from academia in Europe, North America and Asia, 
were admitted on the quality of their academic work in 
the field of corporate governance and stewardship.

Barzuza researches and teaches corporate law, 
corporate governance, corporate finance, regulatory 
competition, and law and economics.

Her work has been published in top legal and 
finance peer review journals. Her research analyzing 
Nevada’s attempt to compete with Delaware over 
incorporations by offering lax law received national 
attention and was covered by leading business 
journals. Barzuza’s recent paper “Long-Term Bias,” 
co-authored with Eric Talley of Columbia Law 
School, inspired an analysis published by The Wall 
Street Journal and will be published in the Columbia 
Business Law Review.

—Mike Fox 
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This summer KEVIN 

COPE presented 
working papers at 
workshops in four 
countries, including 
at Princeton Univer-
sity, ETH Zurich, Uni-
versity College Dublin 
and Hebrew Univer-
sity in Israel. He also 
presented his co-au-
thored paper, “An Ex-
pert-Sourced Measure 
of Judicial Ideology,” 
at the Law School’s 
faculty workshop in 
August. His co-au-
thored article (with 
professors Cosette 
Creamer of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota 
and MILA VERSTEEG), 
“Empirical Studies of 
Human Rights Law,” 
was published this fall 
in the Annual Review of 
Law and Social Science. 
In August, Cope re-
ceived an affiliated ap-
pointment as associ-
ate professor of public 
policy with UVA’s 
Frank Batten School of 
Leadership and Public 
Policy.

QUINN CURTIS’ recent 
article on the Depart-
ment of Labor Fiduciary 
Rule, “The Fiduciary 
Rule Controversy and 
the Future of Invest-
ment Advice,” was pub-
lished in the Harvard 
Business Law Review. 
“Revealing Corpo-
rate Financial Misre-
porting,” with busi-
ness professors Justin 
Hopkins and Dain Do-
nelson, is forthcoming 
in the peer-reviewed 
journal Contemporary 
Accounting Research. 
Curtis’ current proj-
ects focus on retirement 
savings and corporate 
governance.

In the spring, ASHLEY 

DEEKS spoke at the 2019 
Columbia Law Review 
symposium “Common 
Law for the Age of Ar-
tificial Intelligence.” 
Her contribution ex-
plored the contexts in 
which courts will begin 
to confront algorithms 
and the ways in which 
courts will demand ex-
planations of how al-
gorithms make predic-
tions. In May, she gave 
a talk titled “War Al-
gorithms: Who Will 
Decide in Future Con-
flicts?” at the Geneva 
Centre for Security 
Policy. In June, she 
spoke at a Hebrew Uni-
versity workshop in 
Rotterdam, the Nether-
lands, on the problem of 
how to attribute cyber-
attacks. She also pre-
sented a paper called 
“Coding International 
Humanitarian Law” at 
the Hague Centre for 
Strategic Studies in the 
Netherlands. In Sep-
tember, she presented 
“High-Tech Interna-
tional Law” at an inter-
national law workshop 
at Harvard Law School. 
She also took part in 
the annual Duke-UVA 
Foreign Relations 
Roundtable, where she 
presented a paper on 
the new role of technol-
ogy companies in the 
government secrecy 
ecosystem.

In May, KIM FERZAN 
presented “Repatria-
tion and the Reach of 
the Realm” at a confer-
ence on Antony Duff’s 
book, “The Realm of 
the Criminal Law,” held 
by the Rutgers Institute 
for Law and Philosophy.

In August, Ferzan 
traveled to Canberra, 

BONNIE ’69 CHAIRS NATIONAL 
ACADEMIES REPORT ON 
ADOLESCENT BRAIN DEVELOPMENT
A UVA-led National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine report 
has found that adolescence, like infancy, is a critical period of development—and 
it is not being used to its full potential by society.

The report, “The Promise of Adolescence: Realizing Opportunity for All 
Youth,” published in May, was chaired by RICHARD BONNIE ’69, the Harrison Foun-
dation Professor of Medicine and Law, and the director of UVA’s Institute of 
Law, Psychiatry and Public Policy.

“The adolescent brain undergoes a remarkable transformation that underpins 
amazing advances in learning and creativity,” Bonnie said. “As a society, we bear 
a collective obligation to unleash the creativity of the adolescent brain while 
cushioning adolescents from experiences that could endanger their future well-
being.”

Bonnie said there are four key findings. “One is the dramatic extent of brain 
development during adolescence,” he said.

The second key finding is that the brain evolves to respond to the needs of 
human beings as they grow. For adolescents, this means the brain changes to 
enable them to move from living under the protection of their parents to becom-
ing mature adults.

The resilience of the adolescent brain is another key finding. Young people 
can rebound and heal from abuse or neglect that may have happened during 
childhood.

Finally, Bonnie said that for millions of adolescents, the stage in life represents 
a period of missed opportunity because of inequities measurable by race, ethnic-
ity, socioeconomic status and other factors.

The report recommends ways society can capitalize on these developmental 
opportunities and address inequities.

—Jane Kelly 
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Australia, where she 
was a visiting academic 
fellow at Australia 
National University’s 
School of Philosophy. 
While there, she pre-
sented “What Does 
#BelieveWomen 
Require?” at the uni-
versity’s Centre for 
Moral, Social and Po-
litical Theory seminar. 
She also presented the 
paper in September 
at Princeton Univer-
sity for the American 
Society for Political and 
Legal Philosophy con-
ference on Truth and 
Evidence. Her paper 
will be published in 
NOMOS. 

Ferzan said she was 
“delighted” to offici-
ate the wedding of two 
of her former students, 
ALEX HADEN ’17 and 
ASHLEY ANGELOTTI ’17, 
in September.

On March 24, KIM 

FORDE-MAZRUI pre-
sented a paper with 
co-author JEREMY 

BENNIE ’18 at the 
Fourth National People 
of Color Legal Scholar-
ship Conference hosted 
by the American Uni-
versity Washington 
College of Law. Forde-
Mazrui also presented 
the paper “Motivating 
Racial Justice Through 
Contact: A Call for Na-
tional Civil Service” 
to UVA’s law faculty 
July 2. 

Forde-Mazrui co-
organized a confer-
ence held Sept. 27-29 at 
UVA Law titled “One 
Year After Charlottes-
ville: Responding to the 
Resurgence of Racism 
with Reconciliation.” 
Co-planners included 
professors DAYNA 

BOWEN MATTHEW ’87, 
as primary organizer, 
and JOSH BOWERS. 
The Virginia Law 
Review published 
several papers from the 
conference, including a 
foreword by Dean RISA 

GOLUBOFF. The confer-

ence was sponsored by 
the Center for the Study 
of Race and Law. 

Forde-Mazrui orga-
nized another center 
event, “The Hard Work 
of Social Justice: A Con-
versation With Women 
of August 11-12,” held 
Jan. 31 in honor of 
UVA’s Community 
MLK Celebration. The 
event began with a 
screening of the new 
Emmy Award-winning 
documentary “Charlot-
tesville.” Goluboff then 
presented this year’s 
Gregory H. Swanson 
Award to MICHELE 

ST. JULIEN ’20, and 
Matthew moderated a 
90-minute discussion 
with eight women con-
nected to Aug. 11-12. 
The event was standing 
room only in Caplin Pa-
vilion and was covered 
by local news media. 

Also under the aus-
pices of the center, 
Forde-Mazrui arranged 
for a short course, Criti-
cal Race Theory, taught 
by Duke law profes-
sor Trina Jones in Feb-
ruary at UVA Law.
The center also hosted 
Jones’ paper presen-
tation “DNA-Based 
Race?” at the Law 
School in partnership 
with UVA’s Working 
Group on Racial In-
equality. On March 19, 
Forde-Mazrui hosted a 
discussion at his home 
titled “Could the Equal 
Rights Amendment 
Harm Women’s Equal-
ity?: Potential Guidance 
from Race Law.” The 
event was co-sponsored 
by the center, Women 
of Color, Feminist Legal 
Forum and Virginia 
Law Women.

MICHAEL GILBERT pre-
sented “Insincere Evi-
dence” in May at the 
American Law and 
Economics Associa-
tion meetings, hosted 
by New York Univer-
sity, and in June at the 
“Political Economy and 

Public Law” confer-
ence, hosted by Princ-
eton. Co-authored 
with Professor SEAN 

SULLIVAN ’13 of the Uni-
versity of Iowa College 
of Law, the paper will 
be published in the Vir-
ginia Law Review. 

Gilbert’s paper “The 
Law and Economics of 
Entrenchment” was 
accepted for publica-
tion in the Georgia Law 
Review. With a group 
of co-authors, Gilbert 
published two papers 
using data collected 
during the 2016 elec-
tion: “Waiting to Vote 
in the 2016 Presiden-
tial Election: Evidence 
From a Multi-County 
Study,” in Political Re-
search Quarterly, and 
“Pedagogical Value of 
Polling-Place Obser-
vation by Students,” in 
Political Science and 
Politics. Gilbert co-
authored “For Cam-
paign Finance Viola-
tors, Crime Pays” with 
SAMIR SHETH ’19 for the 
Take Care blog. Gilbert 
continues to work 
with Professor Robert 
Cooter of the University 
of California at Berke-
ley on a book on public 
law and economics. He 
organized and attended 
a conference on the 
book at Berkeley Law 
in October. Along with 
DEBORAH HELLMAN 
and other faculty from 
the University, Gilbert 
co-leads a UVA Democ-
racy Initiative called 
CLEAR: Corruption 
Lab for Ethics, Ac-
countability, and the 
Rule of Law. CLEAR 
promotes interdisci-
plinary research and di-
alogue on corruption.

RISA GOLUBOFF pub-
lished “What Makes 
Hartog Hartog: Intro-
duction to a Sympo-
sium on the Work of 
Dirk Hartog” in Law 
& Social Inquiry and 
“Foreword: One Year 
After Charlottesville: 

COHEN NAMED FIRST 
ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR 
CURRICULAR PROGRAMS 
DEVELOPMENT
Professor GEORGE COHEN has been named associate dean 
for curricular programs, a new faculty role focused on 
the curriculum.

He will serve for a three-year term, which began in 
the summer.

Cohen’s responsibilities include curricular planning 
and service on the Curriculum Committee, identifying 
and managing adjunct and short-course instructors, 
and overseeing and coordinating experiential and 
dual-degree programs.

Dean RISA GOLUBOFF created the associate deanship 
to address burgeoning duties that, until recently, fell 
under the vice dean.

Cohen is the is the Brokaw Professor of Corporate 
Law and the Sullivan & Cromwell Professor of Law. He 
joined the faculty in 1993, and became a full professor 
in 1995. No stranger to academic service, he was chair 
of the UVA Faculty Senate from 2012-13. He also previ-
ously chaired both the Curriculum Committee, and 
the Adjunct and Short Course Instructors Committee 
at the Law School. 

Vice Dean LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 will remain responsi-
ble for faculty development and intellectual life, student 
affairs, University-related academic affairs, and service 
on the appointments committees and other committees.

In other news, Cohen will soon be publishing the 
teacher’s manual to the sixth edition of “The Law and 
Ethics of Lawyering,” a casebook for which he is a co-
author. He presented an ethics CLE, “Recent Cases on 
Conflicts of Interest,” to alumni on May 10.

—Eric Williamson
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Replacing the Resur-
gence of Racism with 
Reconciliation” in the 
Virginia Law Review. 
She also spoke on “After 
Charlottesville” at the 
Chautauqua Institution.

RACHEL HARMON pub-
lished “Justifying Police 
Practices: The Example 
of Arrests,” a chapter in 
“The Cambridge Hand-
book on Policing in the 
United States,” edited 
by Tamara Rice Lave of 
the University of Miami 
School of Law and Eric 
J. Miller of Loyola Law 
School. She presented 
the chapter in May 
at a panel at the Law 
and Society Associa-
tion Annual Meeting in 
Washington, D.C. She 
presented the introduc-
tory chapters to “The 
Law of the Police,” the 
first casebook focused 
on the relationship 
between policing and 
the law, forthcoming 
from Wolters Kluwer in 
2020, at CrimFest 2019 
in New York in July. 
She presented “Crimi-
nal Prosecutions as a 
Remedy for Police Mis-
conduct,” at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina 
Law and Policing con-
ference in March. She 
also served as a com-
mentator at the Law 
and Economics Center 
Manne Faculty Forum at 
George Mason Univer-
sity Antonin Scalia Law 
School in September. 

Harmon continues to 
serve as an associate re-
porter on the American 
Law Institute’s Princi-
ples of Policing Project.

ANDREW HAYASHI pub-
lished “Crisis-Driven 
Tax Law: The Case of 
Section 382” (with Uni-

versity of Michigan law 
professor Albert Choi 
and QUINN CURTIS) as 
the lead article in the 
Florida Tax Review and 
“Maintaining Scholarly 
Integrity in the Age of 
Bibliometrics” in the 
Journal of Legal Educa-
tion. Hayashi also pre-
sented his papers “Re-
cessionary Property 
Taxes” at the annual 
meeting of the Amer-
ican Law and Eco-
nomics Association 
and “Consumer Law 
Myopia” at the New 
York University School 
of Law and Econom-
ics Workshop. In June, 
Hayashi was named 
a McDonald Distin-
guished Fellow at the 
Center for the Study 
of Law and Religion at 
Emory University, and 
in November he pre-
sented preliminary 
work at the center on 
Christian perspectives 
on taxation.

DEBORAH HELLMAN’S  
article “Measuring Al-
gorithmic Fairness” was 
accepted for publica-
tion in the Virginia Law 
Review and will be pub-
lished in 2020. She pre-
sented that article at the 
“Ethics, Statistics and 
Fair AI” conference at 
the California Institute 
of Technology in June. 
Hellman continues to 
work on issues related 
to discrimination in 
the context of machine 
learning and artificial 
intelligence, participat-
ing in a University-wide 
conversation on the 
Collision of Technology 
and Society in Septem-
ber. Hellman also con-
tributed to a symposium 
on the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Rucho v. 
Common Cause pub-
lished on the Election 
Law Blog.

TOBY HEYTENS ’00, 
serving as Virginia’s 
solicitor general, won 
two cases for the com-
monwealth at the U.S. 
Supreme Court this 
past term. Heytens 
presented oral argu-
ment in Virginia House 
of Delegates v. Bethune-
Hill, which dismissed 
a redistricting lawsuit 
over standing, and Vir-
ginia Uranium, Inc. v. 
Warren, which upheld 
the state’s ban on 
uranium mining. Both 
rulings were handed 
down June 17. Addition-
ally, Heytens and his 
team were named co-
winners of the National 
Association of Attor-
neys General’s 2019 
Supreme Court Best 
Brief Awards for their 
brief in Bethune-Hill.

A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 
joined others at James-
town when the General 
Assembly of Virginia 
marked the 400th an-
niversary of the as-
sembly’s first session in 
1619. At a forum on the 
future of representative 
democracy, Howard 
spoke on the threats of 
illiberal democracy to 
the rule of law. At St. 
John’s Church in Rich-
mond (where Patrick 
Henry gave his famous 
“Liberty or Death” 
speech), Howard 
spoke on “Liberty’s 
Quest: American Ideas 
Here and Abroad.” 
His lecture inaugu-
rated the endowment 
of the Church’s Walter 
W. Craigie Lectures. 
Leaders in higher edu-
cation from around the 
commonwealth gath-
ered at James Madi-
son’s Montpelier to 
reflect on the pros-

GEIS HONORED FOR 
SCHOLARSHIP, TEACHING 
GEORGE GEIS’ paper examining how blockchain technol-
ogy could revolutionize financial markets and business 
law was named one of the top 10 corporate and securi-
ties articles of 2018. 

A poll of academics conducted for Corporate Prac-
tice Commentator selected “Traceable Shares and Cor-
porate Law” out of nearly 400 candidates.

During a recent talk at the Law School, he said the 
technology best known for cryptocurrency, if applied 
to traditional stock markets, could transform trading 
by providing investors with detailed information re-
garding a share’s past owners.

Geis’ research was the focus of an episode of 
“Common Law,” a Law School-sponsored podcast.

“If the technology plays out the way a lot of people 
think it might play it out, it actually could have pretty 
big implications on corporate law, because I think it 
could change the way we track ownership histories of 
stock,” he said.

Geis, the William S. Potter Professor of Law and 
Thomas F. Bergin Teaching Professor of Law, also was 
named a recipient of UVA’s All-University Teaching 
Award in April.

Known for his engaging approach to making chal-
lenging subject matter accessible, Geis teaches corpo-
rate finance, accounting, contracts, corporations and 
applied problem-solving.

Geis is director of the John W. Glynn, Jr. Law & 
Business Program and the faculty adviser for the J.D.-
MBA dual-degree program.

—Mike Fox and Eric Williamson 
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pects for democracy 
in America and Vir-
ginia’s place in that 
arena. Howard gave 
the keynote address, 
using the history of Vir-
ginia’s Constitution to 
highlight challenges 
to democratic aspira-
tions. For its 70th anni-
versary issue, American 
Heritage commissioned 
historians and other 
scholars to muse on 
some of the great issues 
from the past seven 
decades. Howard was 
commissioned to write 
an article on the uses 
and limits of the Ameri-
can constitutional ex-
perience in framing 
constitutions in other 
countries. The Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch 
asked Howard to write 
a series of articles on 
democracy and consti-
tutionalism for its com-
mentary pages.

CALE JAFFE ’01 has 
guided students en-
rolled in the Environ-
mental and Regulatory 
Law Clinic in drafting 
amicus briefs in several 
environmental cases 
that have reached the 
Supreme Court. The 
clinic’s brief in Vir-
ginia Uranium, Inc. v. 
Warren, on behalf of 
local chambers of com-
merce and elected of-
ficials in Southern 
Virginia, was filed in 
defense of the common-
wealth’s moratorium on 
uranium mining. The 
court issued a ruling 
upholding Virginia’s 
statutory ban in June. 
Jaffe’s analysis of the 
court’s decision was 
published online in The 
Conversation. Jaffe 
also discussed the case 
in August as part of an 
American Bar Associa-
tion event, “Preemption 
and Federalism: Recent 
SCOTUS Decision on 
Virginia Uranium.” 

The clinic submitted 
another amicus brief 
on behalf of Anderson 

County, South Carolina, 
and Decatur County, 
Tennessee, in what 
could turn out to be the 
most significant Clean 
Water Act cases to 
reach the court in more 
than a decade—County 
of Maui v. Hawaii Wild-
life Fund. Jaffe had the 
opportunity to discuss 
the clinic’s involve-
ment with the case at 
Vermont Law School’s 
10th Annual Collo-
quium on Environmen-
tal Scholarship in Sep-
tember. County of Maui 
is scheduled for oral ar-
gument Nov. 6. 

Students in the fall 
2019 clinic have also 
worked on a third 
amicus brief on behalf 
of a Montana-based en-
vironmental organiza-
tion in Atlantic Richfield 
v. Christian. At issue in 
Atlantic Richfield are 
failed cleanup efforts 
at a copper smelt-
ing operation that re-
leased thousands of 
tons of toxic metals into 
the environment over 
the course of several 
decades. The case con-
siders Montana state 
law and constitutional 
doctrines on preemp-
tion as they relate to the 
Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, 
Compensation, and Lia-
bility Act, better known 
as Superfund. 

Outside of Supreme 
Court advocacy, the 
clinic has filed com-
ments on behalf of 
the National Trust 
for Historic Preserva-
tion in opposition to 
the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s 
efforts to repeal regula-
tory efforts to address 
climate change. Jaffe 
spoke about the Na-
tional Trust’s engage-
ment in the climate 
debate as part of a panel 
discussion at the Na-
tional Preservation Law 
Conference, held at the 
Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center in June. 
Jaffe also co-facilitated a 
discussion on the work 
of environmental law 
clinics, with Duke Uni-
versity’s Ryke Longest, 
at the AALS Conference 
on Clinical Legal Educa-
tion in May.

“Culpability and 
Negligence” by LESLIE 

KENDRICK ’06 was 
selected for the Oxford 
Studies in Private Law 
Theory collection from 
Oxford University 
Press. She presented 
the paper in London 
in August. Over the 
summer, Kendrick 
presented her paper 
“Free Speech as a 
Special Right” at 
the 2019 IVR World 
Congress at the 
University of Lucerne 
and participated in 
the Dialog Global 
conference in Venice. 
In the fall, she 
presented new work 
at First Amendment 
conferences at the 
University of Chicago 
Law School and 
Columbia Law School.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK 
chaired two panels at 
the Gonzaga University 
School of Law confer-
ence “Freedom of Ex-
pression as a Human 
Right,” in Florence, 
Italy, in June. “Nice 
work when you can get 
it,” he said. He com-
mented on two papers 
at the Notre Dame 
Remedies Roundtable 
in Chicago. He recently 
published “The Broader 
Implications of Master-
piece Cakeshop” in the 
Brigham Young Uni-
versity Law Review and 
“Legislators on Exec-
utive-Branch Boards 
Are Unconstitutional, 
Period” in the William 
& Mary Bill of Rights 
Journal.

KENDRICK’S FIRST 
AMENDMENT 
ARTICLE INCLUDED IN 
ANTHOLOGY 
An article by Vice Dean LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 has been 
anthologized in the 2018-19 edition of the “First 
Amendment Law Handbook.” 

“Use Your Words: On the ‘Speech’ in ‘Freedom 
of Speech’” was originally published by the Michi-
gan Law Review last year. The handbook is an annual 
compendium of notable scholarship on First Amend-
ment issues from the prior year, published by Thomson 
Reuters. 

The article pushes back against that misconception 
that anything having to do with “speech” qualifies for 
“freedom of speech,” while attempting to define “the 
requirements of a plausible free speech right.”

Kendrick is the David H. Ibbeken ’71 Research Pro-
fessor of Law and an expert in the First Amendment 
and freedom of expression, particularly the scope and 
structure of free speech rights. She writes and teaches 
courses in torts, property and constitutional law.

She said she was honored to be recognized in the 
anthology, “and I look forward to continuing to write 
and talk about the difference between ‘speech’ and 
‘freedom of speech.’”

—Eric Willliamson
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In August, MICHAEL 

LIVERMORE presented 
new research (with 
Vladimir Eidelman and 
Onyi Lam of Fiscal-
Note) comparing public 
comments received by 
administrative agencies 
during the Obama and 
Trump administrations 
at the American Politi-
cal Science Association 
annual conference in 
Washington, D.C. This 
fall, he will also be pre-
senting work at Case 
Western Reserve Uni-
versity School of Law at 
a symposium marking 
the 50th anniversary of 
the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency; 
at the Conference on 
Empirical Legal Studies 
hosted by Claremont 
McKenna College in 
California; at the Latin-
American Workshop 
in Law and Economics 
in Mexico City; at the 
annual conference of 
the Southern Economic 
Association in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.; and 
at a conference on law, 
data science and arti-
ficial intelligence that 
will be held at Bar-Ilan 
University in Israel. His 
article “Administrative 
Law in an Era of Par-
tisan Volatility” with 
DANIEL RICHARDSON ’18 
will be published in the 
Emory Law Review this 
fall. The fourth edition 
of the casebook “En-
vironmental Law and 
Policy,” which Liver-
more jointly edited 
with Richard Revesz 
and Jayni Foley Hein 
of New York Univer-
sity School of Law, 
and Caroline Cecot 
of the Antonin Scalia 
Law School at George 
Mason University, was 
published in the spring 
for courses starting this 
fall semester.

In the spring, JULIA 

MAHONEY received a 
University of Virginia 
Provost Award for Col-
laborative Excellence 
in Public Service for 
her work on “A Ten-
Year Retrospective on 
the Financial Crisis of 
2008,” an interdisci-
plinary project that in-
cluded a conference on 
the lessons of the crisis 
held at the Brookings 
Institution in Washing-
ton, D.C. She also gave a 
talk on “Feminism, Free 
Markets, and Social-
ism” at the University 
of Pennsylvania Law 
School and presented 
a paper on “Markets, 
Moral Deliberation, 
and the Regulatory 
State” at a conference 
held at the University of 
Virginia on “Religion, 
Democracy, and the 
Market.”

RUTH MASON delivered 
a keynote address on 
the challenges of taxing 
the digital economy at 
the University of Turin 
in May. She also pre-
sented her forthcom-
ing paper “Identifying 
Illegal Subsidies” at the 
Max Planck Institute 
for Tax Law and Public 
Economics in Munich. 
She spoke at the In-
ternational Fiscal As-
sociation Congress in 
London.

DAYNA BOWEN 

MATTHEW ’87 reports 
that the UVA Equity 
Center, which she 

IN NEW BOOK, LIVERMORE DELVES 
INTO DATA’S POSSIBILITIES
Professor MICHAEL LIVERMORE has collaborated on a new book that examines 
how computer-based tools are being used to analyze dense legal information—
everything from proposed statehouse bills, to parole hearings, to the collective 
writings of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Livermore co-edited “Law as Data: Computation, Text, and the Future of 
Legal Analysis” with Daniel Rockmore, a professor of computer science and ma-

thematics at Dartmouth 
College. Their book was re-
leased by Santa Fe Institute 
Press.

The work collected in 
“Text as Data” shares a 
common approach: transla-
ting the texts in legal docu-
ments into data and then 
using mathematical tools to 
make sense of the resulting 
information.

In one example from the 
book, Livermore and his 
research team used “senti-
ment analysis” to see how 
the collective writing style 
of the U.S. Supreme Court 
has changed over time. 
Another example of how 
the technology is being used 
is to scan reams of informa-
tion generated by the poli-
cymaking process to predict 
outcomes, such as whether a 
bill will become a law.

Livermore also was 
named this year’s recipient of the Law School’s Carl McFarland Prize, which 
honors outstanding research by a junior faculty member. Now the Edward F. 
Howrey Professor of Law, he joined the faculty in 2013. He teaches a class called 
LawTech that covers the importance of technology for the legal profession. His 
other classes focus on environmental law, administrative law, and regulatory 
law and policy.

—Eric Willliamson
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helped propose, will 
launch this fall. She 
published “On Char-
lottesville” in the Vir-
ginia Law Review, 
“Precision Medicine: 
Two Threats” in Eth-
nicity and Disease, and 
“The Medicaid Dollar: 
How Far Can It Go In 
Low-Resource Com-
munities” in the St. 
Louis University Law 
Review. She gave pre-
sentations at Princeton 
and Harvard universi-
ties, and to the Ameri-
can Hospital Associa-
tion on how to improve 
health equity through 
social drivers. She ac-
cepted the invitation 
to serve as an adviser 
on the American Law 
Institute’s “Restate-
ment of the Law Third, 
Torts: Concluding Pro-
visions.” She also has 
a new book under con-
tract with NYU Press.

JOHN MONAHAN 
recently co-authored 
an article titled 
“Judicial Reliance on 
Risk Assessment in 
Sentencing Drug and 
Property Offenders: A 
Test of the Treatment 
Resource Hypothesis” 
in Criminal Justice and 
Behavior. The Pretrial 
Risk Management 
Project, which 
Monahan co-directs, 
is now in its third 
year of operation. The 
project, funded by the 
John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur 
Foundation, fosters 
dialogue among 
behavioral scientists, 
human rights lawyers 
and statisticians 
fluent in machine 
learning. The project 
just produced its 
first critical issue 
brief, “Pretrial Risk 
Assessment Tools: A 
Primer for Judges, 
Prosecutors, and 
Defense Attorneys.” In 
addition, the Virginia 
Criminal Justice 
Policy Reform Project, 

which Monahan also 
co-directs, is now 
in its third year of 
operation. That project, 
funded by the Charles 
Koch Foundation, 
focuses on reducing 
mass incarceration, 
particularly of low-risk 
offenders and of people 
with mental illness.

JOHN NORTON MOORE 
reports that the Center 
for Oceans Law and 
Policy held its 43rd 
annual conference in 
Malmö, Sweden, in 
May. The two-day con-
ference addressed the 
topic “Marine Biodi-
versity of Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction: 
Intractable Challenges 
& Potential Solutions.” 
It was co-organized 
with the World Mari-
time University and 
the Nippon Founda-
tion. The proceeding’s 
volume from the cen-
ter’s recent Beijing con-
ference, co-edited by 
Moore, “Cooperation 
and Engagement in the 
South China Sea and 
Asia-Pacific Region,” is 
forthcoming this fall. 
The Center for Oceans 
Law and Policy held 
the 24th session of the 
Rhodes Academy for 
Oceans Law and Policy 
in Greece in July. The 
three-week intensive 
program, taught by 
world-class faculty, at-
tracts students from 
around the globe and is 
organized by the center. 
The Center for National 
Security Law, which 
Moore also directs, 
held its 27th National 
Security Law Institute 
in June at UVA Law. 
Moore taught several 
classes at the insti-
tute. The two-week 
course was attended 
by 31 students from 
eight nations. Distin-
guished instructors in-
cluded Robert Chesney, 
Laura Donohue, Steve 
Vladeck and Charles 
Dunlap. The keynote 

speech, held at the 
Rotunda, was given by 
Glenn Gerstell, general 
counsel of the National 
Security Agency. The 
Jus ad Bellum Working 
Group, comprised of 
16 experts in interna-
tional law related to the 
use of force, is engaged 
in a project undertaken 
by the Center for Na-
tional Security Law. 
The working group—
co-chaired by Moore 
and law professor 
Yoram Dinstein of Tel 
Aviv University—has as 
its purpose the produc-
tion of a first-of-its kind 
“Jus ad Bellum (Use of 
Force) Manual, With 
Commentary.” The 
working group met for 
three days in June.

In March, CALEB 

NELSON was a panelist 
for a symposium at 
Dartmouth College on 
the 200th anniversary 
of the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the 
Dartmouth College 
case, Trustees of 
Dartmouth College v. 
Woodward. In June, he 
published “’Standing’ 
and Remedial Rights in 
Administrative Law” 
in the Virginia Law 
Review.

DAN ORTIZ, as counsel 
of record and director 
of the Supreme Court 
Litigation Clinic, filed 
a cert petition and cert-
stage reply in Thomas 
v. United States, which 
asks whether the good-
faith exception to 
the exclusionary rule 
allows a suppression 
court to consider evi-
dence allegedly known 
to a law enforcement 
officer at the time she 
applied for a warrant, 

even if she never dis-
closed it to the issuing 
magistrate. He also 
filed a cert petition in 
the same capacities in 
Jackson National Life 
Insurance Company v. 
Lindenberg, which asks 
when a federal court 
should certify ques-
tions of state law to 
state supreme courts. 
He is also co-counsel 
representing Georgia 
in Georgia v. Public.Re-
source.Org, Inc., which 
asks whether works, 
like statutory anno-
tations, that lack the 
force of law are copy-
rightable. The clinic 
filed an opening and 
reply merits brief in 
the case, which will 
be argued this coming 
term. Ortiz also ac-
cepted a presidential 
invitation to present a 
talk titled “The Missing 
Nineteenth Amend-
ment” at the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s 
annual meeting in San 
Francisco.

In May, SAIKRISHNA 

PRAKASH participated 
in the “Presidency at 
a Crossroads” confer-
ence put on by the UVA 
Miller Center. That 
same month, he spoke 
before students at the 
Originalism Center 
weeklong conference 
at Georgetown Univer-
sity. In August, he gave 
a talk on the modern 
presidency at the Uni-
versity of San Diego. 
In October, he gave 
the inaugural Rosen-
kranz lecture at Yale 
Law School. He is cur-
rently putting the fin-
ishing touches on his 
book, “The Living Pres-
idency: An Original-
ist Argument Against 
Its Ever-Expanding 
Powers,” from Harvard 
University Press. It 
will be published in the 
spring of 2020.

MILDRED ROBINSON was 
a panelist for a January 
symposium at William & 
Mary Law School on the 
technological impact of 
police brutality, hosted 
by the school’s Black 
Law Students Associa-
tion chapter. She spoke 
about the impact of im-
posing revenue-gener-
ating responsibility on 
police forces. She was 
also a book review pan-
elist on “Our Selfish 
Tax Laws,” by Anthony 
Infanti, during the Law 
and Society Annual 
Meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C., on May 29. She 
published online the 
editorial “Teacher Ap-
preciation Week?” with 
Garnet News in May.

GEORGE RUTHERGLEN is 
working on the articles 
“Statutes of Limitation: 
Claim Forgiven, Forgot-
ten, or Foregone?”; “Re-
construction in Legal 
Theory”; “The Thir-
teenth Amendment 
in Legal Theory”; and 
“Disaggregated Dis-
crimination and the Rise 
of Identity Politics.”

UVA President JIM 

RYAN ’92 was elected to 
the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences in 
April, alongside former 
first lady Michelle 
Obama and author Jon-
athan Franzen, among 
others. The academy 
is an honorary society 
founded in 1780 that 
recognizes achieve-
ment in the natural sci-

ences, social sciences, 
law, arts and humani-
ties. Its 4,900 fellows 
convene to address 
global challenges.

Ryan joins eight 
other Law School 
professors who serve 
as academy fellows: 
KENNETH S. ABRAHAM, 
RISA GOLUBOFF, JOHN 

C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73, 
DOUGLAS LAYCOCK, 
LIZ MAGILL ’95, PAUL 

G. MAHONEY, JOHN T. 

MONAHAN, FREDERICK 

SCHAUER and 
G. EDWARD WHITE. Ryan 
will be inducted in 
October at a ceremony 
in Cambridge, Mass.

A Korean translation of 
FREDERICK SCHAUER’S 
“Thinking Like a 
Lawyer” (Harvard Uni-
versity Press, 2009) was 
published by Ghil Pub-
lishers, following trans-
lations into French, 
Spanish and Italian. 
His article “Stare 
Decisis—Rhetoric and 
Reality in the Supreme 
Court” was published 
in The Supreme Court 
Review. His chapter, 
“Every Possible Use of 
Language?,” was pub-
lished by Oxford Uni-
versity Press in “The 
Free Speech Century,” 
edited by Columbia 
University President 
Lee Bollinger and Uni-
versity of Chicago law 
professor Geoffrey 
Stone. New editions 
of “The First Amend-
ment” (with Berkeley 
Law’s Jesse Choper) 
and “Constitutional 
Law” (with Choper, 
Cornell law profes-
sor Michael Dorf and 
Harvard law profes-
sor Richard Fallon) 
were published by West 
Academic. Schauer’s 
“Dialogue and Its Dis-
contents” was pub-
lished by Cambridge 
University Press in 
“Constitutional Dia-
logue,” edited by Geof-
frey Sigalet of Stan-
ford; Grégoire Webber 
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of Queen’s University, 
Ontario; and Rosa-
lind Dixon of the Uni-
versity of New South 
Wales, Sydney. His “On 
the Alleged Problem of 
Legal Normativity” was 
published by Springer 
in “The Normative 
Force of the Factual,” 
which he also co-edited 
with Nicoletta Bersier 
Ladavac of Thémis 
Genève and Christoph 
Bezemek of Rutgers 
Law School. His article 
“Costs and Challenges 
of the Hostile Audi-
ence” was published as 
part of a First Amend-
ment symposium in 
the Notre Dame Law 
Review.

 Schauer presented 
“Freedom of Thought?” 
at the Liberty Fund 
Conference on Freedom 
of Thought in July. 
In June he presented 
“Probabilistic Causation 
in Law,” written with 
Professor BARBARA 

SPELLMAN, at the Max 
Planck Institute confer-
ence on “Causality in 
the Law and the Social 
Sciences,” held in Porto, 
Portugal, with the paper 
to be published in the 
Journal of Institutional 
and Theoretical Eco-
nomics. He gave a paper 
on “Rules of Order” at 
Queen’s University in 
October. He presented 
three papers—“On the 
Distinction Between 
Rules and Principles,” 
“Legal Realism and the 
Status of Judicial Opin-
ions” and “The Civil 
Law/Common Law Dis-
tinction and the Data 
of Jurisprudence”—at 
the International Con-
gress on the Philoso-
phy of Law in Lucerne, 
Switzerland, in July. 
His chapter “Recipes, 
Plans, Instructions, and 
the Free Speech Impli-
cations of Words That 
are Tools” was pub-
lished by Oxford Uni-
versity Press in “Free 
Speech in the Digital 
Age,” edited by Susan 
Brison of Dartmouth 
and Katharine Gelber 
of the University of 
Queensland.

RICHARD SCHRAGGER 
participated in a panel 
in April on state pre-
emption of local laws 
at the Urban Affairs 
Association annual 
meeting in Los Angeles. 
In May, he co-hosted 
the Karsh Center for 
Law and Democracy’s 
first annual May Gath-
ering on the topic of 
social movements in the 
law. He also moderated 
a plenary panel at the 
American Constitution 
Society’s annual conven-
tion in Washington, D.C., 
titled “Into the Breach: 
Relying on State Courts 
and Constitutions to 
Safeguard Rights.” The 
panel featured litiga-
tors and judges from 
around the country, in-
cluding Jeffrey Sutton 
of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit; Anita Earls, 
an associate justice 
on the North Carolina 
Supreme Court; and 
Goodwin Liu, an associ-
ate justice on the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court. 
In June, Schragger 
was the introductory 
speaker at the work-
shop “Cities in Federal 
Theory,” hosted by Mel-
bourne Law School. He 
has two papers forth-
coming: “Religious 
Antiliberalism and the 
First Amendment,” co-
authored with MICAH 

SCHWARTZMAN ’05, 
and “Federalism, Met-
ropolitanism, and the 
Problem of States.” 
Two editorials he wrote 
related to the litigation 
over Confederate mon-
uments in Charlottes-
ville were published in 
the Richmond-Times 
Dispatch. He also co-
authored an editorial in 
The Washington Post 
about the Bladensburg 
cross case, decided by 
the Supreme Court last 
term, and he appeared 
as a guest on UVA 
Law’s “Common Law” 
podcast, also discussing 
the cross case.

MICAH SCHWARTZMAN ’05 
co-hosted the May 
Gathering, a collo-
quium sponsored by the 
Karsh Center for Law 
and Democracy, which 
brought together legal 
scholars from around 
the country to discuss 
the role of social 
and political move-
ments within the legal 
academy. Schwartzman 
presented work on law 
and religion, includ-
ing a paper, “Religious 
Antiliberalism and the 
First Amendment” (co-
authored with RICHARD 

SCHRAGGER), at a con-
ference on the “Travails 
of Liberal Democracy” 
hosted by the Institute 
of Law & Philosophy at 
the University of San 
Diego School of Law, 
the Annual Law & Reli-
gion Roundtable at the 
University of Toronto, a 
conference on “Secular-
ism, Separation, (Non-)
Establishment” at the 
University of Konstanz 
in Germany, and at the 
29th IVR World Con-
gress at the University 
of Lucerne in Switzer-
land. He has papers 
forthcoming in NOMOS 
LXI: Political Legiti-
macy, Review of Politics 
and The Supreme Court 
Review.

BARBARA A. SPELLMAN 
gave the 2019 Law-
rence A. Messé Memo-
rial Lecture on “The 
Psychology of Wrong-
ful Convictions” at 
Michigan State Uni-
versity. At the 2019 
annual meeting of the 
American Association 
for the Advancement 
of Science, she orga-
nized the symposium 
“In(Justice) Before 
Trial: Understanding 

Early Steps in the Crim-
inal Justice System,” 
which included two 
UVA Law visiting in-
structors: U.S. Judge 
Jed Rakoff and Robin 
Steinberg, CEO of 
The Bail Project. She 
spoke about prob-
lems of science reform 
at several meetings: 
She presented “Creat-
ing (and Mapping) the 
History of Scientific 
Reform” with Fiona 
Fidler to the Society 
for the Improve-
ment of Psychological 
Science in Rotterdam, 
the Netherlands; “Pub-
lication’s Biasing In-
fluences: Causes and 
Solutions for the Cred-
ibility Crisis,” to the 
Experimental Psycho-
logical Society in Bour-
nemouth, England; and 
“The Credibility Revo-
lutions in Psychological 
Science and Forensic 
Science” at the Ein-
stein Forum Confer-
ence “Believe It or Not. 
Crises of Credibility” in 
Potsdam, Germany. She 
continues to serve as 
the secretary of Section 
J (Psychology) at the 
American Association 
for the Advancement of 
Science.

A. BENJAMIN SPENCER 
has published the fifth 
edition of his widely 
used study aid “Acing 
Civil Procedure” 
(West Academic). 
Additionally, in his 
capacity as a member 
of the Civil Rules 
Advisory Committee 
of the Judicial 
Conference, Spencer 
has been appointed to 
the Subcommittee on 
Appeal Finality After 
Consolidation, which 
will study whether 
to amend Rule 42 of 
the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure in 
light of the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Hall 
v. Hall, in which the 
court ruled that cases 
consolidated under 

Rule 42(a) retain their 
separate identities for 
purposes of appeal 
finality, no matter 
how complete the 
consolidation.

PAUL STEPHAN ’77 
offered a series of 
courses and work-
shops around the world 
during the spring and 
summer. In April and 
May, he offered an 
intensive course on 
Energy Resources in 
Emerging Markets at 
Melbourne Univer-
sity Law School. While 
in Melbourne, he at-
tended the installation 
of lecturer TIM MCEVOY 

S.J.D. ’99—whose S.J.D. 
thesis he supervised 
at UVA—as a federal 
family law judge for 
Australia. He then 
offered a course on In-
ternational Economic 
Law at the Peking Uni-
versity School of Trans-
national Law in Shen-
zhen, China. He also 
conducted workshops 
on U.S. foreign rela-
tions law at Xi’an Ji-
angtong University, 
Hong Kong City Uni-
versity, Peking Univer-
sity School of Transna-
tional Law and Xiamen 
University. He worked 
as a scholar in residence 
in the Mayfair, London, 
office of WilmerHale, 
and provided evidence 
as an expert witness to 
an international arbi-
tration held in London. 
Finally, he taught the 
course Soviet and 
Russian Approaches to 
International Law in 
the summer program 
of Tartu University in 
Estonia.

 

GREGG STRAUSS pub-
lished “What Role 

Remains for De Facto 
Parenthood?” in the 
September issue of 
the Florida State 
Law Review. He pre-
sented the paper at 
the Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center, 
the University of Illi-
nois and the Associa-
tion of American Law 
Schools annual con-
ference. It argues that 
courts adopted a new 
functional standard for 
parentage to protect 
same-sex parents who 
planned to have a child 
together; unfortu-
nately, their broad rule 
is now being expanded 
to cover all parent-like 
caregivers in ways that 
violate parents’ consti-
tutional rights. Strauss 
is writing a book about 
the moral foundations 
of parental rights. At 
several summer work-
shops, he presented a 
chapter evaluating the 
“causal theory” that 
parents incur duties to 
a child because their 
voluntary acts foresee-
ably caused the child 
to exist.

 

PIERRE-HUGUES VERDIER 
just submitted the 
manuscript for a book 
titled “Global Banks on 
Trial: U.S. Prosecutions 
and the Remaking of 
International Finance,” 
which examines U.S. 
criminal prosecutions 
of international 
banks for market 
manipulation, tax 
evasion and sanctions 
violations, as well as 
the civil case against 
Argentina to enforce 
its sovereign debt. 
The book will appear 
in early 2020. Earlier 
this year, his article 
“The New Financial 
Extraterritoriality,” 
which explores the 
legal and policy basis 
of these prosecutions, 
appeared in The 
George Washington 
Law Review. He also 
presented aspects 
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of this project at the 
Wharton School of 
the University of 
Pennsylvania and at 
the G2 Conference 
on WTO Law and 
Global Economic 
Regulation in Geneva. 
He is also working on 
a project with MILA 

VERSTEEG on the role 
of international law in 
national legal systems 
around the world. They 
co-authored a chapter 
on this topic in the 
“Oxford Handbook of 
Comparative Foreign 
Relations Law” that 
appeared earlier 
this year. Another 
article based on their 
dataset, co-authored 
with Yonatan Lupu of 
Georgetown University, 
was published in the 
political science journal 
International Studies 
Quarterly. In March, 
Verdier accompanied 
five UVA Law students 
to the Cutler Fellows 
program organized in 
Washington, D.C., by 
the Salzburg Global 
Seminar. In July, 
he co-taught with 
Versteeg a workshop 
on constitutional 
design for fellows of the 
Young African Leaders 
Program at James 
Madison’s Montpelier.

On Oct. 11, a 
discussion was held 
at the Law School on 
G. EDWARD WHITE’S 
recently published 
book, “Law in 
American History, 
Volume III: 1930-
2000.” Dean RISA 

GOLUBOFF moderated 
a panel that included 
Jack Goldsmith of 
Harvard Law School, 
Laura Kalman of the 
University of California 
at Santa Barbara, 
and Victoria Nourse 
of Georgetown Law. 
The book is the third 
in a series published 
between 2012 and 
2019, covering law 
in American history 

from the colonial 
years through the end 
of the 20th century. 
This fall, he published 
an article with 
KENNETH S. ABRAHAM 
titled “Torts Without 
Names, New Torts, and 
the Future of Liability 
for Intangible Harm,” 
in volume 69 of the 
American University 
Law Review. He also 
published an article 
titled “Falsity and the 
First Amendment” in 
the Southern Methodist 
University Law Review.

WHITE’S FINAL ‘LAW IN AMERICAN 
HISTORY’ VOLUME FOCUSES ON 
MODERNIST ERA  
To truly understand law today, look at how it rapidly changed in the 20th 
century, G. EDWARD WHITE says in his new book, the third and final installment in 
his “Law in American History” series.

Published in April by Oxford University Press, “Law in American History, 
Volume III: 1930-2000” covers 
how law and legal education 
evolved in the modernist age.

Modernist views reject the 
idea that the law is a collec-
tion of timeless, set principles, 
he said. Instead, the law is 
viewed as changing over time, 
and changeable by legal inter-
preters. A related shift toward 
“legal realism” changed how 
judges were viewed, he added, 
from impartial legal scientists 
to impressionable lawmakers.

White, a David and Mary 
Harrison Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Law, has published 17 
previous books and has won 
numerous accolades, includ-
ing final listing for the Pulit-
zer Prize in history, the Silver 
Gavel Award from the Ameri-
can Bar Association, the James 
Willard Hurst Prize from the 
Law & Society Association, the 
Littleton-Griswold Prize from 
the American Historical Asso-

ciation, the Scribes Award and the Association of American Law Schools’ Trien-
nial Coif Award.

His first two volumes in the “Law in American History” series, covering from 
the colonial era to the Civil War and from Reconstruction through the 1920s, 
were published in 2012 and 2016, respectively.

—Mike Fox
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FACULTY NEWS

IN MEMORIAM: 
PROFESSOR EMERITUS WALTER WADLINGTON 
Walter Wadlington, a professor emeritus at the Law 
School known for his kindness and influence as an 
academic, died May 27. He was 88.

Wadlington retired as the James Madison Profes-
sor of Law in 2002 after a four-decade career at the 
Law School. An expert in family law, law and medicine, 
medical malpractice and children in the legal system, he 
joined the Virginia Law faculty in 1962 after teaching at 
Tulane Law School for two years. He also served as Pro-
fessor of Legal Medicine at 
the UVA Medical School, 
starting in 1979.

Professor Richard 
Bonnie ’69 said Wadlington 
was “a pioneer in curricu-
lar innovation in an amazing 
array of fields.” 

“He was a mentor and in-
spiration to me and to several 
generations of students who 
followed in his footsteps 
and became law teachers,” 
Bonnie said. “It wouldn’t be 
an exaggeration to say that 
we are Walter’s disciples, 
especially in the effort to 
import psychology and other 
behavioral sciences into the 
study of law and to stimulate 
interdisciplinary teaching.”

John C. Jeffries ’73, the 
University’s senior vice presi-
dent for advancement and a 
former Law School dean, re-
called the fond regard that 
Dean Monrad Paulsen had for Wadlington, as well as his 
own. 

“Dean Paulsen used to say that Walter Wadlington 
was ‘some kind of genius—not sure what kind, but some 
kind,’” Jeffries said. “Walter was indeed a kind of genius. 
He had an agile, restless, inventive mind of great range 
and originality. And he had a big heart. Walter was the 
kindest man I’ve ever known, benevolent toward all and 
infinitely tolerant of the shortcomings of others.”

Wadlington continued to share his knowledge with 
law students into retirement, co-instructing a course on 
children’s medical care issues with Thomas A. Massaro.

He received the American Society of Law and Medi-

cine’s Distinguished Health Law Teacher Award in 1988.
In addition to his work at the Law School, Wadling-

ton was a member of the American Law Institute and of 
the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sci-
ences. He directed the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion’s Medical Malpractice Program and chaired the ad-
visory board of its program on Improving Malpractice 
Prevention and Compensation Systems. He served on 
the National Advisory Board on Ethics in Reproduction, 

chaired the Virginia State 
Bar Association Committee 
on Domestic Relations, and 
co-chaired the National Task 
Force on Day-Care Licensing.

Early in his career, he prac-
ticed law in New Orleans, 
served in the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps, and spent a year as a 
Fulbright scholar and tutor at 
the University of Edinburgh. 

He received his A.B. from 
Duke University in 1951 and 
his LL.B. in 1954 from Tulane 
University, where he was 
editor-in-chief of the Tulane 
Law Review and elected to 
the Order of the Coif.

Gene Dahmen ’67, writing 
in UVA Lawyer following a 
class gift in honor of Wad-
lington’s retirement in 2002, 
praised the professor for 
the influence he had on the 
lives and careers of members 

of the class. Wadlington’s service to the Law School in-
cluded acting as director of admissions before becoming 
a full professor in 1964.

“Much revered both inside and outside the class-
room, Professor Wadlington always found time to share 
his warmth, wit and friendship with students and col-
leagues, despite the heavy demands of his professional 
life,” Dahmen wrote. “Few teachers have influenced 
the lives of as many living alumni of the Law School, 
and none of these alumni are more grateful to him than 
members of the Class of 1967.”

—Eric Williamson


