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From Dean Risa Goluboff

ROBERT LLEWELLYN

S I WRITE THIS, SPRING HAS JUST ARRIVED IN CHARLOTTESVILLE. The
afternoons are warm and sunny, the daffodils are blooming, and the pollen count
is high. While this annual renewal always lifts my spirits, this spring brings more
than the usual reasons for optimism. After more than a year of upheaval, COVID
vaccinations are on the rise, and the Law School—like the rest of the University—is
looking once again to a future when we can teach and learn fully in person.
This transition raises new uncertainties and anxieties alongside new hopes. We
face novel questions about how to get back to “normal” as we continue to safeguard
the health of our communities, families and colleagues.
As we all take a collective breath this spring, we can
begin to make meaning out of the challenges the pandemic has already
posed and those yet to come.
As we reported in the fall, our goal this year was to provide as robust
an in-person experience as safely feasible. In a year when many university campuses remained shuttered, more than two-thirds of our
students—including 90% of our 1Ls—took at least one in-person class.
Our building, library and cafeteria have remained open, and we have
found new ways of serving clients in our clinics, externships and pro
bono programs. I am immensely proud of our faculty, staff, students
and alumni for making all of this possible. Our commitment to learning together reminds us of a fundamental truth about this place: that
people and relationships are at the heart of UVA Law, and that our
community will go above and beyond not only to provide a worldclass legal education but also to sustain each other and serve society.
In this UVA Lawyer, we also reflect on how COVID-19 has transformed both lawyers and the
law. We check in with four alumni about the changed shape of their lives, both professional and
personal. And we gather some of our faculty’s insights on the pandemic’s effects on the law itself,
from breach of contract cases to presidential powers to educational equity.
Taking this moment to reflect reveals that even as the pandemic changed how we pursued our
mission this past year, it did not slow us down. You will learn about the impact our faculty are
having in the world, on everything from policing to the internet, from energy to national security. You will meet Professor Danielle Citron, who joined us in December, and Professors Craig
Konnoth and Jay Butler, who are among those we will welcome this fall. We are also thrilled to
welcome Mark Jefferson, our inaugural assistant dean of diversity, equity and belonging, as well
as other new administrators.
Spring also marks a time of transition and new horizons for our students, with returning students—like Tiffany Mickel ’22, the first Black person to serve as editor-in-chief of the Virginia
Law Review—taking on new leadership roles, and graduating students launching their careers.
We are delighted to celebrate the Class of 2021 with an in-person graduation this spring, and we
look forward to welcoming back the Class of 2020 in May as well as next year for an early reunion.
In the meantime, we celebrate the bright professional futures of these recent graduates, whose
employment outcomes, according to just-published ABA data, once again rank among the very
best in the country.
It is a privilege to have so much to celebrate this year, even as we have all experienced loss and
pain, great and small. I am filled, as I am so often as dean of this law school, with awe and gratitude
for our shared accomplishments and shared humanity. I cannot wait for this spring of renewal to
be followed by a summer and fall of reconnection and reunion.
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CORRECTION

The class year for
Margaret Poles
Spencer ’72 was
misidentified in a
caption on page 65
of the fall 2020 UVA
Lawyer issue.
We regret the error.

❱ Amy Pan ’22 and
Katie Bernstine ’22 talk in
Spies Garden on March 26.
Students studied under new
UVA health protocols in the
spring, including weekly
COVID-19 testing.
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“[Cities and states
are] really getting
squeezed. And this
is a huge way to
target a tax to the
winners of the
pandemic.”
—PROFESSOR RUTH MASON on

Maryland’s new tax on revenue
from digital advertisements, the nation’s first
(The New York Times)

“We’ve seen a
huge conservative shift. A lot
of these judges
are very
young, and
they’ll be there
for a long time.”
—PROFESSOR JOSHUA FISCHMAN, on the
Trump administration’s impact on federal
appellate courts (The New York Times)

“My hope is that President
Biden will establish his
own footprint in
education and civil
rights that would
be forward looking
and that will speak
to the moment
that we’re in.”
—PROFESSOR KIMBERLY
JENKINS ROBINSON

(PBS NewsHour)

“No one is an expert at being
young, except
for the young.
We think
that we
remember
it, but we
forget it very
quickly.”
—ROBERT WOOD LYNN ’12, giving advice to

young poets after receiving the Yale Younger
Poets Prize for “Mothman Apologia”
(Yale News)
4
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“Many companies
have focused on
hiring a diverse
workforce, but
there’s still a ton of
work to be done in
retention and promotion.”
—PROFESSOR CATHY HWANG, discussing a
Morningstar report on the gender pay gap
in executive positions (Forbes)

“An officer cannot terminate
the process by just quitting and
say, ‘Ha ha. You can’t get me.’”
—PROFESSOR SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH,

on the U.S. Senate’s authority to
convict impeached former officeholders
(Los Angeles Times)

“Policing
suffers
generally
from a lack
of transparency, a lack of
good data, and a
lack of basic
accountability for
officers who
engage in the
worst conduct.”
—PROFESSOR RACHEL
HARMON, in an op-ed co-

authored with Barry Friedman
on goals for the new presidential
administration (Los Angeles Times)

“If the events of recent years
show anything, it is that we
should fear the arbitrary
rule of individuals, who
do what they want and
not what the law
requires. The core of
originalism is the rule of
law. And that is not
something we should fear.”
—PROFESSOR LAWRENCE B. SOLUM, in an
op-ed on originalism and Justice Amy Coney
Barrett (Los Angeles Times)

“No one would use that
Internet. It would be overrun
by Nazis and spam.”
—PROFESSOR DANIELLE CITRON,

on what would happen if social
media companies weren’t
incentivized to moderate content
(The Washington Post)

“Politics may
affect not only
where people
move, but
also their
political
preferences
once they
get there. People are
much less likely to
interact with others
from another political
party at local civic
gatherings than at
work. They increasingly
live where people vote in the
same way.”
—PROFESSOR NAOMI R. CAHN (UVA Today)

“There is no law prohibiting discriminating against presidents.”
—FREDERICK SCHAUER, on Twitter’s

ban on President Donald Trump
being called discriminatory
(Los Angeles Times)

“If we want to
eliminate the risk
of executing
innocent
people, the
only way to do
that is to pass
this bill.”
—PROFESSOR JENNIFER L. GIVENS, on
legislation abolishing capital punishment in
Virginia (The Virginian-Pilot)

“Legislators are
in safe seats.
That means
you don’t
get a lot of
rural-urban
coalitions
built, at least in
state legislatures.”
—PROFESSOR RICHARD C. SCHRAGGER

(Governing)

“When you see a
massive drop in the
incarceration of
juveniles from the
day before to the
day after the law
passed, it’s just so
much bigger in
magnitude than
most of the policy
interventions that we
study. It’s jaw-dropping.”
—PROFESSOR MEGAN T. STEVENSON,
discussing how a change in California law
shifting juvenile detention costs to counties
dropped average monthly court commitments
by 40% (Journalist’s Resource)

“My frustration boiled over,
and I decided I would speak
every damned
week come
hell or high
water. It
was not
clear what
I’d gotten
myself in for,
nine years and
279 speeches later.”
—U.S. SEN. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE ’82

on ending his weekly speeches calling for
action on climate change, which accounted
for 32% of all speeches by Democratic
senators since 2012 (CNN)
Spring 2021 | UVA LAW Y ER
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
SCHOOL OF LAW
NOW

ACCOLADES

1
2
3
4
5

CARLY WASSERMAN ’21 was selected

as an Equal Justice Works Fellow,
through which she will partner
with the National Center for Youth
Law in Oakland, California.

1
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NOOREEN REZA ’21 was named the

VIRGINIA
LAW REVIEW
NAMES
FIRST BLACK
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
TIFFANY MICKEL, a second-year student at the Law School, is the new

editor-in-chief of the Virginia Law Review, and the first Black person
to hold the position.
Mickel and the managing board were chosen by the outgoing
board after an application and interview process. The 30 secondyear law students began their new roles Jan. 25.
“Being the first Black law student to serve as editor-in-chief, I
am not only honored to contribute to a legal publication with such
a rich history of advancing groundbreaking legal theories, but also
extremely grateful to stand on the shoulders of the women and
people of color who came before me, including the Law Review’s
first female editor-in-chief, Carol Stebbins [’80], and its first Black
editorial board member, Dayna Bowen Matthew [’87],” Mickel wrote
in a Q&A published on the occasion.
The publication, now in its 108th year, is one of the nation’s most
prestigious law journals.
Mickel, who most recently hails from Northern Virginia, majored in
6

UVA LAW Y ER | Spring 2021

materials science and engineering at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
She previously worked as a management consultant at Accenture, helping
organizations—ranging from federal
agencies to nonprofits—improve their
performance. She is a co-founder of
The Heiritage game company, the first product of which is a deck
of playing cards featuring Black female trailblazers.
Mickel also serves as membership chair of the UVA Black Law
Students Association and events co-chair for Virginia Law Women.
“We are fortunate to succeed an exceptional managing board that
successfully implemented initiatives that benefited our publication, and we wish to maintain that momentum,” Mickel said of her
goals for the year. “Our managing board hopes to promote diverse
authorship, provide a platform for a wide variety of scholarship and
advance our membership experience.”
She pointed to the Law Review’s new website and plans to “rapidly
expand” the journal’s online presence.
“As always, we are committed to fostering constructive legal discourse among students, professors, jurists and other academics,” she
said. “We aim to publish original scholarship that explores changing economic, political and technological conditions in society.”
—Mike Fox

20th Powell Fellow in Legal
Services, through which she
will work with the Legal Council for
Health Justice in Chicago.

MARIETTE PELTIER earned the
Faculty Award for Academic
Excellence by graduating with
the highest GPA in the Class of 2020.
NIRAJÉ MEDLEY-BACON ’22 was
named this year’s recipient of
the Gregory H. Swanson
Award.
JUSTIN AIMONETTI J.D.-M.A. ’20 won
first place in the 2020 Brown
Award for Excellence in Legal
Writing competition. A paper he wrote
with CHRISTIAN TALLEY ’20 co-won The
Yale Law Journal’s annual Student
Essay Competition.

6

AVERY RASMUSSEN ’21 and
ELIZABETH FRITZ ’22 were

recognized with the Jackson
Walker LLP Award and the Carl M.
Franklin Prize, respectively, for having
the highest GPA after four and two
semesters.
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NIKO ORFANEDES ’22 was elected
president of the Student Bar
Association.

Class of 2021 students KUNCHOK
DOLMA, CAT GUERRIER, MARIA
LUEVANO and WILSON MILLER have

been named Ritter Scholars.

9
10
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ALEX KARAHALIOS ’21 and LAUREN
MURTAGH ’23 won the 2021

		

National Immigration Law
Competition, hosted by the New York
University School of Law.
AVERY RASMUSSEN ’21 and
MATT WEST ’21 won the 92nd

William Minor Lile Moot
Court Competition. MIHIR KHETARPAL
won the Stephen Pierre Traynor
Award for best oralist.

10
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JESÚS PINO

ISTOCK

❱ The Attorney General’s Honors Program
at the U.S. Department of Justice attracts
candidates from hundreds of law schools
across the country.

STILL NO.1
IN PRINCETON REVIEW
RANKINGS
UVA LAW REMAINS NO. 1

LIBBY BAIRD ’19
TO CLERK FOR
U.S. SUPREME COURT
JUSTICE AMY CONEY BARRETT
LIBBY (STROPKO) BAIRD ’19 WILL CLERK for

Justice Amy Coney Barrett at the U.S. Supreme
Court for the 2021 term.
Baird said clerking at the Supreme Court
will be an opportunity to learn from one of
her biggest role models.
“It’s a dream come true to be able to serve
as one of Justice Barrett’s law clerks. I’ve long
admired her academic work and her approach
to the law as a jurist,” she said. “Clerking at the
Supreme Court will be an incredible learning
experience, and I’m excited to continue serving
in our justice system.”
The Law School is fourth after Yale, Harvard
and Stanford in placing clerks on the U.S.
Supreme Court since 2005.
Baird clerked for Judge Kevin C. Newsom
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh
Circuit and is currently clerking for Judge
Trevor N. McFadden ’06 of the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia.
“I feel so fortunate to have clerked for Judge
Newsom and to be clerking for Judge McFadden now,” she said. “Both are brilliant judges,
gifted writers, extraordinary mentors and kind
people. I’ve learned so much from them, and
I think that both clerkships have enabled me
to improve my writing and analytical skills.”
8
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At UVA Law, Baird served as an articles
editor for the Virginia Law Review, was elected
to the Order of the Coif, won the Norton Rose
Fulbright Best Memorandum Award, participated in the Supreme Court Litigation Clinic,
and was a research assistant for Professor
A. E. Dick Howard ’61. Along with Howard,
Baird credits Vice Dean Leslie Kendrick ’06;
Professors Aditya Bamzai, Molly Brady, Julia
Mahoney, Caleb Nelson, Daniel Ortiz, Micah
Schwartzman ’05 and John Setear; and clinic
instructors Matthew Madden ’07 and Mark
Stancil ’99 for contributing to her success.
“There are many others that I’d like to
thank—every professor I had at UVA was instrumental in my formation as a lawyer,” Baird
said. “My professors and classmates have encouraged me in striving to be the best lawyer
and person that I can.”
Baird earned a B.S. in business administration/finance from the University of Arizona.
McFadden, who joined the bench in 2017,
praised his clerk.
“Libby epitomizes what UVA lawyers are
known for: She is smart, hard-working and
kind,” he said. “She’ll be a terrific addition to
Justice Barrett’s chambers.”
—Mike Fox

9 STUDENTS,
ALUMNI
SELECTED
FOR ATTORNEY
GENERAL’S
HONORS PROGRAM

in Best Professors, Best
Quality of Life and Best
Classroom Experience,
according to The Princeton Review’s annual law
school rankings, which
were released Dec. 8.
As part of the 2021
rankings, the Law
School is also No. 4 in
Best Career Prospects,

No. 5 in Best for Federal
Clerkships and No. 6 in
Toughest To Get Into.
The Law School has
been ranked No. 1 in Best
Quality of Life for seven
years and in Best Professors for four years, consecutively. The school
has been ranked in the
top four for Best Classroom Experience since

the 2013 rankings.
The ranking lists
name the top 10 law
schools in 14 categories
based on The Princeton Review’s surveys of
14,000 students attending 164 law schools in
the United States, and
of administrators at the
schools.
—Mike Fox

NINE LAW SCHOOL STUDENTS and alumni will

join the Department of Justice as attorneys in
the fall through the Attorney General’s Honors
Program.
Annie Kim ’99, assistant dean for public
service, said the Honors Program is one of
the most competitive in the country and has
been a springboard for alumni with notable
DOJ careers.
“Our students have always been extremely
successful in landing internships and externships at DOJ Main Justice and in U.S. attorneys’
offices,” Kim said. “They do excellent jobs in
these positions and make important connections with attorneys who, later on, can provide
strong references for them.”
—Mike Fox

UVA LAW’S
HONORS
ATTORNEYS
ELIZABETH BAGWELL ’21,

Criminal Division, Asset
Forfeiture Fellowship
KATIE CARPENTER ’21, Executive Office of Immigration Appeals, Board of
Immigration Appeals
ASTRID CEVALLOS ’20,
Environment and
Natural Resources
Division
DOMINICK GIOVANNIELLO ’21,
Tax Division, Criminal
Enforcement

GENEVIEVE KHUONG ’19

(Honors Clerk), Executive Office of Immigration Review, Board of
Immigration Appeals
SPENCER RYAN ’19,
Criminal Division, Trial
Attorney
WILL SLUSHER ’20, Executive Office of Immigration Review, Office of
the Chief Immigration
Judge, Atlanta
AMANDA SWANSON ’20,
Criminal Division, Trial
Attorney
ALEC WARD ’21, Civil Rights
Division

ALUMNI
SPEAK,
HONORED
AT
SHAPING
JUSTICE
CONFERENCE
CIVIL RIGHTS LAWYER
Terrica Redfield
Ganzy ’02 delivered the
keynote address at the
fifth annual Shaping
Justice conference,
“Shaping Justice in a
Time of Crisis,” held
online Feb. 20.
Ganzy is deputy
director of the Southern
Center for Human
Rights, where she coordinates the center’s strategy and programs with
the executive director,
among other duties.
Aimed at inspiring
students and lawyers to
promote justice through
public service, the conference also featured

❱ CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Terrica Redfield Ganzy ’02, Elisabeth
Epps ’11, April Nicole Russo ’11 and Professor Toby Heytens ’00

an awards ceremony to
honor Professor Toby
Heytens ’00, Elisabeth
Epps ’11 and April Nicole
Russo ’11 for their roles
in serving the public.
Several panels provided
educational opportunities for students.
Heytens received the
Shaping Justice Award for
Extraordinary Achievement. He is on leave from
the Law School faculty to
serve as solicitor general
of Virginia.
Epps and Russo received Shaping Justice
Rising Star Awards. Epps
founded and directs the
Colorado Freedom Fund,
a prison abolitionist com-

munity bond fund that
works to end wealthbased detention via litigation, legislation and
direct action. Russo is an
assistant U.S. attorney at
the U.S. Attorney’s Office’s Child Exploitation
and Human Trafficking
Unit, where she serves
as the Project Safe Childhood Coordinator for the
District of Columbia.
The conference was
sponsored by UVA Law’s
Mortimer Caplin Public
Service Center, Program
in Law and Public
Service, and studentrun Public Interest Law
Association.
—Mike Fox

WEBSITE
EXPLORES
SCHOOL’S
HISTORICAL
CONNECTIONS
TO SLAVERY

TAZ JONES ’20
ALBERT AND SHIRLEY SMALL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY

DISCOVERY

DISCOVERY

THE UVA LAW LIBRARY has launched a website, slavery.law.virginia.

edu, exploring the history of the school’s connections to slavery.
Slavery was part of the fabric of life at the University of Virginia
since the time of UVA’s founding in 1819 by Thomas Jefferson, a
slaveholder himself. The Rotunda and Academical Village, today
part of a collective World Heritage site, were built using enslaved
laborers, and slaves continued to work at the University and in the
Charlottesville community until their emancipation.
In recent years, the University has undertaken several efforts to
acknowledge and explore its past connections to slavery. In 2013,
the University established the President’s Commission on Slavery
and the University to provide advice and recommendations on
the commemoration of the school’s historical relationship with
slavery and enslaved people. The University’s award-winning
Memorial to Enslaved Laborers, a project inspired by a studentled effort that began in 2010, opened to the public last year. Much
of the early life of the University and its association with slavery
has been documented by the research website Jefferson University: Early Life Project.
The Law School’s connections to slavery were less documented,
until now.
Special Collections Librarian Randall Flaherty of the Arthur
J. Morris Law Library led the effort to create content for the site,
which was built entirely by library staff.
“We wanted to contribute to this important conversation, and we
felt that there was a space that we could fill in investigating the Law
School’s historical connections to slavery and supporting research
into slavery as it was taught in the UVA classroom,” Flaherty said.
Flaherty said it was easy to forget, now that the Law School is
on North Grounds, that the school was originally embedded in life
in the Academical Village.
“All of the law faculty in this era were enslavers, and they lectured about the topic in their classes in ways that helped to justify
and solidify the practice to their students,” she said. “There is new
research to be done on the topic of slavery as a curricular subject,
and we hope that our site can support that work.”
—Mary Wood
Spring 2021 | UVA LAW Y ER

9

DISCOVERY

JESÚS PINO

DISCOVERY

commemorating the bicentennial of the
Shalf ’01, who oversees the school’s 21
University and the Law School. During
clinics. New clinics in the past four years
her time as dean, the Law School expeinclude the Civil Rights Clinic, Holisrienced two of its top three fundraising
tic Juvenile Defense Clinic, State and
years in terms of dollars raised.
Local Government Policy Clinic, and
Goluboff continued and enhanced the
the Federal Criminal Sentence ReducLaw School’s longstanding commitment
tion Clinic.
to an unparalleled student experience and
Over the past year, Goluboff has led
remarkable career outcomes. The school
the school through its most rapid transset records in clerkships placement, both
formation yet—adapting to a hybrid
in raw numbers and federal appellate pocurriculum during the COVID-19 pansitions. Always placing highly in national
demic. The effort required moving 139
rankings, the Law School reached new
classes online in the span of eight days
heights in the 2020 Princeton Review,
last spring, and redesigning the curricas the school captured the top spots for
ulum in the fall to offer both in-person
Best Professors, Best Classroom Experiand online learning experiences. At least
“COMMON LAW,” A PODCAST sponsored by
ence and Best Quality of Life. The school
70% of students took at least one in-perwas also No. 4 in Best Career Prospects,
son class and about half of classes were
the Law School and hosted by Dean Risa
reflecting placement numbers boosted
offered as hybrid courses in the fall.
Goluboff and Vice Dean Leslie Kendrick
by robust hiring of UVA Law graduates
“Everything the Law School has ac’06, returned for its third season in January
at the largest law firms and in federal
complished over the past several years
with a focus on “Law and Equity.”
clerkships. The school has landed at No.
is the product of a team effort by the
“Equity issues touch on everything from racial dispari1 and No. 3 in the Above the Law school ties to marriage to policing to the economy and beyond,”
entire Law School community,” Golrankings, which focus on employment Goluboff said. “We’ll be looking at how law intersects with
uboff said. “My first term as dean has
outcomes, in the past two years.
certainly seen its share of challenges,
equity, how law can help strengthen or break down equity,
As private-sector and clerkship and the difference between equity and equality.”
which we have been able to meet and
overcome by working together.”
hiring has flourished, Goluboff has also
The season launched with Harvard Law professtrengthened the final component of sor Randall Kennedy, an expert in racial justice, who in
Goluboff noted that because of all
the “three-legged stool,” as the school light of recent events discusses visions for a racial “promthe Law School has done for her since
she joined the faculty as an untenured
refers to its career development efforts: ised land”—a reference to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s last
professor, “my goal has always been to
public service. To assist students pursu- speech of his life.
ing public interest careers, she dedicated
help this wonderful institution thrive.”
Other guests this season include UVA President Jim
more funds for public service scholar- Ryan ’92 and Law School professors Naomi Cahn, Deborah
“I am privileged to do my part, and
ships and fellowships, and raised salary Hellman, Rachel Harmon and Camilo Sánchez. With reI am grateful every day to work with
caps for the Virginia Loan Forgiveness cording sessions moving online, producers were able to
faculty, staff, students and alumni who
Program, established the annual Shaping feature a range of legal luminaries outside the school, inremind me of why what we do is worthJustice conference and awards, and in- cluding New York University law professor and “Strict
while and who make it all possible. I
creased institutional and counseling Scrutiny” podcast co-host Melissa Murray, Columbia Law
appreciate the confidence the provost
support for the Program in Law and School professor Michael Graetz ’69 and Boston University
has placed in me for a second term, and
Public Service, and the Mortimer Caplin Law School Dean Angela Onwuachi-Willig. In a first for the
I am more excited than ever about the
next five years,” Goluboff said.
Public Service Center.
show, a UVA Law student was interviewed.
The first UVA Law dean to join
Magill appointed a committee,
“We are so pleased a blockbuster slate of guests could join
Twitter, Goluboff has led a prolifera- us to discuss these important issues,” Kendrick said.
chaired by UVA Law professors Paul
tion of faculty on the platform, and also
B. Stephan ’77 and Ashley Deeks, to
“Common Law” is available on popular podcast venues, and at
joined Instagram. She amplified visibilconduct the reappointment review. The
CommonLawPodcast.com.
ity for faculty scholarship in other ways
committee interviewed and sought input
Follow the show on Twitter, @CommonLawUVA.
as well, establishing 11 new intellectual
from alumni, students, faculty and staff.
centers and programs focused on facilitating and promoting profesGoluboff is the 12th, and first female, dean of UVA Law. A renowned
sors’ work in areas of excellence, and by co-hosting the “Common legal historian, she is the author of “Vagrant Nation: Police Power, ConLaw” podcast to highlight faculty ideas and research. Several faculty stitutional Change, and the Making of the 1960s” and “The Lost Promise
were hired to lead clinics and increase hands-on experiences for stu- of Civil Rights,” both of which have won several awards.
dents, including a new director of clinical programs, Professor Sarah
—Mary Wood

‘COMMON LAW’
SEASON 3
FOCUSES ON
LAW AND EQUITY

U.S. SUPREME COURT

UVA
REAPPOINTS
DEAN
RISA GOLUBOFF
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA has appointed Risa Goluboff to a second

term as dean of the Law School.
Executive Vice President and Provost Liz Magill ’95 announced the
five-year reappointment to the UVA Law community Dec. 4. Magill
said many of the Law School’s successes during Goluboff’s initial appointment are attributable to her leadership.
“Risa has attracted outstanding talent, significantly increased visibility for faculty scholarship, championed diversity and inclusion at
the Law School, and received the largest gift in school history,” Magill
wrote. “These are just a few highlights of her successful first term.”
Goluboff has overseen one of the most prolific faculty recruiting runs
in Law School history, hiring 22 professors since 2016, and 13 in the past
year alone. She also helped lead an expansion of diversity within the
student body while recruiting historically high levels of academic talent.
This year’s incoming students, the Class of 2023, are the most diverse in
the school’s history, with more than half of the student body made up
10
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of women for the first time, and 33% self-identifying as people of color.
Goluboff expanded other diversity initiatives as well to strengthen
the community’s inclusive environment, from driving efforts to honor
the Law School’s first Black graduates and memorializing 100 years
of coeducation to establishing scholarships and curricular programming to support students interested in addressing equity issues. After
the Aug. 11-12, 2017, white supremacist violence at the University and
in downtown Charlottesville, she led the UVA Deans Working Group
that analyzed what went wrong and what changes the University
should make moving forward.
The dean has also led a powerhouse fundraising effort. Under Goluboff, the school celebrated its first $50 million donors when Martha ’81
and Bruce Karsh ’80 recapitalized and renamed the Karsh-Dillard
Scholarships, endowed a professorships fund, and established the
Karsh Center for Law and Democracy. Their gift included University matching funds and kicked off the Honor the Future campaign,
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DISCOVERY

❱ Jehanne McCullough ’21
and Nina Oat ’21 argued
virtually before the Fourth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
on Sept. 9.

JULIA DAVIS

DISCOVERY

❱ Juliet Buesing Clark ’21, Lukus Freeman ’21,
Catherine Ward ’22 and Chris Yarrell ’22 contributed
to a new report on racial inequity in Virginia under
Professor Andrew Block’s supervision.

STUDENTS WIN IN
FEDERAL APPEALS COURT—
WITH ARGUMENT
PARTLY VIA SIGN LANGUAGE
A LAW SCHOOL STUDENT using American Sign Language and her class-

mate successfully argued on behalf of a client before a Richmond-based
federal appeals court.
Appellate Litigation Clinic students Jehanne McCullough ’21, who
is Deaf, and Nina Oat ’21 presented oral argument virtually with interpreter Kate O’Regan before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit on Sept. 9. The court ruled in favor of their client Jan. 4.
But in simply making her arguments the way she did, McCullough
might have set a new milestone.
“To the best of my knowledge, we have previously had arguing counsel
who have used sign language or closed captioning to hear what is being
said, but we have not previously had argument presented through a
translator,” Clerk Pat Connor ’81 said about the circuit. “I observed the
argument, and it was quite impressive!”
To help prepare O’Regan to help her, McCullough asked her to interpret during all moot courts and related meetings as a way to familiarize with the case. McCullough also typed up possible questions and
answers in advance, and videotaped herself for O’Regan.
“American Sign Language and English are completely different languages,” McCullough said. “Translating from ASL into English is an
art, a complex process requiring conveying concepts and meaning, not
simply voicing words for each sign. It is possible for translations of the
same sentence to end up subtly different from each other.”
O’Regan said McCullough’s efforts helped her work on pacing, pronunciation of relevant legal terms, names of precedential cases and
being comfortable delivering the arguments in the persuasive way
12
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McCullough intended. O’Regan added that fellow interpreters Jen
Diggans and Rene DeVito were part of her “dream team.”
Client Willie James Dean Jr., a prisoner housed in North Carolina,
was hospitalized after being assaulted in a broom closet after twice
trying to head-butt a corrections officer. He filed a civil rights claim
against the officers, alleging excessive force in violation of the Constitution’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment.
The appeals court ruled unanimously to reverse the District Court’s
summary judgment to the officers, concluding, “A reasonable jury
crediting Dean’s account could find that the officers used force not
to protect themselves but to retaliate against Dean, in violation of the
Eighth Amendment.”
Professor Scott Ballenger ’96, the clinic’s director, said the case was
assigned midsummer for September, so he reached out to volunteers
to present oral argument from a new crop of clinic students. McCullough and Oat spent August prepping, not knowing until six days
prior when arguments would be scheduled. Molly Cain ’20 and Read
Mills ’20 briefed the case during the previous academic year and prepared their successors.
This was McCullough’s first oral argument, and she was unaware of
any regular strategies that Deaf people who use ASL follow to prepare
for their oral arguments. “I simply prepared in the way I thought was
best,” she said.
“Looking back, I think it was a good approach.”
—Mike Fox

STUDENTS PLAY ROLE
IN REPORT RECOMMENDING
WAYS TO REDUCE INEQUITY IN VIRGINIA
A NEW REPORT recommending

policy changes to reduce racial inequity in Virginia features significant contributions from students
in a Law School clinic.
Released on Feb. 10, the report
by the Commission to Examine
Racial Inequity in Virginia Law
recommends changes in laws and
policies involving housing, education, criminal justice, health,
environmental justice and agricultural equity.
“In addition to informing
ongoing policy change, our hope
is that this report educates more
Virginians about the history of
structural racism in Virginia,
and the negative impact that
this history continues to inflict
on so many people, and across
so many areas of life, in the Commonwealth today,” said Professor
Andrew Block, vice chair of the
commission and director of the
school’s State and Local Government Policy Clinic.
Block said clinic students put
together data on racial disparities,
researched policy recommenda-

tions to address the disparities
and helped draft the final report.
Gov. Ralph Northam established the commission in June
2019 to review the state’s laws and
regulations to find discriminatory
language and identify areas that
enabled inequities. After the initial
report, lawmakers unanimously
passed a package of 14 bills that
repealed racist language that affected education, housing, transportation, health care, voting and
more. In June, the governor expanded the scope of the commission to identify laws and regulations that create or perpetuate
racial disparities, and recommend
solutions.
“Virginia policymakers and
other leaders spent centuries
building legal and other structures to comprehensively segregate and oppress people of color,”
the report notes. “While the laws
have gone away, the impact of
what they built, indeed much of
the structure they built, has not.”
Block returned to the faculty
in 2019 and started the clinic this

year after serving as director of
the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice. He said four students in the clinic—Juliet Buesing
Clark ’21, Catherine Ward ’22,
Lukus Freeman ’21 and Chris
Yarrell ’22—“played a substantial and major role in the writing
of this report.” In addition, students Trust Kupupika ’22, Kelsey
Massey ’21 and Wes Williams ’22
provided significant research
support.
Clark said they began by
reading through the research of
nonprofit organizations and government agencies that related to
the racial disparities they hoped
to solve.
“In some cases, the data was
downright shocking,” she said.
After looking at solutions suggested and used in other jurisdictions, the students examined
Virginia code and regulations to
identify language that could be
changed to enact those solutions.
The students presented their
work to the commission at virtual
meetings and offered proposals

for consideration. On the topic of
housing, for example, the report
recommends expanding affordable dwellings, improving efforts
at eviction prevention and revising landlord-tenant laws to offer
tenants more time to pay their
bills. On the topic of education,
the report suggests allowing for
regional solutions to educational
inequity and adding a diversity
metric to school accreditation
ratings, among other suggestions.
Clinic student Chris Yarrell, a
former civil servant in New York
City government, said he wanted
to be involved “in helping to dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline here in Virginia.”
“This project has served as a
sobering reminder of the lasting,
intergenerational impact of statesponsored racism in our systems
and structures,” he said.
Yarrell said he was pleased that
the clinic not only allowed him to
learn more about how laws and
policies are created, but to directly
create such laws and policies.
—Mary Wood
Spring 2021 | UVA LAW Y ER

13

SCHOOL
WELCOMES
FIRST
ASSISTANT DEAN FOR DIVERSITY,
EQUITY AND BELONGING
MARK C. JEFFERSON has been named

the inaugural assistant dean for
diversity, equity and belonging
at the Law School. He began his
role March 29.
Jefferson previously served as
assistant dean of community engagement and equity at Harvard
Law School, after joining the
school in a director role in 2017.
Before that, he was assistant director of admissions at the University of Michigan Law School,
where he earned his J.D.
The assistant dean for diversity,
equity and belonging is a newly
created position reporting directly
to the dean. As the chief diversity
officer of the Law School, the assistant dean will be responsible for
strengthening and advancing the
Law School’s commitment to being
a diverse and equitable institution
in which every member—including
students, faculty and staff—feels an
equal sense of belonging.
“I take very seriously the work
of diversity, equity and inclusion,”
Jefferson said. “Part of the desired
outcome, especially for those of
14
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us who sit in marginalized identities, is to be able to show up as our
whole selves and belong, and to not
have to defend or explain what it
means to be me in the world—and
that diversity, equity and inclusion
work is one of the ways in which
we attempt to achieve that goal.”
Jefferson, who is originally from
Washington, D.C., earned his undergraduate degree in philosophy from Morehouse College and
completed additional graduate
course work at the Boston University School of Theology, where
he also served as a chaplain at the
school’s Marsh Chapel.
“One of the things I’ve known
for a long time is that you never
really know what’s going on with
another human being,” he said of
his religious service. “People can
present great when everything is
falling apart. It encourages you to
be a little more generous with the
next human being, to the extent to
which we’ve all gone through difficulties in our lives.”
Before law school, he also
worked as a middle school teacher,

serving as the founding dean of students and a language arts teacher
at the Seed Public Charter School
in Washington and as director of
alumni support at St. Ignatius
Loyola Academy in Baltimore.
After a year working for the Public
Defender Service for the District of
Columbia, he decided to become
a lawyer himself.
He was an associate at the law
firm Thelen in New York before
returning to Michigan to serve
in the school’s admissions office.
“UVA was easily the hardest
law school to recruit against,” he
said of his time at Michigan. “Both
law schools pride themselves on a
sense of community and collegiality, and academic rigor. … There’s
just an intense sense of belonging
and loyalty at both schools.”
He said he also is happy to be
closer to D.C., where friends and
family live, including his mother,
who lives in Front Royal, Virginia.
In his new role, Jefferson will
chair the Law School’s Committee on Diversity, Equity and Belonging, and collaborate with the

admissions, graduate studies and
financial aid offices on student
recruitment and success, and the
development of pipeline programs
for underrepresented students to
law school. He will also engage directly with prospective and current
students, including mentoring students and working with student
affinity groups.
Jefferson will serve as a resource
for faculty and staff to enrich diversity, equity and belonging efforts
in hiring and retention, the curriculum, classrooms, clinics, experiential courses and programs,
among other aims, Dean Risa Goluboff said.
“This is such a critical position
for the Law School. It will enable
us to expand the work we have
been doing to enhance diversity,
equity and belonging in our community and our profession,” Goluboff said. “Mark brings extensive
expertise and enormous talents to
the role, and I am overjoyed that
he is joining us. I am excited for all
that he will help us accomplish.”
—Mary Wood

MACARTHUR FOUNDATION

MARTHA STEWART/HARVARD LAW SCHOOL

DISCOVERY

PRIVACY
EXPERT
DANIELLE
CITRON
JOINS
FACULTY
DANIELLE CITRON, a pioneering law professor
in digital privacy who helped Vice President
Kamala Harris in her effort to combat nonconsensual pornography as an attorney general,
joined the Law School faculty in December.
Citron, the inaugural Jefferson Scholars
Foundation Schenck Distinguished Professor
in Law, comes to UVA from the Boston University School of Law. Her professorship is
funded by the Jefferson Scholars Foundation.
“The work that Danielle Citron is doing on
digital privacy has been truly groundbreaking,”
Dean Risa Goluboff said. “It is no exaggeration
to say that she has built a field.”
Citron was a recipient of a 2019 MacArthur
Foundation Fellowship, informally known as
a genius grant, for her work on cyberstalking
and intimate privacy, including her efforts to
change how the public thinks about online
harassment, from a triviality to a civil rights
problem. Because women and minority groups
are often targeted online, she has made the
argument that civil rights law—which can
address harms not covered by other laws—
could be applied in many cases and would
serve “a crucial expressive role.”
“Law would teach us that cyberstalking deprives women and marginalized communities
of crucial opportunities to work, speak and go
to school,” she said. “Regrettably, the United
States is as bad as some of the worst countries.”
Citron helped found the nonprofit Cyber
Civil Rights Initiative in 2013, a name inspired by her foundational paper. She has

focused her legislative efforts on a multitude
of privacy issues in the online environment.
Among them is what has been called “revenge
porn,” although she and her colleagues at the
nonprofit, of which she is the vice president,
prefer to reframe the problem as “nonconsensual pornography” in order to emphasize
the harm done.
Harvard University Press published her
book “Hate Crimes in Cyberspace” in 2014.
The book was hailed as a “call to action and
a thought-provoking roadmap” by Harvard law
professor Jonathan Zittrain, and as a “lucid
summary” that shows “we can do quite a lot
for victims of cyberabuse without chilling expression” by University of Chicago law professor Martha Nussbaum.
Cosmopolitan magazine named the book one
of the “20 Best Moments for Women” that year.
Through staffers, the book also got the attention of then-Attorney General of California Kamala Harris. Citron ended up advising
Harris and her team for two years, and during
a portion of that time, served on the Attorney General’s Cyber Exploitation Task Force.
The task force “had a series of meetings, and
the first was in person with 50 companies, like
everyone in Silicon Valley,” Citron said. “A lot
of them didn’t necessarily want to be there,
but they came. Google, YouTube, Facebook,
Twitter, Pinterest, you name it.”
In direct and indirect ways, the tech giants
were enabling nonconsensual pornography,
she said. However, because of Section 230 of

the federal Communications Decency Act of
1996, which was the first major attempt by
Congress to regulate internet pornography,
Harris’ office couldn’t pursue action against
the tech companies for serving as intermediaries. Courts have interpreted the section as
meaning operators of internet services cannot
be held liable for what third parties post.
Citron gave a presentation on how the companies’ reticence to act affected the lives of
victims. Google, for example, had a handsoff approach related to its search engine and
what content would appear in searches of
individuals’ names, such as nonconsensual
porn. For those instances in which extortion
charges couldn’t be brought, the Harris team
and their allies ultimately sought a way that
the content could be taken down or de-listed.
By the summer of 2015, Google announced
that it would de-index nonconsensual porn in
searches of people’s names when requested by
the affected individual, as did Bing.
“I almost fell over in my chair,” Citron said
of receiving the news from a USA Today tech
reporter. “So I credit the AG, now our vice president, with changing the landscape entirely.”
In addition to her past service to Harris,
Citron has been a member of Facebook’s NonConsensual Intimate Imagery Task Force since
2011, and an adviser and a member of Twitter’s Trust and Safety Task Force since 2009.
—Eric Williamson
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INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS
LAW
SCHOLAR
JAY
BUTLER
TO JOIN
FACULTY
JAY BUTLER, a Rhodes Scholar and an expert in international law

and corporate social responsibility, will join the Law School faculty
in the fall.
Butler instructed about 40 UVA Law students in International
Business Transactions this past fall as a visiting professor.
He currently serves as an associate professor at William & Mary
Law School. He previously was a teaching fellow at Columbia Law
School, and has taught as a visitor at Yale Law School and the George
Washington University Law School. His writing examines corporations and their adherence to international law, including how they
can lead through global governance and policymaking.
“Jay Butler is integrating business and international law in fresh
and exciting ways,” Dean Risa Goluboff said. “His is an important
emerging voice in the essential conversations law must have about
the influence of corporations in the multinational environment.”
In a sense, Butler said, his work is a study in world peace.
“We tend to think that one of international law’s real benefits is
its ability to allow parties that have a dispute to solve it peacefully,
even if not always entirely satisfactorily,” Butler said. “And I think
one of the things that attracted me to international law is that it’s
very much in flux. So being able to participate in a project that is unfinished, as opposed to just sort of gilding something that has been
effectively done for some time, is appealing. I feel a sense of activism toward peace as a value for human flourishing.”
His recent articles include “Corporate Commitment to International Law” (2021) for the New York University Journal of International Law & Politics, “The Corporate Keepers of International
Law” (2020) for the American Journal of International Law, and
“Corporations as Semi-States” (2019) for the Columbia Journal of
Transnational Law.
“Corporate Keepers” was selected for the 2019 Yale/Harvard/
Stanford Junior Faculty Forum. The paper examines the business
16
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DAVID MORRILL

DISCOVERY

HEALTH
LAW
EXPERT
CRAIG
KONNOTH
TO JOIN
FACULTY
of international law enforcement and grapples with the potential
of corporations to serve as keepers of international law.
In 2018, Butler won the Lieber Prize from the American Society
of International Law for his paper “Amnesty for Even the Worst Offenders,” and later that year, was chosen as a fellow in the Law and
Public Affairs Program at Princeton University.
He said his scholarship has been informed by his eclectic experiences. Born and raised in Bermuda, Butler’s country of origin is
relatively small yet cosmopolitan.
“I grew up in a household where the BBC World Service was always on,”
he said. “When a place is small, one has to care about the outside world.”
He earned his bachelor’s in history, magna cum laude with highest
honors, from Harvard University and went on to earn a bachelor’s in
jurisprudence from Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar. He earned
his J.D. from Yale Law School and is a member of the New York bar.
After law school, he clerked for Judges Hisashi Owada and Giorgio
Gaja of the International Court of Justice and worked as a legal
adviser to the government of Japan.
Drawing from that experience, he reflected that, “Understanding the adjudicative process as well as the litigation process was
really informative for my take on international law and its application. It fostered a degree of creativity in utilizing international law
methods to solve problems.”
Professor George S. Geis, director of the John W. Glynn, Jr. Law &
Business Program, said Butler’s work is both novel and timely, and he
looks forward to Butler’s upcoming contributions to the law faculty.
“His groundbreaking work explores connections between corporate behavior and international law to shed new light on both fields,”
Geis said. “This is especially important in today’s economy—as new
questions arise about the optimal role and scope of corporate behavior in a global market.”
—Eric Williamson

CRAIG KONNOTH, an expert in health care law, and law and sexuality,

will join the Law School faculty in the fall.
Konnoth is currently a law professor at the University of Colorado,
where he explores issues of health and civil rights, and health data, in
his scholarship. His work looks broadly at minority and marginalized
communities, while also focusing specifically on the LGBT community.
“The focus is on how social movements use medicine to drive
broader legal and policy change,” he said.
Dean Risa Goluboff said Konnoth’s research homes in on the
moment in which we live.
“Craig’s scholarship on health equity is both perennially important
and more important now than ever,” Goluboff said. “Craig is working
at the cutting edge of a cutting-edge field. He is already having an
impact on the way we think about health and health care, and about
the relationship between law and medicine.”
Traditionally, the thinking has been that laws are set in place and
the field of medicine must abide by them, he said. But this approach
“behaves as if medicine doesn’t have its own normative logic. This logic
can be [and has been] deployed to oppress and discipline minorities,
for example, forcing the sterilizations of women of color in the U.S.”
However, social pressure can change the norms of medicine, which
can then change the law, he explained. “My position is that medicine
is what we make of it.”
His most recently published article, “Medicalization and the New
Civil Rights,” appeared last year in the Stanford Law Review. The piece
aims to “define and defend” the concept of “medical civil rights,” in
which individuals have advanced civil rights claims that rely on the
language of medicine. An example, he said, is states that apply Medicaid funds to help solve homelessness, by linking homelessness to
medical outcomes. Konnoth believes that authorities should track
the effects on social and economic outcomes on health, just as with
pharmaceutical outcomes.

Activism around gender dysphoria—distress caused from not
identifying with one’s sex assigned at birth—is also among the issues
that Konnoth teaches and writes about, including in a 2018 Pediatrics journal article, “Ethical Issues in Gender Affirming Care.” With
children, the legal struggle is often one that sometimes pits the preferences of parents or doctors against a child’s lack of agency and the
need to thrive as an individual.
In addition to health and civil rights, Konnoth specializes in health
data regulation. His 2017 paper, “Health Information Equity,” appeared in the University of Pennsylvania Law Review, and received
the 2018 Privacy Papers for Policy Makers Award.
He is the inaugural faculty director of the Health Data and Technology Initiative at the Silicon Flatirons Center at Colorado.
Professor Margaret Foster Riley, whose scholarship focuses on
health law and bioethics, among other topics, joined the dean and
her fellow faculty members in welcoming Konnoth.
“His work in health law, bioethics and privacy spans many of the
most urgent issues we are facing today,” Riley said. “His recent scholarship in medical civil rights, which focuses on gender and sexuality and race, offers new ideas and solutions to address the continuing health disparities brought into even starker relief by the current
COVID crisis.”
Prior to joining Colorado, Konnoth was a deputy solicitor general
with the California Department of Justice, where his docket primarily involved cases before the U.S. Supreme Court, and also before the
California Supreme Court and the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
He earned his J.D. from Yale Law School and an M.Phil. from the
University of Cambridge, and clerked for Judge Margaret McKeown
on the Ninth Circuit. He held fellowships at the UCLA Law School’s
Williams Institute before clerking, and more recently, at the University
of Pennsylvania Law School and New York University Medical School..
—Eric Williamson
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❱ The Supreme Court
Litigation Clinic, led by
Professor Daniel R. Ortiz,
continued to meet in
person this year.

JULIA DAVIS

CLINICS
ADAPT
TO SERVE
THEIR
CLIENTS

CLINICS AT THE LAW SCHOOL , which provide

students real-world experience in lawyering,
haven’t slowed down in light of the pandemic.
If anything, they’re Zooming.
“There’s still plenty of work going on,”
said Professor Sarah Shalf ’01, director of
clinical programs.
Adaptation has been key, as students in the
Law School’s 21 clinics have been allowed
to either take courses in person or remotely
this school year through hybrid learning.
Remote conferencing tools such as Zoom
have been essential.
The Innocence Project at UVA Law, which
hosts both a for-credit clinic and a student
pro bono clinic, has taken on more DNArelated cases this year, which require fewer
personal interviews, as well as responded to
a new opportunity.
“We’ve had a slew of parole hearings for
clients who are newly eligible under Virginia
legislation that passed last year,” said Juliet
Hatchett ’15, a staff attorney with the Innocence Project and the Jason Flom Justice
Fellow, who explained that parolees no longer
have to make a statement accepting responsibility for the crime. “Normally, those hearings
would be in person with one to two family
members or significant others present, but
we’ve been doing them via Zoom.”
The Appellate Litigation Clinic has been
18

❱ Gerald Smith, center, a Federal Criminal
Sentence Reduction Clinic client, greeted family
members after a judge granted him compassionate
release in December.
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engaging in its normal approach, although that
clinic’s students ordinarily fly out to appeals
courts throughout the country to argue cases.
“The clinic has probably been affected by
the pandemic less than most, since appellate work is primarily focused on research
and writing, and the moot court sessions
they do to practice for oral argument work
very well over Zoom,” said Professor Scott
Ballenger ’96, the clinic’s director.
The clinic’s four arguments were all by
audioconference or Zoom, he said.
“The students in this year’s clinic have
been thrown right into the deep end,” Ballenger said.
As in recent years, seven of the Law School’s
clinics are offered in association with the
Legal Aid Justice Center. The clinics coordinator for LAJC, Amy Walters ’09, said caseloads have varied based on the public’s needs
due to the pandemic and changes in the law.
Walters teaches the Child Advocacy Clinic
and the Health and Disability Law Clinic,
which she said are “bustling.” In a recent
case that fell under Child Advocacy, students
working from Colorado and New Jersey were
able to help a high school student with severe
disabilities get back to in-person instruction.
But with fewer opportunities for studentcounselors to connect with a client in person,
is the human touch getting lost in the process?

“The crucial thing that students hopefully
are learning is how not to make it impersonal
to communicate by Zoom or by telephone
and to make a more intentional effort to build
rapport with the client,” Shalf said.
LAJC hosted discussions early on to discuss
the challenge.
“The first week or two of clinics we held a
session over Zoom about interviewing clients
in the time of COVID,” Walters said. “We
wanted students to find out what are the
things potentially lost and what are the liabilities.”
Confidentiality at times may be an issue,
she said, given that it may not be clear who is
listening in, and the capacity for the client to
understand what’s being communicated may
not always be obvious on a call or even Zoom.
Lorish said that for post-conviction work,
developing empathy over distance is standard, and crucial.
“You’re always trying to maintain the relationship through the phone and trying to
be a good listener and trying to demonstrate
compassion and care for your client,” she said.
Even with so much remote work being
done, where courts are meeting in person, students such as those in the Prosecution Clinic
and the Immigration Law Clinic have been
able to participate in person on a limited basis.
—Eric Williamson

NEW
CLINIC
SEEKS PRISON
SENTENCE
REDUCTIONS
SEVENTEEN YEARS into his 25-year felony prison sentence, Gerald Smith

was facing a looming health crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted
his regular treatments for cancer, a preexisting condition that made
him more susceptible to dying from the coronavirus in prison.
With help from the Law School’s new Federal Criminal Sentence Reduction Clinic, Smith was both granted a release and freed on Dec. 17.
“I was a little bit skeptical because when you file a petition to the
federal judges, the U.S. prosecutor has the rebuttal to it, you know?”
said Smith, 73. “And it’s really hard to get a reversal, or compassionate
release. I saw a lot of inmates that didn’t get it.”
Through the clinic, students are working directly with clients to file
motions in U.S. District Courts to reduce both the prison time and supervised release portions of their clients’ sentences.
Each student has four clients assigned to them, and students work
independently for those clients, while sharing drafts and workshopping the cases with the entire class. The fall clinic was comprised
of third-year students Linden Atelsek, Eleanor Coates, Mark Duda,
Dominique Fenton, Cody Fisher, Catherine Guerrier, Maria Luevano,
Matthew Nicholls, Jonah Panikar and Jake Sillyman.
Fenton was in charge of Smith’s case, which involved felony drug
and firearm convictions. Before law school, Fenton served as a Youth
and Family Court judge in Oglala Sioux Tribal Court, as well as a legal
advocate in Tribal Court and a court-appointed defense investigator
in federal criminal cases on Indian reservations. He previously participated in the Innocence Project Clinic and Civil Rights Clinic.

“We all bounced ideas off one another,” he said about the sentencing clinic. “It felt like I worked in a very collaborative public defender’s office in law school.”
Lisa Lorish ’08, an assistant federal public defender for the Western
District of Virginia who directs the clinic and supervises the students’
efforts, had planned to teach her usual Criminal Defense Clinic again,
but the pandemic put in-person court appearances and one-on-one
client meetings on hold, giving her an opportunity to launch the new
clinic last fall. The clinic has helped free four people, including Smith,
who faced coronavirus-related health concerns in prison. They include
a second client that Fenton also helped free.
“In each of those instances, the individual was at a facility where there
were a number of COVID cases and had conditions that really placed
them at risk, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention list of medical conditions that place someone at high risk,” Lorish
said. “The government, typically, will agree that someone is at least eligible to be considered for release if they have one of those conditions.”
Under the First Step Act of 2018, an incarcerated person may file a
motion for a reduction in sentence, also known as compassionate release,
directly with the court 30 days after making a request to the Bureau
of Prisons or after exhausting administrative remedies. The clinic is
also taking advantage of a U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit
ruling in December allowing compassionate release over disparities in
the harshness of past drug sentencing compared to today, Lorish said.
—Mike Fox
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NEW CENTER
EMPHASIZES UVA’S
CONTRIBUTIONS TO TAX LAW
THE VIRGINIA CENTER FOR TAX LAW has been established at the Law

School, with Professor Andrew Hayashi serving as the center’s first
director. The center will bring to the fore faculty scholarship in tax
law—emphasizing the present conversation while building upon
UVA Law’s historical strengths and storied past in tax.
Because of the problems the nation and the world face, the addition of the center comes at a timely moment.
“The United States is right at the center of what seems to
be a global reconsideration of fiscal and economic policies, focusing on race, inequality, and the relationship
between capital and labor,” Hayashi said. “Tax law,
policy and administration are at the core of this
conversation.”
Hayashi is the Class of 1948 Professor of Scholarly
Research in Law and an expert in tax law, tax policy,
and behavioral law and economics. Prior to joining
the Law School, he was a fellow at the Furman Center
for Real Estate and Urban Policy at New York University, where his research focused on the effects of tax policy
on real estate and housing markets. He practiced tax law earlier in
his career as an associate at Davis Polk & Wardwell. Hayashi holds a
doctorate in economics from the University of California, Berkeley.
The center’s other faculty include Michael Doran, Joshua Fischman,
Kevin A. Kordana, Ruth Mason, Paul B. Stephan ’77 and Ethan Yale.
In addition to their scholarly endeavors, the faculty remain engaged
with practice organizations such as the ABA Tax Section, the American Law Institute, Congress, the Treasury Department and the IRS.
“Tax is a wide-ranging area of law, and we are very fortunate to
have a faculty that can cover so much of it,” Hayashi said. “My colleagues have diverse interests and topical and methodological expertise. Their scholarship reflects that, and it makes for an exciting
intellectual culture.”
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UVA’s strength in tax owes a considerable debt to the past, Hayashi said.
The late alumni Mortimer Caplin ’40, former IRS commissioner,
and Edwin S. Cohen ’36, a former undersecretary of the Treasury, are
among the Law School’s storied government servants who taught at
the Law School. Professors Emeriti George Yin, Mildred Robinson
and Thomas R. White III have also been exemplars, Hayashi said.
The trio have served in influential volunteer and public service roles.
Yin served as chief of staff of the U.S. Congress’ Joint Committee on Taxation, one of the most influential tax positions in the country.
And, of course, countless alumni who weren’t academics have served in senior positions in government and private practice.
“These are people who are responsible for the
distinguished history of tax scholarship and service
at UVA,” Hayashi said.
Virginia offers one of the strongest tax law curricula
in the country, and is home to the Virginia Tax Review,
the nation’s leading student-edited tax journal. In addition
to their work in the classroom and on the journal, students have
won the International and European Tax Moot Court competition
three times in a row, and fielded the first U.S. team to win the event.
Faculty, students and alumni also learn about cutting-edge issues
in tax from the Virginia Tax Study Group, an annual tradition at the
Law School that brings together alumni from private practice, government and academia. In the fall, the annual UVA Invitational Tax
Conference brings leading tax academics to Grounds to discuss scholarly works in progress. Students are invited to attend both meetings.
During the summer, the Law School hosts the Virginia Conference
on Federal Taxation, an annual conference that marked its 70th anniversary in 2018.
—Eric Williamson

NEW PUBLIC LAW CENTER
FOCUSES ON FACULTY DEPTH
IN ECONOMIC METHODS
A NEW CENTER that applies economics to the study of law and pol-

itics has been established at the Law School. The Center for Public
Law and Political Economy is led by Professor Michael D. Gilbert.
Gilbert said political economy can be a broad category, but for
the purposes of the center, “It refers to the application of economic
theories and methods to legal and political phenomena. It’s using
the tools of economics to think about puzzles in public law. The
center will unify the scholarship and teaching of our many faculty
members who draw on political economy in their work.”
In addition, the center will promote new research,
connect with students and build upon the Law School’s
longstanding strength in this area. The school has
a law and economics working paper series as well
as a faculty workshop sponsored by the John M.
Olin Program in Law and Economics.
Gilbert himself is an expert in law and economics, legislation, election law, direct democracy and
judicial decision-making.
UVA as a whole has been a leader in the political
economy discussion since the 1950s and ’60s, when James
Buchanan and Gordon Tullock wrote “The Calculus of Consent,”
and Ronald Coase wrote “The Problem of Social Cost.” Buchanan
and Coase, who later each won the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences, wrote those seminal works while on the UVA faculty.
“Their works form much of the backbone of this area of study,”
Gilbert said.
Today, the next generation of economics-based research leaders
includes UVA Law faculty. In addition to Gilbert, the center’s affiliates are Kevin Cope, Joshua Fischman, Andrew Hayashi, Jason
S. Johnston, Edmund W. Kitch, Michael A. Livermore, Julia D.
Mahoney, Paul G. Mahoney, Ruth Mason, John K. Setear, Paul
B. Stephan ’77, Megan T. Stevenson, Pierre Hugues-Verdier, J.H.
“Rip” Verkerke and Mila Versteeg.
Like Gilbert, who holds a Ph.D. in jurisprudence and social

policy from the University of California, Berkeley, several of these
faculty members have doctorates in the areas of economics and
political science.
“The center’s faculty study issues ranging from criminal justice
and financial regulation to the environment and constitutional
law,” Gilbert said. “It’s a distinguished group of scholars doing
top-notch work.”
A sampling of recent articles by the faculty includes “Algorithmic Social Engineering” by Stevenson, an economist and
criminal justice scholar; “Identifying Illegal Subsides”
by Mason, an expert in international tax issues; and
“Computationally Assisted Regulatory Participation,” by Livermore, who studies bureaucratic
oversight and the computational analysis of law.
To encourage students who may be interested
in this area of study, the center plans to host events
as well as to delineate connections between courses
whose titles may seem dissimilar, but which call upon
economics-based research methods.
“If you take Securities Regulations from Paul Mahoney,
and Constitutional Law and Economics from me, those might sound
like very different courses, but in fact you’ll see commonalities in
our methodological approach,” Gilbert said.
Next year the center will host the 16th annual Conference on
Empirical Legal Studies, known as CELS, at the Law School.
Gilbert is also associated with the Karsh Center as a Martha
Lubin Karsh and Bruce A. Karsh Bicentennial Professor of Law.
He is author of more than two dozen articles or book chapters, including the chapter “Constitutional Law and Economics,” which
he co-authored for the forthcoming book “Research Methods in
Constitutional Law.” He is an affiliate of the Corruption Lab on
Ethics, Accountability, and the Rule of Law, or CLEAR, part of
UVA’s broader Democracy Initiative.
—Eric Williamson
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JUROR NO. 12
WANTS HER VOICE HEARD
JONRE TAYLOR was the lone Black juror and the lone vote of dissent.

The other 11 Louisianans on the panel convicted teenager Thedrick
Edwards in 2009 on charges of aggravated rape, armed robbery and aggravated kidnapping stemming from a 2006 crime spree. Edwards
was among a group of young Black men who were initially
indicted, while the victims were white college students.
More than a decade later, Taylor, who served as
Juror No. 12 in a state that allowed nonunanimous
jury verdicts, has not given up on the idea that her
voice matters.
The former juror teamed up with a Law School
professor, who handed her a megaphone recently
through what may be a first-of-its kind amicus brief to
a case before the U.S. Supreme Court, Edwards v. Vannoy.
“I have hopes that it will make a difference,” Taylor said.
Amicus curiae, or “friend of the court,” briefs contain additional
information for the court to consider before ruling. Professor Thomas
Frampton wrote the novel brief from the perspective of a single juror—
rather than the usual advocacy group or legal authority.
Frampton, who had already been considering filing an amicus, and
Taylor “started talking and initially it was just sort of background conversations while I was trying to learn as much as I could about the
case,” he said. “It was fascinating to me to see how well Ms. Taylor remembered nuances of the trial.”
Taylor said in a recent interview with UVA Law that she believes
Edwards, a high school honor roll student when the spree occurred,
fell in with a bad crowd and, based on evidence presented, likely served
as a lookout rather than an aggressor.
For her, the facts didn’t line up, which led to her reasonable doubt.
Taylor was in her mid-20s and a recent college graduate at the time
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of the trial, and the juror closest to Edwards’ age, in addition to being
of the same race. The other jurors were much older, and they identified as white in court records.
“I don’t feel like my voice mattered at all,” she said.
Edwards would not have been convicted if the trial were
held today and had the same jury outcome.
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2020 in another
case, Ramos v. Louisiana, that nonunanimous verdicts are unconstitutional, prompting Edwards to
petition the court. He argues he’s being illegally detained and should either receive a new trial or be
set free. (Louisiana voters notably rejected nonunanimous rulings in a statewide referendum prior to
the Supreme Court’s ruling.)
While Frampton acknowledges the chances are slim that
the court will make Ramos retroactive, overturning countless previous decisions, the case will force the court to reconsider—amid national cries for criminal justice reform—the fairness of past decisions
in which juries have been split and racially stacked. Was justice served
in Edwards’ and other cases?
Taylor wants the world to know her vote was not uninformed, nor
unsympathetic to the victims. Convicting not just “a” person, but the
right person, was important to her.
“If people can’t be completely sure, how can you give a person life
or death?” she asked.
In the amicus, Frampton says the fact that Louisiana was an outlier
in terms of how it applied its rules bolsters Edward’s case and reinforces Taylor’s grievance.
—Eric Williamson

JULIA DAVIS
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❱ JonRe Taylor, pictured in Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
is taking her support for a convicted man, and fair
trials, all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court with help
from Professor Thomas Frampton, below.

ALUMNA
RETURNS
TO LEAD
ADMISSIONS
NATALIE BLAZER ’08 has joined the Law School

as assistant dean for admissions.
Blazer previously served as director of J.D.
admissions at the Georgetown University Law
Center. She was also associate director of admissions and strategic initiatives recruiter at
Columbia Law School, and a senior litigation
associate at Weil Gotshal & Manges.
She said she is proud to return to UVA Law
and welcome new students.
“My personal experience at UVA was such a
positive one,” she said. “I still remember getting
my phone call admitting me, and I will always
cherish my three years at the Law School. I
want everybody to have that same experience.”
Dean Risa Goluboff said Blazer’s experiences
at Georgetown and Columbia means she will
hit the ground running at UVA.
“She also has the benefit of being a UVA
Law graduate with firsthand knowledge of
our community and all that the school has
to offer,” Goluboff said. “We are so glad she
will lead our Admissions Office, identify new
and innovative approaches to broadening our
applicant pool, and continue to recruit academically talented and diverse classes to the
Law School.”
The Class of 2023 is the first in the Law

School’s history in which women make up a
majority, and the most racially diverse class
in 10 years. Blazer said she wants to keep that
momentum going by connecting prospective
students with affinity groups and alumni networks, holding outreach events at places such
as historically Black colleges and universities,
and highlighting how diverse students contribute to the UVA Law community.
“I’m very mindful of making sure that our
incoming class is representative of students of
color, first-generation students, low-income
students, anyone who’s historically underrepresented in law school and in the legal profession,” she said.
In law school, Blazer served on the editorial
board of the Virginia Journal of Social Policy &
the Law, co-chaired the Conference on Public
Service and the Law, was a Peer Advisor, and
interned for the Sarajevo War Crimes Tribunal’s Office of the Prosecutor. After graduation,
she clerked for Judge Liu Daqun of China at
the U.N. International Criminal Tribunal for
the Former Yugoslavia in The Hague.
Blazer majored in political science and
French as an undergraduate at Boston College.
—Mike Fox

DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC SERVICE
ADDS TO
COUNSELING
STAFF
LEAH GOULD has joined the

Law School as director of
public service.
Gould works under
the direction of Assistant
Dean for Public Service
Annie Kim ’99, who now
leads both the Mortimer
Caplin Public Service
Center and Program in
Law and Public Service.
Gould’s role adds a new
position to the counseling
staff that also includes
Senior Director of Public
Service W. Lawton Tufts
and Director of Public
Service Amanda Yale.
“We’re so fortunate to
have Leah join our Public
Service Center team,”
Kim said. “She’s incredibly accomplished as a
former DOJ trial attorney
and AUSA. But beyond
that, Leah knows exactly
what it means to carve
out your public service
path as a law student,
keep your eyes on the
prize and believe in yourself.”
Gould, a former Navy
lieutenant, previously
served as an assistant U.S.
attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
District of New Jersey,
prosecuting criminal
cases such as firearms,
Hobbs Act robberies, nar-

cotics, trafficking, child
exploitation and whitecollar crimes. She was
also a trial attorney with
the U.S. Department of
Justice Antitrust Division through the Attorney General’s Honors
Program.
But it was her experience as an intelligence
officer and mentor in the
military that nurtured
her interest in leading
others to achieve their
goals and inspired her
to make the leap to academia.
“I was getting to the
point in my career where
I was looking to make
a change,” Gould said,
“and I saw this opportunity and it really jumped
out at me because it reminded me how much
I loved working with
people to help guide
them.”
Gould clerked for U.S.
Judge Reed C. O’Connor
of the Northern District
of Texas. She earned a
J.D. from the University
of Colorado Law School
and a bachelor’s in international affairs from the
George Washington University Elliott School of
International Affairs.
—Mike Fox
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❱ CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Students Juliet
Buesing Clark ’21, Lukus Freeman ’21,
Tim Shriver ’22 and Kyle McGoey ’21 helped
successfully shepherd legislation in the Virginia
General Assembly this past session.

NEW CLINIC
HELPS PASS LEGISLATION—WITH
BIPARTISAN SUPPORT

A TRANSFORMATIVE BILL
FOR CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Another was how to protect the public from someone who is found
not guilty and let go, who may later decline mental health services and
pose a threat.
“We kept trying to get [lawmakers] to understand that’s not likely to
happen, because most people who have done something dangerous,
there’s something else you can charge them with that doesn’t involve
intent,” McClellan said. And, those who are sick and demonstrating signs
“should be getting services in the community before they get arrested.”
Complementing the clinic’s efforts, Professor Richard Bonnie ’69, an
expert on the intersection between mental health and criminal law in
Virginia, was among those integral in making the case for the addition.
“It took a lot of discussion to get mental illness included,” Freeman
said. “Not only did we have to appease people, but we had to get the
best version of the bill passed.”
McGoey added, “I came to UVA to learn how government works and
to get exposure to the levers of government in motion. I actually really
liked the horse trading.”
In the past, only defendants with deep financial resources were able
to make a case, through expert assessment during pretrial plea bargaining, that a mental illness connection warranted a downward sentence.
The bill “was a major change, because the only real-time chance for
a court to consider mental illness was at sentencing, unless you were
pleading guilty by reason of insanity, which is really difficult and hardly
anyone ever does,” McClellan said.
She emphasized that the legislation wouldn’t have gotten
written without the students. After their previous session,
the General Assembly went into “COVID crisis mode.”
“We were in a special session dealing with a constituent crisis. The students did the work my office
would normally do.”

Kyle McGoey ’21 and Lukus Freeman ’21 worked on SB 1315 for Sen.
Jennifer McClellan ’97, a Democrat. The bill transforms how Virginia
law treats mentally impaired criminal defendants.
Prior to passage of the bill, defendants with either mental
illness or intellectual or developmental disabilities were
precluded from introducing evidence of their condition to show they lacked the mental state necessary
to be found guilty of the charged crime. The bill now
allows for the introduction of such evidence, bringing Virginia in line with other states.
MOVING BEYOND
JUST ‘PASS OR FAIL’
In addition, the bill requires consideration of a defendant’s intellectual or developmental disability at bail
Juliet Buesing Clark ’21 and Tim Shriver ’22 worked on
VIRGINIA SEN. JENNIFER
and sentencing decisions, and requires new training for
Republican
Del. Carrie Coyner’s HB 2027.
McCLELLAN ’97
lawyers on the representation of people with these conditions.
The bill aimed to solve an educational problem for the state’s
The legislation was part of a larger criminal justice reform package
children in grades 3-8. As a former Chesterfield County School Board
McClellan and fellow Democrats were able to move forward.
member, Coyner recognized the angst that one “high stakes” year-end
After completing their research, Freeman and McGoey worked
testing period in reading and mathematics caused students, as well as
through the policy options with the senator and wrote a bill. But a their teachers and parents. Because the Standards of Learning exams
problem arose. The companion bill that passed out of the House only
happen so late, they’re not useful as a developmental tool, either, she said.
allowed people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, not
The delegate vowed to students: “We’re going to give you smaller
little bites of assessment throughout the year, and we’re really going
mental illness, to introduce evidence of their condition. The House
to see where you are.”
and Senate needed to be on the same page.
One sticking point was how to define mental illness, because the
Many of her fellow lawmakers sympathized, but since federal funding
definition to receive mental health services is a lot broader than a court
hinges on determining whether students reached overall proficiency
during the school year, Coyner needed a bill that would comport with
would allow as a defense, McClellan said.
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Law School’s new State and Local Government Policy Clinic, which
provides Virginia’s lawmakers and governmental executives legal
and policy research support for their initiatives, is doing just that.
In its inaugural year, the clinic helped all of its state lawmaker
clients—Republicans and Democrats—see their bills through to approval, including two pieces of legislation whose prospects for passage
were anything but a given. In both cases, law students were helpful in
bringing opposing stakeholders together in cooperation.
Clinic Director Andrew Block said working with legislators of both
political parties is a critical aspect of the clinic.
“Being part of a state school, it’s important for us to look beyond party
affiliation and be a service to everyone,” said Block, a former director of
the Virginia Department of Juvenile Justice who currently serves as vice
chair for the Commission to Examine Racial Inequity in Virginia Law.
Students in the clinic researched and wrote initial drafts of legislation, produced talking points and other communication materials, met
with stakeholders and, in many cases, testified in support of the bills,
making them essential to the outcomes.

THE (CHARLOTTESVILLE) DAILY PROGRESS

THESE DAYS, changing laws with bipartisan support is rare. But the

federal requirements. At the recommendation
of a legislative colleague, she sought the clinic’s
assistance.
For Shriver and Clark, the work was full of
meetings, urgent deadlines and on-the-fly changes.
They researched how states such as Georgia,
North Carolina and New Hampshire handled
similar problems, often speaking directly with
officials, to figure out what worked in achieving through-year testing.
The students built a proposal that considered
such factors as the number of tests and teacher
requirements, which not everyone agreed upon.
“There were a lot of moments where we needed
to make a change to keep a group on board,”
Shriver said.
Before law school, Clark taught in Boston for
five years as high school English teacher, and
Shriver helped launch a public schools mentoring program in New York and San Francisco.
Coyner, a lawyer who earned her undergraduate degree from UVA, said she was impressed
that both of her assigned students had relevant
backgrounds that allowed them to keep pace.
“They were amazing,” she said. “They met
with all the advocacy groups. They attended all
of my committee meetings and testified in all of
my committees. I really utilized them as experts
because they had done it all. I could not have
kept up given how short the session is without
that team. They helped me craft a path forward.”
That path involved some creativity on the part
of students. It seemed that Virginia either needed
a year-end test to assess grade-level comprehension or it needed to apply for a waiver from that
system. But the latter would come with no guarantee that the federal government would sign off
on new measures to test throughout the year. So,
essentially, the law students split the difference.
The new legislation now mandates through-year
testing and a final overall assessment, in alignment with Standards of Learning, until the waiver
process can be completed.
Full implementation, including giving students
tests that are above and below their grade level,
is to occur in the 2022-23 school year.
—Eric Williamson
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BY JOE FORE ’11

EVERYONE WANTS concise writing—writing that conveys information in the short-

est, simplest way possible. But while most of us know concise writing when we
see it (or, just as often, when we don’t see it), it can be hard to achieve it in our
own work. Here are four tips that will have you writing more efficiently.

TIP 1: BREAK UP LONG SENTENCES
Shortening sentences is the fastest way to make your writing more concise.
Because legal writing often involves complex concepts, it can be tempting to
mirror that complexity in longwinded sentences that cram multiple ideas together. Fight that temptation.

stuff. What’s harder is cutting common
expressions that are longer than they
need to be. Anywhere you can save
is a plus: fewer letters, fewer words,
fewer syllables. See the box below for
some common legal writing phrases
and their shorter, simpler substitutes.
For extra impact, combine this tip with
the previous one and swap longer transitions
for shorter conjunctions at the start of your sentences. And can replace Furthermore or Additionally at the start of a sentence, while But is a good
stand-in for However. And if you tend to use Therefore, Accordingly or Consequently to show causation, try trading it for the peppier Thus or even So.

TIP 4: NIX NOMINALIZATIONS
Nominalizations are nouns formed from other
parts of speech—words like explanation, settle-

4 TIPS TO MORE CONCISE LEGAL WRITING
Instead, break long sentences into shorter ones that each make a distinct point.
Then, connect those shorter sentences with transition words to show the relationships between your ideas. For example, here Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
summarizes the life cycle of a criminal case in four crisp sentences linked with
clear transitions (highlighted):
Criminal proceedings generally unfold in three discrete phases. First, the
State investigates to determine whether to arrest and charge a suspect. Once
charged, the suspect stands accused but is presumed innocent until conviction upon trial or guilty plea. After conviction, the court imposes sentence.

ment and viability. They present special problems
for writers seeking concision. First, they’re typically longer than the verbs or adjectives they’re
formed from (settlement vs. settle, viability vs.
viable). They also require us to add extra words
to make sentences grammatically correct. Take,
for example, this sentence:
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“I LOVED MY INTERNATIONAL
LAW/USE OF FORCE
SEMINAR. Professor
Ashley Deeks really
brought the subject to life
for me. Even though
about half of my classmates were virtual and
half were masked in class,
I still got to know everyone very well. During our
short, in-class breaks we
would pop outside—
masked and socially
distanced, of course—and
Professor Deeks would
hang out with us and
regale us with some of her
Department of State

stories. We also had
several judge advocate
general LL.M. students in
the class that were able to
speak to their experiences
with international law.
Toward the end of the
semester … we simulated
a U.S. National Security
Council Situation Room
meeting and each student
played a role (president,
State Department legal
adviser, etc.). It was fun
and challenging to apply
the law to a (simulated)
high-stakes scenario.”
—CAIT KUTCHI ’22

The majority opinion contains a
discussion of legislative history.

Justice Ginsburg’s longest sentence contains 17 words; her shortest just six.
At just nine words, the sentence isn’t long from an
Now, not every sentence can be as succinct as her last
objective standpoint. Still,
LONGER CONCISE
line. Nor would you want it to be. Your writing should
because it uses the noun disWORD/PHRASE REPLACEMENT
contain a variety of sentences—some a bit shorter,
cussion rather than the verb
prior to before
some a bit longer. But, overall, strive for an average
discuss, it’s longer than it
subsequent to, following after
needs to be. Not only is dissentence length of around 20 words.
as a result of because
cussion a bigger word, using
notwithstanding despite
TIP 2: START SENTENCES
in order to to
it also forces us to add an
WITH CONJUNCTIONS
utilize use
article (a), a preposition (of )
in the present/instant case here
One of the easiest ways to shorten sentences while preand a verb (contains). Changat the present time now
serving flow between them is to start more sentences
ing discussion back into a
demonstrates shows
verb lets us streamline the
with But and And. Forget what you may have learned
numerous many
sentence—and make it more
in school; starting sentences with conjunctions is not
approximately about
active, to boot:
only grammatically correct, it’s good practice. Great
writers do it all the time. Take the Supreme Court’s 2018 decision in Sessions v.
The majority opinion discusses
legislative history.
Dimaya. Justice Elena Kagan started nearly 50 sentences with But or And in her
25-page majority opinion, while Justice Neil Gorsuch did it more than two dozen
Once you’re aware of nominalizations, you’ll see
times in his 18-page concurrence.
them (and cut them) everywhere—from pleadings
and contracts to emails and text messages. No
TIP 3: USE SHORTER WORDS AND PHRASES
longer will you enter into an agreement or make
Short and simple language is a hallmark of clear, concise writing. So look a decision; you’ll simply agree or decide.

for places to purge longer and more complex words from your newly shortened sentences. But it’s not just about excising esoteric terms and legalese—concomitantly, heretofore, arguendo. That’s a given; that’s the easy

STAR
WITNESSES

DISCOVERY

Professor Joe Fore is co-director of UVA Law’s
Legal Research and Writing Program.

“WE NOTICED THAT WHILE
THERE ARE LOTS OF STUDENT
GROUPS AT UVA that
promote the benefits of
practicing in one place or
another … none of them
promoted the benefits of
practicing in Virginia. In
reviving the [Virginia Bar
Association Law School
Council] chapter, we
hoped to encourage
students to consider a
career in Virginia. To that
end, the VBA provides
students at UVA with the
opportunity to meet,
engage with and learn

from Virginia practitioners by hosting networking events and receptions
for students interested in
exploring both private
practice and public
service careers in Virginia; career panels with
Virginia practitioners and
current students heading
to Virginia offices; and
socials with current
students and Charlottesville/Albemarle Bar
Association members.”
—C. ALEX RETZLOFF ’21
Virginia Bar Association Law
School Council President

MORE: LAW.VIRGINIA.EDU/STARWITNESS
Spring 2021 | UVA LAW Y ER
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CATCHING UP WITH ALUMNI 5, 10, 15 AND 25 YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL
DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I represent both

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I work in tech

corporate and individual clients in
litigation-, employment- and
education-related matters. I spend my
day-to-day counseling clients on
various labor and employment-related
needs, assisting higher education
institutions with Title IX work, and
researching, briefing and arguing a
variety of matters in litigation.

and telecom policy. My clients
launch satellites, build wireless
networks and expand connectivity
the old-fashioned way, by trenching
lines in the ground. They also help
us abstract away from physical
infrastructure, often through the
cloud, and develop a wide range of
emerging technologies enabled by
the internet. Many of them have
made bridging the digital divide a
focus of their missions.
As you might imagine, their
efforts frequently raise regulatory
issues that are novel or unsettled—
or constantly resettling. So I help
them shape and navigate the federal
regulatory environment, and
problem-solve around its
uncertainty. I advocate for them in
administrative proceedings—think
agency rulemakings, investigations
and transaction reviews—and in
appellate and trial litigation. I also
counsel clients on new products and
services, and help them steer
through regulatory waters to get
their deals done.

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY OUTSIDE OF
WORK? I love exploring, whether it’s a
new country or my hometown of
Greenville—I am always on the
lookout for new experiences—and
things to eat! I particularly enjoy the
outdoors, exercising, animal rescue,
craft beer (like any good millennial)
and horror movies.
ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE AT
THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND LIFE?

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE 5
YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? Just about

MCKINLEY HYMAN ’16
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WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY

ASSOCIATE
WYCHE
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA

everything! I love where I live;
Greenville was not on my radar in law
school, but I could not be more
grateful to have been led to such a
vibrant and lovely part of the
Southeast. I am blessed to have spent
the past five years, and counting, with
a wonderful husband, and we are
overjoyed to be expecting our first
baby in July. I’m also fortunate to be
practicing law with a group of
amazingly accomplished individuals
(and friends) who use their talent and
creativity to make a positive
difference for our clients and for our
community. I am continually inspired
not only by their intellect, but also by
their genuine care for and
commitment to those around them.

10

V. SHIVA GOEL ’11

BILL PETROS

5

Career-wise, yes, more or less. While
at UVA, I discovered a fondness for
labor and employment law (shoutout
to Professors Rip Verkerke and Kim
Forde-Mazrui!) and envisioned myself
practicing in that area, in the
Southeast, and at a firm that made me
happy to go to work each day. While
each of these things have (happily)
come to fruition, I have also come to
enjoy additional areas of practice that
I did not necessarily plan on, but each
of which add even more fulfillment to
my legal career.
Life-wise, I hoped to be married to
my then-boyfriend and for us to travel
the world in our free time. While the
COVID-19 pandemic has certainly put
a damper on those travel plans, I am
happy to report that I did marry that
guy, and that we have had plenty of
adventures and look forward to many
more to come. I am looking forward to
the next stage of my career and life,
and to many more opportunities for
personal and professional growth.

PARTNER
HARRIS, WILTSHIRE & GRANNIS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OUTSIDE OF WORK? My
extracurriculars focus on my 2-yearold, Ella. When I’m able, I road test
the vocabulary I built at meetings of
the Virginia Law Wine Society,
which my friends Mark Littmann ’11
and Hunter Landrum ’11 founded
our 1L year.
I’m also a recovering wrencher.
In my younger days, I had project
cars and engine blocks strewn
across the front lawn. These days, I
have much less time, and I like my
neighbors much more. But I still
find the occasional afternoon in the
garage oddly satisfying, even if it’s
spent doing simple repairs or
routine maintenance.
ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE
AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND
LIFE? Not at all. At UVA, it was easy

to feel like everything was your
calling, because our professors
were so good at inviting us into
their corner of the legal universe. I
also started law school in 2008,
when it was hard to care about
much beyond preventing financial
Armageddon. So while I’ve always
followed tech policy debates, I
never thought I’d make a career
out of it. I thought I’d be suing
banks in New York.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE 10
YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? I like that
I love what I do and care about the
people I do it with—at times, even
opposing counsel.
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DISCOVERY

DISCOVERY

CATCHING UP WITH ALUMNI

5, 10, 15 AND 25 YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: I lead
a philanthropic nonprofit
that partners with Global
South groups in their advocacy to hold corporations
accountable for the true
environmental and social
costs of their business operations in the Global South.
Through the deep relationships we forge with local
partners and others in the
business and human rights
space, we have advanced
corporate accountability and
human rights protection
across the globe, from Thailand to El Salvador to Uganda
to Nicaragua.

DESCRIBE YOUR WORK: My practice

focuses on small-business, franchising and nonprofit law. My clients
represent a wide variety of industries from real estate and restaurants to professional service firms
and pro wrestlers. I see my place in
the Central Virginia legal community as filling the void between “Big
Law” and Legal Zoom.
WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU ENJOY

15

CONNIEL MALEK ’06
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
TRUE COSTS INITIATIVE
BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS
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OUTSIDE OF WORK? I am
an avid runner, fantasyfiction reader and travel
enthusiast. Before my
husband and I had kids, we
traveled to four different
countries in just our first year
of dating and we never
stopped. Our most recent
adventures with our girls
took us to Iceland, El Salvador and Mexico. We can’t
wait for our next adventure!
ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED
TO BE AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR
CAREER AND LIFE? I began my
career with the unique opportunity to go directly into
in-house practice at a multinational corporation straight
out of law school. I knew that
it would open doors but
didn’t know which ones. I
had no idea that it would
evolve into a career in philanthropy that allows me to
merge my passion with the
skills and experience I
gained in my decade of corporate law practice. My
corporate background, Caribbean heritage, strategic
thinking and synthesizing
skills have been invaluable in
this new phase of my career.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT
YOUR LIFE 15 YEARS AFTER
LAW SCHOOL? I like that each

day I get to wake up, learn
about the world and work
with my team to identify and
support opportunities to
protect human rights and to
protect the environment. I
also love that my daughters
look up to their mom with
such pride and motivation.
That is the ultimate gift.

25

ERIC PERKINS ’96
OWNER
PERKINS LAW PLLC
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

OUTSIDE OF WORK? Family, tennis
and community service are my top
priorities and passions outside of
work. I have played tennis for over
40 years; met my wife, Chrissie,
thanks to tennis; and have had the
chance to travel the world thanks to
tennis. I volunteer at church and am
currently president of the Rotary
Club of Short Pump, but most of my
volunteering takes place in the
tennis community. I coach high
school tennis, I co-authored a book
on the history of tennis in Richmond to benefit the Richmond
Tennis Association, and I was just
appointed chair of the Sportsmanship Task Force for the United
States Tennis Association.
ARE YOU WHERE YOU EXPECTED TO BE
AT THIS STAGE OF YOUR CAREER AND
LIFE? I could not have predicted my

legal career unfolding the way it
has, but there is no question that I
have ended up in the right place. I
experienced life as an attorney in a
downtown law firm; as in-house
counsel for a real estate company,
where I came to enjoy the unglamorous (but rewarding) role of corporate whistleblower when I
helped send my boss to prison for
100 years [Edward H. Okun, the
former owner of The 1031 Tax
Group, was sentenced in 2009 for
defrauding clients]; and as a “solopreneur” for the past 12 years. The
path had its moments of unexpected drama, but that was just part
of the journey that brought me to
where I am today.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT YOUR LIFE
25 YEARS AFTER LAW SCHOOL? In
October 2018, I suffered a stroke
while playing a tennis match. Fortunately, it was over quickly and
did no lasting damage, but such a
brush with disaster enhances your
appreciation of every moment of
life and good health. I have been
grateful for the opportunity to
spend quality time with my family,
to take care of my father during the
final years of his life as he battled
Parkinson’s and dementia, and to
do my small part to have a positive
impact in my community.
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HOW ARE YOU DOING? We checked in with four alumni about how they
and their areas of law have been faring during the disruptions caused by
the pandemic, including any adaptations they’ve had to make. They shared
their frank insights, revealing they are handling issues with creativity and
resilience—in other words, like UVA lawyers.
By Eric Williamson
M&A AND OTHER BIG TRANSACTIONS TREY MULDROW ’95

Learning
to Deal Amid
Disruption
THE DUE DILIGENCE of valuing a company has become

JON KRAUSE

more labored due to the pandemic, and projecting
future business has become more complex.
Even so, after a challenging first half of 2020, the
business world has mostly adapted to the new normal.
At Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld’s New York
office, former Partner in Charge Trey Muldrow ’95
(now a partner in Weil, Gotshal & Manges’ global
private equity practice), who is experienced in handling mergers and other complex corporate matters,
observed that businesses were going through “cataclysmic change” last year in terms of their prospects.
Yet, “with additional liquidity from banks and other
private equity sources, in the second half, much to
the surprise of many, there were many more transactions,” Muldrow said. “Where does that leave us?
It leaves us in a place where people are ready and
able to transact, and there is capital to be deployed.”
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Among last year’s highlights, Muldrow helped facilitate the $5.4 billion merger between British electric vehicle company Arrival and U.S.-based CIIG
Merger Corp. that provided the buzzed-about electric vehicle startup entree to Wall Street investors.
Muldrow commuted from his Brooklyn residence
to Manhattan three or four times a week last year,
joining the small percentage of attorneys and business staff occupying Akin Gump’s floors at the Bank
of America Tower, which has often been used for film
and television shoots. He said he felt the need to be
there in person, but looking beyond the pandemic,
he saw the upside of his lawyers being able to work
from home more often, which has allowed them to
spend more time with their families.
When a little one inevitably joins a video conference unexpectedly, “that’s the best part,” he said.
He and his wife, Dana, have two girls, ages 8 and
12, who have been able to return to their schools.
Given that everyone has had to adjust to remote
engagement, Muldrow said, Akin Gump had actually
become more connected across offices, and more sensitive to inclusion and other people’s needs. Clients,
too, “have gotten comfortable with this means of
engagement. They’ve seen these complicated deals
get negotiated and settled virtually.”
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He said he expects law firms
in general to fare better during
the course of the pandemic
than they did after the 2008
economic downturn, because
of the workforce reductions
that previously occurred.
“I don’t think there’s going
to be wholesale changes,” he
said.
He worries more for New
York’s world-renowned service and entertainment industries, including Broadway.
“It’s very quiet, especially in Manhattan, and at night it
gets very dark,” he said. “You just don’t have the businesses
that are open in the same way, whether it be theater, restaurants or nightlife.”
HEALTH CARE KAREN GIBBS ’92

Helping Clients
Decide When To Keep
CARES Act Cash
WHEN THE GOVERNMENT first offered “free” money to health

care providers as relief during the pandemic, Karen Gibbs ’92
helped her clients stop and consider the prudence of accepting. She’s a partner with McDermott Will & Emery and is
based in Chicago. With 130 attorneys across the firm who
are focused on diverse health care issues, McDermott has
the largest such practice in the country. Gibbs advises health
care and life sciences organizations, investors and lenders
on a variety of matters, including the CARES Act Provider
Relief Fund.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services began
releasing $178 billion to hospitals and other health care providers in April 2020—naturally, with conditions.
“Initially the money hit bank accounts, then the question
was, do you keep it or not?” she said. “Recipients had to sign
on to terms and conditions, and it was possible for providers
to apply for additional funding. The terms and conditions kept
evolving, sometimes changing within the course of a day.”
Keeping the cash under the CARES Act has required
making attestations in an uncertain business environment.
Public disclosures—information that could be seized upon
by competitors, such as details about revenue—might result
in greater financial exposure than an award amount. Companies were also concerned that they might face scrutiny,
and even enforcement actions, related to any inaccuracies
that they might unintentionally report. Not to mention
that businesses perceived to be milking the government in
a crisis, even if they meet all the legal requirements, could
still face backlash.
Each client’s situation has been different, she said, but
34
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among the portfolio companies
of private equity funds that she
represents, many decided not
to take the money. “Some could
make do without it and decided
not to take risks that might be
associated with keeping the
relief funds.”
Gibbs, a Double Hoo who
holds a master’s in history,
joined McDermott as a partner
seven years ago, having previously been vice president and
senior counsel at CVS Health and a partner at Sidley Austin.
She now heads McDermott’s Chicago health and life sciences practice.
“We’re helping our clients plan for the future,” she said.
“You don’t skate to where the puck is. You skate to where
the puck is going to be.”
Despite the need for relief from all things COVID, at the
dinner table, Gibbs and her cardiologist husband, Gary, often
can’t help but talk shop. Their home has been her office for
the past year. She said her husband brings home personal
stories, as well as stories from peers on the frontlines. The
insights help her better understand her clients.
“I have a direct view to the challenges on the ground,” she
said. “Regardless of the financial effects, this year has been
beyond stressful for health care providers. There are layers
of PPE protection. The more protective, the less comfortable. Providers have seen many people suffer and die from
COVID. It has been tough. We are optimistic, though, that
we are on the other side of the crisis.”
ENTREPRENEURSHIP STEVE KAPLAN ’05

Facilitating Terrifying
Leaps, Casually
ARE WE IN AN ECONOMIC BUBBLE? Steve Kaplan ’05 laughed.

A Washington, D.C., and Northern Virginia partner in the
law firm Pillsbury, he said a bubble has been feared by entrepreneurs for at least the past five years. If there is one, he
only sees the rainbow on the outside.
“I think it’s always a good time to start a company,” Kaplan
said.
While the COVID-19 economy has had its share of hardhit industries, opportunities for the types of businesses
he tends to represent, often tech-focused, appear to track
strongly with the consumer needs that go along with distancing. E-commerce, remote computing and cybersecurity
startups are thriving. He said risk is being minimized by a
new breed of determined entrepreneurs in emerging spaces.
“These are companies that are going to do things 10 times
better than before rather than 10 percent better,” he said.
Kaplan admits that, unlike his clients, he’s a little risk
averse—which perhaps works in their favor; he helps clients

take flying leaps while ensuring they stick the landing. He’s
been at Pillsbury doing the
same type of work since he
graduated from law school. His
love of gadgetry pushed him in
the direction of tech, but he ultimately discovered that it was
the people and personalities in
the entrepreneurial ecosystem
that really appealed to him.
“I say I found the right thing for all the wrong reasons,”
he said.
Kaplan usually first encounters clients in the MarylandD.C.-Virginia market, although they may gravitate to the San
Francisco Bay Area or New York, where venture capital is
rich. He provides them strategic advice on which types of
capital to court and when, ranging from small friends-andfamily and angel investor rounds to $300 million growth
equity financings, with typical clients hoping to eventually
sell the business and, for most of them, start another one.
“The thing I love about my practice is I get to see clients
grow and evolve over the years,” he said. “They go from a
couple of people forming a company to selling it for millions
of dollars a few years, or more than a few years, later. They
really are looking for you to offer the full suite of everything.
The technical lawyering part is a much smaller portion of
the job, while the business advice is a bigger part.”
Kaplan is a third-generation Wahoo, but first-generation
UVA Law. He’s married to Kelly Voss ’07, pro bono counsel
at Covington & Burling. They have two children.
As other attorneys are just recently exploring how casually
they can dress when reporting from home, Kaplan already
has his “work-from-home casual” nailed. A long time ago,
he had a conversation with his bosses about being allowed
to mirror his clients. It took some convincing for him to be
permitted to buck the dress code.
“If I was wearing a suit to one of my meetings, I would
look like I didn’t get it,” he explained to them. “Slowly but
surely, I turned casual Friday into casual Thursday, and then
casual every day.”
FAMILY LAW AFI JOHNSON-PARRIS ’02

Steadily Seeing
Clients, But Marriages
May Be Steady, Too
TWO NURSES WHO WORK at the same hospital end their re-

lationship, they have an informal child visitation arrangement, and then a highly contagious virus becomes a public
safety threat. If the man puts visits on pause because he was
exposed to a COVID-19 patient, could that be grounds for
overturning their agreement?

“It gets tricky,” North Carolina family law attorney Afi
Johnson-Parris ’02 said. “Everyone has opinions about
what is safe and what isn’t.”
Despite working on a
COVID-19 ward herself, the
woman asserted that her ex’s
house was no longer safe,
though he takes the same
health care precautions. The
judge ultimately ruled in favor of the man, Johnson-Parris’
client, formalizing the preexisting visitation schedule.
“Sometimes I feel like I’m part of a movie production,”
she said as she talked about helping her client prepare to
appear on camera for his court hearing. “I told him, ‘I want
you on the couch right there. I like that picture in the back
that says ‘Dad,’ so turn the camera this way.”
Johnson-Parris, whose solo practice is in Greensboro, left
her former firm before the pandemic hit. She said it was good
timing, rather than trying to start a new business during a
pandemic. Because she was already established in her practice area in town, business has been strong. Among her new
clients are “folks who can’t make it through the pandemic
with each other.”
Nationwide, the divorce picture is partly cloudy but perhaps
offers room for optimism, at least for romantics. Divorce was
down before the pandemic and the decline appears to be
ongoing, according to Professor Naomi Cahn, a family law
expert who recently joined the UVA Law faculty. She cited
research from Bowling Green State University that tracked
five states reporting continuous data last year during the
pandemic (North Carolina was not among them).
“That report suggests that the trend is continuing,” Cahn
said. But she cautioned, “Reports early in the pandemic suggested that divorce rates were spiking, so it is too early to tell
just what the impact is and will be.”
Commentators have suggested that some spouses may be
feeling stuck but are waiting for uncertainty around the pandemic to abate before making a move. Women have suffered
disproportionate job losses due to shutdowns, Cahn noted.
Another reason for lower national divorce numbers may
be court processing delays. Johnson-Parris said her state
court has suffered from setbacks, just like courts across the
country. At times, her paralegal has had to leave filings in a
bucket outside of the clerk’s office, to be processed at some
unspecified future date.
The status of custody battles in the U.S. is even hazier
than the divorce picture, Cahn said, though Johnson-Parris
noted anecdotally that custody issues may be keeping her
and her peers the busiest.
The alumna said she’s grateful for a steady home life with
her husband, Steven, and their two children, a freshman and
junior in high school who are largely self-sufficient.
Still, when the internet goes out at home and a school
report is due, Mom is the one who gets the call.
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❱As of early in the pan-

demic, in March 2020,
most Americans of all political stripes were willing
to give up several core civil
liberties, such as being
able to gather in houses of
worship and the ability to
share certain information,
a survey conducted by Professors MILA VERSTEEG and
KEVIN COPE found. As the
pandemic stretched on into
late-2020, however, that
support waned, and public
opinion became increasingly polarized. Versteeg
and Cope were part of a
team whose research appeared in The Atlantic.

CONTRACTS
❱Canceled events last

year ranged from weddings and concerts to
sporting events and conferences. In times of unexpected crisis, contracts
are better off renegotiated
than litigated, Professor
CATHY HWANG and co-author DAVID HOFFMAN of the
University of Pennsylvania
Carey Law School said in a
paper and on the Business
Scholarship Podcast.
“We expect to see these
contract-breach cases aggregated into mass litigations or
subject to arbitration, which
36
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Over
the Past
Year, Law
Professors
Commented
on Issues
Posed by the
Pandemic

means you’re
going to get a
pretty unsatisfying settlement,” Hwang
told UVA Law in a
Q&A. “A better option
is to see if you can extend
the contract, delay performance, split the losses—
whatever you can to stay
out of court and maintain
a good relationship with
your counterparty.”

ECONOMY
AND TAXATION
❱Professors RUTH MASON

and ANDREW HAYASHI
joined a coalition of tax
scholars called Project
SAFE (State Action in
Fiscal Emergencies) that
came together to provide
policy recommendations
for budget shortfalls due to
the crisis.
“This is no ordinary recession,” Mason told UVA
Law. “Government at all
levels will have to work
together to weather the
crisis.”
Mason co-authored additional pieces for Bloomberg and Time that addressed what the states
and Congress should do,
including broaching the
idea that it was time to
enforce taxes on digital

Hellman
wrote for
The Conversation.

RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY

❱In separate pieces for

purchases. Hayashi
offered recommendations
in The Washington Post
for more progressive property taxes to help local
governments with budget
shortages.

HEALTH CARE
POLICY
❱Professor MARGARET
“MIMI” FOSTER RILEY ad-

dressed in separate pieces
for The Conversation the
U.S. vaccine rollout and
how the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act, or HIPAA,
guarantees all patients
suffering from COVID19, including the president of the United States,
freedom from disclosures about their illness.
As part of a team working
with the Miller Center,
she also wrote about
pandemic response during
the presidential transition and participated in a
panel discussion about the
vaccine rollout.

INSURANCE
❱Professor KENNETH S.
ABRAHAM weighed in on

such issues as employer liability for virus-spreading
in the workplace—absent
employees signing a waiver
or new law, traditional tort
law would apply, he told
MarketWatch—and commented on “Who Pays for
the Pandemic When Insurance Companies Refuse?”
in Fortune.

PANDEMIC
POWERS
❱Writing for The Hill, Pro-

fessor SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH
said that presidents may
eventually assume a pandemic power over Americans to vaccinate healthy
people and quarantine the
sick. He commented that
“almost all legal scholars
would admit that the presidency could eventually
acquire a pandemic power.”

Professor ANNE M.
COUGHLIN and HUNTER
W. BEZNER ’21 opined for
The Washington Post
that stay-at-home orders
might be disproportionately enforced against
Black people, basing their
opinion on a comparison
between the orders and the
history of racist vagrancy
laws.
And Professor RICHARD
C. SCHRAGGER wrote for
the Richmond TimesDispatch about how the
federal government has the
power to encourage broad
cooperation or pit states
against each other in the
administering of aid.

PEACEKEEPING
❱The pandemic threatened an already tenuous
peacekeeping agreement
between the Colombian
government and a guerrilla
faction, according to Professor CAMILO SÁNCHEZ.

“Just as the course
of the virus within the
human body depends
heavily on the underlying
health conditions of each
patient, so too do the implications of governmentimposed COVID-19 states
of emergency depend on
the underlying conditions
in a country or region,” he
wrote for Just Security.

RATIONING
HEALTH CARE
❱As resources have

become scarce during the
pandemic (ventilators in
the spring, intensive care
unit beds this winter), Professor DEBORAH HELLMAN
and her co-author KATE
NICHOLSON have insisted
that people with disabilities get fair access to care.
“While seemingly sensible, policies that focus
exclusively on saving as
many lives as possible may
miss something just as important about whose life is
spared and whose is not,”

The New York Times, Professor DOUGLAS LAYCOCK
said he believes there are
limits to the right to gather
and worship during a
pandemic, while Professors MICAH J. SCHWARTZMAN ’05 and RICHARD C.
SCHRAGGER, along with
Cornell Law School professor NELSON TEBBE, noted
a decline in the separation of church and state in
regard to a portion of the
first pandemic aid package
having gone to religious
organizations, which used
the money to pay clergy
salaries, for example.

SCHOOLS
❱Professor KIMBERLY
JENKINS ROBINSON has
been focusing on equity
and equality issues for students due to the disruption caused by COVID-19,
in the interest of ensuring every child receives a
quality education.
“What we’re trying
to return to is a system

that was already broken,
and now the pandemic
is stressing a not-alwaysrobust system,” Robinson
said during a Brookings
Institution discussion.
“What I aim to do in my
work is to try to encourage
states to focus on the needs
of the most vulnerable
populations, and that
also includes low-income
students that depend on
schools for school lunches
[and] access to social
services.”

JON KRAUSE

CIVIL LIBERTIES
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GENDER
EQUITY
❱Professor NAOMI R.
CAHN argued that the pan-

demic has had a significant
impact on women, in part
because of the types of jobs
they hold, and also because
of child care expectations.
She suggested that a “recovery plan” might help
address the discrepancies. She has elaborated
on the impact of the pandemic on women and families in Forbes, where she is
a senior contributor to its
Leadership Channel, and
in other publications.
—Eric Williamson,
Mike Fox,
Mary Wood
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Representation Resource Center, led by UVA Law alumnus the votes weren’t there,” he said, recalling he was about seven
Rob Lee ’92, mitigated death sentences. The public has been votes short. “So I had to have some conversations with folks
ahead of politicians on repeal, he added.
and get members more comfortable with the idea.”
Surovell’s bill was put on hold in 2020. He said garnering
“How do you justify the government executing an innocent
person so that it still has the ability to execute nine guilty support from Gov. Ralph Northam and some Republican
people?” Surovell said, pointing to exoneration data suggest- colleagues helped move the bill forward this year. However,
ing that as many as 10% of inmates could be innocent. “I’ve bipartisan support evaporated after Surovell refused to agree
never heard anybody be able to morally justify that, and I think to downgrade former capital offenses with mandatory life
most people find that just
sentences. In the end, he
completely abhorrent.”
needed every Senate DemProfessor Jennifer Givocrat he could muster, and
ens, a director of the Inthey all voted for repeal.
“I really had to hold my
nocence Project Clinic
at UVA Law, supported THOUGH VIRGINIA is officially end- KATHRYN V. STANLEY ’92, of Georgia, caucus together, and I had
repeal. As a former senior ing the practice of capital punish- went on to represent capital clients a couple of members who,
elsewhere in the U.S.
staff attorney with the Vir- ment, the death penalty was
personally, are supportive
already on the decline, in
And subsequent gradginia Capital Representa- part thanks to the efforts
of the death penalty but
uates such as TERRICA
tion Resource Center, she of alumni.
REDFIELD GANZY ’02,
were willing to vote to reDespite Virginia
deputy director of the
attended two clients’ expeal just because they rechaving put to death
Southern Center for
ecutions at their behest more inmates than any
ognized that the public’s
Human Rights in Atbecause they would feel state other than Texas
lanta, have also taken
moved on,” he said.
up the cause.
comforted by her pres- since 1976, no jury had
Surovell’s legislation
ROB LEE ’92
handed down a death senELAINE JONES ’70, the
ence, though she refused tence in over a decade.
changes
15 capital murder
Law School’s first Black female
to watch. Givens said aboliROB LEE ’92 has helped lead the
graduate, was there for the case that
offenses in the state code to
tion in Virginia is “some- efforts as director of the Virginia called for a moratorium on capital aggravated murder. Adult
Capital Representation Repunishment, Furman v. Georgia,
what remarkable,” given source Center.
defendants convicted of
in 1972. As a young attorney
the state’s death penalty
“Longstanding probwith the NAACP Legal
Class 1 felonies now face
lems in the application
Defense Fund, she
history and record.
life imprisonment and
helped convince the
of the death penare ineligible for parole,
“The racial bias inher- alty identified by the
clerk of court in Georreduced sentences or
ent in the death penalty Governor and legislagia to certify the case
tors,
and
not
seriously
to
the
U.S.
Supreme
compassionate release.
is beyond dispute, as is
challenged in recent deCourt. She shared the
Sentences for Virginia’s
the fact that we have sen- bates, make its abolition a
TERRICA REDFIELD
story
of
that
persuasive
GANZY ’02
two death row inmates
tenced innocent men and necessary piece of meaningmoment for a 2018 article
in UVA Lawyer.
have been commuted to
women to death,” she said. ful criminal justice reform,” Lee
wrote in a media statement.
In Furman’s 5-4 decision, the
“The abolition of the death
life imprisonment.
Lee was among several conSupreme Court ruled that the
penalty marks a significant temporaneous students who
death penalty as applied was
Although the state has
cruel and unusual punishfirst step in improving our went on to do capital deexecuted two people in
fense work. His wife,
ment, and in violation of
criminal justice system, as Professor DEIRDRE
the past five years, Surovell
equal protection. The
ruling acknowledged
it evinces a recognition of ENRIGHT ’92, formerly
said that scores of capital
the likelihood of hissome of its deepest flaws.” served as an attorney
cases have been brought
at the center. She now
torical racial bias in
Surovell said lawmak- directs the Innocence
by prosecutors in that time
capital sentencing.
All death sentences
ers vote around the edges Project at UVA Law
to spur plea deals. By endELAINE JONES ’70
across the country—
on many hotly debated with Professor Jennifer
ing the institution, he said,
Givens, another former atabout 600—were downissues every year, such as torney at the center.
not only will the state save
graded to life in prison.
birth control, abortion or
MARIE DONNELLY ’93, of Illinois, and
—Eric Williamson
millions of dollars on profirearms. Democrats also
tracted trials, but also by
previously curbed use of capital punishment and opposed its abolishing the capital defenders office altogether. He said
expansion, he noted.
fewer death sentences also likely persuaded lawmakers that
“But completely taking it off the table is a different discus- the time had come for abolition.
sion.”
Surovell said he has successfully shepherded plenty of bills
The first obstacles to repeal were his fellow Democrats. in the past that have affected hundreds of thousands of people,
The party won control of the General Assembly after flipping but he’s received more thank-you notes from ordinary people
both chambers in the 2019 election, but, Surovell noted, that about ending capital punishment than on any other legislation.
was no guarantee that ending capital punishment was on the
“I think that’s because the death penalty speaks to a lot
table for the new Senate majority.
of people’s hearts and says a lot to them about what kind of
“I remember when we had our first caucus meeting after country, what kind of state and what kind of community they
we took the majority in 2019, and I took a poll in caucus and live in,” Surovell said.

The Death of
Capital Punishment
State Sen. Scott Surovell ’96 Shepherded
Legislation Ending Institution in Virginia
By Mike Fox
AS A RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATE working in Virginia Gov. L.

Douglas Wilder’s administration, Scott Surovell toured the
state’s new correctional facility in Jarratt, including the execution chamber and its electric chair, which had been added
from another prison.
“It is pretty disgusting,” he recalled about the prison tour,
“and so to be around a chair that a couple hundred men got
electrocuted in was not a pleasant experience. So that kind
of did it for me.”
Nearly 30 years later, Surovell, a 1996 graduate of the Law
School, sponsored legislation as a state senator that ended
capital punishment in Virginia.
The commonwealth of Virginia has executed more people
than any other U.S. state over four centuries, and is second
only to Texas nationwide in executions since the U.S. Supreme
Court reinstated capital punishment in 1976, with 113. In one
of the country’s landmark death penalty cases that may have
marked a turning point, the justices ruled in a Virginia case
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in 2002 that executing convicts with intellectual disabilities
violated the Eighth Amendment’s ban on cruel and unusual
punishment.
Thanks to Surovell’s efforts, effective July 1, Virginia will
be the first state in the former Confederacy to abolish the
death penalty.
Surovell was first elected to the House of Delegates in 2009
and has served in the state Senate since 2016, representing
Fairfax, Prince William and Stafford counties. He is a founding member of Surovell Isaacs & Levy in Fairfax, where he
focuses on traffic defense, consumer law, personal injury,
family law and appeals. His father, Robert J. Surovell ’69, is
also a member of the firm.
Surovell has never represented a murder suspect or witnessed an execution—“I can’t imagine going to watch”—nor
has he ever represented capital defendants.
Public opinion nationally and statewide has shifted against
capital punishment, he explained, and the Virginia Capital
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For Decades, Alumni Have
Taken Up Death Row Cause
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Making
the Case
Against
the Death
Penalty
Professor
Richard Bonnie ’69
Led Capital Appeals
WITH THE SWEEP OF A PEN in March, Gov. Ralph Northam signed

new legislation that abolished the death penalty in Virginia.
“There is no place for the death penalty in this state, in the South
or in this country,” Northam proclaimed during a press conference at the Greenville Correctional Center.
From his office at UVA Law, Professor Richard Bonnie ’69
added a “good riddance.” When he was not long out of law school,
Bonnie was at the vanguard of a movement of young attorneys
who spent decades building the case against the death penalty
in the Old Dominion.
Bonnie represented, pro bono, four of the first five prisoners
to sit on Virginia’s “new” death row after the Supreme Court
reinstated the death penalty in 1976.
“I was practically just out of law school,” he said. “It was an
opportunity to be helpful and put my ideas to work, but it was
also kind of intimidating.”
Virginia historically led the nation in executions. But after
Furman v. Georgia raised doubts about the constitutionality of
the practice in 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court declared a moratorium throughout the country, inviting states to revise their laws
to avoid a capricious or discriminatory outcome.
In response to the state revisions, including in Virginia, a new
subspecialty of criminal law took shape. Bonnie, currently the
Harrison Foundation Professor of Medicine and Law and director of the Institute of Law, Psychiatry and Public Policy at UVA,
suddenly became recognized as a leading expert, taking on death
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row cases after the trial attorneys completed their direct appeals.
He hadn’t aspired to be a capital defense advocate. His only
prior litigation experience was supervising an appellate litigation clinic at the Law School, from 1969 to 1970, before briefly
serving in the military in Washington. His scholarship in capital
post-conviction litigation developed after he returned to the Law
School in 1973. It was then that he began a collaboration with
Professors Peter Low ’63 and John C. Jeffries Jr. ’73 on the casebook “Criminal Law,” which has been in publication for 45 years.
“There are two types of professors who teach criminal law,”
Low told him. “Those who are really interested in the insanity
defense and the death penalty, and others who aren’t so interested.”
Bonnie added, “He wasn’t that interested in it, but of course
I was.”
Bonnie’s scholarship would provide casebook material on
the death penalty jurisprudence that was developing. His research also helped establish a pathbreaking law and psychiatry
program in the Schools of Law and Medicine. This early effort
included the Forensic Psychiatry Clinic, which conducted forensic evaluations of the early wave of capital defendants under
Virginia’s new capital sentencing statute. The law took effect in
July 1977, a year after the Supreme Court reinstated the death
penalty. Professor Elizabeth Scott ’77 directed the clinic.
The new capital sentencing statute embraced a form of guided
judicial discretion that “more or less invited psychiatric testimony,” Bonnie noted.

UVA LAW ARCHIVES

By Eric Williamson

“There weren’t that many people who were paying attention, frankly, to the issues that were likely to arise under this
new generation of statutes,” he said. “My attention suddenly
became completely redirected toward the administration of
the death penalty and psychiatric testimony in criminal cases.
All these forces swallowed up my career in this amazingly short
period of time.”
His first death row client was Michael Marnell Smith, who
was convicted in 1977 in a rape-murder case from earlier that
year. After the state Supreme Court affirmed the conviction and
death sentence, trial counsel referred the case to Bonnie, who
partnered on this case, and future ones, with a young Charlottesville-based attorney, Lloyd Snook, who was an associate at
the law firm of attorney John Lowe ’67. Their post-conviction
appeals in both state and federal court were unsuccessful.
Smith’s death sentence was ultimately upheld by the U.S.
Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision. Although the dissent agreed
with Bonnie’s argument that the psychiatric testimony violated Smith’s Fifth Amendment rights, the majority ruled that
Smith’s trial lawyer had forfeited the claim by neglecting to
raise the issue in the Virginia Supreme Court, which Bonnie
had advised him to do.
“This ‘freakishness’ of the legal process is one of the factors
that ultimately doomed the death penalty,” Bonnie said. “Should
whether or not a defendant is executed turn on an attorney’s unintended failure to raise
a meritorious claim on
appeal—even though he
raised it at trial and even
though an amicus party
brought it to the attention of the state Supreme
Court?”
Smith became the
fifth person executed
under the new statute.
But his case and the
others that Bonnie litigated called attention to
❱ Richard Bonnie’s client
the many ways in which
Joseph Giarrantano ultimately
became an advocate for prisoners
capital cases must be
on death row.
subject to more stringent rules than ordinary criminal cases. Each of the two aggravating circumstances that provided a necessary predicate for a
death sentence under state law are problematic, Bonnie noted.
“The state had to prove, essentially, that this person was too
dangerous to be allowed to live anymore,” he said, or that the
particular offense was so “unwantonly vile, horrible or inhuman”
that it demands the “ultimate” punishment.
“So what does that mean? Our argument was that neither
finding provides an adequate constitutional basis for the death
penalty,” Bonnie said. “What is ‘dangerousness’ if you have proper
prison security during a mandatory life sentence?”
Two other clients Bonnie represented—one beginning on direct
appeal followed by habeas proceedings (Alton Waye) and another
through habeas proceedings (Morris Mason)—were also put to
death. A fourth, Joseph Giarratano, would have a different fate.

Giarratano was convicted of killing a woman and her 15-yearold daughter, allegedly during a drug blackout in 1979. He wanted
to die—so much so that he thwarted his trial counsel’s attempts to
save him. After a perfunctory direct appeal to the state Supreme
Court, Giarratano declined to allow his lawyer to challenge his
death sentence.
“He wasn’t filing his appeals, and the state set a date for the execution,” Bonnie said. “I went to see Joe on death row. Basically,
I got him to give us some time, to think about it some more, and
promised to ensure that he was hospitalized for psychiatric treatment, because he was hearing voices telling him to kill himself.”
Giarratano told his lawyers they could file a habeas petition
on his behalf.
“Even if he had declined to authorize us to do so, I was prepared to file a ‘next friend’ petition seeking judicial consideration of his competence to waive his right to seek post-conviction review of his death sentence,” Bonnie said.
The move kept Giarratano alive. Attorneys later presented
evidence that he might not have committed the crime. Gov. L.
Douglas Wilder ultimately commuted Giarratano’s death sentence three days before his execution date. He was granted
parole in 2017.
After ending his “brief and frustrating career as a capital litigator,” Bonnie continued to consult with lawyers representing
capital defendants, not only about legal issues but also about
the unique ethical dilemmas faced by capital defense lawyers.
Bonnie reflected on the fact that so many lives during the 1970s
and ’80s had been entrusted to junior attorneys.
“There were single early-career lawyers being appointed to
be counsel in these capital trials where there should have been
more senior people appointed,” he said. “When we were starting there was no compensation at all for habeas litigation. The
quality of trial representation did get better over a period of time,
but it took a couple of decades.”
Giarratano himself aided the cause of post-conviction defense.
He became something of a constitutional scholar while in prison,
filing a class action in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, arguing that indigent prisoners on death row
deserve state-sponsored help with post-conviction appeals.
He won his case in 1989. While the U.S. Supreme Court later
held that there is no such right for indigents, Giarratano’s advocacy helped set other wheels in motion.
A joint Virginia General Assembly subcommittee looked into
the problem, and in 1989 recommended that the Virginia Bar
Association explore the possible creation of a capital resource
center, which would help death row prisoners secure competent
counsel and provide education to attorneys about capital litigation.
The Virginia Capital Representation Resource Center officially formed in 1992 with the help of federal funding. Bonnie
dropped his litigation work by the mid-1990s, which is when
another alum, the center’s long-serving director, Rob Lee ’92,
began to practice.
Bonnie, Lee and other observers have cited the rise in competency among advocates in the space, the decline in violent crime
that began in the 1990s and a disinterest among the public for
eye-for-an-eye justice as factors that resulted in the death penalty’s demise.
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Professor Jon Cannon,
Former EPA Official, Retires
JONATHAN Z. CANNON, an influential academic voice in envi-

JESÚS PINO

ronmental law and a former general counsel for the Environmental Protection Agency whose legal memo set the first U.S.
Supreme Court decision on climate change into motion, will
retire from teaching after the semester ends in May.
He exits as the Blaine T. Phillips Distinguished Professor
of Environmental Law and the inaugural director of the Law
School’s Program in Law, Communities and the Environment.
He reflected on his career from the attic office of his home
in Earlysville, Virginia. Only two small triangular windows
are there to remind him that, instead of working on a paper,
for example, he could be spending time outdoors. He’s an avid
hiker, biker and runner.
“I’ve always liked to be outdoors,” he said. “I’ve found
release there, enjoyment, just pleasure. It’s a very childish
pleasure in a way.”
Cannon hasn’t always been an academic. At the start of his
career, he was a regulatory lawyer and litigator with the environmental firm now known as Beveridge & Diamond. He
was hired by co-founder William Ruckleshaus, the first administrator of the EPA, who was a highly respected figure
in the field and boasted the added distinction of having been
fired in the infamous “Saturday Night Massacre” of the Nixon
administration.
“I was the first full-time associate to show up at that firm,”
Cannon said. “It was an environmental law practice, but not a
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Leaving His
Environment
a Better
Place
By Eric Williamson

practice in which the primary focus was saving the environment.”
Eleven years later, though, he got his chance to do just that
by joining the EPA.
Becoming, in his words, a “utility player” capable of taking
on different roles at the agency, he held several senior management positions as a career official under Presidents Ronald
Reagan and George H.W. Bush, before his political appointment as general counsel in the Clinton administration.
During that service, from 1995 to 1998, Cannon wrote the
six-page legal memo on which the Supreme Court case Massachusetts v. EPA hinged. The head of the EPA at the time,
Carol Browner, asserted before Congress that the EPA had
the power to regulate greenhouse emissions. Cannon backed
up her assertion in his memo: If the agency were to determine endangerment to Americans under the Clean Air Act,
because of the act’s broad definition of a pollutant, the EPA
could legally regulate carbon dioxide emitted from cars and
industry, among other sources.
The forces in opposition to regulation were strong, however.
A 2006 television commercial from a lobbying group attempted
to spin carbon dioxide as a win-win for the environment, with
the tag line, “They call it pollution. We call it life.”
“And you know pretty much who the ‘we’ and ‘they’ are
in that, right?” Cannon said in a May 2007 Law School talk.
“I was the ‘they.’”
That year, the Supreme Court in the Massachusetts case afSpring 2021 | UVA LAW Y ER
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“I love teaching, and the connection
with young people coming into the field.”
JESÚS PINO

—Jonathan Z. Cannon

firmed that the EPA has the legal authority to establish and
enforce climate policy—and specifically to regulate emissions
of greenhouse gases.
“Stunning,” Georgetown law professor Richard Lazarus
wrote as his first word on the ruling for his article “A Breathtaking Result for Greens” in The Environmental Forum.
The case led to new, tougher auto emission standards
adopted by the Obama administration.
The Law School invited Cannon to serve as a visiting professor for a year following his service as general counsel, and
hired him full-time before the year was out, in 1998.
For more than a dozen years before his full-time appointment, Cannon had served as an adjunct professor at the Law
School. He chose UVA not only because of its reputation for
excellence and collegiality, he said, but also for its surrounding outdoor environments, the Piedmont and the Blue Ridge.
“I would come down on Friday afternoons and teach again
on Saturday mornings and then go into the mountains and
hike, and sometimes [my wife] Alice and the kids would
come,” he said.
Over time, he learned to appreciate how the community
allowed professors and students to focus on education with
minimal distractions—a testament, in his view, to how the
school is managed. He launched the school’s first Program
in Environmental and Land Use Law soon after he arrived.
Given his variety of experiences, does he think of himself as
a public servant, an environmental lawyer or a law professor?
“I think of myself as a teacher,” he said. “People call me ‘professor,’ and it still seems a little strange. I think of myself as
a teacher who writes in the environmental law field but still
has connections to the worlds of practice and policy. I try to
keep in touch with all of those areas. I’m not a scholar in the
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way that someone who has devoted their life to that work is
a scholar, but grateful to have had the time to reflect on my
chosen field and contribute my thoughts.”
Cannon has taught courses such as Environmental Law,
Climate Change Law and Policy, and Land Use Law at UVA,
while also juggling his scholarship and volunteer roles, including memberships on the board of directors of the Environmental Law Institute and the Advisory Board of the Policy
Integrity Institute.
“As far as teaching goes, I’m getting as much benefit out of
it as I’m giving,” he said. “It’s work, but it’s enjoyable work. I
love teaching and the connection with young people coming
into the field.”
Among his former pupils is Professor Cale Jaffe ’01, who
went on to lead the Virginia office of the Southern Environmental Law Center before returning to the Law School to
teach and run its environmental law clinic.
“I first came to know Jon Cannon in the fall of 1998, when I
was a first-year law student looking into summer job opportunities,” Jaffe said. “I remember being incredibly nervous about
approaching him. But my nervousness quickly melted away
during our first meeting. For someone with such a prominent
reputation on national environmental policy, he was remarkably easygoing and approachable.”
Jaffe ended up working as a research assistant to Cannon,
who has remained a mentor.
“There wasn’t a career or clerkship-related decision I
made without first seeking his advice,” Jaffe said. “I continue to seek Jon’s counsel not just because of his incredible legal acumen, but because he is such a kind, earnest and
charitable person.”
Cannon’s work has spanned multiple scales. He has been

among the voices who have pushed over the years for government action on climate change at all levels, including through
his work with the National Academy of Sciences. He has taught
and written widely on federal environmental regulation, but
more recently, his focus has shifted to the local.
“I’ve come to appreciate how much the work of environmental protection is specific to local landscapes and particular places,” he said.
With that recognition, Cannon helped create a new program
housed at the Law School to examine, and hopefully help solve,
community-level environmental dilemmas. The Program in
Law, Communities and the Environment, or PLACE, not only
represents the courses and activities of the former environmental and land use law program he started, but it adds new
dimensions. Funded in part by the Henry L. & Grace Doherty
Charitable Foundation, PLACE targets resources toward
teaching and interdisciplinary research on questions of environmental law and social justice as they relate to diverse
communities and places across the globe.
It’s no coincidence that the word “place” doubles as a synonym
for community. Cannon has worked hard to build that sense
of shared purpose and belonging over time.
Sarah Buckley ’14, a trial attorney with the U.S. Department
of Justice’s environmental and natural resources division, is
among former students who noted the connection.
“Professor Cannon was instrumental in setting me on a path
to an environmental law practice,” Buckley said. “He created
a community for students interested in the field and always
had an open door for both students and visiting alumni. I’m
so grateful to have had the benefit of his mentorship and hope
the new stewards of the environmental law program at UVA
continue his legacy.”

JULIA DAVIS

❱ Cannon
worked with EPA
Administrator
Carol Browner,
who famously told
Congress the agency
had the authority to
regulate greenhouse
gases (pictured in
Browner’s office
in 1994).

Cannon is the author of the book “Environment in the Balance: The Green
Movement and the Supreme Court.” He
also co-authored the book “Reclaiming
the Land: Rethinking Superfund Institutions, Methods and Practices” with
former student Gregg P. Macey ’06.
Among the projects he’ll be working
on in his retirement is “a memoir of
place” that no doubt will include his
time at the University.
“I think the Law School is a wonderful institution, and I’ve been in private
practice and government service,”
Cannon said. “The Law School is the
most supportive, humane and productive environment.”
Cannon’s path to law and the Law
School was influenced by his father, a
geologist and mining engineer, as well
❱ Cannon talks
as his stepfather, a chief justice on the
with students
during a field trip
Maryland Court of Appeals.
to Morven Farm in
2017 for a class
“He was a model for me, and kind of
on conservation
planning and
embodied
the law in a way,” Cannon said.
the law.
Cannon’s mother, an avid gardener,
also chose a fateful middle name for her son, as a way of
keeping a family name alive: “Zenas.” The name originates in
the Bible. Zenas the Lawyer was “a bit player,” Cannon said,
mentioned once in the
book of Titus.
Cannon said those
influences, and a community cleanup of the
Potomac River he took
part in in Hagerstown,
Maryland, in 1970, on
the first Earth Day, all
led him to study environmental law.
“I was moved by the
showing of broad popular
support for the environment,” he explained.
“That was an important
moment. Earth Day demonstrated to people who
privately nurtured concerns about the environment that lots of others
❱ Published by Harvard University Press,
Cannon’s book examining the U.S. Supreme
shared those concerns
Court’s role in environmental policy offers
insights on why the environmental movement
and there was the potenhas fallen short of its goals.
tial for effective action.”
Cannon attended the University of Pennsylvania Law School,
then clerked for Judge David L. Bazelon of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
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A Virginia Law
Women Founder
Looks Back 50
Years Later

❱ Mary Jane McFadden, who
served as president of Virginia
Law Women, is pictured in
October 1973.

By Eric Williamson

student body was “very low”—6.7% of the total law student
population as of fall 1970. Yet women had been a presence at
UVA Law since 1920, when three—Elizabeth Tompkins ’23,
Rose May Davis and Catherine Lipop—became the first to
study law on Grounds.
Five decades later, in 1971, there were only 25 women in
the class of 1974.
“And that was pretty typical of all of the major law schools—
I’m talking every top 10 law school admitted only about 20
women in every class, and we’re talking Harvard, we’re talking
Yale, we’re talking Georgetown, all the major schools,” McFadden said. “So it’s very clear that they had de facto admissions
limits on women students.”
Before she arrived, McFadden mailed letters to the female
law student body, including incoming members of her class.
She asked them if they wanted to organize to promote their
shared interests as women.
“This was before word processors, and I’m a terrible typist,”
she said. “So this was like, a two-week project to write, to type
52 letters. I probably used three bottles of Wite-Out, I’m sure.”
She received two responses back: one note, one phone call.
The students advised her that drawing attention would make
❱ Members of Virginia Law Women
in 1981-82 included (front row)
Ellen Distelheim ’82,
Liza S. Forshaw ’82 and
Sarah A. Stone ’82;
and (back row) Barbara J.
LaVerdi ’82 and Elaine
Claar Campbell ’82.
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Making Room
for Women

A MEETING IN THE LAW SCHOOL’S TINY BASEMENT WOMEN’S LOUNGE

50 years ago helped make space for more women at the Law
School.
Mary Jane McFadden ’74—an Ohioan who would go on
to become an assistant U.S. attorney and, later, co-founder
of the firm McFadden, Winner & Savage—had come to UVA
from Ohio State University, where she had some experience
wrangling with authority. When her university and others
shut down following the Kent State massacre, McFadden was
among the students who negotiated terms for reopening. On
her way to law school, she anticipated having to negotiate again.
In an interview conducted by the UVA Law Library for its
Women’s Oral History Project, she explained that she chose
UVA because of its reputation and inviting setting, at least
visually. She had checked out the Department of Education statistics, so she knew the number of women in the law

their lives harder. The court-ordered admission of women
at the undergraduate level had just begun at UVA. McFadden recalled a man spitting at her feet as she walked across
Grounds her first week, perhaps assuming she was among
the new wave of coeds.
Not to be deterred, however, McFadden kept the conversation going at the Law School, which was then located at Clark
Hall on main Grounds. But finding an opportune space to
approach other women at the Law School proved challenging.
Fortunately, there was one place women could gather without
fear of male judgment.
The women’s restroom and lounge area, located in the basement, was perhaps the only place in the building where women
could congregate and speak freely—a fact the Virginia Law
Weekly acknowledged in a 1962 article reporting on lounge
renovations. In contrast, the ground-floor student lounge
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Your Legal
Rights as a
Woman: A
Handbook for
Virginians
WITHOUT aware-

ness, what good is
having or not having a legal right?
That reasoning
was the impetus
for “Your Legal

Rights as a Woman: A Handbook
for Virginians,”
which Virginia
Law Women first
published in 1977.
Jackie Blyn ’79,

Joan Kuriansky ’77,
Diane Pitts ’78,
Susan Buckingham
Reilly ’78, Diane
Smock ’79, and
Tracy Thompson ’79
researched and
wrote the influential booklet,
focused on
recently passed
laws that worked
in women’s favor,
as well as ones that
did not.
Kuriansky, in an
interview last year
with Veteran Feminists of America,

said their investigation of the law
brought women’s
lesser legal status
to the fore.
“What shocked
me was how little
rights women really had and the
continuing issue
of women being
treated like property,” she said.
Over the years,
the UVA Law
Library has collected voluminous
materials on Virginia Law Women,

including the public’s response to
“Your Legal Rights
as a Woman.”
“In the VLW
manuscript
collection here
at Law Special
Collections, one
folder brims with
requests for the
handbook at the
time of its publication,” Kelly Fleming, a curatorial
assistant at the Arthur J. Morris Law
Library, writes
for the library’s

❱ The “Your Legal Rights as a Woman” handbook authors
included Diane Pitts ’78, Tracy Thompson ’79,
Diane Smock ’79 and Jackie Blyn ’79; not pictured are Joan
Kuriansky ’77 and Susan Buckingham Reilly ’78.

MoreUs blog.
“Dozens of
women who
read about the
handbook in the
newspaper wrote
and asked for
copies. Several
stated that they
planned on using
the handbook to
help them through
their divorces. One
high schooler even
asked for the handbook as research
for a paper on
the [Equal Rights
Amendment]. The

group received
requests from
rape crisis centers,
women’s prison
projects, libraries,
law schools, the
American Association of University
Women (AAUW),
the ABA, the National Organization
of Women (NOW),
the Women’s Law
Coalition and
Legal Aid.”
VLW revised
the booklet in 1979
and 1984 to reflect
updates in the law.

Picturing a
More Equitable
Environment
WHILE the contri-

butions of Virginia
Law Women over
the years are too
numerous to cover
in one issue, the

following images
illustrate some
of the ways the
group has helped
improve equity
and equality.

❱ Linda G. Howard ’73 moderated a discussion on “Women in Law” for the John B. Minor Pre-Legal Society. The
panelists were Ellen A. Bass ’73, Margaret A. Wilson, Howard, Freda L. Mandl and Catherine B. Tackney.

❱ Students, led by members of Virginia Law Women, had a serious talk with Dean Monrad Paulsen in the spring of
1972 about the representation of women at the Law School, including the lack of a tenure-track law professor. Professor
Lillian (Altree) BeVier joined the faculty the following year and became tenured soon after.

❱ After the Law School moved into its new building on North Grounds, there was a problem. The number of
women’s rooms didn’t serve the growing number of female students. Some of the men’s rooms had to be converted,
but to avoid retiling, the urinals were left in place. Virginia Law Women in 1984 wanted to make it clear that women
were there to stay by putting potted plants in the urinals, and by making a ceremony out of their care.

❱ In 1985, Virginia Law Women hosted a reception for new
members at Professor Lillian R. BeVier’s home.

denied female students entrance “as effectively as would
written law,” the newspaper wrote of the boys’ club atmosphere. Law Librarian Frances Farmer (and for many years
the only female faculty member) had supervised renovations
to the women’s space, splitting the lounge portion, and its one
window, into staff and student sections. Adjacent to the janitorial office, the renovation was a “common meeting ground
for all strata of Law School womankind,” the article stated.
It was there that McFadden first met Diane Hermann ’72,
beginning a long friendship that would last until Hermann’s
untimely death in 2006.
“There was one women’s restroom, it was in the basement,
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❱ Amid a historical debate among Virginia Law Women,
which for a few years avoided the word “feminist” in order
to attract a broader membership, the late 1980s and the
early 1990s marked a shift back to embracing the term.
Patricia Ireland, president of the National Organization
of Women, presented a lecture titled “The Holy War on
Women - Theocracy in the Twentieth Century” at the Law
School in 1991.

❱ New professors Mildred Ravenell (now Robinson), left, and Julie Roin,
right, with an unidentified student, received Jefferson cups during a welcome
from the Virginia Law Women in November 1985 at the Ivy Inn.

which meant that if you needed to use the ladies’ room between classes, you’d better hustle,” McFadden said. “And it
did have a little anteroom off to the side, which had a little
sofa in it, and a chair to sit in. And one day, my first week in
law school, I was sitting in that—on the sofa in the little ladies’
room—and this woman with a big grin walks up to me and
introduces herself as Dee Hermann. And I told her who I
was, and she looked at me and she says, ‘Holy s---.’ She said,
‘You’re the woman that p----- off half the Law School before
you even got here.’
“Now, I ask you, how many women do you meet in your life
that make you laugh out loud within the first two minutes

of meeting them?”
Hermann hadn’t received McFadden’s letter. She had been
staying in Charlottesville over the summer, and not at her
home address on file. But having been arrested in anti-war
protests while at Stanford, she was down to join what she
viewed as a righteous cause.
Now there were two. Technically, McFadden noted in her
oral history, that was enough to form a group.
Dean Monrad Paulsen approved their request for formation without pushback. (Requests after the group was up and
running, such as asking that a female student be allowed to
advise the faculty hiring committee, did not always go as

smoothly.) Paulsen, “oddly enough, was delighted at the idea of
having a women law students’ organization,” McFadden said.
At their first meeting, believed to have been Oct. 6, 1971,
10 women decided it was time to make their voices heard.
Other co-founders were Elizabeth Trimble ’73, the group’s
first president and a future assistant U.S. attorney in Baltimore and assistant attorney general in Maryland; and Ellen
Bass Brantley ’73, the group’s first vice president and a future
Arkansas circuit judge.
Hermann proposed at the meeting naming the group the
Benevolent Association of Lady Law Students.
“It sounded benign until folks realized the acronym,”
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UVA LAW SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

FACULTY NEWS

❱ In the late 1980s, Virginia Law Women initiated the idea for what would become the
Journal of Social Policy and Law, first published in 1991. Pictured, Trish Cooper ’95 and
Dawn Henry ’95 greet participants attending the first National Women Law Students
Association conference in February 1994, sponsored with the journal.

❱ Virginia Law Women sold “make love not
law review” T-shirts in the early 1980s.

❱ Pictured here in 2019, Virginia Law Women today hosts multiple events each year,
often in association with other student organizations, on issues related to women,
or equality and equity more generally.

according to her obituary in the San Francisco Chronicle.
Hermann would go on from law school to work in the San
Francisco City Attorney’s Office for more than two decades.
In that office, she earned the nickname “killer” for her persistence on cases, and rose to head of code enforcement.
The women agreed on a more serious name for the group,
Virginia Law Women, and established their goals: to address discrimination in admissions, faculty hiring and job
recruiting on Grounds.
That spring, the Law School set new standards for how
employers conducted job interviews, began to root out discriminatory firms, and added a new course on women and
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❱ In the fall of 1974,
working with the UVA
Law Placement Office to
address sex discrimination
in the hiring process,
members of Virginia Law
Women researched the

careers of all alumnae
and sent out surveys
to living alumnae. The
results showed how active
alumnae were in the legal
profession. Of the more
recent graduates, 98%
worked outside the home,
countering discriminatory
perceptions that women
were mostly dedicated to
home life. The Placement
Office incorporated the
statistics into a white paper

titled “Women in the Legal
Profession – A Discussion
of Hiring Process.” The
paper was given to
interviewing firms and
outlined the Law School’s
commitment the enforcing
Title IX.
PICTURED ABOVE

VLW members in 1975:
Dolores H. Dabney ’77,
Deborah S. Ryan ’77 and
Linda J. McKay ’75.

the law, though it was taught by men. The following school
year, 1972-73, the incoming class included 41 women. In 1973,
the Law School’s first female tenure-track professor, Lillian
R. BeVier, was hired and began teaching. McFadden said
the changes were in large part a result of the group’s efforts.
“And so I guess we did accomplish something that [first]
year, even though it was very incremental,” she said.
Today, women comprise 52% of the Class of 2023, which
began their studies in the fall.
—With research from the UVA Law
Special Collections Department

❱ Professor
A. E. Dick Howard ’61
speaks in Falls Church
in 1969 at an open forum
about revising Virginia’s
Constitution.

UVA LAW ARCHIVES

Women
at Work
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CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE-MAKER
50 Years Later, Professor A. E. Dick Howard ’61 Reflects
on Leading Virginia Constitution’s Revision

When Virginia lawmakers wanted to overhaul the state’s Jim Crow-era constitution 50 years ago,
Professor A. E. DICK HOWARD ’61 answered the call.
He served as executive director of the Commission on Constitutional Revision and directed the successful referendum campaign for the new constitution’s ratification, which took effect in 1971.
Howard talked to UVA Lawyer about what spurred the constitution’s revision and how it took shape.

WHY DID VIRGINIA’S LEADERS DECIDE THAT THE CONSTITUTION SHOULD BE REVISED?
The need for revision had its roots in the Civil War and Reconstruction period. After the Civil War,
each former Confederate state, to be readmitted to the Union, had to write a new state constitution.
Virginia’s 1870 constitution was a progressive document but one which conservative Virginians resented as having been imposed on them.
When Reconstruction ended, each of the
Southern states, including Virginia, set out
to scrap the postwar constitutions.
Virginia’s post-Reconstruction convention met in 1901-02. The delegates at that
convention acted to make white supremacy
the core object of Virginia’s constitution.
To that end, they set out to disenfranchise
as many Black Virginians as they possibly
could. They employed such devices as the
poll tax and complicated registration requirements. The result was excising most
Black voters (and many poor white voters as
well) from the rolls.
Fast forward to the 1960s. That turbulent decade saw the assassination of John F.
Kennedy, ROBERT F. KENNEDY ’51 and Martin
Luther King Jr. It saw protests and destruction in major American cities. Moreover, major legal changes were afoot. The
Supreme Court decreed one person, one
vote in the drawing of legislative districts.
Congress enacted the Voting Rights Act of
1965, coverage of which included Virginia.
Virginia itself was changing. Largely
rural in 1902, Virginia was fast urbanizing. Long in the grip of the Byrd Machine [the rural political
machine led by former governor and U.S. Senator Harry F. Byrd, a conservative Democrat], Virginia
was becoming a two-party state. The poll tax had been declared unconstitutional. Massive resistance
to school desegregation had brought a Supreme Court decision ordering Prince Edward County to
reopen its schools. The constitutional shoe cobbled in 1902 clearly no longer fit the commonwealth.

HOW DID VIRGINIA GO ABOUT REVISING THE CONSTITUTION?
In 1968, Governor Mills E. Godwin Jr. called on the General Assembly to provide for the creation of
a Commission on Constitutional Revision. That commission included some remarkable members.
Among them were Lewis F. Powell Jr., later to sit on the U.S. Supreme Court; Virginia’s leading civil
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rights attorney, Oliver Hill; former Governor Colgate
Darden; and the Law School’s dean, HARDY C. DILLARD ’27.
They called on me to serve as their executive director, to
assist in the drafting process.
The commission presented its report to the General
Assembly in January 1969. I served as counsel to the
General Assembly during the special session in 1969 and
at the regular session in 1970. After the legislators had
made further revisions to the commission’s draft, the
proposed constitution went on the ballot in November
1970. Governor Linwood Holton asked me to direct the
referendum campaign. Democrats, Republicans and Byrd
independents aided in the campaign. The new constitution was adopted by a vote of 72%.

WHAT WERE THE NEW CONSTITUTION’S GOALS? WHAT
ARE SOME OF ITS ACHIEVEMENTS?
The members of the revision commission set out to repudiate the racist assumptions that tainted the 1902 constitution. Looking to the future, the revisers were especially concerned to place public education on a sound and
progressive footing. The new constitution mandates the
General Assembly to provide for a public school system
for every school-age Virginian. Localities are under a
constitutional mandate to provide their share of school
funding under a formula to be crafted by the General Assembly—no more Prince Edward counties [the county
closed public schools for five years and diverted funds to
a white private school]. The Board of Education is tasked
with devising Standards of Quality, with the General Assembly having final authority. Drawing on Thomas Jefferson’s Bill for the More General Diffusion of Knowledge, the revisers put education in Virginia’s Bill of
Rights, alongside familiar rights such as freedom of religion and of expression.
Other important provisions include the right to be free
from government discrimination on the basis of race,
color, national origin or sex. The constitution has an
article on environmental quality, a subject not addressed
in the 1902 constitution. The General Assembly now
meets in annual sessions; the previous constitution had
called for biennial meetings.
More generally, the 1971 constitution is more responsive to the needs of modern society than was its predecessor. Not only was the 1902 constitution hobbled by its
racist origins, it was drafted during a time when state
constitutions tended to excessive length and detail. Many
of their provisions belonged in the statute books, not in a
constitution. Virginia’s 1971 constitution is about half the
length of that drafted in 1902.
—Mike Fox

KENNETH S. ABRAHAM

presented two papers
at online events: “The
Nature of Municipal
Liability Insurance if
Qualified Immunity
Is Repealed” at a University of Texas School
of Law symposium on
“Race and Policing” on
Feb. 18, and “The Underappreciated Risk of
a Cyber Insurance Catastrophe” at a conference on “The Role of
Law and Government
in Cyber Insurance
Markets” hosted by the
University of Connecticut School of Law on
March 12. He published
the seventh edition of
“Insurance Law and
Regulation: Cases and
Materials” (co-authored
with Daniel Schwarcz),
the article “Insurance”
in “The Oxford Handbook of the New Private
Law,” and “Conceptualizing Tort Law:
The Continuous (and
Continuing) Struggle” (co-authored with
G. EDWARD WHITE) in the
Maryland Law Review.
In addition, the University of Virginia Press
has accepted for publication a book he coauthored with White,
“Tort Law and the Construction of Change:
Studies in the Inevitability of History.”

ANDREW BLOCK spent

the majority of the fall
semester launching the
new State and Local
Government Policy
Clinic. During the
fall, students worked
in teams of two and
had executive branch
as well as legislative
branch clients (see p. 24).
Students wrote research and policy

memos for their executive branch clients,
and also played a substantial role in writing
the final report to Gov.
Ralph Northam from
the Commission to
Examine Racial Inequity in Virginia Law (see
p. 13). In addition, each
team of two students
worked with a member
of the Virginia General
Assembly. The students worked with these
clients on all aspects of
legislative development,
from researching potential strategies to address
the problems that their
clients identified, to presenting their research
findings to the legislators to help identify the
best path, to meeting
with stakeholders to
get input and feedback
on their ideas, and then
helping draft the actual
legislation.
Once the bills were
crafted, students developed supporting
documents, including
one-pagers and press
materials; met with additional stakeholders
and bill opponents, as
necessary, to identify
potential areas of compromise; drafted potential amendments
to their bills and, once
the legislative session
started, testified before
legislative committees.
The students’ legislation
covers a range of topics,
including the following:
improving access to unemployment insurance
benefits; creating procedural protections for the
many people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and
serious mental illness,
in Virginia’s criminal
justice system; piloting a new approach to
septic systems in areas
of coastal flooding to
address ongoing sealevel rise; amending
the Virginia Constitution to protect the right
to vote for people with
felony convictions; and
reforming Virginia’s approach to standardized
testing for elementary
school children. Block
and his students also
planned to take on local
government clients

during the spring
semester.

Over the past several
years, RICHARD J.
BONNIE ’69 and the
faculty of the Institute of Law, Psychiatry and Public Policy
have conducted a series
of seminars on mental
health law reform, assisting legislative and
stakeholder work
groups focusing on key
issues, including emergency services, mandatory outpatient treatment and diversion of
people with mental
illness from the criminal justice system. Legislation developed by
the ILPPP was enacted
during the 2021 session
of the Virginia General
Assembly, including
a major overhaul of
the statutes governing
mandatory outpatient
treatment proposed by
an ILPPP work group
chaired by Bonnie after
a three-year effort. In
addition, the General
Assembly directed state
criminal justice agencies and health agencies
to develop a plan for
linking data from all of
the agencies, and then
de-identify it, thereby
allowing policy-related
outcomes to be monitored and quantified
in both domains. This
“relational database”
would include criminal arrests and dispositions as well as mental
hospitalizations and
firearm removal orders.
Bonnie and the ILPPP
staff are also working
with the American Bar
Association’s Commission on Aging and specialty organizations in
neurology and psychiatry to develop a policy
report on involvement
of people with dementia in the criminal justice system. The
grant is funded by the
Retirement Research
Foundation.
Bonnie completed
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the second edition of
“Public Health Law
and Ethics” (with
RUTH GAARE-BERNHEIM ’80)

as well as the fourth
edition of “The Trial
of John W. Hinckley,
Jr. – A Case Study in
the Insanity Defense”
(with PETER LOW ’63 and
JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73).
This final edition includes the opinion by
U.S. District Judge
Paul Friedman granting Hinckley a conditional release after 34
years of confinement
at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital following his acquittal in March 1982
by reason of insanity
for the attempted assassination of President
Ronald Reagan.

CITRON CONTRIBUTES TO
SECTION 230 REFORM LEGISLATION
Professor DANIELLE K. CITRON has been working to stamp out how internet
companies profit from destructive activity—like so-called “revenge porn” or
cyberstalking—for more than a decade.
Citron is now advising lawmakers on how to reform Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act of 1996, which has been used as a shield for internet
companies who might otherwise face legal liability for user content.
Section 230 was designed to offer leeway to internet companies to regulate
themselves and take down offensive content, but it also has shielded them from
civil liability for content published by users. For example, Facebook can either
allow (and theoretically profit from) posts purveying false or offensive information, or it can block them. On the extreme end, revenge porn websites face no real
repercussions for profiting from abusive content.
“The problem, by my lights, is how the legal shield operates as to under-filtering/blocking—when platforms do too little moderating, or worse,” Citron said.
“What Section 230 gets wrong is the provision dealing with when providers fail to
address illegality, and worse, encourage illegality. Right now, the provision dealing
with under-filtering is not conditioned on anything at all. It is a free pass, so sites
can encourage illegality and make money off it and still enjoy the immunity. That
is why so-called revenge porn sites are thriving, earning ad revenue from likes,
clicks, and shares of eager and growing audiences.”
Citron recently contributed to a bill proposed by U.S. Sens. Mark Warner, Mazie
Hirano and Amy Klobuchar, called the SAFE TECH Act. Among the bill’s provisions, online platforms would no longer be able to claim Section 230 immunity for
alleged violations of federal or state civil rights laws, antitrust laws, cyberstalking
laws, human rights laws or civil actions regarding a wrongful death.
The scholar, who serves as vice president of the Cyber Civil Rights Initiative,
a nonprofit devoted to fighting for civil rights and liberties in the digital age, first
called for reform in 2008. Now, calls for change have become more widespread.
“After the 2016 election, it became clear that social media platforms were
not doing a good-enough job dealing with destructive disinformation and hate
speech—much of that involved legally protected speech, but still was bad for democracy and society,” she said. “Congressional staff started to reach out to talk
about my proposals.”
After testifying before Congress in 2019, she began working in earnest with
staffers to address the problem of under-filtering, including with Warner’s lead
adviser on technology and cybersecurity policy, RAFI MARTINA ’10.
Citron, the Jefferson Scholars Foundation Schenck Distinguished Professor in
Law at UVA, writes and teaches about privacy, free expression and civil rights. In
2019 she was named a MacArthur Fellow based on her work on cyberstalking and
intimate privacy.
—Mary Wood
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An article by DARRYL
K. BROWN ’90 based on
his Barrock Lecture
on Criminal Law at
Marquette University
School of Law, titled
“Factually Baseless
Enforcement of
Criminal Law Is Okay.
Full Enforcement is
Not,” will be published
in the Marquette Law
Review. A shorter,
magazine-style version
of the lecture, “Can
Prosecutors Temper
the Criminal Code by
Bringing Factually
Baseless Charges and
Charging Nonexistent
Crimes?,” appeared in
the fall 2020 issue of
the Marquette Lawyer
magazine.
He also published
the book chapter
“Disclosure, Security
and Costs: Information
Access Before
Criminal Trials,” in
the “Oxford Handbook
on Prosecutors
and Prosecution”;
“Does it Matter Who
Objects? Rethinking
Responsibility for
Litigation Errors” in
the Texas Law Review;
and “Civil Peace,
Criminal Justice, and
‘No Justice No Peace’”

in the University of
Toronto Law Journal.
His Thomas Jefferson
Visiting Fellowship
at the University of
Cambridge has been
postponed until 2022.

NAOMI CAHN spoke on

three panels at the
annual meeting of the
Association of American Law Schools, including on programs
sponsored by the sections on aging, poverty
and socioeconomics. She is on the executive committee of
three sections: Aging
and the Law (immediate past chair), Family
& Juvenile Law, and
Women in Legal Education. Several of her
articles have been published in Forbes, and
her article, “Changing Demographics,
Elder Law, and Trusts
and Estates,” was recently published in
a symposium in the
ACTEC Law Journal.
She continues to serve
as the reporter for the
Uniform Law Commission’s Economic
Rights of Unmarried
Cohabitants Drafting Committee.

Eichensehr presented
“Cyberattacks, Attribution, and the Protection of Medical Facilities” at the Federmann
Cyber Security Research Center at the
Hebrew University
of Jerusalem and the
Center for Cyber Law &
Policy at the University
of Haifa in December
during virtual events.
She took over as editor
of the “Contemporary
Practice of the United
States” section of the
American Journal of
International Law. She
published “Cyberattack Attribution as Empowerment and Constraint” as part of the
Hoover Working Group
on National Security,
Technology, and Law;
and “The Law & Politics of Cyberattack Attribution” in the UCLA
Law Review. She presented the latter paper
at a virtual event sponsored by Indiana University’s Center for
Applied Cybersecurity
in August. She was a
panelist for “Preventing Harm: How Can
States Address Attacks
on Healthcare through
International Law?” for
the World Health Organization and CyberPeace Institute’s “Securing Healthcare to
Achieve Cyberpeace”
event in December.

MICHAEL GILBERT was
KRISTEN E.
EICHENSEHR’S article

“The Youngstown
Canon: Vetoed Bills
and the Separation of
Powers,” forthcoming in the Duke Law
Journal, was cited in
Sierra Club v. Trump,
a Ninth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals case
on the border wall. She
presented the article
at a Northwestern
Pritzker School of
Law virtual faculty
workshop in October.

named director of
UVA Law’s new Center
for Public Law and
Political Economy
(see p. 21). His paper
“Active Virtues,” which
he co-authored with
MAURICIO GUIM S.J.D. ’18,
was published in the
Washington University Law Review. Gilbert’s paper “Conflict
Avoidance in Constitutional Law,” which
he co-authored with
CHARLES BARZUN ’05,
was published in
the Virginia Law

Review. Along with
DEBORAH HELLMAN,
Gilbert co-leads a UVA
Democracy Initiative
called CLEAR: Corruption Lab for Ethics,
Accountability, and
the Rule of Law. In
spring 2021, Gilbert and
Hellman co-taught a
new course titled The
Law of Corruption.
Gilbert also taught a
virtual course titled
Constitutional Law and
Economics at Universidad Torcuato di Tella in
Buenos Aires.

RACHEL HARMON has
published a new casebook, “The Law of the
Police,” which introduces readers to the
history, goals and problems of policing, and
examines the law governing common police
activities, such as preventing crime, stopping traffic, use of force
and maintaining order
(see p. 63). In December, Harmon spoke on
“The New Message in
Public Outrage,” for
the inaugural panel of
Harvard Law School’s
Policing in America
series; gave a workshop on “Maintaining
Order” to the University of Chicago Public
Law workshop; gave a
talk to Charlottesville
community members
on “Understanding
Police Reform and Accountability”; and conducted a lecture and
discussion for police
officers on the law of
the police at the Center
for the Constitution at
James Madison’s Montpelier. Harmon has also
appeared on several
podcasts, including
Tyler Cowen’s “Conversations with Tyler”;
the Financial Times
podcast on the history
of police funding; and a
“Zocalo Public Square”
podcast on what society
would look like without
police. She continues

DEEKS NAMED NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
DEPUTY LEGAL ADVISER
Professor ASHLEY S. DEEKS was named White House associate counsel and
deputy legal adviser to the National Security Council in the new presidential
administration.
An expert in national security who previously served as a legal adviser to the
State Department, Deeks was among 21 new hires to the Office of the White
House Counsel that Joe Biden’s transition team announced Jan. 11.
“My administration has no greater task than restoring faith in American
government,” Biden stated in a press release. “Our White House Counsel’s Office
will be built upon a foundation of integrity and honesty.”
Deeks will take a leave of absence from the Law School while remaining on the
faculty. She joined the Law School in 2012 as an associate professor of law after
two years as an academic fellow at Columbia Law School. In 2020 she became
director of UVA Law’s National Security Law Center, a position Professor KRISTEN
EICHENSEHR has been tapped to fill (see p. 56).
Before academia, she served as the assistant legal adviser for politicalmilitary affairs in the U.S. State Department’s Office of the Legal Adviser, where
she worked on issues related to the law of armed conflict, the use of force,
conventional weapons and the legal framework for the conflict with al-Qaida.
She also provided advice on intelligence issues. In previous positions at the State
Department, Deeks advised on international law enforcement, extradition and
diplomatic property questions. In 2005, she served as the embassy legal adviser at
the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, during Iraq’s constitutional negotiations.
Deeks, the E. James Kelly, Jr.–Class of 1965 Research Professor of Law, has
been a prominent commentator on national security law issues during her time as
a professor, including as contributing editor of the Lawfare blog.
She also has been a member of the State Department’s Advisory Committee
on International Law and the American Law Institute; on the boards of editors of
the American Journal of International Law, the Journal of National Security Law
and Policy, and the Texas National Security Review; a senior fellow at the Lieber
Institute for Law and Land Warfare; and a faculty senior fellow at the Miller
Center.
Deeks received her J.D. with honors from the University of Chicago Law
School, where she was elected to the Order of the Coif and served as comment
editor on its law review. After graduation, she clerked for Judge Edward R. Becker
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.
—Eric Williamson
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EICHENSEHR NAMED HEAD
OF NATIONAL SECURITY LAW CENTER
Professor KRISTEN E. EICHENSEHR, a cybersecurity expert, has been named director of
UVA Law’s National Security Law Center.
Eichensehr, who joined the Law School in 2020, is a Martha Lubin Karsh and
Bruce A. Karsh Bicentennial Professor of Law. She writes and teaches about
cybersecurity, foreign relations and separation of powers issues.
The center helps support the academic contributions of faculty and serves as a
hub for professors and working professionals to exchange ideas, as well as create
increased opportunities
for students interested in
national security law.
“UVA Law is very
strong not just on national
security, but also in
related areas like privacy,
international law and
criminal law,” Eichensehr
said.
The center recently
hosted the 2021
Cybersecurity Speaker
Series, featuring
current and former U.S.
government officials,
in-house and outside
counsel, and academic
and civil society experts.
Eichensehr said
national security has
traditionally been the
purview of governments,
but new challenges and
technologies make it
necessary to broaden
one’s understanding of
national security players.
“It’s not just
governments and defense
contractors, but also
technology companies,
social media companies,
critical infrastructure entities and others,” she added. “Their involvement as
targets of operations as well as providers and defenders of national security raises
a host of difficult questions about how to understand their responsibilities to the
public and how to make government-private sector relationships productive,
while also protecting privacy.”
Before her academic career, Eichensehr served as a special assistant at the U.S.
State Department’s Office of the Legal Adviser in the Obama administration. She
also practiced at Covington & Burling in Washington, D.C., where she specialized
in appellate litigation, international and national security law, and cybersecurity
issues.
Eichensehr is an affiliate at the Stanford Center for International Security and
Cooperation, and an affiliate scholar at the Center for Internet and Society at
Stanford Law School. She is also editor of the American Journal of International
Law’s section on “Contemporary Practice of the United States Relating to
International Law,” and a member of the editorial boards of Just Security and the
Journal of National Security Law & Policy.
She won the 2018 Mike Lewis Prize for National Security Law Scholarship for
her article, “Courts, Congress, and the Conduct of Foreign Relations.”
In her new role at the National Security Law Center, she succeeds Professor
ASHLEY DEEKS, who is on leave from the Law School to serve as White House
associate counsel and deputy legal adviser to the National Security Council
(see p. 55).
—Mike Fox
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to serve as an associate
reporter for the American Law Institute’s
project on the principles of policing, and is
advising several efforts
to draft legislation on
police use of force and
accountability.

ANDREW HAYASHI

presented his paper
“Dynamic Property
Taxes and Racial
Gentrification” at a
virtual symposium
hosted by the Classical
Liberal Institute at
New York University
School of Law, and at
“Race and the Law of
Business & Finance,”
an online workshop
that was co-organized
by CATHY HWANG and
co-sponsored by the
University of Chicago
Law School’s Center on
Law and Finance and
the Law School’s John
W. Glynn, Jr. Law &
Business Program. He
also presented his work
on state and local taxes
during the pandemic
at the annual meeting
of the Association of
American Law Schools
and the University of
California at Irvine
School of Law. Among
other projects, he is
currently working
on a paper titled
“Christianity and the
Liberal(ish) Income
Tax,” which he
presented to students at
Harvard Law School in
the fall.

DEBORAH HELLMAN

published “Sex, Causation and Algorithms:
How Equal Protection
Prohibits Compounding Prior Injustice” in
the Washington University Law Review.

She published the op-ed
“We must not leave the
vulnerable out if we
have health care
rations,” with Kate
Nicholson, in The Hill
in December. She presented her paper “The
Algorithmic Leviathan”
at the Oxford Jurisprudence Discussion
Group in December, at
the Surrey Symposium
on Ethics & Algorithms
at the University of
Surrey Centre for Law
and Philosophy in
January, and at the
ACM FAccT Conference on Fairness, Accountability and Transparency, which focused
on socio-technical
systems, in March. In
the fall she presented
the paper “Big Data and
Compounding Injustice” at the “Ethics in
AI” conference sponsored by the Center for
Analytics and Transformative Technologies
at the University of
Texas McCombs School
of Business in November, and at the
Schwartz Reisman
Institute for Technology and Society at the
University of Toronto in
October. She gave the
keynote address at the
Workshop on Algorithmic Fairness at the
University of Copenhagen/University of
Aarhus in November.
She also presented at
the Conference on
Politics, Philosophy and
Economics at the University of Arizona in
February.

CATHY HWANG’S paper
“The Social Cost of
Contract” (with David
A. Hoffman) will be
published in the Columbia Law Review in
2021. LAWRENCE SOLUM
listed the paper as
one of the Downloads
of the Year on the
“Legal Theory Blog,”
and it was featured in
JOTWELL. “Shadow

Governance” (with
Yaron Nili) was published in the California Law Review.
“Shareholder-Driven
Stakeholderism” (with
Yaron Nili) was published in the University of Chicago Law
Review Online. She
delivered the John
Kidwell Memorial
Lecture at the University of Wisconsin
Law School. She also
helped organize the
online workshop on
“Race and the Law of
Business & Finance,”
co-sponsored by the
University of Chicago
Law School’s Center
on Law and Finance
and the Law School’s
John W. Glynn, Jr.
Law & Business
Program, in February.

With students in the
Environmental Law
and Community
Engagement Clinic,
CALE JAFFE ’01 represented Consumer
Reports (a nonprofit
organization that
publishes the eponymous magazine) in
opposing Trump-era
rollbacks of automobile fuel efficiency
standards. In March,
he spoke at the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s annual
Regulatory Information Conference.
Later that month,
he was a panelist at
Vermont Law School’s
virtual roundtable
on the “Emerging
Environmental Law
Curriculum.”

JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73

has left his position as
senior vice president of
the University and

returned to full-time
teaching in the Law
School. He will
continue to act as
counselor to the
president but without
administrative
responsibilities.

JASON S. JOHNSTON was

a panelist for the ABA
National Class Action
Institute’s “Debate on
the Deterrent Effect of
Class Actions” in Nashville, Tenn., in 2019, and
for a Federalist Society
“COVID-19 and the
Law” event in June. He
presented the paper
“Public Valuation of
Private Assets” at the
New York University
Law School Classical
Liberal Institute Workshop in October. His
paper “Environmental
Permits: Public Property Rights and the
Extraction and Redistribution of Private
Value” is forthcoming
in the Notre Dame Law
Review.

LESLIE KENDRICK ’06 has
joined the torts
casebook “Tort Law:
Responsibilities and
Redress” with coauthors John Goldberg
of Harvard Law School,
Anthony Sebok of
Cardozo Law and
Benjamin Zipursky of
Fordham University
School of Law. The fifth
edition was released in
the spring. An essay by
Kendrick on Miami
Herald v. Tornillo is
featured in a new book
that collects essays on
Supreme Court cases
from leading scholars,
along with
reproductions of
paintings about those
cases by artist Xavier

HARMON CO-AUTHORS
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICING REFORM
When it comes to police reform, Professor RACHEL HARMON, who directs
the Center for Criminal Justice, has some recommendations for the new
presidential administration.
In collaboration with Barry Friedman and the Policing Project at the New
York University School of Law, Harmon is advocating for a stronger regulatory
approach. Their report, “Policing Priorities for the New Administration,” urges
the White House to appoint a policing czar and require that all of the more
than 80 federal
law enforcement
agencies meet
basic standards
for transparency,
among other “clear
and actionable”
measures.
Harmon, a
former federal
prosecutor before
joining the UVA
Law faculty in
2006, said the
previous policy
was incoherent and
didn’t do enough
to help counteract
social harms that
can occur.
“President
Biden’s team has
already signaled
a strong interest
in policing
reform,” Harmon
said. “We are
offering concrete
suggestions
for what to do
after they turn the lights back on in Justice Department policing programs
abandoned by the Trump administration.”
The report emphasizes solutions that look beyond the immediate policing
agenda.
“All federal programs that provide money or equipment for policing should
be assessed not only for their efficacy in promoting policing that serves specific
national goals, but for the social costs they induce by promoting policing in a
particular way,” the report states. “For example, if a program encourages or
incentivizes particular policing tactics—such as frequent traffic stops—the social
costs of those tactics must be considered in assessing the value of the program.”
Harmon and Friedman, founding director of the Policing Project and
author of “Unwarranted: Policing Without Permission,” released the report in
December.
The authors list a number of other priorities that could be accomplished,
mainly through Department of Justice initiatives and executive orders.
Currently the Class of 1957 Research Professor of Law, Harmon spent eight
years as a prosecutor in the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division
and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia. At the Civil
Rights Division, she investigated and prosecuted civil rights crimes nationwide,
including hate crimes and cases of excessive force and sexual violence by police
officers and other government officials. Her casebook, “The Law of the Police,”
will be the first such resource for those seeking to understand, evaluate and
reform American law governing police interactions with the public (see p. 63).
Harmon and other UVA Law faculty engage in criminal justice scholarship,
with an eye toward making a more just society, through the Center for Criminal
Justice.
—Eric Williamson
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Cortada. “Painting
Constitutional Law”
was released by Brill in
January. Kendrick’s
essay “Must Free
Speech Be Harmful?”
was recently published
by the University of
Chicago Legal Forum,
and her piece
“Culpability and
Negligence” is
forthcoming in the
volume “Oxford Studies
in Private Law Theory,”
published by Oxford
University Press.

DOUGLAS LAYCOCK

HELLMAN’S PAPER
ON ALGORITHMIC
DECISION-MAKING
WINS AWARD
Professor DEBORAH HELLMAN won the Association of
American Law Schools’ Section on Jurisprudence
Article Award.
Published in the Virginia Law Review, Hellman’s
paper “Measuring Algorithmic Fairness” outlines how
best to measure whether algorithms—which are used
in everything from pricing insurance to considering
risk for recidivism—are fair. Hellman writes that
algorithmic decision-making “is both increasingly
common and increasingly controversial” due to the
potential for discrimination against protected groups.
The awards are hosted by several of AALS’
103 sections organized around various academic
disciplines and topics of interest. This year’s winners
were honored during an online awards ceremony at
the 2021 AALS Annual Meeting on Jan. 5.
Hellman, a member of the American Law Institute,
is author of the book “When Is Discrimination
Wrong?” and co-editor of “The Philosophical
Foundations of Discrimination Law.” She is the David
Lurton Massee, Jr., Professor of Law, and director of
the Law School’s Center for Law & Philosophy.
Alumnae ELIZABETH KATZ ’09, a professor at
Washington University in St. Louis School of Law, and
PAMELA BOOKMAN ’06, a professor at Fordham University
School of Law, also picked up AALS prizes for their
scholarship.
—Mike Fox
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spoke on “The Revival
of the Free Exercise
Clause?” for a program
sponsored by the
Religious Freedom
Committee of the
Section on Civil Rights
and Social Justice
of the American
Bar Association,
and on “Continuity,
Change, and the Free
Exercise Clause” at
the joint program of
the Constitutional
Law and Law and
Religion sections
of the Association
of American Law
Schools. He spoke on
the Religious Freedom
Plenary Workshop at
the national conference
of the Christian Legal
Society, and he briefed
the board of the
National Association
of Evangelicals on
the religious liberty
implications of Bostock
v. Clayton County on
sexual-orientation
and gender-identity
discrimination. He
discussed religious
liberty on “Civil Rights
and Wrongs” on
KOOP-FM in Austin,
Texas, and the future
of religious liberty in
America on the podcast
“Thinking in Public.”
He recently published
“Restatement (Third)
of Torts: Remedies”
with Richard L. Hasen;
“Espinoza, Government
Funding, and Religious

Choice” in the Journal
of Law and Religion
with Thomas C.
Berg; “Do Cuomo’s
New Covid Rules
Discriminate Against
Religion?” in The New
York Times in October;
“The Right to Be
Wrong” in First Things
in May; and “Douglas
Laycock Replies” in
First Things in August.

In December, the
Oxford University
Press published
“Reviving Rationality:
Saving Cost-Benefit
Analysis for the Sake
of the Environment
and Our Health”
by MICHAEL A. LIVERMORE
and his co-author,
Richard L. Revesz of
New York University
School of Law. (see p.
63) The book argues
that the Trump
administration
inappropriately broke
with a decades-long
bipartisan consensus
over how to evaluate
the consequences of
agency regulations.
Livermore participated
in a number of podcast
and online events
related to the book
hosted by institutions
such as the Harvard
Kennedy School,
Resources for the
Future, the C. Boyden
Gray Center for the
Administrative State
at George Mason
University, the Institute
for Policy Integrity
at NYU Law, the
Environmental Law
Institute, UCLA Law’s
Emmett Institute,
and the Law School’s
Program in Law,
Communities, and
the Environment
(PLACE). In addition,
Livermore presented
work with collaborators
Daniel Rockmore
(Dartmouth), Keith
Carlson (Dartmouth)
and Faraz Dadgostari
(UVA Systems
Engineering) on

applying natural
language processing
and network analysis
techniques to the U.S.
code at an international
conference on “The
Physics of Law.”
That conference was
hosted by Stanford’s
Codex Center for
Legal Informatics,
King’s College London
and Bucerius Law
School (Hamburg,
Germany), among other
institutions. Livermore
also presented current
work with collaborator
Vlad Eidelman
and FiscalNote
applying text analysis
techniques to public
comments received by
administrative agencies
at the Online Workshop
on the Computational
Analysis of Law
and the Max Planck
Institute for Research
on Collective Goods
(Bonn, Germany).

According to SSRN,
RUTH MASON authored
or co-authored
three of the top-10
most downloaded
tax articles of 2020.
Recently, she and
Stephen Daly of King’s
College London
published a Tax Notes
article about the
blockbuster decision
by the European
Union’s lower court to
vacate the European
Commission’s decision
that Ireland granted
illegal subsidies to
Apple. Mason had
previously published
work advocating
for this result.
Additionally, Mason
recently presented
work in progress via
Zoom at Cornell,
the University
of California at
Irvine, Oxford and
the University of
Wisconsin, and to two
online tax seminars
organized by multiple
schools.

JOHN T. MONAHAN recently published two
pieces on violence risk
assessment in the law:
“Impact of Risk Assessment on Judges’
Fairness in Sentencing
Relatively Poor Defendants,” co-authored
with Jennifer Skeem of
the University of California at Berkeley, and
Nicholas Scurich of the
University of California
at Irvine, in the journal
Law and Human Behavior; and “The Classification of Violence
Risk” in the “Handbook of Violence Risk
Assessment,” edited by
Randy Otto and Kevin
Douglas. Monahan
directs a research
project for the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation on
ways to improve pretrial risk assessment.
He also serves on the
Advisory Board of Advancing Pretrial Policy
and Research, a project
of RTI International.

This past fall, THOMAS
B. NACHBAR presented
his draft paper “Less
Restrictive Alternatives and the Ancillary
Restraints Doctrine”
to a conference on “Antitrust in Big Tech.”
In February, he filed
an amicus brief in the
U.S. Supreme Court in
NCAA v. Alston based
on arguments he developed in that paper. Last
November, he participated in the Nuremberg@75 conference
at the Judge Advocate
General’s Legal Center
and School. His talk
focused on the U.S. interest in a stable law of
armed conflict and discussed various forces

that have caused the
law of armed conflict to
be unstable over time,
including a lack of U.S.
engagement on the
topic. This spring he
will be presenting his
latest paper, “Platform
Effects,” at a joint Yale
Information Society
Project and Thurman
Arnold Project workshop, and he will coteach (with faculty at
the UVA Frank Batten
School of Leadership
and Public Policy, and
the UVA School of Engineering and Applied
Science) the second iteration of Innovating
for Defense, a projectoriented class in which
students are organized
as cross-functional
teams to solve problems
posed by officials at
the U.S. Department of
Defense.

DANIEL R. ORTIZ

delivered a virtual
lecture at the Université
Panthéon-Sorbonne
(Paris I) titled “The
Legal Architecture of
American Presidential
Elections” and engaged
more than 200 students
and faculty in a
subsequent question
and answer forum.
He participated along
with other election law
experts in “Litigating
the Election,” an event
hosted by the Institute
of Democracy and
the Karsh Center for
Law and Democracy,
which addressed over
300 cases brought
before and after the
2020 presidential
election. He also
participated in several
other public events
around the election
and advised in some
of the surrounding
litigation. As director
of the Supreme Court
Litigation Clinic,
he filed, along with
others, a cert petition in
Wilcox v. Lyons, which
asks whether the 14th

Amendment covers
retaliation claims.

SAIKRISHNA PRAKASH

participated in several
online events related
to his book, “The
Living Presidency:
An Originalist
Argument Against
Its Ever-Expanding
Powers.” He published
“Against Constitution
by Convention” in the
California Law Review,
“The Constitution’s
First Declared War”
in the Virginia Law
Review and “The
Age of the Winning
Executive: The Case
of Donald J. Trump”
in the Harvard Law
Review Forum. Finally,
he testified before
the Senate Judiciary
Committee on the
nomination of Amy
Coney Barrett, gave a
faculty workshop at
Harvard and discussed
emergency powers
before the Virginia Bar
Association.

KIMBERLY JENKINS
ROBINSON published

“Designing the Legal
Architecture to Protect
Education as a Civil
Right” in the Indiana
Law Journal. She spoke
at The Hunt Institute
webinar “Supporting
Leadership Diversity
and Anti-Racism in
Education Change”;
at the Education,
Leadership & Culture
series event “U.S.
Department of
Education: Practice
and Policy,” sponsored
by the Institute for
Advanced Studies in
Culture and Advanced
Studies in Culture
Foundation; at the
Yale Law School’s

JAFFE ’01 APPOINTED TO
VIRGINIA ENERGY COMMISSION
Professor CALE JAFFE ’01 has been appointed to the
Virginia Coal and Energy Commission.
Gov. Ralph Northam announced the midterm appointment Dec. 18. Jaffe has begun serving his term,
which ends June 30, 2023.
Created by state law, the commission makes recommendations to the governor, executive offices and the
General Assembly on energy-related matters, including
conservation, renewable energy, nuclear power and alternative fuels. The Virginia Coal and Energy Commission consists of seven citizens appointed by the governor and 13 members of the General Assembly.
Jaffe first met with the commission Dec. 21 for a presentation on the Virginia Clean Economy Act, legislation
enacted in 2020 to transition the state to a zero-carbon
electricity grid by 2050.
Jaffe joined the Law School faculty in 2016 and is director of the Environmental Law and Community Engagement Clinic. He previously served as an attorney
with the Southern Environmental Law Center and was
director of the center’s Virginia office from 2013-16.
He was part of the SELC team that won a unanimous
victory before the U.S. Supreme Court in Environmental Defense v. Duke Energy in 2007, and he has litigated
numerous energy-related cases before the State Corporation Commission. In 2014, Jaffe was appointed by
Gov. Terry McAuliffe to serve on the Governor’s Climate
Change and Resiliency Update Commission.
Under Jaffe’s leadership, the clinic and its students
have helped defend Virginia’s uranium mining ban via
U.S. Supreme Court amicus, joined a fight to preserve a
historic Black schoolhouse, proposed renewable energy
development on abandoned mines and successfully
argued on behalf of clients before the State Corporation
Commission.
“I am excited to see how the commission might
provide an opportunity for clinic students to work with
me on some cutting-edge energy policy questions,”
he said. “And of course, at the same time I hope we’ll
provide a useful public service to the commonwealth.”
—Mike Fox
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ROBINSON ELECTED
TO AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE
Professor KIMBERLY JENKINS ROBINSON was elected a member
of the American Law Institute.
There are now 25 members of the UVA Law faculty
currently affiliated with ALI.
The institute is the leading independent organization
in the United States producing scholarly work to clarify,
modernize and otherwise improve the law. The organization includes judges, lawyers and law professors from
the United States and abroad, selected on the basis of
professional achievement and demonstrated interest in
improving the law.
Robinson, who joined the Law School in 2019, was
among 36 new members inducted in October nationwide.
Robinson is the Elizabeth D. and Richard A. Merrill
Professor of Law; a professor of education at the Curry
School of Education; and a professor of law, education
and public policy at the Frank Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy. She is a national expert who
speaks domestically and internationally about educational equity, equal educational opportunity, civil rights
and the federal role in education.
She is editor of the book “A Federal Right to Education: Fundamental Questions for Our Democracy” and
co-editor of “The Enduring Legacy of Rodriguez: Creating New Pathways to Equal Educational Opportunity.”
Robinson’s article “Disrupting Education Federalism”
won the 2016 Steven S. Goldberg Award for distinguished scholarship in education law from the Education Law Association.
Members were selected from confidential nominations
submitted by ALI members. ALI was formed in 1923 “to
promote the clarification and simplification of the law
and its better adaptation to social needs, to secure the
better administration of justice, and to encourage and
carry on scholarly and scientific legal work.”
Alumni DANIEL A. BRESS ’05, CATHY LESSER MANSFIELD ’87,
JACOB H. ROOKSBY ’07 and CATE STETSON ’94 also were elected
to the American Law Institute (see p. 85).
—Mike Fox
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virtual workshop
series “COVID-19:
Law, Economics
Governance,” in a
workshop on COVID
and education; at
the Washington and
Lee Journal of Civil
Rights and Social
Justice’s “Race and the
Pandemic” symposium;
and at the UVA Miller
Center virtual talk
“School Reopenings:
Technology and the
Widening Gap.”
The Law School
hosted a symposium on
her book “Fundamental Questions for Our
Democracy Regarding
a Federal Right to Education,” at which she
spoke as a panelist with
other contributors to
the book. UVA President JAMES E. RYAN ’92
and Harvard Law
School professor
Martha Minow served
as moderators for the
November event.
She also delivered the
West Virginia University College of Law’s
Charles L. Ihlenfeld
Lecture, “A Federal
Right to Education:
Foundational Questions for the Future
of Our Nation.” She
was a guest lecturer
on “School Funding
and a Federal Right to
Education” at Georgetown University’s
Educonomics Lab.

GEORGE RUTHERGLEN’S

article “Reconstruction in Legal Theory”
has been published and
his article on “Admiralty, Human Rights,
and International Law”
will appear in the Virginia Journal of International Law. He is
currently working on
two articles, “National
Injunctions: Why Not
Follow the Rule” and
“Ad Hoc Substitutes
for Choice of Law,” and
on a new edition of the
casebook “Employment Discrimination:

Law and Theory.” In
addition, he worked on
an amicus brief submitted on behalf of the
plaintiffs in Black Lives
Matter v. Trump.

In the fall, RICHARD C.
SCHRAGGER presented

FREDERICK SCHAUER

delivered online lectures on legal positivism at a master’s
program in legal theory
at Johann Goethe University in Frankfurt,
Germany; on constitutional developments
in the United States at
the University of Graz
in Austria; on statistical evidence at the Jurisprudence Discussion Group at Oxford
University; on free
speech and incitement
at George Washington University School
of Law; on rules and
exceptions at the University of Rio Grande
in Porto Alegre, Brazil;
and on the politics of
freedom of expression to both the Lord
Reading Law Society in
Montreal and the West
Virginia State Bar Association. He edited
(with Adrienne Stone)
the “Oxford Handbook
of Freedom of Speech,”
which was published in
January. Schauer published the articles “Free
Speech Overrides”
in the University of
Chicago Legal Forum;
“Normative Legal Positivism” in the “Cambridge Companion to
Legal Positivism”; “Ruleness” in “Legal Rules
in Practice” (published
by Routledge); “Constructing Interpretation” in the Boston University Law Review;
“Rules, Defeasibility,
and the Psychology of
Exceptions,” in “Exceptions in International
Law” (Cambridge University Press); and
“Social Science and the
Philosophy of Law” in the
“Cambridge Companion
to Philosophy of Law.”

a draft article, “Local
Control of Land Use:
A Partial Defense,”
at virtual workshops
at the Minnesota,
Willamette and
Cardozo law schools.
He organized and
participated in a
virtual conference at
the UVA Miller Center
on “The Past and
Future of Home Rule
in Virginia” and spoke
on the same subject at
the Richmond First
Club. He was a guest
lecturer on “Pandemic
Federalism” at the
Université PanthéonSorbonne (Paris I),
and he organized and
moderated “PLACE
and Power: Seeking
Racial Equity,” an
inaugural event for the
Law School’s newly
established Program
in Law, Communities,
and the Environment
(PLACE). Schragger’s
article, “Of Crosses
and Confederate
Monuments: A Theory
of Unconstitutional
Government Speech”
was published by the
Arizona Law Review.

Applications.” She was
a co-author of two large
collaborative papers
in psychology: “The
Future of Women in
Psychological Science”
and “Psychological
Science in the Wake
of COVID-19: Social,
Methodological,
and Meta-Scientific
Considerations.”
Spellman was featured
on the podcast
“The Unavailability
Workshop for
Evidence,” where she
spoke about a number of
psychology experiments
that can be done in the
law school classroom
and that provide useful
demonstrations about
how people reason
about evidence. She
continues to work
on the National
Institute of Standards
and Technology’s
OSAC Human Factors
Committee and the Crime
Scene Investigation
Subcommittee, and is
now also a Scientific and
Technical Review Panel
member—with the goal
of creating information
and performance
standards for the
forensic sciences. In
February, she lectured
at the Berkeley Haas
School of Business on
reforming scientific
practices.

BARBARA A. SPELLMAN

LEON SZEPTYCKI

MEGAN T. STEVENSON

gave talks at the
Boston University Law
and Economics Colloquium, University of
Toronto Law and Economics Colloquium,
University of Chicago
Law and Economics
Colloquium, University of Kentucky Panel
on Bail, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Law and Economics
Workshop, UVA Federalist Society Lunch,
and American University Economics
Workshop. She also
gave testimony on bail
reform to the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission.

In January, GREGG
STRAUSS, together with
NAOMI R. CAHN and
MICAH J. SCHWARTZMAN ’05,

PAUL STEPHAN ’77

published “In Defense
of Weird Hypotheticals”
as an invited comment
on Ron Allen’s
article “Naturalized
Epistemology and
the Law of Evidence
Revisited” in Quaestio
Facti: International
Journal on Evidential
Legal Reasoning.
Her chapter with
Charles Weaver, called
“Memory in the Law,”
appears in the “Oxford
Handbook of Human
Memory—Vol. II:

bribery regulation for a
book on “Change in the
International Order,” to
be published by Oxford
University Press.

continues to work as
special counsel to the
general counsel of the
U.S. Department of
Defense. His activities
have included providing
legal support for the
presidential transition
and the use of the
National Guard in the
District of Columbia.
In his spare time, he
has written an article,
“Crimea, Panama,
and John Bassett
Moore—Annexations,
Justifications,
and Comparative
International Law,”
and a chapter on anti-

hosted the inaugural
event for UVA’s Family
Law Center. The online
symposium brought
together scholars from
multiple disciplines
to examine Fulton v.
City of Philadelphia, a
case in which Catholic
Social Services argues
the city of Philadelphia
violated their free
exercise rights by not
allowing them to certify
foster care parents
unless they are willing
to certify LGBTQ
foster parents.Strauss
also helped found
the Capital Family
Scholars Workshop, a
springboard to develop
family law scholarship
by academics in the
mid-Atlantic region.

co-authored
“The Sustainable
Groundwater
Management Act and
the Common Law of
Groundwater Rights–
Finding a Consistent
Path Forward
for Groundwater
Allocation” in the
UCLA Journal of
Environmental Law.

SHADEL ADDS
TO THE GREAT COURSES
PIERRE-HUGUES VERDIER

presented a
forthcoming article
he co-wrote with
PAUL B. STEPHAN ’77,
“International Human
Rights and Multinational
Corporations: An
FCPA Approach,” at a
conference organized
by Brooklyn Law School
and the American
Society of International
Law’s International
Economic Law Interest
Group. The article will
appear in the Boston
University Law Review
later this year. He also
presented a paper cowritten with KEVIN COPE
and MILA VERSTEEG,
“The Global Evolution
of Foreign Relations
Law,” at the American
Society of International
Law’s International
Law in Domestic Courts
Interest Group Annual
Workshop. The article
is rooted in Verdier
and Versteeg’s ongoing
comparative project
that documents the role
of international law in
national legal systems,
and traces current and
historical patterns
in these doctrines
using quantitative and
qualitative methods.
This spring, Verdier is
teaching International
Law, stepping in for
ASHLEY DEEKS following

Professor MOLLY BISHOP SHADEL, who teaches oral
advocacy, negotiations and public speaking at the Law
School, has been tapped again for The Great Courses
series.
Shadel teaches a class for the learning platform on
how to speak clearly, effectively and persuasively in
various contexts and environments.
The 24-lesson course aims to teach viewers the underpinnings of effective speech writing and skilled delivery in settings both personal and professional.
“Being able to speak effectively can serve you well
in so many contexts, and so many people fear public
speaking. I wanted to offer this course to help people
learn how to do it well and feel more confident about
expressing their ideas aloud,” Shadel said. “The course
covers topics that are important for lawyers, of course,
but it also branches out into other settings, such as
how to speak effectively on the job, how to give a great
wedding toast or a eulogy, how to nail that business
pitch—all sorts of things you might encounter in your
personal or professional life.”
Shadel also taught Litigation, released in 2017 as part
of The Great Courses’ “Law School for Everyone” series.
The Great Courses expedited filming of the new
course, which normally would have taken two weeks,
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. All 24 lectures
were recorded in five days in Fairfax County, Virginia.
Shadel’s hotel accommodations and in-person studio
procedures kept social contact at a minimum.
“It was an intense filming schedule, but the Great
Courses people know what they are doing,” she said.
“We had new protocols about the crew wearing masks
and keeping 6 feet or more of distance, so the filming
went very well.”
Shadel is the author of two books: “Finding Your
Voice in Law School: Mastering Classroom Cold Calls,
Job Interviews, and Other Verbal Challenges” and
“Tongue-Tied America: Reviving the Art of Verbal Persuasion,” with retired UVA Law professor Robert N.
Sayler.
Professor GEORGE S. GEIS has also recorded coursework
for “Law School for Everyone.”
—Mike Fox
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STEPHAN ’77 SERVES
AS SPECIAL COUNSEL AT
PENTAGON
Professor PAUL B. STEPHAN ’77, an expert in international and national security law, was appointed special
counsel to the general counsel of the U.S. Department
of Defense.
General Counsel Paul C. Ney Jr. serves as chief legal
officer for the Pentagon and director of the Defense
Legal Services Agency, which provides legal advice and
services for the defense agencies, field activities and
other organizations. Stephan says his job is to assist Ney
and the general counsel’s office however he can.
“As a legal academic, I have lived a ridiculously
rewarding life, surrounded by students and colleagues who inspire me
and living in a part of
the country that I truly
love,” said Stephan,
who accepted the appointment before the
COVID-19 pandemic. “I
feel an obligation to give
something back.”
He said his position
is analogous to what inhouse counsel would
do, except the Pentagon
is much larger than
any enterprise in the
country and has unique
missions and challenges. Since starting in
August, Stephan said
he’s already tackled intellectual property work, employment law, administrative law and constitutional law.
“I hope to come out of this experience a better
lawyer and a better professor,” Stephan said.
He will be on leave from the Law School for one
year.
Stephan is the John C. Jeffries, Jr., Distinguished
Professor of Law and a life member of the American
Law Institute. He is an expert on international business, international dispute resolution and comparative
law, with an emphasis on Soviet and post-Soviet legal
systems.
He has advised governments and international organizations, taken part in cases in the U.S. Supreme
Court, the federal courts, and various foreign judicial
and arbitral proceedings, and lectured to professionals and scholarly groups around the world on issues
raised by the globalization of the world economy. From
2006-07, he served as counselor on international law in
the U.S. State Department.
More recently, he served as a coordinating reporter for the American Law Institute’s “Restatement
(Fourth) of the Foreign Relations Law of the United
States” and is co-editor of “Comparative International
Law,” both published in 2018. He is a recipient of the
Roger and Madeleine Traynor Faculty Achievement
Award, which recognizes scholarship by a senior
faculty member.
—Mike Fox
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her appointment to the
staff of the National
Security Council.
He is also teaching
the Dissertation
Colloquium for S.J.D.
candidates.

her appointment to the
staff of the National
Security Council.
He is also teaching
the Dissertation
Colloquium for S.J.D.
candidates.

G. EDWARD WHITE

G. EDWARD WHITE

published two
articles: “‘I Am Better
At Narrative Than
Analytical History’”
in the Buffalo Law
Review and, with
KENNETH S. ABRAHAM,
“Conceptualizing Tort
Law: The Continuous
(and Continuing)
Struggle” in the
Maryland Law Review.
Also, Abraham and
White’s book “Tort Law
and the Construction
of Change: Studies
in the Inevitability
of History” has been
accepted for publication
by the University of
Virginia Press and will
appear later this year.
White did a podcast
interview on his “Law
in American History”
books on the past and
future of the Supreme
Court with Ben Chin of
MaineBeaconProject.
com. The episode was
broadcast in December.
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Reviving Rationality
Saving Cost-Benefit Analysis
for the Sake of the
Environment and Our Health

How
Constitutional
Rights
Matter

The
Law
of the
Police

MICHAEL LIVERMORE AND RICHARD L. REVESZ
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

MILA VERSTEEG AND ADAM CHILTON
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

RACHEL HARMON
WOLTERS KLUWER

The federal government should revive the
use of cost-benefit analysis when crafting regulations that affect the American public, Professor Michael Livermore
argues in a new co-authored book.
Written with New York University law
professor Richard L. Revesz, “Reviving
Rationality: Saving Cost-Benefit Analysis
for the Sake of the Environment and Our
Health” was published in November.
Cost-benefit analysis is a way for regulators to understand the positive and
negative effects of proposed regulations.
In recent decades, the method was endorsed by administrations of both political
parties, said Livermore, whose own expertise spans environmental and administrative law.
“What motivated us to start this project
was the fact the Trump administration
had abandoned what had been a bipartisan consensus going back decades,” Livermore said. “This radical departure from
past practice was something that we
wanted to investigate and explain to the
public and the broader policy audience.
We also provide a path to start to recover
and build on the best parts of that
consensus.”
Livermore said in decisions ranging
from transportation policy to the pandemic response, real harm is caused
“when experts are sidelined and evidence
and analysis are ignored.”

To enforce constitutional protections, a
nation’s citizens must have the ability and
will to push back when their rights are
violated, says Professor Mila Versteeg in
a new co-authored book, “How Constitutional Rights Matter.”
Among their research methods, the
authors worked from a large database that
encoded nations’ constitutional rights
and reviewed historical outcomes to ascertain the bigger picture regarding how
well constitutional protections performed.
The dataset of rights spanned from 1946
to 2016 and covered 194 “widely recognized countries in the international state
system.”
“Around the world, there are many examples of governments simply ignoring
the constitution’s rights provisions,” Versteeg said. “And indeed, using statistical
analyses, we find that many constitutional
rights—like free speech, the prohibition
of torture, the freedom of movement, the
right to education, and the right to health
care—are not associated with improved
outcomes.”
But they find that some rights, such as
the freedom of religion, the right to unionize and the right to form political parties,
are better respected.
The authors observe that protecting
rights in a constitution does not necessarily guarantee that the government will
uphold them.

As debates about policing pervade the
public conversation, Professor Rachel
Harmon has written the first casebook to
look at the laws that govern police
conduct in the United States.
“The Law of the Police” takes on the
question of how the law shapes policecitizen encounters and how the law might
be leveraged to make policing serve the
public better.
Harmon, a former federal prosecutor
who directs the Law School’s Center for
Criminal Justice, has taught a course on
the laws governing police for 15 years. She
came to UVA Law in 2006 after spending
eight years as a federal prosecutor in the
U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights
Division.
“I came to the Law School from practice, where I spent years prosecuting civil
rights cases, including against police officers,” she said. “Over time, I got frustrated with criminal prosecution as a response to police misconduct. Prosecuting
illegal police violence can be important,
but I knew there had to be better ways to
prevent problems in policing.”
Through her evolving lens, the book
explores laws and legal rules that make
policing more or less harmful, and where
there’s room for improvement.
—Eric Williamson and Mary Wood
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WHEN INDEX FUNDS ARE REALLY MANAGED FUNDS
Managers of index funds are increasingly taking on the role of investment advisers, and federal regulators
should treat them as such, Professor Paul G. Mahoney argues in a new paper.
Mahoney, whose teaching and research focuses on
securities regulation and corporate finance, recently coauthored “Advisers by Another Name” with University of
Toronto law professor Adriana
Robertson. In the paper, they
explain why the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s policies are outdated in
how they regulate some index
funds, which consist of a portfolio of companies meant to
track a market index, such as
Standard & Poor’s 500 Index,
rather than being actively
managed. The professors offer
a solution to close regulatory
gaps on index funds that are
blurring the boundaries.

What inspired you and your
co-author to write this paper?
We observed that the index
❱ Paul G. Mahoney is a David
fund market is changing.
and Mary Harrison Distinguished
Professor of Law.
Many index funds and exchange-traded funds today are thematic. In other words, they
do not try to replicate a broad market portfolio, but instead
consist of stocks with some characteristic that the fund
selects. Sector-specific index funds and “smart beta” ETFs
[exchange traded funds] are an example. These funds blur
the line between indexing and active management.

Why have index funds grown in popularity?

IAN BRADSHAW

There is a substantial body of academic research that suggests that on average, actively managed funds do not outperform the relevant market benchmark (like the S&P
500) net of expenses. That has led many investors to decide
to try to match the market return using an index fund
rather than try to beat it using an actively managed fund.
Index funds are generally less expensive because the fund’s
manager does not engage in costly attempts to find undervalued stocks—it just tries to replicate the relevant index.
The problem we are responding to is that the line is becoming blurred. For example, an index fund or ETF that
focuses on high-growth biotech companies is obviously
not trying to replicate the entire stock market or a substantial segment of it. Implicitly, the fund sponsor is trying to
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attract investors on the basis that holding this specialized
slice of the market will produce superior returns or meet
other investment goals.
That is not to say that there is anything wrong with
these thematic funds, and our paper does not argue that
there is. It simply makes the point that they resemble active
funds that have an adviser/sub-adviser structure, and the
index provider should be regulated as a sub-adviser.

How is the current system antiquated?
The current regulatory system is premised on the idea
that there is a sharp line between index funds and actively
managed funds. The latter select stocks that the manager
thinks will outperform the market, and the former passively track the market. That was never completely true
in the sense that even a broad market index must make
choices about which portfolio best reflects “the market.”
But it was close enough to justify the different regulatory
treatment for a time. It no longer is.

What should the SEC do to better regulate the index fund
market?
First, it should recognize that the providers of single
purpose indices are functionally the same as sub-advisers,
or specialized asset managers to whom some fund managers contract out all or part of the stock selection. The SEC
should regulate them as sub-advisers.
Second, the SEC should clarify the distinction between
data publishers and advisers. This would not be very disruptive. The SEC should tell index providers that they
must have procedures in place to manage potential conflicts of interest between index selection and other commercial or financial interests of the index provider or its affiliates. Large index providers say they do this. It should also
require that an index fund’s prospectus disclose the licensing fee for the index as a separate line item rather than
bundling it with administrative expenses. Most index providers do not do this and would no doubt object, but there
is no good argument why those fees should not be transparent to investors.

How would these new regulations benefit investors?
They would do the two main things that securities law is
supposed to do—inform investors about the costs they pay
and about the potential conflicts of interest to which they
are subject.

Keeping
the Gun
Lobby
in
Check
Jonathan Lowy ’88
“HAVE YOU BEEN A GOOD BOY?” THE KANSAS GUN DEALER ASKED.

The man who wanted the gun confessed that he was a convicted felon. But when the
woman next to him said she had been a “good girl,” the Baxter Springs Gun & Pawn Shop
sold her the weapon that she would then transfer.
Shortly before the circuitous sale, a court had issued a restraining order against the man,
at the request of his wife, who alleged abuse. The man returned home and terrorized his
family. In the process, he shot and killed his 7-year-old son, before turning the gun on himself.
That’s just one of the many heart-wrenching cases Jonathan Lowy ’88 has handled as
vice president and chief counsel at the nonprofit Brady. He told the story in a measured,
just-the-facts speaking style that hints at the methodical approach with which he works to
dismantle what he views as the irresponsible side of the gun industry.
His legal philosophy, which he laid out in a co-authored Georgetown Journal of Law
& Public Policy article, essentially boils down to this: Citizens have a constitutional right
“not to be shot.”

BRADY
CHIEF
COUNSEL
ADVOCATES
FOR RIGHT
‘NOT TO BE
SHOT’
But “whatever one’s view of the Second
Amendment, it’s not a tenable position that
you have a Second Amendment right to negligently sell or manufacture guns,” Lowy said.
The organization he works for has gone by
several different names over the years, but
the key word is “Brady.” James Brady was the
White House press secretary who, in 1981,
bore the brunt of an assassination attempt on
President Ronald Reagan. Brady lived—and
though he never walked again, he and his
wife, Sarah, became powerful advocates for
gun control. While both are now deceased,
Brady as an organization continues to advocate for social change, including policy
and legislative initiatives, while taking on
the gun lobby directly in court.
“When I began at Brady over 23 years ago,
we were bringing some creative, trailblazing
lawsuits, but we weren’t winning many of
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“JON IS A MODEST, UNASSUMING LAWYER, WITH A NATURAL INSTINCT FOR THE JUGULAR.
FOR THE GUN INDUSTRY, HE IS THE LEGAL NIGHTMARE THAT NEVER GOES AWAY.”
—DENNIS HENIGAN ’77

FORMER
TAX SPECIALIST
TURNS TO STRATEGY
AT BLACKROCK

them,” Lowy said. “Over the years,
I’ve seen us win more and more
to the point where we have now
established a body of law around
the country that gun manufacturers, distributors and dealers can be
liable to victims.”
Lowy’s legal team consists of five
attorneys, but pro bono assistance
from law firms, and the Brady organization’s broader efforts, amplify
the results, he said.
In the civil suit that followed the
Kansas gun sale tragedy, Shirley
v. Glass, Lowy argued and won
at both the state appellate and
supreme court levels, resulting in
the 2013 decision that established
dealers can be held responsible.
Delana v. Odessa Gun & Pawn followed in 2015, also argued by Lowy
and his team at Brady. In that case,
the Missouri Supreme Court ruled
that a gun shop was negligent for
selling to a mentally ill person the
store had been warned about.
Firearms makers and dealers
argue that they are largely immune
from what happens after a sale under the
federal Protection of Lawful Commerce in
Arms Act, or PLCAA. Victories like those
won by Brady have exposed chinks in the
industry’s Kevlar.
Lowy acknowledged, though, that progress has often have been frustrated by setbacks. In reaction to their losses in court, the
gun industry continues to persuade legislators to make new laws in their favor.
“It’s like playing football against a perpetual loser who constantly moves the
goalposts and changes the rules,” he said in
a 2014 interview for Lawdragon. The publication more recently honored him among
its Legends of 2020.
If you had asked Lowy in his first year of
law school, he would have said some form of
public interest lawyering awaited him right
after graduation. He had recently helped

Dance, a social justice arts organization.
Last summer, EMpower named Frazier
one of its Top 100 Minority Executives for
2020. “Throughout her tenure at the firm,”
her awarders said, “she has focused on the
retention of Black professionals through
mentorship, managerial- and leadershiplevel advocacy, and contributions to a firmwide working group focused on how Black
professionals experience BlackRock.”
After graduating from UVA, where she
served in leadership roles in the Black Law
Students Association and was an editor for
the Virginia Tax Review, Frazier began her
career as a tax attorney at Schulte Roth
& Zabel. As if that didn’t keep her busy
enough, she earned an LL.M. in taxation
from New York University—at night—while
working as an associate. In 2010, she moved
to PricewaterhouseCoopers, eventually becoming director of their international tax
services practice, and joined BlackRock
three years later as a mergers and acquisitions tax counsel.
As usual, the urge to take on bigger challenges was strong. “I wanted to do more,”
Frazier said. “It was
great to be on the client
side, but I always wondered, what actually
happens when a client
takes our advice? How
do they implement it?
I’m a natural problem-solver, so I wanted
to do more of that.”
Asked about her goals in her new post,
Frazier emphasized both her work for the
firm and helping others to follow in her footsteps. “I’m always focused on ensuring that
we are doing our best in how we deliver for
our clients,” she said. “As the leader of an organization and a Black woman leader, I also
think about the broader picture, where are
we creating safe spaces and retaining and
developing talent, but also that we remain
keenly focused on diversity as an integral
part of our business.”
—Mark F. Bernstein ’89
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Rocking
and Ready
for More
Chanel Frazier ’07

BY HER OWN ADMISSION, CHANEL FRAZIER ’07 LIKES MAKING BOLD CHOICES, SO WHENEVER SHE
MASTERS A NEW CHALLENGE, SHE LOOKS TO TAKE ON ANOTHER ONE. But her newest post, as head

of business strategy for the portfolio management group at the investment management
giant BlackRock Inc., should be more than enough to keep Frazier occupied. The team for
which she heads business strategy at the multinational business currently has approximately
$4 trillion in assets under management. Yes, that’s “trillion” with a “t.”
During COVID-19, Frazier is even managing to do her job from home. “I can do everything I need to do from here,” she said.
Frazier was appointed to her current post after two years as chief of staff to the head of
BlackRock’s Global Fixed Income and Multi-Asset Strategies group. That gave her both
invaluable executive leadership training and an inside look at a sizable part of BlackRock’s
business.
For Frazier, though, work has always been coupled with an emphasis on helping other
women and people of color succeed. She is a leader in BlackRock’s Black Professionals
Network and is active in its Women’s Initiative Network, and is a board member of Gibney
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his father, trial lawyer Arthur Lowy, in his
attempt to certify a class of victims in the
U.S. court system from the Union Carbide
gas leak in Bhopal, India. The federal court
ultimately dismissed the cases, whereas they
were litigated in India, and then handled by
the Indian government, which had passed a
law giving itself the exclusive right to represent the victims. Union Carbide settled out
of court in 1989 for $470 million.
Upon graduation, however, Lowy decided
he wanted to build some additional skills as
well as pay off his student loans. He worked
for two law firms, McGuireWoods and Dickstein Shapiro, before taking on civil rights
and personal injury cases.
His bona fides as a trial lawyer got the
attention of Dennis Henigan ’77, who was
looking to add to his team at Brady. What
Henigan offered was the chance to join an

unglamorous, uphill fight against
perhaps the most powerful special
interest group in the nation, the
National Rifle Association. Lowy
eagerly signed on. Today, he occupies the role of his mentor;
Henigan is now vice president
of legal and regulatory affairs at
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids.
“The gun industry thought
Congress had granted it legal immunity over 15 years ago, with the
ill-named Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act,” Henigan
said. “It did not account for the
legal creativity and utter tenacity of
Jon Lowy. Time and again, Jon has
achieved justice for gun violence
victims against long odds. Jon is a
modest, unassuming lawyer, with
a natural instinct for the jugular.
For the gun industry, he is the legal
nightmare that never goes away.”
Lowy, who has litigated cases in
about 45 states, is currently representing the family of a 13-year-old
Pennsylvania boy who was shot
and killed at his friend’s house. “The other
young boy thought the gun was unloaded
because the magazine was removed,” he
said. “There are design solutions to this
problem that have long been known by the
gun industry.”
Though the case was originally dismissed
under PLCAA, Lowy appealed and received
the first-ever ruling that the act is unconstitutional, paving the way for an en banc
review of that decision.
While his legal work can be all-consuming, Lowy has also managed his time well
over the years. Random House published
two books of historical fiction that he wrote,
“Elvis and Nixon” and “The Temple of
Music,” both of which received enthusiastic
reviews. The latter focuses on the assassination of President William McKinley.
—Eric Williamson

VITA

FINANCIAL
ADVISER’S SCIENTIFIC
BACKGROUND
INFORMS
HIS WORK

VITAMIX
GENERAL COUNSEL
JUGGLES
MANY ROLES

ticket. You can be as public about it as you
want. Not too many people want to be.
“Of course, the client likes to relish in the
win and see the large check.”
In his previous role as a patent litigation
attorney for the trial firm McKool Smith,
Rappaport’s job entailed drilling deep into
the technology at hand. That focus often
meant far less involvement in overall strategy and direction for his cases.
He decided in 2018 to make a change.
“I really wanted to find a business where I
could use all my skills and abilities,” he said.
In addition to his J.D., Rappaport holds a
bachelor’s from UVA in electrical engineering, with minors in physics and astronomy.
He earned a master’s in electrical and computer engineering from the University of
Florida.
At the start of his career, he worked for a
satellite communications company, where
he independently created novel satellite
communication protocols. As Rappaport
coordinated with the patent attorney at the
company, he realized that he had a greater
interest in the law and helping clients, even
as his inventions resulted in the issuance of
multiple U.S. patents.
“That gives me a
very different background than most
people in finance,” he
said.
Rappaport’s diverse
pool of clients, who reside all over the
country, include members of the Austinarea tech industry.
“When anyone comes into a large sum
of life-changing money, they need help to
reevaluate what it is they want to achieve
with their lives, and what it is they really
care about,” he said.
Whether the money is a product of luck
or hard work, he notes, “No matter who you
are, these are all going to be the same kinds
of questions.”
—Eric Williamson

On a typical morning, Fazio herself will
whip up a smoothie with fruit, kale, flax and
chia seeds, and a carrot or two—whatever
she has handy. That way, she said, “if I have
a pizza for lunch, I know I have some good
stuff in my body.”
Vitamix has also introduced stainless
steel mixers, perfect for making baby food,
which Fazio said she does regularly for her
infant son, born last year.
Like many of her classmates, Fazio
thought she would want to work in-house
eventually, but she left after only three years
as a mergers and acquisitions associate at
Pittsburgh-based Dentons Cohen & Grigsby
to join FedEx. “Three years is at the early
end of the spectrum for going in-house,”
Fazio reflected, “but it worked out really
well for me.”
When her husband took an opportunity in
Cleveland in 2016, Fazio joined Vitamix, first
as a senior attorney and then as corporate
and compliance counsel. She was named
general counsel in September 2020, shortly
after returning from maternity leave. She
supervises a tight team of two lawyers, two
compliance professionals and a paralegal,
and on any given day could be supervising outside counsel on current litigation,
reviewing internal
corporate policies or
negotiating a large contract with a supplier.
“I put the ‘general’
in ‘general counsel,’”
Fazio joked.
One of her enduring memories of law
school—besides Feb Club, she said—is a
criminal law class she took with Professor Anne Coughlin, who often warned her
students not to let the perfect be the enemy
of the good.
“Now, I’ve never practiced criminal law,”
Fazio said, “but as a new mother, struggling with child care during a pandemic,
and getting my promotion, I think of that
quote all the time.”
—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

A
Jackpot
Career
Turn
Matt Rappaport ’09

MATT RAPPAPORT ’09 CAN NOW SAY HE KNOWS WHAT IT’S LIKE TO THE WIN THE LOTTERY.

As an Austin, Texas-based financial adviser with UBS, one of the largest managers of
private wealth in the world, Rappaport received a referral last year from an estate planning
attorney who knew a multimillion-dollar jackpot winner in need of help.
“One of the great aspects of serving this particular client was being able to help them
go through the process of claiming a winning lottery ticket,” he said. “People don’t always
think of a financial adviser performing that kind of function, but I recognized that was an
area where I could provide value.”
Rappaport familiarized himself with the fine points of claiming a lottery prize, then
contacted the Texas Lottery Commission about keeping the win anonymous. Doing so
didn’t require disguises or meeting in the dead of night—he and his client simply walked
in as if it were a normal day.
“You just have to keep a low profile,” he said. “It’s a state-run agency in a state building,
so there are people there all the time. It’s not really a furtive exercise to claim a winning
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Mixing
It Up
Professionally

Leah McLaughlin Fazio ’11
CAN SOMEONE BE PASSIONATE ABOUT A BLENDER?

Vitamix would say yes, and so would their new general counsel, Leah McLaughlin
Fazio ’11. Fazio noted that the company’s “raving fans” love their conventional blenders
and other blending equipment such as stick blenders, food processors and even food recyclers, referring them on average to 13.4 other people. In 1950, the company’s president,
Bill Barnard, began demonstrating his products live on television, launching what might
be called the world’s first infomercial. Now fourth-generation, family-owned and based
in Ohio, Vitamix assembles all its products in the United States and sells them for home
and commercial use.
“We’re really passionate about helping people to eat whole foods in a healthy way,” Fazio
said. “In just a few minutes, you can make a smoothie that’s completely smooth and fits in
so many good ingredients. All these things you know you should be eating.”
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PATENT LITIGATION
STAR LIKES
ADDING NEW
EXPERIENCES

“I didn’t want to waste my background in
the sciences, so I thought it was a perfect
marriage.”
But Tuan has always wanted to reach out.
The daughter of Taiwanese immigrants,
she serves on her firm’s diversity and hiring
committees. Last year, she was selected
as a Pathfinder by the Leadership Council
on Legal Diversity, a program designed to
help a new and more diverse generation of
attorneys ascend to leadership positions.
Tuan also has an active pro bono practice.
A recent victory for one of her pro bono
clients is as satisfying as any she has won
in the corporate world, she said.
A young woman visited a car dealership
hoping to trade in her father’s old car. The
dealership pressured her into buying a car
she didn’t want and followed her back to
her father’s house late at night to get him to
sign some of the paperwork, even though he
could not read or speak English. After the
woman defaulted on the loan, a state trial
court denied the dealership’s petition to
compel arbitration. Thanks to Tuan’s brief
and argument, that decision was affirmed
in the California Court of Appeal.
Fighting a contractual arbitration clause
in state court is about as far from Tuan’s
typical practice area as
can be, but she thinks
the experience benefited her as well as
her clients.
“I’ve always been
focused on patent litigation, so I’ve never, in my billable practice,
worked on anything else,” Tuan said. “But
there are a lot of muscles that you have to
exercise as a lawyer. On a typical patent case
there may be a bunch of different issues,
so being able to work on a different type of
case, with a very different type of client, and
in a different kind of court, was great. It’s
important to give yourself a different type
of experience and grow as a lawyer by doing
unfamiliar things.”
—Mark F. Bernstein ’89

Elizabeth Tuan ’13

ONLY EIGHT YEARS INTO HER CAREER, ELIZABETH TUAN ’13 HAS ALREADY NOTCHED SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT
VICTORIES. A partner at Los Angeles-based Irell & Manella, where she has worked since she

was a summer associate, Tuan is a patent litigation specialist with a focus on the biotech
and pharmaceutical industries. In December 2019, she was part of a team that successfully
represented the Sloan Kettering Institute for Cancer Research and Juno Therapeutics
Inc. in a patent infringement suit brought in federal district court. A jury deliberated for
less than a day before bringing in a $752 million verdict in favor of Tuan’s clients. She also
practices regularly before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
The type of litigation Tuan practices combines several of her many talents. She earned
her undergraduate degree at the University of California, Berkeley, majoring in molecular
and cell biology. “I wanted to do something that focused on tech but also allowed me to
do the other things I loved to do, like oral arguments and writing briefs,” Tuan explained.
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FIRM’S FELLOWSHIP HONORS
CAPLIN ’40, SWANSON ’51
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alumni@law.virginia.edu
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UVA LAWYER
University of Virginia
School of Law
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Charlottesville, VA
22903
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your class.
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A law firm’s new fellowship honoring two University of Virginia
School of Law alumni was announced Feb. 19.
The Caplin-Swanson Diversity
Fellowship, created by Caplin &
Drysdale and given to law students
who intern over the summer at the
firm, honors MORTIMER M. CAPLIN ’40,
a UVA Law professor who served
as IRS commissioner in the Kennedy administration, and GREGORY
H. SWANSON ’51, UVA and the Law
School’s first Black student. Caplin
founded Caplin & Drysdale with
Law School lecturer DOUGLAS D.
DRYSDALE ’53 in 1964.
“I know my father would be
smiling from ear to ear to celebrate
the values celebrated in this very
important initiative,” MICHAEL
CAPLIN ’76 said at the virtual event
announcing the fellowship.
With Caplin’s support, the Law
MORTIMER M.
CAPLIN ’40
School initially accepted Swanson’s application, but the Board
of Visitors rejected it in July 1950,
citing state laws affirming segregation. With the help of a legal
team including Thurgood Marshall, Oliver Hill, Martin A. Martin
and Spottswood Robinson of the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund, a
three-judge panel ruled in Swanson’s favor that September, and he
registered in time for fall classes.
Swanson completed a year of
studies at the school, though never
completed the thesis required to
receive an LL.M. degree, which
was common for master’s students
at the time. Swanson already held
a law degree from Howard University.
Professor Kim Forde-Mazrui,
director of the Center for the
Study of Race and Law, served
as guest speaker at the fellowGREGORY H.
ship’s announcement. He shared
SWANSON ’51
details uncovered from research
conducted by the late UVA Law professor J. GORDON HYLTON ’77, as well as stories
provided by the Swanson family.
ROBERT F. KENNEDY ’51 befriended Swanson at the Law School, Forde-Mazrui noted.
“Bobby Kennedy and Swanson ran into each other in D.C. in probably 1961, and
Bobby said, ‘Hey, my older brother just appointed Professor Caplin to be the IRS
commissioner, and he’s looking for good tax lawyers,’” Forde-Mazrui recalled.
“And that reconnected Swanson with both Bobby Kennedy and Mortimer Caplin,
and that’s how Swanson wound up working at the IRS for the rest of his career.”
At the event, Caplin & Drysdale announced the first fellowship recipient: Brooke
Radford, a second-year student at Howard University School of Law.
“This is a wonderful day, and I look forward to continuing the legacies [of Mortimer Caplin and Gregory Swanson] as we … work towards racial justice in our
future,” Dean Risa Goluboff said at the event.
—Mike Fox

OCTAVIUS ANTHONY ORBE

died Sept. 26 at age
93. Orbe grew up in
Passaic, N.J., with his
six brothers and sisters,
attended the Peddie
School and graduated
as a member of
Princeton University’s
Class of 1949. His days
at Princeton were
interrupted by service
in the army during
World War II in Japan.
Shortly after his return
from Japan in 1949,
Orbe met Ellie, and they
married on July 8, 1950.
After law school, Orbe
began his legal career
at Pitney, Hardin &
Kipp. In 1955 he cofounded Orbe & Nugent
(later Orbe, Nugent &
Darcy), in Ridgewood,
N.J., practicing there
for more than 40
years, and finished
his career at McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney
& Carpenter after the
two firms merged. His
distinguished legal
career was marked
by pro bono work,
volunteering at juvenile
court and night court,
serving as president
of both the Bergen
County and New Jersey
State bar associations
and as a fellow of
the American Bar
Association.
Orbe was an active
Princeton University
alumnus and chaired
his 50th reunion.
He cherished Ellie,
according to family
members, who said
she “brought elegance,
artistry and a sense of
fun and adventure to
the family.” He split his
time among his homes
in Montvale N.J.;
Treasure Island, Fla.;
and his favorite place
in the world, Cape Cod,
Mass. He loved fishing,
bird hunting, boating,
his daily dip into the
sound or gulf, cocktail
time and a party for
any occasion. He
treasured his role as a
loving husband, father,
grandfather, greatgrandfather and friend,
and cited his proudest
accomplishment as his

large and loving family.
He loved nothing more
than sitting around the
dinner table regaling
family with stories of
his youthful hijinks.
His grandchildren
especially cherished
his mischievous streak.
He will be remembered
for his exuberance for
life and his joy when
surrounded by family
and friends.
Orbe is survived by
his loving wife, Eleanor
Orbe (formerly Catignani), and their seven
children, 10 grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.

1955

MARK B. SANDGROUND SR.

died Dec. 30. He was
88 and still practicing
law with his own
firm. According to
family, he didn’t suffer
much pain and was
well cared for by the
medical team at Sibley
Memorial Hospital
in Washington, D.C.,
where he had been
admitted two weeks
prior.
“Throughout his
cancer treatment,
which he endured with
stoicism and (usually)
good humor, he
remained steadfast that
he wanted to be cured
and took on a rigorous
treatment plan and
continued to work from
home when able,” the
family writes.
“When the cancer
returned in the fall, he
decided to try another
round of therapy, but
his body was unable
to fight on in the way
that his spirit would
have. Fortunately, his
family was able to see
him every day he was in
the hospital at the end
of his life. He spoke of
all his friends and was
grateful for the concern
of many who called to
support him. (And yes,

he even worked a few
hours in those final
weeks.)”
Sandground was born
June 6, 1932, to Rose
and Jack Sandground
in Brookline, Mass.,
where his father was a
noted parasitologist on
the Harvard Medical
School faculty in the
Department of Public
Health. An only child
and an apt student, he
graduated from the
University of Michigan (his mother’s alma
mater) in 1952 and then
from the Law School.
He received an honorary doctorate from
Johnson & Wales in
2000. Sandground
practiced throughout his entire legal
career in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan region, officing first in the district
for 30 years and then in
Tysons Corner, Va.
He created a series of
law firms after he was
established and specialized in matrimonial
law. He was known as
a zealous advocate, and
aside from thousands of
clients drawn from the
general community, he
represented senators,
congressmen, Cabinet
members, sports and
entertainment celebrities, well-known (and
obscure) artists, and
even a few rock stars.
He frequently practiced
outside his specialty,
representing foreign
governments in Washington, as well as contractors doing business
in the U.S. from abroad.
His deep love of France
was engendered by
long-standing clients
from Paris who transacted business in North
America.
He helped found
several D.C. notable
eateries in the 1970s,
including La Niçoise
and the D.C. branch of
the Palm Restaurant,
and invested in many
others. He was especially proud of his long
association with JeanLouis Palladin, and
Michel Richard and
the current luminary
Fabio Trabocchi. He
was never happier than

while at the table of a
brilliant chef.
Sandground was
especially well-known
in the Fairfax County
Bar, where he was a
circuit court fixture
at Friday mornings
“motions practice,”
often juggling multiple
matters before several
different judges. “His
rivals feared his tactics,
which were sometimes
aggressive (he relished
scheduling depositions
on weekends and
holidays), but most of
his colleagues were
pleased to be in court
with him because of his
passion, commitment,
and his irreverent and
irresistible wit,” his
family writes. “He
made them better
lawyers for it.”
He was a member of
both the District of Columbia Bar and the Virginia Bar for well over
60 years, as well as the
many local courts.
He deeply adored
his family, including his wife Judy;
sons MARK “CHIPP” JR. ’85
and Bruce, and their
spouses, Davina and
Kathleen; and grandchildren, LAUREN ’18,
Forrest, Margaux and
Oliver; not to mention
his sibling golden retrievers, Jake and Bella,
and their many predecessors. All proudly
carry on the uncommon family name.
Sandground was an
outstanding storyteller, his family said,
“and was never happier
than surrounded by
his friends drinking
bourbon, some great
wine from his peerless cellar or just a cold
beer. He lived life on his
terms, took no prisoners in the courtroom,
and left few glasses
unfinished. He was an
unmatchable life force
with his own special
field of gravity, and
those who knew him
well felt lucky to be
pulled into its orbit.”
Sandground resided
in Falls Church, Va.,
and had homes in St.
Michaels, Md.; and
Key West, Fla.

1957
JOHN D. CORSE died in

Charlottesville on Oct.
20. Corse graduated
from the U.S. Naval
Academy in 1946 and
served his country for
eight years, most of
them in submarines.
He then enrolled at the
Law School, where he
was an editor of the
Law Review and finished first in his class.
Corse’s career was
always varied and interesting, according to
his family. He practiced
law, ran a real estate investment trust, led civic
associations, and was
a small-firm partner in
Jacksonville, Fla., and
a Big Law partner in
Atlanta.
From 1992 until
2005, Corse was a
senior director of development for the University of Virginia Law
School Foundation in
Charlottesville.
Corse loved the Law
School and believed
everyone should, too—
especially his classmates. He expected
100% participation
from them.
One year, with just
a few holdouts remaining before the close of
the annual giving campaign, Corse sent each
of them a modest check
with a note asking them
to sign it over to the
Foundation as their gift,
or cash it and have a
drink on him. He made
his point and converted
them all.
Corse is survived
by Margaret “Muffet”
Murchison and their
three surviving children,
Carita, John Jr. and
Margaret.

FRANK HALE STEWART died

Aug. 16, at age 89.
After receiving
his bachelor’s degree
from Harvard College,
Stewart served in the
U.S. Army for two years
before following in
his father’s footsteps
to UVA Law. Stewart
joined Taft Stettinius
& Hollister in Cincinnati, where he prac-

ticed labor law for
over 40 years. He was
the protege of J. Mack
Swigert, the principal
author of the Taft-Harley Act, who worked
at the direction of U.S.
Sen. Robert A. Taft.
Stewart hosted a
regular radio news
show “and fielded innumerable questions on
law and life with zest
and humor,” his family
writes. In practice, he
navigated labor law
as it evolved over the
decades and became a
“lawyer’s lawyer” in his
field across the entire
country, also chairing
the firm’s Labor and
Employment Law Department. He chaired
the employment committee for many years
and was responsible
for recruiting and mentoring many young
lawyers who went on
to become leaders in
the firm and in diverse
positions nationwide,
ranging from Fortune
100 in-house counsel to
state and federal judges.
Stewart was an arbitrator and mediator
in private disputes, and
an adjunct professor
of labor law at the University of Cincinnati.
But his greatest professional joy came when
he was invited to teach
programs on mediation and arbitration for
a number of years at his
beloved alma mater, the
Law School.
Beyond his career in
law, Stewart was also
a leader in the Cincinnati arts community,
including serving as
chairman of the board
of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. Also,
“His skill as a bridge
player was legendary
and second only to his
skill as a raconteur,” his
family writes.
He was a loving
husband to the late
Cynthia Ellis Stewart;
father of two sons,
Allen Ellis Stewart and
Frank Hale Stewart
Jr. (Allison); and
grandfather of Elisa
B. Norton, Graham W.
Stewart and Colin G.
Stewart.

1958
BY LARRY GRIM
CLASS SECRETARY

jlawrencegrimjr@
gmail.com
First, a salute to our
matured class secretary
TED TORRANCE for 62 years
of the very best work
in the history of UVA
Law School. While he
has some wobbles from
Old Man Time, he can
still pass an acuity test
without a cram course
and gain acceptance at
the snobbiest Ivy League
nursing home imaginable. You will see for
yourself in the “last
word” accorded him
below.
JIM ATKIN writes: “I

moved to Santa Rosa,
Calif., in October 2017,
when the community
was ablaze with a forest
fire that hit the northern part of the city.…
I soon found out that
California had imposed
severe environmental
regulations that lumber
companies were not
allowed to operate. As
a result, the forest was
no longer managed,
resulting in beds with
underbrush to provide
abundant fuel adjacent to communities. As
a result, I became involved in efforts to turn
these policies around.
In this state, that is a
big problem. When I
lived here in 1958, we
had a viable two-party
system which worked.
Now I am back and it
has become a one-party
state dominated by
unions and the environmentalists.… However,
I think things will turn
around in time.”
STUART BRUNET, 91, and

wife Helen, 86, have
two great-grandsons
and a new great-granddaughter as life goes
on in homestay in
Mendham, N.J.
We all remember Stu
fondly but who recalls
DAVID H. CARTER of Oxfordshire, England?
Aside from a name, no
picture and mentioned
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in Sigma Nu Phi, he
is unmentioned at all
elsewhere in the Barrister. He answered
my snail mail with an
email, in part: “After
being at UVA Law
School from September 1955 through December 1956, I decided
law was not for me. I
left Charlottesville and
subsequently became
involved in the broad
field of investment
management, first with
Scudder Stevens and
Clark in New York City,
and then with Scudder
(amongst others) in
London. After a rewarding life traveling
the world, meeting a
diverse group of international investors, I
retired to Oxfordshire
in 1993. I am widowed
after 57 years of marriage and have four
children and 12 grandchildren, all of whom
live in England.”

IN MEMORIAM:
ALAN S. BOYD ’48, FIRST U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
ALAN S. BOYD ’48, the first U.S. secretary of transportation, died Oct.
18. He was 98.
Sworn in as secretary with President Lyndon B. Johnson at his side
in January 1967, Boyd pulled together a patchwork of smaller federal
transportation agencies to create the Department of Transportation.
The nation’s urban transportation systems, for example, had been
under the control of Housing and Urban Development.
Boyd, who previously served as undersecretary of commerce
for transportation, was influential in promoting vehicle safety
standards, including the requirement of seatbelts for all new cars,
among other accomplishments.
The Washington Post put his role in perspective. Boyd
“coordinated the country’s overarching transportation policy,
giving equal weight to plane, train and automobile travel. His efforts
laid the foundation for a Cabinet-level agency that has grown from
a $5.5 billion to $76.5 billion budget, with a role in highway safety
as well as the Saint Lawrence Seaway.”
The New York Times observed, “Despite resistance from
bureaucrats and maritime unions, and having to work with
underfunded mass transit systems, Mr. Boyd won relatively high
marks for a two-year effort to merge dozens of transportationrelated federal agencies.”
Boyd solidified his path to transportation secretary as a Johnson
appointee in 1965, serving as commerce undersecretary and as part
of a special committee that recommended creating the department.
He used his political experience in Washington to help shuttle the
bill through Congress. Boyd had previously served as a member
and chair of the U.S. Civil Aeronautics Board, first appointed by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1959.
In his 2016 autobiography, “A Great Honor: My Life Shaping 20th
Century Transportation,” Boyd detailed his call to Johnson after a
friend who was a White House assistant erroneously told him he
wasn’t going to be picked for secretary.
“I called the president and told him that he didn’t owe me anything
and that I had been honored to serve him in the capacities to which
he had appointed me,” Boyd writes. “I added that if I could be of
any service to him in the future, I would be happy to do so, but that
I would also be happy to leave the government satisfied that I had
done the best job I knew how.”
Johnson responded, “What the hell are you talking about?” The
president later added, “Alan, don’t you do any damn fool thing. Just
sit tight and shut up!”
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It was all a misunderstanding; Boyd was in.
In the years following his public service in the Johnson
administration, Boyd served as president of the Illinois Central
Railroad (1970-77), as president of the quasi-public Amtrak
passenger rail service (1978-82), and as chairman and president
of the North American subsidiary of Airbus Industrie, the French
jetliner company (1982-92).
He briefly worked for another U.S. president, Jimmy Carter, in
1977 as Carter’s special representative negotiating a new U.S.-U.K.
bilateral aviation agreement.
He began his career in private legal practice in Miami. But a
law firm partner engaged in politics and a subsequent job with
the Florida State Turnpike Authority set him on his way for a
career in government focused on transportation. He served on the
Florida Railroad and Public Utilities Commission before heading
to Washington.
In his autobiography, Boyd credited Law School Dean F.D.G.
RIBBLE 1921 for giving him a chance to study law following his
service in World War II as an Army pilot—despite flunking out
of the University of Florida. If Boyd took undergraduate courses
at UVA and performed well, the dean said he would reconsider
the young man’s plea for admission.
“At the end of the semester, I brought my grades to Dean Ribble.
I’d taken economics, public speaking, and history, and done very
well in all three. He greeted me warmly and told me to plan on
entering the law school the following Tuesday.”
Boyd’s two years of legal studies (condensed after the war from
the standard three) included a self-guided course in aviation law.
He noted that his application to work for the Civil Aeronautics
Board immediately after passing the bar was rejected.
Boyd reinforces in the book how his time at UVA helped influence
the principles by which he would live his life.
“I believe in honesty,” Boyd writes in the epilogue. “Like the
University of Virginia, I have an honor code I follow. I know I could
never live with myself if I ever lied or cheated. I want to look in the
mirror every day and be proud of the person I see.”
His son, Mark T. Boyd, who notified the media of his father’s
death, reiterated that thought in a letter last year to the Law
School: “Dad credits his education at U.V.A. Law as foundational
for his approach to life.”
—Eric Williamson

Judge BARBARA ANN
COPPETO, 83, died in 2017
of cancer. She graduated from Trinity
College and our law
class; her father preceded her in graduating
from UVA Law School.
She passed the Connecticut and New York
bars on the first tries;
practiced with Yudkin,
Yudkin & Copetto
in Derby, Conn.; and
served as a family judge
from 1981 to 2001, when
she was appointed
senior judge, working
until retiring in 2015.
She was a member of
the National Association
of Women Judges, a
member of the New
Haven County Court
House Restoration Task
Force and a past treasurer of the Connecticut Judges Association.
She loved throwing big
parties, traveling and
winters in Florida. JOHN
SHROYER ’57 remembers
he and GEORGE GOWEN ’57
as guests of our 35th
reunion on the lawn
of Carr’s Hill chatting
with a group that included Barbara and
CHUCK SAUNDERS. “We
were talking about
which of us had had
any trial experience.

Barbara hadn’t volunteered any information about herself, so
Saunders said to her:
And what about you,
Barbara, have you
ever had any trial experience?” To which
Barbara said (evenly):
“Chuck, I have been a
sitting judge in Connecticut for over 20
years.” It was pure gold.

BOB DORSEY says he has
no story to tell, except
he really enjoyed his
time at the Law School.
He also enjoyed his
trips to Roanoke via
the Skyline and Blue
Ridge parkways, where
he met his first wife at
Hollins College.

STANLEY CHRISTOPHER is

BILL EDWARDS’ life

“frisky” but “with a
cane and a rollator, I
do enjoy awaking each
morning!” and: “Still
living independently
(about a half-mile north
of that sacred ground,
Carroll’s Tea Room),
fortunately have a
neat lady friend in Ivy
and enjoy my Virginia
driver’s license, which
doesn’t expire for
several years yet. But,
like dear conservative
friends such as MARTIN
FLANAGAN, JIM “JUNGLE”
ATKIN, CARTER FURR ’57,
and CAL THOMAS ’60, am
still grieving with
respect to November 3.”

changed dramatically
the past six months
with the loss of his
wife of 62 years. He is
living in a facility with
24-hour care, but still
in practice full-time
and engaged in a virtual
bench trial.
Bill followed up by
reporting a verdict in
his six-day Zoom bench
trial. “Workers comp—
lifetime income and
medical benefits—
estimated value: $2.5-$3
million!” Also, he had
good results in barratry
suits involving lawyers
and trips to the Texas
Court of Appeals. No
wonder he said of the
Zoom trial: “Quite an
experience! But it felt
good. A bunch better
than no trial at all.”

LEN COOPER’S cheerful
wife Vickie Allin reports
that, at 92, he doesn’t
do email, but with her,
he has no needs. She
reports he’s a little
older than classmates
as he did two stints in
the military: two years
as Navy medic corpsman at Chelsea Naval
Hospital in Boston and,
upon graduating from
college, reenlisted, attended Officer Candidate School, then spent
two years as a Naval destroyer officer in Korea.
After law school and
working at a couple of
law firms, he was a corporate lawyer for an oil
company, then a litigator
representing an asbestos
manufacturer in product
liability cases. After a
first marriage, he met
Vickie through a mutual
hobby of riding horses.
They owned and rode
horses over 20 years
and Len competed in
eventing (an equestrian
triathlon) and hunter/
jumper competitions.
Vickie’s career was as a
policy analyst at the National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration. Lucky Len!

First to contact me
before the ink was dry
was MARTIN FLANAGAN,
asking for a mailing list
of classmates before I
had one. He got it and,
noting our diminished
survivors, responded:
“This reminds me of a
line in a play by Daniel
Defoe (1660-1731), to
wit: ‘The best of men
cannot suspend their
fate. The good die early
and the bad die late.’”
After bellyaching about
COVID-19 cramping
his style, he reported:
“One of our daughters
is the psychiatric registered nurse at a large
prison facility with
more than 500 inmates
in her area. More than
300 of the inmates contracted COVID. Our
daughter caught it, but
continued working, as
did a number of staff
who had mild symptoms. Previously our
daughter came across
the state once a month

or more to visit. We
really miss those
visits! But hope is on
the horizon with the
vaccine in sight. Besides
that, Joe Biden promised he would kill the
virus!”
Judge WALTER J. “JERRY”
FORD, who is retired,
says he is “blessed
with good health and
all body parts in fairly
good working order.”
He still does mediations
covering “any legal
problem you can think
of and that require
me to keep up with all
statutory changes and
appellate decisions.”
He tells a true story:
“After college I really
wanted to go to work
for Procter & Gamble
and was able to get an
interview. I had to go to
Baltimore. I didn’t mind
that. As fate would
have it, they didn’t hire
me. It bothered me for
years, until one day I
was listening to President George H.W. Bush
being interviewed. He
told of wanting to go to
work for P&G when he
got out of college. They
turned him down. Ever
since then I stopped
worrying because then
I knew I was in good
company. President
Bush said it was Procter
& Gamble’s loss, and I
agree for both of us.”
BILL GRIESAR’S name just
preceded mine alphabetically through UVA
undergraduate and
Law School, and he is
a superb, relaxed correspondent. He told
of growing up in the
Naples, Fla., area where
I now live. His dad
worked for the Collier
family as it so intelligently developed the
southwestern Florida
county that bears their
name. He credits MORT
CAPLIN ’40’S mastery of
the 1954 tax code and
teaching it to him (I
was in the same class,
missing it) as enabling
him to pose as a tax
expert in the smaller
New York City firm he
started with, catapulting him into corporate acquisition. And

then, “at age 52, to vice
president and general
counsel of Rockefeller
University, a huge,
complex scientific institution, unlike any other
university.” He called
the time “the happiest and most rewarding of my years of law
practice.”
BRENT HIGGINBOTHAM

lives in Bumpass, Va.,
a place I only heard
of from Pennsylvania
friends who vacation
happily there. I did a
Google Maps search of
[his address] and found
a corner lot on Lake
Anna. Brent says: “We
are located about equidistant from UVA (knee
surgery, reunions, football games and DOUG
MACKALL’S estate) and
Fredericksburg (bypass
surgery and upcoming
COVID vaccination)
and about 40 miles
north of Richmond.
Historically Bumpass
(a family name) was
a rail freight depot in
the 1930s, serving a
local factory manufacturing wooden ice
cream spoons and
tongue depressors
(remember them?).
They used wood from
native sweetgum trees
because it was tasteless.
Bumpass’ post office is
one of several serving
the nuclear impoundment Lake Anna, which
extends about 20 miles
through three counties.
Doris and I live alone in
our home on the north
side of Spotsylvania
County, and, yes, our
driveway is my name.
We welcome any and
all to stop by for some
of Doris’ South Carolina sweet potato casserole. We have a son in
Richmond, a daughter
in Fredericksburg and
another son in Fairfax,
and seven grandchildren. We feel blessed
to have them visit frequently and to all
enjoy reasonably good
health.”
STU JAY’S honey-voiced

wife of 32 years, Paula,
answered the phone
and called Stu to a delightful chat. We remi-

nisced about him rescuing me from basic
training at Fort Knox
during the Christmas
of 1958 for bourbon
and branch water at
his then-wife’s parents’
warm, cozy Louisville, Ky., home. Eve,
now gone, was a pal at
Sweet Briar College of
Lee Haskell, my regular
date in law school. She
went on to work for the
CIA and marry GEORGE
G. VEST IV. Stu said his
years on the bench
hearing matrimonial
matters were secured
by a uniformed sheriff
seated next to him.
MICHAEL KAPLAN wrote:
“Harriet and I have
been locked away in our
Manhattan apartment
since March 17, leaving
only for food shopping,
doctors and the pharmacy; the apartment
is just big enough we
don’t get on each other’s
nerves. I saw John Merchant’s obit. John lived
across the hall from me.
I thought he was a fine
human being. I invited
him to parties, but he’d
never go. I didn’t understand.” Years later during a trip to Charlottesville, he learned: “John
had been there just the
week before to speak to
the Black Law Students
Association. He told
them that he felt very
lonely and isolated as
the only Black student
in the school. I then
understood why he
would never accept my
invitations. It’s hard to
believe I was so naive.”
ANDREW KAUL IV, by mere

chance, walked up the
steps to Clark Hall and
registered for our first
year just as TOM SOUTTER
and I did. Andy was a
hero at the Hill School
(a boarding school in
Pennsylvania), where
I was a zero, but I
knew him, and Tom
was a college roommate. So I introduced
them and, right off the
bat, they hit it off and
decided to seek rooms
together, not in the pits
of the law dorms with
me. Both left after one
semester. Andy’s father,
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IN MEMORIAM:
JOHN PAUL JONES ’48,
NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER AND UVA ARENA NAMESAKE
JOHN PAUL “JACK” JONES ’48,

a World War II veteran,
successful attorney and newspaper publisher—and a
lover of basketball, for whom UVA’s John Paul Jones
Arena is named—died Nov. 20. He was 100.
“He was beloved by many and he loved the Hoos,”
Virginia Director of Athletics Carla Williams said. “I’ll
never forget the pure joy I saw in him for UVA and our
men’s basketball program at the [2019] Final Four.”
After completing an undergraduate degree at
Vanderbilt University in 1941, the San Antonio native
joined the U.S. Navy and served in World War II. In
1946, Jones entered the Law School and earned a
J.D. in 1948, subsequently starting a law practice in
Memphis that specialized in interstate commerce
and labor law.
But Jones also had newspaper ink in his blood.
Jones’ grandfather, Charles L. Berlin, had helped start
what became the Memphis Daily News—originally
known as the Daily Abstract of Transfers—in 1886.
Jones’ mother took over as publisher in 1909, before
handing the reins to Jones in 1960. He worked at the
newspaper until 1994.
Jones considered himself a “history junkie.” He
had a strong interest in American history, especially
the friendship between two of America’s founding
fathers, Thomas Jefferson and naval officer John
Paul Jones (no relation), which he learned of when
he was a law student in Charlottesville.
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In his retirement, Jones focused on philanthropic
activities. Among many endeavors, he served on the
board of the Memphis Literacy Council, the American
Cancer Society and Future Memphis.
In 1996, Jones’ sons, Paul Tudor Jones II
(College ’76) and Peter Schutt, endowed a scholarship
in his honor at the University of Memphis School
of Journalism. Paul Tudor Jones later donated $35
million in his father’s name as the lead gift for UVA’s
John Paul Jones Arena.
In a 2016 interview with The Daily Progress, Paul
Tudor Jones said his father became a basketball
“fanatic” after his mother was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease.
“There’s no doubt in my mind that he’s alive today
because of Virginia basketball and Memphis Grizzlies
[NBA] basketball,” Tudor Jones said. “It literally is
what keeps him going.”
John Paul Jones Arena opened on Nov. 12, 2006,
with John Paul Jones accepting the ceremonial game
ball prior to the Cavalier men’s basketball team’s 93-90
win over Arizona.
“Jack had an extraordinary love for the University—
and UVA basketball,” said Barry Parkhill, Virginia’s
associate athletic director for development. “He
always had that special twinkle in his eyes. He was
a great American.”
—Whitelaw Reid

grandfather and greatgrandfather had been
Yale men. However,
Andy was a three-time
national prep school
wrestling champion.
He went to the University of Michigan, where
he was two-time NCAA
All-American wrestler and team captain.
After his first semester
at the Law School, he
studied German at the
University of Munich.
Returning to his home
in St. Mary’s, Pa., he
began a career at Speer
Carbon and, on a joint
project with Jacques
Cousteau and the U.S.
Navy, developed an air
mixture for deep-sea
diving. In the late 1960s
he began working with
the electronics division of Airco/Speer and
built a manufacturing
facility in Singapore.
His accomplishments
and charitable generosities were legendary
and many. He died Aug.
26, 2011, survived by a
wife, Margaret, three
children and several
grandchildren.
DOUG MACKALL said:
“Retired to Charlottesville to watch football
and basketball games.
Not allowed to watch
now. Did get to see
Virginia win national
championships in baseball and basketball. Remember being a lifeguard at Mount Vernon
Inn and BILL EDWARDS
putting on diving exhibitions. There were
great parties at Fry’s
Spring Club.”
WILLIAM O’CONNOR sadly
pointed out the list of
class members that included his wife, SYLVIA G.
O’CONNOR, needed correction. After a long and
courageous battle, she
died of cancer in 1976.
TOM OTIS called but, with
his highly proper New
England modesty (his
father a judge, mother
of Makepeace ancestry), did not gloat
that two of the fleet of
ushers at his marriage
to Mina Ellis, the boss’
daughter at Choate Hall
and Stewart, continue

to control his law class
secretaryship. I remember meeting him at
lunch our first year and
marveling at his maturity, as he was just back
from Korea—seemingly
age 50! Our third year
we were apartment
mates overlooking the
14th hole at Farmington Country Club, and
he still seemed 50. He
invited my lady Kathy
O’Dea and me to return
to South Dartmouth to
play Round Hill again—
as TED TORRANCE has.
He was good humored
and charming as ever,
still a youthful age
50, unchanged. (Disclosure: at Tom’s
wedding, I met, and
later married, a bridesmaid, Helen “Nell”
Fisher, who graduated
from Wellesley in 1957
and was Mina’s pal in
the Harvard M.A.T.
[Master of Arts in
Teaching] program. We
had a daughter, son and
six grandkids, and after
35 years, divorced.)

BEN PHIPPS had and
is having a jubilant
time, first confined,
but socially distanced,
with Mrs. J.J. Wilson
(pictured), a striking,
lovely younger lawyer.
He sent another
picture, smiling
midst his camellias in
Tallahassee, Fla., where
vaccine priorities
go first not to health
workers but to lawyers.
So, he got an early shot
and recently rattled
off names of political
figures he deals with
by the dozens in Vero
Beach to impress
retired secretary TED
TORRANCE.
BILL SHANDS returned

my stamped postcard
with a note. He’s in a
long-term care facility
and has no other news
to share.

THOMAS DOUGLAS SOUTTER ’62,

my slob undergraduate roommate in the Phi
Gamma Delta house at
UVA, tied me for worst
grades and LSATs to be
admitted to our class.
He dropped out after
the first semester to
attend the Navy’s Officer
Candidate School and
marry. He returned to
UVA Law, made the
Law Review and was the
top of the Class of 1962.
He practiced with Breed
Abbot & Morgan in New
York, went to Harvard
Business School, and
then was vice president
and general counsel of
Textron, as the thirdmost-highly compensated GC in the U.S. He
chaired Law School
alumni giving efforts
and was a supporter
of many charities, proposed by me to be a
member of Farmington Country Club; vacationed in Vero Beach,
Fla.; and lived in Barrington, Rhode Island.
He died Sept. 30, 2013, at
78, and is survived by his
widow, Virginia; three
children; and six grandchildren.
KARL VELDE’S news:
“Sandra and I are trying
to stay healthy. We
moved to Vero Beach
five years ago from Lake
Forest, Ill., and are really
enjoying life in Florida.
We celebrated our 25th
wedding anniversary on
May 26, but nothing else
special due to COVID.”
JESSE STRINGER VOGTLE,

impeccable in demeanor and dress,
quiet and unobtrusive,
belied his UVA college
triumphs, where he
led the Sigma Alpha
Epsilon house, home to
jocks, sweat, spilt beer,
noise and parties, ricocheting footballs and lacrosse balls, and where
he was elected to the Eli
Banana Marching Band
and Phi Beta Kappa. A
Southern gentleman
from Birmingham,
Ala., he was rush chairman of Phi Alpha Delta,
elected to the Raven
Society, an advertising
manager of the Virginia Law Weekly and

Professor Neill Alford’s
student assistant. From
1958 to 1969 he practiced with a large Birmingham firm; then
he joined his client,
Alabama Power Co., as
vice president, later executive vice president,
general counsel and a
director. He served as
chair of the Birmingham Better Business
Association and the
Downtown YMCA; he
was a leader at the Birmingham Zoo and the
United Way and held
other business, charitable and social positions. He died Dec. 12,
2016, at age 82, survived
by Alline Brown Vogtle,
his wife of 54 years; a
son; daughter; and eight
grandchildren. His was
a life well-lived!

lican Bucks County, Pa.,
and anxious to meet and
greet. The Christmas
program ran late, so Michener’s talk consisted
of his reciting a haiku—
three lines, 17 syllables—
then sitting down.)
Lowell writes:
“Living quietly in Connecticut with my wife
Claudia. The big 90 is
next year.”

Unquestionably the
most prominent and
politically successful member of our
class is LOWELL PALMER
WEICKER JR. Born in
Paris, educated at Lawrenceville and Yale, he
served as a lieutenant in
the Army before entering our class. He served
as U.S. representative,
senator and 85th governor of Connecticut and
unsuccessfully sought
the Republican nomination for president.
He built his reputation
challenging Richard
Nixon during Watergate at age 42, as a junior
senator. He says Republicans in Congress are
afraid to do the same
with Trump. “The Republican Party we know
today is nowhere near
the Republican Party
of my lifetime. It’s just
not. It’s way over to the
right.” (Weicker’s lieutenant governor was
Eunice B. Strong Groark,
who ran unsuccessfully
to follow him as governor. In her last year
at Bryn Mawr College,
Eunice accompanied
LARRY GRIM to the first
and last Perkasie Rotary
Club’s Cultural Committee event, to which
Larry, as chairman, had
lured author James A.
Michener as speaker.
Michener was running
as a Democrat in Repub-

SWAN YERGER called in a
deep, sweet, Southern
voice I thought I’d heard
before. We chatted
about our careers. For
38 years he was a lawyer
and 14 years a circuit
court judge trying cases,
having been appointed
by the governor of
Alabama. We quizzed
each other on our lives,
and he confirmed a suspicion: His Yerger ancestors were, like I am,
of “Pennsylvania Dutch”
extraction, coming from
Germany in the 1700s to
Bucks County. As he told
of their migration to the
South and his namesake
grandfather, William
Swan Yerger, fighting
for the South in the Civil
War in Jackson, Miss., I
told of two great-granduncle Yankees who
were killed. We talked
of Birmingham lawyer-humorist HOBART
MCWHORTER, the Law
School and the Libel
Show. My role was
as a corpse, captured
jumping off a gurney in
skivvies photographed
by BILL BUNTING for the
Barrister, but Swan
was the real headline performer, playing
“Gummy” Nash. ’Twas
Professor Charles Patterson Nash who made
Evidence class pleasant
and relaxed and permanently instructive.
“Ahhhh, Gennilmaann,

HENRY W. WILLIAMS, JR. re-

turned my postcard with
the news that his fifth
daughter moved from
San Francisco to Miami.
Why? Her two sons
sail avidly. Henry has
“mostly stopped practice: limiting it to social
advice at parties.” We’ll
expect more details on
his retirement for the
next class notes.

it doddn’t matter.” That
splendid hero had an
arm shot by German
pilots, flying a bi-wing
plane in World War I;
he crash-landed and
German doctors amputated the arm but saved
his life, inspiring his
charitable nature! A Phi
Gam brother dated and
married his daughter,
and I dated her Hollins
College pal. I’ll never
forget that most kindly
Southern gentleman
professor and his wonderful, softest accent
that Swan brought back
to mind!
Finally, secretarial badinage: In recent years,
TED TORRANCE has complained of the diminishing number of birdies
on golf courses, and
I’ve repeatedly exhorted him to subscribe
to an Audubon column
written by a retired
judge, my cousin Hart
Rufe, who lives not far
from Ted. I wrote:
“Ted, hopeless
though the cause is to
interest you in birdies,
Frank Gallagher, a past
president of the Bucks
County Bar Association (who appointed
me chair of the History
Committee in 1982 for
life—in which capacity I produced Volume
I in 2003 and am about
to hatch Volume II)
quizzes Hart Rufe,
birder extraordinaire,
on birds nesting near
sewage plants in your
backyard. My political
rise to fame was occasioned by successfully
chairing my cousin’s
winning contested judge
race as a D in R Bucks
County and being rewarded with the biggest
political plum in local
politics: solicitor of
Bucks County Water &
Sewer Authority! So, I
know sewers! Gallagher,
Judge Rufe and I (now,
senior past president)
teamed up to write
about 45 wall-texts for
judges’ portraits in the
new judicial center in
Doylestown, Pa.
“I pray retirement is
at last restful for you and
more so for Connie!
“If up to it, click on

Masked Booby column
below and be educated.”
HTTP://BIT.LY/CLASSNOTES58

The last word belongs
to Ted:
“Larry: I think the
entire class of UVA Law
’58 (to the extent extant)
would be fascinated
by the Masked Booby
column, and even more
so by your obviously
extensive experience
in the world of sewers.
The Florida Treasure
Coast has had a penchant over the years
for placing sewer treatment plants in, shall we
say, unfortunate locations. Every time I travel
from our home to downtown Vero Beach I must
pass, at the west end of
the bridge joining my
barrier island to the
mainland, the local plant
which was for many
years known affectionately as ‘The Big Fart,’ a
guaranteed tourist attraction over the last
umpty-ump years…. I
look forward to the next
issue of UVA Lawyer.
Best regards, Ted.
That concludes the
maiden effort of your new
scribe. Thanks go to all
who sent news for me to
share. I would greatly appreciate contact info on
anyone whose name you
did not see above. They
are out there, and I need
help tracing! Thanks!
—LARRY GRIM,
(215) 896-1120
jlawrencegrimjr@
gmail.com

1959
EDWIN J. RAFAL continues

to act as counsel with
Ruloff, Swain, Haddad,
Morecock, Talbert
& Woodward, a Virginia Beach firm. This
year marks his 61st in
practice.

1960
WALTER A. BOSSERT JR. died

in October. Bossert
was born in Manhattan on Oct. 5, 1932. He
graduated Columbia
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IN MEMORIAM:
ALBERT R. TURNBULL ’62
LAUNCHED CAREERS OF GENERATIONS OF LAWYERS
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here,” Turnbull said in a story marking his retirement. “The logistics of handling that were exploding.”
During the 1970s, the school created two assistant dean roles,
for career services and financial aid, and continued to hire more
staff over the years.
One of the candidates Turnbull often said he was proud to admit
was JIM RYAN ’92, now president of UVA. Ryan had already been
accepted to Yale and Harvard
when Turnbull called to ask
him to consider attending Virginia, with help from a fulltuition Hardy Cross Dillard
Scholarship (now the KarshDillard Scholarship), a program Turnbull spearheaded
to help recruit elite prospects
with financial support from
ANTHONY PILARO ’60, who also
founded the Ron Brown Scholar Program. After Ryan visited
Virginia, Turnbull sealed the
deal.
“I owe much of my professional and personal life to
Dean Turnbull, as attending
UVA introduced me not just
to the study and eventual
teaching of the law, but also
to lifelong friends and my wife,
Katie, a UVA classmate,” said
Ryan, who later served as
professor and vice dean at the
Law School. “Dean Turnbull
was as kind as he was smart,
and I will miss him dearly, as
I know so many others will
as well.”
Turnbull’s longtime friend
and fishing partner Professor
Alex Johnson said the dean
was “ecstatic” to have played
a role in recruiting Ryan and
Provost LIZ MAGILL ’95.
Johnson called Turnbull
the “founding father of modern-day admissions.”
“People looked at him and
the way he ran admissions as a
model—a meticulous way to do it, to do it fairly, do it efficiently, do it
with the right thoughts in mind and with the right ideals, including
diversifying the legal profession. He had the utmost integrity and
the utmost faith in LSAC and the admissions process.”
At their 40th reunion in 2002, on the eve of Turnbull’s retirement, the Class of 1962 honored Turnbull by renaming its class
scholarship The Class of 1962 Albert R. Turnbull Scholarship.
Turnbull’s son, ALBERT W. TURNBULL ’88, now associate general
counsel and partner at Hogan Lovells, joined his father as a graduate
of the school, as did Turnbull’s niece, JANET TURNBULL ’04, a Justice
Department attorney.
In addition to the scholarship, the Law School also named the
Albert R. Turnbull Unrestricted Endowment in his honor.
—Mary Wood
UVA LAW ARCHIVES/LAW SCHOOL FOUNDATION

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF LAW

Former Associate Dean for Admissions and Placement ALBERT
R. TURNBULL ’62, who admitted and helped shape generations of
lawyers at the Law School, died Jan. 25. He was 83.
When he retired in 2002 as professor emeritus, Turnbull was
estimated to have admitted 80% of living alumni of the school—
more than 13,000 students. During his 36-year career at UVA
leading admissions and career placement efforts, as well as
teaching professional ethics
and responsibility courses,
he also influenced law school
admissions nationally through
his various roles at the Law
School Admission Council. In
1972, Turnbull worked on the
three-person subcommittee
that created the Law School
Data Assembly Service, a tool
that admissions offices at every American law school use
to evaluate an applicant’s transcript, GPA, LSAT scores and
other factors. Later, he was a
member of LSAC’s Board of
Trustees when the organization decided to break from Educational Testing Services and
administer the LSAT alone.
“For thousands of applicants, Al Turnbull was the
face of the Law School,” said
Professor JOHN C. JEFFRIES JR. ’73,
who was dean when Turnbull
retired. “He was always humane and caring. He treated
each and every applicant as
an individual deserving of
respect, and they repaid him
with admiration and gratitude.”
A native of Virginia Beach,
Va., and a graduate of Princeton University, Turnbull was
a standout student at the Law
School. He won the William
Minor Lile Moot Court competition with his classmate
and close friend, CHARLES
KIDD ’62. After graduation, he
clerked for Judge T.J. MICHIE 1921 of the U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Virginia, and then served as a trial and appellate
attorney for two years in Norfolk, Virginia. (That work eventually
led Turnbull to argue Warden v. Hayden at the U.S. Supreme Court
in 1967. The case established a “hot pursuit” exception for broad
searches under the Fourth Amendment.)
Dean HARDY CROSS DILLARD ’27 then called him back to the Law
School to both teach and lead the admissions and placement effort.
Initially assisted only by a cadre of faculty members, Turnbull
oversaw a revolution in how admissions, career placement and
financial aid worked. Turnbull’s own Class of 1962 only had 566
applicants. By 1966, his first year in admissions, the applicant pool
expanded to 1,841, and kept growing. Employers took notice as well.
“We were getting more and more employers wanting to recruit

College with a Bachelor of Arts in economics
and was a member of
the John Jay Society for
over 40 years. Bossert
served in the U.S. Air
Force from 1954-57
as a lieutenant commander and top-secret
security officer during
the Korean War—most
notably at Mount Rushmore’s Strategic Air
Command Base during
the Suez Canal Crisis
of 1956.
After serving in the
military, he attended
the Law School. Bossert
joined Gould & Wilkie
on Wall Street and
practiced for 34 years,
19 as senior partner.
Founded in 1892, Gould
& Wilkie was perhaps
best known as the firm
where Judge Learned
Hand practiced before
his appointment to the
federal bench. During
Bossert’s tenure, he
was general counsel
to several well-known
corporations, including
Associated Dry Goods
and their principal
division, Lord & Taylor,
Tiffany & Co., and
Central Hudson Gas &
Electric Co.
In 1980, Bossert,
along with his partner,
Davison Grant, and renowned lawyer Telford
Taylor, chief prosecutor
of the Nuremberg Trials,
successfully argued the
landmark First Amendment case Central
Hudson Gas & Electric
v. Public Service Commission of the State of
New York before the U.S.
Supreme Court.
Until the day he
passed away at age 88,
Bossert remained an
active member of both
the New York City and
Supreme Court of the
United States bar associations as well as of
counsel to Thompson
& Hine, Gould & Wilkie’s successor. He was
an avid music lover and
historian who was instrumental in establishing Lyrica Chamber
Music with his wife,
classical pianist Mariel
Bossert. The awardwinning series included collaborations
with the Emerson, Lark

and Muir String Quartets and presidential
“musical playlets” authored by Bossert.
Bossert is survived by
his wife, Mariel; son,
William; daughters,
Ellen and Laura;
daughters-in-law,
Barbara Bossert and
Suzanne Woolston
Bossert; son-inlaw, Terry King; his
grandson, Christopher;
and granddaughters,
Brooke and Kaitlin.

1962
On July 28, MURRAY
STOPHLET SIMPSON JR.

died of complications
of a stroke. He was
83. Simpson grew up
in Chevy Chase, Md.,
and attended Landon
School. In 1959 he graduated from Princeton
University and that
summer married Cora
Straughan of Heathsville, Va. After law
school he accepted a
position at the UCLA
School of Law teaching a course in legal
research and writing.
He also worked at
O’Melveny & Myers and
subsequently joined
Sutherland Asbill &
Brennan in Washington, D.C. Later, Simpson
became a partner at
Pope Ballard & Loos,
specializing in tax and
administrative law and
estate planning.
In 1975, Simpson
took a leave of absence
from the firm to join his
brother in running
Super Concrete when
their father became ill.
With that change of
profession came his long
involvement in the
ready-mix concrete
industry, serving in
leadership capacities in
Merit, Evered Bardon
and U.S. Concrete. He
was chairman of the
National Ready Mixed
Concrete Association
from 1994 to 1997.
Simpson held a
strong belief in the value
of excellence in education and was a supporter
of the schools he and
his wife attended. He
was a benefactor also of

the schools attended by
his children and grandchildren. Always an
advocate of sound governance, he chaired or
was active on various
planning and zoning
committees in Montgomery County, Md. He
served as president of
two neighborhood citizens associations, Wood
Acres in Bethesda,
where he and Cora lived
and raised their family,
and Seabreak in Bethany
Beach, Del., where he
loved to summer with
his family. He is survived by his devoted
wife, Cora; their sons,
Walker (and wife,
Lauren) of Kensington,
Md., and Scott (Jane) of
Corrales, N.M.; and his
grandchildren, Catherine (Dylan), Quinn,
Ben, Walker, Caroline
and William.

1963
THAD LONG wrote a novel,

“The Impossible Mock
Orange Trial,” based on
a case he tried that received a good deal of
local and national attention. [UVA Law Professor Emeritus] PETER
LOW penned a review
on Amazon. Long has
decades of practice handling difficult trials and
other matters for defendants and plaintiffs in a
changing litigious environment. He has consistently been listed in Best
Lawyers in America for
about 30 years for his
abilities in nine different
areas of expertise and is
also an elected member
of the American Law Institute. He has recently
been honored with the
Lifetime Achievement
Award from Marquis’
Who’s Who in America.
Long has written and
will shortly publish
memoirs of his life and
career.

1964
DAPRAY MUIR’S book,

“The Functions of
Government,” covers
the many aspects of

governments, from
war and defense to
museums and culture. It
includes examples from
around the world, as
well as examples from
ancient and medieval
history. Muir has
served on the boards
of the International
Federation of Institutes
of Advanced Study and
the Trust for Museum
Exhibitions. He also
served as president of
the Washington Foreign
Law Society and is
currently a member
of the Washington
Institute of Foreign
Affairs.

DAVID O. WHITTEMORE

shared that he “hung up
my shingle in 2019. Now
I can observe bad news
from my home!”

1967
DAVID FITZPATRICK died at
his home in Sun City
West, Ariz., on Sept.
1. Born in Montclair,
N.J., he graduated from
Montclair High School
and Princeton University before attending
UVA Law.
After graduating,
Fitzpatrick practiced
in a Manhattan law
firm for three years
before striking out on
his own. He specialized
in entertainment law
and handled litigation
in copyright, trademark
and an extended series
of federal criminal
trials involving offshore
banking. He promoted
rock ’n’ roll concerts
(including 1974’s
“largest indoor concert
in the world,” Alice
Cooper in São Paulo,
Brazil), managed acts
(Kool and the Gang,
The Stairsteps) and
produced theater on
Broadway (Broadway
Opry ’79 at the St.
James Theater).
In 1981, Fitzpatrick
met his wife, Jenny, in
Denver. It was love at
first sight, according
to his family, and he
moved to Reno, Nev.,
to be close to her,
becoming executive

director of the Reno
Rodeo (even though
he’d never seen a
rodeo before taking
the position). He later
served as director
of marketing for the
Nevada Commission
on Tourism and taught
copyright law at the Old
College School of Law.
He also went back to
event promotion, cofounding Hot August
Nights, producing
rodeos around the
Western states and
promoting the Virginia
City Camel Races, Kit
Carson Rendezvous,
Truckee Lions Sled Dog
Races and the Nevada
State Fair.
The couple retired
to Arizona in 2004. An
avid golfer, his lifetime
goal was “to shoot his
age.” Fitzpatrick is
survived by his wife,
four children and
six grandchildren.

WILLIAM HOWELL was
elected to the board of
directors of the Virginia
War Memorial. Howell
represented Virginia’s
28th District in the
commonwealth’s
House of Delegates for
almost 30 years, from
1992 until 2018. He
also served 15 years as
speaker of the house—
the second-longest
serving speaker in state
history. During his
tenure, Howell played
a critical role in the
General Assembly’s
strategic investment in
education, economic
development and
mental health services.
Of his many legislative
achievements, one of
his most notable was
House Bill 2313 in 2013,
a major transportation
initiative passed with
bipartisan support.
Howell helped preserve
several state parks
through his passion
and support of land
conservation.

1968
RAYMOND DONALD BATTOCCHI

of Round Hill, Va., died
Nov. 4 at 78 due to surgical complications.
Battocchi was born on
May 15, 1942, in Springfield, Mass. He was the
son of an immigrant
from Northern Italy
who founded a lucrative knife-sharpening
business that held five
patents, and a loving
mother who was a
devoted homemaker.
He was raised in Hartford, Conn., where he
attended Weaver High
School as an outstanding athlete and scholar,
and as senior class president. He completed
a bachelor’s degree at
Amherst College. While
there, he received the
commendation for the
most improved student,
where he was also cocaptain of the football team and awarded
honors. He received the
Woods Travis Prize for
outstanding excellence
in culture and faithfulness to duty as a scholar.
He remained an active
Amherst alumnus, most
recently as president of
his class and chairman
of his 55th reunion.
Battocchi was
drafted by a semi-pro
football team, but opted
to teach at Deerfield
Academy, prompting
him to pursue a legal
education at the Law
School. During this time,
he received a number
of honors, including
Order of the Coif, Raven
Society and Omicron
Delta Kappa. After law
school, he volunteered
for the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights
in the South, which
included being an observer of an election in
Mississippi.
He served with
distinction at the
Department of Justice
from 1968-77, primarily
in the appellate civil
section. He practiced
with Cole & Groner
in Washington, D.C.,
for 12 years, before
joining Gabeler,
Battocchi, Griggs &
Powell in McLean, Va.,
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IN MEMORIAM:
RENNARD STRICKLAND ’65 S.J.D. ’71,
NATIVE AMERICAN LAW PIONEER
RENNARD STRICKLAND ’65 S.J.D. ’71, a pioneer in the move-

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF LAW

ment for Native rights and a legal historian, died
Jan. 5. He was 80.
Born in Muskogee, Okla., Strickland was of Osage
and Cherokee heritage. In a career that spanned
teaching and leading numerous law schools, he served
as dean of four: the University of Tulsa, Southern Illinois University, Oklahoma City University and the
University of Oregon.
He was most recently senior scholar in
residence at the University of Oklahoma
Law Center, where
he helped introduce
Indian Law into the
University’s legal curriculum. The author,
editor or co-editor of
47 books and 208 essays, book chapters
and articles, he was
frequently cited by
courts and scholars
for his work as revision editor-in-chief
of “Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian
Law,” considered the
authoritative text on
the subject.
“Rennard—a legal
historian, institutional leader, teacher
and arts patron—was
himself a historic figure in the movement
for the recognition of
Native rights, a movement that informed
virtually his entire
professional life,”
said Professor LINDSAY
G. ROBERTSON ’86, the
Chickasaw Nation Endowed Chair in Native
American Law at the University of Oklahoma College
of Law. Robertson succeeded Strickland in his founding role as faculty director of the Center for the Study
of American Indian Law and Policy at the school.
Strickland was the first and only person to have
served as both the president of the Association of
American Law Schools and as the chair of the Law
School Admissions Council. He was honored by both
the Society of American Law Teachers with their
annual teaching award and the American Bar Association’s “Spirit of Excellence” Award, and was a
member of the American Law Institute. In 2012, he
received the Robert Kutakes’ Award, presented by
the American Bar Association in recognition of his
substantial contributions to legal education and the
active practice of law.

In 1992, he was appointed chair of the Osage Constitutional Commission by U.S. Judge James O. Ellison
of the Northern District of Oklahoma. Strickland was
involved in the resolution of a number of significant
Indian cases, including testifying on behalf of the
Muskogee Nation and against the state of Oklahoma
in the case that established the rights of American
Indian tribes to engage in gaming.
At UVA, Strickland
competed in the Jessup International
Moot Court finals
with his classmate
JOSEPH FLEMING ’65,
with the pair finishing second in the final
round. Strickland was
named “Best Oralist”
and Virginia’s team
captured the award
for best brief. His moot
court career came on
the heels of a prolific
debating career in high
school, and in college
at Northeastern State
University in Tahlequah. He also held an
M.A. from the University of Arkansas and
honorary doctorates
from Valparaiso University, Northeastern
State University and
Bacone College.
Strickland told the
University of Oklahoma’s Sooner Magazine that his favorite
law professor said he
should go into legal
education to change
the way it was taught.
“Legal education
has changed since
then,” Strickland
said in the interview. When he began teaching law,
“women and minorities were told to write about
‘mainstream law,’ not about minorities or women or
even social and cultural issues. That non-traditional
scholarship, we were told, was for ‘after tenure.’ I
decided I didn’t care to have my academic menu
selected by others.”
In 2004, Strickland spoke at UVA Law on the Native American struggle, an event sponsored by the
Center for the Study of Race and Law and the Student
Legal Forum.
Strickland also was a philanthropist in the arts, and
donated art collections to institutions in Oklahoma
and Arizona.
—Mary Wood

specializing in litigation
for 12 years. He was
selected in 2006 and
2007 to Super Lawyers.
He tried countless
cases, and briefed and
argued numerous cases
before the U.S. Court
of Appeals. He paid his
football years forward
by representing former
NFL players when
financial fraud had been
perpetrated against
them, or in general
business matters.
One of his proudest
accomplishments was
prevailing in a case
before the U.S. Supreme
Court (Booz v. Barry
in 1988). His volunteer
activities included pro
bono representation
for the Public Citizen
organization, pro bono
representation of an
employee of the Army
Corps of Engineers,
serving as an officer for
the Loudoun County
Democratic Committee
and serving as president
of the McLean Bar in
2019.
Battocchi is survived
by his devoted wife of 14
years, Minda McCabe;
sons, Adam (and wife
Leigh Ann) and Brian
(Caitlin); stepdaughters, Sarah and Sandra
McCabe; granddaughter, Maggie; and brother,
Ronald.

ROBERT PANNELL re-

cently retired as an
adjunct professor at
Emory University Law
School, where he taught
Venture Capital and
other business courses
for 10 years.

J. RUTLEDGE YOUNG JR.

is in his 10th year as
special counsel at Duffy
& Young, where he
concentrates on business dispute resolution.
Young’s son, Rutledge
III (College ’93), cofounded the Charleston,
S.C., firm in 2007.

1970
MYRON STEELE ’70 LL.M. ’04

was recognized by the
Delaware State Bar As80
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sociation with the first
State Distinguished
Service Award. Additionally, the summer
2020 edition of Senior
Lawyer News, published by the Virginia State Bar, recognizes Steele as one
of its 50-Year Award
Recipients.
Steele is the former
chief justice of the
Supreme Court of
Delaware and currently
a partner with Potter
Anderson in Dover
and Wilmington.
Before serving on the
Supreme Court, Steele
served as a judge of
the superior court and
a vice chancellor of
the Delaware Court
of Chancery and had
a private litigation
practice for 18 years.
While on the court, he
presided over major
corporate litigation,
and LLC and limited
partner governance
disputes, and he
continues to write
frequently on issues of
corporate document
interpretation and
corporate governance.

1971
HIRSCHEL ABBOTT was recognized in 2021 Louisiana Super Lawyers.
Abbott practices with
Stone Pigman Walther
Wittmann in New
Orleans.

MICHAEL FONTHAM was

recognized in 2021
Louisiana Super
Lawyers as a top lawyer
in the state. Fontham
practices with Stone
Pigman Walther
Wittmann in New
Orleans.

The American Bar
Association published
the third edition of
the best-selling “The
Military Divorce
Handbook,” by MARK E.
SULLIVAN. The book is
now over 12,000 pages
in two volumes. Sullivan
practices family law in
Raleigh, N.C.

1972

1974

GEORGE HOUSE was recognized as an industry
leader in the environmental litigation category of North Carolina
Super Lawyers. House
practices with Brooks
Pierce in Greensboro.

DOUGLAS M. BRANSON LL.M.

DAVID CRAIG LANDIN established the Landin
Law Group, which
has a primary office
in Richmond, Va.

published “Major
League Turbulence:
Baseball in the Era of
Drug Use, Labor Strife,
and Black Power, 19681988,” with McFarland
in March. Branson is
now retired and holds
the W. Edward Sell
Chair in Business Law
and is professor emeritus of law at the University of Pittsburgh School
of Law. He spends time
at his homes in Shelter
Island, N.Y., and Vero
Beach, Fla.

1973
CHARLES C. ADAMS JR. continues in the full-time
practice of law as worldwide co-head of international arbitration
at Orrick, Herrington
& Sutcliffe, based in
Geneva.

FRANKLIN FLIPPIN, a

partner at Gentry Locke
in Roanoke, was selected
by Virginia Lawyers
Weekly as one of “Virginia’s Go To Lawyers”
in business law.

DON GASINK writes, “Nine

loving, handsome, beautiful, kind, sincere and
fun grandchildren are
the thrills of my life.”

FRANK C. MORRIS JR. serves
as general counsel of the
National Cooperative
Business AssociationCooperative League
United States, the
apex organization for
cooperatives. He is also
senior shareholder at
Epstein Becker & Green,
where he co-chairs
the national ADA and
public accommodations
group and heads the
employment labor and
workforce management
practice in the
Washington, D.C., office.

DICK EKFELT died unex-

pectedly Jan. 10 after
a brief illness. Ekfelt
lived in Falls Church,
Va., for the last 36 years
of his life, “but the
Midwest never left this
tall slender Nebraskan,”
his loved ones report.
His natural warmth, his
friendly, open disposition and innate kindness
charmed those who met
him. Ekfelt also “had
a healthy dose of Midwestern skepticism and
stubborn resolve and a
wry, irreverent humor
tucked into that sweet
persona.”
Ekfelt was born and
raised in Omaha and
graduated from Omaha
North High in 1967.
During his childhood,
he was steeped in sports
culture. His dad was
a high school biology
teacher, but first and
foremost a coach—the
first high school wrestling coach to be named
to the National Wrestling Hall of Fame. It
is no surprise that at 11
years old, Ekfelt was a
state wrestling champ.
Ekfelt attended Yale
University, where he
was delighted to play
shortstop and second
base on the Yale varsity
baseball team, “a veritable vacuum cleaner
around the keystone,”

according to the school
press, and where he was
honored to be a member
of Skull and Bones. He
graduated from Yale in
1971 and completed his
education with a J.D.
from the Law School.
Ekfelt loved words,
Scrabble and crossword
puzzles. He loved to
write and was a fierce
and unforgiving editor
of all his children’s
papers throughout their
schooling. After a career
as a lawyer and then
trade association executive, he immersed
himself in words as a
freelance editor and was
never so happy.
His other loves included Nebraska football, playing golf, baseball and especially in
recent years, the Washington Nationals.
But more than anything,
his family reports, Ekfelt
loved his wife, Sally; his
daughter, Mikki; and
his two sons, Charlie
and Joey. He married
these boys along with
Sally in 1986. “They
were a package deal—
all three—and he never
ran screaming from the
house—not once—especially not after Mikki
arrived in 1988, completing their family.”

1975
MICHAEL M. LANDA was

awarded the Food
and Drug Administration Alumni Association’s Harvey W. Wiley
Lecture Award. Each
year the awardee presents a lecture at the
Food and Drug Law Institute’s annual meeting.

On June 19, JOE RAPISARDA
retired after serving
as county attorney for
Henrico County, Va., for
38 years. Upon retirement, Rapisarda was
honored by the county
manager and Board of
Supervisors, who named
the section of the Tuckahoe Library that contains legal materials as
the Joseph P. Rapisarda,
Jr. Law Collection.

THOMAS J. WALSH JR. died
at home on Sept. 22,
after a brief battle with
pancreatic cancer. A
true son of Memphis,
Walsh was born on Oct.
22, 1947, and graduated from Kingsbury
High School in 1965.
He left only briefly,
first for college at Yale
University and then for
law school. He married
fellow Kingsbury
graduate Jean McKee in
1969. Tom and Jean led
a storied life together
in Memphis until her
death in 2016 just after
their 47th wedding anniversary. Walsh grew
up attending Berclair
Baptist Church, and
he and Jean raised
their girls at Prescott
Memorial Baptist
Church. He was most
recently an active
member of Shady Grove
Presbyterian Church.
Walsh’s legal career
included both paid
and pro bono cases.
He was employed by
FordHarrison and
named Super Lawyers’
Top Appellate Attorney
in the Mid-South in 2019.
Six of his cases reached
the U.S. Supreme Court,
including decisions
that helped define
the Americans with
Disabilities Act. He
was recognized as an
“Attorney for Justice”
by the Tennessee
Supreme Court in 2018
and 2019. Walsh taught
at the University of
Memphis Law School
and facilitated writing
workshops for both
students and practicing
attorneys.
His was a life of
service. Walsh shared
his gifts as a teacher
and writer, leading
adult Sunday School
classes and mentoring
and tutoring in public
elementary schools. He
was a tireless advocate
for peace and justice
issues, including work
for racial equality,
lifting up refugees and
immigrants, feeding
the hungry and fighting
voter suppression.
The son of a World
War II Navy veteran,
he prioritized telling
veteran stories of those

from “the greatest
generation.” He
volunteered with the
Yale Club of Memphis
and was a charter
member of the National
Civil Rights Museum.
Walsh previously
served on the board
of the Baptist Peace
Fellowship of North
America. He sang in the
choir and served on the
Nurture Team at Shady
Grove Presbyterian
Church.
Tom and Jean spent
most summer nights
watching the Memphis
Redbirds, in section 108.
In addition to a passion
for baseball, according
to his family, Walsh
loved popcorn, movies,
trivia, travel and books.
He was an avid photographer “and kept the
greeting card industry
afloat, sending cards far
and wide.” He enjoyed
live theatre, had season
tickets to Theatre
Memphis, and often
attended performances
at Hattiloo Theatre and
The Orpheum. In his
60s, he learned to kayak,
became a lap swimmer
and went to spin class.
He poured his heart into
the interests of his
daughters and granddaughters, who were his
pride and joy.
Walsh is survived by
his daughters, Courtney
Marsh (husband Peter)
of Fairfax, Va.; and
Meredith Walsh (Kyle
Tingley) of Memphis.
He also leaves four
granddaughters, Molly,
Rebecca, Amelia and
Moxie; they will miss his
stories, his hugs, trips
to the zoo and watching
baseball games together.

1976
JAMES J. LEE, a retired
partner of Vinson
& Elkins who is of
counsel to the firm,
was named as the 2020
Best Lawyers Lawyer of
the Year in bankruptcy
litigation for Dallas/
Fort Worth. He is boardcertified in civil trial law
by the Texas Board of
Legal Specialization.
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of the Australian Football Club the Richmond
Tigers, writes that the
club just won its third
championship in four
consecutive years. The
season was delayed and
then played in hubs for
safety due to COVID19. You can see O’Neal
in “Making Their
Mark,” an Amazon
Prime video about Australian football’s most
challenging year.

VANCE SALTER retired

after 13 years of service
as a judge of the Third
District Court of Appeal
of Florida. Salter and
his wife plan to travel
in the U.S. and spend
more time with their
eight grandchildren.

American College of
Bond Counsel. He joins
15 other lawyers from
across the U.S. who
were elected fellows.
Stalfort serves as
counsel to commercial
and investment banks,
political subdivisions,
economic development
agencies, for-profit
and not-for-profit entities (including health
care institutions, secondary schools and
other 501(c)(3) organizations), corporate
trustees and bond purchasers in all types of
tax-exempt and taxable
bond transactions.

1978
After 16 years, PAUL S.
STEVENS has retired as

1977
JULIAN BOBBITT was rec-

ognized as a super
lawyer in 2021 Best
Lawyers. Bobbitt’s
practice focuses on providing strategic general
counsel and regulatory
guidance for health
care organizations with
Smith Anderson in
Raleigh, N.C.

AMY B. GINENSKY was

named a lawyer of the
year in Best Lawyers.
Ginensky is senior
counsel with Troutman Pepper in Philadelphia. She is president and CEO of the
Pepper Center for
Public Service. The
center draws on the
firm’s retired partners
and senior attorneys
to wrestle with tough
problems facing local
communities.

JOHN STALFORT, manag-

ing principal of Miles
& Stockbridge’s Washington, D.C., office, was
elected a fellow of the
82

president and CEO
of the Investment
Company Institute. He
became a grandfather
in November.

1979
JERRY COX’S book, “Killer

Airbags, the Deadly
Secret Automakers Don’t Want You
to Know,” was published in 2020. Cox,
who championed the
airbag mandate in the
U.S. Senate and in a 1983
Supreme Court case,
said he is not satisfied
just warning consumers. In dozens of television interviews, podcasts and news articles
about the book, Cox has
decried “rank corruption” in federal automobile safety regulation
that he estimates will
kill and maim thousands
of people throughout
the 2020s, as millions
of cars still contain defective airbags that can
kill instead of saving
people in a crash. Cox
was profiled Nov. 14 on
the national news magazine “Full Measure,”
where he revealed more
information about the
Japanese manufacturer
Takata, which he said
knowingly produced the
deadly airbags.
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On Jan. 6, 2020, GILDA L.
KRAMER was sworn in as
Lower Merion Township Commissioner in
Pennsylvania.

MICHAEL K. KUHN was in-

cluded in 2021 Best
Lawyers in America.
Kuhn practices with
Jackson Walker in
Houston.

JOHN F. MADDREY retired
after 40 years with the
state of North Carolina.
Maddrey was most recently general counsel
for the N.C. Department of Administration,
after a 36-year stint with
the N.C. Department of
Justice. Maddrey served
as the state’s solicitor
general for five years,
arguing before the U.S.
Supreme Court in addition to numerous other
appearances in federal
and state appellate
courts. Gov. Roy Cooper
conferred membership in the Order of the
Long Leaf Pine in recognition of his service to
the state. Maddrey will
continue his long-time
role as a statistician for
ESPN on college basketball and college football
broadcasts, primarily in
the ACC region.

1981
NELL HOFFMAN BONAPARTE

and her husband, BOB
BONAPARTE, opened
their new partnership,
Bonaparte & Bonaparte,
in January. The couple
report that their challenges include the pandemic and having an
office in the former Gus
J. Solomon Courthouse
in Portland, Ore., where
many recent protests
have taken place.

DAVID FOSTER was recognized with the Sorensen
Leadership Award
from UVA’s Sorensen
Institute for Political
Leadership. Foster is
a past president of the
Virginia State Board of
Education. An Arlington native, Foster was
elected to the Arlington
County School Board
in 1999 and reelected in
2003. A past president
of the Arlington County
Civic Federation, he has
served on the County
Council of PTAs and
its executive board, the
Arlington Community
Foundation’s Education
Fund Advisory Committee, the Arlington
Public Schools Strategic Planning Committee and the Superintendent’s Budget Advisory
Group.
A longtime firm
partner, Foster is now
of counsel in the Washington, D.C., office of
Norton Rose Fulbright.
He handles antitrust,
trade regulation and
other litigation matters.
He also counsels clients
on merger and acquisition, restraint of trade,
monopolization, the
Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act
and consumer protection issues. Foster has
extensive experience
dealing with investigations brought by the Department of Justice, the
Federal Trade Commission, the Department
of Housing and Urban
Development, and other
agencies, as well as state
attorneys general.

from McGuireWoods
after 39 years. He
started Cairns ADR, a
mediation and arbitration firm focusing on
commercial and employment litigation.
Cairns ADR is based in
Jacksonville, Fla.

1982

ognized in Best
Lawyers in America for
insurance law.

JOE DISCHINGER was

MARK A. BRADLEY’S book,

named the Barrister’s
Best Water Law Lawyer
in Colorado for 2020 by
Law Week Colorado.
Dischinger is a director with Fairfield and
Woods in Denver.

“Blood Runs Coal: The
Yablonski Murders
and the Battle for the
United Mine Workers of
America” was published
by Norton in late 2020.
The book is a finalist for
the 2021 Edgar Allan
Poe Award for Best Fact
Crime (the award will
be announced April 29).
Bradley has been a U.S.
Department of Justice
lawyer, a criminal
defense lawyer and a
CIA intelligence officer.
He is currently director
of the Information
Security Oversight
Office of the National
Archives and Records
Administration, and
lives in Arlington, Va.

STEVE EMMERT was inducted into the Virginia
Lawyers Hall of Fame
in November. Separately, he was selected
for the 2021 Class of Virginia Law Foundation
Fellows. Emmert practices appellate law at
Sykes, Bourdon, Ahern &
Levy in Virginia Beach.

MICHAEL H. FRIEDMAN, a
partner with Troutman
Pepper in Philadelphia,
was named as a lawyer
of the year in Best
Lawyers.

WILLIAM LINDSEY retired
from the Capital Defender Office in Southwest Virginia in February 2020. He is now
enjoying the seafood
of the Eastern Shore of
Virginia.

cluded in 2021 Best
Lawyers in America.
Ryan practices with
Jackson Walker in
Dallas.

DAVID SCHAEFFER retired

from the practice of
law and now resides on
Kiawah Island, S.C. His
second mountaineering
book, “Another Five Big

practices with Ballard
Spahr in Baltimore.
His practice focuses
on commercial real
estate financing,
leasing, development
and restructuring.
Truitt serves as the
firm’s managing
partner of finance and
operations, a member
of the executive team
of the management
committee, and a
member of its diversity
and inclusion council.

1983

JAMES S. RYAN was inJOHN L. RIVKIN was rec-

SCOTT CAIRNS retired

Mountains and Treks,” is
available from Amazon.
It covers treks to Everest
base camp, the Inca
Trail/Machu Picchu,
Mount Rainier, Mount
Fuji and Cho You (the
sixth-highest mountain
in the world).

RAYMOND G. TRUITT was

elected to the American
College of Real Estate
Lawyers’ board of
governors. Truitt

MARK DAVIDSON was recognized as an industry
leader in the business/
corporate category of
North Carolina Super
Lawyers. Davidson
practices with Brooks
Pierce in Greensboro.

the constitutional development of the women’s
suffrage amendment in
the decade following its
ratification.

TIMOTHY J. GRENDELL LL.M.

was reelected to the executive board of the National College of Probate
Judges in November.
Grendell serves as cochair of the group’s
membership committee
and chair of its public
relations/newsletter
committee. He serves
as the assistant editor
for the NCPJ Journal.
Grendell is a judge on
the Geauga County
Probate/Juvenile Court,
in Chardon, Ohio.

STEVEN P. HOLLMAN writes

that he is still trying to
do his part to help save
the world through pro
bono work and public
interest advocacy. Most
recently he represented
the American Council
for the Blind to make accessible absentee ballots
available in Virginia and
West Virginia. He also
represented Trout Unlimited, trying to save
the pristine waters of
Bristol Bay, Alaska, from
the cataclysmic effects
of the Pebble Mine by
enforcing the Clean
Water Act.

ROBERT P. LATHAM was se-

lected for inclusion in
2020 Super Lawyers,
as well as 2021 Best
Lawyers in America.
Latham practices with
Jackson Walker in
Dallas.

MATT ESTES is the senior

legal adviser to the
chairman of the Federal
Energy Regulatory
Commission. He is
responsible for helping
implement national
energy policy and
the integration of
renewable energy
resources into the
national electric
grid. Estes was
recently awarded the
Chairman’s Medal,
given as an award for
extraordinary service.

PAULA MONOPOLI is the Sol
& Carlyn Hubert Professor of Law at the
University of Maryland
Carey School of Law,
and a visiting scholar
at the Moller Institute
of Churchill College at
the University of Cambridge. She recently
published “Constitutional Orphan: Gender
Equality and the Nineteenth Amendment”
with Oxford University
Press, which analyzes

GREG MUSIL was reelected to the Kansas
10th Judicial District
Nominating Commission and the Johnson
County Community
College Board of Trustees, where he serves as
chair.

JEFF OLEYNIK was recognized as an industry
leader in the business
bankruptcy category of
North Carolina Super
Lawyers. Oleynik practices with Brooks Pierce
in Greensboro.

1984
BRUCE BRUMBERG is a
contributor to Forbes.
com with the tagline “I
make the law and the
tax code understandable to everyone.” Some
of his high-profile articles on the Paycheck
Protection Program
loans, stimulus checks
and tax return reporting topics have been
the first to chronicle
breaking news developments. His article
“How To Have A
Workplace Romance
Without Getting Fired
And Sued: Advice From
Employment Lawyers”
highlights advice from
fellow classmate ROB
DUSTON, while “Preventing The Next George
Floyd Tragedy: Review
Standards For Police
Shootings And Excessive Force” features
insights from UVA
Law professor BARBARA
ARMACOST ’89. Brumberg
said he invites suggestions for new articles
on legal and tax topics
with broad appeal.

DAVID M. CARTER, a

partner with Troutman
Pepper in Richmond,
Va., and Atlanta, was
named a lawyer of the
year in Best Lawyers.

BU PHOTOGRAPHY, CYDNEY SCOTT

PEGGY O’ NEAL, president

IN MEMORIAM:
JUAN R. TORRUELLA LL.M. ’84,
TRAILBLAZING APPELLATE COURT JUDGE
JUAN R. TORRUELLA LL.M. ’84, the first Hispanic judge to serve on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit and first Puerto Rican to serve on a federal appeals
court, died Oct. 26 in his native San Juan, Puerto Rico. He was 87.
Appointed by President Ronald Reagan in 1984, Torruella was the only Puerto
Rican to serve on the First Circuit, which covers Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island, as well as Puerto Rico. In 1994, he replaced new
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer as chief judge of the circuit, serving
in that role until 2001.
“Judge Torruella was a wise decision maker, a brilliant scholar and a passionate
participant in the pursuit of justice,” First Circuit Chief Judge Jeffrey R. Howard
said in a statement. “As a judge, his judicial legacy in the First Circuit and Puerto
Rico will remain unsurpassed.”
In July, Torruella was part of a three-judge panel that unanimously threw out
the death penalty imposed on Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the convicted Boston Marathon
bomber. In 2012, he joined a unanimous decision that vacated a section of the
Defense of Marriage Act, a ruling upheld by the Supreme Court.
In his book “The Supreme Court and Puerto Rico: The Doctrine of Separate
and Unequal,” Torruella argued that “colonial rule and the indignities of secondclass citizenship” could be eliminated “by securing for Puerto Rico equality under
American law,” such as statehood.
“There really must be a balance, one that can only be achieved by our having
political equality, and right now there is none,” he told Bostonia magazine in 2019.
“What we need and ask for, is equality as U.S. citizens. I believe that is what we
have a right to have under the Constitution.”
Torruella was also an Olympic sailor, representing Puerto Rico in the Summer
Olympics in 1964, 1968, 1972 and 1976.
Torruella received a bachelor’s from the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania and his J.D. from Boston University School of Law. He later earned
a master’s in public administration from the University of Puerto Rico Graduate
School of Public Administration and a master’s from Magdalen College, Oxford.
—Mike Fox
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Federal Circuit Judge
THOMAS MORROW
REAVLEY LL.M. died Dec. 1

at his home in Houston.
He was 99.
A World War II
veteran, Reavley had a
long and distinguished
career in public service,
having served as Texas
secretary of state, a Texas
Supreme Court justice
and a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit. His legal
career spanned 72 years.
Born in Quitman,
Texas, to Thomas
and Mattie (Morrow)
Reavley, he grew up in
Nacogdoches, where his
parents had a cafe. He
earned his bachelor’s
degree from the University of Texas at Austin
in 1942 and enlisted in
the U.S. Navy, where he
served as an officer until
his discharge in 1946. He
earned his law degree
from Harvard in 1948
and served as an assistant district attorney in
Dallas and later as Nacogdoches County Attorney. He was a 33rd
degree Mason.
Always an active
Sunday school teacher
and lay preacher in
the United Methodist Church, he spoke
out in the late 1940s
against racial segregation, even though his
stance was unpopular in
his native East Texas. At
the time, he was engaged
in private law practice
in Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Jasper. His outspoken opposition brought
him to the attention of
Allan Shivers, who in
1955 invited Reavley into
his gubernatorial administration and appointed
him secretary of state.
When his secretary
of state appointment
expired, Reavley returned to private practice in Jasper and Austin.
In 1962 he ran for attorney general of Texas,
and though his campaign
was unsuccessful, it
brought him to the attention of the newly elected
governor, John Connally,
who in 1964 appointed
him to the 167th District
Court of Travis County.
Reavley was elected
to the Texas Supreme
84

Court in 1968, serving
for nine years. In 1979,
he served as a special
judge on the Texas Court
of Criminal Appeals—
becoming one of the few
in Texas history to sit on
both state high courts.
Later that year, President Jimmy Carter appointed Reavley to the
U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit. He
served as an active judge
until 1990, when he took
senior status but continued hearing cases for
another 29 years. During
his early years on the
Fifth Circuit, he earned
an LL.M. from the University of Virginia. He
had four honorary doctoral degrees from universities in Texas and
California.
At the time of his
death, Reavley was the
oldest sitting federal
judge in the United
States. During his tenure,
he had the distinction of
sitting as a visiting judge
with all the U.S. Courts
of Appeals but one.
Reavley published
many legal articles;
served as an adjunct professor at the University
of Texas School of Law;
lectured at Baylor, Pepperdine and Texas Tech
law schools; and served
on many judicial committees and civic organizations. With 11 other
judges and a law professor, he was co-author
of a highly regarded
900-page treatise titled
“The Law of Judicial
Precedent” (2016). In
the fall of 2016, Baylor
Law Review dedicated
a volume to Reavley in
recognition of his unique
contributions to Texas
and to American law.
Reavley was a person
of great personal integrity, compassion and
magnetism, according to
colleagues, friends and
family. “Wherever he
went, with whomever he
spoke, he made an impression—whether with
his colleagues on the
bench, his law clerks, the
staff at a restaurant, or
beggars on the street (to
whom he always showed
kindness). He had a welldeveloped view of the
law and its central place
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in a thriving society. No
judge worked harder to
master the facts of the
cases under decision,
and few had the skill to
present a decision with
so much clarity and
candor.”
Reavley was married
for 60 years to Florence
Wilson Reavley, who
preceded him in death
in 2003. In 2004 he
married Carolyn Dineen
King, then chief judge of
the Fifth Circuit. They
were the only married
couple among Article III
appellate judges.
Survivors include
his wife and four children, Thomas Wilson
Reavley, Marian Neevel,
Paul Stuart Reavley
and Margaret Currin;
four grandchildren,
Thomas Montenegro
Reavley, Elizabeth Margarita Reavley, Corynn
Johanna Roche and
Wilson Patrick Reavley;
and four great-grandchildren, Santiago
Antonio Campos, Isabel
Salome Campos, Vivian
Margaret Roche and Josephine Marian Roche.

1985
KATHLEEN BOYER started

a solo law practice
in West Chester, Pa.,
after retiring from the
Chester County Public
Defender’s Office after
nearly 35 years.

Class Americans Really
Want,” available online.

1986
KATINA DORTON was ap-

pointed chief financial officer of biotech
company NodThera.
Dorton’s industry expertise includes roles
in health care, life sciences and investment
banking, including experiences at Repare
Therapeutics and
AVROBIO Inc.

WILLIAM EIGNER was recognized as a leader in
law in the San Diego
Business Journal and
was listed in Best
Lawyers in America.

SUSAN MUCK joined the

securities litigation and
enforcement practice
with WilmerHale in
San Francisco. Muck’s
practice is split between
public company representations in federal
and state shareholder
litigation, and internal
or regulatory investigations for private and
public companies. Her
work has been recognized in Chambers
USA, Best Lawyers in
America, The Legal
500, Northern California Super Lawyers and
the Daily Journal. She
was featured as a Law
360 Securities MVP.

HOWARD KELIN received

the President’s Award
for Distinguished
Career Achievement
from the Pennsylvania
School Board Solicitors
Association. The award
is presented annually to
one school law attorney
in the commonwealth.
Kelin practiced with
Hunton & Williams in
Richmond for seven
years before joining
Kegel, Kelin, Litts and
Lord in Lancaster, Pa.,
in 1992.

JAMES T. MCDERMOTT was

asked by CNN to write
an op-ed in October. He
invites his classmates to
read “What Working-

nor that have impacted
local governments since
the COVID-19 pandemic began.

RICHARD P. ROBERTS of
Halloran Sage in Connecticut was named a
2020 municipal champion by the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities. CCM is
the state’s largest nonpartisan organization
of municipal leaders.
Together with CCM
and its member towns,
Roberts worked on a
wide range of executive
orders from the gover-

E. FORD STEPHENS became
a fellow of the American College of Coverage
Counsel, a preeminent
association of U.S. and
Canadian lawyers who
represent insurers and
policyholders. Stephens
is a partner at Christian
& Barton in Richmond,
Va., where he focuses
his practice on insurance law, commercial
litigation and appeals,
and serves on the firm’s
executive committee. In
addition, he is a member
of the DRI board of directors; a fellow of the
American Bar Foundation and the Virginia Law Foundation;
listed in Best Lawyers
in America for insurance law annually since
2015; and a member of
the invitation-only International Association
of Defense Counsel and
the Association of Life
Insurance Counsel.

1987
TIMOTHY GOETTEL was

recognized as a super
lawyer in North Carolina Super Lawyers. He
was also recognized as
a best lawyer in 2021
Best Lawyers. Goettel
handles complex acquisitions and divestitures
across a range of industries with Smith Anderson in Raleigh.

JEFF KERR was named a
top corporate counsel
for the second time. The
litigation team that Kerr
oversees as PETA Foundation general counsel
has prevailed in its Endangered Species Act
lawsuits against Dade
City’s Wild Things,
Wildlife in Need and TriState Zoological Park

of Western Maryland.
The courts declared that
practices such as prematurely separating
cubs from their mothers,
declawing big cats and
forcing them to interact with visitors violate
the Endangered Species
Act; Dade City’s Wild
Things and Wildlife in
Need shut down; and
Tri-State is now prohibited from owning or possessing endangered or
threatened species. Kerr
also led the team in its
successful free speech
lawsuit against Texas
A&M University, which
blocked the university
from censoring online
comments against its
canine muscular dystrophy experiments. He
also oversees the team’s
many open records lawsuits against Oregon
Health and Science University, which have resulted in the release of
video footage showing
monkeys PETA says
were abused in experiments.

CATHY LESSER MANSFIELD

was elected to the American Law Institute.
Mansfield joined Case
Western Reserve Law
School faculty in July
2019 as executive director of the Master of
Arts in Financial Integrity Program and senior
instructor in law. Prior
to joining the CWRU
faculty, she was a professor of law at Drake
University Law School,
served as a policy analyst
with the Consumer
Financial Protection
Bureau and was a visiting professor at Georgetown Law School. She
teaches a variety of consumer, payments and
commercial law courses;
is a co-author of the National Consumer Law
Center’s Consumer
Banking and Payments
Law manual; and speaks
nationally about consumer protection issues.
Mansfield also teaches
a course named Holocaust and the Law. She is
a distinguished fellow at
the Consortium for the
Research and Study of
Holocaust and the Law

at Chicago-Kent College
of Law’s Center for
National Security and
Human Rights Law.
Mansfield is the composer and librettist of
an opera titled “The
Sparks Fly Upward” that
follows three German
families in Berlin, two
Jewish and one Christian, through the Holocaust, and she is founder
and executive director of
The Sparks Fly Upward
Foundation, a nonprofit
organization dedicated
to educating people
about the Holocaust,
genocide and tolerance.

RIDGE SCHUYLER, dean of

Community Self-Sufficiency Programs at
Piedmont Virginia Community College in Charlottesville, shared that
Gov. Ralph Northam announced that Virginia
will invest $1.7 million
over the next two years
to expand the innovative Network2Work
program. The program
is a unique workforce
development initiative
hat connects job seekers
with local job networks
and support services.
The commonwealth will
work in partnership with
the Virginia Community
College System to scale
up the Network2Work
model in the Shenandoah Valley, Hampton
Roads and greater Richmond regions.

1988
On Oct. 5, DAVID L. FINGER
argued before the U.S.
Supreme Court the
First Amendment case
Carney v. Adams, challenging a provision of
Delaware’s Constitution
that limits judgeships to
only Democrats and Republicans.

❱ Michael Kun, right,
with actor Tony Hale
MICHAEL KUN is the national

co-chairperson of

Epstein Becker &
Green’s wage-hour
and class-action practice group. His novel
“The Locklear Letters”
has been adapted for
the screen as the movie
“Eat Wheaties!” starring Tony Hale, Elizabeth Banks, Elisha
Cuthbert, Paul Walter
Hauser, Danielle Brooks
and Sarah Chalke. The
movie won the best
comedy award at the
2020 San Diego International Film Festival
and the humor award
at the 2020 Heartland
Film Festival, and will
be widely released this
year. The novel has been
reprinted with the new
title “Eat Wheaties!”

ALUMNI ELECTED TO
AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE
DANIEL A. BRESS ’05, CATHY LESSER MANSFIELD ’87, JACOB H. ROOKSBY ’07 and CATE STETSON ’94

were elected to the American Law Institute.

BRESS serves as a judge on the U.S. Court

of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He was
nominated by President Donald Trump
in 2019. He was previously a partner
with Kirkland & Ellis, where his practice
focused on complex trial and appellate
litigation, including class actions and large
government fraud cases. Bress has also
been an adjunct professor at UVA Law and
at the Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law, where he has taught
seminars in constitutional and statutory
interpretation. Prior to joining Kirkland &
Ellis, Bress worked in the San Francisco
office of Munger, Tolles & Olson.
MANSFIELD joined the Case Western Re-

Judges of the Superior
Court of Los Angeles
County have elected Assistant Presiding Judge
ERIC C. TAYLOR to be the
presiding judge for the
2021-22 term. Taylor has
served as the assistant
presiding judge since
Jan. 1, 2019. In September 2019, he became a
voting member of the
Judicial Council of California assigned to the
legislation committee.

1989
BRUCE BRAUN was

awarded the American
Jewish Committee’s
Learned Hand
Human Relations
Award. The award is
presented annually to a
distinguished Chicago
attorney who embodies
Judge Learned Hand’s
ideals of justice and who
works to safeguard the
rights of individuals
and democratic values.
A group of Braun’s
classmates put together
a video tribute to
wish him well and
acknowledge the honor.
Braun is a partner with
Sidley Austin, with a
practice encompassing

serve Law School faculty in 2019 as executive director of the Master of Arts in
Financial Integrity Program and senior
instructor in law. She teaches a variety
of consumer, payments and commercial
law courses, is a co-author of the National Consumer Law Center’s Consumer
Banking and Payments Law manual, and
speaks nationally about consumer protection issues. She is also a distinguished
fellow at The Consortium for the Research
and Study of Holocaust and the Law at
Chicago-Kent College of Law’s Center for
National Security and Human Rights Law.
ROOKSBY was named dean of the Gonzaga

University School of Law in 2018 and
holds a joint appointment as a tenured professor of law and professor of leadership
studies. Prior to joining Gonzaga, Rooksby
was an associate professor and associate
dean at Duquesne University School of
Law. He is author of “The Branding of
the American Mind: How Universities
Capture, Manage, and Monetize Intellectual Property and Why It Matters” and
co-author of the sixth edition of “The Law
of Higher Education,” the leading treatise
in the field. Rooksby also earned an M.Ed.
and Ph.D. from UVA.
STETSON is co-director of Hogan Lovells’

appellate practice group and an elected
member of the firm’s global board. She has
argued more than 100 appeals and dozens
of trial-court matters, including multiple
arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court,
in all but one of the 13 federal circuits, in
state appellate courts, and in District
Courts spanning the country. Stetson
welcomed the UVA Law Class of 2022 as
orientation speaker in 2019.
PROFESSOR KIMBERLY JENKINS ROBINSON was
also elected to the ALI (see p. 60).
—Mike Fox
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Susie, and their two
sons—Teddy, 3, and
George, 1—have been
hiding out from COVID19 since the start of the
year at their home in
Park City, Utah.

JOSEPH PERKINS was

PRESTON ’91 JOINS
HANESBRANDS EXECUTIVE
TEAM

elected to chair the
board of trustees of
Martin University, Indiana’s only historically
Black university. Upon
his election, Perkins
said, “It is an honor for
me to serve in this role.
During this time of
heightened awareness
of issues which negatively impact people of
color, I am pleased to
be part of the process
which makes higher
education attainable to
the students who attend
Martin University.”

TRACY PRESTON ’91 has been named general counsel, cor-

porate secretary and chief compliance officer of HanesBrands, a leading global marketer of branded everyday
apparel.
She will be responsible for the company’s global legal
and compliance functions and will report to CEO Steve
Bratspies.
“Tracy is a strategic leader with extensive experience
in apparel, retail and e-commerce, and I am pleased
she’s joining the HanesBrands team,” Bratspies said.
“Tracy has an impressive background in major business
transformations and building iconic, global brands.”
Preston previously served as executive vice president,
chief legal officer, corporate secretary and chief
compliance officer of The Neiman Marcus Group, and
also worked for Levi Strauss & Co., where she held a
number of senior legal positions, including chief counsel,
global supply chain; chief compliance officer; and chief
counsel, global human resources and litigation. Earlier
in her career, she was a partner at Orrick Herrington
and Sutcliffe, an international law firm founded in San
Francisco.
Preston said HanesBrands, which has about 61,000
“passionate” employees, is committed to sustainability
as it executes plans for growth.
Based in Winston-Salem, N.C., the Fortune 500
company is a leading marketer of everyday basic innerwear
and activewear apparel in the Americas, Europe, Australia
and Asia-Pacific. The company’s apparel brands include
Hanes, Champion, Bonds, Maidenform, Bali, Playtex,
L’eggs, JMS/Just My Size, Wonderbra, Berlei and Gear
for Sports.
Preston holds a bachelor’s degree from Georgetown
University.
—Compiled from reports
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District of Columbia
Attorney General KARL A.
RACINE is the 2021 president of the National Association of Attorneys
General—a nonpartisan
organization of 56 state
and territory attorneys
general—and launched
his presidential initiative to counter hate nationwide. Recent national data show that
incidents of hate and
bias-motivated crimes
are a growing problem
in the United States. Racine’s initiative, titled
“The People v. Hate:
Standing Up for Humanity,” aims to work
with attorneys general
to raise awareness of
hate and bias, prevent
hate from taking root in
communities, support
residents who have experienced hate, and
develop and share best
practices on improving
hate crime data. This is
the first time NAAG has
elected a non-state AG
or an immigrant to serve
in this national leadership position.

aging partner of the
Norfolk, Va., office
of Hunton Andrews
Kurth, was named to
Virginia Business magazine’s Virginia 500—
The 2020 Power List as
one of Virginia’s most
powerful leaders.

1991
CHARLES W. DURANT retired
from Science Applications International Corp.
in April 2020, and has
since relocated with his
wife, Lois, to Hopkins,
S.C., south of Columbia. Durant hopes to get
involved in community
activities and explore
teaching opportunities.

VERNON E. INGE JR. was

named a legal elite by
Virginia Business in the
area of civil litigation. He
was also recognized as
a litigation star in construction by Benchmark
Litigation. Inge practices
with Whiteford, Taylor
& Preston in Richmond.

1992
SHERI J. CAPLAN’S second
book, “Old Enough:
How 18-Year-Olds Won
the Vote and Why It
Matters,” was published
in September and was
the top new release in
its category on Amazon.
Caplan says it is the only
book aimed at teens and
young adults that issues
a strong nonpartisan call
for voting while telling
the story of the origins
and significance of the
26th Amendment in an
entertaining way.

VYTAS A. PETRULIS was

included in 2021 Best
Lawyers in America.
Petrulis practices with
Jackson Walker in
Houston.

Journal’s Who’s Who
in Law 2020 list of
attorneys and other
legal practitioners
“who have made their
mark on Baltimore,
and Maryland more
broadly, in their
careers.” Flynn is
chair of DLA Piper’s
Maryland Real Estate
practice and partnerin-charge of the firm’s
downtown Baltimore
office.

D. REED FREEMAN JR.

joined Venable in
Washington, D.C., in
August. The partner’s
practice focuses on
privacy and data
security in advertising.
Freeman moved to
Madison County, Va., in
September, overlooking
Old Rag Mountain on
a farm.

LEE MICKUS was awarded

the Al Cortese
Award by Lawyers
for Civil Justice,
for outstanding
contributions to
the promotion of
excellence and fairness
in the U.S. civil justice
system. Mickus’
efforts were primarily
focused on pursuing
amendment of Federal
Rule of Evidence 702.
Mickus is a partner
with Evans Fears &
Schuttert in Denver.

1994
ZEBULON D. ANDERSON

was recognized
in North Carolina
Super Lawyers
and 2021 Best
Lawyers. Anderson
represents private
and public employers
in connection
with all aspects of
employment-related
litigation with Smith
Anderson in Raleigh.

1995

CHRIS AKIN is a partner

at Lynn Pinker Hurst &
Schwegmann. Specializing in bankruptcyrelated litigation, directors and officers
liability lawsuits, and
other complex commercial litigation, Akin
has handled plaintiffside contingency fee arrangements and highprofile defense cases.
Over the past eight
years, Akin has won
multiple bankruptcyrelated cases. In 2014, he
played a critical role in
an energy case, winning
one of the largest-ever
judgments in Dallas
history. He has also represented directors and
officers in multibilliondollar disputes—blocking a $9 billion merger
and successfully defending securities fraud
allegations.

Since retiring from
the federal bench,

1993
GUY FLYNN was named to
the Baltimore Business

JOHN H. ZACHARIA founded

Zacharia Law in Washington, D.C., in June
2019. His practice
centers on representing clients in matters
involving intellectual
property violations,
cyberthreats, domestic and international
commercial litigation,
and administrative law.
Prior to starting his
firm, Zacharia spent
more than 17 years at
the U.S. Department
of Justice, including 12
years as a federal prosecutor at the DOJ’s
Computer Crime and
Intellectual Property
Section. He currently
teaches Intellectual
Property and Criminal Law at the George
Washington University
School of Law.

WILLIAM G. BASSLER LL.M.

has been engaged as
an international and
domestic arbitrator.

DANIEL JOHNS wrote an

article for Law360
discussing the risk of
union organizing that
employers may face at
the end of the COVID19 pandemic. Although
the spread of the pandemic has hurt union
organizing in the short
run due to quarantines
and social distancing
rules, in the long run,
the workplace atmosphere is not so clear.
Johns is a member with
Cozen O’Connor in
Philadelphia.

ROBERT A. ANGLE, a

partner with Troutman
Pepper in Richmond,
Va., was named a
lawyer of the year in
Best Lawyers.

tor’s Office, took five
years off to spend time
with her four children,
then worked for five
years as a pro tem judge
in Seattle and King
County courts before
her appointment by
Mayor Jenny Durkan.
JOHN MCDOWALL says his
real estate clients like to
joke about what Seattle
laws she will actually
be allowed to enforce!

CAT MCDOWALL was ap-

pointed a Seattle Municipal Court judge in
October. McDowall
spent 12 years at the
King County Prosecu-

1996
YUJI IWASAWA S.J.D. was
reelected Nov. 12 as a
judge of the International Court of Justice,
the principal judicial
organ of the United
Nations, for a term of
nine years. He received
the highest number
of votes in both the
General Assembly and
the Security Council.

SCOTT A. SUROVELL was
elected vice chairman
of the Virginia Senate
Democratic Caucus
in the fall of 2019. In
2020, he chaired an
ad hoc subcommittee
assembled in the wake
of George Floyd’s death.
The subcommittee
included Sen. JENNIFER
MCCLELLAN ’97 and
proposed 28 policing

and criminal justice
reform proposals, 25
of which were adopted
in special session,
including reforming
Virginia’s 224-year-old
jury sentencing law.

SANFORD WILLIAMS took
part in a UVA Radiology Keynote Lecture
in January. Williams,
along with two M.D.
panelists, discussed
racism and anti-racism
in health care. They
gave an overview of
the misuse of race in
medicine, historically
and in the present day,
from both the clinical
and patient perspectives. They also shared
anti-racism strategies,
perspectives and tools
designed to help providers. Since 1999, Williams has worked as an
attorney and in various
other roles at the
Federal Communications Commission. He
is currently the director
for the FCC’s Office of
Communications Business Opportunities.

On Dec. 9, Gov. Larry
Hogan swore in Judge
E. GREGORY WELLS for a
10-year term to serve
on the Maryland
State Court of Special
Appeals. In the November election, Wells received a historic vote
approval total to continue in office.

1997
NEIL RICHARDS, the
Koch Distinguished
Professor in Law at
Washington University
in St. Louis, was
featured in on online
dialogue on Slate.
com. The conversation
covered the evolution
of the First Amendment
throughout American
history, the fraught
relationship between
privacy and free
speech, and how
the country can
reconceptualize the
First Amendment’s
place in society.

ABC

CHRIS GOTTSCHO, his wife,

ROBERT M. TATA, man-

JOHNSTON ’95 BECOMES
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
OF ‘20/20’

KATE GREER

a wide range of subject
matter areas, including
antitrust, professional
liability, securities
fraud and more.

JANICE JOHNSTON ’95 started off the year with a promotion.

She was named executive producer of the television news
magazine “20/20.” Johnston is the first African American
to hold the post.
“It’s not often we have the opportunity to announce a
new EP for 20/20,” ABC News President James Goldston
wrote to the network’s news division on Jan. 14. “Janice
is only the fourth person to lead this fantastic team in
nearly 43 years. She is a terrific journalist with an impressive talent for telling stories that resonate and an
exceptional leader.”
Johnston has produced both hard news and entertainment specials for ABC, including last year’s two-hour
broadcast on the murder of Army Specialist Vanessa Guillen and three breaking news specials on the COVID-19
pandemic. Before her work in primetime specials, she
served as a producer on “Good Morning America” for
about a decade. She started at ABC News as a network
associate producing world news segments. The winner
of Emmys and other industry awards for her work, Johnston’s assignments have taken her to a range of places,
from Mount Kenya to the White House.
Prior to television, she was a litigation associate at
a New York law firm, represented indigent tenants in
Brooklyn Housing Court and worked as a speechwriter
for former U.S. Sen. Bill Bradley of New Jersey.
Johnston was selected to be UVA Law’s 2020 graduation speaker, but the in-person ceremony was postponed
in light of the pandemic. She provided a virtual toast to
students as part of an online celebration until the onGrounds ceremony can be conducted.
—Eric Williamson
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1998
HELEN WAN joined Ha-

chette Book Group
USA as vice president
and associate general
counsel, where she
advises on editorial,
transactional, intellectual property and
other media matters, as
well as the board of the
New York Women’s Bar
Association Foundation, a nonprofit whose
mission is to promote
equality in the legal
system and legal profession. When not lawyering or parenting,
Wan is also working
on a follow-up book to
her novel, “The Partner
Track.” She reports it is
slow-going.

ESPN

1999
ELLIS-PILIE ’99 NAMED ESPN VICE PRESIDENT
ROSETTA ELLIS-PILIE ’99 has been named ESPN vice president of talent development

and negotiations.
She will lead ESPN’s Talent Office, which is responsible for hiring, developing and
guiding the network’s commentator team, negotiating contracts, and collaborating
with departments and external contacts on matters related to commentator roles
and responsibilities.
ESPN Executive Vice President, Production and Executive Editor Norby
Williamson announced the news in February.
“Rosetta is well respected at ESPN and throughout our industry,” Williamson
said in a statement. “She brings relevant experience, strong leadership traits and
a fresh perspective to this pivotal role. ESPN has the most skilled, diverse talent
team, and Rosetta will undoubtedly drive continued success through a focus on
fostering growth and hiring the best people.”
Ellis-Pilie, who joined ESPN in 2011, has worked in its legal department for nearly
a decade, most recently as ESPN’s vice president and assistant chief counsel. In that
role, she was instrumental in developing, negotiating and finalizing hundreds of
agreements related to ESPN’s rights, content and on-air commentators.
“This is an exceptional opportunity, particularly given its importance to ESPN’s
connection with sports fans and our overall business,” she said in a statement. “I
am truly excited to continue to interact with colleagues across the company as
well as outside contacts, many of whom I have worked closely with on projects
over the past decade.”
Ellis-Pilie previously served in the U.S. Army and is a veteran of Operation Desert
Storm. She participated in The Walt Disney Co.’s “Heroes Work Here” campaign,
which helps hire, train and support military veterans entering the civilian workforce.
She was featured in the program’s national ad campaign, moderated a related panel,
and appeared on “The View.”
Ellis-Pilie has also represented ESPN and The Walt Disney Co. on various
industry initiatives and panels, and served as a final round judge for the Robert F.
Wagner National Labor and Employment Law Moot Court Competition. Among
her honors, she was recognized in 2016 by Savoy Magazine as one of the Top 100
Influential Women in Corporate America.
Before joining ESPN, Ellis-Pilie led the domestic and international labor and
employment law practice for Sun Chemical Corp. and was a labor and employment
associate at McDermott, Will & Emery and at Proskauer Rose.
—Compiled from reports
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STEPHANIE L. CHANDLER was
selected for inclusion
in 2020 Super Lawyers,
as well as 2021 Best
Lawyers in America.
Chandler practices
with Jackson Walker in
San Antonio.

VINCENT E. POLSINELLI was

recently featured in the
2021 Best Lawyers in
America in the labor
and employment litigation category. He is a
principal and the office
litigation manager in
the Albany, N.Y., office
of Jackson Lewis. Polsinelli regularly assists
companies in resolving employment-related
claims in both federal
and state courts, as well
as before administrative agencies.

CARINE STOICK was

named Hogan Lovells’
office managing
partner in Northern
Virginia. Stoick leads
the aerospace and
defense mergers and
acquisitions group, is

the Americas professional development
and diversity partner,
and previously served
as Northern Virginia’s
office administrative
partner. She has been
with the firm throughout her career and has
decades of experience
advising both public
and private companies,
and private equity investors on domestic and
cross-border mergers
and acquisition transactions, multijurisdictional
carve-out transactions,
joint ventures, spinoffs,
management and leveraged buyouts, and corporate governance. Her
clients operate largely
in highly regulated industries, including aerospace and defense, government, health care,
automotive, life sciences
and transportation.

the Boston Marathon
bombing, the Pulse
nightclub and South
Carolina church shootings, the Charlottesville
violence, Bernie Madoff
and the case against
Olympic gymnastics
team doctor Larry
Nassar. Now president
of Blackbird, Manning
helps organizations
prepare for and respond
to the challenges they
face involving employees and members of the
public in trauma.

MELISSA J. HUTSON was
elected to Kirkland &
Ellis’ global management committee in
New York City. Hutson
is a finance partner in
the debt finance group.

2000

STEVEN M. KLEPPER was

recognized in Best
Lawyers in America for
appellate practice and
insurance law. Klepper
is a principal in litigation firm Kramon &
Graham in Baltimore
and leads the firm’s appellate group.

2002

released her debut book,
which helps employers
foster a healthy workplace environment.
In “The Empathetic
Workplace,” published
by HarperCollins Leadership, Manning helps
managers navigate disruptions in the aftermath of trauma. As a
senior attorney adviser
with the Justice Department, for 15 years
Manning counseled
on victim rights in
high-profile cases like

partner in Eversheds
Sutherland’s Real Estate
Practice Group, was
appointed partner in
charge of the Atlanta
office. Thomas is a commercial real estate and
fund formation attorney
with more than 15 years
of experience working
on a broad spectrum of
transactions.

2003
JOHN C. BLAIR was ap-

pointed city attorney
for Staunton, Va. Blair
has served more than 16
years as a local government attorney in a variety
of localities in Virginia,
including most recently
as the city attorney and
interim city manager for
Charlottesville.

a 2020 Future Star in
the field of antitrust by
Financier Worldwide.
Breed is a partner in
Hogan Lovells’ Washington, D.C., office.

SALLIE LIN practices in
Stoel Rives’ real estate
group in Seattle. Lin
advises clients on a
wide range of matters,
including financing,

2004

KRISTINA KOPF THOMAS,

LOGAN BREED was named

KATHARINE MANNING

was honored by Virginia
Business Magazine as
100 People to Meet in
2021, an annual list of
impact-makers in Virginia’s business community
who are leaders in their
respective industries
helping to drive innovation and growth across
the commonwealth.

JASON E. HAZLEWOOD is
managing partner for
Reed Smith’s headquarters in Pittsburgh. Hazlewood has been with
the firm since 2006.

2001

JON TALOTTA was ap-

pointed office administrative partner with
Hogan Lovells in Northern Virginia. Talotta is
global co-leader for the
firm’s securities, shareholder, and mergers
and acquisitions litigation group, as well as the
Northern Virginia office
practice manager for litigation, arbitration and
employment.

leasing, acquisitions
and partnerships.
She counsels clients
on development and
construction projects,
including affordable
housing projects that
leverage the LowIncome Housing Tax
Credit, tax-exempt
bond financing, state
and local funding, and
equity investment.

JEFFREY P. KAPP is the
newest shareholder with
Jordan Ramis in Lake
Oswego, Ore. Kapp, a
member of the real estate
team, advises clients on a
complex commercial
real estate and finance
transactions.

ANDY POARCH, chief operating officer of the Alliance Group in Richmond,

ANNE RALPH is a professor
at the Ohio State University Moritz College
of Law, where she was
recently named associate dean for academic
affairs. In 2020, Ralph received the Alumni Award
for Distinguished Teaching, which honors faculty
members for superior
teaching and is awarded
to 10 faculty members
annually across the
entire university.

2005
NATALIE KERNISANT has
been appointed chief
diversity and inclusion
officer with Morrison &
Foerster. In her previous role, Kernisant was
instrumental in shaping
and coordinating the
firm’s response to fighting racial injustice in the
wake of George Floyd’s
killing. She led the team
in providing programming, training and educational opportunities,
and she spearheaded the
development of four engagement committees
focused on legal services, charitable donations, community action
and education. In her
new role, Kernisant will
provide strategic leadership to advance recruiting and retention
of diverse talent, as well
as client development
support in diversity and
inclusion.

BRETT H. OLSON is a
member at Dykema in
Washington, D.C. Olson
advises insurance companies facing novel
and complex coverage issues. His practice
includes directors and
officers, professional
liability, pollution liability, and other specialty
line insurance products.
Olson has represented
insurers in coverage disputes across the country
in both federal and state
court, and at both the
trial and appellate level.

In May of 2020, DANIEL
V. SHAPIRO was promoted
to deputy chief of the
Criminal Division in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office
for the District of New
Jersey. Prior to that, he
was chief of the Economic Crimes Unit.

2006

director of True Costs
Initiative (see p. 30) and
Schempp, a senior attorney at the Environmental Law Institute, knew
each other in law school,
but recently got back in
touch.
“Adam and I think
it is exciting and fortuitous that we reconnected as classmates
in a year like 2020, but
also that two UVA Law
friends could collaborate 14 years after graduating to seed a unique
clerkship program at
the intersection of environmental law, environmental justice and
investing in another
generation of law students at a historically
Black college/university,” Malek said.
The program kicked
off with four Howard
University law students
receiving clerkships
hosted at the Environmental Law Institute
and guided by the
school’s Environmental
Justice Center. Malek
said True Costs Initiative intends to seed such
clerkship programs at
other universities in the
future. “This collaboration, while still new, has
been very successful and
garnered much interest
and support in the environmental law community,” Schempp added.

tual property litigators.
Curry was also named as
one of only six intellectual property lawyers in
the country on Law360’s
annual Rising Stars list
of the nation’s top young
attorneys.

KALEB FROEHLICH serves

as chief of staff to U.S.
Sen. Lisa Murkowski.
JAMES M. MCDONALD,
most recently director
of the U.S. Commodity
Futures Trading Commission’s Division of
Enforcement, joined
Sullivan & Cromwell’s
New York litigation
practice as a member of
the securities and commodities investigations
and enforcement practice, and of the commodities, futures and
derivatives group.

2009
BRADLEY T. GIORDANO was
selected as one of the
American Bankruptcy
Institute’s 40 under 40.
Giordano is a partner
with McDermott
Will & Emery in
Chicago. Giordano
represents debtors,
equity sponsors, lender
groups, creditors and
strategic investors
in all aspects of incourt and out-of-court
restructurings.

AMMAR ABU ZAYYAD LL.M.
CLAYTON DE ARMENT

was named a partner
at Troutman Pepper
in Richmond, Va. De
Arment is a corporate
and transactional attorney with broad experience across many
industries, but with a
particular focus on the
energy sector and renewable energy projects.

has been country
director with CARE
International in Jordan
since 2019.

2007

Classmates CONNIEL
MALEK and ADAM SCHEMPP

have collaborated with
Howard University on a
clerkship program aimed
at attracting, training and
retaining law students of
color in the field of environmental law while
advancing environmental justice efforts. Malek,
who serves as executive

AUSTIN CURRY was included

in 2021 Best Lawyers in
America. Curry practices
with Caldwell Cassady
& Curry in Dallas. Since
last year’s guide, Curry
earned a repeat selection
to the annual Texas Super
Lawyers list recognizing
the state’s best intellec-

JEREMY BEN MERKELSON

was elected partner
at Holland & Hart
in Washington, D.C.
Merkelson focuses
on labor and employment law, collaborates
with public and private
companies, health care
organizations, trade
associations and nonprofits to solve their
most complex employment-related problems. He has substantial
first-chair trial experience in state and federal
courts, administrative
proceedings and arbitrations throughout the
U.S. He also advises on
employment aspects
of mergers and acquisitions.
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2010

JENNIFER LIGON was

LUCAS ’11 APPOINTED EEOC
COMMISSIONER
ANDREA LUCAS ’11 was

appointed a commissioner with
the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
She was nominated by President Donald Trump in March
2020 and confirmed by the U.S. Senate in September for a
term expiring July 1, 2025. The EEOC advances opportunity in the workplace by enforcing federal laws prohibiting
employment discrimination.
“Ms. Lucas will make an excellent addition to the EEOC,”
Chairwoman Janet Dhillon said in a statement. “Her extensive experience focusing on employment law, and in particular working with employers to comply with discrimination
laws, will be very helpful to the work of the Commission. I
look forward to working with her.”
Prior to her appointment to the EEOC, Lucas was a senior
associate in the Washington, D.C., office of Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher since 2013, where she was a member of the firm’s
labor and employment practice group as well as its litigation
department. She has represented and advised employers on
a wide range of matters, including significant work around
employment discrimination. She started at Gibson as an
associate out of law school.
“I’m honored to serve as a Commissioner of the EEOC.
The American workforce is our country’s most valuable
resource and ensuring that all workers have equal opportunity is critical to keeping our workplaces strong and
safe,” Lucas said in a statement. “I look forward to working
with my colleagues to prevent and remedy employment
discrimination across our country and to address the new
challenges for our country and the Commission posed by
the complexities of the twenty-first century workplace and
the COVID-19 pandemic.”
Lucas clerked for U.S. Judge James C. Cacheris of the
Eastern District of Virginia.
—Mike Fox
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elected to partner with
Williams Mullen in
Richmond, Va. Ligon
was also named to
the 2020 class of Up
& Coming Lawyers
by Virginia Lawyers
Weekly. Ligon focuses
her practice on transactional and regulatory
matters, including Certificate of Public Need
matters, Stark Law and
Anti-Kickback Statute
compliance, state licensure compliance and
Medicare reimbursement matters for hospitals, physician groups
and long-term care providers. She also routinely counsels clients
on general business and
employment-related
matters.

WILLIAM L. STOWE was

included in the Rising
Stars list of 2020
Super Lawyers. Stowe
practices with Jackson
Walker in Houston.

2011

president in the Office of
White House Counsel.
Before entering government service, DeBacker
was an appellate and
litigation partner in the
Washington, D.C., office
of Kirkland & Ellis, with
a practice focusing on
legal strategy, appeals
and critical legal issues
in complex trial litigation. Earlier in his career,
he clerked for Judge
Amul Thapar on the U.S.
District Court for the
Eastern District of Kentucky and for Judge D.
Brooks Smith on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit. DeBacker
and his wife, Rachel
Florek DeBacker, live in
Silver Spring, Md., with
their five children.

NOAH M. GALTON was included in the Rising
Stars list of 2020 Super
Lawyers. Galton practices with Jackson
Walker in Austin,
Texas.
ASHLEE SAWYER GILSON
ANDREW PENMAN is a

member of Fried,
Frank, Harris, Shriver
& Jacobson’s Tax Department, and resident
in New York City. Penman’s practice focuses
on federal income taxation, with particular
emphasis on partnership taxation and the
structuring and formation of private equity
and hedge funds, including funds focused
on equity, debt, infrastructure and real
estate, as well as fundsof-funds.

TORE T. DEBELLA is now

a partner at Faegre
Drinker in Washington, D.C. DeBella counsels clients and litigates
disputes relating to intellectual property and
marketing practices. He
manages trademark portfolios of all sizes, both
domestic and international, through the entire
brand life cycle—from
selection and adoption of
a brand through registration and enforcement.

CARRIE STANTON was
elected partner with
Williams Mullen in
Charlottesville. Stanton
represents businesses
in major corporate
transactions, including
mergers and acquisitions and capital raises,
as well as complex commercial contracts and
governance matters.

2012
VERONICA COLAS is

counsel at Hogan
Lovells in Washington, D.C. Colas counsels
clients on the regulations and policy issues
affecting food companies from farm to table.

DEVIN DEBACKER was ap-

pointed deputy assistant
attorney general in the
Office of Legal Counsel
at the U.S. Department
of Justice in August. He
previously served as
associate counsel and
special assistant to the

LEAH MCLAUGHLIN FAZIO

was named general
counsel at Vitamix and
provides day-to-day guidance for the legal team,
as well as counsels senior
leadership on creating
policy and strategy (see
p. 69). She was previously
the corporate and compliance counsel, providing
legal support for finance,
international sales, operations, supply chain, logistics and human resources.

SHAUN J. BOCKERT is a

partner with Blank
Rome in Philadelphia.
Bockert concentrates
his intellectual property practice on business and transactional
matters, with a focus on
complex commercial
transactions, mergers
and acquisitions, and
new media and digital
marketing.

is counsel with Hogan
Lovells in Northern
Virginia. Gilson advises
clients on both buyside and sell-side deals,
stock and asset transactions, and private equity
portfolio transactions.
In addition to her role
on deal teams, Gibson
frequently assists
clients with corporate
governance matters.

in Houston. Martin
advises clients throughout a legal entity’s life
cycle, from its incorporation and establishment of governance
procedures to its termination through merger,
conversion or other
business combinations.
He was named “One
to Watch” in Houston
oil and gas law in 2021
by Best Lawyers in
America, and a rising
star by Texas Super
Lawyers in 2018-2020.

MATT HARVEY was elected

partner with Holland
& Hart in Boise, Idaho.
Harvey focuses his
practice on patent prosecution, patent analysis and IP due diligence
matters across electrical engineering and
standards-essential
technologies. He drafts
and prosecutes patent
applications to protect
the innovations of sophisticated technology
companies within the
electronics, software
and wireless telecommunications industries.

TIMOTHY P. MALONE is a
partner with Pashman
Stein Walder Hayden in
Hackensack, N.J. Malone
represents clients in a
wide range of complex litigation matters involving
commercial, corporate,
and employment law;
trusts and estates law;
environmental law; and
personal injury matters.
Malone was honored
at the 2020 New Jersey
Judiciary Pro Bono Attorney Recognition
Event for his pro bono
appellate representation
in a family law matter.

BENJAMIN J. MARTIN is a

partner with Bracewell

JEFFREY S. PORTER is

a partner at Snell &
Wilmer. He is part of
the commercial finance
group and is based in
Phoenix. Porter represents banks, other commercial lenders, investors and developers in
the negotiation, documentation, and closing of
real estate and other asset-based lending transactions. He is currently
on the firm’s Community
Involvement Committee. Porter is a member
of the Executive Council
70, an umbrella charitable organization that
raises over $2 million for
Arizona youth-focused
charities each year, and
is the former director of
Snell & Wilmer’s participation at UMOM
New Day Centers for the
Homeless Legal Assistance Project.

SCOTT TERRELL joined

GEROND LAWRENCE was

named to the National
Black Lawyers’ Top 40
Under 40 for 2020. This
is his second consecutive year on the list. Lawrence is a litigator with
experience representing
Fortune 500 companies,
insurance carriers, health
care providers, municipalities, transit authorities
and individuals in claims
related to catastrophic
injury and wrongful
death, commercial litigation, employment counseling, and litigation and
premises liability. Lawrence practices with Swift,
Currie, McGhee & Hiers
in Atlanta.

NICHOLAS MATICH is a
partner in McKool
Smith’s intellectual
property practice in
Washington, D.C. Matich
is former acting general
counsel of the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office.
Prior to working at the
USPTO, Matich was
deputy general counsel
at the Office of Management and Budget within
the executive office of
the president.

2013
MIKE BRADSHAW is a

partner with Nelson
Mullins Riley & Scarborough in Washington, D.C. Bradshaw
practices corporate and
securities law, including matters related to
public and private offerings of debt and equity,
mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance and SEC compliance.

ANDREW STOTTS is counsel
with Weil, Gotshal &
Manges in Dallas. His
practice focuses on
private equity. Stotts
was recognized in Best
Lawyers as “One to Watch”
in the leveraged buyouts
and private equity law and
mergers and acquisitions
law categories.

Williams Mullen’s
Labor, Employment &
Immigration Section in
the Virginia Beach, Va.,
office. He assists clients
on a variety of labor and
employment matters,
as well as general employment litigation, including wage and hour,
discrimination, employment torts and contract claims, at both the
state and federal court
and administrative
agency levels.

Francisco, where he
focuses on complex
commercial disputes
involving financial services, antitrust and
competition issues,
contract disputes and
a variety of business
torts. Since joining the
firm, Fisher has helped
clients prevail in multiple trials and arbitrations, including a recent
$54 million federal
judgment on behalf
of Orion Telescopes
against Chinese telescope manufacturers.
Prior to joining the firm,
Fisher clerked for Judge
Michelle T. Friedland
of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit.

ELIZABETH TUAN was

ETHAN SIMON took an in-

elected partner at
Irell & Manella, in Los
Angeles (see p. 70).
Tuan focuses on patent
litigation across a wide
range of industries, including biotechnology
and pharmaceuticals.
She was a key member
of the trial team that
secured Juno Therapeutics and Sloan Kettering Institute for
Cancer Research a $752
million judgment. Her
practice also includes
representing clients in
post-grant proceedings
challenging the validity
of issued patents before
the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, and
in appeals before the
U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit.
Named to the Southern California Rising
Stars list, Tuan was selected as a Pathfinder
for the 2020 Leadership Council on Legal
Diversity, a program
designed to help a
new and more diverse
generation of attorneys ascend to leadership positions. She also
maintains an active pro
bono practice.

house position with
Burlington Stores, as
director-counsel for litigation in October.

2014
RONALD J. FISHER was

elected a partner with
BraunHagey & Borden.
Fisher practices in San

SABRINA TALUKDER was
on CNN’s “This is Lisa
Ling” in November, for
an episode on the illicit
massage parlor industry.
She also writes op-eds
for CNN regarding the
decriminalization of
sex work. Talukder is
the immigration attorney at the Exploitation
Intervention Project at
the Legal Aid Society in
New York City. She represents noncitizen survivors of human trafficking with criminal
histories in their legal
proceedings.

2015
KEVIN BENEDICTO served
as a voting rights fellow
with the Lawyer’s
Committee for Civil
Rights. Benedicto is an
associate with Morgan
Lewis in San Francisco.
The firm offered U.S.
associates an array of
fellowships from which
to serve as part of the
firm’s racial justice and
civil rights initiative,
Mobilizing for Equality. Benedicto’s areas
of practice include
complex litigation, cybersecurity and data

privacy matters, securities investigations and
litigation, business and
corporate disputes, and
toxic torts.

ANGELA G. WILLIAMS is a
partner with Honigman
in Chicago. She focuses
her practice on general
real estate matters, with
emphasis on commercial, industrial and office
building property types.

2017
TEX PASLEY joined
Hughes, Socol, Piers,
Resnick & Dym in
Chicago as an associate. He practices in the
firm’s complex litigation group, representing plaintiffs in constitutional and civil
rights litigation, class
actions and whistleblower complaints.

After three years of
clerking in the federal
judiciary, RACHEL ELLEN
SIMON joined Miller
Shakman Levine &
Feldman, a boutique litigation firm in Chicago.

2019
DAVID ALLEN joined Wil-

liams Mullen’s corporate section in Richmond, Va. Allen assists
clients in general corporate matters, including
mergers and acquisitions,
corporate governance
and securities.

2020
KAITLIN COTTLE joined

Williams Mullen’s
corporate section in
Richmond, Va. Cottle’s
practice focuses on
the representation of
financial institutions,
both public and private,
including community
banks, bank holding
companies, savings
institutions, investment
banks and brokerdealers.
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ALUMNI BOOKS

CLASS NOTES

ALUMNI NONBOOKS FICTION
POETRY

CONSTRUCTION
ISSUES IN
BANKRUPTCY
Executory Contracts,
Mechanic’s Liens and Other
Issues in Construction-Related
Bankruptcies
JAMES BAILEY ’10

AND JAY BENDER, ET AL.
AMERICAN BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

The authors identify and
analyze the recurring,
material issues that arise
in construction-related
bankruptcies, and
describe specific
strategies that project
owners, contractors,
subcontractors,
suppliers and project
lenders should consider
when confronted with a
construction-related
bankruptcy.

Tony Boyle, who had
long embezzled UMWA
funds, silenced intraunion dissent and served
the interests of Big Coal
companies. Yablonski
wanted to return the
union to the coal miners
it was supposed to represent and restore the
organization to what it
had once been, a powerful force for social good.
Boyle was enraged about
his opponent’s bid to
take over—and would go
to any lengths to maintain power.
Bradley’s book was
named a finalist for the
2021 Edgar Allan Poe
Award for Best Fact
Crime (the winner will
be announced April 29).

MAJOR LEAGUE
TURBULENCE
Baseball in the Era of Drug
Use, Labor Strife and Black
Power, 1968-1988
DOUGLAS M. BRANSON ’74
MCFARLAND

BLOOD RUNS COAL
The Yablonski Murders and
the Battle for the United Mine
Workers of America
MARK A. BRADLEY ’83
NORTON

In the early hours of
New Year’s Eve 1969, in
the coal-mining borough
of Clarksville, Pa., longtime trade union insider
Joseph “Jock” Yablonski
and his wife and daughter were brutally murdered. Seven months
earlier, Yablonski had
announced his campaign
to oust the corrupt president of the United Mine
Workers of America,
92
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The decades between
the late 1960s counterculture and the advent
of steroid use in the late
1980s brought tumult to
Major League Baseball.
Players and Black Power
advocates Dock Ellis and
Dick Allen epitomized
the era and the questioning of authority. In
the 1970s and 1980s,
Marvin Miller and the
Major League Baseball
Players Association
fought numerous battles
with MLB and team
owners and were mostly
victorious. Branson
argues that the turbulent time led directly
to the performanceenhancing drug era and
dramatically changed
the nature of the game.

of a more robust interpretation of the amendment. It concludes with
an examination of new
legal scholarship on
how the amendment
could be used today to
expand gender equality.

OLD ENOUGH
How 18-Year-Olds Won the
Vote and Why It Matters
SHERI J. CAPLAN ’92
HEATH HEN

Aimed at readers
from ninth graders to
adults, this book is a
concise history of the
26th Amendment and
explains its importance
while delivering a
nonpartisan call for
young voter turnout.

ANTITRUST AND
COMPETITION LAWS
BARRY E. HAWK ’65
JURIS PUBLISHING

This book offers a comparative history and analysis of competition laws,
from the current global
proliferation of laws back
to the premodern world
before 1880, including
classical Athens, India,
Rome, imperial China,
the Islamic world and
post-Roman Europe.
The book is intended for
members of the global
antitrust community—
lawyers, economists,
scholars and policymakers—as well as readers
interested in economic
and legal history.

equally fascinating role
of lower court clerks,
encompassing pioneering women and
minorities.

covers governmental
accountability, the role
that police play in
modern society and how
officers should go about
fulfilling their duties.

FICTION

CONSCIOUS
LEADERSHIP
Elevating Humanity Through
Business

DAYLIGHT

STEVE MCINTOSH ’87 WITH

KILLER AIRBAGS

THAD G. LONG ’63
SELF-PUBLISHED

DAVID BALDACCI ’86

CARTER PHIPPS AND JOHN MACKEY
PORTFOLIO

John Mackey started a
movement when he
founded Whole Foods,
bringing natural, organic
food to the masses.
“Conscious Leadership”
closely explores the
vision, virtues and
mindset that have informed Mackey’s leadership journey, and
illuminates strategies
that helped Mackey
shepherd Whole Foods
through four decades of
growth and innovation,
through its recent sale to
Amazon.

THE IMPOSSIBLE
MOCK ORANGE TRIAL

GRAND CENTRAL PUBLISHING

JIM CROW IN
NORTH CAROLINA
RICHARD PASCHAL ’98
CAROLINA ACADEMIC PRESS

THE FUNCTIONS OF
GOVERNMENT
DAPRAY MUIR ’64
SELF-PUBLISHED

“The Functions of Government” explores the
origins of government,
and the various issues
that gave rise to governments and how different
countries addressed
them. It attempts to
show how much various
governments, despite
differences in form and
philosophy, have in
common.

This book is a comprehensive study of Jim
Crow laws in North
Carolina from 1865 to
1920. Paschal demonstrates how de jure
discrimination was not
simply a result of the
Jim Crow statutes but
was imposed through
the operation of law and,
in turn, how the operation of law was itself
affected by societal
attitudes.

THE OBAMA ANNALS
A Weekly Chronicle of the
Obama Years
ANDREW P. ZAPPIA ’95
LIBERTY HILL PUBLISHING

This book offers a comprehensive chronicle of
the Obama presidency,
from its first week until
its last. It is a contemporaneous history, with
each weekly chapter
written within days of
the events described.

In his follow-up to “A
Minute to Midnight,”
Baldacci revisits FBI
agent Atlee Pine, who
has been tormented by
uncertainty ever since
her twin sister, Mercy,
was abducted at age 6
and never seen again.
Now, just as Pine is pressured to end her investigation into Mercy’s disappearance, she finally
gets her most promising
breakthrough yet: the
identity of her sister’s
kidnapper. In this installment, the agent finally
discovers the truth about
what happened to Mercy.

Ted Born and a young
untested associate are
defending a seemingly
impossible lawsuit in
one of the most challenging county courts in
the United States. The
facts look bad: The
client manufactured a
tire that blew out,
leading to a vehicular
crash resulting in a
child’s death and other
serious injuries. Set in a
jurisdiction where juries
have a history of rendering large verdicts against
big, out-of-state corporations, the case leads
through a labyrinth of
mystery as the trial date
looms.

The Deadly Secret
Automakers Don’t Want You
to Know
JERRY W. COX ’79
THE FORERUNNER FOUNDATION

In his first-person
account, Cox alleges
that Takata and
automakers betrayed
public safety and trust
by installing “ticking
time bombs” in more
than 70 million cars,
resulting in people
being killed or maimed
by airbag explosions.
Takata’s airbags sparked
the biggest safety recall
of cars or any other
consumer product in
U.S. history.

THE EMPATHETIC
WORKPLACE
5 Steps to a Compassionate,
Calm, and Confident Response
to Trauma on the Job
KATHARINE MANNING ’00
HARPERCOLLINS LEADERSHIP

This resource gives
managers, human resources and anyone who
may come into contact
with someone experiencing trauma—including workplace violence,
harassment, assault,
illness, addiction, fraud,
bankruptcy and more—
the tools they need to be
prepared for what lies
ahead. The book’s fivestep method is meant to
aid managers in helping
survivors feel supported
and understood.

BUILDING A LAW
PRACTICE ONE
ARTICLE AT A TIME
CONSTITUTIONAL
ORPHAN
Gender Equality and the
Nineteenth Amendment
PAULA A. MONOPOLI ’83
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Monopoli explores the
role of former suffragists
in the constitutional
development of the 19th
Amendment during the
decade following its ratification in 1920. The
book examines how two
national suffrage organizations pivoted to new
missions, and analyzes
how state courts,
without federal enforcement legislation to constrain or guide them,
used strict construction
to cabin the emergence

OF COURTIERS
AND PRINCES
Stories of Lower Court Clerks
and Their Judges
EDITED BY TODD C. PEPPERS ’93
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA PRESS

In his earlier books “In
Chambers” and “Of
Courtiers and Kings,”
Peppers provided an
insider’s view of the
Supreme Court from the
perspective of the clerks
who worked closely
with some of its most
important justices. With
“Of Courtiers and
Princes,” he concludes
the trilogy by examining
the understudied yet

EVALUATING POLICE
USES OF FORCE
SETH W. STOUGHTON ’11,
JEFFREY J. NOBLE AND
GEOFFREY P. ALPERT

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY PRESS

University of South
Carolina law professor
Seth W. Stoughton ’11
and criminologist Geoffrey P. Alpert team up
with former Irvine,
California, Deputy Chief
of Police Jeffrey J. Noble
to explore how society
evaluates use-of-force
incidents through perspectives in constitutional law, state law,
administrative regulation and community
expectations. The book

How to Master Thought
Leadership and ExpertiseBased Marketing Through
Publications
DAVID A. ZETOONEY ’03
ABA BOOK PUBLISHING

This book covers the
principles and context
of expertise-driven
marketing. It also contains eight fundamental
rules of effective article
writing and how to put
them into practice.

THROWAWAYS
ELLIOTT LIGHT ’73
SELF-PUBLISHED

The body of a young girl
drifts over a reef where
Jake Savage is photographing lionfish, beautiful brown-striped
creatures with feathery
pectoral fins that could
almost make one forget
their venomous spines.
Why did this child die so
young, to be forgotten
and left to drift until
consumed by the creatures of the sea? Savage
is soon drawn into a
mystery with deadly
consequences.
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IN MEMORIAM

SANJAY SUCHAK/UVA COMMUNICATIONS

IN MEMORIAM
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Alan S. Boyd ’48

Frank H. Stewart ’57

C. Robert Zelnick ’64

George H. Seitz III ’71

Roger B. Wagner ’81

SEATTLE

CINCINNATI

NEWTOWN, MASS.

WILMINGTON, DEL.

VIENNA, VA.

Oct. 18, 2020

Aug. 16, 2020

Sept. 23, 2019

Jan. 17, 2021

June 18, 2020

John Paul Jones ’48

Robert Sellers Smith ’58

James E. Bradberry ’65

J. Warren Wood III ’71

Patrick E. Mitchell ’82

MEMPHIS, TENN.

HUNTSVILLE, ALA.

NEWPORT NEWS, VA.

LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP, N.J.

DALLAS

Nov. 21, 2020

Sept. 26, 2020

July 25, 2020

Jan. 15, 2021

Aug. 8, 2020

Thomas O. Burris Jr. ’49

Robert James Thornton Jr. ’58

Rennard J. Strickland ’65

Earl V. Brown Jr. ’73

Thomas G. Nolan ’82

JACKSON, MISS.

SOMERSET, VA.

NORMAN, OKLA.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

CHARLOTTESVILLE

Sept. 23, 2020

Nov. 15, 2020

Jan. 5, 2021

Feb. 26, 2017

Sept. 18, 2020

Lyon G. Tyler Jr. ’49

William K. Harrison Jr. ’59

Boyd C. Campbell Jr. ’66

Brian C. Murphy ’73

William C. Pryor LL.M. ’82

FRANKLIN, TENN.

MADEIRA, OHIO

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

CHEVY CHASE, MD.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Sept. 26, 2020

Dec. 2, 2020

Dec. 12, 2020

Oct. 24, 2020

Nov. 19, 2020

John W. McClintock Jr. ’52

Charles D. Snead Jr. ’60

Michael S. Horwatt ’66

Kenneth L. Oliver Jr. ’73

Gayle A. Boone ’83

RICHLANDS, VA.

PRIOR LAKE, MINN.

RESTON, VA.

AMBLER, PA.

DALLAS

Sept. 5, 2020

Nov. 2, 2020

Aug. 14, 2020

Nov. 13, 2020

Oct. 29, 2020

F. Richards Ford III ’53

Alexander P. Smith ’61

Philip F. Howerton Jr. ’66

Terrance C. Sullivan ’75

James D. Gibbs ’83

GREENWICH, CONN.

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

ATLANTA

TIMONIUM, MD.

Jan. 10, 2021

July 20, 2020

Jan. 15, 2021

Jan. 16, 2021

Dec. 13, 2020

John Mowbray O’Mara ’53

W. Foster Wollen ’61

Robert H. Huey ’67

Thomas J. Walsh Jr. ’75

Debra Nicholson ’84

GREENWICH, CONN.

SAN FRANCISCO

MCLEAN, VA.

MEMPHIS, TENN.

TAHOE CITY, CALIF.

Nov. 26, 2020

Aug. 28, 2020

Oct. 14, 2020

Sept. 22, 2020

Sept. 27, 2020

Octavius A. Orbe ’53

Murray S. Simpson Jr. ’62

William H. May ’67

Lewis D. Epstein ’76

Thomas M. Reavley LL.M. ’84

HO-HO-KUS, N.J.

BETHESDA, MD.

VILLA PARK, CALIF.

WESTBURY, N.Y.

HOUSTON

Sept. 26, 2020

July 28, 2020

Oct. 10, 2020

Nov. 10, 2020

Dec. 1, 2020

Jane R. Tolleson ’53

Albert R. Turnbull ’62

F. D. Robertson ’67

Richard G. Hathaway ’76

Michael Richard Bennett ’87

CHARLOTTESVILLE

ESMONT, VA.

GRUNDY, VA.

ATLANTIC BEACH, FLA.

PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIF.

July 23, 2020

Jan. 24, 2021

Jan. 17, 2021

Dec. 13, 2020

Oct. 4, 2020

William D. Evans ’54

W. Edward Hudgins Jr. ’63

Henry M. Sackett III ’67

Thomas A. Vogtner ’76

James D. Heiple LL.M. ’88

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE, CALIF.

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.

LYNCHBURG, VA.

INDIANAPOLIS

PEORIA, ILL.

July 14, 2020

July 21, 2020

Dec. 18, 2020

Feb. 7, 2019

Jan. 18, 2021

Joseph E. Gibson ’54

Walter Matthews ’63

Raymond D. Battocchi ’68

Catherine Dunlap Mayes ’77

Eugene A. Cook LL.M. ’92

CHARLOTTESVILLE

FLORENCE, ALA.

ROUND HILL, VA.

HUME, VA.

SUGAR LAND, TEXAS

Aug. 17, 2020

Oct. 6, 2020

Nov. 4, 2020

Oct. 30, 2020

Aug. 23, 2020

Waverley L. Berkley III ’55

Timothy S. Scott ’63

Randolph F. Totten ’68

John G. Conover ’78

Blanche M. Manning LL.M. ’92

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA.

MADISON, CONN.

RICHMOND, VA.

CHARLOTTESVILLE

OLYMPIA FIELDS, ILL.

Aug. 16, 2020

Jan. 2, 2021

July 22, 2020

Oct. 4, 2020

Sept. 20, 2020

Mark B. Sandground ’55

Alexander Hoke Slaughter ’63

Michael T. Bradshaw ’69

Mark M. Harrison ’79

John P. Nelson ’92

VIENNA, VA.

RICHMOND, VA.

RICHMOND, VA.

VIENNA, VA.

LOUISVILLE, KY.

Dec. 30, 2020

Oct. 5, 2020

Jan. 13, 2021

Aug. 27, 2020

Sept. 27, 2020

Edward W. Chapin ’57

Robert J. Berta ’64

Frederick A. Hodnett Jr. ’69

James J. Holder Jr. ’79

Patrick B. Crawford ’93

NEW YORK

TRUMBULL, CONN.

ASHLAND, VA.

DOVER, DEL.

LOS ANGELES

Dec. 28, 2020

Aug. 8, 2020

July 19, 2020

Oct. 20, 2020

Aug. 25, 2020

John D. Corse ’57

William R. Cooper ’64

Mary Carter Keifer ’71

Paul N. Cox LL.M. ’80

Keltie L. Hays ’98

CHARLOTTESVILLE

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

ATHENS, OHIO

EASTPORT, MAINE

NASHVILLE, TENN.

Oct. 26, 2020

Aug. 23, 2020

Aug. 4, 2020

Sept. 5, 2020

Aug. 7, 2020

Charles D. Sheldon ’57

Walter M. Dickey ’64

Eric G. Peters ’71

Jonathan S. Bristol ’81

William Rylaarsdam LL.M. ’98

LONG BEACH, CALIF.

PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KAN.

LYNCHBURG, VA.

FLORHAM PARK, N.J.

SANTA ANA, CALIF.

Aug. 28, 2020

Oct. 18, 2020

Dec. 12, 2020

Oct. 21, 2020

Aug. 3, 2020
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THE LAST WORD

James W. Brown ’76

BOARD MEMBER, THE HERSHEY COMPANY, HERSHEY TRUST COMPANY
AND THE MILTON HERSHEY SCHOOL

HOW DID YOU MAKE THE LEAP EARLY IN YOUR CAREER
from law to private equity, then to the Hill?
My career has taken a circuitous path. Right after school, I worked for a congressional committee,
then joined a Philadelphia law firm. When my partner at the firm, Bob Casey, was elected governor
of Pennsylvania, he chose me to be a Cabinet member and, later, his chief of staff. After our terms
ended, I joined a fledgling venture capital firm that grew substantially during the 12 years I was there.
When Bob Casey Jr. was elected to the U.S. Senate, he asked me to be his chief of staff. These days, I
sit on some corporate and nonprofit boards, and recently was a member of President Biden’s transition
team. If there is an overall theme to all this, it is walking through doors when they open up.

Compromise is possible—sometimes. I helped
negotiate the appointment of federal judges
with the other Pennsylvania U.S. senator
and the White House counsel’s office
during the George W. Bush and Obama
administrations. We were able to get 19
District Court and three Third Circuit
judges confirmed, all by agreement,
with blue slips from both senators. On
the other hand, I also worked on Obamacare, which would not have been done
except by party line vote.

WHAT DO YOU FEEL
your legacy from
working in
politics is?
Any advice for
working across
the aisle today?
In the governor’s office,
I am particularly proud
of helping to strengthen
many of the state environmental laws and enacting the
first Children’s Health Insurance
Program in the U.S. In the Senate office,
as I mentioned, federal judges and Obamacare. And
no one who worked for us ever got in trouble. As to working across the aisle, in many ways, personal relationships
are the oil needed to keep the engine of government from
overheating.
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YOU ARE CHAIR of an oversight board created to
prevent future abuse of children in a Catholic
diocese. What have you learned?
I was asked by the diocese and the investigating
U.S. attorney to chair a newly created board
overseeing the implementation of reforms,
policies and procedures to make sure that
previous scandals and cover-ups never
happen again. Had these reforms been
in place 20 or 30 years ago, I don’t believe
most of the abuses would have taken place.

YOU HAVE A HISTORY of nonprofit
leadership that helps children. What’s
one highlight you’d like to share?
I now sit on the boards of the
Milton Hershey School
and the Hershey Trust
Company. We recently launched a new
$350 million initiative
to build and run six free
early childhood education
and development centers for
low-income children throughout
Pennsylvania.

YOU HAVE THE LAST WORD. What
do you want to say?
To my fellow alums and especially to current UVA Law
students, spend some of your career in public service. You’ll
get paid a fraction of your law firm compensation, but you’ll
get much more responsibility much sooner. It will be satisfying and fun, and it might be good for your soul.

ALEX FINE

WHAT DID YOU LEARN from your time as Sen. Bob
Casey’s chief of staff in terms of working toward
compromise?
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Events
DEC. 6 WASHINGTON, D.C.

JAN. 23 PALO ALTO

Metropolitan Club
6:30-8:30 P.M.

HOLIDAY RECEPTION

DEC. 13 CHARLOTTESVILLE

Greencroft

6-7:30 P.M. HOLIDAY

6-7:30 P.M.

The Village Pub
6-7:30 P.M.

RECEPTION

W Atlanta Midtown
11:45 A.M.

RECEPTION

12:15 P.M.

6-7:30 P.M.

LUNCH

RECEPTION

The Willard
11:45 A.M.

RECEPTION

12:15 P.M.

LUNCH

JUNE 13 RICHMOND

Jefferson Hotel
6-7:30 P.M.

LUNCH

11:45 A.M.

RECEPTION

12:15 P.M.

Grand Reunions
MAY 14-15 ONLINE
FOR THE CLASSES OF:

RECEPTION

1960, 1961, 1965, 1966, 1970,
1971, 1975, 1976, 1980, 1981,
1985, 1986, 1990, 1991, 1995,
1996, 2000, 2001, 2005, 2006,
2010, 2011, 2015, 2016
AND THE Lile Law Society
ALL ALUMNI ARE WELCOME.

CONNECT
WITH ALUMNI AT A
RECEPTION NEAR YOU.
law.virginia.edu/alumni

FEB. 21 NEW YORK CITY

The Olympic Club City Clubhouse Yale Club
12:15 P.M.

RECEPTION

JUNE 4 WASHINGTON, D.C.

City Club Birmingham

RECEPTION

RECEPTION

6:30-8 P.M.

FEB. 7 BIRMINGHAM

JAN. 23 SAN FRANCISCO
11:45 A.M.

The Ritz-Carlton Tysons Corner

RECEPTION

FEB. 7 ATLANTA

JAN. 22 LOS ANGELES

Craft

MARCH 21 NORTHERN VIRGINIA

LUNCH

facebook.com/uvalaw
youtube.com/uvalaw
instagram.com/uvalaw
twitter.com/uvalaw

580 Massie Road
Charlottesville, Virginia
22903-1738
VOICE: 434.924.3466
TOLL-FREE: 877.307.0158
FAX: 434.296.4838

